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T O 


The High and Mighty PRINCE 

JAMES II. 

K I N G of Great Britain, Trance and Ireland , 
Defender of the Faith* &c. 

GREAT STRy 

A MONG the Crowds of Loyal Counties 
and Corporations that Addrefsthemfelves 
unto Your M A J ESTY, vouchsafe to 
permit a defblate Widow to approach into 
Your Sacred Prefence to Congratulate Your Hap¬ 
py and moll Juft Pofleflion ot the Throne of thefe 
Kingdoms, by laying a Email Prefent at Your 
Royal Feet. 

Which is due to Your M A J E S T Y by a dou¬ 
ble Title, both by right of Succeffion to our late 
Gracious Sovereign, by whole Royal Bounty this 
Work was encouraged 5 and alio by delignment of 
the Authour , who intended, had not his Death 
prevented it, to have Dedicated this Book To His 
Royal Highnefs ] AMES the Duke of York, which I 
now moft humbly offer To the Sacred Majefty of King 
J A M E S the Second\ 

Whom I befeech the King of Kings long to pre- 
ferve beloved of all his Subjedts , dreaded by all 
his Enemies, and renowned to all Pofterity in the . 
Hiftory of Futdre Ages. 

So prayeth with due Reverence 

Tour Majefty s moft Loyal Subject 

Mary Howel. 
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P REFACE 

T O T H E . 

READ E R 

Giving an Account of this VOLU M£. 

W HICH contains the Hiftory of the Kingdom 
of the Heruli in Italy to the Conquering 
thereof by the Goths, then their Original and 
Kingdom to the Defir action and Kuine thereof 
by Narfes the Roman General and the coming in of the 
Lombards, with the Original and Kingdom of them down 
to the Conquering of it by Charles King of the Franks, 
who Governed there , and was Crowned Emperour by Leo 
Bifhop of Rome : Next the Affairs of Britain from the 
departure of the Romans out of the Ifland to the Defiruc- 
tion thereof and forcing the Inhabitants into the Mountai¬ 
nous places by the Piffcs, Scots and Saxons : the Original 
of the Saxons, Angles and Jutes that fei^ed on this Land, 
their Heptarchy , which was united in the Monarchy of the 
Englifh Saxons, and carried on till Conquered by the 
Danes, their Original arid Kingdom here to its end , in re¬ 
flating'of the Englifh Saxon Line to the end thereof be¬ 
ing Conquered by Duke William the Norman, giving an 
Account of the Polity , Cufioms, Laws and Language then 
in ufe , taken from the Original Tongue, with other critical 
Kemarks [uitable to the nature and ufefulnefs of fuch an 
Undertaking . 

With the Conftantinopolitan Roman Affairs from the 
Depofing of Irene and Promotion of Nicephorus [where 
the Third Part ends) to the Death ofC onftantine Du- 
cas XII. Ann. Dorn . MLXVIL being the year after the 
Conquefi of Duke W illiam the Norman, fetting forth the 
feveral Actions, Polities , Laws and things of Moment du- 

nng 



Preface to the Reader. 


ring the Reign of each Emperour, with fuch Kingdoms as 
fell off from the Roman power and protection, and thofe 
that parted up to the terrour of it and all its Neighbours, 
all linked together in fuch manner and method as never was 
yet Extant, being the Labour and Study left under his own 
hand in Writing by the Authour, whereof we have been Eye~ 
witneffes. 


H. London. 

Tho. Roffen. 

Sy. Patrick, D. D. 
Will. Denton, ikf.D. 
Rich. Afhfeild, Gent . 


A N 


INSTITUTION 


C&e ot tUe®ao?lD, 


The Fourth Fart. 


BOOK L 

Of fuch Kingdoms and Principalities as were foun¬ 
ded by Barbarous Nations in the Late Roman 
Provinces now contemporary with the Confiam- 
nopolitan Koman Empire. •> 

CHAP. I. 

Of the Kingdoms of the Heruli, Goths, Lombards 
and Franks Fretted in Italy. 


0 doacer King 
Italy and 


t’ do ACER King of the Heruli and Turcilingi having, aswehave f; 

g \ formerly fhewn, Conquered and dfroyed Orefles and depofed 

■ I Augujlulus his Son, became Mafter of Italy, an do f^^^rmer ] y 

\ # the Miftrefe of the World, which hereby was alfo degraded^ ta- 

^sether witli Auguftulusfhe Imperial Diadem being pluck .. 

Head, and the Robe torn from about her Shoulders. TheContjuerour 
Remains of her Ancient Majefly, and contemplatmg the Lines 
wherein (he had furpafledall Rivals, as muchas U le , L ’ l 1 '®, M ^ld fcarcefv 
of the obfcure and twinkling Stars, was confounded 

believe what he had done, or ™herehewas_; Md confcious of theEmavagap 

cy of his own Fortune, as well as of the vicilfttude of humane Affairs m ge 


SECT, t 

The Kingdom of the Heruli in Italy, 

The [pace of Eighteen years. 








2 The Kingdom of the Heruli in Italy* pT^pfy- 

Scdt. L neral, durft not, it feems, be fo bold as to take up and afliime the • \ -- 

Enfi^ns which now ky at his Feet, hut contented himfelf with an hSui 
Dwmty. Thinking the lmpeml Rotenowto be threadbare orinfefled wkhfome 
deleterious Qjiality, which of late bad filtered none to wear it lone thomh 
he might have ehofen another, yliid> by its newnefs might have been bM 
warm ind fife,, yet he onely chained the Imperial for RoySl, the Tide of Fm 
perour for the more modeft and lefs envied one of King J Italy refufiLn!' 
terly aU Enligns of Royal Majefty. The Ancient Lady in her ™ t fe 
was pleafed to fee tins humility in a barbarous Robber, comforted her felf whh 
the good Fortune of her Daughter, which (till in the Eaft retamed her Imperial 
Dignity ; fhe purpifed to remove lower down towards the River, and quhthofe 
lx™ 5 ,'? h i d b “° f° much and fo often exppfed to Norton 

Blafts, and Ihe had thoughts of taking another Courfe, which Ihould be 1m 
nourable as well as the former, gain her moreapplaufe and more finable to 
her Age, and the Gravity of her prefent Afpeft, to change the Title of Prince 
for that of Prieft, and the Imperial Diadem for a Pontifical Miter c 

a. Our new Ring of Italy as he thought toeftablifi a new Kingdom, which 
fll0 . u H “} 1 1 ,. lum fo f fixing the Seat thereof at fome new place 

•f t e . an fi of building a. new City which he intended to call after his own 

hut rather finding the Vanity of this Projedt, or being^verted^ 
taKielt “ by grrater Cares, he took other Courfes, for fecuring his Intereft. TheS, , 

which had been called into Italy .by FaUntinian, to defend the Countrey againft Kft™ 
f°, ob ‘‘g eb y bellowing on them thole Lands whTch«l,°^. 
formerly, but ineffectually, had been promifed them. He granted to Euricb 
Kmg of the Ftfegoths, that part of Gall lying betwixt the Jpes and thfK>r 
and one y remaining under the Authority of the Romans. With Gut 
dohade King of tlie Burgundians he made a League and Alliance, On the Ttali 
atts he laid Taxes and Impofitionsfufficientto maintain an Army againft foreiea 
Invafions. Then to prevent inteftme broils, he deprived the Roman Senate of fts 
ancient Auth -ity, and took away at firft the ufe of Confute that he mitrhi- ri; 
mindh the Roman Spmt and Courage, by aboiifhing fuchRtas as put^em hl 
mind of the gf^t Performances of their Anceftours. As to other matterf S rf 
tamed the old Names and Offices of Magiftracy, and maintained The ClhJirr^ ?^ 

Such therefore was the Reverence as yet born to the ImDerial Nam** fW«-h~v 

got hmn.the Repute of an Utoper.aVnt and anuXfoU ftfoce wlfich 

made him enter into new Councils for ftrengthning liimfelf, and add Fear and 
„ ^ ove w ^ uc ^ hitherto he had eipecially defired to gain from his 

death Si “ je ^ Q tC -Tf - h V PUt t0 deat *> at RaVema ^racbilus a Co¬ 

te* K r h t fome £y f P u ™ ed againft his Government. Hereby it was perceived 
that he knew his meafures, and underftood how to manage hiT Af&rs lnd 
thereupon he began both to be feared and refpetfed at home and abmaT inf^ 
much that Genferich King of the *W*/xin Friend 
and to obtain it granted Sicily to him to be held in Tribute. P * 

f s wefaid > refufed to name any Conful for the Weft and it haD- 

Fretect to mat Name and Dignity, which he alfo executed without a Colleeue 
Sm^’oSrSfoer'Sed if C ° Unt ' r ey ' ho , ufc . fet upon him and mmflJiS 

pThcnfiotTfo ^ W “ d f T 

lowing, for which he named Placidius ConM^ fentlfomeForcra’againft^them/and 

having 


having eafily overcome them put Osddar to death. This, fame year tlielnhafo. Sea.I- 
“ to* for rants “f Li Lri a complained to him by Bptphamus Btjbop of Pavia, that Felagius —v~ 
the Pratfdus Prattom had doubled the Impofitions upon the Countrey. By the 
i! Interceffion of the fitd Bilhop they obtained a Re axation, and this Prelate ha¬ 

ving bellowed mudi coft and pains in repairing the Churches formerly rumated 
in his City by the Wars, obtained alfo of Odoacer a Remiffion of Tributes for 
five years as an incouragement to the Citizens to rebuild their Private-Houfes. 
cioocn con- 4. AfteJ this, Odoacer found an occafion for employing his Arms, and it was 
queri the asainft the Rugi a Northern People. He did it with fuch fuccefs as we are 

gi- t old that he tookPrifoner Phoebus their King, together with his Wife, and led 

them in triumph to Rome j but Frederick their Son made his Efcape, and went 
to fheodoricb King of the Ofirogoths, who then lay in Mafia and by this time 
had his thoughts fo much upon Odoacer and Italy, that he prefently Ihewed 
fheodoricb they were very ferious and a<ftive. This Theodoricb had been fome time m Zenos 
purpofethTo (^ ourt at confiantinople , and was, it’s faid, highly honoured by him, infomuch 
conquer hun. ^ he made him an d not long after he took a refolution to invade Italy. 

But as to the Inducement there are two different Affertions. The one is of 
thofe who affirm that Zeno had always a great Kindnefs for Tbeodorteh, and 
freely granted Italy to him to reign there, after he fliould have driven out 
Two fevcrai the Heruli with Odoacer their King. The other makes Theodonch to have 
Son. as to been ingratefull towards the Emperour, from whom he endeavoured to Wreft 
the Induce- the Em p ire G f t h e Eaft, to have brought into danger the City of Conftantino- 
ment * pie by Fire, and burnt many other Places. Having miffed of his Aims there, 
he turned liimfelf upon Italy, envying the profperous Eftate of Odoacer, who 
had lately overthrown the Rugi. From what Euagrius Writes, one may guefs 
that Zeno was not always his friend; but what Ihould be the occafion is Uncer¬ 
tain Euflathius an Hiftorian it feems laid the blame upon the Emperour, and 
Marcellinus on Tbtodorich . The Writers that were his Countrymen will have 
him fent by the liking, well willies, and incouragement of Zeno: we ffiall pre¬ 
fent the Reader with the Story cloathed with fuch Circumftances as we find it.- 
<. Whilft Theodoricb therefore folaced himfelf with the Pleafures of Zends 
Court, his Ofirogotbs lived at a quite different Rate, being by a League tied up 
from making any Depredations in the Roman Dominions; and not fufficientty 
, provided for by the pay which tlie Emperour had agreed to give-them. They 
S^ mymU curfetheLeague, cry out againft their King’s Alliance, and to Confiantinople they 
fend Meflengers, who with tears in their Eyes complained to him of the Poverty 
and Neceffities to which they were reduced, and defire him to quit thofe pleafures 
wherein he hadintangled himfelf, and, if he regarded his own Intereft, and their 
Prefervation, to return to them with fpeed; tor elfe they mull enter into fome 
new Courfe, andfeekout other Habitations. Now fay tlie Gotbick Hiftoriaps, 
and thofe that follow them, Theodoricb moved herewith betook , himfelf pre¬ 
fently to Zeno, to whom he laid open the fad Eftate of .his Countrymen, r and 
told him that feeing Italy was overrun by the Turcilmgi and Rugi, and Rome 
the late Miftrefe of the World, and ancient Seat of the Empire, was now inflayed 
to the Heruli • if he pleafed to give him order to redeem and recover it^ p.upxff 
their Hands, he would doe his utmofl endeavour, and therein; employ his . idle 
and indigent Ofirogotbs. If he Ihould accomplish his Defighs, the Honour ed 
Renown would belong, as due, to his imperial Majefty; and if he mifarried. He 
would be rid of fo many Stipendiaries, and fave his money m his Coffers. This 
Zeno heard with Trouble, being very unwilling to part with him, but as ^ell 
to give him content, as in Compliance with the publick Intereft, he gave him 
leave, and difiniffed him with great prefents, to his defigned Expedition.. t ... 

6. Thus writesjordanus the Goth from the relation of Cajfiodorus, or out pf je- 
fp e a to his Countrymen, and fuch as follow him. But Sigonius, all relations cpn- 
fidered, clofeth with that oi Marcellinus, that Theodoricb now fatiated with thp 
Honours and Favours heaped upon him, confented to the Petition pf his Coiin^- 
men, and returning into Mafia made war upon the Emperour, whilft hK ^VB 
were frelh, and their appetites were fharpned by the prevalent Power of peceffity. 
and expeiftation. He marched* as far as Confiantinople and Melanthias % . and 
wafting the Countrey round about returned to Nova a Town of Mafiafitom which 
he had fet forth. At this time Odoacer, being told that Frederick tlie Son of Pba- 
las , or Feleteus, King of the Rugi, was after his flight returned home into his 6wn 
Countrey, fent Onulfus his Brother with a. Strong party of men againft him: 
Hereupon Frederick not able to endure the ihock retired to tfova, and made his 

B % appli- 



Sed:. i. application to Theodorici>. Onulfus eafily conquered the Rugi, whom he conftrai- 
ned to pafs into Italy , and then the Lombards under ConduCt of Gudeach their 
Cnuifisie - King feized on their Countrey. Zeno all this while, as Sigonius tells you, was 
highly fenfibie of the Affront done him by Theodorich, but prudently coBfidered 
there was no dealing roughly with fiich a Spirit ,• and therefore in the year when 
Dinamius and Siphodius were Confute, or the CCCCLXXXVIII of Our Lord, he 
wrote to him molt loving Letters, and kindly invited him to return to Court. 
Theodoricb, if thou wilt look into it. Reader, notwithstanding all the Mifchicf he 
had done, clofed with his invitation, went to Conjlantinople, and there excufed 
his Mifdemeanours by that neceffity to which his Goths had been reduced 
Zeno was as ready to give as he was to ask Pardon, and to grant him any other 
thing for the employment of his Men, and the railing of his own Fortunes. 
Animated by this Reception, he moved the Conqueft of Italy to him, ufing 
fuch Arguments as we formerly mentioned, inculcating that it would be more 
feemly, that he his faithfull Servant, and his Son, fliould poflefs that Countrey • 
than Odoacer keep the Senate and Common-wealth in flavery. Zeno to free 
Illyricum from the Goths was very willing he fliould try his Fortune, and by 
an Authentick Writing pafled Italy over to him, bellowed on him a facred Cap, 
and recommending to him the Roman Senate and People gave him leave to 
depart and begin his Journey. 

Tleodorich o- 7- Theodoricb and his Goths were ready for their march, when an unexpected 
vmhrows Accident diverted them, and for fome time retarded their Expedition. TranfiUa 
and Julian. ^ n S °f the Gepides, and Bufa of the Bulgari either jealous of his growing 
greatnefs, or folicited by Odoacer, who defired to remove the danger from his own 
Doors, indeavoured to crulh his Defign by falling upon him on a fudden, when 
lie little expelled fuch Treachery. Yet was he not at all daunted with the great 
danger which impended, but boldly attaching them when they were divided, 
in one ingagement overthrew Tranfilla, and in another battel defeated the Bul- 
gariy a fort of People newly come out of Scythia. Animated by his Succefs as 
an Omen of his future Grandeur, with greater vigour he prepared for his Italian 
voiage, and when all things were ready, fet forth from Meefia in the middle of 
Winter, in the Confullhipof Probinus, and Eufebius in the CCCCLXXXIX year 
of Our Lord, as is evident from the Chronicon of Caftodorus who lived at this time, 
though Sigonius calls this Expedition into the following year. From Moefia the 
whole Multitude of Ojlrogoths removed with their Wives, Children and Baggage, 
and travelling through Syrmium and Pamoniaj came by Land to the Borders of Italy t 
Invade* Italy, for they had no Ships totranfport them in the neareft paflage. Proceeding as far as 
the River Sontius which runs not far from Aquileiay they there made aliaultand 
incamped, becaufe of the convenience of pafture. Here Odoacer prefen ted liimfelf 
on the farther fide, refolving to flop their progrefs, and for that purpofe he fe- 
cured the Bridge, where at this day is feen a Town called Goritia. But notwith- 
ftanding all he could doe, Theodoricb forced his way over, and prefently giving 
orfM« back batte * drove * nto his Camp, which to ftorm he made all Prepara- 

y oaw. tions. Odoacer perceiving his Intentions, and that he was unable to maintain it, 
quitted the place, and taking advantage retired to Verona, for there was no Fort 
nor Garrifon near at hand ; the Devastations made by Attila not being yet re¬ 
paired. Whilfthe was thus employed in defending his Borders againft the Goths, 
Gundobade the King of the Burgundians, pretending he was circumvented in a 
League made with him, took the Advantage now offered, and invading Liguria. 
and Emilia, wafted and plundered the Countrey; then hearing of Theodoricb his 
SuccefsandProgrefs, he haftily retreated with his Booty into Burgundy. 

8. Theodoricb having taken order for fecuring the Borders, as he law agreeable 
to his own Intereft, followed Odoacer y and late down before Verona. Odoacer 
had by this time rallied his difperfed Forces, and recruited them fo with new 
Levies, that feeming to himfelf as abletograple with him as before, he came out 
ttefeau him of the Town and gave him battel ; wherein he was again overthrown with great 
Verona. lighter of his Men, and forced fo betake himfelf to his heels,- and a great 
number of his Soldiers, which efcaped the Fight, took the River Athefis in 
defperation and hafte, and were fwallowed by the Floods. Verona was quickly 
delivered by the trembling Citizens to the ConqueroUr, who made no Hay in the 
4 third time. Town; but ftill purfued Odoacer, and near the River Abdua forced him the third 
time to ingage, with the fame Succefs as formerly. Odoacer in fo great Straits 
yet comforted himfelf a little in the City of Rome t of which if' he continued 
Mafter, he hoped he might maintain his Reputation, and better endure the Ihock 

of 
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of Fortune, which he would fain believe could not be lafting, it was fo violent Sedt. I. 
odoacer kept and fevere. He refolved therefore to haften thither, but when he Came he found 
out Of %o,ne. t ^ e Gates faft locked and bolted, arid the Walls manned againft him, the Senate 
and People fome think having intimation of the Emperour’s pleafure concerning 
Theodoricb. Inraged at this Repulfe, he burnt and demolilhed as much of the 
Suburbs as the time would give him leave, and then made for Ravenna as his 
laft Refuge. This City alfo one Lilittk kept for Theodor ich, and lay incamped be* 
fore it for that purpofe. But Odoacer a&edby the indignation as well as extreme 
Neceffity of his Affairs, refolved to drive him from his Poft, and after a iharp 
conflidf, wherein many perifhed on both Tides, he flew Lilitta, and took both his 
Camp and Ravenna t which he entred on the tenth of July. Here he labours to 
x kodorich fortifie himfelf, when in the mean time Theodoricb marches to Milan , which ha- 
takes Milan, v ^ n g g 0t j^Q his hands without much trouble, a great part of the Italian Soldi* 
ers there came to wait on him as the true and rightfall Lord of Italy. Amongft 
others was Epiphanius Bilhopof Pavia, whom he received with great refpeCt. 

9. Here when he feemed to have conquered the greateft Difficulties, and to 
have arrived almoft at the pitch of his good Fortune, ah untowardly Accident 
plucked him by the fleeve, and put him in mind of the Inconftancy of humane 
Affairs. For his ItalianSy who fo lately came to acknowledge him for their Prince 
and Sovereign, perfwaded by one Tuffa a man of Confular Dignity, revolted a- 
gain to Odoacer j which ftruck him with great terrour and amazement, and 
caufed him to quit Milany in the fidelity and ftrength whereof he could not fo 
much rely, and go to Pavia, where he thought he could better fecure himfelf 

odoacer befie- and his Friends. Odoacer takes the opportunity, and fits down before the Town. 
geshiminFrt- Epiphanius the Billop labours all he can to compofe the Difference, and procure 
prefently. " * luch Prifoners to be reftored as were taken on both fides, without Ranfome. 

Now whether by his Ghoftly Counfel Odoacer was moved, or rather difeouraged 
by the Valour and Succefs of the Goths whom Heaven feemed to favour, he 
Theodoricb raifed his Siege and marched back to Ravenna. Theodoricb fpirited afreih by lb 
JSjJt unexpected a Retreat, refolved not to trifle in that manner with his Fortune; 
m, and flight his opportunities, but leaving the Women and Baggage at Pa - 

via followed the Enemy to Ravenna , which he blocked up in three fe- 
veral Places, not being well able for the fituation to get up and ftorm it. For the 
City lying two Furlongs diftance from the Sea is hardly acceffible on any 
part: the Haven full of Rocks and Shallows, the ground about it fenny and wa- 
terifh, as well by the flowing in of the Sea, as Rivers taking their Courfe thorough 
it. Therefore Theodoricb took up one Poft at Pinetus three Miles from the Town, 
placed another Party at Palatiolum , and had a third Guard at the Bridge of 
Candidianus, waiting for fuch opportunities as the Siege Ihould produce. Odoacer 
perceiving he was over matched in Valour and Conduct, if not in numbers, 
was unwilling to make any Sallies, yet conftrained to doe fomething for his 
Reputation, heifluedout, arid fell upon the Party lying at the Bridge, where he 
was lo war mly received, that he found it expedient to make a quick retreat 
into the City. Theodoricb forefeeing, that the Siege was likely to be drawn out 
in length, would riot fpend all his time in fo lazy an employment, hut leaving 
fufficient Guards to maintain his Polls, marched to other Towns poflefled by 
Take* Arimi- the Enemy, became Mafter of them, and having taken Ariminum, improved 
the Advantage offered him thereby of Hopping all Provifions from being carried 
by Sea to Ravenna. Thefe things got liim fuch Reputation, that Gundamund King 
of Africky Q the Succeflour of Hmerich that Arian Perfecutour who was eaten up 
of worms) fent Ambafladours, made peace with him, and left off wafting 
Sicily, which he had invaded. 

10. The Siege was carried on very gently • few corifiderable ACtsof Hoftihty 
intervening, onely light skirmifhes which the Befleged made to exercife his men, 
and tire out the Enemy, till Theodoricb returned from his Expedition againft the 
other Cities. Having taken them all, Ccefarea excepted, which Odoacer had furni- 
Ihed with a very ftrong Garrifon, he returned to his former Poft at Palatiolurh, 
on the twenty ninth of Auguft , and removing his Family thither from Ticinum or 
Pavia vigoroufly renewed the Siege. Hereby Odoacer was fo ftraitned for want of 
Provifions, that having made many ineffeChial Sallies, at laft, armed by Neceffity 
and Defperation, in the filence of the Night he led out his whole Army, which 
Theodoricb was not fo negligent as not to perceive, and therefore drew his For¬ 
ces together, and made himfelf ready to receive him. Here evidently appeared 
what influence Neceffity and Paffions have upon humane Actions. Such as formerly 
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Scc 5 t I. were not able to receive a charge from the Go/Ztf,now bow them all down before them, 
and compelled him who had been wont to give them the chafe to take him to his 
Driven to his heels, and fly amain towards his Camp. Hither when he came, his Mother pre- 
£“™ pby0< k'fented her felfin the Gate with intention to flop him, asked him whither he 
was going, and told him there was no place of fafety for him, except fhefliould 
take up her Clothes, and receive him into that part from whence he was brought 
forth into the World ; with thefe words he was both afliamed and irritated to 
fuch a Degree, that rallying as many of his Men as he could get together, he 
But he rein- charged the Enemy with luch violence, that he drove him back into the Town, 

5w s thc anc l reinforced the Siege as ftrong as ever. 

‘ & ‘ ii. Now were all the Difficulties and Hardlhips, which ufually attend a tedious 

League, renewed both to thofe without and them within: in the City great fte- 
rility bordering upon extreme Famine, in the Camp wearinels and Impatience 
contracted by fo many fruitlefs labours and skirmilhes. The Bifhops fail not to 
interpofe their Indeavours for an amicable compofure; through their Interceffion 
Meflages are fent from both fides, and at length, at the defire of Theodoricb, Odo¬ 
acer confents that he fhall reign with him in equal Authority and Power as King 
An Agreement a lfo of Italy. Hereupon on the twenty feventh of February the Siege is raifed, and 
Jdgnwi? 311 theodoricb entring Ravenna lived friendly and peaceably with Odoacer his Collegue 
the* for fome little time. But then he grew weary of that Fellowihip, of which the 

Throne is wont to be impatient, and having invited him to a Feaft, when he de¬ 
manded his fharc configned to him by the League, pretending fome Confpiracy 
Qdo.iccr flain. againft his own Perfon, he caufed him to be llain together with his Son and the 
Principals of his Friends, about feventeen years after the Depoflng of Auguftulus, 

A. D. CCCCXCIII. Procopius plainly writes that he was treacheroufly flain, but 
Caffiodorus and for dams feem to make it more than a pretence of Theodoricb. 

Nay the * former fays that Odoacer did really plot againft his life, and the f lat- * 
ter barely relates that he put him to death. But the one was in great favour with t : £odoricu} 
him, and executed the place of Secretary in his Court, though a fober and grave Rpnmumin. 
Writer,- and the other being a Goth, and his Countryman might be cautious 
faying any thing which might reflet upon his Nation. But Odoacer fo died, and ttmfibi inffi 
Theodoricb eafily made himfelf Matter of Italy, whofe Government w r e are now 
to relate. But forafinuch as the Goths made now, and had made fuch anoife|^„ fn -, 
and buftle in the World, had done fuch things, made fuch Conquefts and foun- vavit. 
ded feveral Kingdoms, its highly requifite that we premife iomething concerning 
the Original arid firft Motions of this People, taking in alfo thofe of other Nor¬ 
thern Nations in the way as they fitly prefent themfelves. For out of the North 
they fwarmed like fo many Cultures , Rites and other Birds of Prey , fell upon the 
Eagle , and after fore bickering, having fpoiled him of his Weftern Plumes, at 
length outed him of the Heft it felf, and fo held it and the Regions about it, till 
a Cock of generous breed, though allb of Northern extraction, cleared Italy and 
other Countries of them, and trimming himfelf with the Weftern Plumes, letup, 
and was owned, for a Weftern Eagle. 
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The Original of tbe G oths, &c. 


SECT. II; 


The Original of the Goths and other Barbarous Nations, 
that invaded and foiled Italy, 

j /-w-SHE Northern Clime out of which thefe Goths and others derived their jjj 

From Scandia ' Defcent, who invaded the Southweftern Parts of the Roman Empire, 

the Goths md , Tra( <j ground which the Ancients thought an Ifland, but fince has 

tl been found to be a Peninfula , known by the Names of Scandinavia, , Scandia,, 

Scanza Scanzia and Scantia, becaufe -the Inhabitants made ufe of higher* Grotii 
and fteep Rocks in the Room of Cattles which they called Scanzen, to which 
the Word being added which fignifies Land, thence came that of Scandinavia. 

The Greeks called it Baltia from the inward Sea, for an Irruption of the Sea dalorum, (ft. 
it fignifies- and Procopius thought it to be Thule. It’s a great fpace of ground 
compared’on t h e North, and the Eaft by the Sea ; and the Botnick Bay and 
the Baltick Sea fence it on the Weft and South; as alfo by Rivers which pour 
themfelves out into the Botnick Bay, and the Ruffian or white Sea. 

7.. Tacitut placeth two Kingdoms in this TraCt, viz. of the Sueones and the 
Sittones. The former are alfo varioufly called Suiones, Suetbani and Suethidi, by 
our Englifli Writers Suedi and Suethedi, by others Suit home, homines Suetici, and 
Two King. Sued worft of all. The Sueones or Suethi were fo called as laborious and getting 
dorm therein ii v i n g S by thefweat of their brows ; and the Sittones, on the contrary, from a 

Of the Sueones g Cedent an or idle Cowfe of Life. The Kingdoms were divided by the Moun- 
Sittones. / in fo named from the feven Hills i and the Countrey of the Sittones was 

called Norwegia or tfordwege becaufe fituate to the North. After Tacitus his time 
other Nations might peirce themfelves into Scanzia, as did the Heruli and Rugi, 
and afterwards the Dani who had been a Colony of the Suedi, but retained 
and poflefled themfelves of part of the Countrey not long before Juftiniad s 
time Procopius and Jornandes being the moft ancient Writers that mention 
them and the latter faying that they drove the Heruli out of t?he Seats which 
they ’had poflefled in Scanzia. Now befides the Sueones and Sittones, feveral o- 
ther People are found to have been Inhabitants of Scanzia, as the Goths which 
cloths and from their Habitations Eaftward and Wdlward, carried the Names of Oftrogoths 
mjirogotbs. a nd Weflrogoths, by the Latines corruptly called Vifigotht. They had the Name 
of Goten or Guten, which fignifies Good, from Strangers for their great humanity to 
fuch as they entertained. That the Goths inhabited Scanzia is evident from all 
forts of Writers and other Teftimonies, and there had their Name, as other Peo¬ 
ple for their inhumanity to Strangers received contrary appellations, as the Zuadi 
Witti and Thaifali. Of the Goths other Nations defcended, or were the fame with 
them and from fome Accidents received other Names as ^ieLongobards, and 
Wandals. And thefe Names they took after the Migrations of thofe Scanzxan Na¬ 
tions which they made far and wide, and thereby made themfelves fo confidera- 
bleas to be known both by their old and new Names, and much more by the 
Effects of their vi&orious Arms. . . , , , . . ~ . 

H For their firft Motion or Expedition we are in the dark, and as in the Ori¬ 
ginals of all Nations, fome truth is involved in many and great Fkftions and Poe- 
tick Romances, fo we may probably conjecture in this of theirs. Oneftorywe 
are to mention, becaufe a late learned and mgemous Writer hath token much 
pains to make it probable. And it hangs upon this hinge of Truth, that the & origlne 
Goths or Getes in moft ancient times out of Scandia made Inroads notonely into Angkd 
the Cherfonefus, the Iflands of the Baltick Sea and the more Northern Parts of um ‘ 
Germans, but into feveral Parts both of the Afan and European Sarmatta and 
Scythia, whence driving out the Inhabitants they there feated themfelves, as well 
as in Thrace and feveral other Provinces. Upon this Foundation the Northern 
Writers raife particular ftories, which we cannot tell how to call falle as to the 
main of them, but are very Romantick in their Circipiftances. As into other 
Regions, they fay the Goths pierced (in very old time it mult be J into that Part 
of the Afian Scythia where there was a City afterward called by them 
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the Inhabitants whereof Afgardiani are by fome thought the fame with thofe 
Whom the Greeks knew by the Name of Afpurgiani,, both forts of Authours pla¬ 
cing them near to the Lake Mceotis, .where the River Tanais with great fury 
A C ° lon ?. our empties himfelf into it. Some think Ptolemy the Geographer called the City by the 
to JZrdia. very Name of Afcard or Afgard. The Countrey in which it flood was in a pe¬ 
culiar way called Afia by Strabo, and the People Afcei and Afiotce by other Wri¬ 
ters, being alfo called turns whom Mela makes the fame with the tyrfaget#, thofe 
whom at 'prefent we call Turks, having long time after entered into thofe 
quarters after they were deferted by the Goths, upon, their return back into 
Europe. Thefe Afpurgiani had their Kings, the Dominions of whom extended to 
the farther Mountains of Scythia within Imaus, where the Aufones, Syeli and lot re 
. inhabited, whom Strabo comprehends under the very .Name of Afpurgiani. 

4. Of this Afgardia or Afpurgia in procels of time was King one Othin, who 
had many other Names, according to the feveral Gothick Dialecfts, but that 
Woden. whereby he is commonly known i%'Weden,fcom which the third day of the 
week is called Wodenfday. Now moft Wonderful! things are faid of this Woden, 

Wonderfuii no more p amous an d Romantick ftories being told of any Heroe. What wonder- 
thuigs laid 01 full Powerhe had in Magick in transforming himfelf and other things, is not fit 
here to be related; his ways of enchanting were peculiar. Of his Government 
fine things are told; as alfo his A&sand Conquefts in the Eaftern ancj Northern 
Parts are celebrated, he beingfaidtobeLord of that part of Scythia lying toward 
the South. At what time the Romans grew terrible to the World, by his Magick 
knowing that he and his Pofterity fhould for a long time Reign in the Northern 
Parts of the World, he committed to his two Brothers Ve and Vdir, the Goverrl- 
ment of Afgardia, and went into Rujfta, whence he proceeded into Saxony, and 
thence into Gothia Suetica or Suethland. The Prince of this Countrey was one 
Gyluo, by whofe confent he and his followers planted there. Here, by his Inchant- 
ments, Rhimes and Songs, he did fuch incredible things, that his Name became 
famous and reached all Countries, and afterward the Suedi and other Nor¬ 
thern Nations facrificcd to him and his twelve Affiftants, which he chofe to 
keep him in Magical Rites and Government, and wickedly paid to him their 
Duty and Devotion which was due to the Lord of Heaven and Earth alone. 

What judg- 5. Now to make, a Judgment of this Story,it is very probable that fome famous 
is to be ]y[ an or Men there was of this Name, which indeed became wonderfully revered 
ma e of hw ^ t j 1£ Northern and other German Nations. Thefe Countries, as is obferved and is 
fufficiently evident, have, been much given to Magick and Inchantments , 

Charms and Tricks, many Monuments of their ancient Places of Burial, with 
their Ruuick Infcriptions fufficiently teftifying enough of this matter at this very 
day. That fome of the Goths were called Tun re we hear, and it is not improba¬ 
ble, that in this return out of thofe Scythian Quarters fome retained tliis Name, 
though the reafon of it was in the dark. For in the County of Lincoln upon the 
River Trent, a few Miles from Gainsborough, there is a Town now called Tirkfey, 
which the Saxons in their Language knew by the Name of Turkefigga or the Bland 
of Turks. In the Northern Countries many places bear the Name of Woden. It 
is not utterly to be neglected, that the Removals and Travels of the Goths, out 
of the more Northern Parts into Germany, and the adjacent Blands are faid farther to 
be made out, both by the Infcriptions in Ruuicb Characters,which are extant both 
in the faid Iflands and in Sueden, as well as by the Annalifts of thefe Quarters. 

Moreover great Pillars were in Sueden not long fince to be feen, which the In¬ 
fcriptions upon them manifefted to have been eredted by them in Memory of 
their Worthies, which had loft their Lives in Greece,Thrace or other places. It’s be¬ 
lieved by fome that from Woden, and his Companions who were Scythians, Suedia 
came to be called Nova Scythia , and the Inhabitants of the Cherfonefus or the Cim¬ 
bri to be termed by the Greeks, Celtofcythte, being firft known to them by the 
Name of Cimmerii, and why by this? but that becaufe they were firft in Scythia 
called Cimmerii, and into Germany and thofe parts travelled from the Bofphorus 
Cimmerius. 

6 . To be fure the People inhabiting Scandia, had thofe of the fame Names 
with themfelves, living in the Scythian Regions, and which mult neceflarily be 
deduced from the fame Original. That thofe three feverally denominated People 
which invaded and conquered this our Bland were of Scandian Original, none can 
doubt, viz. the Jutes, Gates or Getes (the fame with the Goths ) the Angli and 
Saxons ; and from Ptolemy the Geographer it appears, that in Scythia or Cimmeria 
there were three feveral People which were known by thefe very Names. He 
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I. And other Barb arous Nation^ which invaded^ Italy. 9 

foeaks of lota lying upon the Sea of the Rhiminii. Of the Safones under the Maf- Scdt. * 
ban and ^ Mountains. And thougff by name he mentions not the Angles, 

* fhe suebihe doth; or Suevi, part of which Nation the Angh are rationally 
thought to have beeri>dng fo called fromthe AAgle or Corner on which they feized 
in Germany This is accounted no ftnail Argument; that thefe People came into the 
Northern Parts of Germany at ho other time,- nor under any other Conduct than 
that of Woden, that before the time of his Expedition qo fuch Names as thefe 
do occur in Northern Writers, but after they became famous, efpecially the Saxons. 

In the Sacogothick Annals, thofe of Norland Denmark, thememory of them flou- 
riffies • but amongft the ancient Greek wd Roman Wntersthe.Saxons are known.as 
alfo the lutes by the Name of Cimbri, though the Suebiby that of their own; 

In Sarmatia, and efpecially in Livonia arc. many Towns, the Names of which are 
Saxon. And for the Maritime Parts, they fpeak the Language there at this very 
dav * the fame which about Pontus and thofe Northern Quarters of Afia, was fpo- 
ken even in the time of Ovid, the Poet, who being banifhed thither, became a 
Proficient in the Language of the Getes.. Well, this might te. when Strabo?}* 
ceth the Macropogones or Longobards in Cimmeria, about Syndica, near to which' 

Woden is laid to have reigned in Afpurgia. .An.Germany there is Trier s,mSaxon 
Die Trier, and fuch there were in Scythia alfo. The Chatfmlfohvcd m Gerrnany, 
not far from the Suevi, Angli and Chamani, and Ptolemy placeth them alfo in ScyJ 
tbia next the > Majfagetes , without the Mountains Imai. .r ••• 

7 To thefe things might be added,. that the Humours,iMarmersand Inclinati¬ 
ons of the Gothick Nations or Cimbri, did much fuit with'thofe of the Afiatitt 
Scythians. And all confidered, that therewere migrations tiiere can be little doubt,' 
the fame People being found at fo great diftanca Now whetlier firft thefe Na- 
tions pafled from Scandia into Scythia, or out oi'Scythia., into Scandia, may be 
fome queftion; butitfeems not difficult to be refolved, that fettingafide the 
firft planting of the World, they firft weiit from Scandia, becaufe the vaft 
Tra< 9 ts of that Countrey Germany, and the Blands fpeaking that Language, chal¬ 
lenge the other forts of People of the Afiatkk.Scythia to haye been then: Colo¬ 
nies’ for they were but few in number im companion of theiDNeighbours, who 
fpakein Language and Hved far differently frointhem. Affimtutthenas^poffib^that 
fuch a man as Woden there might be, it would- be of.conference, if we had 
any light concerning his return into Scandia:. A Tradition tfiere was amongft; 
the Saxons, that they came by Sea into Germany, but it is urged that noFoat- 
ftepsof any other Invafibn or Migration is to be found,'biff this; of Woden 
Some make it to have happened four and twenty Years^before: the Birth of- 
Chrift, about the time that Pompey wafted Syria; but if Woden delivered Den¬ 
mark to Ks Son Skhld, whence the Kings of that Countrey Were anciently 
called Skioldinger, this disaccording to the Danijh Cronology, lived almolt a 
thoufand Years before Pompey; and accordingly Woden with his Afiatzcis mult 
have preceded the Danijh Kingdom, and to Saxony, Sutvia aad jutia have given- 
their proper Names; By this account Woden muft have been ancienter than Afr- 
mer • but how will this confift with the Genealogies of ourownEnghfo £*>«**> 

Kings, the Foundersof the fevenKingdoms here, all which are derived mtiefeenp 
from Woden ? But Hengifi, the firft that came into Britain, arrived not nil aboub 
CCCCL Years after Chrift’s Birth, and he is faidto have been but the Ahnepos, **) 

Great Grandchild oiWoden,zs Cerdic, the Founder of the Kmgdomof the Wejtfax- 
o»s, the Tenth from him: Whereas by the former account,tfW<?» muft have prece-* 
ded the Birth of our Saviour above a thoufand Years. . • •• 

8 To difpatch therefore this Story of him, let us clofe with the opinion of 
them, who think that as amongft the Greeks, there were feveral there bore the 
Name of Hercules, but were all confounded together, and what was done by all 
was aferibedto one. It fell out in the fame manner as to the matter otWodem 
It’s thought that there were three which bore this Name, all deified by Idolaters. 

The firft, defeended from Saturn and the Trojan Kings, called Afianus,znd Odin kio- 
gainte or Woden the Ancient, who never came into Europe, but his Name and 
Rites were hither brought by others. The fecond oi Vpfall, to whom in Swede- 
land was a Temple dedicated fhining with Gold, who was alfo wiled Ap 0 ** 5 * 
but a ftranger of the Scythians. The third was called Mathodin or MiJleivoden, 
whom Saxo Grammaticus maketh mention, who, the other Woden being abroad, 
play’d tricks, and. took occafion to feign himfelf a God, but After his return fled 
into Phaonia, and there was flain by the Inhabitants. Some produce a fourth 
Woden, who being beaten by Pompey out of Afia into the Northern Parts, taught 
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Sect. 2 . the Peo P le the Arts ar }d Laws of the Afia ticks, and was therefore had in efpecial 
Honour. And yet; this flight from the Atmans is afcribed to him of Vpfall though 
they lived in far different Ages. Letius take then.ordeave this Stdry of Woden 
with the Migrations hxilo <Afia y ahdback againout of that Countrey, and retur- ,Jae ‘gfoir 
ning alfo to Scandia,. take notice of ithefe Motions .of thcGathick Nations which 
are warranted by unqucftionable Hiftocjv or probable at leaft. • * S!£"* ut 

9. It is not arailsitonpremife, that upbripaffinginto other Countries, the fame c ^ e w/ " fw - 
Peoplegot-feveral Namesj. as either Strangers made terminations tOiiheir old 
ones, or as they.obferved fomethin£ they thought rtioft ! remarkable in them: 

According to the Way jof feverally tferminating: wonds, and bringing them zs 3 0thi 
The Migrati- “f r a f ascan ff b ? to the toofa Change Language,, the feme!GtfAjare in feveral 
on* of the Writers called Gates, Gut ones, Gothmes,\Gythanes, GiUtones hnd Gut tonic i, as the fame * 

Goths. Countrey is termed Gottbia and: Gudlandia. Andl indikejinanner,, rthe Franci andf ^'" Geticit ' 
Francones, VafcizodVafiones, Frifii and Frifones, Suedi and Sueones are the fame *' 4 
After the firft migration of them North ,Eaftwatd to the Lake of Maotis, where' 
even at this very day they retain : both the Names,- Manners and Lm^iage of 
Goths, as their CoUntrey that of Gottbia, they deem to have fent ioitfthat 
lony which planted it felf between the Rivers Allis ( by thofe Goths Called Got* 
thella) nndViftulaj where they prefetved their Countrey Name. Grotius gueffeth 
that above three Hundred years before pur Saviour, they firft went outof Scanzia vi fi Gmiu>m 
Godonavia or Gothland ; and coming into the Continent of. Germany, drove out the* reiXtZL. 
Ztlmirugi, and there lefta Colony whichTicfrw calleth Gotthones. Thatthe Iflands '* bmZ 
adjoining they very anciently Pedpfed, there is no doubt, as alfo the Sea coafts bilisVe ™ i > 
where the *fftii inhabited who had this Name, and their Countrey that of*v£f- ITxu£L 
tonia, from lying EaRward from thenL Hence he believes they made Incurfions nibus - 
as far as Maotis, and into Dacia, but when he cannot fay ; but that it was before 
the time of the Antonini. He faith he learns this from Spar Ganns, who in the 
life of Caracalla > whites that the Gotthi were called Getes, as many others alfo have 
hinted, becaufe the nearnels of the Name deceived the Romans (though Gete be 
a Name of Thrace, and Goth a German word } and the Goths held thole pla ce s 
which anciently bore the Name ofthe Getes. Hence in the Reign, of Philip, Jor* 
nandes brings them into Mafia and Thrace*, and it appears that from this time, - 
Part of the Goths remained in Mafia, who by Jornandes are called Gothi Minores, 
and who receiving Letters from xkv Greeis, delivered them to the other Gothick 
Nations. 


IO; Amongft the .Roman Writers, after Spartianus, he obferves, that the firft 
mention of the Goths is made by Aurelius Vittorf pufiliflied by Schottus, ) in the 
Reign of Decius, atwhattime out of Dacia, they poUred out themfelves into the 
Their invafi- neighbouring Thrace, being by Zofimus and Zanares czlkdScytbians, as by their 
oni - Original they well might, and did pafs for fuch. In the time of Aurelia,* 

and Galltenus they proceeded farther, and wafted Greece, Macedonia, Pontus and 
Afia, feveral particulars being related by divers Authours. From others it ap- 
pears that Claudius being Emperour they: fell upon Marcianopolis in Mafia, and 
then wafted both Macedonia and Illyricum,be£i<sgng Caffandria and Thejfalonica. Both 
Maxmtan and Conjlantme the Great received them into friendihip and fociety, and 
the latter made uje of them againft the Sarmata, and tinder Theodofius the 
younger, part of Thrace fell to their ftiare. Procopius tells us that the Goths called Hi fi- 
Tetraxitee, lived near to the fhore and ftraits of Maotis, and farther from them,** «* 
the Goths and Vifigotbs, and V vtdals, and all the other Gothick Nations anciently 
named Scy thians, as aft the other Nations of thofe Parts with fome difference, in 
lomeot Sarmatians, Melanclanians and other Names. On the other fide ofthe 
lake lived the Cimmerians or Humes, who it’s laid being perfwaded by two young 
Men.fhat purfued a Scag.that the water was fordabl<which they had not though? 
before ) lnftantly took Arms and pafled over. He adds that the Vandals were 
gone before and feated in Africk, and the Vifigotbs were in Spain. And fo they 
ftl upon the Goths, who dwelt in the Champian, killed many and chafed away 
the reft. Such as efcaped paired the River Ifler, with their Wifes and Children 
into the Roman Territory.where they did much mifehief. Afterward the Em- 
perpur planted them irn a^Countrey of Thrace, and fometimes they aided the to- 
^ty of Qmfederates, receiving yearly. Penfions, whereby it appears 
that the Goths ( fo Procopius obferves ) came not as Men conquered, but upon 
the Articles of a League. Sometimes alfo they made eaufelefc War upon the 
ftamans, till under Theodoruh they removed into Italy. r 


11. Great 


^— -T T Great Mifchiefs did the Goths bring to the Roman Provinces by theft Inva- Se^ 2 * 

, . tatthe gteateft mifehief of ah happened by the Empire, its 

fions and Inro , . . j mean when Valens received them into Thrace, as 

opening it«r SdPart, in the year CCCLXXVI. Having 
we have at lar^ r wluther they were driven from their own Seats by 

byhw leave pafled . turned head againft their Entertainer, and afterward 
mov^Tfo’ ^^H^of the Provinces, ftiil taking occaf,on 
proved 10 .“JJJJ ?\ au i ete d by any Seats or Entertainment given them, 

t0 dSihtte«eSeft rilem w^e preferred to the greateft place of Magi- 
ftmcvTnd Dkfity, Si they made themfelves Leaders or Jin'gMnd travelling 
lhacy and vigm.y, J Provinces as Lorijs and Matters thereof. 

what hath been copiouily related to him 
• ihu Lrif concerning their Motions in the time of Honortus, the Invafion 
Ahrkk ' their Aarons in Gall and in Spain. 
of Italy, and ta “5 > ld b p mo piuS, concerning the Deer being 

omfnedV^oSg men, an! C what thereupon happened) the Invafion of 

Ihe S^of thJ Goths by the Hunnes, and their flying to the Damtle, is by c. c. 24,25* 
SLfg madethe lame with their flight thither in the Reignof Valens,y hom 
rhev oetitioned to be received within the Roman Tale, what ever Procopius talk 
Sj SS bebjMW feated in Africk, and the Vifegoths in Spain. It is 
ferther to be taken notice of, that the Migrations out of Scandia were in more 
ancient times, and that thofe irruptions which brought rurne to the Roman Pto- 
\dnces. anefsave beginnings to the Principalities ereifted by thefe Barbarous Na- 
y^nfri,erein S werekom the Eaftern quarters. Jornandes diftinguilheth thus of 
T mSinn! Thofe that aboad in the firft part of Scythia by Maotis, are 
their Habi • p^ imgr p ot t b e ir King j they that inhabited in the fccond foil 

of °Dacia Thracia and Mafia had Zamolxes, whom moft Writers of Annals teftifie 
ro have bin a wonderfully learned Philofopher. Befides this he had formerly 
fnnlcpn of their planting in that part of Scythia, which bordered on the Sea of 
iWm But now at the S time that they grew fo terrible to the Empire, after thatof 
ydm, they began to be known to the World, by the afterward terrible Names of 

r '{T T’hevwere toiown indeed more by thefe Names, after their parting 
„n_ r lii Oiwitfrc of the Empire, but the Names were much ancienter. And 
rr^of^ frSTtheir fixation of Weft and Eaft, they were firft called Wojlroooths , 

^rmtbsmd 1 Q 3 r0 npths in their own Countrey is moft probably ^nd Grorz^ concludes 
Wepogothi. an -f Jornandes hisDefcription of Scandia (who therein indeed mentions the norum qu* 
OftrZls ^ml “other.) and from Vofljcns, Who abodt thefihie *CUu- 
dins Snakes mention of the Auftrogoths, with whom the Gftrogoths are the fame. diebus fip te m 
Ttey were joined aether tdl the Reign of ^S^£^ e °L)feSd & 3 S& 

ScttfSS wwlolhtLiVlfizotp .)I they’were whobdng^r£^^ 

and treated ill as they pretended contrary to the Agreement defeated an dkiUed 
vthns After thisthey feized on Thrace and Dacia Rtpeiifis, not by a pjfeOariou fjunta marc 
Itht but bv wayof Dominion, and even in the time of Gratia*. Afteiward^|^- 
?tL P K? of them^undar Condudt of Fridigcrn invaded Thefaly snd Acbara,j.nd anp< u f q . a dBjr- 
P SSitidfb TfiriSml and Safrack fell into Pam*nia,*d<*™V^pdoJofi«s^ 
£SS?«ftSrHii» Peace 

ThZo and Greece, after Radagaifus invaded /ra/y through Panto**, as we have 
town at Urge, aod firft after the Galli Senones took Rvawrn thevmeot ^onortns. 

He That fuccretied Athanefedii the like; andprefently invaded Gat which was 
fcr&to. by th eWandali There the Weflern Goths fetled a .Dbmittod, aodaf- , 

the ojirogoths. e c w feme other Kings more ancient, the - Nairtes of whoifi are tp be AmahCtthftei. 

fomS^-J^awfts^was the Son of ^«grs, and it ieems Yy?rlrJrfei 

Name tofris Suecellburs. He was the Father of Ifarna, and If* rn * o°ft> *”£ l ; . 

^ wtotn thSn of PMipthe Empereur wi* »E.S6JSS, 
knowing notj. whether from him or themfituation they reived this Name, Auftr/am. 
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Sea-. 2 . that bdiw Confederate of the Empire their Stipends were not paid them pallid-~~ 

—^ file Danube, wafted Mxfia and Thrace, and forced Marciampolis to compound 
with him, and redeem it felf The Nation of the Gepila, feeihg him thus vXl 
nous enved him this good Fortune, and made, war upon their Kinlmen, as Tr 
The Gefield hiT it th0Ug !l tytteword Patrules, and how they came to be dieir Kinf- 

ot Gu,Lk. J" "- h J te j! s you ’ i he l f ait . Il » l . n lll0rt >' ou ask the queftion. He puts his Reader 
m mind, that at the beginning of his .Book, he (hewed how the Goths proceeded 
out of the Ifland Scanzia with Bench their King, traniported onely in tlnee 
^ups to the Bank of the hither (Dcean. Of thefethree VeiTels, one, as often hap- 
pens faihng flower than the reft, gave Name to the People; ( which landed in an 
Ifland of the River Vijlula, and afterward proceeded farther ) for in their Language 
Slow is fignified by Gepanta. Hence came it to pafs that by little and httle 

out SZEft 7 * T G ^ k t ,°J hem by way ^ reproach. For the Gepidce witfc 
out doubt derive their Ongmai from the Stock of the Goths ; but becaufe L 
was laid, Gepanta figntHethJomething flow andjluggijh , the Nickname of the GePi Goto 

For $2" "f’ 1 darC n “ ve « ** to be the fal?eft thbg thS i^SST 

Forthey are of a flow humour and difpofition, and more heavy as to motion fT ^ itur ' 

ginal^of the Gepldt 1S ^ Relatlon ?£ Jornandes concerning the Name and Ori- ^>2L£> 
gmal or the Gepidce. He agrees with Procopius herein, who declaring which V uinu " mn 
were the greateft and moft femous of the Gothick Nations, reckons thl Goths fecuGm ' 

S a m^mt y ^noth eCall ft T" 

auaae^ Hefimn^ !? d Rell l‘ 0n ’ !* in S a11 Ar,Ms . and all fpake the Gothick Lan- 
tbei ? to have been anciently one Nation, and their Names to 
lave been diftmgudhed afterward by their feveral Princes. Formerly he faith this 

and ^Jrw^^oniboth^dK^^^ * ^^eptedes held the Pi^esabouLS7»g^» 

iflCSS ’ where they were when he wrote hisHiftory. 
r-Ju'r 111C M 6 . otller Teftimonics fufhcient to prove, that the Gepidce were a. 

EmXT'Th^Zoncel^- asWel i a T fen > **"**■ Md waftedthe*«« 

/ 5 -Tiiey were once AfTociates with the Romans, but joined with the Lorn- 

f^ s J ndbroke Truces after which they made great ftfts in The World Si 
Alboin, wh C o V mamed ^/W^Sau^SfrfCW *£ KinX S 

were^aim^ullvIbeaten^fnT th r^ 7 Battd Was fou 6 ht > wherein the Gepidce 

thouftJdMeShehSSfTii J with the other confifling of feventy 
/- // r> *• hchimlelf fell on Eujlefium or Nonce • whence beinp' remnveA Kv 

SSSidSS^^rih W 1 C “ y Trajan had builf upo^ovep- 
tou°^S S hta hTremnv n ■ h » e R " a p ter - Rut Dtcius th « Emperour marching 
ftna for Ph'lieln rf- th 5 ? arts of "’*■***' near adjoining, purpe? 

Dec/U , s mtended to purfue him, and refting his Men at 
fXiXoZca c^h fdl !' kc “Thunderbolt upon him, a g „d forcedhtm 
Governor Prtsto Z ^S' 0 ” 6 rbilippMs, at length got the 

cSSS ofthe nmTrH with turn, and purfued Deem, where Callus being 

rnat ^ountrey. Iney all fted Maximtan the Emperour againft the Parthians and 

hfrn ^ ho the , Gre i t - as r^ Licinius ' f° rt y thoufand of them Svirg iider 
him, who continued m the Roman Army bv the Name Xur 

Jnrict ‘hey did under the Condubt of their Kings Ararick and Aurick after whom came h ‘- 

Gibcridc. Gibe rick a notable Perfon. He overtlirew the Wandah i 11c \i p ;„ul .., _ . r nore pollens. 

them. Such of the Wandals as remamed after the Overthrow, begged Pannonia H ^f^ n 
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of Conftantine the Emperour, to whofe Succeftion they were obedient forty years, Sedfc. 2, 
till being invited by Stilico they fell upon Gall t but fetled not therein. Gilerick v^-v-vj 
Ucrmanarick. b c i n g c j eac ] > after lome time Hcrmanarick was King, one defeended of the moft juJidopub- 
noble Family of the Amali. He conquered fo many Northern Nations, that by oonifpMem. 
fome he was compared to Alexander the Great. Having fubdued many ( the Here^xerciti*. 
Names of whom jornandes gives us, but might have as well fupprefled them ; fo Hneman, 
ftrange they are } he could not omit the Hertili , blit needs miift fall on them ^jernianarick. 
alfo. The Hiftorian tells us from a far better Authour, Ablanius whofe work MiUtibut 
hath mifearried, that this Nation of the Heruli , dwelling near the Fenns of Mce- f° aent ' 
otis in waterilli places, had its Name from them, which by the Greeks are called 
Hebe: a People, he adds, by how much more fwift and agile, fo much more 
The Original abundantly proud ; for there was then no Nation, which chofe not its light ar- 
ofthe Heruh. me( j Soldiers out of them. But formerly in the feme work Jornandes writes, that 

they were driven out of their Seats by the Dani> which Seats were in Scar,zia y q • 
for of the Inhabitants thereof he fpeaks in that Chapter. With him Procopius * 
agrees, that they inhabited formerly beyond the River Ifter, fervingmany Gods, Dc Bello Getk. 
and holding it no impiety to appeafe them with humane Sacrifices. He adds, l ‘b. z. 
that they had Laws different from other Men, when Men were grown aged or 
tick, they were not to live; but intreat their Kindred to put them out of the 
World. The Kindred made a Pile of wood ahd fet the Man on the Top, and 
fent one who was a ftranger to him in bloud to difpatch him, then fet they the 
Pile on fire, and the flame being done gathered up his bones and buried them. 

When one of the Heruli died, his Wife ( if fhe would be thought virtuous } was 
to ftrangle her felf over her Husband’s Tomb; otherwife fhe was efteemed infa¬ 
mous, and an Enemy to her Husband’s Kindred. 

1 6. In time they over-topped the bordering Barbarians in Populoufnefs and Power, 
and vanquifht them in fight one by one, foraged their Countries, and kept them 
under. They fubdued the Lombards being Chriftians, and made them pay Tribute 
either out of Covetoufnefs or Vainglory, it being a thing not ufed by the Barba 
rians in thefe Parts In the Reign of Anaftafius, having none left to fubdue, they 
remained quiet for three years, but for that reviling and provoking their King Ro- 
dulph y he made an unjuft War upon the Lombards , not charging them with the 
breach of Treaties or any other Pretence. The iflue was that many of the Heruli 
were flain with their King, and the reft flying were almoft all cut in pieces. Upon 
this they left their Countrey, and palling through all the Land beyond the River 
IJler y fete down in the Countrey of the Rugt who had left it, and were gone 
with the Goths into Italy. But the Land being wafte they removed to the Gepidce y 
who at firft permitted them to plant by them, but afterwards wronged and abu- 
fed them, which moved them to pafs Ifier y to dwell by the Romans there. Ana- 
Jlatius received them, and afterward when they committed wicked A< 5 ts, he killed 
moft of them, fending an Army, and would have deftroyed them all, but their 
Leaders begged their Lives,and to be taken for Auxiliaries and Servants of the Em¬ 
pire, and fo fome efcaped alive; yet neither aided nor ferved the Romans. Jufiinian 
coming to the Empire, gave them a fertile Countrey and Goods, made them 
alfo his Aflociates, and perfwaded them to be Chriftians; upon which they grew 
civiler, and applying themfelves to the Laws of Chriftianity, ferved the Romans 
as Auxiliaries. But ftill, feith Procopius , they are falfe to us and covetous, not thin¬ 
king it any lhame to wrong their Neighbours. They ufe impious Mixtures with 
Men and Beafts, being indeed the wickedeft of all Men and Wretches, wretchedly 

Th* Wick- to perilh: Some of them continued the League with us, and the reft revolted 
upon this Occafion. To fhew the fevagenels of their Nature, they killed Ochon 
their King fuddenly; without alledging any thing, but that they would no more 
be under a King. 

17. And indeed their King before had onely the Name, otherwife littleadvan- 
tageabove a private Man. All fate at meat with him, and put licentious Affronts 
upon him, the Heruli being the moft indifereet and lighted Men alive. But 
this foul fa<ft they inftantly repented, finding no poffibility to Jive without Go- 
vernours and Generals. After much confultation they refolved to fend for one of 
the Bloud Royal, from the Ifland of Thule. For the Heruli being overthrown 
by the Lombards , and leaving their Native foil, fome dwelt in Jllyricum y but o- 
thers paft not the River Ifier y but thought it better to plant in the uttermoft bcu> 
ders of the habitable World. Thefe conducted by many of the Bloud Royal, palled 
through the Nations of the Slani } a ferge defert Countrey, the Varn't y and thofe 
of the Danes Q the Barbarians ufing no violence againft them ) and coming to 
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Sedt. 2. the Ocean, and getting fhipping arrived at the Ifland 7 bale, where they (laid. 

C'-y-s J Thus writes Procopius of the Heruli, who by tbule means the Peninfula of Scan- 
Jia, which he calls ten times bigger than Britain , faith moft of it was watte, 
bujt in that which was inhabited, wejre feated thirteen populous Nations, and 
oyer every Nation was a King. Arpongft thejm the Herulian wanderers planted 
themfelves; and thofe who continued amongft the Romans, having murthered 
their King, fentfomcof their chief Men to the Ifland of Thule, to bring over 
one of the Bibud Royal if they could find any there, from amongft many 
they brought one, who dying by the way of ficknefs, they went back and brought 
another named lodajius, accompanied with his Brother Aordas, and two hundred 
Heruli. They being long upon their Journey, the Heruli about Singedon , conceive- 
ing it might be inconvenient to introduce a King from tbule without JuJUni- 
ans confent, fent to the Emperour to Conflantiuople to give them what King he 
pleafed. He fent them Suartuas one of their Nation, who had long lived at Conflan- 
tinople , and him atfirft they received joyfully, adored him as King, and obeyed 
him in the ufual Dire&ions. But within few days hearing of the coming of the 
Ambaflkdours from tbule, they revolted from Suartuas (who had commanded 
them to goe out and kill them ) to the New Comers, and he was forced tQ 
fly back to Conftantinople. The Emperour fet himfelf to reftore him, and there¬ 
upon the Heruli revolted to the Gepida. So much writes Procopius of this Peo¬ 
ple, of whom weoftenfpeakin theCourfe of our Hiftoryupon occafion. It feems 
they lived beyond the River IJler, and afterward fomeof them parted into Scan- 
dia, from which poflibly alio they defcended amongft other Gothick Nations ; 
for amongft Gothick Nations Procopius reckons alfo th,e Scirri and Alani , q c Bello Goth, 
amongft whom he puts Odoacer , as one of them, and faith he was of the hb. i. initio. 
Lifeguard to the Emperour ; and him other Authours call King of the Heruli , 
who invading Italy were we fuppofe more Civiliz’d, than thofe of whom Proco¬ 
pius writes. 

18. Well! upon the Heruli, Hermanarick King of the Ojlrogothsmz.de war, and 
though their fwiftnefs prevailed againft other Nations; yet it fubmitted to the 
flownefs and liability of the Goths, and they ferved Hermanarick amongft Other 
Nations. After them he fubdued the Veneti who became his Servants* though 
afterward in the time of Jornandes , becaufe of the Sins of his Age they raged 
every where, being, though Iprung from one Root, germinated into three Names 
of Veneti, Aules and Sclani By his prudential valouyr he conquered the *s£jlri, 
who inhabited on the longeft bank of the German Ocean, and as if it had been 
eff ected by his own Labours, he commanded all the Nations* both of Scythia and 
Germany. Not very long after, as he relates from Orofius, the Nation of the 
Humes raged againft the Goths with more than bitter fury; and to be revenged on 
them for that and their other Pranks, he gives you an account of their Origi¬ 
nal alfo, as he found it related by Antiquity. Filimer King of the Goths the Son. 
of Gandarick the Great, being their fifth Prince after their going out from the 
Ifland of Scanzia, haying with his People entred into, the Scythian Territories, 
fouricl ampggft them certain Witches, which in his. Coujatrey Language he called ' 
Aliorutpna, and having them fufjie&ed he thruft them: away from his Company, 

The Original ajidcompeUed them to depart into the Wildernefs far from his Army. Unctean 
of ‘heW/wnwSpiritsfeeing thefc Women wandering intheDefart lay with them, and^procre- 
a^cd this moft furious brood, wkich atfifft continued in theFenns fmall and ia- 
confldemJfle, as it werqa kind ofS&ii,. neither known by any other word than 
that which, fignified; an Image, of Mankind. From Prifcus the Hiftorian, he adds,, 
that in the. Fenn of Maoris, this CniedNation poflefled the farther Bank being 
expert in hunti/ig and no, other labour, onely when it grew into Multitudes, with 
Frauds and Rapines it difturbed the neighbouring Nations. 

i*>. Concerning the Original of the Hmpes we mutt leavefornandps to himfelf, Hi „ Ce;k 
but concerning-their Seats his Relation is confirmed by other Writers. Procopius lib. 4, 
telj$ us, that the two Straitsof Rfount Caucafuf, which let in the, Hunnijh Nati¬ 
ons upon the Romans and Perficms y were caRed the one tzar, and the other the 
Cafpian Gates . That the Counttey extendipg from Mount Caucafus to th eCafpian. 

Gates the Alani held, fubje^t to none, but as Confederate they ferved.the Perjians 
againft the Romanp apd all the World. That under. Mount Caucafus dwelt the Gar- 
irian Humps, and fome other Humifh Nations 5 and hence they, laid iftued the- 
Amazons, and made aCapip ^Xhemi/cyrus bythe Riveroitbemidon, near where 
inhis.Days ftpod.the City of Amijus. Butt now faith he are left no, 4 pta&«s. in. 
the Countries about Mount, Caucafuf. Strabo, he : adds, and fome others have 

made 
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made much difcourfe about them, but they feem to fpeak moft truly, who Sedt. 2. 
think that there was never any fuch MannilhRace of Women; nor that Nature 
in Mount Caucafus onely Served from its facred Laws; bur that the Barbarians 
The Oceafioii c f t h e fe Parts making an Expedition againft Afa, brought their Wives along 
Of feigning with whom they left in a Camp near thermedon. That they themfelves 

AmavntJ overrum ung much. of Afa were fo encountred and defeated, that none efcaped to 
the Camp ; and that there their Wifes being ibrely put to it by the fear of the 
People adjoining, and by want of Vkftuals, took on them Countenances of 
Meii, and-armed themfelves with the Furniture left by their Husbands, and 
' ’ with*-the fame performed feme commendable Atftions, compelled by neceflity, 

• till they were all flain. This is his opinion, and that the Amazons were Wives . 

that went tb war with their husbands, the Experiment whereof, he faith, hap¬ 
pened in his own time. And commonly the addicftions which defcend to Po- 
fterity, are the linages of thofe which were before. For the Humes, in their Im* 

‘ road upon the Romans , often coming to a Battel wherein fome of them were 
flain, and the Remans fearching the dead Bodies,, have found Women among 
them. Other Armies of Women were never, neither infefting Afia nor Europe. 

Neither was it ever heard that the Caucafian Mountains had all their Men wa¬ 
fted at-any time. Afterward, fpeaking of feveral other Nations, he fiibjoins that 
beyond the Sagini, were many Htmnijb People in a Countrey called Eulyfia, 
poflefled by thele Barbarians in the maritime and in-land Parts thereof to the Lake 
Maoris, and the River tanais, which difembogues iiito the faid Labe, and the 
Lakeinto the Buxine Sea. Anciently the Inhabitants were called Cimmerii, but 
in his time Z/turgurians. But the Reader may remember how we have already 
fpoken much of the Z/turgurian and Caturgurian Humes, from the fame Procopius, 
who gives another Chanufter of the Humes in general than Jornande's doth; 
for fpeaking of the Autte and Sclani amongft other things, he faith that they were 
remote from knavifh Craft and Malice, being like to the Humes in this very 
Innocence alfo. At length they drove out the Lombards, and planted themfelves 
in Pannonia. But let us-hear what other dreadfull things Jornandes relates in his 
Account of the War betwixt them and the Goths. 

2,0. They being Hunters, fome of them exercifing themfelves this way on 
the farther Bank of Maoris found a Deer, and purfued her, as was faid* before to 
the farther fide; for here he brings in that Story. Having by this means di£ 
coveted the way into Scythia , they fell like thunder upon feveral People he 
mentions, the Names of whom are hard to be underftood, and amongft others 
they fubdued the Alani equal to them in Valour and Skill but unlike, as to 
Humanity, Courfe of Life and Shape. For whereas poflibly they could not by 
force have mattered them, having afrighted and aftonifhed them by the Terrour 
of their Countenances, they feared them into flight. They were fearfully black 
to look on, but carried upon their Shoulders a deformed Lump (if it be fit to 
call it fo ) and no face which had rather little pricks or holes than any Lights or 
Eyes. Their ugly afpe< 3 : betrayed the boldnefs of their minds, who were cruel 
famnde, hi. againft their own Children, the firft day they came into the World For they 
Dercriptionof cut and mangled the Cheeks of their Sons, that before they fhould receive the 
an Hum,. Nour jfh ment Q f Milk, they might be conftrained to endure the pain of a wound. 

Hence they grew old and beardlefs, and became youths without Comlinefs, 
their faces being fo furrowed with the Knife, that the fears hindred the growth 
of Hairs. They were little in lhape, but aiftive and nimble, and Excellent Horfe- 
men, broad fhouldered and fit for fhooting and calling of darts ; they had ftrong- 
Necks, and proudly they bore them. In humane lhape they lived in beaftly 
Cruelty. 

xi. The Getes at the fight of a People the moft aftive of all others,- ahd the 
Controller of Nations were afraid, and eonfulted with their King how to 
be freed from them. Hermanarick though Conquerour of many Nations, yet 
when he deliberated concerning the coming of the Humes , was deceived by the 
treacherous Roocolani , who took occafion to ihew their falfenefs; though they 
ferved him amongft others. Punifhing one Santolk a Woman of that Nation, her 
two Brothers-£<*r«f and Arnmius, to revenge her death, gave him a wound in the 
fide of which he languifhed; and thereat Balamir King of the Hunnes caking 
Advantage moved againft him. With thought of this arid the anguifh of his 
wound, as alfo old Age, he was overcome, and died in the hundred and tenth 
Year of his Age The Vifigoths now had left their fellows, though formerly they 
had been joined with the QJtrogoths , and againft themtheA&wK* prevailed uponhisf 

death, 
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Se< 5 t. 2. death, who were feated in the Eaftern Coafl and called Ofirogoths, the Vi ft goths 
\y~v -being by the leave of Valens gone over the Danube, and received within the Ro¬ 
man Pale. The OJlrogoths after their departure continued in the fame place fub- 
Winithar. to the Hunnes , and were governed by Winithar of the Pofterity of Amalus, ^"t-hari 

who imitating the Valour of his Grandfather Ataulf, though inferiourin felicity 
to Hermanarick, fought profperoufly againft the Autre, and at firft againft the 
Hunnes, though Sigijmund another great Man would not break his Faith, but joined 
with them. But in the third Ingagement Winithar was flain, and Balamber, King 
of the Hunnes, kept under the Goths in quietnefs, yet fo as by his Confent they 
thmnimund, had Hill a Regulus of their own. After Winithar they were governed by Huni- Hundred* 

mrndy the Son of die mod: potent Hermanarick, who fought profperoufly againft ™ >Uraae Hun 
Thorifmund. the Suevi, and was fucceeded by his Son Thorifmund. He obtained a great Vic- 

tory againft the Gepidce, and is faid to have been killed by a fall of his Horfe . ri * « fine ' 
He died in the flour of his Age, and the Goths fo lamented him, that for the fpace 
of forty Years they had no King in his place, hisKinfman Wandalar the Brother’s Ferox^T 
Son of Hermanarick was famous for his three Sons defeended of the Race of the 
Amaliy viz. Walamir, Theodemir and Widemiry who loved each other with Bro¬ 
therly affe&ion. But they were fubjedt to the Commands of Attila King of the 
Hunnesy and neither they nor any Scythian Nation could be freed from his Domi¬ 
nion, but by his death fo much defired by all Nations in common, and by the 
Romans too, a death which was as profitable as his life, had been wonderfull. 

22. After his Death his numerous, or 13s Jornandes calls them, innumerous Sons, 
fell out about his Conquefts, and loft them all, being overthrown by Ardarick 
the King of the Gepidce in Pannonia. For Ellac the Eldeft was flain, and the reft 
after the Defeat fled to the fhore of Pontus, where the Goths had formerly lived. 

Many Nations were joyfull to be freed from fo grievous a Yoke, and feveral of 
them were kindly received by Marcian the Emperour, and had Countries diftri- 
buted amongft them. The Gepidce had the Seats of the Humesy and being Ma¬ 
tters of all Dacia, required no more of the Empire but Peace and yearly 
Prefents, as valiant and deferving Men; which he willingly granted, and 
which continued to be paid till the time of the Hiftorian. Th eGoths feeing that the 
Gepidce challenged the Territories of the Hunnesy and that the Hunnes alfo kept their 
Th eojirtgeehs ancient Scats, chofe rather to ask Territories of the Roman Empire,than to indanger 
affignedthem! themfelves b y invading thofe of others, and received Pannonia y which be-, 

' ing ftretched out in a long Champian had on the Eaft Mcefia Superior, on the 
South Dalmatia, on the Weft Noneum and the Danube on the North. The Countrey 
was adorned with many Cities, of which the Chief was Sirmis, and the laft 
Vindomina. The Sauromatce or Sarmatce, the Cemandri and fome of the Hunnes 
fate down in grounds afligned them at the Caftle Martena. The Sciri, Satagarii 
and others of the Alans with their Captain Candax received Scythia the lefs and 
the inferior Mafia, the Notary of which Candax the Grandfather of Jornandes was; 
and Gunthages the Son of his Grandfather’s Sifter was his Magifler Militum, being 
defeended alfo of the Amali. And he tells us that he himfelf though unlearned, 
had been a Notary before his Converfion. The Rugi obtained Scandiopolis. Of 
the Sons of Attila remaining, one planted in the utmoft Part of the LeJJer Scy - 
thia, and two others in Dacia Ripenfis. And many of the Hunnes every where 
put themfelves into the Roman foil. There were other Goths, who, as he faith. 

The Gothi were called Minores or the Lefier, a vaft People who had Vuljilas for their Bifhop 

Minores. and Primate, who was faid to inftru& them in good Letters, and in this time of 

the Writer they were in Mafia, inhabiting Eucopolitana. 

TheirBrother* We ^ ave now brought thp Ofirogoths into Pannonia, and there Jornandes 

and Kings, tells us that fuch as were fubjedt to Wal emir , and his two Brothers theodemir and Wal-mirBe - 

f ** le ™ iT ’ Widemiry though the Places of their Habitation were divided, yet their Councils 

mdernit.’ were united * But 1116 Sons of Attila now regarded them as fo many Slaves Popuiitfipe- 
run away, and came on purpofe to look after them. They fell upon Walemir y^mdemir 
alone, his Brothers knowing nothing of it,but he gave them fuch Entertainment that i4teFnnetft ‘ 
few of thole that attacqued him efcaped with their lives, but Hunnimund Caaptzm of 
the Suevi patting on to harrafs Dalmatia , made bold with feme of the Herds of 
Cattel belonging to the Goths , Suevia being Neighbour to Dalmatia and not far 
from Pannonia , efpecially that Pajd where the Goths then refided. Theodemir, the 
Brother of Walemir, thought- this was not to be endured, not fo much for the 
Cattel, as left the Suevi ihould thence take heart, and grow moreinfolent; there¬ 
fore he waylaid them by night, and taking them napping by fo unexpected an 
Attacque fo mattered them, that Hunnimund he took Friloner, and fuch as efca¬ 
ped 
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ped the Sword he made Servants to the Goths . Yet he was fo mercifull as to par- Sedt. 2. 
don what waspaft, and being reconciled to the Suevi adopted their King for ln$ 

Son and fent him home with them. But Hunnimund was fo ungratefull, as for- 
eettina the paternal obligation, he ftirrpdup the. Sciri who lived above : the Da- 
uube to join with him, to take up Arms and invade the Goths , with whom they 
had lived in Peace. The Goths looking on both as Friends were furprized with 
the War, but compelled by neceffity, betook themfelves to their Weapons and 
mmira ai». revenged the Injury. They had the miftiap to lofe Walemir s heir King, who in the 
Battel riding hard to animate his Men, his Horfe fell, and the Rider being call 
to the ground, was flain by the Lances of the Enemy, But to revenge .his Death 
and themfelves, they managed the Fight with that earneftnefs, that almoft all the 
Sciri were cut off , . , , , r 

25. Hunnimund and Alarick Kings of the Suevi fearing what might be the ef¬ 
fect of this Succefs, rallied the remainders of the Sciri, and with the afliftence of 
the Sarmatce, Gepidce and Rugi, made War upon the Goths. Walemir being dead 
they betook themfelves to his Brother Theodemir as their Head, who calling to his 
afliftence his Brother Widemir, gave Battel to the Confederates and obtained a no¬ 
table Victory, killing ten thoufandof them upon the place. .To be revenged on 
the Suevi , in the Winter he patted a Foot Army over, the Danube upon the Ice, 
and fell fuddenly into their Territories, which on the Eaft had for neareft 
Neighbours the Barobari , on the Weft the Franks , the Burgundians on the South, 
and the Thurhgi on the North. With the Suevi the Alemanni were Confederate 
and joined, but Theodemir overthrew, wafted and almoft fubdued tliem both, and 
then he returned into Pannonia where he joyfully received his Son Theodorich, 
whom the Emperour Leo had fent from Conjlantinople with great Gifts. This 
Theodorich Theodorich , being now in the eighteenth year of his Age, got together of his Fa- 
dotii wonders. t i ler > s Guar( j f uc h as loved him, almoft fix thoufand Men , and without his 
Fathers knowledge, patting die Danube , fell upon Babai King of the Sarmatce,who 
was grown proud for a Vidtory he had got over Camundus a Captain of the Romans, 
killed him, and plundering his Houfe, and getting what other booty he could,. re¬ 
turned with Vidtory. Then fell he upon Singidonum , a City which the Sarmatce 
had feized, and getting it into his hands, reftored it not to the Rowans , but kept 
it in Ills own Dominion. - ■. ; 

x6. The neighbouring Nations were now fo wafted that no more booty remain¬ 
ed to be got, and the Goths being inured, to War were fo diftrefled in Peace, that 
they wanted both Cloaths and Vidhials. Wkh a great noife they all flocked to their 
King Theodemir , and prayed him to lead them out into what Quarter, he pleafed. 

He lent for his Brother, and calling lots appointed him to go into that part of Italy 
where Glycerins aefted as Emperour, and he himfelf as .die ftronger would march 
Widemir die*, againft tne ftronger Empire, or diat of the Eaft. Widemir prefendy invaded. Italy 
and died, leaving for his Succeflour Widemir his Son, whom with Gifts Glycerins 
perfwaded to quit that Countrey, and going into Gall there to join himfelf with the > 
Vifigoths his Kinfmen; and with them he made up one Body, and fo they held .. 

Gall and Spain that no other prevailed againft them. Theodemir the elder Brother 
patted the River Saus, and threatened to make War upon th & Sarmatce and others 
if they molefted him in his paflage; aed. none danng to oppofe him, he took 
Naijfus the chief City of Illyricum, and fent his Son and other Captains to pther 
places, who became Matters of Vlprana, with Heraclia and Larifa. Theodemir. 
yet was not content with diis profperous eftate of himfelf and his Son, but leaving 
Naijfus with a Garrifon went and laid Siege to Thejfalonica , wherein he melded 
Clarianus a Patritian fent thither by the Emperour with an Army. Clarianus Tee- 
ing himfelf unable to grapple with him, fent to him, and by Gdts procured him 
to remove the Siege. Now. was a League made betwixt the Romans and him, 
whereby he had given up to him places to plant has Goths in, of/hard Naines; as, 

CeropeUce , Europa, Mediana, Petina, Bercum , and others calfed Siam. There the 
Theodemir Goths with their King lived in quietnefs ; but not long ; fpr Theodemir fell deadly 

dies. f ic k in the City Cerrce, and having called to him the Goths , and appointed Jheo» 

dorich his Son tofucceed him, departed this world. ^ ; 

27. The Emperour Zeno underftanding that Theodorich was King over fos Nati¬ 
on was well plealed with it, and fending for him to Conjlantinople, held him in 
great efteem amongft the chief Nobles of his Court. After fome time jornandes 
tells us farther,: that he adopted him for his Son in way of Arms, or to increafe 
his Martial honour., gave him a Triumph in the City at his own charge, and made 
-him Ordinary Conful, which , was efteemed the. ehiefeft Good, and the nrft Digm- 
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Scdt. 2. ty in the world ; and not oriely did he doe this, but ereded alfo a Statue to the 
fame of fo great a Man before his Palace. Theodorich thufe enjoyed plenty and all 
good things, but knowing hte Goths in Myricum to be ill at eafe, he chofe rather to 
get his Living by labour according t6 the cufiome of his Nation, than to enjoy the 
good things of the Romans in idlenefs, when in the mean rime his Countreymen fa¬ 
red meanly. He applied himfelf therefore to the Emperour; and humbly defiring 
liberty tofpeak, demanded what reafori there was why the Weftern Parts, whfcK 
had been fubjeCtto his Predeceflour, fhould now lie under the tyranny of the Ring 
of the Turcilingi and Rugi. He prayed him to fend him and his Nation thither and 
thereby to rid himfelf offo great charge ; and if by Gods afliftence he fhouid fbc- 
ceed m his Enterprize, the Glory would be his. He told him it was better that he 
bemg his Servant and his Son, if he overcame fhould hold that Kingdom as by his 
Gift, than that one whom he knew not fhould under the yoke of a Tyrant opprefs 
his Senate and part of the Commonwealth with a flavifh Captivity. If he over¬ 
came he would hold it as his Gift, and as by his Favour ♦ and if he mifrarried the 
Emperour fhould lofe nothing but be a gainer by the bargain, being delivered from 
fuch expence as he was at. The Emperour hearing this, though he was forry to 
w part with him, yet would not difpleafe him but granted his Requeft, commending 

2 met m 3 £ t0 iTj*, 6 R ° maa r en f te and ^P fe - Hereupon Theodorich departed to his Goth 7 , 
Of Italy. and led them into Italy, as we have formerly fhewn ; where befieging Odoacer in 

he fo ftraitned him, as this fame Authour writes, that he begked pardon 
which firft he granted him, and afterward deprived him of Life. Andm the third 
year after his Invafion of Italy, having privately advifed with the Emperour Zeno, 
laying off the Habit of his Nation, he took Regal Ornaments, as one who reigned 
over both Goths and Romans. & 

2.8. Thus we have feen the Original of the Goths, and have drawn down their 
ltory to their coming to found Kingdoms in the Roman Empire. Concerning their Man¬ 
ners and Difpofitions they had their Name from being GW as it imports,and Grotius 
hath taken fome pains to prove that fo they continued when in great power. Of this 
m the courfe of our Hiftory we have feen fomething, and more are to fee eer we 
have done with them. For their aukward Habit take it as Sidonius Apod mar is de^ 
TheHabirof 2 ??? They are red with Saffron, they are fhod with high Shoes made of 
•sJk „ Hal f whlch rtach up to flieir Ankle-bones: Their Knees, Thighs and Legs are 
« without any covering: Their Garment high and ftraie, of divers colours, fiercely 
« reaching to the Hamm ftretchedout : Their Sleeves onely cover the tops of their 
« green, with a red Welt: Their Belts hang on their 

« Jhoulders s Their Ears are covered with wreaths of Locks : they ufe hooked 
Lances and nnifile Hatchets. Here we cannot but take notice that the Wandals 
and Longolards, or Lombards , were of the fame Original with the Goths. Froco - 
ptus faith exprefly that they were Gothick Nations as well as the Gepidte, arid he 
w . rea *° n *° inftriufted iri their defcent, being acquainted with Gelomir their 
*0 Nobles brought PniontrstoCmflmopte. He tells us the Language 
rigina.with WandalswasGothick, anddoubtsnotbutthatthey wereanciently oriePeOpfe, 

the Goths, dilbmguifhed m Names, but agreeing in Original and Manners. He relates that foi 
gether with thb Goths they cameorit of their ancient Countrey to the Fen of M&otis. 

pSbn of Se ? S“°for lb they SlbSurff tS 

» and Vmtlt by fome Authours. Wandalf^rfAeszWaHdereF^ who continues 
riot in one place ; arid fp they feem indeed for fome reafori to have had the Name .- 
and not onely they, but other pebplfe in Germany and elfewh'ere might be fo called aIfe 
for the famereafon: but no where means thofeWJtkddls whofbrforhe time held 
Spam and Africk, as we have largely feen, arid were fubdued by Belifarius. 

At* 9 ' —-K h ? fe ^ L Were t ori g* lnall y of Scanzia, part as was faid inf old time fetfe 
d ^ w , n ' vlt ^ th& S ? ths . at Fen bf M&otu. Of them Whb irivaddd Spain arid A- 
the Anceftours m the fpacfe bf a year came frbrii the Ocean where they iHhabi- 
te fi£^ nt iri )<7C ^ f ^!? Uch Vexed h y Incbttlers - Jortiartdes faith thefeWaHdals wbrb 
ralfod Afdtngi. They came mtb Dacia in the Reign of Aarilit# AntmMHu the 
Emperour. In the time of Aurelian they inhabited at the Danube, and Mkifife * 
League wall tl|K»»M»r, promifid them Succours. &#***&&&*?!£?& 
Pannoma, and hence they poured Oht themfelves into Gaff, whcnJItiiorius WSsEffi'- 
perom. Thence they proceeded into Spain, fuch of them J 

^ the reft into g atotM yd the ne^bouring Regions, miipfihk 

being their King. Gontharis fucceeded him , who fiibdued the that theh 
were potent in Spain. To Gontharis fucceeded Gowrick commonly called Gtnjirick 

the 
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the Conquerour of Africk , who confirmed his pofleffion thereof by a League with Soft. : 
Valentitian the Emperour. What things he did, and how far he reigned, the Reader 
may remember, as alfo what was done by, and happened to, his Succeflours out 01 
that account we have given of them in pur Second Part ; for there being little of 
confequence concerning them, but what alfo involved the Affairs of the 
Romans, we thought it not fit to make a particular Hiftory of. that their Kingdom 
in Africk, which was foon again reduced by Juftinian. Now we fhall onely add 
concerning them farther what Grotius hints, that fome memory of the Dominion 
of the Wandals in Spain is Grill preferved in the Name of Andedufia, which anci¬ 
ently was Wandalojta, and in the Wandalick Tongue wa sWandaloth 

50 As there might be feveral People which had the Name of Wandals, from 
their changing of Seats and Habitations, fo alfo in Germany and elfewhere, others 
to whom that of Longolards was given, from the. length of_ their Beards. But 
thofe who made fuch a noife in the Empire, and feated themfelves in irom 
whom Lombardy GUI is fo called, were of Scandia alfo, defeended from t ^ Gepidte, 
of whom, if Grotius obferve right, firft mention is made in the time of Theodojius , 
bv Profper Aquitams. From Procopius it appears, that with the Gepidte their Pa¬ 
rents, they had Seats on this fide the Danube. Paulas Wirnotridus writes that they 
were called firft Wimli before they had the Name of Longobardi. In the fixth 
year of JuJlin the Emperour the Gepidte were utterly crulhed by them, and their 
Kingdom came to an end. By thefe feme Longolards was the Son-in-law of Juft in 
and Pandarius overthrown. After Tiberius had fucceeded Juflin they came into 
Italy and made Antarick King over them. What progrefs their Arms made there 
in the times of Tiberius and Mauritius we have, feen already, and how. they foun¬ 
ded a Kingdom, and that they held all Italy, in a manner, except Rowe and Ravenna, 
and continued their Dominion for two hundred years, God willing, we are to lee. 
in the particular Hiftory of their Kingdom- But the Goths were their Predeceflours 
therein, and their Kingdom firft is to have place; for we have brought already 
Theodorich into Italy, and there placed hifti on the Throne of Odoacer. 
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The Kingdom of the Oftrogoths in Italy. 


The fpace of Sixty years. 


I, Doacer being dead, Theodorich eafily made himfelf Mafter ofltalyi 

u \ which done, Dalmatia and Rhoetia, formerly in the Hands of his E- 

M nemy, fubmitted alfo themfelves to his Power. Sicily was fomething videSigoniurn 
ftubbom and unwilling to acknowledge her new Lord; but by the 
means of CaJJiodorus his Lieutenant he brought her into fubjedhon peaceably and 
without bloud-fhed. There remained now onely one Rub to be removed, and that 
had been laid in his way by the rafhnefs and folly of his own Men, who being left 
in Pavia, updn notice of his Succefs at Ravenna, tranlported with the News, flew 
out of that City to congratulate with him; which the Rugi, who had ferved Odoa¬ 
cer perceiving, took die advantage, and feizing on the Town, plundered it with 
all the Countrcy adjoining. But the Stars of Theodorich were too powerful! to lutler 
him to mifearry in this adventure, and make fhipwreck of his Fortunes in the very 
HaVen ; therefore leading his Army down to Pavia, within a few months he ean- 
'Xbeodorichre- ly reduced it,. ufed his Vidory With moderation, and by the fequel of his Actions 
Uu«th Pavia. ^ ewedj that r ft 0U g h w af feeined to be his Mafterpiece,... yet.he deliglited not m it 
foritsfelf, but : ufed it as a means to procure a firm and lafting Peace. Sheathing 
then his Sword and takingthe Sceptre, he firft endeavoured to confirm his Litaty, 
by Leagues and Alliances with his Neighbour Princes. In the firft place with the 
Emperour, who readily admitted of his Frieridfhip and Society; then with Clodonee 
King of tho Franh, whofe Daughter Andefleda he defired and obtained in Mam- 
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both within raid without, he fet about the modelling of his Polity and herSffc 
ufed the advice and diligence of Aurelius Caffwdorus , a moft learnt man 
he had made a PatnUan, and adorned with the greateft honours of Comes Con/S 
and Prafetfus Prcstono. Him he retained by him as his Counfellour' both for 
modelling the otate, and governing it when he reduced it into form’and ordS^ 

3 y las advice he maoe new Laws, its'faid, and reformed bad Cuftorm and bv 
his direction, if not his Hand , were written his Letters and Commiflions thl 
choiceft of which he preferved and publilhed in twelve Books hill eTtanrl’^ 
io many monuments not onely of this new Go thick Model, but even of dieTr? 
cicnt Roman Polity it felf. rne an ‘ 

ifcitS »• ¥f d T tlK alteration which TheoJoruh made in Italy feems the wa 

on in the Go- vin S of the Impel ml Title, and fettling and continuing that which Odoacer 
vernmenr. begun and aflumed before him. Othenvife the fame term of GovernmenT and 

the feveral forts of Magiftrates he left as he found them ; viz. the Senate ConTuR 
Pt-.trit tans , Prafedi Pratorio, Prefect of the City , Quatflor Comes Lanitil ' 

Comes Rerum privatarum Domejlicorum, the Magiftri Militum, Equitum and othew 
as is evident from the forms of their Commiflions, wherein the Nature of their 
Offices is exprefled, and fuller and better than any other AurhouJnowex£n 

may pe TT e by what he hath alre ady perufed in our Second 
P ‘, r ’ 3 , to be fcen amongft the van* Epifiohe of Cajftodorus. Thefe Offices with 
others he ordinarily conferred on Romans. Suits md Control t 
the Provinces, if amongft Goths he would have determined by Goths if arac Lft 
Romans b) Romans , and if betwixt a Goth and a Roman by thofe of both Nations 
Lent down into the Countrey for that purpofe; all which he overlaw himi%ff D j 
Hi s way of admimftred Juftice with all Severity and Impartiality. To fuch 
ceiJei™" 8 eX ‘ Barbaroiis People,as being brought in by Odoacer,defired to continue in the Countrev 
he aligned new Seatsand PolTeflions, giving thofethey had formerly enjoyed to tbe 
Goths his Countreymen. Tho ^Italians who hadkept their Faith once giien to 
g r im ™table he not onely pardoned,but fome of them he promoted to the grSteft 
Honours. Indeed fuch as broke Faith to himfelf by revolting he abhorred 
cording to the Roman Law took from them the Power of d 

What Tributes Odoacer had impofed lieflill required,and laid anew lmDofl^^' 

r 1 ! 1 ^ As ? dIic ! iS ^ch >** he would remit to fuch as any Calamity 
had rendred infolvent, or as hefaw occafion. Following die FvamnKS ? 

Emperours, an xd Odoacer, he made Ravenna the Seat of his Kingdom L whSi 
having now a Tide not onely by Conqueft, but by the Gift oftheTmperour^„ 
is faid, and the Confent and Choice of the Senate, he laid afide hiTown Conn! 
ticy Habit, and aflumed the Purple with otlier Enfigns of Royalty • to accom 
modate himfelf to the Humour of the Italians, , and ?emoveSindice 

a " d F , alllions rai S ht bc g et in the fancies of the People And 
n i v ii OrriSdnv hl n ° Pim0n 1C VVas an Aria "> he not onel y net troubled but favoured the 

kb? g^ftsaus 
h,'ssiSKaassasa 

?• But as humane Counrik nre imnwiw- _ „ . 


i(^’iM l frS S «3'^5 cCo | lnCi,S * re ? nperli!a and uncertain, even as all fublunarv 
f er P etUd he was defiS 

iLS Mealures, appeared quickly in one or two particulars. The Burvundian* 
having invaded Liguria, had thence led away Captive all the lnlSbtams and 

ni s \\ ell of his Friends as others, and much difcouraged the People m all 
Places. At the hohetation of L., rM in Bilhop of EpthliZs of 

oik “f tiK P Diftcm,lr, S T? Pard ? n y md thcrefc y fcafonably applied ^Remedy to f 
one of the Diflempeis and becaufe there was no Courfe to be taken ' for replan- 

T ° f Itdy itf ?’ which the Wars hfd fo mSh S h^d i^ 

to be hoth ” Eve for/TJ ^ thanto fufler that Countrev to^ye defolate! 
£ ° s r b ?“ l a . n Ey e-fore, and obnoxious to the Attempts of am' Enerrtv He 
lent Epiphamns whofe Vertues he knew to be mucli adrmreJ by the Kingc-f 
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the Burgundians on an Embafly to him, furnifhed with money for redemptiqn of Sect. 
rthe Captives, and he being very welcome improved the advantage afforded by his 
Reputation to fucli an height, that by his Chriflian Eloquence and Fatherly Ex¬ 
hortations, he perfwaded Gundohade to rcleafe the. Prisoners without Ranfome, 

The King alledgedthat it was quite contrary to his intereft, both as a Prince and 
as a Souldier, and granted his requeft with this reftridtion, that fuch as Had beeij 
taken in Fight Ihould pay their Ranfome to tliofe that. took them, left he.fhould 
difoblige and utterly difeourage his Souldiers, by remitting what was their due 
and not his, and taking from them the price of their Lives and Fortunes. Upon 
publication of the King’s pleafure, fo great multitudes returned home, that the 
Towns of Gall feemed to be unpeopled. Out of the Territories of Lugdunum or 
Lyons alone in one day departed four hundred men, and out of thofe of Saxony , and 
the places adjacent, fo many in all as made up the number fix thoufand. Toward 
the fumm that was to be paid for the redemption of fuch as had been taken by 
private Souldiers, Syagria a Woman of great ftn&ity, and Avitus Bifhop of Vienna' 
contributed : hosv many thefe were could not be computed, becaufe many of them 
fled away. Alfo in his way homeward, Epiphanius took the City of Geneva i 
whither Godegifal , imitating the King his Brother, difinifled fuch as were in liis 
power; with which ftream as it were, the former great current being enlarged, 
filled all the ways leading into Italy. Epiphanius returned in the Head of them 
as in a glorious Triumph, and coming to Theodorich obtained a relief of the necef- 
fitics of his Captives, efpecially thofe of the better fort. All which Euodius, an eye 
witnefs and fellow Traveller, hath related in the Life of that Bilhop. 

4. But long is it fince we heard any thing of Rome , formerly the Stage of the 
greateft Triumphs, as well as the Seat of Council, and the School of Policy. 

Now at length arriving at the D. year of our Lord, the Eighth of the Emperour 
Anajlajius , and the Eighth of Theodorich , an Idea and Relemblance of the former 
Triumphs prefents it felf unto us; an Image of its ancient fplendour, and that in¬ 
finite concourfe of people which of old from every Nation flocked unto her, when 
Theodorich yet all fhe received were but her own Citizens and Domefticks. The tiling that 
gomo Home. j raws m thither is a Journey of Theodorich himfelf, whom we cannot but follow 
in this kind of Pilgrimage undertaken to pay his Devoirs of Admiration/ to that 
Queen of Cities, of which he had often heard, read much, but had never had the 
contentment to fee her. All Italy at the news of this Progrcls fefemed to be mo¬ 
ved, and ambitioufly ready to encourage that zealous refpedt he bore to the anci¬ 
ent Seat of its Empire and Majefty. There feemed to be a contention betwixt • 
thofe that inhabited in and about Ravenna and fuch as lived at Rome y whether 
they fliould bring, or thefe Ihould fetch their Kirig to the City. With a 
moftfplendid Train, and fuch an appearance as of a long time had not been feen, 
he made his Entry, and was received with incredible joy and applaufe of the Citi¬ 
zens, who omitted nothing wherein they could doe him honour. At the Court he 
was welcomed by an eloquent Oration, made by Bo'etius the moft eloquent Scho¬ 
lar and Oratour of this Age, to which he anfwered in a very obliging Speech* 
protefting his ftudy and endeavours for advancement of the Dignity and all poflible 
advantages of the Senate. Thence proceeding into the Circuses far as the place 
called Palma Aurea,he fpake moft lovingly to the People; which done, he enter¬ 
tained the Senatours at a triumphal kind of Feaft, and gave a Largeis of Corn to. 
the Commoners. Several days he fpent in viewing the Antiquities of the. City, 
with which his eyes could not be fatiated, profefling that the Forum of Trajan a- 
lone, though to one that faw it every day, could appear no left than a miracle, 
and that when he had mounted the Capitol^ he faw all humane wit and policy fur- 
mounted. He took efpecial notice of, and commended the admirable Fabripk of 
the Baths, and the wholefomenefs of the Water's. He grieved to fee tH6 ruineS' of* 
the Buildings, but chiefly of the Walls, to the repairing of which he contributed 
great fumms of money. Neither did his care extend to Rome alone; to all the 
Cities of Italy hi* munificence reached, wherein he took order for building, ftrong 
Cadies, andftately Palaces * and to this end wrote his Letters to all his Subjedis 
to fuller Stones to be gathered out of their Fields, and to. preferve old Marbles, 
which had formerly been ufed in decayed Houfes. He feemed fo far raviihed with 
the remains of the Majefty of old Rome, that he faid it was a piacular crime, for 
any one who could fix his habitation there, to be long abfent. Yfet his Affairs 
calling him away he returned to Ravenna 1, Having much quieted the ftirs railed 
about the ele&ion of a Roman Bilhop* which* joyhea with His great defire to fee the 
place* had called him thither.- - - - .j 
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Scdt. 3. S' the mean time Amftafius the Emperour, ordering his matters quite contra- 
ry to the Maxims of Theodorich , had the quite contrary fortune, being as much ha- 
Ennerour £ ted as tke 0, i her was beloved by his Subjects. Whether out of envy to the King, 
vad«fia!> by or bearing him a grudge for holding from him Pannonia , which he claimed as be- 
Sea. longing to the Eaftern Empire, he took occafion to quarrel with him; and as 

Marcellinus hints, in the Eighteenth Year of his Reign, fcnt out a Fleet to Sea, 
with orders to wafte the coalts of Italy. To balance his power the better, he en¬ 
couraged Clodonee King of the Franks in his Attempts againft the Goths, and the 
more to court him dehgned himConful for the faid ycar,ofwhich honour it’s faid 
he would not accept. As for Theodorich , not onely his demeanour towards his 
Subjects, but his rules and methods of waging War were diametrically oppofite to 
thofe of the Emperour. His cuftome was to be prefent himfelf in Expeditions, 
except fome notable matter hindered; and to purchafe Peace not with Gold and* 

Silver, but with Steel and Wood, his Sword and Bow. The Bulgari , whom Ana- 
fiafius had bought off from wafting his Dominions, having notliing elfc to doe, 
pafl’ed out of Thrace into Pavnonia, which wafting and ha railing at their pleafure* 
they feized on the City Sirmium. Theodorich having notice could not goe in perfon 
againft them, the Affairs of Italy and Gall requiring his ftay at home, and his 
Eye to be upon the motions of the Franks and the Burgundians ; but to prderve 
the place of his Nativity, and keep the War from his own doors, rather than out 
of any refpedt to the Emperour, whofe hands were now full with the perfian War, 

Theodorich re- he fent Petzaa Comes with confiderable Forces, who the year following very hap- 
^ucet anno- pi[y flnffhed the War, recovering both Sirmium out of the hands of the Bulgari ,and 
the whole Province. Having fo happily difpatched this War he relieved Mundas , 
whom Sabinianus had befieged in a certain Caftle in Illyricum. Theodorich gave 
the government of Pannonia to Colefeus a Comes, a Copy of whofe Commitfion £*'*.3. £>.23, 
Caftodorus preferved, and is {till extant amongft his various Epiftles; from which c ° mm wm 
the Reader may perceive what the power was which thofe Governours exercifed, amST’ 
extending both to matters of War and Peace, and that the girding with a Sword ngjjme Zm- 
Malces Coloffe- was the mark and badge of their Office. After this Commiiiion follows a Letter fone '. Wv- 
oitrnour. directed to all Barbarians and Romans inhabiting Pannonia , acquainting them that aufiijfld 
he had made Colojfeus their Governour, and requiring them to take notice of and Sirmicufim 
obey him as fuch. Pannoniam 

6. There being a quarrel betwixt Alatick King of the Vifigoths in Gall, and Clods- 

nee King of the Pranks , and both of them being his near Allies, he omitted no argu- & 

ments to perfwade them to take up the matter, denouncing War in a manner to JSS' 
the aggreflcur, and promifing relief to the oppreffed, as is to be feen in his Letters p^cfnam. 
collected by Caftodorus. As it ufually happens in fuch a cafe, he who was leaft 
in fault, and moft unfit to decide the controverfie by force of Arms gladly accep- 2,3,4. ^ ** 
Kd the mediation, but he who had more reafon to be confident, rather upon the 
ftrength of his Sword than the goodnefs of his Caufe, made Excufes, framed De¬ 
lays, and in conclufion utterly refufed to be concluded by Arbitration. Theodo¬ 
rich addrefles himlelf to the Burgundian King, as alip to thofe who commanded 
the Heruli and Thuringi then inhabiting near the Alpes, and invites them to 
join with him in the Mediation, ufing Arguments drawn from the Exigency of 
their own Affairs, which would not be a little indangered by. fuch Succels as 
the Frank promifed to himfelf. But while thefe Neighbour Princes thus think 
of Mediation and Balancing, Clodonee refojves not to loofe his opportunity but 
paffing the Loire begin? the War, and in-a great and bfoudy Battel deprives Ala- 
rick both of Life and Kingdom, whole Son Amalarick, things being in ib. defpe- 
rate a Condition, withdrew himfelf into Spain , there .to expert when an opportu¬ 
nity. of recovering his Eftate fliould be prefented by better Fortune. Theodor 
Sends Theudas rich pitying the Condition of the Youth fept Theudas, an Officer of his own, 
sZ» t6 take dare of him > ^ nd refolved if he. could not recover, thofe Cities.qf, Gall, 
which were already loft, to prevent the Progrefs of Clodonee, and fecure tlie reft 
which ftill remained in the Power of the Goths. 

7 . To this purpofe he publiihed his Proclamation, that the Ofirogophs hh Subje<»s 
ihquW be ready by the latter End of June to begin their Journey; clawing .them significant* 
with fuch Expreffions as thefe, There zs no need of perfwading Goth? fofigbt, pnely of. magisfunt Go- 
acquainting them with the thing, which is. Father a Pleafure to a, warlike People .. ‘in- 

the ConfulJhip of Venantias and CelUr, or the DVIIL Yearfof our Lord, his^Army, Jim. 
under Command of HivPa a Cower,palling the Alpes. raffed the Siege befo reCarcaflon^ 
relieved Arles ,and takingin Toloufe,Orange and v Marfeilfof $ft tliat Part of rKe-Cpun- 
trey lying upon thcRhone in the Hands <& Clodonee, frora. whom Theodorich wasnot 

able 


J 
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" Tbleto recover it. Sending many Thoufands of Prifoners to Ravennafis feized on- Sett. 3. 
fuch as he recovered,to the ufe of Amalarick his Nephew,planng Governours where 
w occafion as well in Gallos in Spain; Which was divided betwixt the Laid Ama¬ 
larick and Gifalerick. But while he thus bufied himfelfin Gall, Romanus the Comes 
/2 * | \yith flncl r d iis ixi^nv 

FlXoate therein were aboard Eight Thoufand Soldiers* invaded the Coaftsof 
Italy as was formerly hinted, and'having attacqued Tarentum to no purpofe, got 
CTO od booty and fo retired; whether fent on purpofe, or on their own accord, 

Sigonius accounts ituncertara, though Marcellfnuswrote that they were fent by 
Anaflafius, and it doth not feem probable that Robbers and Pirates ftiould put to 
Sea with fo great a Power without the Knowledge and Approbation of the Prince. 

Theodorich having little or no Diverfion given him hereby, the Year following 
Mlf hired a great Number of Gepida to reinforce his Gamfonsin Gall, and took fpe- 
dal care that in their Paffage through Liguria, and the Countrey oUhe Feneti, 
they Ihould doe no injury fo the Inhabitants. To this purpofe he diredted his As-E^n. 
Letters yet extant to Veranus Saio to fee them keep good Order in their March, 
and wrote to the Army it felf, acquainting them that lie was once minded to 
„ive them Provifions for their Journey in-Specie, but afterwards considering 
that Victuals either might not conveniently be had, or elfe fpoiled by the way, 
he had now ordered them three Solidi in Gold by the week ; a fmall Allowance on& 

would think, or elfe his Forces were not very numerous. , . r 

8 Theodorich having allowed his Gepidte three Solid 1 a Week for their Paf- 
p, 2e * gravely, and like a Prince that was foheitous for the good of his People, 
admomlhed them by Letters to carry themfelvesmioderately, and as became 
thofe that fought for the Safety of all Italy. But they meafurmg Decency by 
Convenience alone, and accuftomed to Depredations, could not keep their Hands 
ft™ oillamne the Inhabitants of the Cottian Alpes m their way, which Mifde- Prov.dcnnf- 
mrJurSed tte King as near as if ha in hl/own Perfon had bean the Suffi> -g-fr 
He pardoneth And as a prudent Prince who ought to neglect his Profit for a time, rather ■vanarJtb. 4. 

Xtod than utterly to loofe his Revenue, he caufeth his-Letters to be written to e?. 3 6 . 

Indi^on to Fauftus the Pratpofitus, or Pnefedus Prat or 10 Q to whoin he giveth the Title of 
theMabi- Hiuftris Magnificentia tua) wherein he lets him know that he remitted to the 
OuJaH faid Inhabitants of the Alpes Conte the pubhek Money payable in the third h> 
dwftion. He compares the Army to a River, which though it doe much good 
flowing in its own peculiar Chanel, yetinlargeth its Paflage and doethmuch 
Mifchief, when it rifeth beyond its due Proportion, bearing down all before 
iiT By the third Indiaion is meant the tMrd Year in fifteen accordmg to which 
Number the Emperours computed the times, after that the reckoning by the 
Olympiads came to be obfolete. Who began this Computation is uncertain. It s 
commonly aferibedto Conflantine the Great; but Cedrenus will haveit invented by 
Several Opi- Tbcodofius. Of thofe who father it on Conflantine, Panmnms fetcheth ^eOrigmal 
mon, about G f the tadidions from his Vitfory over Maxenttus, Jofeph Scahger from his Ex- 
thc J °rig il | al hibition of his Munera Qtiinquennalia to the time of his Vicennalta, thinks the 
ofiSton*. Number of fifteen was invented. Baronius affirms that there k no reckoning of 

Y^sbythelndiaions to befound before thefeventhYearofC^^wheremhe ^312. 
overcame Maxentm ; th^tCenforims^ho writes of all manner of Supputation^iaith 
nothing of them, nor do any Ecclefiaftical MonumentstUl the fitting of the Roman 
Council under the Succelfour of Syfoeflcr- but from the Greek Faftt it ma- 
hifeftly appears that from the faid feventh Year of Conflantine , and the Confulfhip 
of himfelf* and Licinius, the Indi«ftioris began to be reckoned m the Calendar. 

0 Now for better underftanding this matter it is to be confidered,thattheIndicti- 

ons were famous fof two things, tte ftyment of Tribute orrtie (Minary 

Tax and the Supputation of Years or Diftmdfion of times. In refpe<ft ofthe fint, 
thev feem of a raudi earher Date than the times of Conflantine , and introduced by 
Auluflus Cafar, who, as Dion Cafus witnefleth, a Uttle before Our Saviour s Birth 
be^na Refcription or Tax; firft of fuch as lived m Italy, and were worth Du- 
teniia Seftertia, omittingthen fuchas were notfo rich or inhabited the Provinces, r l t0f - 

for fear of Infurte&ions. From which lhortly after being delivered by foe fettle- 
ment of his Affairs,when his Treafury was now very low,he impofed the Taxupon 
all the World. Perceiving that Commotions might hereupon be railed, several 
Perfons were fent away into feveral Provinces to look to foe Peace,and amongft the 
reft Sulpicius Cyrenius was taken from his Attendance upon Cants Cafar, and dif¬ 
patched into Syria, M. Lollius being appointed Governour to young Cafar in his 
room. That in this fenfe Indfotions were not of a much later date, appears 
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Sea. 3. from IfdiiZ and f«,fc tlic Lawyers, from what th'ey antwer concerning Lands ~ 
obnoxious to this Induction or Payment. But what fort of Payment thifwSor 
how it was felled, whether by Poll or a Tax upon the Eftate, hath been doubted 
It s moft probably conjedtur d that it was levied both ways, at firft, a certain 
Eflate mLand and a certain Age v. though various at feveral times) being re¬ 
quired of thole that paid it. For the Chief Collecftour took notice of all Per- 
lons who were to pay and who not, and at what time they had already beeun 
or were to begin to pay, regillring their Names. The Syrians , as appears frtm Dioj eCtt 
Viptan, were obliged to pay Tribute, the Males at fourteen and theFemale^** 
twelve Years of Age, or the time of Puberty. Afterward, the way of payment 
by Poll called Capitatio, came to be more diftinguhh’d from die Land Tax called 
Jugatzo, and that in the time of Vlpian. a 

10. Granting then thatthelndidlions, as they noted orimpofed Payment of Mb- 
ney,were before the time of Conftantme , yet that fo anciently they were made ufe of 
for Suppuration of tunes doth not any where appear. But how Ihould they come 
to comprize the Period of fifteen Years, or fo many together to be called the firft 
fecond,third Indi&ion and fo forward,till the fifteenth be reckoned, and then to be- 

loneffrom h- m ^ Wlth gU ? Sthe reafont0 have ^n,becaufe Conflantine rec- 

, ■ ^nquennalia to his Vtccnnalia. Others, as Paulus petavius be- 
caufe Men being not fefled of old, till they werefourteen Years old complete! the 
T be aidore ?^ nated but for fifteen Years at moft, thofe 
ho fliould be taxed at the next fifteenth Year being yet unborn. And Baro- Vide it 
^xcannptpoftibly (he faith) afiign any other realon than this, that wher^ " 
wer 5 : formerly required for a Soldier to ferve before he could chal- 
rZf f Mlfll ° n ’ Fr eedom from the Capitatio, , or the Privilege of the Emeriti 
C nflantme, who had much kindnefs as-he himfelf profefleth for the Veterane Sol* 

feSnvr k y yJ“S -nd a ppli„ t ed fifteen for 
„ “ cfe fifteen \ ears Ihould be reckoned by fo manylndiaions thence proba- 
5“" P* 6 " becaufeof every of thefe Years AHnevlivdieekatur, Provifionsri- 
fcript or Hia 0 of“rh M T yWerC ?r Pofe c and ,aid upon the Provinces by Re- 

rare ^ina«1L f | *r Pn f, C ’ and f° c , he f were called Indi&ions al indieevdo ■ 
b ”g taken by feveral Laws, that before the beginning of the Indi&ion true 
" Breves Ihould be made for prevention of Fraud and ChJaSs 

S nre t . h,s Minion came to be called Diflrilutio and Fufl 
Baron/us fai ther conjetftureth, that the Reafon why the Indibtions began on the 
[■ Ve ^ y *? urth of September was, becaufe that then Harveft being every where got 
m, the Emperours were wont at that time to indilk, impofe orlafheJaZsfl 
the feveralProvinces. But Petavius affirms that the beginning of an Indidbion was 
thefamewrthrhato a-Year, and that thereupon theVmJrcompneftheirfo- 
afe the Z,,™!,'* Winter Solfflice, but the Greeks from the fi?ftnew Sta. 

Bern Jr iw Jtumnal / ( l Uin J ^4 Who having not their Months fixed as had the 
ffrZ rh b A Ve f b * e » ? nd their firft Month beginning with the firft New Moon 

Wih hE f ^ utum , nal .-^qumo^aJ, which moft commonly happened on the twenty 
Satof to ]that theRoman IndidionhadfdiversEpochefroS 
innnr h 1 Em P erours that fucceeded Conflantine followed the Greek Ac- 
and ftilf 3 f °- dld their but the BhhopsofRww always obferved their own 

and the tbe * anc j ent Cuftome. ■ The Indi&ons werefo noSe! 

UDontLm P Rnr th at it was very convenient to make this Digreffion 

Second’Pfir ( heUr be S mnin S Jverfiy in divers Countries we have fpokenin 
ir Fnr 51 v L ! c U n retUrn t0 Kin S domand Government of Theodarich. 

F MX made Theodorkh to oblSl SST dl ? c£ P m Lo / d > in-the fourth Indidtion, 

Conful with °™ /J J? ob r h g e the Countrey of Gall , and reward the Virtue of Fcelix a de- Csffiol w / 

Sccundinu:. *™g^rfon of that Nation, joined liim in the Confulfhip with Secundinus. who 2 -^ *• 

was named for the Eaft. Concerning this Perfon he wrote an Eoiftle Commpn AnAm 
datory tp Anaftafius ^ Emperour/W extant, for KJE^SSr&A 
witji another directed to Ftelix himfelf, bothCommonitory irf wTy o?S" 

SS?; JfT h? “amends him for his frugahey, which had inabfed1rS?J 
undergoe the Expences of the Dignity to which he doth alfo incourage him 
they being great. Forthefame Year and the fame fourth Indkftion he made- Ar- 

Clt ?’j!, hat mi S ht > as he tells inm in his Patent, fuccml cm «#. 
his Fathei s Honours, bidding him confider how great a matter it was in the II- 

m?nt m a n n g d°V US Pref f rmentS to ha u v . e Rome committed to hft Gdvern- 

ment, and cliargtng him to carry himlelffojuftly, modeftly and generouflv that 
he might no way difgrace his Employment, but maintain his Dignity amongft fo 

many 
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many grave and underftanding Perfons as the Roman Senate afforded. In ano- 
ther Emftle he commands him to give all furtherance to one John, with whom 
he had agreed for cleanfing the common Sewers of the City of Rome, concerning 
the prodigious Magnificence of which he fpends many words, affirming that 
they exceeded even the Miracles of other Cities. In a third he orders him to 1hd.Ep.30. 
give leave to Paulinus a Patritian to re-edifie the publick Store-houfes, which 
were fallen down for Age and want of Care, that they might be prelerved for 
the ufe of Pofterity. About the fame time he wrote to the Senate of Rome, and 
having allured the Fathers, that as he took care for redrefiing all grievances, 
especially fuch as concerned their City, fo he could not but mind them of feve¬ 
ral Omiflions, which by Information of divers well meaning Perfons were come 
Theodorich re- to his knowledge. As that the waters of the Forma were now made ufe of to 
prehendsthe turn Mills and to water Gardens j that the Haves appointed by Princes to that 
3t fervice were feized and employed by private Men, and that Brafs and Lead 
' which had made Eternal Jones King of Thejfaly, and Midas King of Phrygia their 
firft Inventours, beingemployed by adorning the Walls, were pilfred away and 
imbezelled. He tells them therefore that he had fent one John, Q probably the 
fame with the other ) to have information, concerning thefe matters, and bids 
them join with him, to promote that for which they of their own accord 
ought to-have petitioned, 

Doeth feveral n. Beingnowmuch intent upon A<fts of Charity and Publick Works,as he had aid lib *. 
Ads ofCha- before been kind to the Grzvafiani and Pontonates, he remitted the Tribute of this E P- 32 . 
rity. fourth Indidtion to the Inhabitants of Arles, who endured the penury of that 

glorious fiege as he exprefleth it, and with them to all in GaS under his Power, 
giving many reafons to Gemellus to whom the Order is directed, for his dea¬ 
ling fo favourably with that People; but chiefly this, that rather the Equity of 
their Caufe, than good Nature induced him fo to doe. About this fame time he Ep. 34. 
fent one Matadas a Comes, to protedt and defend thofe of Marfelles from all 
A<fts of Violence and Opprefnon, commanding them to receive and obey him in 
fuch Capacity. The year following fbrefeeing in what danger Italy might be 
through the many Excurfions and Depredations made by the Northern Nations, 
and confidering how he himfelf bad ihewn the way, to any that would invade 
thefe Quarters, he caufed the Caltle oi Veruca fituate upon the River Atlefis to be 
fortified. Moreover at this time, as Sigonius will have it, he married his Sifter 
Amalafreda to frafamund the Vandal King of Africk, as alfo his Neice to Her- 
minfred King of the Thuringi. And taking notice of Symmachus a Patritian, how 
excellent an Architect he was, and how induftrious he had been in adorning the 
Suburbs of Rome, with private Buildings, he thence takes occafion to perlwade 
him to imbrace a more Noble Subject of his Abilities, in repairing the Ancient 
Theatre, which through Age, the confumer of all things, was fo much de¬ 
cayed. In the Letter the King, or rather Cajftodorus , fell into a Rapture, when C ajf,od. Var. 
he confiders the force of time, which one would have thought, Ihould fooner 
have worn out Mountains than lb ftrong and admirable a Fabrick. Having ad¬ 
mired its arched Roofs, he falls into a Difcourfe of the Original of Theatres, be- 
The Original caufe he hath to doe with a Learned Man. He tells him that when of old, 

Of Theatres. Countreymen inFeftivals were wont to facrifice in their Groves to feveral Deities, 
the Athenians firft brought up this Countrey pra&ice into the City, calling that a 
Theatre in the Greek Language,which may be exprefled in Latin by the word Vifo- 
rium, as which at a diftance, and without any impediment might be feen by the 
People. The Front hereof was called Scona, from the darkeftihade of the Grove, 
where, at the Spring, Shepherds were wont to fing their Songs to feveral tunes. 

In thofe times flourilhed Mufick and Sage Sentences of thofe moft prudent Ages,but 
afterwards this honeft Difcipline,avoiding the Converfation of naughty Perfons out 
ofModefty, retired. . 

13. Thence he comes to Ihew both whence the Tragedy and Comedy received 
their Names, to fpeak of the Mufes, the Mimus and Pantomimus, wherein we mult 
not follow him, and at length tells Symmachus, that whether it Ihould be thought 
fit to underprop the Fabrick or repair it by new Buildings, the Expenfe fliould 
be out of his Chamber, both that the Architect might be renowned for fo good 
a work, and Antiquity feem decently repaired in his own time. And this we 
thought fit to inlert, that the Reader may fee the generous Humour of Tbeo- 
dorich , and the Learning of Cafliodorus though a little atfeifted, whofe ftyle is not 
lo much barbarous as was the time, wherein Latin through long continuance, 
which altereth all things, and much more through the mixture of foreign andexo- 
E tick 
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5S?^?™S&ig t'ss ** '~*3££3Z . 

■r: M „. yetffofrui^ufef' rcT dirdain T dindi Sn«ion oflSftete xhi^Se 

JSffi 1 good i„™£?^ did «o -Ss 

rcqueft, it he could be rightly informed of the irr.vS i j f eady to S rant tlle ft 
particular damages donetWby*°J ud S e of '*e- 
ved fidelity intone of fP^ 

an elhmate of theiofs, that he might know wSZl 3 Grounds ’ and ta ke 
ance out of the Tribute. g w to ma ^ e a Proportionable allow- 

of the uLIieXJ ^ 11 ^ 

fed: felicity,was continually allarmed with i Un f re } 5 left it Ihould enjoy per- 
as elfe it would have been/becaufe ft gave faff wlrUi^ 7? W * Ste n ? fo ter " bIe 
A scription proaching mifchief For fuch ftrusuhn^ ? g ° f , he im P endent and ap- 

of'K Erupt!- Vapours breaking out with a mSf^nnff 3 ?*^ *•<? j 0n ?i there were within, that 
The Air, faith hef is alYt^ ab °ut the ’place, 

that it gives notice of its riling to all Italy Aftf, th™ IT f °,° ty 5 * halati °n> fo 
cut the great Sea, and terrene Clouds hlflffl j - 7 calcined fhe through- 
the tranfmarine P^incoTk Vu^ dro P s of Dull in 

lelf fuffers when the mifchief hi h S? : ™ ch ^paniaPc 

there behold, as it were, Rivers of Duft to run K ^ W ° r } d ’ YoU might 
to flow With fervent violence, as if it had been iSft S round > and dry Sand 
amazed to fee the plain Fields fwellas LhasH.lf You wouId ^ 

clou's fadly wafted with hot Embers which JaSv 3nd th ° fe Mea ’ 
luied the Eye. That everlafting Furnace be! chrt£ * dea ^ a ? t S reenne ls al- 

Sand, w hich though aduft witlf continual bu S T f °f Jl P Ur P Je but barren 
and friuftifie thole feveral Seeds or Stalks it receiver! c . a ^ cb to take Root 
paireth what it had formerly“id w^h.great celerity re- 

ral rule and courfe of Nature, that one Mountain tQ the S ene - 

fo many parts of the World ftiould be terrified bv rhf T r to fucb a degree, that 
that fo it ihould call about its own fubftance that ver it- fl cba ?S e °^ t le Air > and 
diminution ! It bedews the Regions far and nLl , • 2 reCeiVe no lofs nor 

upon the Neighbourhood, and ylt this Mountain V ,- omits out heaps 

great evacuations, continues to^bean Hi If w Y’ exhaufted b y fo many and fo 
fo great pieces of Earth, lyfng in the lint. ??? y Ages ' Wh ° would believe 
found depths, and ao’Slft 

Mountains mouth? Elfewhere great MniSLck fp - ° r bIown out of the 
own place j here almoft the who! World muftTn b *J rn f P rivateI y> and in their 
feeing that the Inhabitants are Wherefore 

ed by the Univerfe, let your prudence 1 • % lwg whlch ma 7 be atfieft- 
hearfe them,and prevent all fraiidnlpm- **!? cboi F® °P a man who may both re- 
SSterfS£'rifa5S5T^* lB,, ^B t Thus doth Caf- 
all the Accidents of this Eru&ati™“vhicl? e ^ cr i be r and P a mt out to the life 
reprehend John Bodhi for taxing Procotiul ofHah dd f? vedl y> makes Baronius AdAm 
he writes how the Allies mconfidefa tion, in that 

a Defcripfion 1 s . This too famous Fefuvius taW^^r / W 3S as Co ”ft a ”tinople. 

” f (being made or northed'o7SSSS/' fJ°Z a .P lea ‘ i « and °P e " Champion K * Scimi 

f«« empties its Waters into theS?of ri,J r "T 3 . W li ere the PleafintV mtfS 
lower part of Campania the lZ„ ?^W Sea, and that in the“-3: 
its admirable fertility, in which refpe-a Fliny eahs'irth 1 *?™' 1 ^ comme nded for i!7e'aSs'k 
tention betwixt Ceres and Bacchus * and bv AU, f • ■ P !f ce °P P er P et ual con- cendiofattali 
Italy. This Mountain,or Hill rathiefeva^ f ^ th ^ Parad ^ 

top not being one mile perpendicular from tte S^L m t° U 9 *?'- mJes ^ Wghefl: 
fo (eparated Irom all other Hills as if it fcorned S e ? 4 S?“ P ^- aboUt J twent y four > 
rather they were afraid of it as a dangerous^ or 
w ith fruitlull Vines, beautifull Trees, pleafant Flowers’ 9 S ^ xt are befe£ 

over but where it looks upon the fA, wlncfee^g Sfong,™^ ^ 

through 
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through the accdfion of this new adventitious Earth, more fteep than the other, Sedt. 3. 
bears onely wild Trees and brufhy matter. On the top it is divided, or rather 
incompafted with another hollow Hill, Ihaped in the figure of an Half Moon, from 
which it is parted but with a fmall Valley or Plain called the Atrium ., it being 
probable that anciently it was all united in its felf, and plain and even, as both 
Strabo deferibes it and Dion Cajjius witnefleth j in procefs of time this divifton be¬ 
ing made by Stone and Allies, which it vomited out of its own Bowels. From 
this Plain, as well the one as the other of thole higheft Ridges, is barren, naked, 
and all covered with Allies arid broken Stones, which continually rowl downward, 
which makes it very difficult to climb up, fo high, as to come to the profpedt of 
the ancient Forago or Hole, although there grows Broom, which affords fome 
ihelter again!! the Torrent, and here and there caufeth better footing. 

Of theCoun- j6. At this day the Mountain is incompafted with a well peopled Countrey, 

trey about it. anc j no y e an j elegant Cities, adorned with rich and fumptuous Edifices, and in « 
many places with large and ftately Palaces, each whereof feems rather the Habi¬ 
tation of a King than the Pleafure-Houfe of fome private Nobleman • fo rich are 
they in their Furniture, exquifite in their Fabrick and Workmanlhip, and delici- 
oully feated among!! Gardens, Grotto’s and Fountains. But as nothing is perfed: 
in this World, but the be!! and moll pleafant things fubjed! to change and incon- 
ftancy, Campania the Happy is in this refpedfc unfortunate, that it follers fo great 
a mifchief in its own bofome, which Time, the finilher as well of miferies as plea- 
fures, hath had no power to conquer and fubdue. Whether this Fire find matter 
within the Bowels of the Mountain it felf, or rather burning below in lome infe¬ 
rior Valley makes onely a paflage through it, and a vent for difeharging the Va¬ 
pours and Allies which arife from the bituminous matter. Sulphur and other Mine¬ 
rals lying in the Countrey round about, and by its hot Fountains and otherwife gi¬ 
ving arguments of terreftrial Fires, as Seneca was of opinion, it’s not our work here £a _ 0 dg/£ 
to enquire. If we could tell the Reader when either the Emulations of this Moun- na.' * 
tain or <^£tna began, it would be more proper to our Defign • but here we are de- 
ftitute of Intelligence; for the inward caufe having been the fame in all Ages , 
many fuch Accidents may have happened before thefe Monuments of Antiquity 
received their Being, which communicate to us the molt ancient Obfervations a- 
bout this Countrey. It’s fcarcely worth the while to take notice what the preten¬ 
ded Perofus of Annius tells us, that in the laft year but one of Aratius the Sixth, 

King of Ajfyria, Italy burnt for many days in three feveral places about the Iflri , 

Cymei and Fefuvii, and that thefe places were by the Janigeni called Paleufana y 
that is, the bunted Region. 

17. This is indeed agreeable to the Etymology of the word Fefuvius y fignify- 
ing Fire or Spark t in the Greek Tongue, as a late Writer tells us, in which refpedt 
the Folfci in their ancient Speech called it Veslia , which as thole who are skilled 
in that Language affirm, is the fame with Fire. Several others write of the An¬ 
tiquity of thefe Fires proceeding from this Mountain, and whence the Countrey 
Ihould be called Campi Phlegrai , but when they firll began, they do not take up- 

The feveral E- on them to tell us. Diodorus Siculus and Strabo feem to fpeak of them as having 

ruptions when, happened in times remote, fuch as they had heard and read of, and the Hole and 
Allies onely demonftrated to the eye, that formerly fuch tilings had been. 

This perhaps was alfo the reafon, why Pliny who was fo diligent in reckoning up 
the feveral places of this nature, yet makes no mention of this though it was fo 
near him, and his curiofxty at length, to pry into the myfteries of lo great a won¬ 
der, brought him to his end. But he intended onely to make mention of fuch ■ 
as continually vomited forth their flames , which this Fefuvius doth not ; and 
perhaps it might have fmoaked in his time, but becaufe it did not much enda- Annal. 1 . 5. 
mage the neighbouring Countrey he palled it over in filence. To be lure, Tacitus , *rofpettabJtqi 
defcribing the pleafantnefs of the Ille of Capri , the place of the fenfual and volup- jb!^ t an‘iZ 
tuous retirements of Tiberius , fpeaks of this Hill as not having formerly done that quammmsar- 
mifehief, which it did afterward in the time of Titus. Hence Writers conclude , p£™f acie,n 
that before the time of Tiberius there happened no fuch burnings as to deftroy the *BSeefipam. 
natural beauty of the Mountain, at leal! had not been fo long a time as fuffifed to P ineis . viridis 
the reparation of it. And this they inforce from a Verfe of * Martial , which feem- ™f“ v T ,su ™.- 
eth to hint at fome fuch thing. %% f ‘ gr ‘ 

18. John Boccace Ipeaking of Fefuvius , tells how it broke out into flames before Lib. di Mom. 
the reign of Titus in the time of Nero , having firl! fcnt forth a thick fmoak, which 

ended at laft in a lhower of Alhes that filled all Campania , and the Sea it lelf. 

Seneca fpeaking of this very time, which fell in the LXV. year of our Lord, in the t ^_ t - L6 - ca ' 3 - 

E % Confullliip 
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£cct. 3. Confulfhip of Regains and Virginius, and on the fifth of February , makes no men- 
tion at all of the burning out of that portentous Earthquake which ruined a great 
part of Pompeia, and much endamaged all the Countrey. It’s fuppofed therefore 
that Boccace miftakes the Name of the Emperour, although the experience of mo¬ 
dern times aflureth us, that luch Earthquakes are ordinarily accompanied with E- 
ruptions of Vefuvius. But to be fure fixteen years after, about the year of our 
Lord LXXXI. in the time of Titus, happened fuch an one as could not be con¬ 
cealed ; it’s effect being fo lharp, as made thofe that lived in that time both to 
feel and fpeak. Of this have written Pliny junior , Suetonius , Zonaras , Orofius , 
Tacitus , Valerius Flaccus , Statius , Silius Italicus , Martial t Aufonius , Eufebius , and 
many others. So ftrange were the accidents, circumftances and effects of this E- 
ruption, as cannot well be exprefled. Suetonius gives an AbftraCt of them, but 
Xipbilin the Epitomizer of Dio is more exprefs, who having firft deferibed the 
Mountain, and then the ordinary and common figns and effects of its conflagrati¬ 
on , affirms that they were nothing in comparifon of what happened at this 
time. 

The dreadful! 19. Before the Eruption a great number of men of unufual bignefs, fuch as Gi- 

of 7>>//r. e t n e ants, its faid, were feen to wander about the Hill, the Countrey and neighbouring 
Cities, both by day and night. After followed a very great drought, and pre- 
fently fo dreadfull Earthquakes, that the tops of Mountains became level to the 
adjoining Grounds. Then were heard fubterraneous founds, like to Thunder and 
the bellowing of Beafts, the Sea roared , the Heavens made a noife, and great 
crackings and rulhings were heard, as if the Mountains had all fallen together. 
Then firft of all began mighty Stones to be caft up to the top of the Hill, which 
being removed out of the way, fuch vaft quantities of Fire and Smoak burft out, 
that the Air was filled, and the Sun darkened no lefs than in the greateft Eclipfe , 
the Day turning into Night, and Light into fo prodigious Darknefs. Hereupon 
the people, according to the fuperftitious humour of thofe times, thought the 
Giants were fallen out amongft themfelves, the father becaufe the Image and re- 
-prefentation of them were to be feen in the Smoak, and a noife of Trumpets fee- 
med to be heard. Some thought the World now returned into its ancient Chaos, 
or was to be confumed by Fire; yet unwilling to die, and covetous of Life, when 
the whole World feemed to periih with them. They ran out of their Houfes in¬ 
to the Fligh-ways, out of the Ways into their Houfes; from Sea they halted to the 
Land, and from the Land to the Sea, ftill imagining, according to the reftlefe hu¬ 
mour of mankind, that new things would be better than the prefent condition. 

2.0. So vaft a quantity of Afhes at length fell, that both Land an Sea, as well as 
formerly the Air, feemed therewith overwhelmed, which did great mifehief, not 
onely to Men, their Fields and Cattel, but deftroyed in a manner all Fifh and 
Fowl. Two Cities, Herculamm and Pompei it covered, and buried therein the 
Inhabitants alive, as they were fitting in their Theatres. Nay fo incredible was 
the quantity, that it flew as far as ^gypt, and Syria , not to mention the nearer 
parts of Africk ; as for Rome it fo thickened and darkened the Air there, that the 
Sun was thought to be eclipfed, to the ordinary fort, and the more underftanding 
were confounded at the accident, knowing nothing of what had happened in Cam¬ 
pania : therefore they imagined that Nature was difiolved, and that Heaven and 
Earth w ould come together. And although at Rome they were more feared than 
hurt for the prefent, yet afterwards a grievous Peftilence followed, as the dreadfull 
Effect of fo dilmal a Caufe. The beginning of this Eruption fell on the firft of 
November , about one a clock, in the firft year of Titus his Reign, as appears 
from an Epiftle of Pliny junior , wherein, letting down the occafion and man¬ 
ner of the death of his Uncle (who wrote the Natural Hiftory, and going too 
near to pry, vyas choaked with the Smoak and Dull') he refembles the firft ap¬ 
pearance of that huge and ftrange Cloud unto a Pine Tree, for to no o- 
ther, he faith , he could fitly compare it, it feeming to have, as it were, a 
long Trunk, and Boughs fpreading out above it. Sometimes it appeared white, 
otherwhiles dusky and fpotted, according to the mixed .proportions of Earth and 
* Allies. Reckoning up the leveral accidents which accompanied this Prodigy, a- 
mongft the reft he faith that the Pumice Stones flew about the Ears of men in the 
open Fields, yet having confulted together what to doe, they held it fafer during 
the Earthquake, when their Houfes tottered and reeled as if they had been drunken, 
to be without than within doors, arming their Heads with Pillows and Bolfters a- 
gainft the blows they expeCted. In conclufion, fo dreadfull was this Conflagrati¬ 
on, as well in its lelf as circumftances, that Cluverius affirms the Hill ever finceto 

have 
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■ have burned, and others that from this time it became forked or horned at the Sedt. 3 . 

TOP Ecclefiaftical Writers make ufe of it to exprefs the Infernal Fire, and par- 
ticul’arly our Learned Do&or Jackfon upoii the Creed affirms this burning of 
Vefuvius to have been as a Beacon to give warning to all Flefh, and from the ’ • ■ 4 
admirable Conformity betwixt the Predictions of the Prophet Joel ^and the Nar- 
ration of Pliny , he doubts not to fay that now was fulfilled that Prophecy, 1 1 5 • 

will (hew Wonders in the Heavens , and on the Earth , Blond and Fire and Pillars 
of Smoak , as atfo that this was the beginning of the terrible Day of the Lord 
foretold by the Prophet, wherewith the World was a long time fhaken by fits, 
as it were by a deadly fever, as may appear from the like Calamities in Trajan s 
time, recited by Dion Cafftus. ....... . f . 

Another in the 2 r. The next Eruption of this fubterraneous Fire that is taken notice of, hap- De Prodigiis, 
rime of Seve- nec i j n the time of Severus; and as Lycofthenes guefled in the Year CCIII. and / - 2 - 

m - the tenth of that Emperour. The Hiftorian relates that now Vefuvius ftiined 

with mighty flames, and roared with fo huge a Noife that the found reached as 
far as Capua ; this being poffibly the time whereof Galen writes, that a great 
Quantity of Allies was carried from it as far as the Sea. The next breaking forth 
Of DiocUfutn. of this combuftible matter U’as in the time of Dioclefim, about the Year CCCV. 

when it flew over all Europe, if Maiolus be to be credited, who writes that the 
Fire was extinguilhed by the Prayers of St. Januanus , how truly, feeing no other £-*■<** I<5 - 
Authours make mention of this Eruption, we lhall not enquire. Of that which p ‘ 4 * 
followed next after.and happened on the iixth of November in the Year CCCCLXXl. 
many Authours have written. We are told that adjoining Towns and Regions 
were laid wafte by this burning, and that fuch a Fear and Confternation feized 
the People, that they betook themfelves for many Years to Supplications and 
•Others. Proceffions, that they might avert the Wrath of Almighty God. Befides what 
happened in this Year two other Eruptions are fpoken of in the CCCCLXXII. 
and CCCCLXX1II. of Our Lord, which fome conjecture to have been one and 
the fame, and that it either continued or broke out at leveral times for fo long 
together. However the matter flood in reference to time, moll dreadfull were 
the Accidents of this, or thefe Conflagrations. Marcellinus affirms the day to have 
been turned into Night, and that all Europe was covered with the fmall duft 
which flew about in the Air, and the Inhabitants oi Constantinople, to prevent 
the like Judgment for the future, kept an Anniverfary day of Prayer and Sup¬ 
plication the fixth of November. This confirms what Procopius relates of the 
flying of the Allies as far as that City, for which he is ralhly taxed by Bodin, 
though Leo the Emperour was ftruck with fuch Confternation, that he could 
not reft quiet in the Town, but went and fojourned at Mamantis, and thefe 
Allies were blown into Africk as far as Tripolis, if not in the fame Year, in 
that which followed. The next Conflagration was that which gave occafion to ' 
this Difcourfe, and happened in the Days of Theodorich , which ten others have 
followed in fucceeding Ages. But the greateft by far as can be known was, that 
which fell out lately in the Year M. DCXXXI. on the fixteenth of December, the DattordiL 
manner whereof and the direlull Effects, are deferibed in the Italian Language by gi, e Protono- 
Gioviano di Lucca , a DoCtor of the Laws and Apoftolical Protonotary as he is tario Apoflo- 
ftyled, who hath taken pains to collect out of Hiftory all the other Conflagrati- 
ons mentioned. But we have made too long a Digreffion, which the remarkable* secondino 
nefs of the Subject extorted. poncagboh. 

a a. Spain being now at this time held, and governed by the two feveral 
Interefts of Gifalarkk and Amalarick, the two Gothick Kings, the former it feems 


Tlxudat Vic¬ 
torious in 
Spain. 


not content with his lhare, refolved to have all or none, and for that purpofe 
took Arms againft his young Neighbour. But his Defigns were not fo deeply 
laid, nor his Preparations fo quick and furpizirtg, but Theudas the Governour or rbeud-hais, 
ProteCtour of Amalarick eafily difcpvered them, and was fo well provided, that r °/“ ,stmfe ' 
he gave him Battel and a great Overthrow, and forced him to quit the Countrey. 

Gifalarick betook himfelf to Trafamund the Vandal King of Africk, who kindly 
entertained him, and jealous of the Power of Theodorich fupplied him with Mo¬ 
ney. This Theodorich much ftomached, and wrote a Letter to him, wherein he 
upbraided him with ingratitude; irt that having been fo obliged by him he re¬ 
quited him by entertaining his Enemy. He had honoured him, by bellowing 
his own Sifter on him in Marriage; whereas he had given but his Daughters or 
Nieces to other Princes: which Sifter he extolls not fo much for her high Birth and 
Quality, though lhe was defeended of the Stock of Amalus, as the Excellency of 
her Mind, being a Woman equal to him her Husband in Prudence, and not lb 

Confiderable 
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V ™nfiderable for her Royal Eftate, as admirable for her rare Policy and Councils ' 

" ^ nou(1 y to confider of the Injuftice hehad^one* left thefts v ”- 

King of Italy fhould be provoked to doe fomething, which might maritfefttv r p iP 
fnrlc m, a , t | g0 ° d and peace that had been formerly S betwixt thenf 

for as much as an unlooked-for Injury, and the finding of Treachery where one‘ i H ca:l , e J lis ? ax > 
expe&ed Fnendfhip and good Offices cannot be endured. He defires him to give 
rr / t °/ir' ha ^ ^ ha zv 0r ? ered his Ambaftadours to fay to him by word of mouth m>a - * 
r\£c ttr\ Ck ^° r fe f 1 ““ b Y this Letter,having got what fupply of Money lie 

defired, was gone mto other Countries to find Out fome good Advantage for re- 
covery of his former and better Fortunes. Yet Trafammd excufed himfelf fo 
plauftbly that he gave full and abundant fatisfatftion to Theodoricb, which he 
exprefleth in another Letter publifhed by Cafliodorus next after thp'fnrmp.. 
wherein is mentioned alfo a Prefent of Gold fent by the Valdai Kin/ • 

Theodorich rcfnkth to accept expreffing what great delfght he^ook in refforing ft 
and fome Vanity, in fetting forth Ins own Commendations for fo doing, concluding rf p ‘ 44 * 
rZ h r ! ^! Xh0rtatXOn T t °i hiS Brother -^w to be more cautious 

SSL'SS^. themeantirne “> * * ” a liSpaiJZ 


•S&I fui a i> whn^fh OUr L ? rd ? X 7 ] ! ad M - A r/ im c «#odorusSt natour for Con- 
'“I* ,°L V T, m w , e , have ah ? d 7 f P° ken > and whofe means and procurement 
J e have difcourfedfo much other matters, efpecially of Italy, andtheWeftern 
Provinces. To fo high a Dignity he did not come per faltum, or leaping over the 
HrarZ° ff J Ch as , Werefa F ab °ve him, through the wantonnefs of Fortune, but by 
degrees and as Venues themfelves are wont to increafe, for fo Theodoricb his Ma^ 
fter exprefleth it in his Letter to the Senate. His firft ftep in preferment was the 
Comtiva pnvatarum which Office having managed prudently, innocently and M ' 
His Prefer- without Corruption he was advanced to the Comitrva facrarum ^Largitionum Y Ha- 
V1 . n » in this place alfo demeaned himfelf with fuch Moderation, that he fhewed 
what was nift and ^ual, both by his Example and Precepts under the formed 
g i ^ be was preferred to the Dignity of Prat tor, i„ difeharge of 

which Truft, having left a pattern of Modefty and Moderation to fuch as fhould 
come, after,he came to he. Corrector of the Brut Hand of Lucan/a his own Countrev 
At Jengthhearofeto the Dignity of PratfeXus Pra>torio,as alfo the fupremeH^oms 
ofaPatntian and Conful difcharging the Office of Secretary ftill as appears bv the 
Letter lately mentioned, wherein afwell as in that which precedes it he iscommen 
ded, though truly, for the greatnefs of his Family, the honorable ISThft 
Anceftours, andhisown Perfonal Vertues. But ft was the Cuftome for Princes 


to extoll their Candidates, and blazon their Vertues and great Atchievements to the 
Senate, that they might feem not to have conferred Dignities and Preferments 
upon unfit and undeferving Perfons. reierments, 

SwK, a „d ferSeml*T T*"*" , Yc f> {W^cfifubdued the Alkmms, 
AUomns. ““J 1to P ! W tribute, as Agathias hath written, andappeareth froni 

the Kings Letters d,reded to the Inhabitants of Suevia, wherein he lets tliein 
know that he had made one Fridelade their Governour, for reftraining thefts 
and robberies wherewith they were much difturbed. Within a year after die Con- 
fulfliip of Caffiodorus, while he ftill cherifhed the Fortunes and Hopes of Amalarick 
his Nephew in Spain, he was mformed that Eutbarick, the Son of Viterick and 

l i ed \ n that Countre y- For BeremuTd theSn of Tht 
rifmund defeended of the Family of Amalus, leaving Scythia, as Jornandes writes 
went and lived in Gall 'with Theodoricb the Succeflour of Vallia King of the 
U eflrogoths, by whom being honourably entertained, he left a Son called Fite- 

He hi, ^ P‘ llari ‘h a Per *>" “celfcntly qualified both in 

Daughter ai ?V Mind - Theodorich hearing him much commended was very defirous 

p-“. 

death his Brother Berthar, and after that calling Theodorich King of to//to his 
wdlft 11 anJf n 6 !7 en ?f Be/ f r * ck bis other Brother* but when he had done his 
JwL T rh° d ° 7 \v dema ? ded P a /t of the Countrey conquered according to the 
Articles of their Alliance, herefufed to make good what he had ingaged and 
thereupon mortal and irreconcileable differences arofe betwixt them. 8 8 ’ 

zy. Betwixt 


Chap. 


Kindnefs and Amity. Juflin himfelf bearing the Title of Cottjul in his fecond 
Year, took Eutbarick the Son-in-Law of Theodorich for his Collegue, and far¬ 
ther graced him by a titular Adoption, as a Letter Ihews, which afterward was 
written to the Emperour by Athalarick the Son of Eutbarick, whom Amalafuen- 
tefconfil Vi- ta bis Wife bore the Year preceding his Confulfliip. Being defigned Conful , Eu- 
tharick went to Rome, there to enter-upon his Office, which before he approa¬ 
ched he was met by all the Ranks and Degrees of the City, who ftrove by all 
means to doe him Honour, as one whom they expedred to fee Ihortly upon the 
Throne. He on the other fide omitted nothing to gain their good Opinion, dif¬ 
eharging his Office with all poflible Liberality and Magnificence ; for fome way 
or other he gratifyed the.Senatours both Goths and Romans, and pleafed the People 
with Shews on the Theatre, particularly with fuch wild Beafts procured out of 
Africk, as Rome had never feen till that time. Having done this at Rome he retur¬ 
ned to Ravenna to his Father-in-Law, and there alfo ftrove to exceed himfelf in 
Liberality and obliging A&ions. Some time after Theodorich was vexed in his 
mind by News received out of Africk , where the Wandals had imprifoned his 
Sifter Amalfreda after her Husband's Deceafe, and put all the Goths to death who 
went over with her upon the Account of the Alliance, under pretence of a Con- 
Ipiracy. Theodorich having not fufficient ftrength at Sea for Invafion of Africk , 
could not revenge the Injury as he defired, and in the mean time Hilderick the 
King contra&ed a fait friendlhip with Jujlinian, Nephew to the Emperour,and who 
managed all Affairs in the Extreme Age of his Uncle. 

2.6. Hitherto we have beheld Theodorich fo to demean himfelf, that one might 
not fear to propound him as a pattern to other Princes, and his Adtions as fo 
many Copies for them to write after, fuch his prudent Condudt, his Valour* 
Magnificence, Bounty, and which Cemented all, his Juftice, Equity and Modeira- 
tion. Now we mull fee him degenerating from himfelf, and blurring thofe Lines 
of Government which he had lo exadtly drawn j fo hard is it for Man that is 
placed on high, not to be giddy and intoxicated with Eafe, and the Fumes of 
ikodorkh continual Pleafure. Yet had he Ihewn any diferetion in the choice of a Subjedt, ' 

“ elt0 wherein to exercife the mutability of his humours, he had been the lefs unfortu- 
" ’ nate, becaufe more excufable; but the hard Meafure he made, falling upon one ' 
who deferved better than any of that Age wherein he lived, in this refpedt For- 
a molt excel- tune it feems ow’d* and paid him a very ill turn. This Perfon was Boetius a 
lent perfon. Patritian who had twice or thrice been Conful, and fuch a Man as one ought 
carefully to defcribe, left we doe him injury. Of fo noble an Extract, that there¬ 
in he excelled all his Contemporaries, deriving his Pedigree from Manlius Torqua¬ 
tos, which of later times had been enobled more by Anicius his Great Grandfather, 
and others of that rnoft potent and noble Houfe, to behold the Power and Inte- 
reft of which moft Eminent Perfons came into Italy • an Houfe which fo abounded 
with Wealth, that ‘Zoftmus the Hiftorian envying the Greatnefs thereof, writes 
that this Family of Anicii poflefled in a manner the Riches of all the Romans. In 
liis younger years he ftudied at Athens, where the Profeflion of Philofophy had 
been reftored, which as he negledied not in general, but fearched into the depths 
of all Sedts and Opinions, fo efpecially he addicted himfelf to that of Ariflotle ,- 
and therein fpent moll of thofe Eighteen years which he palled away -in that 
Univerfity. The Name of that Philofopher, was formerly fcarcely known to thofe Vide Barm. ' 
that were merely skilled in Latin , as he himfelf faith j but he tranflated his works, 
and illuftrated them with Commentaries in that Language, hereby 1 fufficiently 
evincing that of all Roman wits, he beft underftood the Scale, and could fathom 
the Depths of the Peripatetick. 

2-7. For the Reader muft not think that the Philofophy of Ariflotle, which in; 
thefe later Ages hath obtained the Principality in the Schools, was always of fuch- 
Reputation as we have feed ft in bur time. At the beginning of Chriftianity the 
Sebt of the Stoicks much prevailed, but efpecially, the Opinions of Plato, which 
in the primitve times were of fuch Repute, that the greateft Rubs, the trUe Reli¬ 
gion met with, were laid by thofe Prejudices that were thence received. - 
For although much furtherance ft received from liich Philofophers as were- 
converted, in refuting the Vanities and Impieties of Paganifm, yet the great Writers' 
againft ft were of that Se< 3 :, and both Tertollian znd Origen of old complained, 
all or moft of the Herefie's which crept into-the Church* took their Original 
from the Tenets of (this) Philofophy. Long was it e’er the Schools became 

Peri- 
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zy. Betwixt the Emperour Juflin and Theodorich , there was maintained from the Sedt 2 
firft a good Intelligence and Correfpondence, as appears from mutual Offices of • — **' 
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Sect 2 Peripatetick, and Philofophy had ceafed to be Pagan, e’er flie forfook the Acca- 
demy and the Porch. At length file courted Ariftotle fo much, that ihemade him 
ample amends for her former Negledts ; and here, as formerly fee had done much 
The progrefs m ifchief as well as good in the School of Plato, fo fhe indeavoured to obtrude 
uck PhSofo- the Opinions and Notions of Ariftotle upon the Chriftian Faith, witnefs Gilibert 
phy- or Giflelert, the Bilhop of Poictiers, of whofe Profeffion of Philofophy and the He- 

refie he thence fucked, let Ecclefiaftical Writers fpeak. We fhall onely obferve 
farther concerning this Subject, that the Peripatetick Philofophy was vehemently 
believed and promoted by the Schoolmen Vho found it moft agreeable to their 
Quirks and Niceties, and poflibly the real and eflential Difference and Subfiftance 
it placeth betvvbct Subftances and their Qualities ( upon which DodVrines fome 
Novelties in the Church have been founded ) was the great Reafon it hath been 
advanced, not onely above true Reafon but the Holy Scriptures themfelves. As 
much concerned are they to anfwer a text or place in the Philofopher, as in St. 

Peter or St. Paul; and Theology hath not onely received its Model and Method 
but even Rules from him. So hath this Sedt prevailed in later Ages, that from it 
Writers have received their Terms and Manners of Speech, which makes it necef- 
fary that young Students be therein firft inftrudted and well grounded before they 
advance to other Exercifes, and make any Attempts upon Experimental Philofo- WeCM. 
phy, or Divinity it felf. Bp.'pnuU.Q 

2.8. But to return to Boetius , none draws his half fac’d Pidlure fo much to the /. 2. Ep. 40 . 
life, as he who afterward deftroyed the Archetype, I mean Theodorich the King 
who gives him fuch Encomiums, and heaps fuch Commendations upon him, as 
the fenfe and apprehenfion thereof could onely be obliterated by the itiwer of Jea- Mukaeruii. 
loufie. He not onely commends him for his skill in the Precepts of Ariftotle ,but for 
his perfections in all manner of Learning, whereof he makes him fo great a Helluo, tmn ' 
that he ui'eth a word applicable to fuch Creatures, as upon which theNourilhment 
they have received hath been very well bellowed. The knowledge he ufcribes to 
him is as well practical as fpeculative, and herein appeared his worth, that he was 
not content to be Learned alone; but would have others partake of that which 
made him fo confiderable. Therefore he taught to fpeak Z<tf/»,wh8tfoever Authour 
Greek Au- was confiderable amongft the Greeks ; for initance Pythagoras tne is u) \cian,Ptolemy 

thonrs tranfla- jjj e Aftronomer, Nicomachus the Arithmetician, Euclid the Geometrician, Plato 
tedb?BflW " w -the Divine, Ariftotle the Logician, and, Archimedes the Meehanlek, about whole 
Works the King, or Cajfiodorus for him, fpends many words, the eff ect of which 
is this that Boetius, perfectly skilled in his Dodrine of Motions ihould make two 
Clocks, whereof one Ihould explicate the Motion of the Spheres, and the other 
the Diurnal Courfe of the Sun, both which were to be prefented to the King of 
the Burgi. Such is the Teftimony given by one that turned his deadly Enemy, 
but this as we formerly termed it is but an half fac’d Pi&ure, reprefenting onely 
an idea of his Intellectuals, what he was for his Morals we muff alfo difeover, 
to prefent him in all his Proportions. Firft then as a means to make him good 
afwell as knowing, t;p the former fecular Learning he added the Knowledge of 
Theofogy and the Holy Scriptures, as appears from his Books concerning the 
Blefled Trinity, and againft the Errours of Neftorius and Eutyches. 

49. What Influence this Knowledge of Chriftianity and true Philofophy had 
into his Life and Adtions is fufftciently evident from his Management of Matters 
during his laft Confullhip, and the great hatred be contracted by his Impartial 
nil Morab. Juftice,and defending private Perfons from the Injuries and Oppreflions of unreafona- VideSigmm 
ble Men how powerful! foever. Such were Conigaftus and Triguilla theJNfafterofthe &Ocad.imp. 
Kings Houftold, and other greedy and ravenous Goths, from the Claws of whom he Boetium it 
refeued many miferable Italians , and to the great Indignation of fuch Monfters, Confilatione. 
protected his innocent Countreymen, afwell from pubhek as private Impofitions 
and Rapines. When during the Rage of a moft Cruel famine, a great Summ of 
Money .y/as required of the Inhabitants of Campania to their utter undoing, he 
oppofed the Project of the Prtcfetlus Pratorio with fuch Zeal and Conltancy 
even before the King, that it was quite dafeed.and laid afide. When the greedy 
Courtiers had already devoured the Eftate of Paulinas, a Man of Confular Dig¬ 
nity, in hope and expectation, fie refeued it out of the Mouths of thofe greedy 
Leeches. Alhinus a Perfon of the fame Quality, he defended againft the Accu- 
fations of Cypriams the Informer, and by his Wit and Eloquence, protected him 
when the King accufed him of High Treafon, and referred his Trial to the whole 
Senate at Verona. Thusfwimming againft theftream he met with great opposi¬ 
tion, both from King and Courtiers, and having ipraged them by crofting their 
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- r . t length fwaUowed up in the Gulph of his Princes Jealoufie and Sedt. 3. 

fruhgnatiom ^Once ouT of his Office/in the fucceedihg Confullhip of Maximus ^3 
he was accufed by Bafilius, Opilio and Gaudenttus, of whom the firft for no good 
deed had been difeuffed the.King’s Service, and undertook rfns Employment to 
redeem himfelf from his Creditours, and the other two having been condemned 
to Banifement had taken SanChiary, and thereupon were ordered by the King’? 

Ediift if by a day prefixed they departed not from Vienna, to be fbgmatized 
His pretended in the Forehead and then driven away. Yet the very fame day did thefe Villains 
S. accufe Boetius , and their Accufation was admitted; winch tended to this effeCt, 
that he had endeavoured to advance the Power and Intereft of the Senate above that 
vf the King, having hindered an Informer from bringing in an Impeachment of Trea¬ 
fon azainft the Fathers .- and Letters were forged to make out his Intentions and Aims 
to be for the Recovery of the Roman Liberty. Theodorich either privy to this Vil- 
lanv or lightly giving credit to thofe fuborned Witneffes and feigned Crimes, 
raMy condemned this Innocent Man, and confifcating his Efbte baniftied lnm to 

Heisbantfhed Ticinum or Pavia, where comforting himfelf afwell as he could with his philofophy, 

£ Pavia. he ma de a Book concerning that Confolation, and committed to writing thofe 
paflages for information of Pofterity, afweU as of the prefent Age. 

,0 Having imprifoned Severinus Boetius at Pavia, he caufed Symmachus his Yz- 
ther-in-Law, anda Perfon of great Learning and other worth to be apprehended, 
committing themboth to fafe Cuftody, for they were not both committed at the 
fame time, as fome have thought, but Symmachus enjoyed his Liberty, whilftAoe- 
tius had too fad occafion to bewail his own Condition, and congratulate the 
Liberty of his Father-in-Law,as he doth in his Book de Confolattone. Not long after 
Beheaded to- Theodorich caufed them both to be beheaded, and if thou wilt beheve. Reader^ the 
gether with Relation of Martiams, who wrote his Life, and received it as a Tradition from the 
Church of Pavia, Boetius after his Head was off, took it up with both his Hands, 

Lair*”" and being asked who it was that ftruck him, anfwered The Ungodly, and fo walk- 
ins into the Neighbouring Church and kneeling down before the Altar, when he 
had leceived the Sacred Myfteries, he expired, and after his Death was honoured 
for a Saint. And why may not this Story be as true as what we find concerning 
St. Denis, which whofoever will not believe may goe and fee, if hepleafe, the 
Crofles eredted in the feveral Places where he refted himfelf with his Head 
in his Hand, betwixt Paris and the Town which now bears the Name of that 
Martyr. Thevery fame is alfo told of our St. Alban,whowas beheaded for his Re¬ 
ligion as St. Denis kas. But fo fell this Noble Pair of Senatours, furpafTed by 
none other in any Indowment whatfoever, which renders Mortals both Excellent 
and Glorious. Concerning one of them we have already feen, what their great 
Thecharac- Enemy (as he proved) teftifies, and for Symmachus, the fame Hand gives him 
t« oiSymmu- large Commendations, true no doubt, becaufe Procopius faith in few words the fame 
cbus - things and mbre, although the reafon the King gives m one of his Epiftles, be not 
fo fold as were the Buildings for which he fo much extolls him, when he defires 
him to take upon him the Care of repairing the Theatre formerly mentioned. Antiqmrun 
That he was well skilled in Theology appears from Boetius hs dedicating his 
writings to him concerning the Trinity, wherein he makes him Judge and Cep- deTnoru ^ t no _ 
four of his Books ; and that he was well feen in all the Sciences, from Prijcian the biiifpmain- 
Grammarian of Ccefarea, who taught about this time at Conftantinople, and dedi 
eated alfo to him the Book he wrote of Weights and Meafures. , 4. ej. %u 

71 But concerning the Worth and Innocency of them both, there is one Tel- ExPrifiUno 
timony behind, and that is the too late Repentance of Theodorich, whofe forrow, 
as Procopius tells the ftory, was in its occafion and height full as remarkable as uie tempore con- 
Punilhmenthad been unjuft. Not many daysafter their Execution, when the King^™»/* 
went to Supper,he had ferved up to his Table the Head of a Fife of an unufiial bignels. ^ col ^ a f 
This Theuderich ( as he calls him, and by his right Name) fanfied to be the funt.Cajfiod. 
Head of Symmachus lately put to death, who, as it were biting the nether Lip, 
feemedto threaten him in a gaftly and cruel manner. Scized liereupon with ^ Ioi w _ 
Horrour and Amazement, and laUing into a Cold-fweat he hafted to his Cham- tiusoperuim- 
ber, and lying down upon his Bed commanded his Attendants 
Theodorich many Clothes. Then did he reveal the whole matter to Elpidius his Phyfician, la- adiniHum . 
dies of Meian- menting die Sin he had committed againft Symmachus,wd foon after died,this being 
choiy for ha- the firft and laft wrong he ever did his Subjedts,in pronouncing fentence thus agawlt 
S men without Examination. Thus Procopius both excufes and commends,centring 
him for the Rafhnels and Injuftice of theFadr, and yet herein exceedingly praifing 
him, that the Fad* wasfingle,the whole Courfe of his Life and Government having 
been regulated and poifed by Juftice and Moderation. Though his putting thole 
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Soft. 3 two Perlons.to death was mexcufable, yet his forrow and repentance was rema,- 
liable,^ though.the thing favoured of Ralhncfs and Cruelty, yethisafter-thouXl 
,, ... were i,gns of Mercy and good Nature; befides, the Extravagance of his Fancv as 
a iEwd! t0 , the f I j? d ° l ! he F,lh > ferns to have been an EffeS.of the Fickienefs or tender- 
lent Prince. *}eis or his Confcience. This however muft be faid, that Italy never enjoyed mnrp 
fcrene and happy Days, never more Splendour in the higheft pitch of her Great! 
nefs, never more folid and falling Peace with Eafe, Pleafure and Security than 
under lus Government. That few which obtained a Kingdom by Force and 
Violence, prefcrved themfelves and it by fuch Calmnefs and Sweetnefs of Coun 
oils and Adhons In conclufion, that few fo beloved by their Shbje&s wetb fo 
terrible to their Enemies, both which Procopius teftifies of him. He died it’s faid 
on the Second of September, , in the 34^. of his Reign, and the Seventy fecond of 
bls , .?* ) Vben he few his end approaching, having fent for the chief of the 
Gotbick Nobility, he declared for his Succeflour Athalarick the Son of his Daugh¬ 
ter Amalafuenta by Eutharick lately deceafed, commanding them to receive and 
obey him as fuch; to love and cheriflithe Roman Senate and People, and to main¬ 
tain Amity, and good Correfpondence with the Emperour. His death is repor¬ 
ted to have been portended at Naples, by the fall of the Head from ofF his 
Statue. 

Athalarick. 3 2 * Athalarick then a boy of Eight Years of Age, fucceeded his Grandfa- 
Grandfather 'fn “ s Mo ' h f was the Regent of the Kingdom, being a Woman adorned with 
• all Beauties and Accompldhments both of Mind and Body. Of Countenance and 
Afpect compofed to fuch Majefty, as would ftrike the beholder with Veneration 
Of fuch fluence and fweetnefs of Speech, that being skilled both in the Z^/»and 
Tongues, fee ravifeed the Minds and Affedlions of her Hearers; in fum 
for Wiledom and other Indowments which fit and qualify a Perfon for Govern- 
by^he^Regent ^ t ab< T ier SeX ’ % her ord ? r ’ AmbafTadours and Letters are difpatched, 
ro y senate!nc[ m the Name of the young King to the Roma» Senate and People, and to the 
People. neighbouring Princes, in League and Amity with her Father, fignifying his death 
and how the Child fucceeded by virtue of his laft Will and Pleafure declared 
in the prefence of the Nobility, whence the choice was fo unanimoufly approved 
that it feemed rather nmanifeftation of the Will and Pleafure of Almighty God 
That this Example of the Nobility, was readily and chearfully followed by both Iiis 
Gothick and Roman Subjedls, who had not onely promifed but fworn Obedience 
to mm. The Senate therefore fic defires to imitate fo good a Pattern, telling 
tnem he had fent to them S/gifmer a Comes with others, who in his Name lhould 
a fo make oath to preferve to them their Rights and Privileges, and he bids them 
ask boldly of hirn whatfoever they thought would increafe the Security of their 
pic-tent Eiltate. The People he courts in like manner, requires alfo from them an 
OathofFidehty and Allegiance,and promifes under no lefs an obligation all Offices 
of Juftice, Equity and Clemency; to cherife the Goths and Romans alike, and main- 
IKuV ir 1 U \ EqU * 1 R, § ht ! r and Privileges, making no other diftindlion, than that 
the Goths undergoing the Travails and Dangers of War for the Publick good, the 
Romans lhould enjoy quiet and fecunty within the Walls of their own City. He 
puts them in mind, how by the mutual Oath of Prince and People, the Memory of 
7 >^«s Government was renewed, who as appears from the Panegyrick-o £ Pliny, 

E r a r up0 c the Co " fullhl P> both fwore himfelf and received the Oaths 
of the Magiftrates, Senate and People. To Tiberius the PrefeUus Pretoria of Gaff 

ofrh rL^tJ' mC ^% aSthey are , Called ’ Under Ilis Jurifdicaion, he promifeth by 
Oath the like good Government, having exhorted them to Fidelity and Obedience 

rhpJrnS an ^ittorims dieir Bifoop, to ftir them up, and provoke 

l ?i Ubj !? S ’ b ° th b y llls Precepts and Example. He beggs alfo 
his Praters, that the Heavenly King would be pleafed to confirm «o him his 
Kr n Sdoms that he would fupprefs lus Adverfaries, forgive-hifli Iiis Sins, 
»“ I S; C ^ t r d fo bouutlfelW g.orioufly 

rll Sticb ^ asthe beginning of Athalarick, or rather Amalafuentha (or Amala- 
Juntha, as fee is commonly called) his Mother,, who, either as pious and-humble 
Penitents are wont to doe confcious of the Frailty of Humane Nature, impofed 
upon her felf and Son the ftrong Bonds of an Oath, to check and pull them back 
when they lhould exceed the Bounds of Equity and Moderation j or, not ignorant 
a i lclDlfficubie | faR upon Kingdoms in the Minority of- Trinccs, 
as P™ deMl y as fte could, courting 
thus his Subjects into the ftrongeft bonds and ties which could be laid upon 
their Confciences, by this plaufible Stipulation and Exchange of Oaths, Thait 
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the latter Co^deratipAvfiCe^y moved. her, t^Digates of N^e fnay fuf. Se< 5 fe 3 
ficientLv fatisfie, and-feafc fee former did nop want it£ ;? flFe<frs a% fee Courfe of 
her. A&ions sdath fufeefemly manifefc .Tor her palpal care .to lie fo? 

Her care for his gqbd'EdUCation, .^4 .tJ». gOp§i.^W n S 

his Education. anc f religious Precepts; committing Jiim-tdiii® exa.^ Pw?tphiie of-, pimb ^grav• - 9 - 

and fober Matters, who. flipuid itAto&L .feim 

and their manner of the lnttitHUofl pf YoWh, though t^e Goths were therewith 

offended. Thatfueh there, were l time whpxp^d. very wqU ;dw ; it^ we 

cannot doubt, becaufe of that Pubhcfe: School which WMy 

wherein were profeffed Law, Eloquence, apd the Li^m^rts by mott ^ued 

Men, maintained at the pUbUek Charge. But pfte their Stipends bad either 

been denied or very badly paid, which eommg to % Knowledge ?f ^ ^gent, 

ihe direded Letters in .the. lihlg’? Utom % 9 .- ihP Seu^e of that 

tine the neglectt of fo ponfidcrable a matter„;arid requjrmg the pim<ayM ; payment 

of thefe Salaries for the time ta oomec Foraffnueh;i??^ Arts are ufiurii^d and 

maintained by Rewards, fee tells 

of Youth of any thing due to themi whP.PUght rather yo be f xc >ted by 
an Augmentation of their JncQuragement?.; §he cor?iRiands for a 
of the® Allowance, that they be psiAey»y taJf y W r > .«rf that xl«ny (igfera 
retain the Money longer than that time, they be refppnfibje both for ; Principal 

and Iiitereft. Her Reafons are, that Learned Men are: UPpto^ep^mpqnjhe , 

proud and difdainfull.Humour of others, that it is a feapne, that pkyprs Ihpuld be 
provided for, who ferve onely for pleafi^and recreation, and they rb? negleAed 
who are the Formers of good manners, and breeders^ ^ Ff? } Q ^ ‘ P ' 

Service of the Court. . But efpedally that they may notfee fetoqus 

thoughts, and necefeary Cares for a Livelyhood, wfech .pmft re^ Hw P aui ? 

m °34. i H^^^fufecfepdy provided for her-Son’s bf 

ihe her felf became bis Miftrefs in the other more figmficjint and e^Ual mrtof 
Kiple. She not onely kept offher^Hapdsi fromtpvadmg the Lim 
She makes PrivdLs and Eftates of the S H bje<^, reftored jtQ.thp Children pfSjmma^xs 

Refticution. anc i Boetius what had been fo unjuftly taken from them, and in general projected 
and fecured the Roman and Italian Peoplefrom the Rapacious prices offee Gotbs; 
who as Strangers that have their: Fortunes to make m a conquer^..jQWwy. 
fousht to build their Families upon the Rmnes and .pefolation of the :Natrves. 

To Amalarick the King of Spain , and her Nephew by ber SiOer,, jyhp : R Pod in 
need of feme Incouragement and Affiftence, (Theudas his Guarfean hayingj by 
his Marriage with a great Lady of the Countrey, made himfelf in efiedl 
more Kingdian his Pupil,) fhe gave part of Gall lyfeg feeyond ar ld re¬ 

tained that on the neareft fide for her Son; what her h ather had t?ken. aw^y from 
the Inhabitants of Carcajfon, fee reftored, and remitted the Impphtfens he had 
laid upSi them. Forefeeing alfo thatby retainmg that Part of : ^tgw menti¬ 
oned, fee lhould draw an heavy War upon the Ringdom, apd .fee /^Vr-mtp 
the Bowelsof Italy, fee yeilded to feeir Kmg^s pmteifeons, and dfiliverpd it up 
into'his Hands. Shortly after JuJHm* fame to fee Government rmfee Eafe 
being affumed as Collegue in the Empire by his 99 

promotion was heard ofin fee Weft, 4^Y^.ddpatched 

him, to congratulate iiis good Fortune, and to defire- a Coprmuancq .pf .d^tFrpd- ... 

feip and Alliance wliich had been botwixt their Pr^eceffoms L Varl ' k ™^ 

rightly diredfed as now we have it in Caftodorus- -And whatfeefefeed °hbpr 
Son’s behalf was readily granted, as we may conqliide from 

an ^° n Wetav?*eSy m fl>ewn .te the Go/hs .wfliked of the hreglte >1 th^r t, u j mm uit. 
vouna Kin&and defiruig to wrong the Subjects, would1 have. h.mfci'ougte up ...... 

after the Barbarian way. How hereupon he was debauched by iUCqmpany. How 
Amalaftmta his Mother was brought into great DiJScukies aijd pur|»fel to deliver 
uh Sv into the Hands of Jufimm. How Athalarkk her ?q ? ted of a..Con- 
Theodatus fumptiiM and thereupon fee procured Theodatus the Nephewpf : Theojorfcb tofce 
King. S how in way of requital he bafcly caufed her to be murfeered. We 
SkTnitspL^r Place, ^tjujkmw upon this : fic^pn refcdve|tp make war 
upon the Goths, having lately fubdued the Nandah in.Afrtck ; that.Mqflagg pafied 
-betwixt him and TjJdatus, who put a Guafe upon fee Emperppr s Amb^iradopra, 







The Kingdom of the Oftrogoths in Italy, Contemporary P art. IVi 

Sc(5ti • 2. anc ^ J n conclufion that Belifarius by order patted from Sicily into Italy. . The Rea- 
der muft alfo remember that he prefling upon the Goths), they chofe for King one 
Vitigis. Vitigis, whocaufed Theodatus to be murthered. Vitigis drew the Franks to his 
* Party, ’but made war, though valiant enough, unfuccesfully again & Belifarius, 
who at length carried him and his Wife along with him to Conftantinople. Into 
VMM his Room was Ildebald the Nephew of Theudas King of the Weftrogoths, and Gover¬ 

nor of Verona preferred, who killed Zirteas the Sifters Son of Vitigis , and was 
Erarick- himfelf killed by Vilts a : Gepid.i. After him was made King one Erarick, by Birth 
a Rugian, and confequently of a Gothick Nation, a Man of good reputation amongft 
the Barbarians . He would for a good Reward have delivered up Italy to the Em- 
perour, but after a Ihbrt Reign of five Months was killed by the Goths, who chofe 
Tot,i,u. Tot Has to be their King. He proved a fevere Scourge againft the Greeks , then 

warring in Italy. He was the Brothers Son of Ildehald, a Man very Warlike and 
Active, as we have defcribed his A&ions at large. He carried himfelf w’ith much 
Gallantry and Juftice. He took Rowe more than once, wafted Sicily, and at length 
died of his wounds, after the Battel fought with Narfes, received by one Asbades a 
Gepida. He Reigned eleven Years, and in him fortune fhewed Ficklenefs and In- 
Tcias. conftancy. The next and laft King was Teias the Son of Fridigcrn,who did wonders 
in Battel againft Narfes, but was killed, and the Kingdom of the Gothsm Italy 
received its period with him. 

The Kingdom l 6 ' was tiie Kingdom of the Oftrogoths, overturned in Italy by the Vigilan- 
of the Gflf/«cy andCondudof Narfes, that famous Eunuch, after it had continued fome fifty 
de[troved h0lly tone Years.; How this was done,hath been difcoUrfed at large in our Account of the 
y ‘ Wars of Jufihtian, to which here we have nothing to add,little occurring concerning 

the later Gothick Kings, but in reference to the Wars of Italy, managed againft 
them, chiefly byBelifarius and Narfes the Officers of that Emperour. The Goths 
after the Death of Teias were headed by. Aligern his Brother, but without the 
Title of King, and they ftrugled fome time tonopurpofe, though they called in 
the Franks to their Alhftence. Their Kingdom being deftroyed, the Sovereignty 
and Command of Italy returned to Juftinian the Emperour, who governed it by 
Narfes, as a Province of the Eaftern Empire. Narfes having fupprefled the Goths 
and driven but the Franks, fet himfelf as to A&ions of Piety and Religion, fo 
to repairing Towns which had been demolifhed in War, to the reftoring of Buil¬ 
dings bothfacred and profane in Rome, and other places. But as of other things, 
fo of thefe we have no particular Account, for the following Years arefo barren 
of any Hiftory, that as Sigonius witnefleth, in all the Antiquities of Italy and the 
Weft ? nothing is more rude and uncertain, our beft guides Frocopius and Agathias 
having taken their leave. But, from the overthrow of the Gothick Kingdom in 
Italy , which happened in the YearDLlII. to the coming in of the Longobardi, or 
Lombards, which fell out in the DLXVHI. patted fourteen Years, all which time 
Narfes feemsto have governed, and fpent it well, as we are told, in mending what 
had been marred by the former Wars. In thefe Wars that great mifehiefs happened 
both to Places and Perfons cannot be doubted. That thofe that - were faithfull to 
the Emperour flittered much may eafily be conceived, and particularly we are 
told of the Family of the Titiones. This Family flying their Countrey, loft all 
they had, leaving a great Eftate, and when the Goths were driven out, it feems 
made their Application to Juftinian to be reftored to their Lands and Pofletti- 
ons. Now it was a Rule in Law, that a Prefcription of thirty years was a fufficient 
Bar againft any pretender, let the Eftate be come by how it would, and this it 
feeflis was pleaded by fuch as had got into pofleflion. But the Emperour taking 
the cafe into confideration, granted aRefcript of Privilege to the faid Titiones, 
which broke the Prefcription; and this Refcript,being the onely Monument of that 
dark time, Cujacius hath communicated to us, who received it as he tells us, f 'fz l °' 
from the moft Learned and acute P. Galefius a Spaniard. It being a Rarity in fe- ’ 
veral refpe&s, we ftiall not conceal it from the Reader. To Narfes it is directed 
thus. 

37. ‘ Flavius Juftinian, Ccefar, Imp. Alanicus, Goticus, Wandalicus, Africanus, ever 

* Auguftus to Narfes the Patritian in Italy. With great anguifh of mind we perceive, 

‘ that our City of Rome having been in former times much emptied, hath continu¬ 
ed long defert, and in a manner defolate, and that from it ahnoft an infinite 

* Number of Illuftnous Families, have betaken themfel ves to divers Climates of the 
4 World, to fhun the direfull Cruelty and favage madnefs of the Goths and JVandals, 

‘amongft which the moft Eminent and moft Noble Family of the Titiones, lea - 
‘ ving the City in which it had happily flourilhed before for many Ages,in the glo¬ 
rious 
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ous Equeftrian Order, was forced to fly to foreign Nations. Namely ou t of that Sedt. 
Family, above an hundred and twenty Perlons patted over to the Vindehci and 
itozi,chufing rather valiantly to undergoe hard Exile, than enjoying at home with 
; the Enemv ofthe Roman Empire their own goods to live m filthy and diihoneft 
; fla very Now we being defirous to obviate fuch Calamities and Mtferies difparched 
; away'die moft glorious Belifarids thePatritian into Italy againft thetf^Miat b > r 
: him wemight free the City,and Italy it felf, fromfo great Mavery^Captwity and 
‘ Slaughter. And fo it fell out, that in that Ingagement which Behfanus had with 
c ri/z?irKing ofthe Goths , and wherein he remained Vidor, the King being taken 
6 Prifoner the Strenuous, Valiant and Noble L. Galhims Titio, valiantly difeharging 
‘ the Duty of a Tfibune of Soldiers, died glorioufly fighting, lea ving three Sons, 

‘ Aulus Anduatius, C. Tulero, aridL. Reucardus, who all under thy Command m 
‘ itdy, fought for us and the Roman Empire with the greateft Fidelity againft our 
‘ Enemies. Wherefore feeing that in a Prince there can be nothing more Clement, 

‘ nothing more Decent, nothing more glorious to be wifhed for, than to have a 
4 refpaft tor, and confer juftand gratefull Favours on fuch, whofeParents, fighr 
‘ting manfully for the Empire and their Countrey, moftreligioufly died; and 
4 whereas thofe Brothers and their Progenitours were fpoiled of their large Eftate, 

‘by the wicked Enemies of the Roman Empire, which they enjoyed in the City, 

4 amongft the Cemomani , efpecially the Infubres, Vercellenfes, Taurini and Lugures, 

4 for long fpaces of time, We wiU, Command, and require, as tliou efteemeit our 
4 favour, and art zealous for our Honour, that having made a diligent foirch, 

4 thou put them again into pofleflion of their Eftates, and goods of their Anceftours, 

4 having no regard at all to thofe by whom they are feized >an d reftore thefe-Brothers 
4 to the City, their Honours and Dignities; and efpecially theEqueftmn, m which 
4 they have flourilhed with great Commendation from their Great and Great great 
4 Grandfathers, and to place them again in their Houfes, removing any that may 
4 detain them. For all thofe who from the beginning take Pofleflion by force, 

4 and thereby lay uniuft Foundations, do not acquire juft Pofleflion by the ute ol 
4 time, neither they who derive adiion from them; and we wrn not that fuch Oc- 
‘cupiers be aflifted by any Prefcription, although of the longefttime, from which 
4 we derogoate, and by our fulnefs of Power will have Derogation made, that the 
‘faid Brothers may ferve us with the fame Fidelity and. Valour, which they have 
4 derived from their Parents. We will have therefore this our pleafure, or rather 
4 juft and deferved Reftitution, inviolably obferved under Penalty of an hundred 
4 pounds of Gold, and have commanded it to be ftrengthned by our Imperial 
4 Seal. From the City of Conftantinople on the Ides of February , in the fix and 
4 thirtieth Year of our Reign, in the Year of our LordDLXV, figned Juftinian, 

4 and underneath, Procopius. This is very remarkable, and little or nothing is there 
4 farther Ns Italia* matters, till the coming of the Lombards into Italy ; ol the occa- 
4 fion thereof, and their progrefs till their fetling therein a Kingdom, We have al- 
4 ready difeourfed amongft matters relating to the Conftantinopolitan Empire. 


relating to the Conftantinopolitan Empire. 
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SECT. IV. 

The Kingdom of the Lombards in Italy, from the 
Expiring of the Command of Duces, and the 
Promotion of Authari to be King, to the Fn<1 
of this Kingdom. 

The Space of zo 6 Tears. 

Se< 5 t. 4. x - TH E Lombards having fetled their Domination in Italy ,, were ten Years, as 
JL we have faid in the Hiftory of the Empire, without a King and under 
Duces or Captains. But thefe ten Years expired, into the Dignity and Title of 
Authari made King they advanced Authari the Son of Clepho formerly mentioned, whom they 
a Kui3 ’ fir named Flavius, for the more grace-of the matter,as/W their Hiftorian tells 

us, or to mollify the found of his barbarous Name, With a firname familiar and 
eane, as others conjecture; for this of Flavius became'afterward common to all 
their Kings. Now all the Great Men contributed half they had to the mainte-' 
nance of his Port and Dignity. And this is’to be admiredin die Government of the 
Lombards, that there was no fuch thing amongft them as Violence and Qppreffion 
No Treachery,no Compulfion was pradtifod. No Man was deprived of what he had 
by Thefts or Robberies, but every one went about his-bufinefsfecurefy, without' 
die leaft fear or apprehenfion of Danger. So Paul writes '; but we remember that' 
he himfelf was a Lombard , and fpeaks poffibiyih favour of his own Nation, fo he 
doth when he commends and applauds,for their Valour and Deportment, the’ Party 
which fought under Narfes , whereas Procopius tells us, that they werefent back 
in difgrace for their unrulinefs. And however he conceals their Faults and 
commends them for ther great Juftice and Moderation, it appears from Ecclefi- 
altical Perfons, that after they were become Matters of Italy, they did many hor¬ 
rid A&s; and upon this account Gregory the Great calfoth them a moft wicked Na¬ 
tion. But poflibly the truth lies betwixt both Extremes. 
childebert ^ ^ Emperour,not being in a Condition himfelf, hired Childebert 

being hired Kin S of the Franks for fifty thoufand Solidi, to difpoflefs them. The King with a 
he , breaks T° Ir fi >, b , ut f Paul faith > dlat the Lombards dealt with him 

harh M^y Meffengers and perfwaded him to take Money and be gone. -He promifed 
on both tides. t0 return the Sohdi to Childebert, -with whom the Lombards made a-League But 

had work enough cut out for them by DroBulf, who beinga Suebian otAlleman DmckMf.fi - 
by Birth, for his Goodlmefs of his Stature had got the Honour of a Duke - but deli *d lu3 ? l j*~ 
to revenge Ins eaptivhy tad kfeiy revolted to the Emperour, end carried’over Writ 
to his larty a confiderable Number of their Men. Lying now at Broxillus a fi^s,Truektm 
fl j U f e upo “ dle /^» trfiirher Authari removed with his Army, and ftrait- f c “& 
ly befieged him. The fiege continued long, and he held them to it; but at laft he w up**™ 
was compelled to quit his Quarters and betake himfelf to Ravenna • which having vste ^ G f r ^ a ~ 
l° n p . AU J ha) \ t0 2 k B ™ xil [ us and difmantled it, and made truce with Smaragd^xJb^ 
the Patritian the then Exarch of Ravenna , for three Years. This notwithftanding L ris Drickym 
A . _ . Mauritius font fecond Time his AmbafTadours to Childebert , and periwEfigt/ 
S uded . lum t0 brrak »>*• fi-Jl upon the Lombards. He invaded illy, but m tS 

oil otchid., “they were on their march toward lum, the a/tmms that were in his Army 
l,„. feU out with the Frmks, andtheDi!Knt;on grew fo great, that they parted and 

leturned back without having any tiling done. fidemdede- 

3‘At this time happened fuch Inundations in feveral Parts of Italv as the r,im - Drudos > 

Drcadfull in Z'l- ^ ° f ‘ inCe - Univer&1 Deluge. Multitudes of Men, £& 

• imitations. ’ j f lvln f. ^>catui es, were deftroyed. The River Atbefis flowed as high 

as the Windows of St. Zenos Church near Verona, part of the Wall of whirh i 11 ^ , 

City was alfo broken down; and after two Montlfs it period ahnoft 
Fl ? e - Ih( r 5 ivei ; T’ber was fo overcharged, tliat it rofe higher than the very Walls €nura8 * 
of Rome, defaced ancient Buildings, and overturned the Granaries belonging to Tmtu 
the Church, wherein great Quantities of Wheat were loft. A Multitude of Ser¬ 
pents 
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pents together with a Dragon of a vaftBignefs, fwom down the River (_ Paulas 4 

Diaconus faith through the City) into the Sea, where killed with the Salt- ^ 

water, they were call upon the ihore. This happened in the Month of Novem- 
The PcJUs an d fo January following a dreadfull Plague called Pe(lis Inguinaria , from 

ET the Privy parts which it invaded, fell upon Italy, efpecially Rome, and deftroyed 
an infinite Number of People, on whom Arrows were feen to be darted from 
Heaven, if credit may be given to no lefs a Man than Pope Gregory. This was 
the Plague, as fome would have it, wherewith Men being feized fell into great fits 
of fneezing, and fo fuddenly died, whence the Cuftome proceeded of praying, as 
ftill we do, for fuch as fneeze. But that this was in ufe long before amor? git the 
Pagans, who invocated their Gods upon the fame occa'fion, is attefted by Pliny, HijlizZ. 
not to fpeak of more ancient Writers, and therefore it could not take its rife from Vide Bar. 
the Mortality whereof we now fpeak. 

4. Much about this time Authari King of the Lombards, font Buin the Duke 
of Trent to wafte Hifiria, whence he brought very rich Plunder. Others of his 
fubje&s were then employed in befieging Francio , one of Narfes his Captains, in 
the Ifland Antacina, where he had continued twenty Years, but after .a fiege of 
fix Months, was forced to yield it up, and to depart with his Wife and Baggage 
to Ravenna. Authari afwell as his People being much inriched began to look 
high, and asked the Sifter of Childebert King of the Franks to be giyen him in 
Marriage. Childebert receiving hisPrefents, promifed he would fend her, but fai¬ 
led of his word being fued to by the Gothick King of Spain, to beftow her on him; 
and fenfible it feems of the Injury, and how good Caufe he had given Authari to 
be angry with him, he font to the Emperour, and promifed now he would doe his 
utmott for removing the Lombards out of Italy. And he font an Army to make 
good his promife, but the Lombards , concerned now more than ordinary to fhew 
their Valour, made greater (laughter of them, than ever was heard to have befaln 

Frrf«iy de- that Nation,and very few returned home. Flavius Authari now incouraged bv this 
ftroyed, Succefs fends his Ambafladours into Baioaria, to ask in Marriage Thettdelinda the rheuds-lHih, 
Daughter of King Garibald, who readily granted their fuit, and after their return Lopulis moihs. 
Authari himfelf makes a Journey thither Incognito to fee her. ' TvJot long after 
Ills return, troubles arifing betwixt Garibald and the Franks, Tkyudelinda with 
Authari Mar- her Brother Gundoald retired into Italy, where Authari met her with: Royal Pomp, Gu-admldBe 
ua ‘ and confummated his Marriage at a Place called Sardis above Verona, on the nwoieMia po‘ 

Ides of May. tens. 

5. At this time, for what Caufe is uncertain ,Auful the King’s Kinfman was (lain Anp-hn!d,Gra. 
at Verona , and not long after Childebert, to gratify the Emperour Mauritius , fent tia fidelis. 
another Army of twenty thoufand Men to fubdue the Lombards} Of thefe Men 
Anduald, Olo and Cedinus were the chief Captains, whereof Olo laying fiege to 

the Cattle of Bilitio , was (hot with an Arrow under his Pap and died, many of 
his Countreymen in their Excurfions being met with and (lain. Anduald with fix 
inferiour Officers came before Milan, where he met with the Emperour’s Ambafla¬ 
dours, who promifed him relief after three days; but three and three they expec¬ 
ted them to no purpofe. Cedinus going the way toward the left hand took five 
Caftles from the Inhabitants of which he exadted an Oath. They pierced by Pla¬ 
centia as far as Verona , and many Towns they demolifhed contrary to Articles, 
leading away the Townfmen Prisoners. But the Summer now grew very hot, and 
the Franks not accuftomed to the Italian Air, were much aftli<fted with the Dy- 
fentery whereof many of them died, and having been three Months fotheCoun- 
Another fruit- trey to little purpofe, the Lombards fecuring themfelves in their ftrong holds, and 
onofthe diti " tbebr particularly in Pavia, they were neceflitated to return home, which 
Franks. they did with fo great Difficulty, that they were firft conflrained to foil their 
Cloaths off from their backs, and then their Arms to purchafo Victuals in their 
paflage. -About this time it is that Paul thinks the famed Conquefts of King Au¬ 
thari happened, as that through Spoletum he proceeded as far as Beneventum, and 
T^Conquefts having made: himfelf Matter of all that Countrey, kept on his Progrefo as for as 
o uthari. Rf je gi um yhQ laft City of Italy ,and neareft to the Sicilian Ifland. There,as the ftory 
went, ftood a certain Pillar within the water, to which he rode' fo near as to 
touch it with die Point of his Lance, and -laid, Thus far flail extend the Borders of 
the Lombards. The Pillar was reported to be (landing in the days of the Hiflo- 
rian, and to be known by the Name of Authari his Column. ■ , 

6. The firft Duke of -the Lombards which fetled fo Beneventum, wasZotto, who ^^(lukum 
held the Government for twenty years. Authari font to make a League with Gun-pedant/htgl. 
tram King of the Franks , who referring them to Childebert his Nephew, e’er they a Sottmutatk 
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Sea. 4. could finilh their Negotiation, Authari dies at Pavia, by poyfon as was * 

ported, on the Nones of September, after he had reigned fix Years. A(f <bon as m,,/n ' s - Swbe “ 
Authari dies, he expired, notice was fent away to Childebert, and a Peace defired of him S’S/SS'* 
who at length yeilded unto the requeft of the Lombards in this matter. They 
had fo much Kmdnefs for Theudelinda their Queen, that they permitted her to ”/ af> c d A *~ 
retain her Royal Port and Dignity, and tochufe out of their own Nation a fit 
ting Man to be her Husband, and their King- whereupon after good advice had 
,uc - with the wifeft of them, Ihe made choice of Agilulf Duke of Taurinum, the Kinf- 
man of Authari, a very valiant Man, and in every refpedt fit for Government 
who was married to Theudelinda and her Kingdom in the Month November. and* Atd-hulf 7 • 
afterward pubhckly crowned at Milan, in a full Affembly in May following. ktrAnxilialli. 
Agilulf, or Ago , as he was called for fhortnefs, being confirmed in his Power Idem , contrM ' 
fen tAgnollus Biihop of Trent into France, to redeem fuch as had been taken hic Z^f 
Priloners in the Territories lying about that City, and feme he brought back Paulm Di *- 
whom Bramhildis the Queen of the Franks, had ranfomed with her own Money coms ' lib + c l - 
Euin alfo, the Duke of Trent, he fent Ambafladour to make an Alliance and 
Confederacy with that Court, which he effe&ed. The fame Year happened a 
great Drought from January to September, which was followed by as great a 
Famine, and a great fwarm of Locufts covered the Countrey about Trent of a 
greater bignefs than ufual, but fed onely upon the Grafs, doing little prejudice to 
the Handing Corn. 

^cSSnft r 7 / A & Ud f ' m , th ® ™ ean puts to death Minulf Duke of the IJlandSt. Julian, 

feverai SS 01 ! 'f D § ' ev< £ e ? formerly to the Franks; and reduces Gaidulf who hadr 

belied and fortified himlelf in his City of Pergamus. Though he gave Caution Pamimnum 
now that he would be quiet, yet he fecured himfelf again in the lfland Comaci- **TVT 
m, whither the King purfued him, and beating out his Men got into his Hands tt Sh 
a Trealure, wluch had been there laid by the Romans. But Gaidulf efcaping him in ? lurali 
returned to Pergamus, where after feme oppofition he again made his peace, and 
was receivedl into favour by Agilulf, who was alfo fo fortunate about this time, 
as to reduce into order VIf art, another Duke or Captain who had revolted The t f inne > maris 
fame Year the Plague called again broke out at Ravenna and other 

places, killing as many Men as it had formerly done. Agilulf makes peace with excc iiemi- 
the Avares, and a Winter follows fo exceflively cold, as the like had not beenf”® M '“ 1 ”” 
known. Moreover in the Coun trey of the Brimi, bloud inftcad of water drop-J 
ped irom the Clouds, and Rivers feemedto flow with it asprelagesof thofe Mi- enim Gm '° 
fcrics, which were ihortly again to fall upon Italy r, the Peace being broken. For 71“WS 
not long alter Romanus the Patntian and Exarch of Ravenna goes and vifits Rome , ?««« fignifi. 
and in his return takes in feverai Cities,that had belonged to the Lombards. Agilulf™-, 
inraged hereat, marches fpeedily from Pavia, with a ftrong Power of Menfand^r'S: 
Jays liege to Perufium, wherein lay Maurifio a Duke of his own Nation who had a * or - 
revolted to the Romans. Him he took and put to death, poflibly becaufe he had 
betrayed the Towns lately mentioned into the Hands of the Exarch; and hecaft wwf” ' 
them at Rome into a very great fright, particularly Gregory the Biihop, from Lu t arum Do - 
whole Writings it appears, that the Army of die Lombards invaded alfo the Ter- tti. 

ritones of that City, and did great Mifchief, though Paul the Hiftorian pafles all 
by, and tells us he fetled his matters, and returned after the taking of Perufium VldeBaron - 
unto Pw/a Gregory was conftrained to break off his Cuftome of preaching, and 
betake himfelf to the Law of the City, the Liberty and Safety whereof he was 
forced to purchafe with Money, and through the Intervention of Theudelinda 
the Queen, made afirm Peace for his Romans. 

, an this Biihop to Conflantina the Emprels, it appears that 

“T Which the Em P er °ur’s Subjeds in thefe Parts endured under his cruel tidia. i?' 33 ' 
The Hmpe- 9 ?! ? Vh r as , great as any of them almoft fuffered from the Barbarous Lom- 
rour-s Officers \ iie B “ rt hen of the Taxes and Impofitions were fo heavy upon thofe cf 

drive his Sub. Cor /j ca p that they were forced to fell their very Children to make Money, and 
>ecWevoir. all [little enough to fatisfie the Ravenous Colletfours, which not able to bear, they 
fled to the Lombards in Italy and in a manner left the Bland defolate. In ihatof 
Sicily one Stephen the Chartulary of the Sea Coafts committed fuch Rapines, as 
the Biihop affirms all his particular Ads of Violence and Injuftice could not be 
contained in one Volume,* and defires her to be a means to the Emperour, that 
thofe things might be redreffecl for the preventing of Judgments otherwife like 
to fall , upon himfelf, and his Sons, and that Italy might rather want fupplies of 
money, than that they Ihould be raffed in that finfuli manner. From Gregory his 

Writings it is farther evident, that the Emperour’s Minifters who being atagreat 

dilfance 
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diltance from their Mailer, promifed themfelves impunity in their evilcoUrfes, op- Se< 5 t. 4* 
pofed him in his endeavours for making peace with the Lombards, who, whatever 
Paul the Deacon hath written, for two years and more wafted the Roman territo¬ 
ries with fire andlword, and did great mifchief in Campania , where many Cap¬ 
tains being taken, he took care for the redeeming of fuch as were too poor to pay 
their Ranlome, feverai Prelates of this time contributing to fo good a work. In 
the third year, having often attempted to make a Peace, at length he obtained a 
Truce, with hope that the King would at length fign the whole Treaty ; but 
not willing to be cheated with good words and fair promifes, he orders all his 
Gregory Bi- Friends to Hand upon their Guard. This Truce continued till the year following, 
toop of Rome anc j t } ien a p eace was made, or another Truce rather, feeing it fcarcely deferves 
wUhTeLom- the name of a Peace, which was to endure but for two years, and yet the Biihop 
huh. rejoycing that poor Italy Ihould have but fome time to breathe in, by Letters 
ftill extant gives the King thanks that he had heard his petition. That this Peace 
he fo much rejoyced in was in effedt almoft as good as none appears from this; 
after the figning of the Treaty he ftill complains of his being prefled with the 
fword of the Barbarians, befiaes the pains of the Gout and other loads of Cares ub.y.Ep.yZ 
that lay heavy upon him. The reafon was this : though Agilulf the King had ^^(fidem 
fwom positively, yet Arnulf the Duke of Spoletum would not lwear but with re- q uo d Ari-ulf, 
ftri&ions, and upon conditions, which call the good Biihop into great fears again, fidkpiuraii, 
as appears by his Letter written to Theodoras the Curator of Ravenna, wherein he 
alfo exprefieth the Jealoufie of King Agilulf that he favoured too much the Caufe Akm. Arotf. 
and Party of the Exarch being indeed Mediatour betwixt them. ijigEp.102. 

9. About this time a blazing Star was feen for a month together, at morning ’ 2 ' 
and evening. Not long after, Euin Duke of Trent died, and was fucceeded by 
Gaidoald a very good and religious man. The Baioarii in thofe days fell upon Gaide-waid, 
the Sc lav i with two thoufand men, but were all met with and put to the Sword by conjugi impe~ 
Cacanus ; and now firft of all, faith our Authour, were wild- Beafts refembling ^ctrimhm 
Horfes and Oxen, brought firft into Italy, and gazed on as wonders by the people. Cah Ji filva. < 
Not long after Cacanus King of the Hunnes fent and made a League with Agilulf 
at Milan , and Romanus the Patritian dying, GaUicinus fucceeded him as Exarch, uti Italia po~- 
and made peace alfo with this King, as alfo did Theuderick, King of the Franks, fulnmiraculd 
Agilulf had the more reafon to embrace the amity of his Neighbours, becaufe his-^""”*' 
own Subje&s indangered his Eftate at home. For Zangrulf Duke of Verona re- gangr-ulfin~ 
belled, whom he over-powered and put to death, as alfo Gaidulf Duke of Perga2y™* r Auxt ~ 
mus , whom having twice fpared, he now took in the fame fault again ; as alpJ 
Warnecaut, whom that he might by this feverity give fome flop to this grow- Warne-gaut, 
ing mifchief, he commanded .to be executed at Pavia. Much about this time a- Cu J osAuru 
nother great Plague feized Ravenna and other maritime places, and the following 
year a great mortality to the people that lived near Verona: Spears, as it were, of 
bloud were feen in the Air, and the Nights were as light as Day. The year fol¬ 
lowing Ariulf, who had fucceeded Faroald in the Dukedom of Spoletum died, and 
Faroalets two Sons contending who, Ihould poflels his Father’s place, Theudelap F^iOem™ 1 
obtained the Vkftory and It together. Zotto the Duke of Beneventum in like man- contrast. 
ner dying. King Agilulf fent one Arigis to fucceed him, aKinfinanof GifulfDuike 
of Forum Julii, whofe Sons he had brought up. Shortly after, die Daughter of acatrrens. 
Agilulf was together with Godefcalck her Husband, of the City of Parma, taken A W S > Homre 
prifoner by fome of the Exarch’s men and carried to Ravenna , her Father bufyingg^',^ CQm 
himfelf in gathering together Ship-Carpenters, which he fent to Cacanus, King ofmitum Adju- 
the Avares, to make him fome Veflels, wherewith he tranfported men, and made^fs . . 
himfelf Mafter of a certain lfland in Thrace. DeiSemus. 

The Queens io. In the mean time Theudelinda the Queen diverts her felf with magnificent Nam Deum 
magnificent Buildings. At Modicia twelve miles from Milan, ihe caufed to be ere&ed a 
“‘•dings. beautifull Church, which ihe dedicated to St. John Baptijl, and richly endowed iaminare mos 
it, in the fame place where formerly Theodorich King of the Goths had built a vratGermanis. 
Palace, it being near the Alpes, and cool and temperate in the heat of Summer. ?" C ^„Z ~ 0 
In the fame Town ihe alfo made a Palace for her ielf, wherein ihe caufed to b efaderejkpe. 
painted the Atchievements of the Lombards, which paintings plainly ihewed that #*^^ r "_ 
at this time they cut their Hair, and ihaved all up from die Neck to the upper ^ CK 
part of their Head, their Locks hanging down upon their Faces to their Mouths, 
which they parted and laid on each fide their Foreheads. Their Cloaths, faith 
Paul, were loofe and for the moft part of Linen, fuch as the Angli-Saxons wear, ha- 
The Habit of ving large Seams and interwoven with various Colours. Their Shoes were open 
ffie Lombards. almoft tothe end of their Toes, and buttoned or laced together. Afterward they 
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Sedt. A. began to wear Hofe,over which when they rode they drew a fort of Breeches called 

tubrugi lirrei, but this falhionthey received from the Romans. Hitherto the City TnZ"™ h ^‘ s 
of Padua had valiantly flood out againft them, but nowit was all burnt, and by tq&SjfZ. 
Padm i demo- orc ler of King Agilulf levelled with the ground, the GarrifonSouIdiers being per- We« 

uhed by them. m j tte£ j to g 0e to Ravenna. jlgilulf his Ambafiadours returning from Cacanus brought Tfc.™? 
the ratification of a perpetual Peace and Amity made with the Avares, who lent 
theirs alfo to the Kings of the Franks, requiring them in the League made betwixt 
the two Nations, to comprize alfo th e Lombards. Now did the Lombards, Ava¬ 
res and Sclav's invade Hiftria , which they wafted with fire and fwcrd, at what 
time Theudelir.da bare a Son to Agilulf whom being born in the Palace of Modi- 
cia, they named Adaloald. After this the Lombards took the Caftle of Mount Adai-waid, 
Silex , and much about the fame time Gallicinus being beaten from Ravenna, Sma- "*&*** ptl- 
ragdus returned, who had formerly been Patritian, as Paul calls him, or Exarch dim cmrtc. 
of that City for the Emperour. tc, tit mom 

ii. That fort of Peace which we find was made betwixt Agilulf Gregory the Pau!usAdo - 
Roman Bifliop, and the Exarch, was openly broken by the latter, who took Parma, 
and therein Godefcalck and his Wife, the Son-in-law and Daughter of the King ■ at 
which time alfohefent fome Troops andfeized on Brexillum, which had been for- 
faken of the Lombards. Agilulf,, as he had reafon, was very much concern’d, and 
refolved to fet upon the Romans with greater fury than ever, and take from them 
thofe Towns which the Arms of fierce Alloin had left unconquered. From Milan 
Cremona ie- then in the month of July he fet forward and laid liege to Cremona, being afliftcd 
vdied. by the Sclavs, which Cacanus King of the Avares had lent him, and rook it on 
the nineteenth of Augufl. He levelled it with the ground as he had done Padua be- 
Monn/a deft- f orC} an( j then turned upon Mantua, the Walls of which he lo long battered alfo, paulm nim- 
tliat he took it about the middle of September, fack’d it and defac’t it in a lamen- ” m ^Geftu 
table manner. Afrighted hereat, they that held the Caftle of Vulturnia yielded it 
up, and thole that had feized on Brexillum fet fire to it and departed. Matters thus 
proceeding, the Kings Daughter was fet at liberty by Smaragdus the Exarch, who 
by command of Mauricius the Emperour, had fucceeded Callinicus, together with 
her Husband, and all that belonged to her j and a Truce was made from the month 
ATruce be. c f September till the April following. The King’s Daughter from Ravenna went 
andtbeSfr to Farma, ancl falling into Travail, thereof died, to the no fmall difeontentment 
arch. as well of her Father as her Husband. 

. ix. So great were the Troubles in Italy betwixt the Exarchs of the Emperour 
ar.d the Lombards , that the people were miferably harafled betwixt them, and 
little or no reft could they have by virtue of any Treaty or Truce that could be 
made. Gregory the Bilhop of Rome having a deep fenfe of thefe mileries, and ha¬ 
ving often in vain expedted aid from Conjlantinople , when he heard of the death 
of Mauricius rejoyced, and lent away fpeedily a Meflenger with Letters to claw 
Phocus the Murtherer and his Wife, that he might obtain fome effectual means for 
• reducing the Lombards into order, and quieting the Countrey ; and on the twenty 
fourth of April the Images of Phocas and his Wife were lolemnly brought to Rome, Exaudicbi- 
and after the Senate and Clergy had made their Prayers for their prolperity with^-^^“* 
great joy, the Bifliop caufed them to be placed in the Palace, in the Oratory off Z Aug. vita. 
St. Ccefarius die Martyr. About this tiflie Theodelind bare a Son to Agilulf whom Adal-mld, 
he called by the name of Adaluald, being Chriftened upon Eafier-day. Now the 
Truce was at an end, and an heavy war feemed to threaten the Exarchate of Ra- contraRcAdo 
venna, when yet Agilulf confidering how hard the enterprife of taking that City utmonetPau- 
The Truce would be, ftill gave his ccnfent that the Truce fliould be renewed. And there was us ‘ 

icnewe . g reat need of it both in refpebt of the prefent feafon, and the ftate and condition to 

which Italy had been before that reduced. The Summer was lb excelfive hot and 
dry that all the Corn was burnt up and fpoil’d, and fuch a dreadfull cold Winter 
followed, as in a manner deftroyed all their Vines. 

i.£. But fuch had been the lamentable Ellate cf poor Italy for feveral Years 
"before, that this might feem to give the laft blow to it already in a dying Con¬ 
dition. So Gregory the Roman Bilhop, who died this very year, in his Expofiti- 
on of the Prophecy of Ezekiel, deferibes it to us. “ We every where lee nothing 
“ but mourning, hear nothing but grones, Cities are deftroyed, Caftles demoifllied • 

“ the Countrey depopulated ; the whole Land reduced into a Defart. In the fields Vide Bam. 

“ there are no Husbandmen, in the Cities no Inhabitant, and yet the fmall Re- 
“ mainders of Mankind, are even now ftruck at without Interiniflion ,• feme led 
“ into Captivity, fome maimed, and others (lain. And in what plight Rome is, 

“ though once theMiftrefs of the World, we fee, even feent with great and mani¬ 
fold 
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--- fnirl mifehiefs bv lofs of Citizens, Incurfton of Enemies and frequency of Threats. Seg:^ 

« aii notent Perfons are taken away from her. Where is now the Senate > Where 
“ i^ the^Peopfe ? Til order of Dignity in her is extinift, and yet as that remains 
« everv jav the Sword, daily innumerable Tribulations do pr^s her, and. after 
« that men fail the very Walls do fall. So dreadfull a face of things wasin /^, 

X thS of the late Conqueft, for when the Vidtory is obtained, andtheCoun- 
trey won, the miferies of the conquered People are not them ended kut begun, 
more grievous are the courfes which. Conquerours take to prelerve, tlunthofe 
whereby they firft obtained. But now Agdulf by means and perfwaftonofhisVr ife 
efoeciaUy feems to be well inclined for peace, and applies himfelf to other Methods, 
tending m fettle and fecure that in his Family by love,: which hitherto had been 

keptby terrour own M orta li t y, and how he might provide for the 

fecuriW of 1 young Son Aldonald, whichat length he coneeluded wouldjbebjft 
AiHutf effefited by fetting die Crown upon his Head in his own life time. , 

nwkss hi* Son /■. aflembled the Eftates together at Milan, where ini the open Cwe * / 

aChiidKing. P°J. elie aiiemDiea crie^ . b p . . ^ Prefence of the Ambafiadours of 

rteodeben Kingtf^hf Fkanks, Tnd mvefted with Royal O rnai ^ents. Wi tl^ 

Franks the Peace was renewed, and a perpetual League fwornon bofMides, a 
more ioyfuU day was never feen in Italy, fabright and pleafant a Sun-fhine, 
fo sreat^and ternble a Tempeft. But though a League, as tfefaid, was made with 
yf E- t. : t was upon very uneven Terms. For the Lombards paid to the 

* tot A fo ted long done " yearly Tribute, 

Franks ,1 him who had made himfelf famous by fo many Victories, lent tnree Am 

« S'the&s Forc^fort he Lombards 

th f r^Truce was out, fudderfly furprized Qrbitum and Bdneor.egtum belon- Pauh Balne- 
SSSSfSSS ButS^ the Exarch got them reftor’d, andfer twelve 
rhoufand Solidi the Truce to be renewed for another year, peing now fecure and at p au[us U u 
heAn a worthy work, for whereas hithertd Ferrara had been but an^,c- 33 - 
hiseafe he begana .^ verv conV eniendy feated upon the River Padus, ox Poe, 

Agilulf e„,ar- ^cl^ed iTaW with wills, and brought it into fuch ae P utation, te ft 
ges Ferrara. d ^ i^reafed as well in bigneft as fame, and afterward became the feat of moft 
pomnt Prfeces, and fo hath ?long time continued. This feme y^r, whtch was d e 
£ himdred and fixth of our Lord, died Boniface the Third, Bifliop of Rom ( the 

that Name fucceedetl him^ aod in 

Truce with November followingthe Truce betwixt theKing and the Exarch was renew ed for 

newed . following though Italy refted fromwar, yet was it forely 

affliefted by Famine and Sicknefs; the Effetfts of too exceffive moifture by reafen 
of abundance of Rain. In that following, a Peace and Confederacy was made be- 
twbrt S/aud theEmperour Eto,which contmuedfor about twoyears,foloiy 
as the Tyrant lived. He being flain by Heracltus, John Lemgtus a Patritian, w as 
InttoiucceXsmaragdus atto^/who being a Man of a peaceable difpofition, 

Sd earneftly foto keep it, by the fame means his 

PredeceHbur had ^one, cortftantly renewing the Truce with the Umtards as 
therewas occafton By this means Italy continued in good repofe for fouror five 
years more^Til it^as dlfturbed again u^na foreign Account^, «te*—■ 

Cacanus the young King of the Humes, impatient of reft and greedy of bocay, 

with a fele(ft y Party of Soldiers, came out of/Www*, and fell °na Gifelulf Co- 

The Duke of Dukedom of Forum Julii. The news thereof being brought to 6z/ ^ the ^ wXm Aju- 

fl° r T he wasnot at all wanting to himfelf, but gathering an Army, as he could, met the 

SST' ^"ndlenturd°to give themba|l, " WtFo^anfw^edn^ 

Courase for being incompafied by the Multitude of the Enemy, he was 11am w 
tte Plfe with almoft all his Men. This being known, RomUa the Duke s Wife 
wkh hU Sons, and the choice of the Nobility ihutup themfelves m Form, 
and the other Towns’were reinforced by others, that fled out of the Countrey. 

The Humes having wailed all at their pleafure, at laft came before Form Julti^ Didc tu . 
and laid flege toTu Here it happened Star RmOJu 

Cacanus from the Walls, was fo taken with the beauty of Uk 4 - 

iaUingdefeerately in love with him, Ihe offered to him by a Meffenger m ^fehe , 38 . 
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Sect 4. would marry her, to deliver the Town into his hands. He promifedhiw Marri-“— 

age, and accordingly got into the Town, but then breaking his word he rdundred 
and burnt the place, made the Lombards prifoners, and giving her the fatWo,*;™ 

S £ , him f° r Night, then delivered her up to twe ®e hLJ to “a™ «" ‘"M 

fervetiiy put f ted with what Ihe had dehred, and at la ft, thinking her not fit to live can{'pA^ xf,robr “" do 
■v -bo. her to be hanged upon a Gibbet Her Daughters fared better for their Chaftity 

,^ e ‘ n 3 lifted by the Hunnes, who thought they flunk, bccaufe out of delign thev Lr - 

had bound putrified Chickens betwixt their Breafts. s y bsrc - 

-™ 6 a Ti 16 tlie Duke, ^ at0 -> fKOyRodoald and Grimoald, when they per-74/2 & 

ceived the King s_treachery privately withdrew themfeh/esand refolved to fly 
Grimoald the Child being not able, as they concluded, to fit his Horfe, one of them IT 1 ” 17 ™* 0 
was about to kill him left he fhould alive fall into the Enemies hands. But he 
crying out, and promifing to nde asfaft as the beft of them, lie fet him upon his tum f x c - 
Horfe without any Saddle and bade him follow. But he could not ride fo faft, but Z 7 ,Ls 
the reft eftaping he was overtaken by an Hunne, and..being by him‘carried back 
toward the Camp did a thing which one would not have expedfed from a Man c £ 0 f°? i,e A 
much lefs from him. For as the Trooper went before him with the Child’s Horfe * 
in his hand, he gave him with his Sword fucli a blow™ the Head thathelefthim 
for dead upon the fpot, and turnmg his Horfe he put him to his full fpeed, and fo 
at length reached Ins Brothers. The Hunnes departing out of the Dutchv led a- 
u ay Captives many Men, Women and Children, promifing to beftow them in 
convenient places in Pamonia, but .when they came upon the Borders, perfidiouflv 
put aU the Men of ripe age to death, and led away the Women and Children 
After their Retreat the Sons of G//*//returned, and Tato and Caco theeldeft orde- 
t, p . r r d the ^ers relating to Government. While tills difafter happened to the 
HL ^ff^they;at Ravenna were not m quiet, where John the Exarch bearing him- 
felf very liaughti y, and laying on the people heavier burthens than formerly they 
underwent, was by the Multitude killed in the Palace withfuch Judges as he had 
to S e t her po jf deciding Caiifes. Neither were the Affairs of Campania more 
fettled, where John Confirm* the Duke of Naples, contraryto his Faith formerly 
gtventotheEmperour, JeizeddiatCity, and with a ftrong Garrifon held it ou't 
againft him. The News hereof being carried to Conjlantinople, Heraclius fent as 
^xarchmto Italy oneEleutherius a Patritian, and his Chamberlain, a man of 
roan, great wifedom and' vertue. This fame year was too remarkable for feveral other 
accidents In Augufl therewas a great Earthquake, and this was followed by as 
great a Plague, a kipd of Scab called Elephantia, which fo disfigured the Faces of 
the difeafed, that they could not be known from dead Bodies. Three eminent 
S° K ns aIl ° d f d >. the ,^ fh °P Duke Gundoald the Brother of Theodelind, 

* f 4^/fomielf, after he had reigned twenty five years: a perfon famous ZZ ™*'" 

for his Wars and as acceptable upon the account of his Orthodox Religion. This ^ude-Undi, 
was the DCXV. year of our Lord. Populis n»Uh. 

Son King after c *' 7 ’ being dead, the Kingdom was confirmed to Adaluald his -dgiluifia %ex 

him. ion > who reigned under the Government of Theodelind his Mother No Wars 

SSon ri£n d thL fee f a ^ be T eh ? ^} y ' WS her felf '™re to the works of fSlSL 
SrS iJ f ofMars,for which fhe is defervedly celebrated by Church-men. ^ 4-MS- 
But her Neighbours could not be quiet. There was one Gregory a Patritian who 
Em i erou £ which lay near the Dutcliy of Forum Julii. 

A bare Adt of kl P dne1 ^ t£ > ? at0 the Son of the deceafed Gifulf, made him be- 

Gregory the . 5 . l' V ? a ^ Eltn for his Son, and enticed him to Optigerium, the place 
Emperour’* where he lay to perform the Ceremony by cutting his Beard fccording to the 

C hjTRmVhpi 1 BUt ?T S g f°n the P °° r y ° Un § man ' mto the Town, with Caco 

? c £?• others their followers, he cauled the Gates to be fhut, and 
then fent Souldiers to fall upon them, whom they repulfed and fo Ions defended 
themfelves, till being purfu d from Street to Street they killed many they had to 
doe with, and at laft were themfelves flain ,• which great atchievcment being per¬ 
formed, Gregory fent for Tato his Head, and then cut off his Beard to perfoimhis 
1 j rep 9 rt of tliis villany being fpread abroad Grafulf their 
Uncle halted and feized on the Dutchy, Rodoald and Grimoald being yet fo voun^ 

I e ^ t ^° r of matters, who within a while, for tliaf their 

Uncle vi as, 01 they fo thought or pretended, very fevere to them fled to Arichk com P os - 

ss»d2? tK thcy Li ^*£^***m£. 

™r?, hj^v entei tamed them. The fame year, which was next to the death of *»»• 
AgiliilfEleuthet ins the Exarch came to Ravenna,\vhere he made inquifition after the re *° n,s ' 
death of John, and pumfhed with death fuch as were found guilty of the Murther. 

Thence 
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Thence by the way of, Rome, where he was honourably received, lie went to Sect. 4. 
Naples, Where not being received, he, befleged the other John Confiniw in the 
City,-, which being at daft conftrained tofurrender, he was put to death, and par¬ 
don was granted to the Citizens, w'ho were forced , to receive a new Gover- 
nour. ./ ;ot) by-'. . 

1 8. ,With/this Suecefs Eleutherius was fo puffed up as to forget that Yertue 
and ; Moderation once foppofed to be prevalent in him, and to approve that Vice 
in his own Perfon,...which. he had fo declaimed againft, and punilhed in other 
Eleutherius Men.'- Having opportunity,, the ; great Corrupter of Mankind, by reafonofthe 
Ih' 6 b» h g reat diftance betwixt thefeCountries and-the Emperour, he refolved to make 
ufurp! ° for the Sovereignty of Italy, and knowing lie mufthave the Soldiers at his beck 
to aime atthis, lie paid them their, full, wages, a thing they had not been much 
ufed to, and by all other means poflible^endeavoured to oblige them. While he 
muzedrand contrived how to accompiifo this great Defign, the death of Deujdedit 
the Bifliop, prefented him as he thought with a fit occafion to begin the Work. In 
the interval, before the Election of another he refolved to feize on that City, and 
led his Men thitherward,to get him, pofleifion, but in the way met with the 
News of Boniface the Fifth his Promotion, which made him alter his Councils, 
and make .a flattering Speech to the Army, by which and great promifes for this 
time he inveigled them,, and affumed the Title of King, which to have ‘farther 
confirmed, by iuvefting himfelf with Royal Enfigns of Majefty, he would go on 
to Romeyhe fitteft place he laid of all others to receive them. But when they were 
i! flain by his come as far as Luceoli, the Soldiers had better confidered of the matter, and upon 
Soldiers. better thoughts detefting theTreachery fell into a Mutiny, which grew to that 
height, that they flew him as a Traitour on the twenty fourth of December, and 
returning to Ravenna, fent his Head to the Emperour. The Emperour Heraclius, 
named Ifaacius a Patritian, his Exarch in his Room for the Government of Italy* 
and now being refolved of a War with Perfia, made peace with Cacanus the Hun- 
nijh King. Some four years after, one Eufebius came or pretended to come Am- 
baffadour from the Emperour, about fome weighty affairs to King Adaluild. He 
getting intimacy with him one day when the King came out of the Bath, either 
following the Diredtions of Heraclius, or on his own Head gave him fomething 
to drink, which drove him into a Melancholy or Dotage. Perceiving this Plot to 
have taken, he made ufe of his Youth and Madnefs, and feeding his Extravagant 
fancy, perfwaded him to kill all his Nobles for his ownfecurity.. He followed his 
Advice, and twelve he procured to be flain, which gave fuch an Alarm, that the 
Lombards fearing the mifehief would increafe, accufed him as one that adted the 
part not of a King but of a Tyrant, and the year following growing more tumul- 
Aidtudi de- ruous, removed him and his Mother from the Government; which done they 
£2 mJdl* put into Ills place Arioald the Duke of Taurinum, who had married Gundeberg 
King. the Sifter of Adaluald. A. D. DCXXIIII. 

ip. This Revolution call; the whole Kingdom of the Lombards into very great 
Troubles, all that were concerned not conurring with thofe that did the Fadh 
The Bifhops beyond the Poe were earneft for Arioald, and laboured to draw the 
reft to their fide. But Honor ms the Biihop of Rome, and Ifaacius the Exarch, ei¬ 
ther by his procurement, or the Infinuations of Theodelind were for reftoring Ada- 
luald, and the rather induced, becaufe the New King was of the Arian perfwafion. 

Ifaacius with an Army endeavoured his Reftitution, and Honorius wrote to him, 
that as foon as he had done his work he fhould fend the Diffenting Bifhops to an- 
fwer their Rebellion at Rome. But Ifaacius failed of his Defign, and Arioald kept 
his pofleflion, governing himfelf with that prudence and temper, that riotwith- 
ftanding the Attempts of the Exarch, yet he was fo true to the Intereft of his 
Kingdom, as not to break the Peace with the Romans. The ill Succefs caft Theo¬ 
delind into fo great a Fit of Melancholy, that, not able to bear up againft it, it 
brought her into a Confumption of Spirits, and this to her Grave the year fol- & Al¬ 
lowing. She was much lamented by all good Men, for her Excellent qualificati¬ 
ons both of body and mind, and above all the great refpedt fhe bare to all things 
Sacred. Several years did Arioald Reign with great Peace both at home and abroad, u . 

till fomething happened in his own Court, which gave him and his Family great 
difturbance. One Adalulf a Nobleman folicited his Queen Gundeberga fot unlaw- Gundikrgn, 
full pleafures, and was with much Scorn and Indignation rejefted. He fearing ^ 

fhe would accufe him, to prevent her, got to the King, and tells him a formal t 
ftory, how Tato the Duke of Etruria, had confpired to take away his Life, and 
marry the Queen. Arioald, burning with rage and jealoulle, fhut up his Wife 

dole 
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Sect. a. clofe prifoner in the Caftle of Amellum , where file Continued three years, till foe 
was releafed and reftored to her former reputation. For CletairKing of the Franks 
taking pity of her, fentand expoftulated with her Husband for condemning a La¬ 
dy defeended of the Royal Bloud of the Franks, and defpoiling her of her dignity 
without any caufe or crime committed. Arioald anfwered it was not without Anf-huid }Sra - 
caufe, to whom Anloald one of the Ambafladours replied , that they would agree ti<e fideiis. 
with him if he would but permit one of her Friends to try it with her Acctifer in 
a (ingle Combat. The cuftome of the Lombards was, as indeed' of all thefe Nor¬ 
thern Nations, to decide Controverfies concerning Accufations in that manner- 
therefore he not being able torefufe the offer, Aripert her Kinfman produced one Ar-preht, hr 
Pitto , ?aulas Diaconus calls him Carell y as her Champion,- who got the better c f mis co/iofis. 
Adalulf , and fo the Queen’s innocency being clear’d, foe was reftored* to her for - ^V-S« l fjibi 
mer Eftate and Honour. And this added to her Fame, that Ihe out-lived her auxtliator ' 
Husband, who died fome four years after, and’ had the hondur to make another 
choice both for her felf and the Kingdom; 

Arioald dies. 2.0. For Arioald dying without Iflue, the Eftates aflembled about an Election, 
and giving her the fame refpedt as they had done to Theodelind of chufing her felf 
Xotbari cho- an Husband, and the fame a King for them, {he pitch’d upon one Rothari , fit eve- 
fen King. ry way for fo great an Employment, but tainted alfo with the Arian Herefie. 

There lay at this time within Italy and fome Territories of the Lombards two 
Provinces > as yetfubjedt to the'Emperour* viz. the Alpes Cottire and Opitergium, 
out of the ! with all the Towns adjoyning as far as tarinfium. Rotharis or Rothari> as Paul Hot-lmi^ui- 
Emperour’s the Hiftorian calls him, with a great Army invaded the Alpes Cottia , and wreft- etii 
hands. ed t hi s rich patrimony out of the Emperour’s hands, whence bending his Forces 
into Vwetia he took Opitergium , and the other Towns by furrender. The Exarch 
being furprized, and not able fo foon to get his Troops together as to doe any 
thing effectual for prefervation of thefe places, yet thought himfelf in honour obli¬ 
ged to fall with all violence he could upon the Dominions of the Lombards. Ro- 
thar was fufficiently aware thereof, and having taken Perujia, With greater num¬ 
bers of Men iiafted to Emilia, and fo homeward to give him battel, and found 
Gives a grie. him out upon the borders at the River Scultamna. Here they engaged in Battel 
the Exarch t0 ^ ucce ^ s t l lat eight thoufand of the Romans were {lain and all the reft: fled: 

ie x,lrc ' a Defeat of fuch confequence that it put an end to all Wars betwixt the Kings of 
the Lombards and the Exarchs, till the time of Luitprand. The chief Inhabitants 
about Opitergium having loft their Dwellings and Eftates, imitated the ancient Ve- 
neti and betook themfelves’to the <^£fluaris of the Sea, and at the mouth of the Ri¬ 
ver Plants built them a City, which after the Emperour’s name they called Hera- 
clia. Certain Countrey-men with their Cattel followed them, and becaufe they 
could not all be contained within the Walls of the new City, built themfelves a 
J I aaci f l? 16 Town alfo which they named Egnilium. About this time Ifaacius the Exarch, ha- 
xarc i ies. v j n g happily fapprefled a Sedition railed at Rome by one Mauritius a Chartulary 
againft him, died fuddenty. The year following, his Death being known at Con¬ 
stantinople^ Conjlans the Nephew of Heraclius , who having driven away Herade- 
Theodom Cal- onas, was owned Emperour by the Senate, lent Theodoras Calliopa his Exarch in- 
liopa in his to Italy. 

' UUL ' 2-1• Now arrived the feventy fixth year from the Entrance of the Lombards into 

Italy. , who all this while being more intent upon matters relating to War than 
Peace, and fo concerned in fecuring their pubUck Eftate from their Neighbours 
without, that they fcarcely had time to contend amongft themfelves about pri¬ 
vate Interefts, had never been governed by any written Laws but onely by Cu- 
ftome and fuch Rules as were kept in memory and defeended by Tradition. But 
now having Peace abroad, as it ever happens, they became the more contentious 
at home, and eafe and plenty made them quarrel and begat fo many Suits that the 
former Cuftomary Laws feeming infufficieiit, Rothar applied himfelf to colled: 
them in Writing, and adding to them many other Decrees to anfwer fuch Cafes 
as they could not reach, he publilhed them under the name of an Edi<ft at Pavia , in 
The Ed id of the fix hundred and forty third year of our Lord, with this Preface. “ Here begins Ann . Dom . 
Rpthans. “ the Ed id which I have renewed with my principal Judges, I in the name ofGod, dcxeiii. 

“ King Rotharis r themoft Excellent Man, the Seventeenth King of the Nation of 
“ the Lombards , by the goodnefs of God, in the Eighth year of my Reign, and 
“ the thirty eighth of mine Age, the fecond Indidion, and after the coming of 
“ the Lombards into the Province of Italy, fince Albotn King at that time by Di¬ 
vine Clemency came, the feventy fixth, happily, given at Pavia in the Palace. 

“ How great our care and anxiety is and hath been for Our Subje&s, that hitherto 

“ annexed 
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-. “ npu„ n tells how he was moved to make thefe Laws Sedt. 4. 

they governed than oteyed tortfimdfthings 1 as their 

Samnites , as Paul calls them, and me otner two uucj , ^ Sclavi ^ tuiine _ sic 

7 *£ET who having much haiaffed the®^, J? 

camped themfelves; and.apout tneir vguiP , hearing of their Invafi- Ea Franc* 

over with light Earth as if it had been nr . , t j> a j oa u or Grimoald his cumEau- c.tfi, 

Exarch drives nCT Whin lefe than two years, and left his Brother Grimoald ins bucceltoiir ine 
the Saracens mg within leis man two y , Saracens out of zicily died, of 

=ST* fcTniTheWnS by moStrains he had taken ,which£jg-rthe 

^plut having undetiiccd. StetoS S* 

^ocU^dow^t^femousCa/^whichw^dpdi«m4to^t^pSun^where-^ ^ fi5I> 

* ^ sSfS is 

dies, and g?- nour both for the Wars he had managed, and the Laws tie naa rndVi^, 

Ul father £d been? with the ^Herefie. Thereis httieor nodijng me^ 
ble of him, butthat after he had been King years and ^ thQUg b 

by a Lombard whofe Wife he had debauched. He having left 
Paul tells us he married Gundiberg the Daughter of gt iff , + Cnr Aripert\ 

And Aribert Eftates met about a new Ele&ion, and fhe choice fell vym A Ar . pe ht, ho.. 

him > the Son of Gunduald , who was Brother to Theudeltnd. Neitherislij y g ^ 

memorable of him, blit that he hmh- ^ cmusli^Xi'fr 

after he had reigned nine years, faith Pauly although .g , u: s c ons Brebt-reidAa- 

who divide* hnvp five at molt He moft imprudently divided his Kingdom betwixt b ,. tk equitans. 
his Kingdom boveftyeatmou. y j . and Godelert, or Gundeb.ert y which Ber J d> Brehd , 

betwixt his two young Men, Rertarid yov rerrnarnj*uuvj* , aC Milan* and Breed & no- 

two Sons. save occalion to veyy great Commotions. Bertand was g , • jhum Broad 

tMeTTravia. Bm the latter not. content with the Part allotted himquat-^ ^ 
t£ wi* tos Brother, Ind at in all fuch ambitious 

left to cometo more, and at length nothing would fatisfae him but toe wh oi e tong G dMf 
dom; which though he himfelt by plain length He fe rHW 

means of Friends lie doubted not but at length to b p „ . defire Gund-breht, 

fent Garibald the Duke of Taurimm to Grimoald the Duke ot Beueventum to .de ^ benwlnti* 
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Se&. a. hishelp, and in cafe he would give him his nrraoil affiftenre t-n ^ 4 ;.- u- r — 

-^ hitler to Wife. Butthe Amb&dour aaed3e fcefid« hk lum ll J s ° wn 

G^tocomehimfelf and 

thers, by making himfelf Monarch of the LomlarJs, btineas toA^JZr B 
us toO>unfel more prudent, and as to Strength , of &£? &&£?£* 

rn It G ZT?, be ‘1 S ? man ? f an a<£i:ive afl d ambitious temper could not but liflen 
rzj^’r d at ! en S th r hlS ambition quite conquered other patfions, fo that he hi 
came a Competitour for the Kingdom, and to make himfilf „ • , he be ‘ 

KtfstXZnWs Ef Sl!2 tT/w^her" 

tv4X d ^ ,y inKf T^" 1 

“so“lme°d ShStE fdthfull KrL*^^’ fd^ 

a ““he 'XtroZ^leTr ^^b 

t Gr'imoMZ;- " bUI^°T reymen ’ he 'ss&sr the 

to , retaining Sv the urinal n/" 1 ' ba ? h, f fortunate Army 

pO t “pC- /’cr- 

fit to be at differenttime’;Tl- ,S .??”2T m e*«w not thinking 

Prince to quit his Territories whirh he ne*-^ .^ ei § hbour > commanded the poor 
and that he could not promife hiLelf wher^^^^^ ftollld ° f d ° e » 

tenance or effectual aflhlence thnncxh* JS?* 11 ou d go an y conftant main- 
reafon of all to fupply him and fent IipU?' ^ t0 who had tliera oft 

notice of his comiS&^^was veS ^ //h j sFriend to give him 

an Houfeto befurnhhed at every waihtfor hi^ ° f /’ a „ d c o mmand6d 
were too friendly, flocking in great numbed t-n w? But hlsFnends 

fo much kindnels as call: tL e Wumer intn ° Bim ni S bt and day and ihewing 
wrought fo far that he appointedIhm^Guard an^the^^^ *«&*** whi * 
an.endof him. Nowit W'onderfulJ^ to make 

flgn, and fuch a fagacious Wit as that Sf S/S hadnotice ° f the De- 

changed his Cloaths, and palling by the sLitkiels for advi jr e he 

kmgm the Paftures fuch Horfes as lie could k - u ^ Rlver> and fo ta “ 

'Onulf had provided him, efcaped to thence to'r ^ ^ ^P 3 , 15 ^ 11 . 5 as 

France j where when Grimoald heard that he was arrivrd TT*’ ^ at . Jaft into 

thing which had happened quite contrary to hT^vn^ d> he J retted , mu ch, as at a 
and incomparably merciful! withall that he d y P 1 !^ atlon 1 s ' Yet 'y as hefo generous 
With Z/mtlf, but commended him highly for his confiant fiddity t^hi^Maftw^and * * 

gave 
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him and another of his Servants leave, either to flay or goto him as he Ihould Se< 5 h 4 
think convenient. The King of the Franks, to whom Bertarid made his appli- 
cation, was fo touched with a fenfe of his aftli&ion, that the Year following he 
fent a ftrong Arm)’, to replace him in his former condition. Grimoald buckled 
himfelf to refiftence, but perceiving he was too w r eak to graple with fuch a Pow¬ 
er, when ftrength would not doe, he ufed Craft, and thereby became Superiour to 
his Enemies. He himfelf made as if he fled out of fear, but left his Camp well C ap. 5. 
furnilhed with all Neceflaries, efpecially Wine in great Quantity, by which bait 
he hoped to catch the inconfiderate Franks. And lb he did, for they coming and 
finding nobody there butfo good chear ready for them, inftead of purfuingthe 
Enemy fell on it, and when their Bellies and Heads were full, betook themielves 
to their reft. Grimoald having notice hereof, after the fecond Watch, when they 
were in a dead fleep, came upon them and made fo great a flaughter, that he 
left very few of them alive, to carry home the News of the defeat. 

2 6. The year following, Conflans the Emperour came into Italy, upon what 
account Opinions are various. Some, as we have already laid, thought him by 
terrible Dreams and a frigbtfull Confidence, about his Brother whom he had mur- 
thered, driven from Constantinople to feek Diverfion. Others believed he departed 

from that City out of hatred to the Inhabitants, who bore him no good will up- Ce 6 g 
on the account of Religion. And fome, as Anaftaftus and Paul , were of opinion, c ’ 7 ' 
Contlm the tbat be 011116 to drive the Lombards out of Italy. With a Fleet exceedingly well 
Eniperour furnilhed he arrived at Tarentum i and thence led his Army to Beneventum , taking 
comes into Luceria and feveral other Towns belonging to the Lombards in his way, and fate 
lta!h down before it, refolving to ufe all force and art imaginable, for ftorming of it. 

Romoald the Son of Grimoald the King was now Duke thereof, who afloon as the 
Emperour approached,fent away to his Father Sefuald who had been hisGovernour, JcfiaUus sj. 
to let him know the great danger he was in; and now refufing to venture for 5T!«2 i* 
the main chance, diverted the Befiegers, as he could, by frequent Sallies, and ob- Paulo. Sin- 
viating their Strategems and Defigns. Grimoald receiving the News with all fpeed 
he could got an Army together, and with as much hafte marched toward Bene- nius^cum 
r uentum i lending the Meflenger back with News of his coming, who-being near Lingu*jeu- 
his Journeys end, fell into the Hands of the Romans , who brought him to the 
Emperour’s prefence. Confians demanding what he was and whence he came, heprih nomini. 
without concealing his bufinefs told him he was fent by the King to give his bus f*P* er - 
Son notice of his coming, which call the Emperour into a mighty tear, andcau- rat ’ 
fed him to treat about Peace with Romoald , that before his Father’s coming, he 
might get fafe to Naples , for performing the conditions of which he received, jdtm.c.%. 
Gifa the Sifter of Romoald as an Hoftage. But to deceive him he commanded G*f* connac- 
Sefuald to goe to the walls, and tell him nothing of his Father’s approach, but 
on the contrary to affirm that he could not poflibly give him any relief. He Gilbert) co- 
promifed he would doe fo, but coming to the walls and asking for Romoald ’ he «?*'«»» «?«- 
bad him be of good comfort, for his Father would Ihortly be with him, being^ 
that Night to encamp at the River Sangius, defiring him to be good to his Wile 
and Children, for thefe perfidious People would not fuffer him to live. Accor¬ 
dingly the Emperour commanded his Head to be cut off, and with an Engine to 
be call: into the Town, where Romoald caufed it to be brought to him, and, ha¬ 
ving with Tears and Lamentations killed it, to be decently buried. 

27. Conjlans having done this great feat, for fear of Grimoald his coming Paulut, lib. t. 

departed for Naples, and in his way received fome lofs by Tranfemund the Count ^ . 

of Capua , his falling on Iiis Men, and taking them in a difadvantageous Pofture. sigmio.Pau- 
Whether to be revenged for this or for other reafons, Saburrus one of his Nobility lusautem eum 
defired he might have but twenty thoufand Men, ingaging with them to defeat 
Grimoald\ of which the whole Court had fo great apprehenfion. Grimoald being numComjtem, 
come to Beneventum , and having notice of this his undertaking, though, he ^'«V> 
thought at firft to have gone againft him in Perfon, yet at his earneft d^iro-ient ^^^^^ 
Romoald his Son, who met him at Formiee, and gave him battel. Fora longtime nU in loco qui 
theSuccefs w r as doubtfull, till one Amelingus a Lombard, that carried the King’s 

Hjj Spear, ftruck down a certain Greek from his Horfe, and afterward taking him up vocabaturte- 

f«atei en de * on the Point of his Spear, held him aloft over his Head to the great Admi- bememerex- 
ration of all the Beholders, and the Confirmation of the Greeks, who prefently 
began to run, and left an undoubted Victory to Romoald Conjlans perceiving it vip. 
labour in vain to meddle any more with the Lombards , that he might not leem i&n, ibid. 
to have come into Italy for nothing, refolved to goe and vifit Rome. Both the Ameling, 
Bifliop and all the Citizens were glad to hear the News, it having been a long time' onus. 

H fince c V > ' 11 ‘ 
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He is facrile- 
gious at Home. 


Grimoald re- 
vengefull. 


fince an Emperour had therein fet his foot, and they refolved to receive him 
with Extraordinary Honour. P'italianus the Biihop with all'his Clergy, and the 
Roman People met him at five Miles diftance from the City, on the tliird day be- 
fore the Nones of July in the fixtli Indidtion, and the fix hundred and fixty third 
year of Our Lord. Having done his Devotions at the Churches, and vi/ited all the Am D ' 663 ' 
places worthy of his Notice, after twelve days flay in the City ; he departed ancf 
carried along with him all the brafs he could find, defacing many great Monu¬ 
ments of Antiquity, and the Majefly of Rome, and not abftaining from the very 
Coverings of Churches. From Rome by Land he went to Naples , and thence by 
Sea palled into Sicily, Grimoald to reward the fervice done by Trafemmd the c* 

Duke of Capua , gave him his Daughter to Wife, and Zotho the Duke of Spoletum 

dying, that Dukedom as a Portion, which done he returned back to his Houfeat Co ”T° 1 *”* «. 

Pavia. 

z 8 During his Abfence Lupus the Duke of Forum Julii , had plaid many pranks hup.ahasLM 
which were not to be palled over in filence. Into the Territories of the Veneti <?"»«• fine 
he marched with £ Party ofHorfe, and plundered the Church of Aquileia with L J f u id ' Lu t' 
the wealth of which not contenting liimfelf, being left by Grimoald in Pavia, he cabJlmn. 
committed there many outragious Enormities, verily believing that the King • 

B . w ould never return alive from the Expedition. But hearing that he returned with Cg *’ 

* a kind of triumph, he durft not abide his coming, but flying to Forum Julii Cap. ig 
there he revolted and renounced his Allegiance to Grimoald , who being highly 
incenled againft liim refolved to reduce by force, and punilh him, but unwilling 
m the lealt to bring his Lombards acquainted with Civil wars, he hired Cacanus 
the Hunn to come upon him, who accordingly the following year with an in - Cap - I9 ‘ 
finite Multitude invaded his Territories, and walled ail for and wide with an holtile 
Courage. Lupus was not yet backward to defend his People, but with fuch For¬ 
ces*? he could make oppofed himfelf, and that with fuch llrange Succefs, that 
fighting four days together, Cacanus at firft received more lofs, than he brought 
damage to the Lombards. But at this incenfed, as at the greateft Infamy, with all 
Violence and better Conduit he let upon them again, and not onely defeated 
them, but killed Lupus in the Battel. Accounting now all his own he overran the Ca ?- 29 - 
7 Wafted ad P ar * s of it at his plealiire, till Grimoald being made to un- 
derftand it font to him, and putting him in mind of their former Covenant, ad- 
momlhed lnm, his work being now done, to draw his Forces out of the Dutchy 
°f Forum JuVii: Cacanus anfwered plainly, that he would not fo quit a Countrey, 
which he had obtained by Arms, and with fo much bloud of his followers, with 
which anfwer Grimoald was highly offended, and got together as good an Army 
as he could, but nothing to be compared for Numbers to that of his Adverfary. 

Being therefore foinferiour in Numbers, he invented away how to have his Forces 
represented to the Hunnijb King for more numerous than they were. The Am- 
bafladours of Cacanus, being prefent when he muttered his Souldiers, he caufed Pmlm Dine. 
them the next day to change their Cloatlis, and fo he did twice or thrice, which lib - 5- f - 21. 
made the Ambailadours fully believe they were thrice as many as indeed they SfiS 
were, and they reporting it to their Mailer out of fear, he retreated into his own Cap Z 
Kingdom. Lupus being flain, Warnefrid his Son by the afliltence of the Sclavi, 7 

fought to obtain the PolTeflion of his Fathers Dukedom,, but by the procurement 
ot Grimoald was overpowered and flain. He then made one Weclari Duke of Fo- rada,Po f uii s 
rum Julii, and married Theodor at a the Daughter of Lupus to his Son Romoald. confilem ' 

2.9. Grimoald being now at his eafe, thought it time to animadvert upon thofe Cc. 26,27,2s. 
wlxim Expectation of a Change, had forfaken him in his march againftthe Em- Cat> 20 
^erour Conflans. A Town cafled Forum Popilii belonging to the Romans, he de- *Ljiakex- 
populated becaufe the Inhabitants had been very troublefome to his Men, during t mitUT <l ui 
the War m-their. palling, and repairing to: Beneventum. Pretending an ExpeditioH 
another. way m the time of Lent he palled over the Hill Bardointo Trefcia,*n& on pojimsf/i 
aludden,, when none expeited it from the Apennine, fell down upon it on Eafter 
^ attune as they wetebufie ia baptizing Children, and P filled the- City G jl%t 
withlhch,%qghter, that the very Deacons, that minillred at the Sacrament were fro Diaiechs 
not ip area. After tins remetnbring how his two Brothers Tm and Caco had been 
circumvented and bafdyk'lied at Opiurgium, he deftroyed it alfofor Company. c&. 

Tw o Years after Alzeco the Duke of the Bulgari came with many Followers■ but De D,,ce GrtjC 
peaceably into Italy, and deftred of Grimodd fome grounds to inhabit Which re- 
^.\ the Jpg granted, hffigning them the Towns Sepia, Bonianum andL&fernia, Eui%Sho- 
vyfiich at this tune were not inhabited in the Dutchy of Beneventum and oomman- die in ht \ ut - 
ded his Son to admit him as * Gaftald, or the Count of them. The year follow- tSSZc™’ 

ing 
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ins Grimoald kept himfelf at home, and applied his mind to the fitting of Laws Sedt. 4. 
to the wants and temper of the People, to which purpofe he reviled the Ediit 
of Rothari formerly mentioned, repealing fome tilings, and adding many, .which uam & 
his Judges fuggelled to him to be both wanting, and neceflary for the Adminiltra- utini hquan- 
tion of Juftiee? The Year that followed was Conflantine the Emperour flain in 
the Month of July, and Conflantine his Son continued his Reign as he had begun. u f um ? m £/ mi 
Grimoald lived fome three years after him, and then died after this manner. He ameferunt. 
had been let bloud, and nine days after going to bend a bow to llioot at a Pigeon, s ^tt s f io 
three Veins in his Arm broke, and, as was reported, his Phyficians applied fome poy- A,moHegni6. 
Grimoald dies, fonous Plafter tothe Sore, and fo made an end of him ; after he had reigned nine »• 

Years, as Paul the Deacon writes, but Sigw*/** begins his Reign m the fix hundred Paillus> lik 
and fixty firft Year of Our Lord, and ends it riot till the feventy fecond. He cap. 33. 
was a Man of very ftrong Conftitution of Body, and had an Head as well fur- Dc f 
nilhed. 

30. He left a Son by the Daughter of Aribert, named Garibald, who was very 
young. At the fame time Bertarid was making a Journey from Fiance into Bri¬ 
tain, to vifit the Saxon Kings. He had fearcely put off to Sea, when a Voice Was 
heard from Land which asked for him, and advifed him to return home, for Gri¬ 
moald had been dead three days. Returning with fpeed to the lhore, the Perfon 
that fpake it could not be found ; he therefore interpreted it as a Voice from Hea¬ 
ven, and prefently put himfelf upon his Journey. And liis Expectation deceived 
him not, for when he came to the Alpes, he found there the Guards, and all rhe 
Officers of the Court ready to receive him, whither he hailed with a chearfull 
mind, and depofmg the Boy Garibald, in the third Month after the death of his 
Father, with the great Joy and Expectation of the Lombards, he reafliimed his 
Bertaridteco- Royal Eftate, and called back his Wife Rodelinde, and his Son Cunipert from Bene- KAe-lindc, 
dom he Ki ° s ' ventum, where they lay in Exile. Having reigned above feven Years, in his %™up an ~ 

eighth he made Cunipert his Partner in the Kingdom, and with him reigned ten Cun-beet, A- 
more, if Paul our Hillorian be in the right. Many years they lived in great tran- £ ^Gro 
quiliity, and the State profpered ; till at length their Quiet was interrupted by Ala- tius * J 
chis the Duke of Tridentum or Trent, who having overmaftered the Count of the Cun aut J m & 
Baioarii, was fo puffed up with his Succefs, that depofmg the King he fortified his 
City all manner of ways againft him. Bertarid hereupon, with what forces he inde Cunning, 
could get together, befieged him in Trent, but he made fo violent a Tally out againft ^ t %p e tm r ' e 
him, as obliged him to break up hi&fiege, and after great lofs of Men to fly a- JariS^Sci- 
wayfor his Life. Notwithftanding this yet Cunipert, ha.ving had great Friend- enda abun- 
Ihip and Familiarity with him from his youth, perfwaded his Father to pardon d ^ cdiim Dux 
and receive him into favour, and fo true was he to the facred Rights of Friendlhip, effet in Tr»-’ 
that when Bertarid feveral times contrived his Ruine, yet Hill he diverted the dmtina cu ^ v J" 
Execution, nay hoping Hill he would at laft be foithfull, and with intention to mT/eBaUariZ 
conquer him by kindnels, he perfwaded him to make him Duke of Brixia- rum^uem HU 
though the old King bid him Hill take heed what he did, and told him he did not ^wihau 
fo much by tliefe good Offices oblige to him a Friend, as ftrengthen an Enemy K a„um&re- 
to his own deftrudtion, for he would by the frelhhelp and alfiftenceof th&Brix- li 1 u * cafteiia 
ians ( who made a powerfull Intereft among the Lombards ) at length pulh for r 0 xiT,e C t Zue 
the Kingdom it felf. About this time one John was fent to fucceed Theodore in the mirifid fupe- 
Exarchate of Ravenna, and fome three years after Bertarid, the old King of the B 1 ™/' 
Benand dies. j^ orn i ar fl s ^ died, a Prince to be commended for his Piety towards God, his Juftice cZH! lib^.c. 

toward his Subje&s, and his Charity to the Poor. 36. 

So”Kina h ' S 3 1 * Cmibert his Son then continued his Reign, having married Hermelhtda a 

,ng * Lady of the Stock of the Anglo-faxons. No fooner almoft was his Father dead, 
but he found how true a Prophet he had been in the Cafe of Alachis , who in re¬ 
turn to all his kindnels, and more than Brotherly-love, plotted how to deprive 
him of his Kingdom, and get the Crown upon his own Head. Having drawn 
Alachis rebels, into the Conlpiracy two Brothers Aldo and Granfo, the moll confiderable Citizens Paulus pia- 
of Brixia, and feveral other Lombards, he watched his time when the King wa S *J w » /,fc ' 5<c * 
abfent, and contrary to his Oath of Fidelity feized on his Palace in Pavia, which ^ * 
done he took upon him the Royal Title. Cunibert having notice of this Treafon, 
and altogether unprovided, as having never expected any fuch thing, went and 
fortified himfelf as well as he could in the Illand Comacitia, in the Lake Larium. 

In the mean time the Tyrant carries himfelf as he had begun, and hurried by his 
own Inclinations, never confidered how it behoved him by a fair demeanour, to 
keep what he had already obtained. To the Churchmen he carried liimfelf with 
great pride and feverity, and could not conceal his T3 7 rannical and Ingratefull 
H ?- Humour, 
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Sect. 4. Humour, toward thofe that had been the Authours of his Advancement. On a ***» Hid. 7 
time as he was telling Money in his Palace, the Son of Aldo happened to be there 39< 
and a piece falling down upon the Table, took if up and officioufly gave it to 
him. He imagining the Child could not underhand his meaning, faidtohim thy 
Father hath many fuch as this, which if it pleafe God, he lhall e’er long give to me. 

But the Boy at his Return home told this, and other paflages to his Father, from 
which Aldo concluded he had been grofly miftaken in Ills meafures, and that if 
he did not by fome fpeedy Aft prevent it, death and the Ruine of his Family 
ihould be the Reward of all his Services to the Tyrant. Having communicated his 
thoughts with Granfo his Brother, and others of his Friends, they thought fit to 
perfwade Alachis to go out to hunt, and take his pleafurein the Foreft, promifin°- 
they would keep the City of Pavia for him, and moreover at his Return, prefent 
him with the Head of Cunilert that drunken Sot, 

3x. He was perfwaded, and out he went to recreate himfelf in the Foreft, which 
while he did, Aldo and his Brother repaired to Cunilert inthelfland. Falling at 
his Feet they bewailed their Crime and Misfortune together, and begging his par¬ 
don, agreed on a day whereon to put Pavia again into his Hands. This they 
performed to the great Joy and Satisfaftion of the Inhabitants, the Clergy efpeci- 
ally, and to the as great difTatisfaftion of Alachis, who after he had fpent the heat 
of his Rage againft Aldo, went into Jftria to raife Forces. Several Cities, fome by 
perfwafions, and others by force, he brought to join with him and the Army of 
Forum Julii, which was marching to the Affiftence of Cunilert, by a ftrange wile 
he diverted from their purpofe, for, Handing at a Bridge they were to pafs, lying 
over the River Liquentia, as they marched ltragling one from another, he forced 
them to fwear Fidelity to him, and then kept every one from returning to his 
Companions to tell them the cheats, and give them notice of whom to beware. 

Not long after having got together a confiderable Power, he moved againft Cuni- cap 40 
hen, and they incamped the one againft the other in the Fields of Coronata, where 
Cunilert lent and challenged Alichis to a fingle Combat, to five the Lives of i o 
many which elfe of needfity muft be deftroyed. But Alachis remembring his 
Strength and Courage, when they were young together refufed the offer, though 
he was alfo folicited to it by one of his followers, who upon his refufal difdaining 
tolerve fuch a Mafter, fbrlbok him, and went over to his Enemy. The two Armies 
then being to decide the Controverfie, when Cunilert was about to charge, Zeno 
a Deacon of the Church at Pavia, bearing him great afTeftion, and afraid he Ihould 
milcarry, came to him, told him all their Safety confifted in his, and that if he pe- 
rdhed in the Battel, the Tyrant would by divers ways of Torment put them to 
death, therefore he prayed him to give him leave to put on his Armour to coun¬ 
terfeit his Perfon, and to goe for him: if fo be he perilhed the loft would not be 
great, and if he lived the thing would redound unto his Honour, having by his 
Servant obtained the Viftory. 

d 1 ' T f‘ e r K i n S ver y earneftly refufed, but overcome by the Prayers and Tears 
of feveral of the By-ftanders, at length yielded, and Zeno being much of his height 
and iliape, when he had put on his Armour, he could not be known from Cu- 
nibert himfelf. The Battel was fought with great Animofity on both fides, and 
Alachis bending all his malice, and the utmoit force he could make toward the 
Wing, where, as he imagined, Cunilert flood, came up with and ingaged his difgui- 
led Adverfary, whom but little skilledin fuch affairs he flew, and in great jollity 
and triumph commanded his Head to be cut off^ and fet upon the Point of a 
Spear, that the Soldiers on both fides might perceive it. But when he came to 
take off his Head, the Head of a Clerk not that of a Kin g appeared, whereat he 
was much ama2ed, and from his amazement fell into a great paflion againft all 
Churchmen vowing in cafe he got the Viftory, he would fill a Pit with their Tef- 
ticles. In the mean time Cunilert, perceiving his Men much dejefted at the Re- Cap. ult. 
port of Ills death, and that they began to fly, fhewed himfelf to them, and 
revived their Spirits to fuch a meafure, that they were ready and chearfull for a 
fecondingagement j when Cunilert again fent to Alachis , and to avoid theEffufi- 
‘ ' on of Bloud, once more offered to decide the Quarrel by a Duel. But he refufed, 

joyned battel the fecond time, and therein was flain, and with him raoft of his 
followers; fuch of them as efcaped, being fwallowed up by the flouds of the Ri- 
• ver Adua. The Army of theDutchy of Forum Julii, was not at the Battel, for 
having fwornto Alachis, and yet it being againft their Confluences to fight for him, 
they neither affifted the one nor the other, but when they came to ingage, departed 
home. Alachis being thus flain, King Cunilert in triumph returned to Pavia, and 

having 
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" having made a fumptuous Funeral for Zeno the Deacon, reigned with all Profpe- Sedb. 4. 

A Monkery r ity, Juftice and Moderation. In the Field of where the Battel was fought, 

built to st j 1£ built a Monaftery to St. George. 

Gmge ' 34. About two years after Romoald the Duke of Beneventum, for what eauteis 

uncertain, invaded Calalria belonging to the Emperour, and being without any 
confiderable Fortification or Defence he took Tarentum, Brundufium and the whole 
Countrey roundabout, and not long after died, when he had Governed fixteen 
years, and left his Dukedom much inlarged to his Son Grimoald, who held it for 
three’years longer, having married Wigilmda the Sifter of Cunilert, and Daughter 
of King Bertarid. After the Death of Grimoald, Gafulf his Brother was Duke, 
and held the place feventeen years, whofe Wife was Winilerta the Mother of 
Romoald his Son. But much about the fame time that Romoald invaded the Ter¬ 
ritories of the Emperour great ftirs happened in the Dukedom of Forum Julij ; 
where Rodoald had fucceeded Landar , as he did Weclari , who was made Duke 
by King Grimoald as we faid before. In the abfence of Rodoald from the City one 
Ansfrid, from a certain Caftle called Reunia , feized on the Government and Title Ji A „jij Gr f 
of Duke without any Warrant or Authority from the King. Rodoald in much >*» Novo 
trouble at the Report, departed into IJlria, and thence Sailing to Ravenna , he fo ggSS* 
came to Pavia to Cunibert, who Ihortly had Intelligence that Ansfrid intended 
to be his Rival alfo for the Kingdom ; but as he was making preparations for fo 
great an Enterprize, he was taken at Verona, and being brought before the King, 
was deprived of his fight, and fo banilhed. Then was Aldo the Brother of Rodoald Forojuliapo- 
madeDuke of Forum Julij , and held it feven years, as Sigonius gathers from fome [“ZTpMltc 
other circumllances, though Paul theHiftorian writes, that he Governed by the Ado frater 1^'. 
Nameof Prefer vator or Proteftor of the place but for one year and feven months, doaldi loci fir- 
Such profperity had Cunilert during his Life, which lafted twelve years after that ™°frPnmm 
Cunibert dies, of his Father. He was a man very eminent for his neatnefs and goodnefs, and no left & menfesfip. 

remarkable for his courage and dexterity in War. Wff/fzT- 

35-. His Succellour he appointed his Son Liutlert, and becaufe he was young, A . d. 703/ s ’ 
left one Afprand a man of great Nobility and Wifdom to be his Governour, who Luit-brahtvel 
held the place and managed it with great fincerity for the fpace of eight months, subdtitcopi- 
Hdgwibert Then did Godelert’s Son, Ragunlert by Name, whom when Grimoald Jlew him he ofimonLuit- 

Wng. t0 C left young, and who now was Duke of Tacrinum, thinking he had good opportu- 

nity prefented by the Infancy of Liutlert , fet up for himfelf, and defeating Af- Hdft-Jjar, «- 
prand and his Aflbciates in battel, obtained the Sovereignty. During his admini- to compare:™, 
ftration of affairs, Gifulf the Duke of Beneventum with a ftrong Army invaded 
Campania • which wafting with Fire and Sword, he took thence great numbers j um . 
both of Cattel and Captives, and proceeded fo far that John the Bilhop of Rome Cap. 18. 
was forely frighted, and knowing the City was not ftrong enough to make any 
refiftence, betook himfelf to intreaties, and he and his Clergy going out to meet 
Aribert his him, prevailed with him to return back and difmifthis Prifoners. Ragunlert died Cap. 19. 

J*>n fucceeds within the year, and was fucceeded by his Son Aribert , who more effeftually 
* m profecuted his Intereft, than did his Father. He renewed the War with Liutlert, 
who had by this time got a very ftrong Party, for not onely Af prand but Otto, 

Tazo, Faro , and Rotharit Duke of Bergomum joyned with him. But all thefe he Fptharit^ui. 
defeated in one battel at Pavia , Liutlert he. took Priloner, Afprandpx\A Rotharit ete P ollem - 
fled, the one to the Ifland Comacina , and the other to his City o*f Bergamttm, Ca P- 2o - 
whither Aribert purfued him, and having taken Landis a Town in the Territo¬ 
ries, laid Siege to the City, and ufing all violent courfes, at Jaft took it by ftorm, 
and therein Rotharit, who by this time had afiumed the Title of King. Having 
caufed his Head and Beard to be fhaven, he lent him away to Faurinum , where not 
long after he was killed by the King’s command, who alfo prefently after caufed 
Liutlert his young Competitour to be ftifled in a Bath. Then fent lie his Army to Ca F 2I * 
Comacina againft Afprand, who having timely notice, got him thence to Ra¬ 
venna, and efcaped to Theudelert the Duke of the Baioarij, with whom he conti¬ 
nued nine years. But the Army of Arilert took the Ifland, and Afprand being 
efcaped he raged cruelly againft his Relations j ha pulled out the Eyes of his Son Lib - f- <?. 22. 
Sigilrand. His Wife Theuderada by name, who in her womanifh tattle had given afriainccnjbs. 
out fhe Ihould one day be a Queen, he disfigur’d by cutting off'her Nofeand her Au-runa,clm- 
Ears, and dealt with Aurona her Daughter in like manner. Onely Luitprand his p'firisfxmina. 
youngeft Son, becaufe he was a child, he fpared and fuffered him to go to his Fa- undetHde?' 
ther, Providence, as Paul the Hiftorian obferves, preferving him for great tilings in run in voca - 
time to come. bulario. 


3 6 . Aldo 
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Sect. 4. 3 *- AUo bein g ^ad, who, as we were told by Paul, was Prafervator of the Aid v-t „u 

place of Jfcnm Julij, Ferdulf obtained robe Duke, a man proud and inconftant, *«»i«snb£ 
defignmg to get renown by fome notable action againft the Sclav}, he ruined him- C S\ ? 4 ' 
felf and almoft the whole Dukedom. He hired lome of that Nation underhand giaShiZ' 
to bring an Army of their Countrey-men into his Province. But before this was*™**" 
brought about, fome of the Sclav} came on pilfring into the Territories of Forum Far 
Julij, and made prey of fome lheep and the Shepherds that kept them. The Go- 
vernour of that place, Argatd by name, but by reafon of his Office in their Lan¬ 
guage called Scbuld-hais , a man of Noble Extra#, and otherwife very eminent Sculil -Ha,\ 
purlued after them, but to no purpofe. In his return he was met by Ferdulf Pr f 
who demanding what was become of the Thieves, upon his anfwer that they *S£jS" 
wre fled, replied: How canft thou doe any thing gallantly, who fccareft the Name 
of Argatd, which is derived from Argai Theodier exceedingly vexed, and being tZ’ZTZ 
a man of great courage, hereupon pray’d that they might live fo long till the world twffw. 
by fome eminent token might fee which of the two wasmoft Arga. Not long r f tumM 
after came an Army of Sclav}, procured as we faid by Ferdulf, which iiicamped SSfZ 
on the top of an high mountain, mod difficult of accefs on all Tides. Ferdulf Scu ^,scou- 
came with his Army and compared the Hill, confidering on what place he might ZibaZZ' 
moft conveniently attack them; to whom Argatd then fpake and bade him fC- Arga,Ignavm, 
member how he had called him a lazy and unprofitable man, and by the vulgar 
Tiic Sckni word of Arga ; but now faith he, letGod’s curfe fall on him who laft of us two comes 7 "^"'^' 

S. P t0 th ? Sclavii Wlth ti } at , he mms Ilis horfe and U P he rides, where it was moft 
itorimjjuut. fteep and cragg y 9 toward the Enemies Camp; and Ferdulf for very fliame fol¬ 
lowed him, which his Army perceiving, up alfo it marches, efteeming it an hei¬ 
nous thing not to follow their Captain whitherfoever he led them. The Sclav} 
feeing them climb up fuch fteep and almoft impartible places, wondring at their 
refolution, prepare to receive them with Stows and Axes, rather than any thing 
elfe, and thus they ftruck them off from their Horfes, and flew them all in a man¬ 
ner, getting a Vidtory, not by their Valour, but fuch a ftrange Adventure. There 
fell Ferdulf, Argatd his Adverfary, and all the Nobility of Forum Julij, and fo 
many valiant men befides, upon the occafion of their foolifh Emulation, as under 
lafer Condu# would have put to the rout many thoufands. Onely one Lombard 
of note, Munich: by Name, the Father of peter, afterward Duke of Forum Julij 
and of TJrjus the Duke of Cenetum efcaped home. For though he was ftruck 
from his Horfe, and one of the Sclavi had feized on him and tied his hands, yet 
bound as he was, he fnatched a Lance from the man’s right hand, and therewith 
linking him down, got away through the precipitous places with his hands flill 
tied together. 

3 7 . Ferdulf being thus dead, one Corvulus was made Duke, but continued fo idem, mi 
but a fliort fpace; for having offended the King, his eyes were pulled out, and he c - 2 >- 
lived afterwards in dilgrace. Then was one Femmo preferr’d to the place, to Ca P- z6 - 
which being an ingenious man he was very ferviceable. He was born at Bella- 
num whence for raifing a Sedition he was driven away, and coming to Forum/aZ*Aim. 
Julij, there peaceably lived. He had a Wife named Batberga, whole face being Pemw > Pem ‘- 
nothing comely, lhe often defired him that he would difmifs her, and marry fome emnemipln. 
other that might be a Wife fit for fo great a Duke. But he being a wile man, an- »e, vertex. 
fwered that her good qualities, her humility and modefty morepleafed him than hldePenni -. 

bount ? of t,K Bod - v - her he had three Sons,W®, Rctcbm, 4S 
and Ahijtulf, men of renown, the Nativity of whom, as Paul exprefieth it, advan- ce.Ho^Hocb, 
ced their Mothers humility unto glory. This Duke Pemmo Peeking for the Sons g™ 
of all the Nobility that had been llain, educated them with, and not otherwife cilUcetaris,in 
than as if they had been his own Children. As for Aribert though he was cruel at VBCa J > : Allan. 

1 } et a ftenvard he is faid to have governed with much Prudence and Juftice, ^ at 

betides his Liberahty to Churches, the Roman efpecially,' to which he reftored, as Paulas, ibid. 
their Writers tell us, many Lands, and particularly the Patrimony of the Alpes 
Cottiee, taken from them formerly by Rothari, the inftrument of which donation 
he lent written with golden letters. But however he carried it now to Church¬ 
men, Afprand could not be reconciled to him, who flill lying in Exile, longed to 
return to lus own Countrey, which to effe#, the Duke of Baioaria, with whom 
he fojourned , offered him a competent force to be revenged on his Enemy. With ly 
this Army he went into Italy and engaged with Aribert in fo bloudy and tedious 
a Battel that Night onely parted them ,* yet Afprand and his Baioarians had clear¬ 
ly the worn of it, Aribert his lofs not being comparable ro that of theirs. How- 
cverj Aribert would not keep the Field, but would needs remove to Pavia , 

which 
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which as a fign of fear, as ufually it is of weaknefs, miniftred matter of defpair Sedb. 4. . 
to his own men and confidence to his Enemies. Perceiving his errour, he then re- 
folved to fly into France, there to hire a new fupply, and for that purpofe took 
good ftore of gold out of the Palace, with which he would needs fwim over the 
Aribert River, and attempting fo to doe was drowned, as thofe about him had concluded, 
drowned. .j| 1? day following, his Body was found and buried in the Church of St. Saviour, 
founded by Aribert the Firft. He was wont to go out difguifed in the night and 
hear himfelf what his People faid of him, and how his Officers miniftred Ju¬ 
ftice. To Ambafladours of Foreigners he always gave Audience in bad Clothes, 
and never would entertain them with delicate Wines, or other coftly things, that 
he might not bait them by fuch Allurements to invade Italy. He Reigned with 
his Father and by himfelf about eleven years, as Paul informs us. And yet Sigo- 
nius begins his Reign in thefeven hundred and fifth year of our Lord, and ends 
it but in the (even hundred and twelfth. His Brother Guntbert fled into France, 
and there continued till his death, whofe eldeft Son Raginlert in the days of Paul, 

Governed the City of Orleance for the King. ; An:- brand, 

38. Aribert being dead, Anfprandfncceededhxm without oppontion, but reign- gratia fer- 
it. rm 'ed onely three months; a man of as great accomplifhments as one can imagine vem - 

The Lombards perceiving him defperately ill, made King his Son Liutprand (who Liutprand, 
^mnnrh. as\ve faid by permiffion of Aribert went to him into Boioaria ) to the great con ‘{zjfZ 
hi. Son Liut- tentment of his Father, and after his death confirmed their choice. MuOh about 
frand. t j ie f ame time died Tranfimund the Duke, of Spoletum, into whofe place fucceeded Cap. 30. 

Faroald his Son, and Governed joyntly with his Brother Wdchilap. Liutprand Zii'ZpZenZ 
coming to Govern, Ihewed himfelf a man of Ability in matters relating both to Faro idem 
Peace and War. He had a difficulty to ftruggle with at. the beginning °f his 
Reign, which he conquered much to his reputation: He had a Kinlman called Ro- cZor.mcb 
thari who invited him to a Feaft at his Houfe in Pavia, but had men there ready nob. my,Lap, 
concealed to kill him when they ftiould have the word. But before he went he 
had the good fortune to be informed of the.Treafon, and font fotRotharit to his a pud Bellas) 
own Palace, whom according to his intelligence he found privily armed. Find- Lopen anti- 
ing himfelf difeovered, he leaped back and drew his Sword to kill the King, Who 
therewith drew alfo, and his Guard coming in they dffpatched the Tray tor. Liuu cap.&. 
prand was a man of very great courage, which farther fometimes tranfported 
him, tlian was convenient for his own fafety and the cpncefhmehts of the King¬ 
dom. On a time two of his Attendants agreed when a fitting opportunity mould 
prefent it felf, to kill him, which he alfo underftanding, went with them two 
alone into a thick Wood, and drawing his Sword upbraided them With their 
treachery, bidding them begin and make a tryal upon him. They were fo ftruck 
with fo fudden a tiling and his generofity, that falling dowh at his feet they told 
him the whole truth, and as well they as others, to whorri he demeaned hitnielt 
in the like fort, obtained his Pardon. • ; . ■ . . / ■, 

39. Having conquered his Enemies at home by his yalbuf and kindnels, ana 

married out of gratitude as well as to fttengthen hitnfeff from abroad , the 
Daughter of the Duke of Baioaria, who had received dhd ^Father in 

their diftrefs, he fet himfelf to reform the Laws of the Kmgdbm. Allthe Judges Mc im .\ o 
He pubiiiheth he fummoried to Court to give in their opinions concernmg^Waew modd^ 
a new model being done, it was publilhed the laft day;of February, in the eleventh Induftion in 
Uws - the hrft year of his Reign, as he himfelf teftifies in the Preface.to this purpofe, wz. cefit> 

“ Remember how our moftMighty Prafcceflbur,and moft Eminent Ring Rothiir, as 
“he himfefffpeaks in his Writings, renewed" and ordaineffattEdi# for 
« bards^ wherein he prudently caufed to be mferted this Paflagejthat any Pfthce ot 
“ the Lombard: his Sucteflbur, if he found therein any thMfaperfluous, frrignt 
“wifely take it away, afidwhat he found wanting he might add by ttie'gdtertce 
“ of God: Afef him the moft glorious King Grimoald, aceorffingly added WjJ 
*■ lHlied what to him feemed fa ,'whole pxamiple;we follt^k^wehopbji^frfed 
a by God,' in like mannerTt^H things a^ accordmg wAmJ ;;LdW have* ap^feated 
“ to us cohirenieht to be done have pecteed fo tef added aridi ortntted, dcCMi 
ding to what We have commanded to bewntten inthis prefehtW ol^a . The^ 

“ fore in the -Name of th^Offlhipotent God; I :Liutprand the ffipft Exedlent^the 
“ Chriftian Wnd ; Catholick Kiflgof tile Natiqri of‘the beloved df^od, 

“ in the firft year of tny^eignV through 6b dVgoodne^; the day befbre tfre^ 

“ lends of march, in the eleventh Indian,together with all the Judges froift the 
“Parts of Auftria and Neuflria, and the tforefers - of jufela^with others,Of my 
« faithfull Lombards, and all the People affifting thofer according w the fear 
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Sedh 4. “ an d love of God liave appeared good to us, and therewith we are pleafed. The 
Style is fo difficult that hardly can it be brought to correfpond with the Englijk 
Idiome; but the Reader may take notice that this was the third Edition of the 
Laws of the Lombards, whereof we mult fpeak more anon j he may obferve alfo 
the Titles thefe Kings took, and that even in Italy, there was Auftria and Neu- 
ftria , as well as in France znA in Pannonia , Parts of the Kirgdom fo called in re- 
jiujtria and ference to their Situation. For the word Ooftriick, which in Latin they barba- 
Neitjlria roufly, as I may fay, turned into Auftria and Auftrafia , to thofe Teutonick People 
w ’ s fignified the Eaftern Kingdom or Dominion. So was the Kingdom of the Medio- 

mat ices called by the Franks , and Pannonia by the Germans , part of which ftill, 
and that alone, retains the Name of Auftria . In like manner Weftriick or Weflre- 
ick, they changed into Neuftria, it fignifying the Weftern Dominion in oppofition 
to the Eaftern. From their Situation fome were called ^ftij, Eaft with us, and 
thofe that fo called them beingthe feme with what others pronounced Ooft. The 
Nortmauni, Northendi, Alpes Noricce, and Norici the People, from their Northern 
Situation had their Names. 

40. For the fpace of about three years we hear little more concerning Liut- 
prandy whom we may conclude intent upon the Laws, and fuch farther Refor¬ 
mations as tended to the well being of his Subjedfs. But in the fifth year of his 
Reign, noife enough was made in Campania by the Duke of Beneventumy who by 
a Wile got Cumae into his hands. Thole of Rome were highly concerned at it, 
and the Bijhop dealt with him both by fair words and money to reftore it, and 
when that would not doe, thundred againft him by excommunication. But this 
alfo hedelpis’d, whereupon the Bilhop was forc’t to betake himfelf to the Secu¬ 
lar hand, procuring John the Duke of Naples to fet upon it by might, which he 

Stir* artiongft did, and furprifing it, killed therein three hundred Lombards with their Gaftald, 
the Lombards, and took Prisoners more than five hundred which be led away to Naples, and fold 

the Town to the Bijhop for feventy Pounds of Gold, as had been agreed. The a. d. 718. 
year that followed Faroald the Duke of Spoletum took Narnia by cunning from **uku Diact. 
til e Romans, and pretending a Journey to the King furprized another Town 

belonging to Ravenna; but he was commanded by Liutprand to reftore them 
both. Though the King did not, his own Son Trafemund punifoed him for his Trojt-Mmd, 
temerity, depofing him foortly after, and compelling him to take Orders that he con f° lans Os. 
might have his place- About the feme time the Sclavs made another Irruption Vk&Mc - 9 
into the Territories of Forum Julzj , called Lauria, where Pemmo the Duke let mam hSThra- 
upon them, and withlofs but of one old man, Siguald by name, who in a former ^ am ^ m 'j Con f ' 
Fight betwixt them and Ferdulf had loft two Sons. Once and again he had done t hriufaMd. 
great Execution upon them, and now the third time, though his Captain and o- 
ther Lombards forbade him, yet would he not be kept from fpeaking openly to 
the Sclavs: Now I have fufficiently revenged the Death of my Sons, if Death fhould 
come I Jhouldchearfully undergo it. And accordingly it came to pafs j for he was 
the; onely man that died in the Fight; Pemmo having (lain many Enemies, and un¬ 
willing to loofe any more of. his own men, made Peace with the Sclavs in the 
fame place. And from this time forward they began more to ftand in awe of the 
Arms of Forum July .*. 

41. Now for many years had the Kings and Kingdom of the Lombards been 
in peace, except fome petty broils,betwixt them and their neareft Neighbours, or 
that they contended one with another. The Exarchs and they had fince the time 
of Rothari, maintained a very good correfpondence together, the Romans and Lom- 
bards, though Neighbours, perfe&ly agreeing. But now was this Kingdom at 
the higheft pitch alotted for it, and upon the brink of prolperity, which never 
continues but changes moft commonly to the other extreme. Wealth and Eafe 
had made the King and the Subjeft both confident andover weening, thofe ever 
thinking they haye the greateft ftrength, who never made any tryal of it; yet 
did they think their prefent condition mean in companion of what they were in 
capacity to attain, and therefore they muft up and be doing, and involved them- 
lelves in fuch a War as defcendmg to their Succeflours, at length procured the 
ruine of tlieir Name and Dominion. Liutprand having prepared all things be- 

Lititprand in- forehand for lb great an enterprize. Invades the Exarchate on a Hidden , and lays 
archate!* 6 Ex " ^ e 8 e to Ravenna the feat of the Governour. Paul who at prefent by favour of 
Leo the Emperour held that place, we are told by Sigonius , was very much fur- 
prized, as from the higheft profperity being on a hidden call: into the greateft 
difficulty. But there was no fuch caufe of his being furprized, if we confider but 
. what the feme Authour had related but a little before, lie tells us in many words 

that 
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that Leo the Emperour being at odds with Gregory the Roman Bilhop, upon the Se£h 4 * 
account of Images took feveral Courfes to make him away, and for that purpofe 
feat Paul, as Exarch into Italy, who having once attempted it, but to no purpofe, VideSigm.de 
the Emperour the following year fent him a Meflage, that if he could not kill, yet 
he lhould remove him from his Office and put another in his Room. Paul thus & i0 b. 
importuned by his Mafter, and bearing himfelf hatred to Gregory, becaufe he had 
forbidden the Tribute to be paid which he had laid upon the Churches, fent one 
Maricius the Spatbarius eft Leo, and whom he had made Duke of Rome, to that 
City with order to lay hold on the Bilhop, and commit him to Cuftody. But 
matters were not fo privately carried but that the Bilhop, whofe Power and Inte- 
reft now began to be mighty in Italy , had notice of it. Therefore he hires the 
Lombards out of the Dukedoms of Spoletum and Tufcia for great Rewards, to ftop 
the pallage of the Exarch’s Army. They with much Alacrity marching to the 
City poflefled themfelves of the Bridges Salarius and Milvius , and oppofrng them- 
feives to the Forces of Ravenna, not onely hindred them from returning to Romet 
but conftrained them and their Leader to return back to their own City. 

4z. This happened but the year before the Siege of Ravenna, and therefore 
whether the Exarch had reafon to be furprized, or rather ought not to have ex¬ 
pected fome fuch matter, and whether the Bilhop of Rome, who had already joy- 
ned the Lombards with him, was not concerned, we leave the Reader to judge. 

However Paul, whether aware or not of Hoftility from the Lombards , molt gal¬ 
lantly demeaned himfelf in the keeping of Ravenna, foewing himfelf ready to un- 
dergoe any thing rather than to yield up the place; infomuch that Lsutprand de- 
fpairing to doe any good, broke up his fiege and departed to Claffis, which being 
but flenderly provided he eafily took, and having plundred it, laid it level with 
the Earth. But upon the Report of what had happened to Clajfis, the Citizens ot 
Ravenna began to be very fearfull and deje&ed as if their turn was not far oft; which 
being underitood by Liutprand, their fear became his confidence, and he drew 
back his Army to the City, which having had fome tafte of the fruits of Con- 
quefo he thought now would fall upon it with more Alacrity. Arid fo it proved, 
for they tired out by their frequent Aflaults both the Garrifon Souldiers and the 
Townfmen, which when Paul perceived, and delpairedof receiving any Succours 
Takes from abroad, he left the Town to the Difcretion of the Inhabitants. The Befoegers 

m - having notice of his flight, knew it a fit time to renew their Violence, and with 

little more trouble carried the Place, which Liutprand permitted bis Souldiers to 
plunder. And here they got plunder enough, wealth fufficient to glut their minds, 
and take off their edge from any farther adventures,contrary to the true Policy of 
a Captain, who ought to ufe his Men in this cafe as Huntfmen deal with their 
Hounds, to give them fuch a tafte of the Prey as to ftir up their Appetites, and 

make them more eager after the game, but not to fill them and make them lazie. 

This City being the feat of the Exarch, of Kings, Emperours and great Prdates, 
abounded with all Riches imaginable. Liutprand fpoiled it of many rare Monu¬ 
ments of Antiquity, amongft which the moft remarkable was a brafen Statue of 
an Emperour on Horfeback, a Piece of admirable Contrivance and Workmanihip, 
which he caufed to be tranflated to Pavia, where it remains, and.by its rarenels 
fomething comforts the Citizens, for the decay of the Glory of that Place. 

The Exar- 43. Ravenna being taken, moft of the Cities of the Exarchate prefently yielded, 
chate of and from an Exarc hate it was changed into a Dutchy, over which was fet Msl- tiiiicprand® 

debrand the King's Nephew, whobecaufehe was!young, Peredeus a Duke1 wasmade 
d°m. Bis Governour. Paul the Exarch thus outed of Ravenna, betook rumleli to tne dibr a nd, Exi- 

Venetians at Heraclia, where he implored die Affiftence of Vrfus _the Duke. ALL mi fervent. 
this while Gregory,the R^»Bifoop,wasa Looker on, after he had iet the Lombards 
and Paul together by the Ears about his bufinefs. He had a defign to chaftife the 
Exarch, but notto encreafe the Power and Dominion of the Lombards ; ius lpieen 
excited him againft the Emperour, and his Intereft caufed him to wifo that both 
Tides were more weakened and humbled, that his own Authority already m a lair 
w ay, might make the greater progrefs in Italy. Liutprand had made luch a pro- 
grefs in the war as made him tremble, and he perceived it was high tune to put a . 

The Bi(hop of ltop to the Carreire of his good Fortunes. He writes his Letters to Vrfus, the Duke Exta ^ 
J;^> Mlons of the Venetians, exhorting him to give aid to the feid Paul, and now quite alters ^ 
r4t£of his ftyle,making thofe be black wlfo formerly were white aid him white whom 
Liutprand, before he could not enough tax and load with.opprobnous Language. He tells him 
turn* againft that b y reafon of fin the City of Ravenna, which was the Head of many Chur¬ 
ches, was taken by the wicked Nation of the Lombards, and his worthy Son^the 



58 Tbe Kingdomaf ~tbe ~Lombards in I taly, Contemporary p^ RT j'y 

Sect 4. Lord Exarch, as he underflands makes his abode at Venice, therefore tells him th^ ' 

w '~V'~n-> he ought to ftand by him and with him in his Head, that the City of Ravenna 
might be reftored 1 to the ancient Eftate, and the Imperial fervice of the Lords hk 
Faith^ and Con ft antine tlle Great > Emperours, and that for the Love of their Holy 

44. The Venetians had good reafon to be concerned alfo at the growth of fn 
potent a Neighbour, and therefore the better to balance him, refolved to give 
thejr urmoft aiTiftence to Paul rigging up a Fleet under pretence of fighting a . 
gainlt the Saracens at the Inftance of the Emperour. Paul having fped at Venice 
according to his TVilhes; yet,as having been repulfed,gathered together fome Forces 
and made as it lie would befiege Imola, and under this pretence increafing his Ar¬ 
my as much as he po/fibiy could, removed on a certain day appointed betwixt 
- and Jaidfiege to Ravenna by Land, the Venetian Fleet doe- 

mg the fame by .Sea almofl at the fame mftant. Hildebrand s /W<v„ though 
exceedingly furprized,) et forced all that were able to bear Arms to the walls where 
SS K ia ^ d pelves with much refolution,. but while they fought floutly on 

Ihe r^v' f ‘ d Thf nrf ‘ he , ye " eUMS broke open the Water-gate and got into 
vc.ed by the •?} * The Defendants having notice made flout oppofition here alfo, and 
Exarch. a terribleTight followed ; till Paul coming about to the Afliftence of his Friends 
decidedthe Controverfte, and took the Town. Peredeus was flain, and Hilde- 
brand fell alive into the Hands of the Venetians , who having thus gallantly de- faUntit k Z"' 
meaned themfelves, departed home, before fuch time as Ltutprand , having re¬ 
ceived Intelligence, could move from Pavia. Not long after this, Leo the Emne- 
thp Gregpry the Ihfliop of Rome falling out about the Worlhip of Images 

TheBifhop thei^Zk^^^ *5 ab ^ Ved a11 his Subjedfs of Italy frlm 

excommuni- tneir Allegiance, and commanded them neither to pay him Tribute nor anv o- 
™ r theEm - ^ Teftimon y of Duty or Allegiance. Hereupon the Romans,Camp™Ja%S Thofe 
Paul is' wiled. ™™»aS Pentapolis revolted, and rifing in great Tumults laid violent hands 

Great Rebeiiu opon their Governours. Paul the Exarch was killed at Ravenna , Peter the Duke of 

Son Hadron flain' bySZx, wh^^^^ With his 

r ru P o^ ,K ^pii^ - - n, 

een untouched by the Lombards. He ealdy made himfelf Mailer of Monsbellus 
Bux . etum . and Perficetum, and at length of Bononia alfo, a Town built 

the Seaf r le // d ^- the R fS lon on this hde the Apennines, , afterward 

the beat of the Gallt Bon , and then made a Latine Colony by the Romans from 
whom it was taken by the Goths, then recovered, and now at length conquered 
hv rh *i? mh . ards ' Thus far Ltutprand having profpered as he could defireiafled 
by the Dominion of Ravenna and fell upon Pentapolis , which he overran from A- 
rtmtnum as far a sAuxtmum without any refiflence; and at length made a flop at 
fcverlxtZt 0 * ^ tin S theGovernment of it, whither the Cities appointed their 
feveral Deputies to repair, but as they were on their way, a Party of Roman 

f ^SZcoSna P t 0n th h T’ andcu , tdlera off every man. The Rumour of the Revolt 
m Italy coming to the Emperours Ears, was received with fuitable reoret and he 

t C n ^E £ r;?^ tian > »«■*!»« bis Exarch, wiih lnffru^ns how 

EU..MU, .he ifrSj wthth^huS?r^h d f C r tr ‘ VerS °- k *.’ wh “*g°fog >»t>°»t, he was alfo 
new Exarch . with the Thunder-bolt of Excommunication by Gregory. This did the 

excommuni- more lnce J?‘ e for that having eafily reduced Ravenna to the Emperour’s obedi 

bvfom^ASffr 16 L ° m ^ rds }° 5 “P^ty, who the Year following took Sutfium 

red the d?s»w»j to renounce their ObXLTto th*‘sovTeigo"^d fwewObS' 

they covenanted, as well tofupprefr himasGregery, and reduce the Re&lHo thefr 

2 ? 0 " d h hun h lf °r f i he dan | er im P endin g- He went out of the City to Lht- 
h ° m h c U f ed ^ any tiatterin g words » telling Iiim he did this for his fake 
upon tue account of his Eminent Piety, whereas had Leo’s Army alone befieged die 

City, 
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—7-—-i- Zui nntlbave flirred~one foot out of it. He fpake vehemently againft Se<5b. 4 . 

The fiege rai- City, lie would not have 11 Example of Attila a furious Barba- 

“• Em h^ivhll L (^e]ires 0 o^a e i{om< dl Bdhop, was diverted from Ro m , He fpake 

rVn-,^1 V ttathe not oncly procured Liutpra„J to break up the Siege, but made 

fo e!Tcaudljyhathenot on W and the Exarch . 

P A Matter to the Vidory obtained over the Infidels. At his return lie found 

ted no fmall matter to y wh o taking the advantage of his abfence, 

new wyrkm^efot himb^he^arc^ wi b Hellimfelf iavac i ingre „ ta . 

“ ° , ' , i&eddw Army rf SU, and reduced the Cities. But A*, the 

death '^"^ ^^^^^[pg^Q^yo^gVor^o^liment^'a^d^laced^in^hls^room 
Grltrorv another of ^Nephews. Some tune after, Rachis the Duke of Forum Julii m- 
.f j " c io i a which Paul our Hiftorian calls the Countrey of the Sclavs , w hei e 
Z new a great' multitudeof .hem, and walled 

they made a A Q foSL St s”eX Onfet with a Cudgel he had in his 

I^ltuih fo f at7h t eV f 5. that they retreated. From thistimehe 

beC r aTiIw fametime btteom too RewC; Tftfmmi the Duke of Spok-_ 

^ an A imde a llridt League with Gregory the Third the Roman Bi(hop,and Sue 
S„rtormwhflfd a&the Doiiion of and the ^ mu he- 

loncrinfr As a Condition of this Alliance he gave up to the Bifhop the Caitle ol 

"d 

"! theffing, whQn«mn|^to Mta Revolt Refcd^p™,^ 

Concernments, fpeedily 1 ailed an Army b , n-A j mvopnncipa- 

dnrfl- nnt abide his Coming, but getting out of the City fled to tne punop, wuo ttlfulgenietn 
now eliftered with his new Principality ; defiring him to undertake his Patronage* confug i t atq . 
who hadproteded his PredecefTour fftlie Violence ?ad- 
tred into a mofl facred League and Alliance with himfelf The Bilhop asKmg aa ■ Itah<e 
vS of Duke ^L, with the Confent of the Roman Souldiers (who doubtlefs 3 . p. ,i« 
'cSd n2bS d&Ton ) undertook liis Protean , *wh«m^e 
T iuttorand feized on his Dukedom, and bellowed it on his Nephew HildericR 
which having done, he fent his Ambafladours to Gregory , requiring him to givd 
up the Traitour into liis Hands, or to expert him with an Army tofetch him. The 

Bdliop thought it below him, and no way confiftentwith good Nature to give 

him°hp, and returned fuch ananfwer to the King, who when 

removed his Forces from the Dukedom of Spoletum mtd that of Ronte ., where h^- 

ving taken Amria Orta Polmartmm ^dBleJa he tod 

being p y ut to fore ffraits firft = SJS 

betodt htmfelf to theArtificeofhis-Predeceflour, thinking by good Ujords and m- 

nrnte to remove the Enemy from the Walls; but this devtce foiimg him, he 
had recourfe to amore'fevere remedy 5 fending to C harles Mar ted, the Major of 
did Palace in France, the Keys of the Holy Sepulchre; and other things of great 
reoueft* kef*echin^ him to fend relief to him and the difirefled Church, and free 
A. UKvcr- S“fry from thetiege of thc LoM, cWerreadily embrace^ the offe^ 

^ ah r on tending to the Advancement of his Reputation in the World, and lent a Mefia 0 c 
SfSwJK 5 b ac^ptable,o LhrprM, that hearofofrom rf 

Siege. his Hands four-Towns which he had, feized, depart^ to m the Month of 

Augujl, and the feventh Indidion. A. D. DCCXXA1A. 

la 4 8 * ? ra - 





cover his four Towns, and by cZefak t ,elv al‘° ^ thk «»»Vd to?l £^4. 
neventum, by the People againft theKincr’i ^ l d ? an< [ edto the Dukedom of Be- 
fed, who thought hereby t^weakLithf ^ mind, m the room of Gregory 

Title. At lus&ft InvafLTfetr 

and at length in December, and the Ei?hH?inrf^ fi y re , covered Several Places 
and therein killed Hilderkk the young Duke 1 IfehS tOOC Sf °tl Um hy r «tprize* 
waging his Affairs prefented by 7 the § c ick „ of H £ had a § reat -^vantage for ma _ 
vous, that the Lombards defpainnpnf w? * Llut P ra ” d ■> which was fo gr ie- 
and carrying him to our Ladies ChurchwkhowZ NepJ ^> 

But an odd Accident happened at the Ceremon^ • Z h ’ ! nau ^ r ated him King, 
nito his Hands,according to the Cuftome a CuckowAsr/ aS P ear delivered 

Wilemen was looked on as prodigious a Ad betoken ^ ^ te . thereon . which by 

r^gSiSt-JsnSsie ?tfias - * »■ 

four Towns to be redelivered, to which Meli £ r and landed the 
come to the Places, he would givelfimaS tliatwlien Iiefoou/d 

mean time refolved, not to fuller Trains ,^ atls ^ a{ ^ lon * Liutprand in the 
• but the Year that followed^ mldTwl t? ? rry the , D ^edom of ^ 
ally of Awfcr the Duke of ^”1 by the Affift ence efpeci- 

went to meetthemat the Place he tho.Sh^h aware of their conW 

there he miffed of his opportunity Mow^theJ^F ^ Men > and when 
ed them m the middleof the Foreft Sem P ronii > and reach- 

Foremans brought up With ** 

omitted nothing of their Duty, many ofliem ZTSfk • lou | h 5 he Commanders 

^rff^V WaSchalIen S ed toa f^gleCombat”wherein h^-/^^ j 7 one 
and Suffered him to creep away on Ins oOi £ be difoounted his Enemy 

was by two fet upon on a Bridge and Knees mto the Wood. 

and efcaped. TrafemunJ fomdftfoftdf down int0 tiw 
he was belieged, and at length fceinc forced to vicM° retreac to Spoletum, where 
° rd t re - J len did 1116 King neftowme Title / ™ “ “mpe'ed to enter into 
another of his Nephews. e lltle > and °®“ of Duke upon AffrauJ 

Bii^op, who wandering tfieraT'rcfoh-ed to"? theP i. aces before mentioned to the 
ceffour had donebeforehta ^gotSin Perfon ZfP f he fe ™ nd J* 
ingat /nseramna, in theTerritoriSsS£, h ™> theniy. 

font Grimoald with a Complement and V>rrW r Emprand hearing of his coming 
Nar r> where he was to fSX fc Cv°" f ** wa X as fir a! 

nigh to/wrmwMw went out to meet him nnrf nfi- P T' r5 binifelf when he drew 
h;m to his Lodgings. Be difeourfedifouffed 

him with good words. “He related how Bdh °P flawed 

Siege from before Rome, and commending Id™ r^-‘,n- fikeIle had rai, «J his 

.. “°”‘ 0Wards eUme„ > p U thiminmhdfe^l5h™ifc and i!°' y demea - 

c< as well as a wound upon his Confcience. to ifr^V* l d ^ u P on hisMemory, 
to rob him and the Church. towhirh£si J kh ^^ ord g lveilto St.Pe/er,and 
In fumm he defired he would nivelm If d P ~ tended to bear fo good affedion ■ 

h a nds, and farthermal^adLeSue ^at^th^Si^h 115 bddin his 

* before tohaveeverlaffing Salvation after dath«n5’ be did, he might 

llerity. We are told the Device fo took that^* and et f rn .al Renown with all Po- 
fired, not only the four Towns hi^h h obtamed ^tfoever he de-^ r 

and moreover fome Lantf 1 ffflf 8 *> Church for twenty 
Liutyund awa y with others in Narnia Ancona !# Uf ty years before had been taken 

SZoS£s‘ ,t /- m " ie ^l nd the Val %hnown by theNTmc w ‘ lich they called 

See Of Home. Su * rzu ™' The next day having lovingly dined l-ntxpi-? 6 tbe Terr bories of 

ceive the Towns from the Kinns ■ to S eth er, the -Bilhop departed to re- 

Duke of Clufium, Tacpert , and Grlmodd^^^U ^ 1 ^^ h * SNe pbew 

recieved Amelia, then Orta aftJwarS v r ■> Ga # alJs of Etruria. Firll he 
Borders of Tufcia belonging to the LombardslisiTthe l”/ 1 ^ j! ensth thr °ugh the 
Thence returned he 

ceilion. 
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ceflion. And thefe things were thustranfaiSled in the Tenth Indidtion, if we believe Sc ~T 
Anaftajius who was Library keeper to fome of his Succeflours. 

50. Ltutprand did this while did not forget Godefcalck, who both had feized on Gode-fchalc^ 
?? e PV tc by of Beneyentum without his leave, and had alfifted Trafemund alfo in Dei - (emus. 
his Rebellion. Having rid his hands of Trafemund, he led an Armv aaainft him Nam ? cum 
but he durft not abide his coming, but refol ved to fly into Greece, whidt as he at- 
tempted, and had put lus Wife and Houfoold-fluft into the Ship when he himfelf w,7uWwoi 
was to go aboard he was killed by thofe Citizens of fieneventum, that bore pood ^ 7 “'' 
wUl to Gifu/f and his Wife efcaped fafeto Conftantinople wdth all foe had. Liut i"Nw&Jla- 
prand coming to the City reltored Gifulf his Nephew to the Title and Office o ff™ /0 >Fa 
Duk^ whom he had formerly removed for l.rs Youth and Inability to govern • dSdt&iim 
The following year and the eleventh Indi&ion, as Anaftajius allures us, either imna- D, ““- 

tient of reft, or out of an ambitious defire of farther Conqueft, he again invadedS'‘i ,i :l' 
the Exarchate^ and having taken Casfena, openly Ihewed that he intended once 
invades again moreto beMafter of Ravenna. Eutychtus the Exarch, as well as John the Arch-bi- 
.he Exarchate, foop, with the Citizens and the Cities of Tentapohs and ^ Emilia knowing them 
felves too weak to make refiftence, betook themfelves to Zachary, , whofe authority 
they knew to befo facred and inviolable with the King, that lie would deny him 
nothing. He lent a Meflage to him to reflore Cafena , and to leave the Exarchate 
in repofe, and it being rejedied, he himfelf made a Journey firft to Ravenna and 
thence to Pavia, where he caufed the King to conquer his Inclinations, to reftore 
£<*?/<?#*, and promife not any more to offer violence to the Exarchate. The Billion 
foordy after his Return (of which, as alfo his Journey, Paul the Deacon makes no 
mention, though by reafon of the Age he liv’d in he could not be ignorant of fo 
notable a matter) had News brought him of the fodden death of Littprand, who 
Liutpraud left this life after he had reigned one and thirty Years and feven Months. A man 
of great worth, if his extreme thirft after Conqueft and Domination be excepted 
though Paul to other great Commendations adds this, Thathe was a lover of Peace* 
whichmuft bereftram’dto what he coucludeshis Book with, that with thesreateft 
care ^ 1 e ptelerved Peace with the Franks and Avares. For together with his I ife 

2 KSSfgJSrf ?o t e Aas ° f H ^ was Deacon of^he . 

mil endeth Chitfchof Forum Juln,, in the Territories of which Leuphis liis Great Grandfather’s A- 

with him. Father featal himfelf, when with the Lombards his Country-men he came into 

Italy He dying there, left five Sons who were all taken away into Captivity by SSfi? 
^Avares at that time, that Romilda the Wife of Gifulf betrayed Forum Juliim- HmcLiupman 
to the hands of their King. Of thefe five only Lupicis returned into the place of va ~ 

A°!h he Circumftances ofhisReturn, let the Reader if he lift 
confolt the Aufooitf himfelf) where he married and begat a Son named Arichis. idem ^odLi- 
Tlus Artchts had a Son named Warnefrid who by Theudelinda his Wife had our Hi- ufl'c^ 
ftorian, Cbefides another Son called Arichis) whom we can eafily believe to have wAe-fiTd, 
been a lombard by defeent, though he had not told us. For Jornandes, the Hiftori- CU P 0S t acis - 
^ ^, theman l her of their writing, fofficiently difcover 
^oceS^ 11131 affe ^ 10n wiuc h men bear to the Stocks from whence they 

umrandhis „ 5 *- Ltutprand being dead Hildeprand or Hildebrand his Nephew (i. e his Vide Sin. 
Nephew fuc- Grandfon, as Sigonius mterprets it) focceeded him in the Government, whom be- nium ' 
mg formerly chofen by the People he had confirmed, as we formerly ihewed. But 
DtDnf . ms^former Efedfion and Confirmation were not of foch moment with the Lombards 
Kellis made ' wh T th f y themfelves had made the choice, after feven* 

Kmg J^t^ 5 t ^ ey depo / ed j lim , and made R mg m room Rachis the Duke of Forum 

u h V u mU( f\ Rachis with univerfalapplaufehaving 
afcended the Throne, foewed that though he was fit for War, yet lie defired Peace- 
and became the great Patron of Churches. And in the fecond year of his Reign 
finding tteLa wsCnotWithftanding the feveral Alterations made by his Predeceffours) 
be fummoned all the Judges of the Lombards, bothoutof Auftria 
f£j* ei i rta ' and f cording to their Judgment and Approbation, amended and 
He corretf ft ^ fauk y or d efe<ftive. The year which followed this, being rhe fe- 

the Laws. a°^ Re, S n » ^ tlie firft of March , and the fourteenth Inditftion he publifoed 

Amendments with aProeme, wherein he takes notice how Rothair, Grimoald 
had taken f be fame care before him; but he having 
ferioufly confidered of what they had publifoed, found fome things good, anf 
th A n § S fit to }> e 'WB* and corrected. Some five years he fplnt in the 
Smdres of Peace and Laws, and then a fit of War took him, being no longer able to 
fobfift without fome Martial Diversions. He invaded Pentapolis, where S having at 

thQ. 



6 2 The Kingdom of the Lombards in Italy, Contemporary Part IV. 

Se< 5 t. A, the ftfft onfet taken moft of the Towns, he palled thence into the Dukedom of 
Rome , and the Territories belonging to the Bifliop, and laid clofe Siege to Perujia. 

Mate Waron The Emperonr wasfar off, and leemed not much to regard how matters went in 
Ita h' The Exarch had Will enough, but wanted Might to proteift the Borders of 
v his own Jurifciidlion; much more to give afliftence to his Neighbours at a diftance. 

Zachary therefore faw it was incumbent upon him, feeing he could not doe it by 
force, "to try if he could drive the danger farther from himfelf by his Authority, 
and undertake another Journey, his former having beenlo luccefsfull. 

5z. He came to Racbis as he lay incamped before Perufia , and there forely 
laid the Law unto him, urging how unbecoming, not to fay wicked, a thing it was 
for a Catholick Prince, and one who had been lb eminent a Law-maker to invade 
that to which he had no right, to injure other Chriftians, vvho had never by any 
Mifdemeanour provoked him, and elpecially violate the Goods and Pofieflions of 
St. Peter. He is laid to have made fo copious and convincing an Oration concer¬ 
ning Juflice and Oppreflion, and the Rewards and Punilhments of another 
World, that Racbis not onely raifed the Siege from before Perttfia , but reftored the 
l’erfwaded by places he had taken in Pentapolis: Nay,the Prefence and Authority of the Bijhop had 
reftores^aT he * uc h ^credible influence upon him, that taking his Wife and Daughter along with 
re ores a , j je mu ft ne eds the following year go to vifit him at Rome , where he took 

Mj«Jc UmS Orders ifom the hands of Zachary , and became a Monk in the Monaflery of St. Be- 

0,1 nediti at Cajftnum • his Wife and Daughter bellowing themleives in a Nunnery not 

far off, of their own founding. Thus Zachary made Monks of Kings much at 
the fame time, one at his own defire, and another fore againll his will, at the 
Suggeflion and Importunity of others ; one by his own Resignation, and another 
at the ambitious lolicitation of other perlons: For this very year, as Sigonius a.d. 750. 
reckons, did he by his Authority declare Chilperick King of the Franks , to be no 
King, and Pipin the Major of the Palace to enjoy the Title, as well as the Power; 
after which Chilperick was depofed, and thruft into a Monaflery. But Racbis ha¬ 
ving thus outed himfelf after he had reigned about fix years, the Lombards meet- 
His Brother ing together chofe Aiftulf his Brother to fucceed him, a man as fit for the place 
»™de as an y } both in refpeCt of his Wifedom and Courage. Yet in the beginning of his 
‘ v Reign he followed the footfteps of his Brother, preferring Peace before Martial 
Actions, and was perfwaded by Stephen the Bifliop of Rome, to enter into a League 
with his Church for forty years: Nofooner had he taken upon him a Royal Crown, 
but Anfelme the Duke of Forum Julii, whofe Siller Gifeltrade he had married, re¬ 
nounced his Ducal Coronet, and entred into a Monaflery; into whofe place Pe¬ 
ter the Son of Munichis was preferred. 

53. But Aiftulf having fetled well his matters, in the fpace of two years, had 
then as refllefs a fit upon him as Liutprand or Racbis his Predeceflours, and as 
violent a paflion for inlarging his Dominion. After the example of Liutprand he 
refolved to fet firfl upon the Exarchate , becaufe he thought Conftantine the Em- 
perour did not much concern himfelf with the Affairs of Europe , and if hefliould, 
lie could Jeaft doe it at this time when he was engaged in another War, and all 
Greece and Aft a were iniferably wafted by a raging Peftilence. With greater pre- 

Faiis upon parations than ever formerly had been made he marched to Ravenna , and with all 
fyvewia. t j le ft ren g t h t [ le L om b ar d Kingdom could afford, fet upon it. Eutychius who was 
{till Exarch there made all the refiftence he poffibly could, arming the Towns¬ 
men, oppofing force to force, and ftrategem to ftrategem, till feeing the Town 
exhaufted and no hope of any fuccours from abroad, he refolved to yield, and 
without any hope of recovering the place as formerly, withdrew himfelf into 
which being Greece. The Head of the Exarchate or Metropolis being thus taken, all the infe- 
taken, n 0U r Members eafily were reduced to the fame condition, together with Penta - 
pelts. So here ends this Government of the Exarchs, or Lieutenants of the Em- 
The Exar- perours which had preferved, in an eminent height of luftre and dignity, a fliew 
dute fails, and reprefentation of the ancient Roman Empire, lor near two hundred years, 
from the time that Narfes left his Employment. And here doth the conftant Do¬ 
mination or Empire of Revenna receive its period, which began at fuch time as a. d. 75?. 
Honorius removed his Seat from Rome to this City. 

54. Now did the Kingdom of-the Lombards comprehend all Italy, Rome onely, 
and v the Roman or Pontificial Dominions excepted. Aiftulf being Mafter of the 
Exarchate and Pentapolis , notwithstanding the League made with Stephen, grud¬ 
ged that fo good a lhare of the Countrey Ihould be kept from him, and eafily 
made himfelt bcleive he had a Title to it, feeing the Exarch formerly had Autho¬ 
rity as well over the Romans as others, and how they came to be abfolved from 

their 
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th°ir obedience to the Emperour, whofe Succeflour by right of War he \va?, he Sedt. 4. 
could not well fee; notwithftanding theHerefie that had been laid to the charge^ 
of Leo and rhe pretended power challenged by Gregory and his Succeflours ot 
difpofing of other mens Eftates. In the fourth month therefore after the making 
of the League he entred with an Army the Territories of Narnia , which Town 
he prefently took , and thence fent to the Bilhop to let him know that he would 
by Arms reduce their Countrey and City to his abfolute obedience, except they 
would yeild to pay him a yearly tribute of a golden Solidus for every Head. The 
Bifliop being extremely ftartled at the Meflage, fent two Abbats of good Report 
back to him, to put him in mind of the League he had lately made, and by all 
Arguments and Perfwafions to move him not to commit fo perfidious, and other- 
wile wicked an ad as he was about; and befides they went not empty handed: 
but the King rejected both the Meflengers and their Prefents. Stephen upon the 
fjrft Irruption made by Aiftulf into the Exarchate had difpatched away his Letters 
to Conftantine to let him know what the Lombard defigned, and to remonftrate 
to him how pernicious it would be to his Empire, and how great a blot would 
lye upon his memory to all pofterity if he fuffered thefe Dominions in Italy tote 
loft The year after came John a Silentiary with Letters from the Emperour, 
written both to die King and the Bifliop, whom Stephen fent away with his own 
Brother Paul to Aiftulf, who then wintred at Ravenna , joyning with Conftantine 
in this requeft, that he would reftore fuch Places as he had already taken, and re¬ 
move the danger from thofe which had reafon to apprehend an impending mif- 

<$. To this he onely faid, that he would return anfwer to the Emperour by 
an Ambafladour of his own, which the Bifliop underftanding, fent to Conftantine 
the fecond time, to let him know that Intreaties would doe noth ng, and that 
therefore he was obliged in honour, by virtue of the Dignity whicli he bore, 
with Arms and Force to reduce the proud Lombard into order. No fooner were 
Aiftulf in- the Meflengers difpatched, but Aiftulf was in the Bowels of the Roman Territo- 
vadesthej*?- r - eSj ^4^ he wafted with Fire and Sword, took their Towns, led away the 
man Ternto- int0 Captivity, and now at length removed to the City it felf, where 

he denounced Ruine and Servitude, both to the Romans and their Prelates, ex¬ 
cept they would yeild up both their Cities and their own Perfons into his Power. 

The Bifliop in fo great a ftrait, after his Prayers made, bethought himfelf of Fo* 
reign Aid, forafinuch as there was none could be hoped for out of Italy . He re- 
membred the obligations which Zachary Ills Predeceflour had put upon Pipin 
the new King of the Franks, by procuring him no lefs than the Kingdom, at 
leaft it was believed that it came by his means. He chofe out a trufty servant, 
who in the habit of a ftranger efcaped by the Lombards and got to Pipin, with 
this Errand, “That die Bilhop would gladly meet him in fomeiale and convenient 
« place, but feeing he was Befieged and could not come at him, he defired he 
“ would fend his Ambafladours to procure him liberty to come to his prefence. 
pipin was very willing to pleafure him, not fo much our of gratitude to his See, 
for what Zachary had done ( by whofe authority and reputation the depofition 
of Chilperick , a thing not to be believed had been made juft and lawfull, though 
he had nothing committed which deferved fo great a cenfure, and the fault was 
not? bus that was obje&ed againft him ) as inforecaft to ferve himfelf of this pre- 
fent Plhe in the behalf of his two Sons, Charles and Carloman , to fettle the Suc- 
ceflion upon them. Glad of fuch an occafion, he fent a Duke and an Abbat on 
the Embafly, who met with John the Silentiary, returned back with the Bifliops 
Meflengers from Conftantinople , and joyning with him obtained leave for Stephen 
to come forth of the City. On the twenty fecond of OBober, thefeventh Indic¬ 
tion he came forth, and with the Ambafladours took the way for Pavia, to 
which when he approached, Aiftulf fent a Meflage to him, requiring that he 
Ihould not ask of him Ravenna , or the Exarchate, or any thing which had been 
taken by the Lombards , “ yet not affrighted he ceafed not to importune him to 
“ reftore what lie had unjuftly got from other men, and particularly Ravenna the 
« Seat of the Empire in Italy ; which the very Barbarous Alboin and Authair 
“ had fpared, left he Ihould be branded by Pofterity, with more odious Epithetes 
“ than thofe of Heathen and Heretick. The Ambafladours of Conftantine made 
the fame demand , but Aiftulf was deaf to all their charmes, and very unwilling¬ 
ly , as he had reafon, permitted the Bifliop to goe for France. 

The Bifoop of s6 On the fourteenth of November he fet forward toward the Alpes, and 
to FrJjKvL. 1 "* coming to Pipin , eafily prevailed with him to undertake a War with the Lom¬ 
bard 
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4- for the Church, and the Redemption of the Exarchate ,* and becaufe one ' ' 

Sa turn requires another he was prevailed with to flay till Winter was over 
and the Army could be ready to march, and in the mean time to anoint Kings 
the more effe<auall y » recommend them to the 
lcoplc. n Al ft ul f *h this while as a Man unconcerned about War, applied himfelf 
\ igoroufly to the Affairs of Peace, making another Amendment of the Edi(2 or 
body of Lav s formerly publifhed, and fo oft amended by his Predeceflours. “ In 
the Preface be figmfierh, that having ferioufly weighed what had been done bv 
mem ; he found fame tilings wanting, which defe* was the Original of great 
« 5- r ^ Ur J Therefore in the fifth Year of his mofl happy Reign, in the Name 
t of God on the firft day of March, the feventh Indkfticn . having called toge- 
« * f erbls s from the feveral Parts of his Kingdom, he caufed to be affixed to 
« S Ca r e ? ° f T the J Edl 2l u j?2 r ree “ cd j uft to h’ s Excellency, and agreeable to the 
mind of the Lord. The Biffiop of Rome , being all this while in France, fell fide, Qj,cP recc > 
and therefore the Expedition was put oft till the Montlrof Auguft, wherein he^ 
anointedI/W his Wife and both their Sons. Then in Order to his Return fin- 

aUns^rft r SS ’ T d Sub *?*? fu/Hc . ient, y propenfe to gratiffe him, whereas 
at his ffrft coming he had fo worded it, that Pi pin underftood the Exarchate was 

nrnTSf 0 the Commonwealth or Empire, now making ufeof his time he 
turned his Tale, and though he had fo much preached the Docftrine of Reftitu- ** exemt »»* 
tion to the right Owners, unto Aiftulf- lie contended that neither the Exarchate ZTeiinlZ 
nor pentapohs was to be reftored to the Emperour, for this reafon, becaufe Conftan- & tiifluifm, 
tine was unworthy to have any thing to doe in Italy , who had forfaken it, and t uU -° * ulit > 

Dutv of ^ thC < C h rd \ ? f ° be WouId *fcharge theSZSr. 

n n ^ °1 3 ° ia ? luil , n > °. 1 c °nfolt his Souls Health, or give any reward to the tera ' loca i mi 
tWT jSz/v^mrl’rl^? d undergone. end the patas he had t Jen for theg™d %£& 
f J.and the Church, he foould grant both the Countries to St. Peter. He Sigon.de 
lo pi evaded upon Pipin, that he openly promis’d, that in cafe it pleafed God to Itali<e - IiL t 

Remiliion of his Sins, h eKlTrM. 
uld takeaway the Exarchate, and Pentapolis from the Commonwealth of rMBr **■“*■ 
Rome, and dehver them to St. Peterjmd his Succetfours, to be pofleflcd by them for ^‘ pfe 

SS InZ n U } ?f. CIcrk 1° record - a °d confirmed it farther by £wn^“ 
v ath, and the Oaths ol Ins two Sons, Charles and Carloman then prefent tam Iealu 

57 : During the Preparations for War, we are told that Aiftulf wasonrpondo tutela ! n >® 

neithc^if^ UnCd ’ andwitb S r< : at gifts allured to furrender the Cities,* but when 
neither a ifts nor intreaties would prevail, in the eighth Jndicftion, Pi pin caufed his f errd/ f e P' 
bc ?, ,n thelr mar 5 h throu Sft the Territories of Vienna. Now again it a£%Z 
pleafed the Biihop out of his Abhorrence of the EfTufion of Bloud, and hope that in Tt * ,ia f m ~ 
he might by the report of fo great an Army be frighted into a Compliance to pvt' 

n A f ul [' 1 t0 i- n , vite him to doe by fair means, what elfehe fliould vSmZLu 
be compelled By the AmbafTadours of Pipin he fent his Letters wherein bv the °^ ium ^ 
an , d *>*-dM*y Of Judgment it Ids hTShS fc 

frchurch^and'rifr' b0Ud ’ he ,f ou ‘ d , retlore wI >« he had taken to the Ho- 
rcfufed in doe 1 ^ , t hF C °5‘ mon ''; ea ltil.of the Romans. This he obffinately again 
refufed to doe, adding Threats both againft Stephen, Pipin, and his Followers 
Pifm then proceeding towards Italy, lent a Party to tlie to fee on the 

fine tlie ?“• P f T ffig f’ ""h"* Ai Mf underfunding, and Jefpi- 

i-t,vi F a,lks , for the * Number, with a Multitude of his I»W4e he¬ 
fted thither, and very confidently fell upon them,* but the Franks having the Ad 

r t lC , Gr °? ld ‘ and bein S a Part y of choice Men picked out fo warmly 
receive^ W that they made great flaughter of his Men, which henof endu foa 

r m • on L p v T y Vay 5° Pa ™> there & to abide the StoJm that was mmS 

SSH andwith thc^Accidentf *"> . m ^ ch ? d , on ^hout any Moleftftio^ 

vades Italy. . Ac ^aents ulually accompanying fuch Invaffons, came and fate down 

before Pavia, whence perceiving that the King would not ftir, he liarS the 
. , f Coumrey roundabout, and made his fiege as llrait as could be ^Sfeefog 
aXPIT I 1 ™ advanta f pother had againft him, within a fhort fpace though/it belt 
Term*. f V t ierC i m lt: Was a S rcecl > that by a corporal Oath lie fliould 

had th ? E l Xarcl ^ te c Wlth P en tapolis, and whatfoever other Places he 

ad taken, and for farther Confirmation hereof, give up forty Hoftages which 

rernr/pn 6 } nl ° Fraace - This done, Pipin, though in the middle of Winter 
SS l£Z n ey> and Stefbm the B ‘ fh °P with great Joy 


58 . They 
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58. They being returned and the Tempeft quite blown over, Aiftulf repented Sc£t. 4. 
of what he had done, and was fo far from delivering up the Places, that gathe- '✓vv 
ring an Army together at Ravenna, he brake into the Roman Territories, and do- 
ingtherein all violence poffible came before the City, having feized on Narnia, 

which not long before he had reftored. He thought that Pipin, having already 
difehargedthe Duty of a Friend, would no more pafs over the Alpes in behalf 
of the Bifhop; who, having quite other thoughts, fent away hisMeflengers by Sea, 
that they might have a more fafe and fpeedy paftage, by all things facred con¬ 
juring the King, that he would make good what he had promifedto St. Peter. 

Pipin in great wrath denounces War afrelh, and for that purpofe makes new’Le- 
jiiflulf again vies, which Aiftulf hearing and furprized with the News, after three Months 
for fear of pi- p ie g e R ome ^ an d hurries away to defend his own Quarters. It was now Au- 

pnqmsKome. tumn ^ -piph being in a readinefs began his march, and paffing the Alpes 
with little Difficulty, came and befieged Aiftulf in Pavia, as formerly- It was 
not yet known at Rome , that he had palled the Mountains, where were arrived 
from the Emperour two AmbafTadours, George a Protonotary and John the Silenti- 
ary, _ who were to deal with Pipin about refloring the Exarchate and Pentapolis to 
the Empire; for they had heard at Conftantinople, how the Roman Bifhop had been 
tampering about them. From Rome they ftreight departed for Marfeilles, where 
being arrived, they had News of Pipin s being in the Territories of the Lombards. 

Stephen had alfo fent his Meflengers with them, whom, becaufe they might pro¬ 
bably hinder his bufmefs, George caufed his Fellow John there by fome Arts to de¬ 
tain, and he went before to Pavia, where having Audience of Pipin , he delivered 
his Meftage as advantageoufly as he could. But Pipin with the greateft Piety 
( fo the Bilhop's Favourers write) anfwered, that by no humane Rewards he was 
induced to doe what he did, but inflamed with a defire of procuring the Favour 
of Almighty God, he had received the Church of Rome into hisTroteiftion, per- 
fwading himfelf it was for the Health of his Soul, and would avail for the Re- 
miffion of his Sins. In cafe he fhould recover the Exarchate and Pentapolis , he 
had fwom to deliver them to St. Peter, and his Succeflours; and by no reafons 
or Arguments whatfoever would be drawn from being as good as his word, and 
difeharging his Duty. 

59. In the mean time Aiftulf was clofely befieged, and fo much ftraitned, that 
fearing the Effedts of a Storm, he fent out to Pipin his Plenipotentiaries to make an 
Agreement, who offered not onely to reftore the Exarchate and Pentapolis , but 

And gives up comachim alfo to redeem his Peace. Pipin accepted of their Propofals, and the 
and Agreement was ratified by Oaths, and giving up of new Hoftages 5 which dotie, 

lit to the Bi- Pipin again furrendred the Exarchate and Pentapolis to St. Peter , and his Suc- 
ceflours to be held by them for ever, and commanded Inftruments of the'Do¬ 
nation to be drawn accordingly. Leaving Fulrade the Abbat to receive all a- 
greed on from Aiftulf and to put them into the Bifhop’s Hands • he fhortly after 
departed into France. Fulrade going with the Commiffioners of Aiftulf, recei¬ 
ved all the Cities of the Exarchate and Pentapolis from their Hands, except Fer- 
raria , Faventia and Calallum, and having from every one of them Hoftages, he 
took along with him to Rome the Principal Inhabitants, and he laid up the Keys 
of the feveral Cities together with the Inftruments of the Donation in the Con- 
feffion of St. Peter. Now to underftand rhefe matters more clearly, the Reader 
The cities of may Imow, that in the Exarchate were comprifed thefe Cities: Ravenna, Eono - 
the Exarchate. n j a ^ j mo i ai Faventia, Forum Popilii, Forum Ltvii, Ceefena, Bolium, Ferraria, Co- 
WPentapolis. wachim, Adria, Ficolie and Galellum. Pentapolis contained thefe: Arimihum, Pi- 
' fouram. Concha, Fanum, Senogallia, Ancona, Auximum, Humana, oAEftum, Forum 
Sempronii, Mons Feretri, Vrbinum, the Balnenfian Territory, Calles, Luceoli and' 
Euguhium,w\xh. the Forts and Territories to thefe Cities belonging, all which had 
afterward the Name of the Marquifate of Ancona. But thus the Bifhop of Rome 
became poflefled of other Mens Goods, the Reader fees how, and for what Rea¬ 
fons the Emperour the Right owner was deprived, by what Arts and Devices is 
alfo nlarlifeft. Stephen committed the Government of Ravenna to the Arch-bifhopj 
and the Tribunes of the City, whereupon the Archbifhop afterward wrote himfelf 
Exarch. As for Aiftulf who was but juftly compelled to furrender, having had as 
little right to thefe Eftates as he who now poflefled them; we are told that the . . 
following year he fpent in Confultations how to break the Agreement, arid to- 7jr& 
ward the end of it, being in hunting either thrown by his Horfe, or as others 
■Aifhdf dies, wrote wounded by a wild Boar died within a few days after, whofe Atftions we 
might-poffibly have had related with more favourable Circumftances, had either 

R Paul 
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Sccfi. a. Ta:il Deacon continued his Hiftory fo far, or any other of his Nation written 
h s Idle, or any indifferent Pen had tranfmitted thefe Revolutions to Pofteritv. 

But Paul living in the time of Charles the Great, the Son of Pipin, when it was 
a Crime to write any thing well though truth of the Lombards , (for loofers in 
thefe cafes of Conqueft have not leave to talk) durft not burn his fingers by 
medling with matters of fo late concernment; and therefore wifely left oft where 
thefe tilings began, which brought deftrudtion to the Lombard Kingdom. His 
Countreymcn ior. the fame Reafon were all filent. They onely were Publifliers 
of thefe tranfiuftions, who were joyncd both in their Affections and Interefts 
witli the Prevalent Party. 

bo. Now was Aifiulj dead, and none left to whom the Kingdom by right of 
SuccC’Ton or Inheritance appertained. Therefore Defiderius, who had been his 
Cof ' !es Sjab/di, or Mailer of the Horfc,as alfo promoted to the Dukedom of Tufcia 

hi :^.. let up for himfeif by the favour and alliftence of the People of that Ccuntrey! 

Rachis was ftili living, and fo enraged at his Exaltation, that he exchanged his 
holy Zeal for Indignation, and purpofed to leave adting the part of a Monk, and 
realiiime his former drefs of Royalty • and he wanted not either Advifers or 
Affiftents to fuel) an Undertaking, the Inhabitants of Liguria, Emilia and Fe- 
netia, flocking to him. Dejtderins hereat flartled, as being in.danger, not cneiy 
to mifs of the Kingdom, but to loole his Dukedom too, took the ri^ht courie 
to prevent both the one and the other : He betook himfeif to Stephen °the Roman 
Bilhop, and bargained with him to rchore Faventia , Calallim and Ferraria, 
which Aifialf had Hill kept in his hands, if either by his Arms or Authority he 
could maintain him in his poflefiion of the Kingdom. The Bifliop having com¬ 
municated the matter to Fulrade , the Abbat, refol\'ed to attempt the thing, and 
fending him with his Brother Paul into Etruria , made a firm League and Alliance 
with Defiderius, and admoniihed Rachis now the Monk, to hold him to his pre- 
font courfe of life, and not disturb him whom lie had named King and taken for 
his Alley and Confederate. And if all Ihould fail, Fulrade had got an Army of 
Franks and Romans together, to difpute the Controverfie by dint of Sword So 
Rachis gave over his Enterprise, and therewith the Lombards of his Party being 
difeouraged, Defiderius enjoyed what he had get; and going to Pavia, where he 
fclcmniy entred upon the Government, he rettored Faventia , Caballum and Fer- 
rana, to tiie Church, according to Articles. Not long after died Stephen on the 
twenty fifth of April, a man ever to be had in remembrance by his Succeffours 
for Ins inriching his See with the goodly Poffeflions of the Exarchate and Pen- 
tapolis, to be compared (as Sigonius writes) with Gregory, firnamed Dialogus, who 
procured.for it the Dutcliy of Rome. 

61. Paul his Brother fucceeded liim, and renewed the League made with Defi- 
derius, who, in the third year of his Reign, took his Son Adulgife to be his Part¬ 
ner in the Kingdom. Gifulf the Duke of Beneventum dying, he bellowed the 
Dutchy on Agarifme , who had married his Daughter Adelperga. For feverai 
years he bore himlelf with great refpeCt to the Roman Church, and with a mind 
lo devoted for Religious matters, that his own Daughter Anjilberga, he made Ab- 
beisof an Abby oi his own founding, and otherwife he Ihewed himfeif a great 
Patron' of that Profe/Eon. Thus he continued for fome ten years, and then 
they tell us he began to lhew himfeif another man; as if Ambition had been he¬ 
reditary to thefe Lombard Kings. Fault lie Bifliop dying, he caufed a Schifm to 
be made by the illegal promotion of one Confiantine , and when this Device was 
irunrated, by the means of Chrifiopher the Primicerius. (or Afleflor to the Bifliop, 
as yps thc Secundicerius alfo, they fitting next to the Duke of the City) who to : ' 

remove the'athmn caufed Stephen the Third to be Canonically cliofen, he him- 
S ,f . under a fliew of Devotion, and there dealt with Ajffiarta the 

Duke of the City, toaccufe Chrifiopher and his Son the Secundicerius of fome 
ieigned Crime, and then having feized and made them away, to imprifon or 
drive thence the moll Eminent Citizens,, and fo to tame the reft, as that they 
Ihould not have courage to attempt any confiderable matter: At the Inftance of 
Bertrade Wife to the late Pipin of France, he gave his Daughter to Carloman o ne 
ot Herrons, or rather two of his Daughters to her two Sons, for both ahTaffir- 
med to have married this way. About two years after Carloman died, whofe 
Widow Berta finding her felf and young Sons not treated after the heft fajfhion 
by Charles his Brother, they came into Italy to her Father, who was vehemently 
mcenicd agamft Charles, for putting away his other Daughter ; and, defitous to 
unbrace any occafion of revenge, purpofed to get the Boys Confecrated Kings by 
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the new Roman Bilhop. One of thefe things lie hoped would follow: Either he Sect. 41 
jiiould thereby procure an ill underftanding betwixt Charles and the Bifliop, or v>“y-n s , 
Ibme Tumults and Stirs in France, which would prefent him with a fit opportu¬ 
nity of conquering Rome and all Italy. ,~o, t a 

6 z. But not knowing how Adrian , at prefent Pope, Hood affected, lie would hrlt 
try him, whether he would renew the League. He anfwered, he was willing 
to have all Chriftians his Friends, and the Lombards amongft the reft, upon thole 
terms, whereon their Predeceflours had founded their Alliance; but as fov Defi¬ 
derius, he had learnt fo much of his falfenefs from Stephen , who had lately oc¬ 
cupied that See, that he could not truft him; and when the Ambafladours pro- 
mifed with Oath, that he fliould give him full fatisfa&ion; he faid, that he 
would return Anfwer by Meliengers of his own. Defiderius judging by this 
Reply, that he was not to be trufted, would get by force what he could not 
obtain by Intreatics; and when Adrian had not fate two full Months, he brake in- 
Defiderim to t ii e Exarchate, where he fpeedily took Ferraria, Comachim and Faventia ; 
theExarchate. making open fliew that he would attack Ravenna it felf. Adrian having notice 
lent order to his Meliengers that were on their way, as far as Perufium , to make 
demand of the places lately taken. The King anfwered, that if the Bifliop would 
come to him he ihould command him; which he refufing to doe, he in great 
wrath invaded Pentapolis • where he wafted the Countrey belonging to Senogaltia, 
es£fium, Monsferretri , Vrbinum, Eugubium , and other Cities, killing the princi¬ 
pal Inhabitants of Bleda, who were gone out to reap their Corn, and carrying 
away much booty and Captives. Ocriculi alfo, within the Borders of Rome, un¬ 
derwent the fame and worfe fortune. Hereupon the Bilhop fent to him the Ab¬ 
bat of St. Vincent, with twenty Monks of great Reputation for their SanCtity, 
who coming to Pavia caft themfelves at his feet, and befought him with many 
tears, to give over thofe violent courfes, and reftore fuch Places as he had taken 
from the Church. To them he anfwered as before, that he would doe both if 
Adrian would come to him. 

63. To this purpofe he fent Ambafladours of his own, who defired a meeting. 

Adrian made a iolemn and religious Proteftation, that if lie would but reftore 
the Towns of St. Peter, lie would either give him a meeting at Rome, or where 
elfe he pleated, and confult with him for the quiet and Repofe of Italy ; and if 
he did not,it fliould be lawfullfor him to re-invade the Places at his plealure. Butin 
cafe he would not reftore them, he would never lee his face, and he fent two to 
receive the Cities; but having protefted die fame, they received the fame Anfwer 
as before. After their return others were fent, whom he refufed to fee, and with 
great threats difmifled, that lie would bring Ills Army before Rome. Adrian riien 
looking for extremity, caufed the City to be fortified as well as it might be, 
and as Stephen his Predeceflour had done, refolved to advertife Charles the King 
of the Franks fo. what eftate he was, and to defire his afliftence. “He fent one Peter 
“ by Sea to intreit liim that, after the Example of his Father and Grandfather, he 
“ would fiiccour the Church now in diftrefs, and the City of Rome , which was 
“ threatned with deftru&ion. The caufe of fo wicked an undertaking he told him 
“ was palpable, to compell him to anoint the Sons of Carloman , which how it 
“ flood with his Concernments he left it to him in his wifedom to judge. To this 
Crimination Defiderius anfwered in an EdiCt which he fent to Grimoald the Count . . . 
of Viterbium, wherein lie Ihewed he had well deferved of Italy, * contrary to 

what Adrian had laid to his charge. He reckons up many places built and re- Tufcia dejhu- 

paired by him, and concludes, that this is not to deftroy Etruria , as Adrian accu- 

feth him, who refuleth Peace offered by him. He commands therefore Grimoald', cuptfiiadrYfi- 

tliat fo long as Peace continueth doubtfull, he order all the Souldiers of Tufcia to nus Pap.t,v.un 

be in Arms, and to furnilh them with Provifions and Pay plentifully, that they 

may not onely be ready to receive an Enemy, but prepared alfo to make an Inva -fundaments, 

lion. And he requires him not to burthen the People with new Exactions. Vide sj- 

64. Adrian his Meflenger got lafe to Charles, and eafily obtained a promife to ' 

ftand by his Mafter in all Ills difficulties whatfoever; for Charles remembred non cjlEtru- 
what advantages his Anceftours had got by adhering to the Church of Rome, and rianulejlruere, 
had no reafon to hope lefs than any of them, confidering how the World went at 

this time. He lent to Defiderius requiring him to reftore to the Bifliop what was yd pace,n ut- 
belonging to him, who promifed to give him full fatis faction ; but lie wasrefol 
ved to try another courfe. Taking liis Son Adulgije along with him, with his,,• quiretibi 
Daughter Berta and her Sons, in a peaceable manner he went towards Rome , un- (Srirmalde 
der pretence of paying a Vow at the Sepulchres of the Apoftles, which when lie ^rbunfisfrje- 
K 7. came dpimus, &c. 
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Sedr. 4. came as faras Spoletum, , hecaufed to be fignified to the Bi'hop. Adrian caufed ' 

Walls and Gates to be ftricftly guarded, forbidding he ffiould have any en¬ 
trance, and the Churches of St. Peter and St. Paul without the Walls, to be fall 
locked and barred up; which notwithftanding, when he proceeded on his way, 
lie fent to him as he lay at Interamna, denouncing unto him by all things facred* 
that without his leave he Ihould not fet his foot within the Reman Territories! 

He had before compofed a Song of heavy Curies againft him, his Family, and' 
thofe that accompanied him in his Journey. But this Denunciation caufed him 
to go back, though with an angry and revengefull mind. For now came Ambaf- 
fadours from Charles to fee whether he had fatisfied the Bifliop, who at their return 
fent fome of his own back with them, and ordered them to call upon Defiderius 
zt Pavia where they had as cool welcome, and as refolute an Anfwer, as thofe 
that had been before them. Proceeding then in their Journey, they folicited 
Charles for help to recover the Cities, which to obtain by fair means, he is faid, 
once more to have fent to Defiderius,onermg him fourteen thoufand Sol/di to fatisfie 
the Billiops pretenfions, but to no purpole ,• refolving therefore to force him to it 
for nothing, he call’d an Aflembly of his Franks, , and related to them the whole 
matter. There was none prefent who did not load Defiderius with Inve&ives 
and give his Vote for fending fpeedy relief to the Church. Then was the’ 

War refolved on, and Levies of Souldiers were made greater for number, and 
with more care and accuratenefs than ever formerly had been known, which 
clearly fignified to any intelligent Perfons, that how fpecious foever their pre¬ 
tences were , the Franks buckled themfelves to this Expedition, not fo mucli for 
Relief of the Church, as to put a Period to the Kingdom of the Lom- 

65. The whole Army coming to the Rendezvous at Geneva , Charles divided 
it into two Parties, whereof the one he committed to the Condudt of his 
Uncle Bernard , and the other he led himfelf another way. Defiderius having 
certain Intelligence of his Motions, fent fome Troops with fpeed, to makegood 
the Straits, then did he gather out of the Dukedoms of Forum Julij, Bene - 
Spoletum, Etruria , and his whole Kingdom, a vaft Army, which he or¬ 
dered to march to Augufia and Taurinum , to give Charles Battel, in cafe 
he Ihould defcend from the Mountains. Charles drawing nigh the Alpes, 
once more (they lay) fent to him, offering him the lame Sum of 
Money as formerly, and requiring but the Sons of his Judges, as Hoftages, for 
delivery of the Towns, but he gave the fame refolute Anfwer • which received, 

Cbnrte, Kim? r V“ 5 L 0nti, | ue d their March till they came to the Straits, which they 
of the feized b y the Lombards. Charles perceiving they ftopt the Pafiage, fent 

insradet Italy, a Party over the Mountains another way, to come upon the back of Defiderius 
which Device took very well $ for it put the King into fuch a fright, that by 
Night he left his Camp and ran away, which Charles underftanding, followed 
him as fall as he might, and in the purluit killed many of his followers. But 
here we arrive at a piece of difficulty, our Authours not agreeing amongftthem- 
felves concerning what followed, though as we faid, being of the contrary Par¬ 
ty, they are no ways favourable to the poor Lombards who had no Writers to 
difcover their partiality. One faith that a great Battel was now fought in a 
Field lying betwixt Novaria and Papia, where Defiderius received a great Over¬ 
throw, and thence the place had the name of Mortaria. Others will have De¬ 
fiderius , without giving Battel, to have fled (Scarcely looking behind him all the 
way) to Pavia, where he fhut himfelf up, having ftrongly fortified the City' - . 

His Son Adulgife, with Berta and her Children, he fentto Verona, the fecond place 
for ftrength and convenience in the Kingdom. 
c ? e f? re t * me as Defiderius went towards the Alpes, we are told that fome 
of his Subje&s of Spoletum, and of the Reatines, defpairing of his Succels, went 
to Rome , and put themfelves into the hands of the Biihop, whence followed fome 
out of every City (like good Subjects doubtlefs) and in St. Peter’s Church, pro- 
ltrating themfelves at his feet, fwore perpetual Fidelity and Obedience to the 
Roman ^Church, cutting their Beards and their Hair after the falhion of the place. 

^ Was once noded *hat Defiderius was bearen back from the Straits* 
aU the reft, in a manner, fled to Rome ; where binding themfelves with the fame 
Oath, they were kindly entertained. The Biihop uling moderation, with the 
approbation of the Inhabitants, made Hildebrand Duke of Spoletum ; and to fuch 
Lombards as would dwell at Rome, he gave a place to Inhabit, which from them 
received the Name of Lombard-fireet. The Example of thofe of Spoletum, was 

followed 
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followed by the Firmani , thofe of Auximum and Ancona, with the Citizens of Se(t. 41 
the Caftle of Felicity, who cut their Hair, and furrendered themfelves into the 
Dominion of the Church. But Charles perceiving Defiderius would not fight, 
befieged him clofe in Pavia, whither he fent for his Wife and Sons; and there 
in the Camp fpent the former part of a lharp Winter, till Chriflmas was over. 

The Solemnity being paft, he committed the Siege to the care of liis Uncle 
Verona yield- Bernard, and went himfelf and beleagured Verona, where Adulgife defpairing of 
ed. holding out, fled, and went into Greece ; after whole departure the Inhabitants 

quickly furrendeied the place, and therein Berta and her Sons, into the hands of 
Charles, who we are told, fent them into France, and treated them very honou¬ 
rably ; and well he might, confidering what an Intereft they had in that Goun- 
trey. Verona being gone, upon Summons the reft of the Cities beyond the Poe, 
yielded themfelves to the Conquerour, who then returned and reinforced the 
Siege of Pavia. Eafter now began to approach, the Feaft whereof Charles had a 
great defire to celebrate at Rowe with the Biihop. Leaving the Siege to becar- 
ried on by Bernard , with a fplendid Train he took his way thither, and being 
honourably received in every place he palled, on Eafters Eve he arrived at the 
City. 

67. Adrian conceived himfelf obliged in the moft honourable way he could, 
to receive a Kingfo great, who had done fo mighty matters for the Church, and 
was in a fair way to effk& more. Firft, all the Judges went out and received 
him with Banners thirty Miles from the City. A Mile off all the Schools met 
him, the Children bearing in their hands the Branches of Palmes and Olives, and 
finging out his Commendations. The Rere was brought up by many Crols-bear- 
ers, as it was the Cuftome of old for Exarchs and Patritians to be received. 

The Biihop himfelf early in the morning, with all the Clergy and People, went 
to the Vatican Church, where fitting with his Clergy upon the Steps, he recei¬ 
ved him. Charles, as foon as he faw the Crofles, alighted from his Horfe, and 
with his Judges went the reft of the way on foot, till he came to the Steps, 
to every of which (you muft know) giving a kifs, he mounted up to the Biihop, 
by whom being lovingly received, after mutual Imbraces and Congratulatory 
Speeches, he was brought into the Church, all the Clergy finging, and calling 
him the Authour of the Publick fafety and Liberty, and merrily acclaiming, 

Blejfed is he that cometh in the Name of the Lord. Afterward with a Train 
of Billiops, Abbats, and the Followers of Charles, they came to the Confelfion, 
where proftrate on the ground, they rendred thanks to God and St. Peter for 

^ fo great a Viiftory ; which, done, the King defired he might go into the City to 
perform a Vow, and vifit the Churches, which the Biihop permitted ; each ha¬ 
ving firft fworn over the HoAy Body of the Apoftle, that he intended no harm to 
the other. Firft, he went to our Saviour’s Church in the Later one; where feeing 
the Biihop adminifter Baptifm, after a little ftay, he returned to the Vatican. 

The day following being Eafter day, he made a folemn Entry into the City, 
the fecond time being received’ by the Judges and the Roman Souldiers, and came 
to the Church of St. Mary ad Prafepe, where after Service he dined with Adrian 
in the Laterane. On the third vday in the Vatican after Prayers, the'Biihop cau¬ 
fed folemn thanks to be given hrm in an Oration. Herein the kindnefles of Pip in 
and Martell to the Roman Church were commemorated; the great Piety, Faith 
and Fortitude of the Family were glorioully fet forth, and therewith was joyned 
great Commendations of the whole Nation. It was told the Auditours that Charles 
(not in the leaft degenerating from the worth of his Anceftours) was come with 
a mighty Army againft the Enemies of the Church ; and by the help of God, 
had been as profperous as he had been ready to undertake the work. And it 
was to be hoped, that within few days all Italy would have caufe to congra¬ 
tulate his complete Vi&ory, as now both Italy and the Church gave him hearty 
rhanksfor what he had already performed. 

68. On the fourth day Charles was prefent at Service in the Church of St. Paul. 

On the fifth the Biihop procured him to meet him in the Palace of the Vatican, 
where in the prefence of their Judges he defired him to make good what Pipin his 
Father, he himfelf, and his Brother Carloman had ingaged to Stephen at Carifid- 
curn. Hereupon Charles caufed the Inftruments of the Ingagement to be read, af¬ 
terward with his Judges approved them, they containing a Grant of the Exarchate 

charfa makes and Peutapolis. Iterius his Secretary he commanded to add a new Grant, and 

a new Donati- therein to add Corfica, Sardinia, Sicily , the Territory of Saldnum , the Dukedoms' 

SJ? See of Spoletum and tufeia, with the Revenues paid formerly for thefe Dukedoms 
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Sect, to the Lombard Kings j always excepted the Royal Prerogative and Authority, 
over thei'e Dukedoms. The Inftruments of this Donation being figned with his 
own hand, and attefted by the Billiops, Abbats, and his Secretaries, he depofed 
upon the Altar of St. Peter, and in rhe Confeffion, as Monuments in time to 
come, binding by Oath himfelf and his to the obfervance of them,* and took a 
Copy of them along with him. For this Donation die Tcftimony of Anajlafius 
the Popes Library-keeper is produced, an Epiftle of Adrian himfelf to Conjlantine 
the Empcrour and his Emprefs Irene, and the Inftruments of Ludomick the Son 
of Charles , wherein it is more fully exprefled, and whence it appears that the 
Lombard Dukedom of Tufcia , comprehended the Caftle of Felicity, Orlitum , Bal- 
veoregiurn, Ferenti Caftrum , Viterbium, Marchia Tufc.ma, Populonium , Soatue and 
Rofellcv. Thefe things thus' appointed, when Charles had made a ftay of eight 
days in Rome, and in this fpace fatisfied the defires of the Church-men as well* as 
his own Curiofityjie returned to the Camp at Pavia. 

69. Here Defiderius , in a moft fortified City, refolved to hold out, knowing 
that all the Kingdom would be., loft with it, and if it were fafe the reft might 
eafily be recovered. Though there was finall hope of ftarving the place, or car- 
tying it by any ftrategem , yet the reafons that made Defiderius refolved on one 
fide, made Charles as peremptory on the other, refolving not to raife the Siege 
till he fhould have fome good account of it. But that which breaks ftone Walls, 
broke at laft the refolution of Defiderius , and broke open the Gates to the Franks, 
not oncly the Townfmen but Souldiers too, being conquered by Hunger, which 
being accompanied by a raging Peftilence, drew neceility upon the King, a thing 
too powerfull for him to withftand • fo that at laft he yeilded up himfelf, his 
Smvm lifm- W, ‘** e ancJ Children, and all he had into the Power of Charles. By fo doing, if 
feif and all "‘c believe the flourifhes of Sigonius, he was more famous, viz. byloofing his 
lie hath to Kingdom,, than either was Alboin for beginning it, or Agihdf for reducing it in- 
cihmcs. to form and order, fo much fame and favour did the greatnefs of theConqerour 
HSJSSr P rocur . e unto llini * But here xvas the P eriod of the Kingdom of the Lombards in 
hards ends, Italy, in the two hundred and ftxth year after their ieizing on that Countrey, 
the feven hundred and feventy fourth year of our Lord. However fome Bilhops 
of Rome have befpattered the Nation, and the fuccefs of Charles both eclipled 
their glory and ingaged all Pen-men on his fide and the Pope’s (fo that this late 
Revolution is deferibed to us with unworthy and unprobable circumftances on 
the Part of Defiderius ) yet were they a People very Warlike and confiderable. 

Their Domination being barbarous and cruel at firft, after they came to tafte of 
Chriftian Religion grew more mild and benign: witnefs their good and whole- 
fome Law s, whereby Theft, Robberies, Murthersand Adultery w ere feverely pu¬ 
shed, and the Liberty and Property of private men moft carefully provided 
for ; witnels the magnificent Churches, rich and fpatious Monafteries, where¬ 
with as Monuments of their Religion they adorned that part of' Italy where 
they had moft power,* the fumptuous Paiaccs and endowments of Biihopricks, 
the notable Towns they either built from the ground or repaired, the many men 
eminent for fan&ity, which they highly chcriihed; and even the Bilhopof Rome 
himfelf \yhom they greatly inriched. And though with Sigonius we conclude 
that Ambition, and a.Iuft of Reigning call: them down from the Royal height'of 
Dignity and their ancient Dominion in Italy, j et w e Ihall conclude alfo that the 
enjoyment of other mens Rights, Succefs and Conqueft, though they varniih 
over Names and Titles, to wile and fober Perfons argue neither true worth, nor 
folid Felicity. 

70. , But having lately mentioned the Laws of the Lombards, we muft not difi- 
mils them without fome farther reflexions upon that S'ubjcdh They had not 
oncly written Laws purely digefted and lupplied by their leveral Princes upon 
occafion, but cuftomary, whereby Lands and Pollellions were held by Services, 
iheie are called Feuda or Feoda , concerning which, both as to the Etymology 
° f the WOrcl and tIle ori S inaI of thc thing, opinions arc various. Some derive tile 
° ca “ ei '' word from Faida ( whence our Fewde J iignilying enmity, llrife, w ar or divi¬ 
sion* in the Tongueof the Lombards ; fome from thc.word Feedns, a League or 
Alliance • fome from Fieri, and others from Fides or Fidelitas. Accordingly 
the w ord is varioufly written lometimes, ( Feodam and Feitdam ) othcrw’iule 
Foeudum , and Fosdum alfo. Improperly figniiies a Salary, or Stipend, and Secon- 
darily, or by way of Tranflatrion, the Lands or Territories, which bj r the good 
will and bounty oi the Lord, the Vafljil enjoys in the place or room of a Sti¬ 
pend or Salary. It feems therefore to be derived from the Saxon or Teutonkk 

word, 1 
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-- ( vor d , ]-<>, yeh } or peoh, which the ancient Franks called Fe, and we at this Sect. 4. 

day Fee for fo was and is called a Salary, Stipend, or Reward. The Saxon let- 
tc / p might well be changed into &, or rather hade or hod might be added, 
which in Saxon fignifies a State, Order, or Condition. So might it be called Feo- 
dum from peohafc or peohot>, as that which waspoflefled in the quality orconaitxon 
of Reward or Stipend. So our Saxon Anceftours called the Military Order, 
cnysphc-ha& as we at this day Knight-hood, and many other tilings in like 
manner, as we now fay Father-hood, Child-hood, Man-hood, and the like. 

71 Whencefoe/er the word had its Original, the Original of the thing hath 
been ‘as much controverted ; fome derive it from die Laws andCuftoms of tne 
Romans , from their Patrons and Clients; it being the cuftome from tne time oi 
Romulus for Plebeians to make choice of certain Partitions for their Patrons to 
proteit them, as we have formerly fhewn out of Dionyfuts, they being to ierve 
them with their lives and fortunes upon occafion. In imitation of them tne Pro¬ 
vincials, and the Afifociatesof the People of Rome had their Patrons in the Senate. 

Others will have the Stipends of the Roman Souldiers in the Civil Law caked 
Militia to have refembled thefe Feuda, and fome compare the Colons Gleb* aferip- 
titii to thefe Vaftalsand Feudataries. But their opinion moft refembles the truth, 
who’ in this point of the Romans, think the Feuda to have begun under Alexan¬ 
der Sever us, at leaft under Conjlantine the Great. For Severus, as Lampridius 
the Hiftorian informeth us, to the Captains and Souldiers of the Limits, gave 
thofe grounds that had been taken from the Enemy to be poflefled by their Heirs, 
in cale they lerved in the Wars, wifely concluding that they would be more 
carefull and induftrious to defend their own ,* which Conjlantine perceiving not to 
have been praeftifed without reafon, ordered that thefe grounds lliould pafs alfo 
to the Heir called Hares Paganus, the more to oblige his Souldiers to him. But 
all thefe Remarks conclude nothing as to the Nature of the Feuda, as they are 
now received amongil the feveral Nations, being conftituted in a moveable thing, 
or inch as come near thereto, the ufe and Vtile Dominium whereof, is onely 
granted to the Client, but the Propriety or direft Dominion, neceflarily remains j uris civitiSj , 
in the Granter and his Heirs, and befides that Fidelity which the Client by oath lib. 1. cap. 6. 
promifeth to his Patron (from which the one is called Dominos, and the 
other Fidelis 1 or Lord, is referved a certain Jurifduftion over the Client 
or Vaflal in cafe he adted or omitted any thing contrary t;o their Agreement, 
and the Nature of the Adtion of a Feudum, of which there is nothing to be 
. found either in the Laws or Cuftoms of the Roman! A Perfon very eminent «*«»*> 
in his Profefiion writes, that he had looked over all Roman Treatifes, and thoie 
Books alfo'which have been written of thefe Feuda, and from them all ( a very 
few onely excepted ) he pronounces that the Feuda were utterly unknown to the 
Roman Laws, and not the leaft Footfteps of them are to be mund in that of JuJh - 
nian, but that they rofe up from the Manners and Cuftoms of other Nations alter 
the Roman Empire was ruined in the Weft. , „ - 

71. But of wlut Nations it is farther controverted. The fame learned Perlon 
is concerned for the Honour of his own, and befides him fome few others con¬ 
tend that the Feuda were introduced by the Kings of the Franks, before the Do¬ 
mination of the Lombards in Italy. It appears indeed from Gregory Turonenfis and 
others that there were Dukes and Counts which held certain Territories, and 
that there were Leudes which are interpreted Vaflals. But yet from the Nature g'&p y o}U 
of rhe Offices of thefe Dukes and Counts,- can nothing certain be concluded to 
make them Feuda; fo uncertain was their Tenure and Succellion therein, and lome 
Image or Refepnblance there might be of thefe Feudataries , but no perfed: Idea. 
of thefe Leudes. The general opinion of Authours is that the Feuda had their 
They had Original from the Lombard Kings in Italy, who, as the Reader may dilcover 
their 7 Origi- by what we have written, were wont to grant Cities, Towns and Territories to 
nai from the rf u d Captains to ufe and enjoy, the diredt Dominion ever referved to them- 
° mards ' felves. For farther Confirmation hereof, and in anftver to what is objefted on 

the French Part, there is one who proves, that the greateft part of the Cultoms, bencfic ut , u 
and moil of the words which the French themfelves ufo a ^°“^' efe J'f*' j SSblZi 
taken from th z Lombards. The words are Teutomck, and favour not onely I pranCt Can „i. 
the German Tongue , but its moft ancient Dialed* or the old Saxony whence, and 
heraufe the Lombards were a Teutonick Nation, fome will have the firft Original 

rfftSiEtaEtaL £ Gr—yitfelf, 

the Condition of Vaflals in the Story of Tacitus, which he tells concermng the Feudum . 
Comites amongft the Germans j who brought Council and Authority to the'.Prmces 
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Sed:. 4. of the Villages, and they think this adds fome force to their Conceit, that v 5 
s ^ _v '' s -' lal is derived by fome Etymologifts from the German word GeffeL by which is ex- 
prelied the Latin word Comes. 

7 3. The truth feems to be this. There was fomething of this fort of Service 
and Dependence pra< 5 tifed by the ancient Germans, which being by all the Barba¬ 
rous Teutonick Nations partly brought out of that Countrey, were mightily 
1 fA?r- ened , confirmed h y certain practices, which at that time the Neceflity 
oi Affairs put the Roman Emperours and other Princes upon. Severus and Con- 
Jtantine the Great, and after them others found it highly convenient for the 
Safety of their Territories, to bellow part of them upon Captains, and Souldiers as 
Wages, or Fees, or Rewards, and placed them upon the Borders where moll danger 
Jay, that by protecting what they now looked upon as their own, by one and the 
lame Act they might alfo defend the whole Empire. Barbarous Princes taking 
up this cuftome, as highly necefTary, formed it according to their own, and llia- 
ped it into a Service and Dependence luitable to their own German practices 
Hence came it to pals that not onely the Lombards , but in truth the Franks had 
lome Services of tlus Nature, and this is to be obferved, that thefe German Nati¬ 
on 5 the n r ea J; er ^ey were to the Romans and the morefubjected tolnvafions, the 
more perfect and formal were thefe ValTalages and Services. Therefore do we 
Hear little or nothing of Feuda amongft our Saxon Anceftours here in Britain , 
nor amongft the Goths m Spain. The Lombards, being neareft the Romans. learnt 
ne fore-mentioned Cuftome from them, and being as in a Pitinvironed with 4d- 
verfanes, were put upon joining it with their own, and framing them into a 
German or Teutontck Model As the Emperours of old afligned Lands to their 
Captains by way of Fee or Stipend, and to protect the Borders, fo did they. But 
they added a peculiar Oath of Fidelity and Homage, and not onely Grounds up- 
S J he Mouth of .Danger, but even all their Countrey they diftri- 
whfrh A ^ ? debtyand Ser ^ces, as we fee by the many Dukedoms into 

which it was divided. And mutual atlaft, by practice and continuance, began 

^? bllSatl ° n l 0f J Lo f d J and Vd £ L At ic was m Power of the Lord Lib. 1 .Tit. 1. 
be cert a in V rn X h v m ^“^tenhe pleafed. Afterward it was to 

be certain to the Vaflal for a Year, and a Year onely, and at length the PolTeftion 
was extended to the Term of Life. But his Pofterky being ftift unprovided^ 
it was brought down to one of his Sons, on whom the Lord would pleafe to 
confer it, and at laft came to be diftributed equally amongft them alL 

IX A ft ™rds ConradusSalicus ^the Emperour,fo the Year ioxy, going to Rome 
to take the Crown from the Hands of John the twentieth, his Vafials petitioned 
t0 exa<a ky a Law, that the Feoda might defcend to Grandfons, and 
b* Son might fucceed to one that died without lawfull Mue, 
h rr b£ea pofr ^ ed by F«her- But in cafe one of the Brothers 
received a Fee (fo now will we call it) from the Hands of a Lord; he dying 
without a lawfull Heir, his Brother could not fucceed in the Fee, and akhS 
e X Snl m f 8enera i J Ct COU,dnot on ® fuc ^d the othe? except it ^ 

ther fhniild KT? 5 ^ ? ne dyin S without ^wfull Heirs theo- 
ther lhould Succeed, to before an Heir being left the other Brother fhould beex- 

to h® uuderftood, that a Fee or Beneficium collaterally went 
n ? fartbe 5 dian poufin-Germans, but in fucceeding times came to be 
n tum SfidS t Degree, and to Nhles in a defending Lin Tin injl 

TteFathers bt r 6 ?° tCd ’ ^ th ° Ugh Peters as well as Sons fucce& . 
fSv c atherS> by d r yet they are prohibited to fucceed in a Fee, as alfo 

their Sons except efpecial Provifion be made for them. This little Hiftory of 

? ?£ en “v 7 theCoi ?P iler Gerard Niger, wherein is to be obferved, that as 
to what he writes concerning their defcending upon Males by a new Law in infi- 
rnS that “ &*** thefe inferiour Fees, as well as Dukedoms, Counties, Ba¬ 
ronies, and the like came to be hereditary under Hugh Capet, who began his 
Reign eight and thirty years before the Law made by Conradus. From this 
time forward Noblemen ( the lefler Nobles or Gentlemen are included } from 
their Fees began to take Surnames to themfelves, and to their Names to add de fuch 

th{t can jn IWto this day, that if a mean man 

that can write iumfelf but Steur, have five or fix Sons, if he have fo many little 

2 dfrom° r ^ S?“"S'* ere< ? ed “ feveral Ground^, each muft be denomina- 
ted from one of them. In cafe he be not fo wealthy! if he have a Mill fo hL 
Ground, a Rock m his Field, or a Meadow belonging to his Cottage one muft be 
called de Moulin, another de la. Roche, and anothet^L Prez, whereby you would 


PdideriiM. if- 

inconfiderate. _ Vaflils to be pofliffed .of fees, which .they loft 

l^rd^For fo .the^Services duetto* theLord fto'adc«»>th^ 4 e ^W 

forfrf the Fee htofelf. As hi cafe he madean AflMtspon &s LQcdsF’eifo.i 
0“ by SwSd or Poifon contrived his 

c.ttie or Town in which Iris Lord or Lady refided. .Ifm.Wf’ghtot fettd he 
forfook his Lord, or when it was in his Power, he freed ln m n ot fr?m ' 

h?bS t rayed y hUComclsorLrcK^iThe^Idfldm^^Ioff 

Wehfwouid not doe him jliftice, ; ffhecommHtpl Felpny.againft.or 
Cuckolded one of the Lords, pf whom-he was the Copiiqon fre was onely 

rn forfeii tlmt Part. If fo be the VaiTal killed his .own Brother, or lus Brother s 
Son to set the Inheritance: or betrayed bp Eellow Vaflal, fo aslie could not {land 

any morefnCourt, he fltould bedepJiyed'of hisBenefrce orEee; but 
this Felony was not committed againft the Lord, the : ee | Q r 

T rtvr} hut to the next Rinfman by the Father s,fide. If he killed tne crotner or 
to Lord “fcemed no Felony, for he loft not hisFee. Neither mderf f^at 
to be Felony properly fo called, wliich the Lord committed againft his Va^J, 
dthough k wa P s equally puniihed. Nor was Felony always pumihed with a per- 

Pe yd‘ Befides the tofingof the Fees, to which VafTals were by dtefe means ob- 

noxious tltey were alfo iiibjeifted to many, and oftenvery heavy Services. Firft, 

they fwore a^moft ftri(ft Fealty and Allegiance to their Lords, whence m/OTfie 
Hiftories they are to be known by the Name of Fideles, and performed theirHp- 
niagein a v Jry tiumble, if not fervile manner, the forms andfafoions whoreofwe 
Srfof here difcover. Upon Summons from the Lord they were obliged to 
arm themfelves, to follow his Standard, and ftand by him in aU Dangers of 
the Field** 1 Befidesthey were obnoxious to the payment of many Tributes, Aid 
or Subfidies And when they died, their Lords were to have Cuftody of their 
Fee/with the Gardianlhip, and Manage of their Heirs under Age. ^d from 
thofe that were Adult, Relief for theirConfent to enter upon f* lah ^ a( fc 
-it lead fo fome places. The manner of Inveftiture mto Fees, was 
lemn and vSbus. The Greater by delivery of a Banner; m France by 
ancient Cuftome both Bifoopricks, and all other Fees by a JUngy^nda 
Staff by them Rain and Bafion. Sometimes it was done by delivery of a 
Sard In Mrument fo Writing, a Clod of Earth, an Arrow, a Rod or other 
thinns* Fees were varioufly diltfoguilhed, as fome were Imperialand Regal con- 
ferr^" b^&riperour^and Kings, as, Dukedoms, Marquifates, Counties which 
were held Tupite, orfrom the Prince, whencethe PofTefTours werecaled Cog 
tanei. Others were of a middle Nature,being conferred by thefe to _ infe- 

riour Vafials as Barons, Valuaftburs and Caftellani. Another fort was Military, 
conferredby foefe Barons, Valuaffours and Caftellani. Yet was not this ^ 
tinaion fo folemnly obferved, but that the Capitanei conferred Fees, Amply Mir 
foary and Princes as well one fort as another. There were feveral others 
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»»sas^“r;sSL“" StesssS"* - - — - — 

£SHESi^^%^S 

feiS 1 is™!’ r Iinthe 

S, whmffi^^ of that Nation contradkft 

elpecially thofewlI^Ii ; a^^ r w'ij^r^/ij/ e \vlKre^th^ C Guftoms^(rf'the WC ^K )r ^ nC f S * 

assies 

ledge and pradice was very fmali for the ’ may , be SI ? nt< ' 1 d ’ but this know- 
cerning the Fees brofeht in H r h Reafons behave already alledged. Con- 
they h S ave acquiied di^rent from ^ a 5P e f UarRu lf ^dPradices 

yers tell if they pleafe Itfuffirerh mp C u u befides, let our Municipal Law- 
the Reader in mind that thf H ° h ^ ve aj r eady faid too much ) to put 

our Lombards. TheConfent of Authnn^r^m 6 ? int ?^ ome Order came from 

by thisObfervacioi^ *££i-Wwertd^ed^o'thisC" “r ftren S Chc :’ ed 
any other People Thai- nl*r+ on^ n j acldlCt 5 d to t ‘ lis Courfe, more than 
that in UXb Laws^mofl^flnnri We , re ° f Mila , n in thatCountrey, and 
of i«/ M A*eThw"whaf the f° m CbC “rtf °/?“ the Great > to tint 
Were founded as we faid ™on Law was wholly filet. But thefe Fees . 

Laws of the Lombards we^iever meet t ¥“ nen t written 

^smfying the feme, is ” ry r ^t te founf od * r W ° rd 
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with the Conflantinopolitan Rm. Empire. Charles. 


SECT. V. 

The Kingdom of the Franks in Italy, from the 
Captivity of Defiderm, to the Promotion of 
Charles King of the Franks, to the Title of Em- 
perour. 

The Space, 2.7 Tears. 


Charles 

Crowned King 
of Italy. 


Hath power 
to chufe the 
Bilhop of 
Rome, and re¬ 
gulate theA- 
poftolick See. 


, raflW-tWag 5* 

Li ving after his Example yieldedup rf ftaly> 

Conquerour by right of 1 Yj?? ry i’imfel/bv a new Title, he made ufe of the old 
which that he might eftabhlh to himfelf At MoJoflia he eau- 

Decree of Gregory tlie Roman Bdh P> , t j ie i ian ds of the Archbilhop 

fed himfelf to be Crowned.witha C be ufed by his Succeflours 

of Milan , and ordained, that the ™ em as appeare d from an ancient Ritual 
And it was performed with grea it concerned this matter, tranferibed to 

called Ordo Roman us, which Stgon , ^ into t h e Church by Bilhops, 

thispurpofe, theKing was out of f t £ feme folemn Prayers the Archbi- 

and being conduced wou ld fubjed themfelvesto fuch a 

Ihop demanded of the hisUmmands. The People anfwering 

Ring, and with conftant Fidelity Y ^ n c bou j 4 e rs, and the Joyntsof 
Yes; with holy Oil he united toHaving 
1 *a Robe,/ Ring, and a 
then gut him wth a Sword, P P his Held; and having through 

Sceptre into his hand, he fet^h L P he Iaccd Wm _ an d[having given 

n v t±-',ri” asv ^ i.?ssjz 

3 eaiis«=!*«»*. - - •~ d r « 

thought it is duty to fettle tie ^ A j ria „ t y He having notice of his Inten- 

<?. refolved J 1 ® j» ot ? nn Xed°and fifty Bifhops together, with many Abbats, andfo- 
tions, called an hundred ♦ancl my fulfil wit ii them what Honours to be- 

lemnly receiving him into a King fo potent, and who 

flow upon him. They were unan had’ fo much deferved of the Roman 

together with his Father and Gran J f raordinary mark of Honour. It was 
Church, was to be that he lhould be a 

univerfally then agreed and c °nfen , p roV - mce s he lhould inftitute Archbi- 
- bim tliey 

lliops and BiBiops : lo that exc | should chufe the Bilhop of Rome, 

lhould not be Confecrated by any . That he mourn p a „dDig- 

£nd replate the rao f * 

mty ol a Patntian was, lincc ub. iuuv , ; i 1!lfWf , railed but now Inftitution 

and honourable in the Roman . Empire. by the gi- 

ol Bilhops, they caUedtoeftiture and pieaieu fthe Bifllop ‘ of Bme> it feemsto 

ving of 1 r^reVemuig of Seditions and Tumults amongft die Romans. 

rot s Sdifen m c 

fon ot ambitious leeking of fo great a g Chriftians ; no Perfon 

Meeting? for Eleftions to the But dlls right of 

at Rome having any Power or Auth y , etatioI]j an j remitted to the 

old^way'of T°A mSrf Oergy an! People , provided the thing was done 
without tumult and indirect Practices. 


L x 


3. After 


If - ^Kingdom of the Frank s;« ItalyTCto^^^ 

tilt Kingdom fe en afccr t,le v J*ory of Juft man; which afterward beim^felzed’on 'hv- r? d 

of Italy. - Normans, were reduced into another form of a Kingdom wffJS * ? T t!ie 

the Name of Neapolitan. The Dukpdnm „ uigdom, winch at length got 
held by ^/rtLsondnS ofmr*°> 
brand, and the other of Forum lulij bv Rodvand «’ rr°r c S P°[ e . tum * b y Htlde- 
from the Kings of the Lombardi The'Exarchate from , lim » asJoi ™erJy 

the Dukedoms of Perufium,Rome Tufa W 

cipaJity and Sovereignty retained* to himfelf he ^viekT’l \ ^ C i Ue £ Ri ^ bt > ^ rin ' 
The reft he kept to biffin the ordinary wayof K™do“‘4T' : 

foever the Kings of the Lombards had vnfTrf&JZ r a . in S dom * -« 1S was what- 
tiie hkhcrmoiru/aa (as they accounted itWl difXX?’ 3nd 

in. That part they called Longobardia oras afre™£d r beuig reckoned 

The Exarchate they called by the Name of Romani °™bardia, or Lombardy. 
thus divided, the GovernmentthSoffctKd"SjS?! T‘\ *4> bd "S 
Obhges the ner. The Dukes he would have free bni.nrllSu^f bo af f er tllis «ian- 
Oathof Fide- Fee,, with which whofoever tied themfelv^^tere annualiv^t °h- a n° )al 
liry. Iprornife that I mil be faithfull to my ZWCharles.J/tC^ th ? 0ath '* 

Jhall live, without any fraud or manner {fdeceit Anf rr ?"} f ** " 1 
pels, thatI will be faithfull to him, as { NafTal this T ft ^ ^ ^ 
ledge will / divulge any thim which Up thill •' ° “* vei ^' er t0 m y know- 
nftue of my Allegiance. & ^ commt to me, in the Name, or by 

th^Dnkcdomstva-e^co^rred^uMm' otfKrs^Mid^rr . without Sons > 

rion, as in Bi/hops and Abbats was called tllS , Tran ^ atl01 ?> or Colla- 

in other Vaflals or Feudataries’ as Counts ’ 5 b ?r f f m H beir, g obferved 

of the Services and Tenures of ^ nS, / n i^ Iuafars > the Mode » 

He fettles the The People and Cities were after this mo a ^ erw ^ rd perfected by tlie Germans. 
Government. the King $ om t^Tm™he ^nr^V° b 1 govenied ’ The Limits of 
aligning to them all publick and unVit*/r § overnmen t of Counts, 

ders they called Marches or Marrhec ^ uri ^ dl< ^ 10n - The Limits or Bor- 
tained the Titles of Counts of the Marches*an? G< J erno “ rs of them , ob- 

ry Commiftioners he fometimes fent into t Some extraordina- 

Authority than Counts, they called Midi The^GmZd W ?T ^ vin S, Skater 
being confufed or litigious in the RejVn of tW G z ? ds , of ** ie Several Cities 
ted and limitted, bonding them for & the he would have fepara- 

Rivers. Tlie OtL he won d h!v. tl ^T? Wl , th fountains, Fenns, or 

words being added toit I willZl * i™ ?? h of Fide % to him, thefe 
Honour. O n theFeudatarv ctl/n f“ Member > Mind, and true 

Services, called Foderum Lrata^A^T^l^ M ° nafteries > be laid certain 
when he came into Italy which b^hft nnTr^ to be P aid to him, efpecially 
ther much diminiihed, or wholly^m tted^^To aftenvard eI “ 

tlie PoKeKion of ClmJches andMoSS^c 1 ° B ^.°P S ^nd Abbats he confirmed 
and added new to b >’ the L ™M, 

venliberty to Italy ^ wlien^ ^ that he mi S ht ieem to have gi- 

Abbats, and Noblemen tosether ^ Was wont to ad emble the Bi/liops, 

Three forts of fairs of the Kingdom, aftefthe mannernf 1 l ° , deliberate of the great Af- 
if^Th/nr a,fo the Salick Law • fo that fm^f rhic J thc , Fr ™ h - Into Italy he brought 
the Pom.ms, ^ame of ufe to it • that of the Romans the^fli^^f^ * 1* tbree For t s of Laws be- 
th e Lombards, lick. But this was thn mf> u \ the other of the Lombards, and this Sa- 
™**'S*«dfhom pmfefe u n dtfe„ ^Zr e? that ^ wh “.^w every man would ftve he 

wliich Cuftome prevaUed in Ital? tillVhe ^° ll c be adtniniftred to him,- 

Second. ^ n “ le time °f the Emperour Lotharius the 

Returns into Garrifon, he took D^derius and^his t0 Pav / a >y liere leaving a flrong 

France. Yet did he i/otfo Zdl fettle Ms M ? 7* Hm> “ d retu °n^ into 
he was in danger to be difturbed the Renn^^i’ bUt r , lat Wlth m a year or two 
ficient to bridle tlie Minds of the Lombard * by A - mS> T being fuf ~ 
dom iliould be taken from them be^an m ml impa ^ thattheKing- 

Dake^and chief of the Confpiracv was dl hnrhance m the Cities. The 

Rcbeii, demanding, as Ku L7d am f/TT ^ which Charles un- 

chief a„d%- £ 1" rfe^Se^wfetS “ ^ 

themfelves, to keep themfelvet in their Duty. Having 

Alfatia , 
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Alfatia, with a powerfull Army , he pafTes the Alpes, and marches ftreight into the Se£t r 
is defeated .md Dutchy of Forum Julij, where lie gave Battel to Rodgand, who was defeated ta- 
put to death, ken Prifoner, and put to death, as having afTe&ed the Sovereignty. Such Cities 
as were faulty begging pardon, eafily obtained it. Going then to Tariufium to 
hold his Eajter, he annexed the Dutchy of Forum Juliij to the Kingdom • commit¬ 
ting the Government of the fcveral Cities to Counts,- and then returned into' 

France, much about the fame time that Leo the Emperour at Conflantinople made A. D. 776 . 
Conjcantine his bon his Collegue and Ailociate. For feveral years after Italy 
remained quiet. The fourth, the return of Charles produced two memorable A d. 780 
thingsanother Progrefs he made into Italy , and the Death of the Emperour Leo 
whole Son Conjiantine Porphyrogenitus governed with his Mother Irene a Woman 
of a Mafculine Spirit, and Diipofition. Charles perceiving, 4 that being diverted 
by other continual Wars, he could not probably keep Italy in quiet except he fet 
a King over it, who by his Prefence fhould adminifter Juftice, and caft an awe as 
He makes P/- well upon Domeflick as Foreign Enemies, refoived to make Pipin his Eldefl: Son 
Swithhfm. 5 j ng Z 1 ?} Ilin J: Ret ^ n S of, 0 / Saxony taking with him the faid Pipin, his 
Wife Hilclegards, and Lodowick Ins other Son ; a little before Chriflmas he came 
to Pavia. 

6 . The Holydays being over, he fummoned an Aflembly of the Spiritual and 
En-idh feveral Temporal Nobility, and made by their aflent feveral Laws yet extant • and 
Laws, pubiilhed on the firft of March, concerning Biiliops and Abbats, their Rights 
and their Difcipline; as alfo concerning die punifhment of Murthers Robberies’ 

Perjuries, and for the right Adminiftration of Juftice by the Counts, and the 
Vaffi Domtnici. Tliis done, he went to Rome, to procure the Bifhop to anoint his 
Sons, who being very ready to bellow what would coft him nothin** anointed 
Pipin King of Italy, and Lodowick King of Aquitain on Eajler day • and to ano¬ 
ther Pipin, he himfelf was Godfather. At their return to Pavia, the Ceremony 
was there renewed by Thomas the Archbifhop, who Crowned Pipin with an Iron 
Crown, and was Godfather to a Daughter named Gijla. Italy was generally verv 
well pleafed with the Advancement of their new King, as one who would conti 
nue with them, and confequently adminifler Juftice as there fhould be occahon 
and protect diem from the Inrodes of the Hunnes and Saracens. And Pipin 
did not fruftratc their Expeftations in any thing they could reafonably require 
beftimng hirnfelf, and doing aft good Offices of a King, as he had opportunity 
He mcouraged alJ publick Works, and made fuch new Laws as were requifite • le- 
veral of his, as of his Father Charles, being ftiil extant,made in a full Aflembly of the 
Nobility concerning the ordering of Churches, repairing of Monafteries Hofoi- 
tals, Bndges and High-ways, the fecurity of fuch as travelled to Rome the Ad¬ 
miniftration of Juftice by Counts and their Judges. When he was in’ Italy he 
commonly refided at Ravenna, either taken with the ancient famoufnefs of the 
. or tor convenience of managing Naval matters. This great Repofe and f a - 
tisfaction, was after fome five years interrupted by the ambitious Pradticec 
AfgifiotBc- Aragtfe the Duke of Beneventum, who being Son-in-Law to Dejiderius and nnF 
1ST" "• fed “P with conceit of his own greatnefs, rcWd. He was fo proud, tZi/e 
would be calledI Prince m the room of Duke, and be anointed and Crowned as 
King by his Bifliops, fubferibing Ms Diploma’s, From our mod Sacred Palace 
Contemning Pipin, to inlarge his Dominion, he invaded the Roman Territories* 
not fearing the power of Charles, or the Cataftrophe of Dejiderius. Charles beins 
inform d ot lus Motions by Adrian, having difpatched his other Wars, refoived to 
pafs into Italy and chaftife his Folly. At the beginning of Winter he pafTedthe 
Alpes with fuch expedition, that he kept his Chrijlmas in Etruria at Florence a 
City formerly deftroyed by Totilas King of theG^x, and now fa[d, by Com¬ 
mand of Charles, to have been re-edified. y 

7. From Florence he went to Rome to confult with Adrian about the chaftife- 
the . f cbeI > who n °w unthinking himfelf, fent his Son Romuald to 
Thl En/ il l, gr ?H pr f en ?». an #promife to give all fatisfaeftion to the Bifhop. 

The King by the Bifhop s advice denied his requeft, and led his Armyinto the 
Territories of Capua, which he compelled to furrender after he had wafted the 
Countrey round about. The report hereof terrified Aragtfe, who expecting the 
f? T to como upon Btneventum, quitted that place and returned to Salernum 
* Jonnrh Wh A?m lf need ^ ere be mi S ht bave a convenience.of Efcape. Now * 

But teg, HoftEe a n h f^ age J offe «ng to give up.Jlis other Son Grimoald all for an 
which ?i H § L “h far r? er t0 r d ° e ^ hatfoever he ftould be commanded. This was ac- 
15 gnmteci. cepted by the Iliag,nvho taking an Oath of Allegiance from him, and the In¬ 
habitants 
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c'y habitants of Beneventum , difmiffed Romuald\ and kept Grimoald with him as an 
Hoflaec> A f ter this he vifited Rome again, and granting to feveral Church-men 
confirmation of their former Eftates and Privileges, he returned into France. 
There he found that Tajik Duke of Baioaria had folicitcd the Humes to invade 
his Dominions , which they did with two Armies, the one whereof pcnced in¬ 
to Forum Julii, but was repulfed with difgrace and lofs. It happened about this time, 
that Charles having promifed to give his Daughter in Marriage to Conjtantine the 
young Empcrour, afterward, its faid, denied to fend her, winch fo imaged him, 

, r th . that having Adulgife the young Lombard King m his Court, who had been ho- 
noured with the Dignity of a Patritian he fent him with confiderable Forces into 
King, invades Italy , which he cxpc&cd would revolt at the light of their former King, uy 
ltA - r ' bloud’ and his former Inter eft, allied to them. 

8 Grtmoald was at this time, his Father being dead, Duke of Beneventum, by 
the favour of King Pip in , whom in way of gratitude or confuting his prefent 
Intereft, he advertifed of this purpofed Invafion, though he was Nephew by the 
Sifter to the Pretender Adulgife; Pipin commanded Hildebrand the Duke ot Spo¬ 
le turn to be in Arms, and ordered Winigife his General to march to him both 
with Horfc and Foot, defiring Grimoald to be of good Courage, and to refill the 
Enemy ftoutly, if he Ihould break into his Quarters. Adulgife m the mean time 
landed in Calabria , with intention firft to fet upon the Dutchy of Beneventum ], 


Is overcome 
,nnl tortured 
to Death. 


Another Re¬ 
volt by Gri- 
»i 0,1 Id Duke 
of Bcnevcn- 
ynn. 


and thence to Invade the Dominions of the Church, which being underftood, 
IVhtkifc Hildebrand and Grimoald halted, and uniting their Forces, refolved to 
rive him a ftop in Calabria , before he Ihould proceed any farther. And in Cala¬ 
bria was fought a moft bloudy Battel, the Greeks endeavouring to approve them¬ 
selves for valour, and the Lombards themfelvcs for fidelity to thole that employed 
them For a great while the fuccefs remained doubtfull, but at length the Greeks 
were worfted, many flain, and more taken, amongft whom was Adulgife himfelf, 
who died in his tortures. Four years after this, Italy continued free from War, 
but was then difturbed by ftirs raifed in the Dutchy of Beneventum, by means ot 
Grimoald the Duke, as is fufpetfed; it feemed to be of luch conference that 
Charles wrote to his Son Pipin to gather an Army m Italy, and promifed to lend 
to him another out of France by his Brother Lodowisk, who came to him by great 
Tcurnevs to Ravenna, and there kept his Chriflmas. Then joyned the) 7 their For¬ 
ces and' invaded the Borders of Beneventum, where having taken one Fort, they 
wintred and then returned. It’s probable that Grimoald was frighted into obedi¬ 
ence, and complied with their Propofals, elfe would not two Kings have fo foon 
drawn back their Armies; but of this as of many other things, the Annals ot 
thofe times arc filent. 


tnoie times are luenc. „ . r , . 

To Adrian n. Some three years after died Adrian, the Billiop of Rome, and was lucceeded 

l'ucceeds Leo, . a Priefl; who had the Name Q f Leo the Third. Immediately after his Confecra- A% D 796 . 

Borne. ee ° tion he fent to give notice to Charles, fending him the Keys of the Confeflion, 
the Banner of the City, and other great Prefents, to which Armonias adds, that he 
defiled him to fend to Rome fome one of his Nobles, who by Oath might con¬ 
firm thq Roman People in their fidelity and fubjedtion. Not long before tins time 
Charles had from a Province reduced Forum Julii into a Dukedom, and removing 
the Counts, had placed there as Duke, Henry a Frank, it’s fuppofed out ol de- 
fign to reftrain and keep the Hunnes in order. By command of King lome 
pitin makes years after, he Invaded Pamonia ■ and falling on them unexpectedly, killed Iring 
War upon the with other of their Dukes, and Plundering Rhing their Palace, fent away the 
Hunnes. Treafure to Charles, which they had been a long time hoarding up, molt where- • 79 ■ 

of he fent to Rome, and then palled with an Army into Saxony : The Humes' ha¬ 
ving loft their Dukes made themfelves a King, under whom they prepared them- 
felves with all carneftnefs to renew the War, which Pipin underftanding, fentno- 
tice thereof to his Father, and with a choice Party of Men brake into their Ter¬ 
ritories, took and plundered again their Ro\alSeat, and with a great booty went 
to his Father then lying at Aix, from wh<3pP he returned not into Italy till the 
year following, wherein Irene caufed the eyes of her Son Conflantine to be pul¬ 
led out, that She might Reign without Controll. By this time the Romans, the 
Fear and Awe of the Lombards being removed, began to flow with Wealth, and 
arew wanton with Idlenefs and Luxury, and not content with the prefent po- 
Sure of Affairs, hatched defigns to ihakeoff theBilhop, and recover their an- 


CiC 10 . L The main Authours and Promoters of this Defign were theKinfmen of the 
late Adrian, Pafcalis tile Frimicerius, and Campulas the Sacellarius, thelrinces 
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of the City. Tie firft were imaged at Leo for endeavouring to refdhd fome Adis Sedt. $. 
of Adrian ; and the two laft beeaufe he taxed their naughty manner of Life, v-nrv 
They firft objefted fome crimes to him in way of accufation, and ivhen they 
could mike nothing of them, then enrred into a Corffpiracy agairift his Life, and 
a Conspiracy on a time, as he was going in a folemn Procefliori, fell upon hiriTWith fome of 
againft Leo t ^ e [ r Creatures they had laid in Ambuih, and having indeavoured to cut out his 
the Bilhop. tongue, and pull out his Eyes, carried him into a Church, and before the Altar 
forely beat and wounded him. Albinos his Chamberlain found him in a Mona* 
ftery, and brought him back to the Vatican , where he recovered, which fo in- 
raged the Confpiratours that they pulled down Albinus his Houfe. Upon the re¬ 
port of thefe Diforders in the Countrey, Winigife Duke of Spole turn; who had 
been lubftituted in the room of Hildebrand, came to Rome and carried him fafe 
to Spoletum , whence he conveyed him into France to Charles , according to his 
own defire. Charles honourably received him, and granted his requeft to afford 
him his afliftence againft the Enemies of the Pontifical See, for he told him he 
had none elfe to whom he could betake himfelf; the Emperour, whofe Duty it 
was to proteft the Church, having lately rather been againft it, and no good be¬ 
ing to be hoped for from a Woman that now held the place at Conftantinople. At 
length by the advice of. fuch Churchmen as came to Leo into France , it was re¬ 
folded that he Ihould be fent back to Rome, and there the Merits of the Caufe 
Ihould be fearclied into. At the time appointed Charles his Ambafladours held an 
Aflembly with the Bilhops and Counts of France , in the Palace, and heard what 
the Confpiratours could fay, who pleading nothing but what was judged vain and 
frivolous, they caufed them to be committed, and fent them in Chains into France. 

The fame year, Henry Duke of Forum Julii, after many Victories over the Hunnes, 
was murtheredby the Inhabitants of Tarfatica , a Town of Liburni 'a. 

11. Charles holding an Aflembly of his Eftates at Wormes, propounded thefe Ca¬ 
fes to them, the firft concerned Grimoald, who had lately again revolted, the fe- 
cond the death of Henry, and the third the violence offered to the Perfoiiof Leo, 
all which deferring the prefence of a King, to punifh them, he refolvcd ( and for 
one thing more doubtlefs ) to goe again into Italy. Autumn now declining, with a. d[ 800, 
Pipin his Son he pafled the Alpes and went {freight into Liburnia , where he pu- 
niffied the Inhabitants of Tarfatica for the death of Henry. One Cadolack he 
made Duke oi Forum Julii ; which having done, he departed thence to Ravenna, 
where having (pent feven days in preparation for the War of Beneventum, he came 
to Ancona. From Ancona, Pipin with ah Army marched againft Grimoald■ and 
Charles, through the Dutchy of Spoletum, went for Rome; Leo and the Senate met 
him at Momentum, twelve miles from the'City, where having difeourfed and 
feafted with him, he returned to Rome to take Order for his Reception, after this 
manner. The next day the Croffes and Holy Reliques, with the Banners of the 
City, were fent out to meet him; In certain places were placed certain Chori of 
Which is try- Citizens and Strangers who fang his Praiies. The Bilhop himfelf fate upon the 
charier* fte P s of the Vatican Cliurch incircled by his Clergy, where he received him, and 

iares ‘ with finging conduced him into the place appointed for Prayers, and thence in¬ 

to the Confeflion. After feven days Charles called the People together, and fig-ni- 
fying the caufe of his coming, appointed a day to hear their Bilhop’s Caufe. On 
the day appointed, by the advice of the Bilhops, both Franks and Italians, the 
Accufers andAccufed were cited to appear, and he himfelf fate as Judge with the 
reft. The Accufers told their Tale, but the Bilhops would not fufferTeo, in re- 
fpetft of his Dignity, to anfwer formally as other Criminals were wont to doe, 
whereupon he faid he would ufe that courfe which the Laws allowed to purge 
ones felf of a Crime obje&ed. On another day, he mounted the Pulpit, and in 
the prefence of them all, his Hands laid upon the Holy Gofpels, by a folemn Oath . 
he protefted that he was clear from the crimes they had flanderouffy laid unto his 
And theBi- charge. This by the Auditours was counted enough, he was efteemed Innocent, 
ftop acquit- and foi ernn thinks were given to Almighty God arid the Saints on his be- 
half. ’ . : • 

n. Now conies the principal Scene arid the Parts which the Bilhop and Charles 
were to A<ft in this Comical expedition. Leo had been freed and abfolved before 
Charles his coming. The Inhabitants of Tarfatica were not lb confiderable, but 
that he might have eafily punifhed them by his Officers, and as for Orimoald^ 

Pipin might hive dealt with him as well, if his Father had been in France, as- 
where now he remained at fuch a diftarice. There was another greater thing . 

for which Charles undertook this Journey : He had male broad * iigns in the “fff 1 

- time 
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Sedt. C. time °f Adrian, but that Biihop either could not or would not underhand him. wu'Hedri- 
But Leo knowing his mind* and being as ready as able to ferve him in this affair, a f ”pTt?d£m 
fet about the work in this manner. He could not for fiiame but to bethink him- vidst:ir,f tq Z. 
felf what way he might ihew himfelf gratefull to liim, who to free the Churclv^ 1 . f' ,WJ 
from fo great danger and Infamy, had not grudged to take a Journey out of 
France. He. found that fince Gregory the Second hisPredeceflour, had begun to 
bePerfecuted by the Heretical Emperour, there never were.wanting. Lome who : f r “ r f m 
carneftly contended that forae other Defender of the Church was to be found %c fZZ'L 
out, that is.fome other Prince to be dignified with the Imperial Title. That with- ru,n & £«*- 
-out doubt, if any one fo great an-honour was to be conferred, either it was : due to 
iKing Pipin, or at lead to Charles his Son, who in aflerting the Catholick Faith, RgnumnS!, 
and in perfecuting Infidels, Hereticks, and Rebels againft the Church .had excelled 
Rings, yea all Emperours whatfoever. What Adrian had omitted, and the King MmificeZ 
himfelf-in his time, he knew, had affedted from the tumults at Rome, herefolved tLwi nojhsm 
now to take occafion to perfect, that he might oblige fo powerfull a King, and 
obtain a Prote<ftour and Patron to the Roman Church. The Ceremony he refolved du s i/ldZ 
ihould be on Chriftmas day as a greater grace to the Fa<ft, and that it might be offivijmur, 
more folemn and ftately. Pipin himfelf, having committed the War againft Gri- 
moald unto Duke Winigife , came to the City, drawing with him an infinite num- excellent 
ber of Mortals to behold the fight. ficerTJcT 

claries is 1 3- The day being come, Charles , early in the morning went to the Vatican mZ'&qwd 
made^Empe-Church, and thence to the Gonfeffion, where having finiihed his Devotions, the c ' IKa ‘ s fntio- 
rour, and Pi- Biihop, who by former agreement was prefent, put on him an Imperial Robe, 

King oTjmA an< ^ ^ et on his Head a molt pretious Crown of Gold, which had been prepared num Rembu- 
by Leo. for this purpofe : At this the People three times acclaimed, To Charles Auguftus , timis 
Croivned of God , the Mighty and mofi Pious Emperour of the Romans, Life and ’„ 7 n 
Vittory. God and the Saints being then invoked, this Imperial Title was confir- vide si. 
med by the People, and their Acclamation being over, the Biihop anointed both 
the Father and the Son Handing by, the one for Emperour, the other for King, pfltc. 
and then fet upon Celebrating of Divine Service. This ended, both Charles and 
Pipin offered in the Vatican Church, a Cupboard of Silver, and feveral Veilejs 
for the Service thereof, of pure Gold: in that of Late ran, a Crois of excellent 
Workmanfhip made of Jacinths, which Leo in compliance with Charles, ordered 
to be carried in folemn Proceffions. Such was the order of the folemnity, by 
which it appears, as Sigonius obferves, how untrue the flory of thofe is, who wrote 
that all this was done by Leo, Charles neither knowing any tiling before, nor con- 
lenting, as who Ihould fay often, that had he perceived any fuch thing, lie would 
not that day have gone to the Vatican. But this Imperial Title having failed in 
the Weft almoft three hundred years before, at the Depofition of Momyllus Au- 
guftulus, the Biihop of Rome now renewed it in Charles, that his Church might 
have a Patron and Defender, obliged by fuch a courtefie as we laid before. This 
is fufficiently evidenced by the form of the Oath, which the Emperours of this 
Edition at their Coronations, had by thefe Bilhops impofed on them: J. N. Em¬ 
perour, in the Name of Chrift, promife and ingage before God and St. Peter the Apo- Sigoninsexan- 
file,' to be the Protettour and Defender of this holy Roman Church, in all its concern- m'ntarioq’T 
ments, as I fhall be afjifled by Divine helps, to my knowledge and Power. OrdoRpmnus 

14. And as Leo for his own refpe&s, and thofe of his Succeffours was ready to dicitur ' 
give, fo Charles, to ferve his own Ambition and the Dignity of Ills Family, was 
willing to receive, though from him, this Glorious Title. For, now reje&ing 
that of Patritian, he wrote himfelf Roman Emperour, and Auguftus. Being pla¬ 
ced in this high pitch of Majefty, he thought it agreeable teffiis. Office, not 
onely to look after the fettlement of Italy, but all Chriftendom, and in that ftu- 
TheConfpi- dy ipent the Winter following. The Accufers of Leo he condemned to death, 
mom are but at the requeft of the Biihop, exchanged this punilliment for that of Banilh- 
Banifhment. 10 ment. To the Edi&s of the Lombards , he added fuch Laws as he perceived from 
complaints whereas lie came were wanting, and by others reformed Ecclefia- 
ftical matters. Sigonius teils us that the aforefaid Laws were. in his time to be 
feen at Mutina, with this Title in the Preface. Charles by Divine confent ( or Or¬ 
der ) Crowned, Governing the Roman Empire, moft Serene Auguftus, to all Counts, 

Gaft aids, or to all that by our meeknefs have been appointed Officers of the Common- 
Wealth throughout the Province of Italy, in the year eight hundred and one, from 
the Incarnation of our Lord Jejus Chrift, the ninth Indill ion, in the thirty third 
year of our Reign over France, and over Italy the twenty eighth x the firft of our 
Confuljhip. Being now Emperour, he calls Italy not a Kingdom, but a Province, 


onrl tr> make the world believe he was Emperour Indeed, a Roman Emperour, re- 
^ves oW Tte and Names, Styles himfelf Auguftus, and talks of the Conful- - 
a- f. but he entred it ferns at the fame time that he commenced Emperour . and 
fo {hews himfelf not to be of the true and genuine^tock, few, thefe excepted* 
whotavaded the Empire, and the .titles of whom were precarious, but were 
Confuls before ihey <£me to be Emperours. And whether in ftidtaiefe bis Title 
wasnot precarious, whether he was a Legitimates?^ Emperour, or can be fo 

railed is a Moot-point, may admit of a little Difquifition. - j. • a 

jc If he were an'Erkoerour- (k&kt the word 4 s ohe poffelfirtg or reigping 
ove/divers Kingdoms j) yet could he bp called by any. other^dd^ti^ bttter 
thanth^t of Aa* The Roman Empire was now Mmoff.quite aon&ffi the 
Weft little or nothing left except a few Iflands in the Mediterrataefe^fchd^r- 
chance a few Maritime Towns lying towards Staly. The Emperour had be«i 
beaten out of this Countrey by the Lombards, who having made a Prey at laft of 
the Exarchate, became themfelves a’Prey fo Vicarious Charles, and the Exar¬ 
chate, by what right foever was challenged as the Churches Patrimony, tont 
then that the Romans had Power to name him Emperour , to confer that Title 
upon him or any other, a worthlefs empty Tide mult it be, figuifying a Sove- 
S Wof*^, and th Sim Territny of die"“X'te 
reft was quite diepated) fuch a Dominion thev had at the jamftiment of 
their Kingk the Names 'of one of which would, more have tfttetniwiti, as 
Serins, g Tarqulnius,\Qt the like, than- that of Cafkr. That,tftey could 
give any thing of the Eaftern Empire to him or any other, we cannot be- 
fieve, after that Conftantinople had been by Imperial Authority matfe a fecond 
Rome, and aft Co-equal Majefty and Privileges conferred upon it Reflate 
had loft the Imperial Title, been a Captive to Barbarians, a Member of aKing- 
dom, being though reftored to her liberty afterward, y et ^ was by the 
Help and Alfiftence of her Daughter, had all along hitherto ^tracked 
and acknowledged the Sovereignty of her Princes, and fubmitted to the Go 
vernment of l Duke; till under (hew of Religion, fhe became * nd 

advanced her Biihops from the Epifcopal Chair to the Princely Throne. 
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CHAP. 



Chap. ii. 


The Affairs o£ Britain, lately a Roman Province 
EmpS™ POrary With *** Co ”fl antino P° litan &>mah 

SECT. I. 

From the Departure of the Romans out of the Mandto the 
Dejtruflion of Britain, or the forcing up of the Inhabit 
™ t0 ^ ountainms pl aces b the Pifts, Scots 

The /face of One Hundred Ninety Seven years. 


ksss.S' *^°H^'2rslSbSK 

“wS\“cnfl-ery ^ JS,Empire or Eftate mifcarry, but its 
rerioa uasumerd in with Loofenefs and Luxury. Let the Examole n f 

%'■£« ^^i»iirsA , 3 w?a 

SS=S3s^s@3tt25B5:S 

“rwirEft - r«pScS£s ssssa."' * “• 

Eu hufiaftsinthisrefpe&,as expecting Infpiration or Mahomet’slkdg<n£forthe 

Infufion 
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-— — Ter p 'fur'll Abilities as cannot be obtained but by time and labour. Hence Sc£t. i. 

mour^and then all good Council being difearded andrafh hare-brained Opinions 

withthem. or the Derider or 

DrdkrdeSoys the city, not die open Enemy not the Traitom for Gover^^« 
r nfuall v recover themfelves out of fuch Hazards; but when all - obnety is f hoc p rover bi. 
S“aT when dSte Perfons manage Affeirs, 

£, *j wholfomc Councils ridiculous, then is a Kingdom or Mate in me ready £ fe/?j 
and certain way to Deftruflion. Thefe are the certain Symptoms of its mortal 

lnfi , rm Suchwas the State of the Britijh Affairs; their Sobriety and Profperity, if 

or to the other. For the firft, he tells us in General, that they ncitI l e ^. D J" a X^%/ w & mente 
themfelves well towards. Almighty God, towards one another, nor fucli foreign e ?H0 ^ lha _ 
themielves w and their Subie&s. For the other, they fubmitted bitata eft,mnc 

Princes-as had fubdued tnem, ana tneir ouujcv^ , wirhmit anv refiftence Deo > tnterd “>n 

to the. trimnpto *-»h $ VSriSo"bf S^ FiS Enginei 2^1 

:rtr a t-etlerN^n“^ 

they Rebell onelv in outward Ihew pretending Obedience. Accordingly, when th e Roman ^ 

J&d?*- Souldierswere moft of them departed, having leftfome Governors behind toefta- gg««~ 
bhlh thdrPower, and not die lead thinking of a Rebellion, a wily * Lionefs flew Agr. 
thefe Rulers When the Senate had notice hereof at Rowe, and dent an Army im fre jj: Lon . 

tiicie timers, wuc , nreoared to fight for their Countrey, nor dim, 1568. 

Wed e Smoa or there to befeen, nor^, 

^ 1 1 .ire. Prpraration on the lhore • their backs were for fhrelds toward *i_eanatruci- 

Are beaten. their Necks trembling,’ and like Women they ftretched out 

to their P Swords, and offered their Hands to be manacled, fo that it became a by- „„ jf . 
wordand in Dffifiou was wont to be fpoken, Tha, the Britain* wen netther 

^T^’Clf^kuSmany of thefe^fidto^ and 

others to flavery, that the Land -night not turn mto a Wildernefs, j ttedagain -g) 
the Countrev that wanted both Wine and Oil, and returned intoleaving r icaJh>eVoadi _ 
a fufficient Power behind them, to be as whips for the' Backs, and Yo^es for the c uf intern. 
n“ of tSdves, to afflia 

with ftrines but if need whereto thruft the Sword into trie lides 01 tne rsiation 80000, apud 
and*however tomike the Name of ^ Slavery ,f»k> to die 

lliould be accounted not Britannia , but Romania , and what Brafs, Silver or GoW ^^ 
it could get, - Ihould be (lamped with Cafar s Image. Having ieceived the Gofpe Nero „ Cf 
in the time of Tiberius, it Cannot be denied but that thrsNation affordedjeveraU^mcrc- 
glorious Martyrs, but when Arianifm once came to fpread abroad, readily re- 
heivedthe Venome of -every Herefie, befog ever greedy uf • Novelty, and mevef 
liable in any thing. After this a vaft wood of Tyrants (.folie phrafethat) fptung 
up and thedflaid retaining the R<?w<a>f Name indeed, but little of-the-Manners or 
Av ft Number Laws^foht into Gall Maximus.) accompanied^ with -many' Soutdiefe, but liieh* as were 
Stuoufand over arid above adoVhed witlrlmperial -Enfigris Which he never 
Maximus the J ecent | y WO re * not obtained legally, bilt^s ! Tyrafits Were-wont to .compafs them. 

S/! nt mt0 This Man by craft: rather:^ tha?ahy^^^aldiir,-havifig -brought the N^ghbommg 
Provinces into his Net, and by Perjury and Lies adjoined them to his-wicked 
Dominion ; ftretched one of his Wings as-fir ^ 

and eftablifhine the Tlirotie of hiS moft wicked Empire- at Triers, raved yvith.lo 
great IVfadheftaigainft lus Maftert, 

Rome and the other elfewhere, he befeayed of his Rekgifcus Lifo^-Btlt pre 
^ feritly as lie proceeded- in ifuch curfed and audadAus 

leia foutteri cm the Head‘^he meahs (lain)' who hadcafodown the-honpuredldfeads 

° f ^Butby Britain ^bereaved ©fto Sdiildiers’add Military : 



-it_ 7he A $ airs "/ Britain, l ately a 

Se<fl. I. thereby growing utterly unskilfull in matters of War Vfcft »,« in. a i u----Jj 

marine and cruel Nations, the Scots from the wS .!l by tWo tranr - 
SbMh"”" U , nder which flie gtoned for many years BehSLn che .^fr°m the North, 

Scots and til? direfull Eftecfts thereof, Ihe fentm Rome with t? W,tl their ; Inrodes 5 and 
J’lff/. might be hadned away to her Relief vowins in mfJfh \ re< * uinn S that Succours 

remain condant in Fidelity toTCir^ i cafe the Enemy were removed to 

Mifchirf was ordered her, whfch £35? paid1!e‘.«*» former 
Rovers, and having made of them a greaf/lauelner n.S^ prcfen , tly “gaged the 
Countrey, and therebv *-!,« 1 A i. 1|au gnter, quite drove them out of the 

Chptivit£ ThisSfitfeTlhem itnmaWa W,.^ T‘ h ’ °! 

defend them from the/e Inrodes• but itbpin ^ j 11 overthwart the Ifland to 
Indru&our, and not of Stone butof Earth ^themoh- n u Vith ? Ut an ^ 

no Service. This Legion being returned with t/Jt r ft dld tbem ]ittIe or 
Rovers hke fo many greedy and ravenous Wolves r/jZ Snd Tnum P b > , tbe lame 
Uoon «ih' h ^n Gy * no ^h e Ph erd appearing to protect the iheeu hm- u P°o their lormer 

aMd%S IC i h s all in their way like tending Cora Nowaga^areMehln^H^T' \™™ pkd on 
lent to ifpme with their Clothes rent, and Earth upon their Hea Wc ^? gers ddpatched to Rome 
i°r aid, betake themfelves to the Wings of InlS J A e as fearfu11 Chickens 
their affixed Countrey abfohftely to pS them » ot to 
merely a Name) to beloft, and e^uirt ed i“he 'CT“t^p ( “S* 

as great an Impreflion from the Storv of thi« T^cr^V, i Tbe Romans receiving 

ble of, made afmuch hafle to their Ifefcue at n n aS B j ra ? ne Nature was capa- 

man on the Earth, or tle? eAir > an Horfe- 
mighty Torrent filling from the MoumaTns remn, T* 'H Sea •* and iibe as a 
its way, fo did they fwlep and cleanfe the ciu^ttev of tht? S ° f which lye m 

6. They now plainly tell thofefor 

muft not for the future,expert any fuch tedious an^n t t ey came > tbat the T 

and that the Roman Legions, or fuch an Armv a ” d ,abonous Journeys from them ; 
and Land, for the drivuig be endangered by Sea 

bid them apply themfelves to the Rudy and pradlre of They 

Valour and Conduct they may be able to p r S i! ’ d by their own 
their Children, Cand what fhould be more dear to them? th ?J-^ ives > 

to flretch out their hands, not naked and Sfarmei m k? LlVe ^. an d Liberty ; 
my, but formfeed: with Swords, Spears and fuch .ll i^ pimoned j? y the £ ne- 
to aflault and daughter thefe Natans,’winch could of > ar ready 

powerfull than themfelves, except doth and idl^r ? b , e mo i e vahant and 
leribed them the way how they" fhould mat dleii efs made them fo. They pre- 
the former Model ^und^g «* *> 

a pattern to fuch as were not willing to write after it r? T*? PcopJe ’ and 
where their own Ships lay at Anchor and the TnL£' U £°? tbe Southern Shore 
were feared, they build watch Tower?!? of thefe Barbarous People 

and bid farewell one from another^, 

fooner gone, but Swarms of Scots™d PiSlTZ ** Ifl " nd * Tlley were no 

A®',, d ll|tc a < nvarm 0 fCa^pfeove^rif thc FiceoS Jrh"^ 

deed m manners and Cuftoms from each other bwi^ h; d'fienng in- 
bloud, having their Faces more covered ij • U u h 0 , a die S reed y to lhed 

Qoaths, and g d,ey coSly fcSdtTh?i^h* an their r [ ecr « ParK 

own, from the utmoft'bounds thereof* as RUnd,astheir 

fet a Guard, but fitter to St f h',c h , WaI1 ' , , u P° n the WaU the 
an Enemy, and pmina away for the ,v,„' 8 r t ’ «t the fight of 

had certain Hooks, wherewith they would^milfd 6 ^ T ^ e Barbarians 

wary andhdplelsDefendant* ^oio^nre^! down.to the ground,.the un- 
happy, that he lived not tofee thofe draSr mrsfortune was in this reipea 
feu his Relations. fe "eadfoU Calamine^ which lhortly after be¬ 

ing; end^hen fdlow^ie^nri ^^^ ^^fey an ? the Towns adjoyp- 
milerablePeople; for, tono otherthfn?,Af ^Pf^ou? of a poorfheep 1 ^ and 
can thisthlng be compared • the miferahUi? v ? reying Wolves and wild Beads, 

overtaken, being daughtered likTsheto &Wa 7* and wheneadly 
Thofe that remained Sive in another but no pppofition. 

vadon, fo fevere a FamS 

a fevere Fa- things, that no food could be obtained but had been made of all 

T “ 0 "" hunt “S- . The milerable Remnant rflhe^j® 

t.on, having caufe to apprehend another InvafA wriS to Z^LT.Ot- 

deer. 
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ficer after this manner. “ To Agitius thrice Corlful, the Groans of the Britains: Se<A 
“ then after a few Complaints: The Barbarians drive us to the Sea,, and the Sea 
“ drives us back upon the Barbarians. Betwixt thefe two forts of death, we A & itia ter 
“ have eitlier our Throats cur, or are drown’d. But no fuccour or relief could 
be obtained. In the mean time the Famine was fo violent, that many gave up rum* &*%* 
themfelves to the cruel Enemy, purchafing a little bread with everlafting davery • ? auca * u *- 
others more vahantly betook themfelves to the Mountains,Caves and Woods,whence ESf 
they made Sallies upon the Rovers: and now firft of all betaking themfelves to adMare,repei- 
Almighty God, and trufting in him, had for many years fuccels againlk and 
kdled many of them as they ranged abroad for Booty. Now (fahh oii An 
thourj the boldnelsof the Enemy for a little time ceafed, but not the wickednefs f unerum aut 
of our People, it being ever, as it now is, the curtome of the Nation to be weak 
to repell an Enemy (to blunt his Weapons as he expreffith it) but ftrong enough 
to lupport Civil Wars, and the heavy burthen of their dns; infirm to execute the BeJa vocat 
effeifts of Peace and Truth, but able to pradife wickednefs and Lies. /Btumu 

8 . The Ravenous Scots then return into Ireland for a fhort time. The Pills 
fixed themfelves now in the Northern part of the Idand, and there continued ma¬ 
king fome Incurfions now and then. During the Truce, the Scarr of the Famine 
was healed up, another and more virulent Soar fecretly growing. For thefe Ho- 
jL£ ?g “*« -fing, fogreat a Plenty and abundance of all things followed in the 

ruine. Idand as no pad Age could parallel; and this was accompanied with every way 

proportionable as great Luxury. So greatly did this evil root fprout up and iii 
creafe, that at this time it might be truly faid, Aifolutely fuch Fornication is beard 
of as is not retorted amongfi the Gentiles. But not onely this Vice, but all others 
that are incident to Humane Nature, and efpecially (which alfo at this time faith 
u r ^ ™ itred op tbe truth » and them £ hat fpeakit, lowers of Lies with 

thofe mat forge them ; the taking of good for evil, veneration of evil for good 
the delire of darknefs indead of the Sun, and the entertainment of Satan for an 
Angel of Light. Kings were anointed without any refpeft to God, but if there 
were any more cruel than their Fellows : And not long after they were murthered 
by thofe that anointed them, without any examination of the matter, and more 
cruel ones were chofen in their rooms. If any of them had but a fhew of 
mildnels or feemed the lead inclinable to truth, the hatred and violence of all 
was upon him, as the Subverter of Britain. What was pleafing or difpleafingto 
Almighty God, was aU one and alike to them; but rather, what difpleafed him 
mod pleafed them : So that that Saying of the Prophet, may be well fitted to 
our Countrey, which was denounced againd that ancient People. Children ye rr ■ , 

f? r f™en God without a Law , and provoked to anger the Holy one of Ifrael. ***** X ‘ 5 ‘ 
Why Jbould ye be fmitten any more ye workers of Iniquity > AH the Head is tick 
and the Heart faint, from the foie of the foot to the crown of the head there is 
no health in it. So they aided all things contrary to health, as if the Univerfal 
an afforded no Medicine to the World. And thefe things were not onely 
practifed by Secular men, but by the Lord’s Flock and the Shepherds thereof 
who oi^htto be an Example unto die People. They were debauched and grown 
fottdh by Drunkennefs, fell one upon another, with Contentious Brawlings and 
Emulations, having no diferetion to difcern betwixt good and evil. ? 

9. In the mean while it pleafing Almighty God to purge his Family, and by 
a Report onely of Tribulation, to cure it of fo mifehievous an Infection, a fwift 
nolle pierced all mens ears of the hidden approach of the ancient Enemy who 
was now refolvedto dedroy all the Natives, and himfelf to plant and inhabit the 
whofe Countrey. Yet for all this did they not amend their manners, but like 
to fooldh Afles biting upon the Bit of Reafon, left the right Path, and hurried 

™? ebr ° ad ftee P way which leads to definition. Therefore, as Solomon fays, .. 

*?,? meM Jy^ s the fool is whipped and dothnot feel it • Prov. 29.19. 
fe adfb 1 People, which in a fhort time, Without 

any adidence of the Sword, did fuch execution upon them, that the Jiving fufficed 
not to bury the dead. Neither yet were they ever the better, that the Saying of 
Ifatah the Prophet might m them alfo he fulfilled. And God called them to'Tofrow T ru 
and mourning to Iddnefs and the girdle of Sackcloath : lut behold they fell to killing: f 22 ‘ 
oj Calves and flaying of Rams, to eat anddrink, and they faid. Let us eat and dr ink 

au\t\eTZ7' W W \a ^ al1 A nd u Wliy ? tbe time approached wherein their Ini¬ 
quities, as in old time thofe of the Ammorhites fhould be fulfilled. For they fell 

riie°fo S?^ tat Tc What ™% htbQ the beft and mod efFeaftual courfe to proven? 
he fo difmal and frequent Invafions of the forenamed Nations. Then were all 

the 
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Se< 5 h i. the Counfellours, together with the proud Tyrant himfelf, blinded, deviling not a 
Protection, but the deftrudtion of their Countrey $ namely, that thofe molt fierce 
and curfed Saxons , hatefull both to God and Man, Ihould as Wolves into the Sheep- 
The Saxons fold be fent for to repulfe thefe Northern Nations. Than which nothing was 
arc invited, ever more pernicious, nothing more bitter. Oh the grofleft darknefs of under- 
ftanding ! Oh the moft defperate dulnefs and blockilhnefs of mind ! Thole whom 
abfent they dreaded more than death, thefe foolilh Princes invited under the 
fame Roof, giving as ’tis faid foolilh Council unto Pharaoh. 

Who Land io. Then did a Kennell of Whelps in three Velfels, called by them Cynlee , in 
here - our Language, faith he, Long Ships, rulh out of the barbarous Lionelfes Den, 

With a profperous gale, and lucky Omen and Auguries, whereby it was foretold 
by a certain Prefage, that for three hundred years they fhould pojfefs that Countrey , 
unto which they directed their courfe • and for an hundred and twenty , or half that 
fpace of time , often wafte and depopulate the fame. Thefe having Landed, by 
Commandment of the unlucky Tyrant, firft iixed their Claws upon the Eaftern 
part of the Illand, as with a deiign to protedt it, but truly meaning to offer 
violence to it. And their forementioncd Dam finding that her firll: Kennelpro- 
fpered, fcnt after them a greater rabble of Dogs, which having palled over in 
Pinnaces, joyned with the former mil-begotten Crew. Thence it is that the 
Sprout of Iniquity, the Root of Bitternefs, the Virulent Plantation, but fuita- 
ble to our Deferts, fprings up in our Soil, with their extravagant Buds and Bran¬ 
ches. But thefe Barbarians being admitted into the Illand as Souldiers, and fuch 
Cfo they ly’d) as were to undergo great hazards for their Entertainers, obtained 
what was neceffary for their fubfiftence ; which being allowed for a long time 
But find fault (a s it’s faid) Hopped the Dogs mouth. Howbeit afterward, they complain Rgm 
with their that they were but flenderly provided for, feeking for colourable Pretences to tur mn 
garters. q Uarre i . anc l except their Allowances were increafed, they threaten to break the enterjihiEfi- 

Peace, and to harafs the whole Illand. Without delay they back their Threats ^ ,a P 
by fuitable Actions. For the caufe, viz. their wickednefs ftill continuing the fame, memo, vj 
and being nourifiied, the fire by the hands of thefe Eallern Sacrilegious men, was 
kindled from Sea to Sea, and confuming the Neighbouring Cities and the Countries ^uique^p- 
adjoyning, cealed not, till having in a manner deiiroyed all the Land with a mmtAnmm, 
red and terrible flame, it touched upon the Weftern Ocean. In this violent In -ffuZTih^' 
vafion, comparable to that which the Affyrians made into Judah , is alio fulfil- Saxo. lib. * 
led in us according to the Hiftory, what the Prophet by way of Lamentation ut- ^buiis in - 
tered: They have burnt thy Santluary with fire , they have polluted in the Land the ne'rTTe. 
Tabernacle of thy Name. And again: 0 God the Gentiles are come into thine He - didos’five 
ritage: they have defiled thine Holy Temple , &c. Irtfomuch that all the Colonies habitation:!. 
by the frequent battering of Engines, and all the Inhabitants together with the pfiffu 
Prelatesof the Church, the Prielts and People, by Swords glittering.on every fide, 
and cracking Flames, were at once laid flat upon the ground; and which was a 
dreadfull Spectacle to behold, in the midft of the Streets the Hone-works of Turrets 
and high Walls, facred Altars, and pieces of Carkafies, cruffed over with a purple 
bloudy Dye, as in onehorrible Wine-prefs to be feen mixed together. Neither was 
there any Sepulchre other than the Ruines of -Houfes, and the Bellies of wild 
Beaffs and Fow ls j with Reverence be itfpoken to Holy Souls, if many fuch were 
then found, which were carried by Angels up into Heaven. For that Vine which 
was formerly good, had fo degenerated into bitternefs, that according to what 
the Prophet fays. Seldom could a Cluffer, or Ear, be found after the Gatherers 
or Reapers.. ; 

Making ha- l x. Some miferable. Remains being found upon the Mountains, were butchered 

Entertainers^ ^ heaps: Others, almoH fpent with Fame, gave up themfelves to the Enemy in- 
r amers. tQ perpetual Slavery, if they were not prelently killed, which was eHeemed the 
greateH faypur imaginable. Others went into Parts beyond the Sea, inffead of 
the Mariners Celevfma (or Song at their firH fetting out) howling, and roaring 
under their fpread Sails, this Ditty : Thou haft given us, 0 Lord , as Sheep to be de- rfal. 43 . 12 . 

'itoured, and haft fcattered us among the Nations. Others flayed in their own Coun¬ 
trey, but betook themfelves to Mountains, to craggy places, and difficult of Ac- 
cefs, to thick Woods, and the very Rocks, of the Sea, ever trembling for fear f 
dnd having their fafety in fufpicion. . A. little time being pafl, when the cruel 
Rovers had retired, thofe that were left behind being flrengthened by God, to 
whom now they flie from all places, as Bees to an Hive upon the approach of a 
Tempefl, mofl heartily befeeching him, and fending up innumerable; Prayers, 
that they might not. utterly be deftroyed from the lace of the Earth- under 

Conduit 
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Condu<ft of Amlrofius Aurelianus a modeft Man, who of the Roman Nation alone I, 
had furvived this Calamity, having loft his Parents therein, who were dad witli w-v-s* 
Purple, and whofe Pofterity has now degenerated from their Grandfathers good- 
nefs* under him they take Arms and Courage, provoke the^Q>nqueroifrs tpBat*i 
tel, and by the Afliftence of Almighty God obtain the Vkftory. From thiii 
time forward, faith Gildas, now the Natives, and then their Enemies havfe the 
better, that this Nation might be tryed, as formerly Ifrael was j whether it would 
love the Lord or not: even to the Year wherein Mount Badon was befieged, and 
the laft defeat given to thefe Rogues,the forty fourth year Qviz. of the Saxons their 
coming into Britain) as I well know, one Month thereof being paft, the fame as 
of mine own Nativity. But even now the Cities of our Countrey tire not inha¬ 
bited as formerly, bbt lye wafte and defolate, for though External Wars ar£ ceafed. 
yet Civil ones are not. However the remembrance of the Defperate Condition of 
the Illand, and of the unhbped for Relief, ftuck faft in the minds ofthofe who were 
witnefles of both the Miracles: as in this refpeCt Kings, publick and private Per- 
lons, Priefts and Ecclefiaftical Men, every one in his Order. 

ix. But they being dead, ahd a Generation fiicceeding which was ignorant of 
the condition of the time paft, and had onely felt the Serenity, of the prefent, all 
Rules of Truth and Juftice were lb fhaken and fubverted, that I may not fay nof 
footfteps, but no marks at all of them remain in the late mentioned Orders, few, 
and they very few, excepted, who in tefpedt of thft.lofs.6f fo great a Multitude' 
which daily runs Headlong to Hell, their Number is fo fhort, that in a manner our 
Venerable Mother the Church, cannot of thofe that lye in her Bofome, perceive 
which are her true and onely Sons. After a few more words, he demands why 
that Ihould be concealed, which not onely is known, blit upbraided' by the Na- 
it» character tions round about. Britain, faith he, hath Kings but Tyrants, Judges it hath but 
ngenera. wicked ones, often fleecing and punilhing, but Innocent Perfons, vindicating and 

patronifing, but guilty Perfons and Thieves, having very many Wives, but .'thefe 
Whores and AdulterefleS, often fwearing but forfwearing, votingairicf then preV 
fently breaking, waging Wars, but thofe Civil and upon unjuft Accounts, profecu-. 
ting Thieves mightily throughout the Countrey, and having fome.of'them "fit¬ 
ting at their own Tables, whom they not onely love but reward, beftbwing 
Aimes liberally, but on the other fide, heaping Up vaft Mountains of Wickednefs,' 
fitting in the Seat of Arbitrators, but feldom enquiring after any Rule of right 
Judgment, defpifing the Innocent and Humble, but afmucHas in them lies, and as 
opportunity ferves, extolling to the Skies all bloudy Perfons, proud, guilty of 
paricide, unlawfull Company-keepers and Adulterers, the Enemies of God, and 
who with the.very Name it felf were to be deftroyed and blotted out j keeping 
many bound in Prifofl, whom by their own Craft, they opprels and load with' 

Chains, rather than for any thing, wherein they have really offended : continu¬ 
ing with Oaths am'ongft Altars, which within a little time they defpife as dirty 
Stones. 

1 3. After this, our Authour cofries to the Rejbreherifiori of particular Perfons. 
ijtPfrfans™* ^fthe acc ufes Conftaniine (whom he terms the Whelp of the Pannonian Lto~ 

nefs ) of killing, notwithftanding a corporal and moft folemn Oath, fomes Boys •! ' 
of Royal extra# betwixt the Altars. Of living many years before in Adultery,' 
having put away his own Wife contrary to Chrift’s Cdmmand. He affirms that aZJ «uem 
he had planted in his Heart, which was like ah Earth unable to bear any good adhucfif erejfe 
Fruit, a flip of Unbelief and Folly taken from Sodom, which being watered by y 25 
many known, though Domeftick, Impfedes,as fomany poyfonousfhowres brought s.uidtuquoq-, 
forth to the offence of God, this impudent Grime of Paricide and Sdcrilege , ut . * ro ftfi ! ta 
thit ftill intangled in the Nets of his former Mifchiefs, by his ancienf faults he ixmineAu' 
increafes his prefent Enormities. * After this, faying that he reprehends him as pre- «/* Canine 
fent whona he knows yet to be alive, by laying before him the Eternal Punifo ^uAuniiuni 
raents which fvere to mfue, and the promifes made for his Salvation, he earifeft- cpnanum 
ly exhorts him to the amendment of his ftnfull life. Now after him he takes cant > Author 
Aurelius Catiinus to’ task, Whom he terms a Lion’s Whelp, and demands of him 
whether he be nct Worfe than the former, fwallowed up in the Filth J of Pariddes, quemdoSivi - 
Fornications and Adulterie& Whether hating the Peace of has Countrey, as a rifequuntur. 
Serpent or fome deadly things by thirfting after Civil Wars and unjuft Depreda- fidujMaita 
tions, he do notfhut againft hiinfelf the Gates of Heavenly Peace and Refrefli- nomen mutajje 
ntient. Seeing he was left alone as a withering Tree in the middle of a Field, he exi J l i r y tv £ 
bids him remember the idle fancy of his Fathers dnd Brothers with their juvenile 7 menio hujui 
and immature Death. And bidding him not to think to live to the Age of Me- fry™ f Atii 

thufalah, ***** 
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. I. tbufalab , by the fame Arguments, as formerly excites him to a fpeedy Repentance* 

. The next he undertakes is Fortiporius, whom he compares to a fported Leopard; 
for the Multiplicity of his Crimes and his gray Hairs, being from the top to die 
bottom, defiled with Paricide and Adulteries, the Son not of a good King, as of 
Hezjekiah was Manajfes: He accufes him for putting away his own Wife; and bur¬ 
then ing his Confcience with defilement of an impudent Daughter, concluding 
with the like Exhortation to amendment. Then failshe upon Cuneglufas , whole 
Name in the Roman Language he faith importeth a J'ellow Batcher, terming him a 
Bear, the Contemner or Oppofer of God, who had wallowed in the Dregs of 
Wickednefs from his very youth. He demands why he creates fo much trouble 
to his Countrey men by his Civil difientions, and to God Almighty by his infinite 
Crimes? why he had driven away his own Wife, and taken her wicked Coufin- 
German to his Bed, which had promifed perpetual Chaftity unto God. Then by 
propofing the like Terrours and Allurements, he endeavours to bring him to a bet¬ 
ter life. 

14. But moft pains he takes with Maglocunus the laftin the Catalogue,but neither 
the latt nor the leaft in Crimes, whom he calls by the Title of the Dragon of the 
Jfland, terms the Supprefl'our of many Tyrants, but the firfl in Mifchief, greater 
than many both in Power and Malice, free in giving but more profiife id Sin, in 
Arms powerfull, but more valiant in fuch attempts as deftroy the Soul, as one 
who fotrifhly wallows in the. Lake of his old Wickednefs, as drunk with Wine 

E ^d out of the Sodomitical Grape. He demands of him, why he heaps filch 
of Sins as fo many high Mountains upon his Royal fhoulders? and why he 
doth not carry himfelf better than others, nay why he behaves himfelf worfe 
than others towards that King of all Kings, who had made him higher than all 
other Captains of Britain , afwell in relp e£t of his Kingdom as in Stature, and 
the Lineaments of his Body > He upbraids him for having by Fire and Sword de- 
lfroyed the King his Uncle with molt valiant Souldiers, the Countenances of whom 
feemed not unlike to thole of the Whelps of Lions: but efpecially for devoting 
himfelf to a religious Courfe of Life, after his Violence had fiicceeded, and brea¬ 
king thofe Oaths which he had taken to that purpofe j and then returning as the 
Dog to his Vomit, to as greedy a Profecution of vitious Courfes as ever. He 
inftances in his defpifing his own Wife, and loving the Wife of his Brother’s Son, 
and the double Paricide which thereupon followed, and at lafttheMurther alfo of 
her by whole Suggeftions and Solicitationsjhis Wife and her own Husband had been 
made away. He farther upbraids him with being inllrudted by an excellent Matter , mmitA 
and having produced many Threatnings to him out of Scripture, he then leaves 
the Profecution of the Hittory of his Times,and to deter his Countreymen, as well cum babuls 
thofe of the Laity as his own Profeflion, he proceeds in the Quotation of Scrip- P**eptonm 
turesfull of Threats, and applies them to his Purpofe. His Latin is Barbarous, 
and his Style vehement, and troublefomely Luxuriant, but liich as difcoyers great magijhumc- 
Wit, and a mind full of Zeal both for his God,and for hisCduntrey. vfto’i'iturm 

15-. His Zeal was no whit extravagant, but adequate to the mifchief impen- t!bi$>disa- 
ding, viz. die deftru&ion of his Countrey, and founded not onely on pious, but kmone ™ ta ~ * 
political reafons; for Vice, as we could be infinite in fhewing, has been the fore- 
runner of the Ruine, both of States, Kingdoms and Families. But to come to our atatdormen- 
bulinefs, and to inlarge upon this Text of Gildas ; The Romans having taken . 

their farewell of Britain, the Natives were, we fee, utterly at a lofs, not know- 
ing how to behave themfelves, wanting both heads and hearts for die withftan- fipimtiam, 
ding fo great a Storm as fell upon them : The Countrey having been drained of 5? ‘ 
all its Inhabitants, which had either Skill or Courage. Their heavy cafe requi¬ 
red able and faithfull Leaders • glad they were to accept of any that would un¬ 
dertake their Patronage, and to purchafe their Conduct and Protection at what 
rate foever. Hereat it feems many took occafion to fee up for themfelves, and in- 
ftead of Legitimate Princes and Fathers of their Countrey, their Couritrey 
abounded with Tyrants, with Thrives 4nd Robbers which owned the Title, but 
duowned the Duty of Rulers, were ravenous after die reward, but utterly care- 
left of the Work of Governoursj Shepherds who (pent all their time in Fleecing, 
never bufied themfelves about feeding or prote&ing the Flock father than their 
own mere Interefts carried them, to have fome remaining-over which they might 
domineer and tyrannize. That they had not one Monarch, but feveral Kings, 
appears fufficienriy both from the ftory of thofe times whereof we now write, 
and of thofe which followed, and that lift cuttome began near asfoon as the Ra¬ 
mans had quitted them* is very probable, when like a fick man they were glad 

to 
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-one 

fery whichto they oppofed, others 

among!’ th™, for Authority and Nobility, but fearedy for Vertuc; not to al - 
^ “ShSStomp&Tof Giliat of the corruption of thefe tint- mu 

but as Gildiu deciphers others. Covetous and Luxurious, as m&tiabl . __ . „„„„ 


than by an ungrounded '"““^“SrS'rcof' a^kcncS the People, 

of the Scots and Pills, and tne areaaiuu ipnath to fummon vitiorumman- 

and the Clamours of the Multitude him, and caufed ^cipium, quip- 

but the ftill contmued fmart was to g V apa inft their wills, feel their weak-**/?# K'gwn 
reiterated blows, that ^ general confem therefore it v/zs A ”& u l ' 

nefsand inability, to repell their Eneime . y g ^ ^ Army, which 

refolved to call in fome foreign P°wer , r lu e - ir y a iour, that they Ihould 

fhould repell thefe Rovers with fuch fignal ““^^^Lined theCarfetfTes of 

ceflities were fo great. At the molt they believ ; nrnn fiderable part of that 
<—« <h °rt Cbffl'adours arc accordiu g.yfent, 1 

as the Saxon Authours for honour of then- itobaflSours ufed, which 

deredus J to fulmit to your Commands. Heretofore we lived with freedom f** r th * 
tdiZe a^Ui of the Roman Empire. Next 

more worthy than jour /elves, and therefore now implore your pr oief f ^ t J (0 

Let us not ftid lefubjett t0 ° ur Patent £«<?«««. ^ ordered the Saxons Germamaudj. 

impofe we /ball fulmit. Whatever the Ambafla rnthat which they cntesremmil. 

were very' well pleafed with the meffage ^ being courted to that wlucu^y ^ 

themfelves had infinitely defired, and refolvin 0 n rn fh e ^mbafladours, as expofiulari , 

riage by their own delay, firft return an obliging an , f ^f ,® h a cf U chwho would 
thftthe Britains ^might reft upon their fnendihip and fidelity, a i.^ C J mBa(radours 
ftand by them no lels in their adverfe than prosperous d an d they 

return very joyfull, as expedtiug thanks for the fucceft:of“Sing them- 
are not deceived in their expectation, thofe that fent th d 

felves made for ever. 




N 
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Sc£t r. . 1 5 . It a PP ears fr ora what we have cited out of Gildas, that the Pa^n sIZZ. - i — 

m their way, were fo Religious as to confult their Gods about the foSs ofZ 

t u at , th 5 Land ® wUdi they d^ed ttoco^t 
^^.hpid for three hundred years, and half fo much time fpend £ 

^ nSV nd blC ^ en , ngS Yi th that Nation. From the three feveral forts of^eopfe 

d and 3 utes > m thr fe long Ships, by them called Kynles, were c in u , 

tr -n- a 4 j fcledf Company, not fo much confiderable for number, and die course 

%$&£? rhn,vtffv t ?r f tIlC Men A u P der condu<a of two Brothers, Hengtfi and Horfa 
the Saxons phoiceft Nobility amongft them, as defeended in the fourth degree from Woden 
™. from whole Loyns moft of thefe barbarous Nations derived the feveral Pedeemes 
of then-Kings, and whom, for the renown of his A<fts, they made theirGod 
* aS u UT r A P thoU f ohfe ™? dedicating to his memory the fourth day 
of 1 ^ he ) vee £ as fo^ to tbe worlhip of his Wile Frea. But they came not fo 
them n8ly, rl bU ff’ t ^ ey Y ere n S • received > the People running out to meet 

thpm L- Y* °^ erU ? g t | iei ? a U a<as of fondnefs and hofpitality, and the King giving 
SpS? bf hCa f y r 1t i hank ? the great pains and P eril the y l^ d h^n pleafed to un? 

And are fea. ??• for tb ® Pak e of b ™ and his Subjects. After fome fmall conference and 
ted in the Me and received on both fides, the Me of Thanet is afligned them for their 

oiThan't. %port, the 3 J ^gaging indefatigably to ufe their endeavours for protection of 
l a ^ Land the ^habitants whereof, as ftridtly engaged on the other fide to give 
them ample rewards for their labours; within a little time they have fulJoc- 
Tbe Sco * s make their ufual Inrodes without any ap- 
fhpv £ °f Tn refdlen . cc than , the P itiflll l Britain were wont to make. * But 
ft torn m e ^? a T fter inga S^Y ith ^ h om, after fome tryal made, they think 
it not fit to meddle, but retreat back to their receptacles, and are very unwilling 
afterwards to grapple with him. y unwilling 

c J9;The Saxons (or Angles) were as much elevated with their fuccefs, as the 
were difeouraged at their unufual difappointments, and Hengifl, a Man of 
nthnr nrpi- Wlt> “ W «U as Valour, perceiving with whom he had to deal, under 
- b f r P ret J nces » fends back fome of his Companions to acquaint his Countreymen 

rile Tnh h ah> e T y u r ^ Ity ° f the V™ 6 * and the co '™rdife and fottiflmefc of 
AnotherCom fa-inf f a aS r WeU as People, inviting them to make themfelves Ma- 
pany Mow M now k felf unto thcm * The MelTengers ea- 

f a ? ed f uch a 1 Company to follow them as filled feventeen Vefiels, and to- 
w f h , t j ieir Countreymen already landed, would make up a formidable 
A n d /p ng 'w th L em they brou S ht the Daughter of Hengifl (by the 
f { caded Bowen 3 for beauty a miracle of Nature, and by it as It feemed as 

be C enamo y ured r a ? a f P*£*de for M en to gaze on, and therewith to Cranumu- 

n ^ ed j The y a * e invited to a Feaft, and Hengijt appoints her to wait at ” a 
Heaven mar- ^ Ca P^ a * with her looks theaffeCtions-of the Britijb Mng.SJS 

ried to Vor. device as ^^dily takes as executed. For Vortigern being exceedingly given nJs.uL, 
tigem. to Women by lus own Inclination, was immediately wounded by the Darts which 

proceeded from her Eyes, and could think of nothing elfe, could no way be cured SSL* 
enjoyinsb ® r » mfomuch, that out of hand flie muft be his Wife. Hengift^tih cLf. 
pretends an unwilhngnefs, as loath the King fhould dilhonour himfelf by fo une-^^' 
Sa»c and ^ ]e « m ^ UnWdbngly wnii ^ beingboughVoff bfa^Sl 
SLv, K* i b Ca S nny °t Aenty ( formerI y Governed laudably by one Goron- 

which munificence of Fortigern he was not able to withstand. The Bar- J& 2 SE 
A third arrire fhnSU P^ r< L eiVin 8. now be had got luch hold of him that he might be bold, fofar k? x,folium - 
A th.rd amre. abu fed his Imprudence, as to perfwade him to fend over for Ol a and Etijkfii 

i f r e fa ? h i s “ bi - feif 3 ^ ^ took 

turn the Protection of the Eaftern, lo they might defend the Northern Parts from ilk die i nt i uit 
£ j C Sc ° tS ’ By t J ie Kin S s lea ve tllen witb forty Vefiels they Coafted 
tnf C °f mg , 0rcades M PprelTed both the Pitts andCV^and in nfyuein hL 

that part of the Ifland, which afterwards was called Northumberland\ feated them- T T 1 ^ 

whom Regality tm the time ° f id *> ^ ztzti 

whom the Kings ol Northumberland defeended. But this was not till long after. 
t. , c +h~?‘u aa V c S f X T being numerous » and ftrong enough to accomplifli what 

a r nd e £S Amarin pfv^nA^h' 0 ^w 0a They complain they are much TcAS 

qu-irreiL Arrear m Pay, and when this occafion is removed, after a little paufe, they find beii^mvm 
fault that it is too little, not at all anlwering the pains and perils they undereoe f°J l M um > 1 i e ~ 
threatning War, and a feizure of the Land^t felt! 

augmented. Guortimer the Son of Northern, a young Man of far greater Senfe ^cksil 
and Spirit than his Father, could notan/lonk e rk 4 SSrtofeKfe 

himfelf 
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expullion of thefe Smogw, brokeluBdeugn „ doe it. fat 

content for the patting P Gildas making a League with the Pitts and 

the Saxons^ as we are informed b X£"^^ wafted the 

S^x, and ifluing out of Yi^WeftJrn^ ^making fuch havock of all 
whole Land in a manner as f rturne d a U forts of People flam by heaps, 

things, that Towns and Caftles w ^ Such as efcaped the Sword, either 

and all places Sacred polluted and demo . lhortly after purfued 

betook themfelves to the Mountains, w . . p e if or fled to thick Woods and 

them, or fubmittedto flavery worfe than^afiiit Guortimer ^ 

Rocks of the Sea; or elfe fled f j V ,. ,■ ir-. an d t he Monk of Malmjbury tells us, 

ftrenuoufly as he could ^ J 

that after the Sax»ns had been in B n. t hem. in which fpace many 

fad for twenty years Hoftihty. contmued amon^ tte^ m wm ^ 

Skirmiflies, or WHtistee teUu^ that ri>r- '*-»- 

fides inga^ed with thett utmoft^orca Th^ meof Thanet ; and when by 

ES X^fre^pUesfent 
S ““ 

in Horfa^ the Brother of h in Latin Lapis tituli j where tdUgendum, 

xfisss'isrjaa™ 

ventured no more to Land ^ut'that Gildas tells us how, after 

be buried in the Port of Stmar, pe l jn t hit place, but they negle&ng 

would keep off the Saxons, 1 f ax0 „ A Lls relate thefe matters 

his Commands, buried him at Una ■ ^ ^ a imm Batte l in a place cal- Anm , Sd ^ 

otherwife. As that m the nr n|ag Brother of Hengifl (from whence „icaPenobur- 

led Egleflrhipy where on one fide fell Ho/Jath on the other fid \o Katigis the genfibiu /&- 

Horfe ffte place of his hglts had the better, and the£rr-*>^_ , “ 

fecond Son of the King. In £ Q uort i m erme\i Captain now dead, who hikeAilesfori 

tains were forced to come to^Termes;have exceUently go- 

being of a differ^ hut^rftomhsFMherserfma^ ^ 

verned, if Almighty God had fo p » . - ,i, e Beat b of Horfa , Hengijl lib mmatofitum 

Countreymen went quite down the wind After mejmm g ^ 

Brother took the Royal Tide uponhimm ^ ut not a ble to refift tum Keith 

minfler writes; that thru* he , ia was daUy vexed at Sea; and cyf*?,. 

the valour of Vartmtr ^ cinlten bSd them, and returned into ^ 

at length the Saxons left their Wives intelligence that Authour had, till mftei fro- 

Germany. And there they (laid, ”whfwas poyfoned by procure- 

fuch time as they heard of tbe deathof thoufetxd men Heegi/t returned into Zccpmma. 
ment of Rower his Father’s Wife. With tour thou^n m NobleSj that r „^ 

Britain , and with f °^'fetteS’^hidTbeing^adl known to Hemfl'y hbSSTA® 
teef“ he bad no defignagainfi 

^rri^ excepted; who heing now «moved cm o 

,o fubmit himfelf and all his men to hrsp«ffure. to-keep »^ ma^r fell us 

fit, and fend back the reft mm d «- Co^y. to in a Battel at C„- 

how two years after the " 1 ”)‘BW. f . B J ritlli „ s four chief Commanders, q^h 

ganfarJ, Hem#, f A E fi‘ hl i ™ a™ in a totally routed and flying to 
and as many thoufand men; die reft bemgt * d fo a Battel at aplace «Ued^f;^L, 

Sm" “rincS and’loft ?an 

ftoS whom the place recewedtename^ and Bagg^ and^'Tr 

uncertain) he gave them fuch a Defeat, mat tney wit r inltllok 

aU xi.^So different are Writers in iheirRe.alion^ what ^ffed^m^ ^rne^ 
times; but from all laid together it fo° u u P ? 5 !f[nt 0 Germany, to fome remote wine 




Vortigcrn's 
Companions 
murthered by 
Hcngift and 
his Saxons. 


EJfcx, Suffex 
and Middle- 
fix, afligned 
to the Saxons. 


onely there, but upon the Sea, as the word Witteds-ileat 1 ~ ~—~-— 

Hen 0 . Wgg landed, invites Vmigern his S^n-iriSw to a leal? >L £“* 
with three hundred of his Nobles ; iome fay the-meedbe was annnlnVi. 5 9 ?— 

Treaty, >to order rheir-Aflairs. To be for* % fooS 4 mattffS^ ^ ' 
number of Jus own men; fofficient to. overpower 

to sj^e-cltief of thoje.that could perform^any f thi^iehher Tn* (Sjuncii W 

agamllthe Saxonlntott^ he firft caufedthem to rahea Quarrel^SSeh wl ' 
they wer^ warm with Wine, and. more *bIeto brkWl thah to^ 
the • Watchword was given, Nemt Coar Scanes, 

nuteis, apd murthered .ajl tlieir three hundred Guefts in the place Th^f^ 

Ecclefiaftical Perfons, and partly, for tlikf Reafon, ( |aX for fear of fhe^L^f 

hi blHim *E£*ftP ^&** *^ ? Ued 

by fome called Ambrofius and by odyzljtferlin His^Son urn^rtfrf ?r°^ et> 
vemment and in his Jh&ce reigned £o- 


ce?d s .Vorti- Aurelius Ambrofius, or Ambrofius Aurelianus fas BeAa nllc hirr.^ 

in the. rage, and provoking their' Enemies )? s / e " a ™lsh\m) they took c ou .Hifi.iib.u 

cfy ’*.&**' 

. thuri and what Arthur ihouidthis be but him whim ^ 2? 1 W ? rs ? f ° ne Ar ~ 
Pendragon his Brother But fo varScS™ • ¥ rS make the Son of 
tiff and Saxon Authours that fi arethe ^portsof our Bri- 

tainpy hav™K tS “ ° { T 

mus, as we lately hinted about Northern will ho, i • An,bro fi us Aurelianus, Nr- 

44 <- 

ha writes^that at 4taSSw Wreuiim : whtrei| ~R&- 

the Saxons, and Gortimer and Cativern the^nn? ^ ^ 8 f the Battel againll«» PrM 
And this he accounts the feventhr , ns of K ort % ern > the two others : ******* 

of Monmouth ^ e f that he btl V f ? r their ? mw ° into the Mwd. * w ’ 
had2n!S the Govemm^f^ u h ? S er , the death of his. Son 

496 have happened in the year 406 enHintr Pu ’ D wuck Matthew Florilegus notes to 

497 gethar, Sftha y Sr*% 7 ttLflT'Z “ 4 s Ufa to- 

498 498, which he wriS 7 to have .coSSd^afmofttv^ vSti“ S/- ft 
treyman Buchanan agrees with the Jffc/fA z>«W Towel in ^/rSni™ * hlS CoUn ‘ *»*««"’** 

481 his Government, which he will have beann in m afl ® nui 5 J 9 years toin«fgf 45 . 

500 in coo. e be S un ln the year 4^i, and ended juft ^Bman.Rg. 

Z4. But gum Cat * logo - 
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14. But concerning Amlrojtus , none is more out of the way than Ajm/iax the Scdjt. r. 
Cardinal, who imagined, and that for many Reafons, he tells us, that he lived v^~v"v* 
in Ex)lp.'.wider Odoacer the King of the Heruli in Italy- whereas, not one tole- rtd Ann ; 47 «- 
rable ftiew of reafon can be afligned, more than his very Name,' of which there 477 ‘ 
were feveral hefldes this our Britain , who (he fays) took the Purple, but not . 
the Name of Emperour upon him, which he himfelf firft attempted, but not 
his Parents, as Btda hath it, who writes, that thefe things happened in the Reign 
of Zeno x\ic Emperour. The Cardinal as to his matter'was alfo impofed on by 
the fajfe Cqpy of Gildas , publiflied b^ Polydore Virgil , wherein the Singular num- Pro *» d «tis 
ber is pen’d inftead of the Plural, which fault crept alfo into that Copy of Be- kgi ‘ 
da's Chronicle, ,which P<?«/«r Diaconus ufed; and the errour became fo infedbive, 
that Onuphrius Fanninius and Oclavius de Strada in their Catalogues of the Roman. 
Emperours, talk of the Emperour Ccefar Ambrofius Aurelianus , Pius Foelix , Augu- 
47 S <*s V/ho was faluted Emperour in Arita/a in the year 475, the tax7 of the 

City, and flain not long after. - So much are we in the dark as . to Ambrofius , 
whofe Commendations yet w:e are told that Gildas an excellent Hiftorian of the 
Britains wrote, above other Kings; nay, in an elegant ftyje faithfully tranfmitted **,Scatichr 0 - 
his Ads to Pofterity. Geoffrey of Monmouth indeed writes, that he had a Book }£{,%%!£. 
which Gildas the Authour intituled, concerning the Vidtory of Aurelius Ambro- lib - 4- c- ult. 
fins. Its to be feared the Title belied Gildas , but whatever it was, from it and 
a Brit iff Copy brought out of Armenia , and given him by Walter the Archdea¬ 
con of Oxford , Geoffrey tells along Story of this matter, whereof learned Vffer 
thus gives ns the Summ. ... 

2,5-. Vortigern being.dead, the Saxons betook themfelves to the Parts beyond Lib.i. Cc.3 4, 
Humber , where they were no fooner arrived, but Ambrofius was at their heels. 

In his paflage he was much afle<fted to behold the Countries fo defolate, but efpe- 
cially at the fight of fp many Churches laid level with the Earth, which he 
Overthrow* promifed fiiould be rebuilt if he got the better. Hengifi brought into the field 
Hengifl in againft him, about two hundred thopfand Armed men, at a place called Morif- 
beli , but iugaging in Battel was worfted, and he himfelf, near to the City of 
Conan , by tile Britains called Cair-Conan and Cuningburgby the Engliff was taken HAieConif- 
Prifoner by Eldole the Duke of Claudiocefter. The City being alfo afterward^ ta- fe&i 
ken, an d they coming to confider what Jhould be done with Hengifi^ Eldade the Damm { e i 
Buhop of Claudiocefter^ the Brother of Eldole , a man of great ^Prudence and Reli- Donum fi uvi ~ 
gion, harangued to this effetft. Though all ffould agree to fet him at liberty I um ’ 
my Jelf would cut him in,pieces. For I would imitate the Example of the Prophet 
Samuel, who having in'his power Agag the King of Amaleck, hewed him in pieces , 
faying : As thou kafl made Mothers Childlefs , fo will I make thy Mother this day 
Cpudkfs among Women. Doe ye in like manner to Hengift, who is another Agagr 
Who is flain. Which faid, Eldole ded Hengift out of the City and flew him. This Marlen the 
489 Flowergatherer, writes to have happened in the 489 year our Lord, adding that 
„ Hengift fucceeded his Son Ofric in the Kingdom of Kent , being firnamed '*s£fc 

£S ed -f om who ^ aU tIie Kin s s of Kent to this day are called Afc-kynges. He differs - 
ofiic in lhe P? 1 °" e year in Jus Account from Etbelwerd and the Saxon Annalifts, who ma- 
Kingdom of king no mention at all of the death of Hengift, neither of the many Victories 
-which the Britains obtained over the Saxons , write that <^£fc fucceeded in the 
Kingdom of Kent the year preceding. 

26. Geoffrey proceeds, and tells us that Ambrofe befieged Oita the Son of Hen- 
gifty who had fout up himfelf in Torf and Eufa hisKinlman, who had done the 
like in the City Alclud or D'unbritton ; and conftraining them to yield themfelves, 
granted them the Countrey lying near to Scotland. For all his Intent was, how to 
reltore his Kingdom to its ancient condition, his ftudy how to reform the 
>tS 1CS> ren , ewthe vi S° ur and force of the Laws, eftablifli Peace and thecourfe 
i - 1 CC * Thence therefore he went to Gwinton, to repair it as other places • 
which when he had performed, by the advice of Eldade the Bifliop, he proceeded 
to the Monaftery near Cair Caradoc , now called Saleberie , where lay the Confuls 
.and Princes, Whom wicked Hengift had betrayed. There in -the Mount of Am- 
to ms (the Founder m old time as is reported) was a Monaftery of three hundred 
Friars. By others this is called the Mount of Ambrofe , and faid to be that place, 
now known by the Name of Stakenges, where the prodigious Piles of Stones were 
not, as Polydore affirms, raifed by Ambrofe in memory of thefe Princes, as is vul¬ 
garly believed, but by the Britains in memory of Ambrofe himfelf, who at this pm ew 
place ended his life in Battel. He tells us this Monument is to be ieen in the ■dngfic.^fi'.. 
Diocefe of Salisbury near to a Village called Amfbery , or rather Ambrefbury y the Uk 3 *« 

Name 
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Se< 5 t I. Name denoting the Village of Ambrofe , whofe name or that of Ambrius (if any 
iuch there was) the famoufhefs of the Relicks of St. Melorus (or Melior) quite 
buried afterwards in the faid Village. But as to the Britijb Princes (lain by Hen- 
gift, that their memory might be perpetuated at the fuggeftion of Tremoutt or Tre¬ 
mor in the Archbilhop of Carleon, Ambrofius Aurelius , as Geoffrey tells the Story, 
lent for Ambrofius Merlin a Prophet, and with an Army of fifteen thoufand Armed 
men under Conduct of his Brother Vther Fen Jr agon , lent him into Ireland, whence 
he brought from the Mountain Killara, notwithilanding the oppofition of Gillo- 
mant King of the Ifland, that noble Strudlure of Stones, which he placed in Sa¬ 
lisbury Plain, where at this day it is to be feen. Though this be no better than 
an old Wives Tale, Giraldus Cambrenjis makes mention of it, as that this Strudture Topograph. 
of Stones, being called Chorea Gigantum(becaufe Giants had brought them from the di fi' ca P- 13 - 
utmoft Borders of Africk , and placed them in the Plain of Kildare ) was by the Non proa,id 
Divine Diligence of Merlin , at the defire of Aurelius Ambrofius King of the Bri- CafiroNafinji 
tains brought out of Ireland into this Ifland, and placed in the very fame pofture 
they had formerly flood in that place, where the flower of Britain , had under pre¬ 
tence of Peace, been wickedy butchered by the perfidious Saxons. 

2.7. In reference to what Giraldus writes of Ireland , the late Learned Primate 
thereof obferves, that in the Countrey of Kildare , about two Miles from the 
Caftle he^mentions, two fuch like Piles are to be feen, which in that Countrey, 
they call the Long Stones , although the Writer of the Britijb Hiftory feems to 
have Killair , which is fituate in the Wefiern Meath, where Giraldus affirms in his 
time to have been, extant, a certain Stone called the Navel of Ireland , as feated 
in the middle thereof,for which yet at the'King’sCounty at Birr a ,another hallowed 
Stone is at this day ihewed. But to that Pile of Stones in Salisbury Plain, none 
in all Ireland feems more like than what is to be feen in the County of Corke, 
near a Town called Cloughtekilty, from Stones lying in a woody place; where 
are alfo to be feen the Foundations of a very large Houle, which the Inhabi¬ 
tants report to have belonged to Sir John Mandevill\ fo famous for his Travels of 
four and thirty > ears. But for the completing of the Fable( which thence feems to 
have had its rife, tiiat in Ireland fuch kinds of Mafly piles have been feen ) we 
muft take notice of what Geoffrey of Monmouth writes concerning die return and 
Succefs of the Britijb Army. Being arrived with a profperous Gale, they began 
with their Stones to fet out the Sepulchres of the murthered Nobility. This be¬ 
ing made known to Aurelius , he fends out Meflengers through the feveral Parts of 
Britain , to aflemble both the Clergy and People to the Mount of Ambrius , 
with Joy and Honour to adorn the torefaid burying Place. They being met 
accordingly on the day prefixed, Aurelius lets the Diadem upon his Head, and 
Royally celebrates the Feaft of Whitfuntide , together with the three following 
days. Having bellowed Honours upon fuch of his Subje&s as had deferved, and 
particularly bellowed the Metropolitical See of fork upon Sampfon, a Man of great 
fame for Religion, and that of Caer Leon upon Dabritius , he commanded Merlin 
to fet up the Stones he had brought from Ireland. He in obedience to his Com¬ 
mands eredted them,about the burying placejuft in the fame manner they had former¬ 
ly flood in Killair in Ireland&nd plainly lhewed,that wit prevaileth above flretigth. 

2.8. Such is the Fable concerning Stoneheng ( which though a Fable the Rea¬ 
der is to know) and concerning Ambrofe and his Prophet Merlin. But as there 
is no Law againft the Improvement of Fables, Ninnius the other Britijb Hiflorian 
joins King and Prophet in the fame Perfon, making that Child which prophefied 
to Fortigern the Son of & Roman Conful, and calling him by the Name not of 
Merlin but Ambrofe; as that he was concealed by his Mother for fear of the King, 
who yet afloon as he had confefled his Parentage, either to reward his Predidlions 
or as his Right bellowed upon him all the reft of Britain , retiring himfelf to alo- 
litary Life. Amongft thefe Incertainties of this, we may be certain from a more 
fure Teftimony of Gildas , that whatever otherwise this Ambrofe was, the Britains 
owed much unto his Courage and Condudl, by which a flop was for the prefent 
given to the violent proceedings of the Saxons , although their Writers conceal all 
tilings, that made againft the Reputation of their Nation; recording nothing but 
Succefs and Victories on their own fide. And indeed fhortly after they had fuf- 
ficient occafion to doe it, notwithftanding the real Performances of Ambrofe, and 
all the Romantick fine Tales told of his Nephew Arthur. For whatever became 
of Hengifi • if he was flain in the North, in the South another of his Nation ap- 

FJU and hi* peared, Ella by Name, who made himfelf King of another part of the Ifland. In 
arrive the Year 477, (eleven before the death of Hengift , as fome place it) with his 
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three Sons CymenJPleting and Crffdjm three Ihips he arrived at a place called Cymen- Se6b. I. 
jhore in Suffex, whereupon the Itihabitants being call into agrievoUs fright flocked 
in vail miiltitucles, to the pldce of their landing from all Quarters. The Saxons chanolSaxm 
being tall of Stature, and very flout and vigorous, received them couragioufly ■<*"*• D - 
who came hand over head upbri them, and notwithftanding their great Numbers j^ CJ>om 
put them to flight with filch llaughteras might be expedbed from ,fo unequal aryn- A i; e 

And fcize up- Leagel, The Saxons feized upon the Maritime parts Of Suffix, anef ilill inlarged Ion& ~j hip 
on the Coun- Territories till the riinth year after their Arrival, wherein the Britains found JJI Sunn 

theinfelves foconcerned,that they joined their Forces together,and irigaged them near pj A 

a place called Mercredesburnanffede. TheVicftory was doubtfull,bbth Armies drawing cimanui 
off after much lofs to their own Quarters which caufed Ella to fend for frelh fupplies, Q p y ra 
as Henry of Huntingdon writes, though others are Unwilling to let him pals out j-cypum 0 n 
of the Field without Gonqueft, according to their Cuftome. However five years ^SaJrcope 
after this, Ella and Ciffa his Son laid fiege to a little City called Ahdredes Ceajler , ^anemr.eb 
and taking it ufed their ConqUeft with fuch feVtrity,that they left not one Britain Cymenep 
therein alive. oSX™ 

2.9. Now is Britain become the field of Fortune, News is perpetually brought 
to the Saxons, of the SucCefs of their Cotintreymeti, and there is no one Eminent pealarrume 
for Birth or Arms, but promifes himfelf a good Ihare of fo fertile a Countrey, to- on pleame 
gether with a Royal Title. In the forty feventh yealr after their firflcoming^into be&py pon 
Cerdic and his Britain, as Hedry of Huntingdon\ 'Count ter die (or Certic) the tenth in Lineage on = 5 one 
vadcTh” iB " fr° m Woden, an old and well pradlifed Souldier, with Cenric his Son, andfo many P E6u 
ilnd.' e men as he could trahfport in five Veflels, arrived at a place which from him was 5 e ^™ nc6 
called Cerdicefere. No fooiier did the Ihips appear, but the Inhabitants of thefe 
Parts fufliciendy warned heretofore, ftatid upon their Guard, and as the Invaders Humimfcnm, 
indeavoUr to land, manfully oppofe them. But the Saxons Hill advance, andi« hanepug- 
What ground they once gain nevermore forfakeit, tiliat lalh the Britains in vain 
refilling, they get fiuffiCierit footing in this Part alfo of the Ifland, infomuch that adtmtus eo. . 
the Britains vehemently fufpe&ing what the Induftry and Yalotir of Cerdzck and runi-cbrotuL 
his Son might farther produce, combined againft thern With all the Power they 
could poflibly make. But within feven years after their corning they had caufe to Hie locum w- 
be a little diverted from them by a frelh Onfet of new Gamefters, who arrived 
Another inva- alfo out of Germany. One Fort with his two Sons Bleda and Magla with two Vef- /,« 
fionby one f e ls arrived at Fortfmouth ( fo named from him ) and without much Difficulty rijeapepe- 
Pm ' repelling fuch as unadvifedly made head againft them, and haying flain a young bupnan 
Britijb Nobleman of great Eminency, carved for himfelf and Followers another ^ 6e - 
ihare out of the Countrey. Yet it feems the Adventures of Cerdicb , made the 0 %j™l Am' 
Britains moft apprehenfive, and therefore feven years after the Arrival of Tort , 490. 
and the fortieth after the firft coming of the Saxons , the-Archdeacon of 
Ik A A b A 0 Jj Huntingdon reckons Nazaleod the greatett King of the Britains , a Man both of a chroLhg 
ilrTendragon. great Name and haughty Spirit, (from whom that Region was named Ndzaleoli , Saxon, ad 
which reached to the Place afterward called Cerdicesfordf) gathered the whole ccc C xcv. 
force of Britain to ingage him. Cerdick aware of the danger defired and obtai- Hep cuom- 
ned aid of Efcai King or Kent , Ella King of Sufiex, and of Port, and his Sons, on apegea 
which done he divided his Army into two wings, whereof the Right he led himfelf, eal&opmen 
and committed the left to the Condudl of to Son Cirtrick. Nazaleod, perceiving on Bpecene 
the Right wing to bfe the ftronger of the two, bent his whofe ftrength and fury a- cymucbir 
gainll it with fuch Execution, that after great flaughter made of his men he for- mJ£) r 
The Saxons ce d Cerdick to run away, but purluing with more heat than caution, the left wing ra p am 
Vidiory over C commanded by Cinrick took the Advantage, and falling on liis Rere renewed the m ^one 
tht Britains. Battel with fuch Vigour, that he himfelf was flain in the place, and with him for pce&e >e ij 
Company five thoufand of his Followers. gecpe&en 

30. Such were the Circumftances of the Battel, if the Archdeacon doth not F epblce t. 
take the liberty to frame thefe, arid many more of his own head. But who this 
Nazaleod Ihould be is much controverted ; for the Britains own no fuch King by ^ 
this Name. Some imagine it might be the Britijb firname of Ambrofe , who it’s ^epulhsan. 
certain about this tiirie fought with the Saxons, with various fortune. Others think Cerdids ora, 
it the Name of Vther Fendragon his Brother, whom Heitor Boethius writes to have^ c "^£ 
governed the Britains at this time ; but he adds that this Nazaleod, was a Man J Ce rdfoAbodie 
of obfeure Original, and that Zither made him his General, more out of refpefft cmtraBi^ 
to his Perfon, with which he had long been familiar, than to his Valour or Mili- cbmwLSax- 
tary skill; but beirig the bell Captain next the King hirilfelf, he was flain in Battel on. ad An. di. 
together with fifteen thoufand Meri. Matthew of Wefiminjler tells us how Zfther HunHndtmm. 

Fendragon 
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Sc< 5 t. I. Pendragon now lay fick, and therefore fent this Man whom he calls Nathanliotb 
againft the Saxons, who flew liim and fifteen thoufand of his Britains. But fora 11 - 
much as all the Saxon Annals unanimoiifly call him a King, and fo doth Ethelwald 
and FlorentiusWigonienJis , and the Archdeacon faith he was the greateft King of 
the Britains; Learned Vjher conje&ures, that his Name might indeed be Natanleod, 
and that in refpedt of the great things atchieved by him, he might have the Sir- 
name of Zither, viz. Admirable or Horrible, forfo Zither Signifies, Mat ZJter be- Nora Nimo 
ing an horrible Son in the Britijb Language, and Arthur an horrible Bear, or an de . 
Jron Mall wherewith the Jaws of Lions are'broken. Could we fix upon this the zJffeAumln 
Chronology of thefe oblcure times might be made much clearer, and the begin- Primordiis, 
ning of Arthur his Son, that King of whom Writers fo much talk, and fomuch 
differ- *Af«T©- it a 

30. Though Cerdick, ( or Certick ) obtained the Vi&ory, yet with fo much lofs Britannis 
and danger, that finding Kill fome difficulties, he was glad to admit of freto^’^"” 

Another frefti Supplies. Six years after the Battel, dame two of his Nephews Stuf and Witgar 
uPi’yamveS'vvith three Ships, and landed at Cerdicsford , where they found the Britains in a 
pofture of warmly receiving them. For if Henry of Huntingdon be to be credi¬ 
ted, the Captains had marlhalled their men according to the exadb Laws of 
War. When they marched with Advice and Caution, fome on the Mountains, 
and others on the VaUiesj as foon as the Sun arofe and Ihone upon their guilded 
Shields, the very Mountains therewith glittered, and the Air it felf became 
inlightned and refplendent, wherewith .the Saxons were exceedingly affrighted. 

Yet drawing near to Battel when the two refolute Armies came to joyn, the va¬ 
lour of the Britains, became inferiour, becaufe (as our Writer takes upon him to 
judge) God had defpifed them, and the Victory was evident on the part of the 
Saxons , who hereby obtained places not a few, and the Prowefs of Certic be¬ 
came terrible throughout the Countrey. Thele that came over ftill profperingin 
this manner, not a man there was in Germany who was either touch’d with a 
More Saxons ( en ^ e honour, 01 not well fatisfied with his prelent fortune, but mutt over 
ftill come over into Britain\, and accept of better, which fo eafily offered it felf. Therefore not 
hither. long after the War, whereof we write, many more flocked into the Ifland, and 
as Huntingdon tells us, feized both upon Eaflangle and Merce, though they con¬ 
tinued fome time in confufion, not reduced under obedience of their refpe&ive 
Kings. For many Noble men there were who fcrambled amongft themfelves, and 
in great hafte and Emulation fnatched and feized on fuch Regions as they could. 

Hence innumerable Contentions and Battels followed againft one another for fuch 1 

and fuch Territories, of which we are ignorant, as well as of the Names of thefe 
Cavaliers, fo numerous they were. 

31. But for all their fuccefs, it’s certain they found great oppofition, and were 
not feldomer (probably oftner) defeated than the Britains , who were onely ti¬ 
red out and overpowered by their conftant fwarming into the Ifland, there being 
no end of their Numbers; however the Saxon Writers conceal all that makes not 
for the inhancing of the Valour and Victories of their Anceftours. Great pity it is 
that, as is ufual in great Defolations, the Ruines of Britain buried thefe Monuments 
in the Rubbifh, which fliould have tranfmitted the noble A<fts of its Captains to 
Pofterity, if any luch Monuments there were, if the profpedt of Death and Ba- 
nilhment, of the lofs of all that was near and dear unto them, did not divert 
their thoughts, and their deplorable condition afford them no other Ink than 
Tears, wherewith to defcribe thefe valiant Deeds, which how daring and gallant 
foever, were rendred at length ufelefs and intffe&ual, by the Qrowds of a per¬ 
petual fwarming Multitude. Gildas was no way partial for his Countreymen, to 
lay any great matters of their Valour, yet from that little He mentions of Am- 
broj'e , and of the Vidory they obtained at Mount Badon , as alfb of the vicilfitude 
of fuccefs betwixt the Nations, fufficiently evidence they had Commanders 
fometimes who gave fufficient proof of their Caurage and good Abilities. Though 
as to the mentioning of any of thefe Captains, we are deftitute of Authentick 
Writers (Gildas excepted) yet Fame, and the Report of fome Authours (but fuch 
as wrote feveral hundreds of years after his fuppofed Reign) make a loud noife 
with the Name of Arthur the Son of Zither Pendragon, as Geoffrey of Monmouth 
is pleafed to firname him. 

To VtberPen- 3 Concerning the time of this Arthur •, (fuppofe his Perfon to have been) there 
Sled Arthur, j? ™ ore varie <y of Opinions than concerning that of Ambroje , fo formerly related. 

00 One placeth the beginning of his Reign, fo high as to have it flourifli in ( n ) 

45-8 the year 458. (b) Another bringeth it down nine years, and placeth it at the Plmdr.Anr.nl 

4*7 l u 
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. a67 year of our Lord, the eleventh of the Emperour Leo, and the laft of Hi- Se£t. 1, 

467 lari the Roman Bilhop. (b) Some fay he flouriihed in the Reign of Zeno the 

Suiceffour of Leo. and another will have him butto havebeenForeign- ^ 

.a, vear 0 f t h*.s Emperour, which fell into the year 485-. (*) AH thele weretoreign mordiis ^ 7 , 
4 0 ers Of our own Writers, William (c) the Monk ol Malmejbury,Geoffrey (<0 (c) De % n 
7 mZoZ Male, (0 of Weft^fter and 

would have him made King at fifteen years of Age; whereas (g) Ra^h oiC^fier {dj fi Br; ._ 
■John (h) of Tinmuih, and George (i) Buchanan the Scotchman, defers this oil nis ,Lj.y 
eighteenth, Ralph of Baldec was of Opmion, that he began his Reign in the 

515 v ^ r DXV, as alfo was Thomas Radburn ; Matthew of Weftminfter, and David ^ Lib 

516 C/A place iter DXV 1 .- Buchan at DXXVI 1 I .and Helhr 

back to DXXI 1 . William of Malmejbury in another place ^writes, that Cerdic { ,y in j urea 
coming into Britain m the CCCCXCV year of our Lord, fo beat and terrified the Hiftor 
Brit Jr,that he forced them to fubmit and yield thcmfelvK to h.s vi<aonom Ams. (gjfcpfc; 
and in the twenty fourth year after his coming into the Illand, in the W^ern ^ 

part thereof eftablilhed his Monarchy. But in the place before cited, he writes, An& i. c. 2. 
that in the tenth year of this Cerdic , Arthur began to reign over the 
with whom feveral others, lately mentioned, concur; placing his be ^rting at 
?1 8 the year DXXVIII. To this one adds, that Cerdic often ingaging with 
5 always came off'with Victory, fo that Arthur being tired out, alter 

had been in Britain fix and twenty years, took an Oath frpm bim,andgave 
him the pofieflionof the two Shires, Hantjhire and Somerfet. ieW that re¬ 
nowned Antiquary, from other Authority affirms this done after Cerdic had been 
506 in Britain but twelve years, viz. in the year DVI. Thomas Radburn to bis Ac¬ 
count, adds ten years more with this Note farther, that Cerdic for an Annual 
Tribute permitted to the Inhabitants of Cornwall, the free exercife of the Chri- 

SeveraiBattels ^u^however, Arthur was beaten and tired out by Cerdic the SaxonJSmgi 

TiZsaxon There is great noife made of his overthrowing the m no \fewer jbantwelve 

S3ST feveral Battels. The firft of thefe, they fay, was fought n^r the1 Mouth^of a cer- 
the Britijb t ain River, called Glenns or Glenn . die fecond, third, fourth, and fifth, near ano- 

King - . ther River in the Britijb Tongue called Dulgas or Duglyy, the fixth at a Rivers 

fide called Baffas; and the feventh in the Wood of Chehdon, which in Britijb had 
the Name of Cattcit Celidon. Matthew of Wejlminfler beftows this Flower upon 
, l8 this Battel. In the year of our Lord DXVIII, Arthur Rmg of the > Britains (faith 

5 he) having got together a great Army, marched therewith to the City, rafted 

then, Caerlindcoit, and now Lincoln ; where finding out the Saxons, he maderan 
unheard of flaughter of them; for in one day there Mi oi thtm fix thotdand 
men, of whom fome were drowned, others killed m the fight, or rnthe Mit 
for he left not off purfuing them, you mull know, till they came to the Calidonia* 

Wood ,when they rallied and made Head againft him. Arthur percemng their Refo- 
lution, caufed Trees to be cut down and the Trunks thereof fo placed about them, 
that they ihould have no way to efcape, refolving there to ftarve them to death. 

Of this 7 they being fenfible, begged leave they might return into Germany, though 
with naked Bodies, to which heconfented, after he had fpoiled them of all they 
had, and taken Hoftages for the payment of a Tribute. But enough verily of this 
Battel. The eighth was fought near (not the River but) the Cattle of Summon, 
where all the day he carried the Image of the Virgin Mary upon his Shoulders. 

The ninth in the City Leogis, in Britijb called Caerleon. The Tenthin the flioar 
of the River, which we (faith Huntingdon ) called Tratteheurott. The eleventh 
upon the Hill Brenoin, by us (faith he) called Cathbregion, or Catheregio. And 
the laft was fought at the Hill of Badon, where he himfelf, without afliften 
any other Britain, flew four hundred and forty men Thefe Battels and the 
places thereof, faith the fame Authour, doth Gildas the Hiftoriographer fet forth; 
all which places yet are to our Age unknown, which we think came to pais by 
God’s Providence for the defpifing of popular air, flattering praife, and tranfitory 
fame. However many Battels were fought, wherein fometimes the Saxons, and 
otherwhiles the Britains had the Victory : But the move Saxons that were loft m 
fight, the more came to their fuccour, being invited by the Countries round 

14. However true may be his Story of the Battels, the name of this Authour 
is falfe, for Gildas it was not, but Ltinius that was his Relatour. For the ele¬ 
ven they muft pafs, and ftill continue as unknown, as the Names of the places 
where they were fought ; but for the Battel at Mount Badon , that fuch anyone 
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Sect. I. t!lcre was at Hill, is out of doubt from the certain Teftimony of a true Gild.is 
w^v~n-. whoever was then the Britijh General. Here Matthew the Flowergatheref ftrews 
his flowers or his Romantick Stories about him, and joyning the matter of this In- 
gagement, with that of the other in the Caledonian^ ood, tells us, that it repented 
Colgrin, Baldulph and Cheldrick the Saxons, that they had made an Agreement 
with Arthur. Returning therefore into Britain, they landed at Totnes, and at 
lafl: befleged die City of Badon. Arthur receiving the news, commanded their 
Hoflages to be hanged, then hailing toward the Siege, commanded all to be in 
Arms. He having already on his Corflet, fets on his Head an Helmet, whereon 
is ingraven the Image of a Dragon. On his Shoulders he hangs a Target, called 
Pridwen , whereon was painted the Image of the Blefled Virgin, which he often 
called to mind. Being alfo girt with the beft Caliburnian Sword, into his right 
hand a Lance he takes, named Iron- and having given all convenient Orders, 
boldly fets upon the Pagans. They flood manfully to it all the day, and killed 
many of the Britains. The Sun growing low they feized upon the Mount ad- 
joyning, and for that Night ufed it as a Camp, whither the next Morning Ar¬ 
thur with his men afeended. But in afeending he loll many of them, the Sax* 
ons having the advantage of the upper ground. But the Britains having with 
.great valour reach’d the Hill top, moft dreadfully laid about them, and made as 
dreadfull daughter of their Enemies, inraged at their difficulty and lofs. The Saxons 
couragioufly refilled, not fearing to'flretch out their Breads towards the points 
of Spearsand Swords, and mucji of the day, was fpent, when Arthur having 
drawn his Caliburn or Sword, called upon the Name of the blefled Virgin Mary, 

and rufliing amongft the thickeft Troops of his Enemies, whomsoever lie ftruck 
he killed without any more to doe; neither ceafed he to flay till he had flain no 
fewer than four hundred and forty men. Here fell Colgrin and Baldulph with his 
Brother and many thoufands of Barbarians. But Cheldrick perceiving the danger 
of his Companions, was fo wife as to run away with the remainder of the Army, 
whom the King commanded Cador the Duke of Cornwall to purfue. Finding no 
place of lecurity in flragling Companies, they came at lafl to the Ifle of Thanet, 
whither yet the Duke followed them, and never relied till Cheldrick being (lain, 
the reft gave up themfelves into his Hands. 

3 S- ho doth Matthew tell the tale in conformity with Geoffrey of Monmouth , who 
fetting it out at length, hath this Circumflance, that th € Saxons having wafted the 
Countrey as far as the Severn Sea, thence took their way to the City of Badon , 
which they befieged: After that Arthur being entred then into the Province of So- 
merfet and perceiving what was done, animated his Souldiers to Battel, who being 
cheared up by the Benediction of Dubricius Archbifiiop of Caerleon, firft drove the 
Enemy up to the Hill, and the day following utterly routed them. This City of 
Badon is, as John of Tinmuth and others rightly obferve, the fame with that we 
now call Bath, to the Britains known by the Name of Caer Badon, as well as 
Tr Exinant Twymin, in Ptolemy called taata ©epma, in Antoninus Aqute 
Solis, and by the Saxons Bapamejtep 8 c b&c B par, and from Difeafed People 
which flocked to the Hot w 7 aters Acmp.n cej-tep : In Stephanas we reade it Badica, 
and in Latin by the name of Bathonia. The Hill feemeth to be no other than 
the very fame, w'hich now is called Bamefdoim , over a little Village near this 
City, which they call Bathflone, on which there are Banks and a Rampire yet 
c.unden in to be feen. And the vale which runneth along the River Avon is named in Britijh 
l "" erJetJ ,re ‘ Naut Badon , or the Vale of Badon. As for the time wherein the Battel was fought, 

Gildas, according to the beft reading of his Text, tells us, that from that to the 
writing of his Epiftle, had intervened forty years and one month, the Battel and 
his Nativity having fallen into the fame year. This (as Matthew of Wejlminjler 
S~° ^lls us) was of our Lord the DXX, with whom contents the Chronographer of 
the Britains, who reckons from this Battel of Badon to the death of Arthur, two 
and twenty years. By which account Gildas mull have been born in the faid 
year DXX, and have written the Epiftle, now extant, in the year DLXIIII. 

3d. This is the lafl: Battel faid to have been fought by Arthur againft the Sax- v f er ' 

. , „ But many other Exploits are told to have been done by him, as well within JTJ 

\iuwei King of as without. Howel the Albanian, or King of Scotland, the Brother of 

Scotland. Gild’s Albanius (not Gildas whofe Epiftle we have fo much fpoken of; but one 

elder than he) a young Prince of great valour and hopes he flew, which that we iniufidaUy- 
may not take for a Fable we are told,by one concerned for the Britijh Hiftory,that turn,five An - 
in Venedotia the place is yet to be feen, which retains the memory of the Battel, r 

where is erefted a great .Stone bearing the Name of the faid Howel according to l oan - i >,Jguu 

the 
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-, A Wc .nprnetaatitie the memory Jbf Tuch like things. Bur 

dieicuftome of the Ancientsof perpetua g .. wb : c w grew quite iti ano- 

Matthew .of iVeftMitfler d | Hoel, Kirig/of the lefleri BnUin, th &Ad AmuGra- 

ther Garden. -He ■ SU the African Britains ,-/That 5 ‘ 7 - 

Sifters Son ot . frighted thence to London by the aiming ofCheL 

that ■ ha,VLng_befieg^_ r^i, f e ntI,to : this. his. Nephew to let. 

Wricil with feven hundr « P _ r -Britain who,underftanding the dangeVwhere- 

him know- the men, and -the next fan 

in his -Uncle flood, Afth an Army^ He ^| sust hat Arthur rc-cieved him with joy 
wind, arrived at the Port ot 'Hmn. H«ein£st i hart. 

and honour,-becoming hl5 .^ ,al X “he«ar "fa th"- fight^ at Lb* he -writes > 
notone word concerning .h«n, ~ , pjftshad befieged him in the City - 

how Arthur received news, t^“ he {j nc ] e w hh all fpcld hatted to relieve 
AlchiJ, where he lay flek. . t „ a place-calledWwwjSf'- whither Ar- 

him; which whenthe night, andv.got -to-the-: 

thiir followed and befieged them, But. V together; 5nd.for ihteen .days 

Lake of Lumonoy ; whereupon. he fo h ft f r ved , with hunger. thoufands 

together befieged them -in the IAand^ he . c ° C Y . bar{ j f 0Qt and bafeleg and - 

of mem died, which moved _the.Biflm^ ofjheCCTantreyh^^^p^^^^l* p eri . : 

ISSmSlS fSSS&M not before this-rndJlifie, gran&fthempa, ^ ? 


whom all the water of the Lake could not oeiurc uu*.^ * * A fa^ 3 

ted in the Houfe of the Duke of invite allnotable Perfons from all quar- * Leffbm Ed- 

Ladies of the whole II““^ .Now do*,he otiforfooth, and^J”^ 

ters, and becomes fo pleafant in his > demeanour, : he provokes at diftant quod confaJe- 
wearing his Armoury-by fpeakmg znd]hist temeam our, ay andHonefty be . r «it Bsgnum 

People to Emulation ; mfomuch tlut the Rings either loved or feared JJ^qVd 

Then Invades hlg divulged through divers Countries, ail J S his exploits abroad. With a expulit Sara- 

Ireland. Anri th^re was good reafon ; now beiioia ms y r nr nil his cenos & »”*- 

hl ; M \t la Invaded + Ireland, the King whereof, GtUamurg, ior alin s ^ . 
mighty Navy he firft Invaded T _ hrandees were forc tto come and fubmit no quo d (ub- 
Bmvado’s, being taken Prifoner, all his1 Grand^s &nd SwQrd> HoUa nd, jugavii Ner- 

Hottand, lute- themfelves. / Then made lie nothm^o under Tribute; which done he ZTtifalll 

a " d t J he Juteland, and the Ifies Or cades, all which he iu himfelf a matter of 7 years, ultra earn, fiii 

mes 0rMrfM -^turned into Britain. |jHere, it:feems he become- Matter of 

Then, calling in his mind, and could m driv ^ ab be fore him; He Sails to SJdam, i 

all Europe; he refolvesto begin Northward, ! KinS of the Countrey. dead, mbernUm, 

Thence he . * Norway, whither, when come he Rn f s J lc jff hur bls SurcefTour, -being his 
Sails TO Nor- w ho had left Loth the Sifters Husband , n efs and beauty. As young as he me imdiam, 

m ' Nephew, and a young Man of admnabl g vears Q f Age, fentto Vigilius the Winiandiam, 

was, he had a Son by name Girdle of War. Arthur finding Roe, Fcmelan- 

Pope to breed, from whence he receiv ^^ advanced Loth to the Crown, diam. Wire- 

things at this P afs *. , ha ™ 1 f ®,[““ U ^ fa Gmquit, but returned again into 
and for Joy, would not follow on v-omj » mightily, yea, exceeding^^ e/tfro 

And fo for but not without a defire to conquer Gall , years very vehement, and at L«ppam ,0 

“ mightily thitfted ate. . 1 ^ “ch?“Sg I»Of P e«ifly paf- 
fed^with no^more “oubk than wte tic firft renner af tte ffifay 
he conquered Weuftria , a’Duel ."^ad ihrrendred 

- fa CiTof/ii? and toward the Weft, conquered all An}°>, J-Om, 

Gafcoign , and every Foot of Aquitam.^ ^ n fhreatb after he had Conquered Jff" 

Havina beaten 38. The f year following, being certamh o ’ an d there met with cunt ewnHic- 

the Romans, all Gall almoft at a bit, became to Augujlo mu *.. bu t he made no- 

iZSL S-LtheConfulof btinz *ence %, a Valley fifCSt 
Apes, he pre- thing of killing both .him and all his R after this the Sun was darkened »««»»•' 

ito con. caUe S d ( as truly) Seifuc In the fecond t ^tndnot willing, to behold the*-*"- 
q rRome. from ^ till nine a Clock, envious 1 ad the provinces about the ^idem an An. 

Succeis . of brave Arthur , who havmg ^ b ^ tim e 0 f day was become 537^ ^ ^ 

Alpes prepared to go to conquer Rome. Hi ? f ar an d near to live and ** 

.mighty throughout the World, whereupon Princes .came far ano ! S39 . 
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Scdt, I. learn under him, and to be refrdhed with his facetious manner of converfe But -' 

Prophet of the Britains , \yho affirmed, Thatoppreffed Britain Ihould prevail Wg^v » 
CnKltyoiJrang'r'. For* ' 

bis Feet on the Necks, of the Enemies. The //lands of the Ocean Ihould be Cub- *t 3 V. 
jetted to his Poxter, and he Ihould poffefs the Gallican Foreffs The Ftauf* *fvt d _ tiupdfiiL 
^tfhTT- 16 f b £ F " ,e *”f** a *d his Exit Jhonld be donbtfulff 
*** ** Fe0fk ' md » Mh 

h h “ Vy u tidings! ,his , Bosr h J°™ d b »<* ^in to recover 

nis own *t}e, whilft he is in his way to. take up his Quarter in the beft Pak Z 

Pome can afford. You muft know, that Arthur at his fetring out of Britain w 

—n. wJT'i'y JV'f K f, t0 Mordr ‘i^i M*tar. together withhiS3?" A 
furpI - anr- M ? rdred ' ] , 11S back being turned, ufurps,- fetsthe Diadem on his Head. 

and takes Guenhumar to be his Bedfellow ; joining in Confederacy with thofe w* 

Same°s™ W" ^^theyltted ouJof S^and at rZ 

t0 Mordred. As foon as the News of lb horrid Viianv reached 
the high Ears of Arthur, who had now beg^n to climb the Ladder of Itah Zil 
th ? hem i§ ht Bttupinto**^ the higheft Chamber of the Empire^ 
wfth he rifHrr "“““re. 1 ™* down he comes in a dump,and renirnl 

Zrh of J th " Ifl ? ndsonel X “ids company toward Britain, burning with 

uch a Rage toward Mordred, as all the water in the Sea could notauenrh fo that- 

iw ra of me- po^f^notf? 11 hobadma J 1 - 01 - at h j? return > as at his fetting out. And it was AetA 
chief, enfuing. n ot for nothing, that about tins time fo dreadfuil a Comet appeared in Gall the AdAn ' 541, 

be°o U naTame rOU #h ** JW E ™t palfed, that tL Kns fSL to 
i e °?. a , fla ™ e * Tiefa me yearalfoto ulher m and betoken the gorebloud, which 
Ijiould be lhed when doughty Arthur laid about him, true bfoud dropped from 
i* fet upon by & fo]°i d a °!£““ Hou ^ was found hefprinkled with it, and a grievou^MortS 
King Arthur. Nobl f Arthur hafting towards Britain refolved to Lid in the Port 

JI ^lt Cr T d ? Ued **£*$ whom Mordnd therewith a great MuSt^ 
JLSF# and “sde great daughter of fuch as attempted to comeonfhoar 
Saknt i rgu P l > theKi ^S of Albany, and Walwane the King’s Nephew* 
and well-away others innumerable. But at length after vaft pains takemand much 

fuel his Encmi^ to ,and > and foWy.too tody,pur-* 

E lCS ’ that h ® dr ? ve * Mordred and his Army after nofinall lofs revived 

I aflure ran away -to Winchefier. This being alfo brought to the tender Ears of 
wltJl ° ut Io °kmg behind her Ihe ran away toCaerleon, and hid her head 
SShw" 5 Ta i >ro f efl, ”g her felf a Cchafte) Nun in the Monaftery of Julius 
hlr4clZlsJrfj^s. a , moft m . ad "“hunger comes to Wmshejltr, and there 
te eges Mordred-who the nextMormng is fofawey as to felly out upon theKimr 
and rite Vilhin did much Mifcliief; but for all thL ftiU thoughtoSSit of Let 
orth two pair of Hands, and ran away again towards Commit. S 

. • 4 C - Anhur would not balk him an Ace but followed as faft as he ran and caueht 
w”uldS l Klf eH ^ Ver f-*? w “ ,d y™ he'icve the Rogue"'for a?X 
todveratwS 11 n0rJer ’ and S lve brave Arthur battel - He did it,refolvhS 
notbei^tr'^^^H.aHymorcaway, for he knew not whither to run, hisihoS 
tis S ?nH ke ,h r t?ke J h t° cean * Afadfray followed. Abundance of Bloud 
And after fc- L. ,^ 1 a " d ° f tl f wounded, and dying would have pierced onesverv 

verai bioudy 1Jov J. eis - They had fought almoft a whole long day ( a whole lone dav till Noon 
as dld Hood and the Pinder of mkefiefjj wfien lX ruS not iS 
way 3 with^isSword 0 w . here ,h e hnew Mordred ilrad,*and^^ taking 

MS his word r rn J d r ^S Vin # the ^ nen ? ies “ he couId d0 Ws own Servant! 
with hfs Siclde mv l f bl °7 w ? rk on t > “*«« d ^n the ranks like Corn 
them IVhTt fhXl^> ™ 'S ere , the y w fe the thickeft, and then thralhing 
asafo! and The hotter and hotter, and the Air rings 

?u d j 1 *P 7 ery b J ows that were fttuck. The Villain, the Trai- 
our himfelf fell, and with him the Whelps Chtldrick, Elaph , Esbrithand 

f. t nd many tll 0 n fands Wlth then “> and the Vidbory was Arthurs But woe * 

■ cXt a ^ C Kt^ IS E ^T 1 

and ins Fnends be troubled. Hence ithappeus, that Hiftories makiugnomemS Sft 

of N « fr ’ 
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—— of* the death of Arthur or his Burial, the Britains for the Excefiive love they bear Sedt. I 

him contend that he ftill liveth. Here’s an end of an old long, to the tune of ynr^ 
Arthur of Bradley. A Fable which deferves not confuting. Pity it was not writ 
inverfe afwell as the brave Adventures of Roland. Alas, poor Arthur, that be- 
ine greater than he both as to Royalty and Atchievements, greater by far than 
•For not to Achilles, thou Ihouldft be fo * unfortunate as not to have as brave a Bard to make 
hl y e been dipt thee Immortal by Verfesdipt in Caftalian Fountain! as brave a Trmnp to found 
in cS £ L £** forth th Y Virtues. BUnd and bald Chanters they were indeed, who took upon 
the son of them to publi£h thy Glories. . „ , - . „ , 

jbetis ft om t jg 0 height of indignation can be too great againft thofe ignorant Scribler^ 

10 b'm that wlio by the deformed brats of their brains, have fo impofed upon an ignorant and 
blind Bard did unW ary World. May a blot lye upon their Memories, who fending their Follies 
him Immortal abroad did no tcloath them in fuch Garments, as might difeover them to be what 
By Verfes they really were. Courfe enough indeed their Dreflesare, and the fancy where- 
dipt in dew of with they are invefted is of a very thick-fpun thread. Yet Wifemen indeed are 
c l £4 made alfo often meanly clad, (true Hiftories courfly writ) but Fools Ihould be drefled 
the Eaftern in fools Coats, 9 Romance writ like a Romance, a Poetick figment appear like 
Ccmquerour a p oe tick figment. Let it dance on fix or feven Feet, and jingle with Rithm at 
10 o fortunate every turn, or be fet out with the party-coloured Coat of Extravagant fancy, and 
young Man, Effeminate Language, not clad in the grave, fenous and fubftantial, Qthough 
whofc Vcrtue* ^ Q f ^ Hiftory. Certainly, Reader, if the Sm and Injury of a Lye 
fc So bravo a * confifts in this, that it takes away a Man’s Right and Liberty ofjudgmgorknow- JU> Grm- 
t rump thy whereupon he that took away the means or ways of Knowledge was laid by 

tofound* the Hebrews to fteal the Heart, and the greater or more confiderable the thing is lib. 3. c. 1. 
spencer. w hi c h ihould be known, thfe greater is thelnjury, they that belyeour Progenitour^ 

and take away the means of our underftanding the Originals of our Nations, millt 
needs be guilty of a Theft greater than all others, in the Opinion of a generous 
Man, who by Nature it felf is ftirred up with a defire of knowing the State of 
his own Countrey, the condition of that flock, whence he or his Relations are deri¬ 
ved. But though Britains and Englijb are moft concerned, yet hath this Injury 
extended to f Foreigners, who have, in referenceto Arthur , in the feme manner WiieAtanum 
been impofed oil. That Arthur ihould thus lay about him, doe fuch wonders as *$£££ 
never had been done before j that he Ihould conquer both Eaftward and Southward, pberiam,lib.3, 
fubdue Gall and pierce into Italy, and no notice of him takenby any Hiftorian of 
that time, or any time elfe thlGcoffrey of Monmouth began to collect the old Wives 
tales of his Countrey, and publilhthem in the Latin Tongue ; that he ihould goe 
andfeek work abroad, when he had fo much to doe at home, where fo many 
thoufend Saxons had taken up their Habitations, and already fetled feveral 
Kingdoms; is a thing that no ferious Man with Patience may endure to reade 

° r li^Thefe Romantick Tales have produced this Effeift upon fome more wary 
minds, that the (hadows have brought the fubftance it felf into fufpicion j all- 
though as we fey there could not be fo much finoke, but there muft nave been 
fome fire, and one || of thofe that queflions the very being of Arthur, builds his ^Genebrard 
Conie&ure upon a weak Foundation, and is himfelf in other matters extravagantly ^fh-onogr. 
credulous, and obtruding. Againft this opinion poflibly too extreme on the o- 
ther fide it may be objected, that the Sepulchre of Arthur was found in GlaJJen- potfeinteiiigi 
hury, in the Reign of King Henry the Second;braig buried there, as one 
Monks of that Monaftery wrote, in the Year DXLH. having come mtothatlfland 
of Avallonia , to have his wounds cured, as writes the fo often cited Geoffrey ot Mon- q „i* iUiusom. 
K*g Arthur M0Utk Nay after Geoffrey himfelf was dead and buried, the Sepulchre of Arthur ™™non me- 
SJw was found out, as feveral teftify, andmight have been feen in a great Table of 
buried at GUf- Monaftery, whereon was written to this purpofe: In thts Ijland, which ts called Pnmri. p. 
finbuty. the Jfiattdof Avallonia, yea in this burying place of Saints, at Glaflenbury reft -® • 
the renowned King Arthur,^ flower of the BritifliAi/f«, and Guenhutmra^/r Queen, 

Who after their Departure , were honourably buried , by the old Church , betwixt two 
ft one Pyramids i* time paft nobly ingraven ; and for many years there they refted 
C viz?fix Hundred and twenty Eight Tears) till the time of Henry de Sodi; who 
was Abbat of the place after the burning of the faid Church. Now this Abbat being \ 

often importuned by very many Perfons , gave order to fome to dipgbetwixtthe Pyra - J 

mids, and fee if they could find the Bodies of the foremcntionedTRing andQ^een: and 
before they began to digg they hung up Curtains , and furrounded the whole plat of 
ground. H^ing digged very deep, at length they light upon a great wooden Coffin 
clofe Jhut ,, which having opened, they found his Body therein with a certain leaden Crofa 
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X i. in one part of which was written , H£re lies buried renowned King Arthur, in the ~ 
bland of Avallon'u. Then opened they the Queens Grave and found her Hair di- Avalonia W4 
fhevelled \ and lying about her fhoulders, as if fhe had been but newly buried, which diaa <ft vel 
yet upon touch jell all to Afhes. The Abbat and Convent with great joy, and the ‘taZZiZ Zb 
greatejl honour imaginable, took thence their Reliques, and left owed them in the quod pomm 
greater Church, in a Tomb which within was divided into two parts, and without If nnt > t l“ i » fi- 
nobly cut in a Rock, viz. the Kings Body by it felf at the Head of the Tomb, and plmis %** 
the Queen in the Eaftern part thereof, over which they caufed to be written, their writs abmS 
feveral Epitaphs. d f c > ? el ab 

J 1 1 • Avalone quo-. 

dim territarii 

Wins qrondam dtminatcre. Item filet antiquitm locus tile Britannice did Ynys gttyclrin, hoc eft bifida vitrea, propter 
Amnem, fiil. qunfi -vitrei coloris in. marifeo circumfluentem: 13 oh hoc dipt a eft foftmodum a Saxonibus terram occtipaiuibtu 
lingua eorum Glaftenia, Glas enim Anglice vel Saxonici vitrttm fionat. Girald. Cambrenfi in Specul. Ecclefi diftincl. ± c. 9. 


The tl.ir,on¬ 
ions of his 
Eody. 


Which was 
found in the 
time of Hen .2 
A D. nS 9 . 


Cmfiantine 
fucceeds Ar- 


4 V The Abbat, by whom thefe Bodies were found, was Henry Soliacenfis de *Hicj\uetAr- 
Soily or Sully, and by fome called Suinefius ( not Henricus Blefenfis, the Nephew BggZZgL 
of Henry the Firft, as Leland miftook, confounding them together j who was 
made Abbat after the burning of the Church of Glaffenbury, which happened in 
the Year MCL5QCX1V. afterward Bilhop of Worcefler, and died in the Year, 

MCXCV. He it was that placed their Reliques in a Marble Monument, and damUude 
on it two * Difticks for Epitaphs. But more than this draldas Cambrenfis, deferib esAnZ7Zi ac » 
the Bones of Arthur to us in this.manner, having-been fliewn them by the Ab- hicConjZx 
bat of the place, together with the leaden Crofs lately mentioned. The Bone of t f mu ¥ a 
his Leg reared up by the Leg of one of the ta/lefi men (as the Abbat experimen- guTILrfh 
ted before the Authour’s face j and placed by bis foot upon the ground, was higher cahsvirm - 
than the mans knee full three fingersHis Skull was prodigioujly large and thick, jjZuJZZ' 
Jo that between the Eyes and the Eye-brows one might lay their hand. In it appeared aLfZmda. 
ten wounds or more, all which, one great one excepted, which gaped very wide, and 9* ra/d - u f am - 
was onely mortal, were grown up and cicatrized. As for the leaden Crofs he adds, jffiiZoZ iw ' 
that upon a broad ft one, feven foot within the Earth, and three foot higher than Principe (3 
the Sepulchre of Arthur was found, fuch a Crofs, not inferted into the upper, but ra- s f eC n-° Eccle ' 
ther the nethermoft part of the Stone, having thefe Letters ingraved, Hie jacet fe- jsemndadic- 
pultus inclytus Rex Arihurius in Infula Avallonia cum Weneveria uxore fua ■f fecun- ta vtderi pofi 
da. This very Crofs being taken from the Stone he faw, being fliewn it by 
laid Abbat Henry, and read thefe Letters. But in this Infcription, the five laft alterius abAr- 
wolds feera fome way to be added, for they are not to be found in the Monk of thuroi ^ .# 
Glaffenbury, who tells this ftory in the very words of Girald, nor were they to be Rfi,""' 
fec-n in the Crofs it felf, which was preferved in the Treafury of the Church of?'""” dMe- 
Glaffenbury, till the diflolution of the Monaftery which * Lelandhimfelf with moll: lu «f omm ff et - 
curious Ejes, and careful! Fingers viewed and handled, moved both by the anti- ZpZnZdAn. 
quity and dignity of the objetf. It confided of a piece of Lead about a foot Jong, oix ExCa- 
and in Large Roman Letters, but ill cut, contained thefe words, Hie jacet fepul- fZZfi'ZZl 
tus inclytus Rex Arturius in Infula Avalonia. To conclude this Bufinefs, thefe Re- tavitvjferim. 
liques were fou id in the days of Henry the Second, about the Year of our Lord £ib e an illa 
MCLXXXIX. which may check the opinion of thofe who believed there never ZiZTuxZfit- 
was fuch a Man (the Man we admit of, but the Romantick ftories of him we er *t cu j us * n 
abominate) and had it been known earlier, might have prevented that ridiculous Albania often- 
humour of the Britains, who thought him (till alive many hundreds of years af- ZmlT( qLm 
ter, and that fo confidently, that fliould any Man have faid in the ftreets in f Ar-fnmdmes cd- 
morica or Little Britain, that lie was dead, he Ihould have had the (tones immedi- 
ate flying about his Ears. futuras Jj e . 

44. Arthur being ready to dye, is faid to have left the Diadem of Britain to his bant >.. ut e r x 
Kinlinan Conftantine , the Son of Cador, the Duke of Cornwall , who the year fol-S jX 
lowing had the better of the two Sons of Mordred , who rofe up agatnit him, and HedorBoe- 
purfued them foclofe, that one of them he flew at Winchefler, in the Church of thi J s 
St. Amphibalus before the Altar, and the other at London , wdiere he was hid in a ii'nfeZvide- 
certain Monallery. In the third year they will have Conftantine (lain, and buried rim. 
at Stoneheng, or the Chorea Gigantum, to whom fucceeded Aurelius Conanus, and IZdvnbZ' 
held the Monarchy of the whole Ifland, being a young man very well inclined,^. 120. 
and every way worthy of a Diadem, onely too great a lover of Civil Wars; for** 
he imprifoned his Uncle who fliould have reigned after Conftantine , and having ZaiZhus de 
flam liis tw'o Sons, obtained the Kingdom. Geoffrey writes that he died in the le- infidis. 
cond >ear of his Reign, and that Wortipor obtained the Monarchy, who diligent- 
ly and peaceably Governed the People four years, which done, he left his place An'yf* 

to 


r..isp 7 il. with (he Confantinopolitan Rom. E mpire^ Arthur. 103 

— I. Ma i„ 0 But here Geoffrey and his Companions cannot agree about their Ver-: Sect. I. 

dift- for* whereas he gives to the Reign of Aurelius Conanus, fcarcely two years, '-''"V'v. 
Matthew of Weftmhffer allows , him no fewer than two or three and tlnrtv, and 
fives but three to Vortiporius. But both their Accounts are true alike, whilethey 
make them to fucceed one another intheMonarchy of Britan ,.juft hke thttTheopbzltu 
of Antioch, who makes thofe Kings to have fucceeded one another in one and the fame 
Kin<*dom ; which Mofes writes to haveGoverned feveral forts of People.ForG//^(peaks 
to them all perfonally, as livingand reigning atthefame time,irl feveral Parts of the I- 
fland and whereas they call Conftantine Monarch of Rr/ta/w, he te rms lum Tyrant of 
Damnonia or Cornwall. Malgo whom he calls Maglocunus the laft in the Catalogue, 
bdnf Mother Regains in Venedotia or the Northern Wales, to -the Cambro Bru - 
tliins being, known by thename of MaelgunGuineth fs he whom they cMAure- 
, ¥etalKin „ Hus conanus, but Gildas Caninus rather, is by thefe Writers called Kynan Wledtc, 

% Tyrano fo is Fortiper Gwyrtbefyr. As Conftantine reigned in Damnonta, znd Malgo mFe- 
Reign toge- ne j otta fo Vortipor in Demmetia, South-waleSy as Carmarthen, Pembroke Car- 
,hw ' diian (hires -and Aurelius Conanus , as is conjetfturedyin Powis or lomeother Province. 

J Geoffrey did like our late Writers of Romances, who take fome real- 
Subjedb, fome certain Perfons for the Bafis of their, work, but cloath thefe Perfons 
with fuch circumftances, add fo much of their owii Invention, that in their ftory 
there’s hardly one fentence of truth. Finding all thefe Names gildas and1 wan- j* fi'cceJJbp- 
tins Succeflours for his Arthur, whom he refolved to extend to the feventh Ge- pari impuden- 
neration out of tills (lore he refolved to furniih himfelf, not fetting them, aft at t ii memitur, 
one time as Gildas doth; but making them fu«xeed one another in the Monarchy: 
which thins Gildas overthrows in that he calls Conftantine no Monarch but ly feregeneratia- 
rant, or Regulus of Damnonia. In like manner, by eidier a wilfull miflake, or nem Brittm- 
otherwife came the ftory of the Church of St.. Amphibalus. Gildas wroto that cbia ™ GuiL 
Atnpbibalum Conffantine (lew two Boys of Royal Bloud,fubfanih Abbat is amphibalo, that is un- xeubrigenfh. 
* uil derthe Gown-coator Veftment of the Holy Abbat; forthat Amphibalum was a ^ ef¬ 
fort of outward Veft or Garment, worn by Clerks and Monks, is very certain, mll g Cont . 
hairv on both fides, fo that it was doubtfuU .which was the outward or inward waU.vffr, 
fide of it, whence it had its Name. Now Geoffrey from this place frames a Tale f 
of the Martyr Amphibalus and his Church at Winchefler. Hence camethe very ^ 
text of Gildas to be corrupted fo, that in fome Copies was written fub fantto Ab - 
bate Amphibalo, particularly in thofe which Polydore Virgil followed in his Edi¬ 
tion of this Authour. Hence alfo came the Fi<ftion of the New Amphibalus Gime- 
„us , Abbat of the Abby of Amphibalus the Martyr at Winchefler, faid to have 
written an Epiftle concerning this horrid fad: to Gildas, as John Ball, and from 
him Pirfteus would have us believe. In like manner from fome things charged 
upon thefe particular Princes by Gildas, he has raifed particuhr ftories. From his 
charging Aurelius with Paricides, and Ills being a lover of Civil War, he raifed 
that of ills Imprifonirig his Uncle, and killing his two Sons. Gildas calls Maglo¬ 
cunus Infularis Draco, and a depoler of many Tyrants, another Saul, beingtaller 
than any other of the Britifh Captains; and farther adds, that he was as it were 

drunk with the Wine that was prefled from the Sodomitical Grape. .. I 7 ‘ 

a6 Hence Geffrey tells us, that his Malgo was the moft beautifull Perfon of all 

_ T *. , . .1 1_ r*.. _ 1 •. _ _ monu Thmiik Uraw than 


Britain that he was the depofer or driver away of many Tyrants, larger than 
others, and moft famous for goodnefs. Becaufe Gildas calls him an Ifland Dragon, 
he tells you that he obtained the whole Ifle, and moreover, adds fince other com¬ 
provincial Ifles to his'Dominion, viz. Ireland, Ifland, Godland , the Orcades, Norwey 
and Dacia , having conquered them, by moft cruelly Fought Battels. And becaule Madidus. 
the fame Authour ufed this expelflon, that he was Wet or Drunk with Wine, 
prefled out of a Sodomitical Vine, he reprefents him to you as guilty of Sodomy; 
whereas Gildas meant a general or univerfal heap of Sins and Iniquity, thephraie firem. 23^9. 
being taken from the Prophet andeliewhere, which he had formerly alfo ufed to ™3 2 -3- 
fet forth the wickednefs of Conftantine. A s for Cuneglafus, it’s a wonder lie palt him 
over for he might have filled up fome room in the Monarchical Catalogue; < a ) Girald. 
it’s to be fear’d, the Copy of Gildas he faw had not his Name, there being noMe- 
mory of him in the Britilh Hiftory. But in reference to Maglocunus or Magto, .^ehnd / 2 cuPlures 
elfewhere, that under his Government a dreadful! epidemical Difeafe raged through- apudvfihr. 
out (V) Cambria or Wales, called the fellow Plague, by the Britains T Gall Veleu, ™ *J im0TiL 
from the yellow colour of thofe that were infe&ed, but by the (b) Centuriators ( b) Centur.6, 
Morbus Regius, or the Kings Evil, as the IBerus or Jaundice , is fometimes named 
by Phyficians. As for his Uncle, whom Gildas writes, that he flew in his youth, J In j ice 
he is by others called (c~) Cathwullairj 3 after whole death he Invaded the Kingdom cinonoi. n^s. 

1 of 





i oiflhe Affairs of Britain, lately a Rom . Province,Contemporary Part IV 


Sc( 5 b. i. °f r'enedotia. In conformity with this Ills ravenous and cruel Difpofition he is faid W) M«™T 
being King of the Northern Britains, to have come (V) with an Army to fubdue Z i )T/ l>> ibil 
and prey upon the Southern, to have always been an Affli&er of the Saints, aiii s r 7 i% us 
efpecially of St. Paternus, and to have been in particular (e) curfed by thdiejfm, life 
the Bard or Prophet. Yet is he memorable for fomething not ill • for erecting tannic! 
(/) a new City called Bangor , upon the River Meanath, or Menai ( an Arme of Hnguam l™ 
the Sea rather} which is by no means to be confounded with the other Bangor o 
the Monks killed by Ethelfrid, which flood in Wotton upon the River Dee,not far P PrinflH' in 
from Chejler. This he‘did, and ail thefe tilings happened while he was yet but P-JV 7 - 
Regulusoi Venedotia. But afterwards Matthew of Wejlminjter tells us, he was £’p I ! ,i, & 0 Bs* 
5 '® 1 made King of the Britain at the year of Our Lord DLXXXI; about eleven Civitaum W> 
years after the death of Glldas, the Coraplainer, who died at or about the year 
S70 DLXX, 1 wZ bin 

47. At this time he is therefore thought to have been made King over th eCam- ErJttim 
hrian Britain in General,the form of his Ele&ion being told us by Humphry Lhuyd, T* B *”S mr 
an excellent Antiquaryof Denbigh, as appears by his Fragment (a) of the DefcripliS^^ 
tion of Britain , directed at the point of death to the Learned Antiverpian Abraham 
Ortelius. After that the Saxons, faith his (J) Authour, having overcome the ^wotl cciiit 
Britain , had obtained the Sceptre of the Kingdom, and the Crown of London, longiaCejbu. 
all the People of Cambria , aflembled together at the Mount of the River Dee, to ? oha f- BdT ut 
chule them a King, and thither came the Men of Guynedh\ the Men of Powys, p!%^ undem 
thole of "Dehenbarth, of Reynuc , Efyllrn or Sylluc, and Morganc or Morgan , and dpuicbrovei 
made choice of Malgun , whom others call Maclocun Guened. From this pallaae e n ce,fi ch r° 
InoPmts. lle . co] . , ^ s > t!mt Cambria or Wales, was then divided after the Deftru&ion of Bri- BanyL f Z 
560 taM » * nto Re gi°ns or Parts, viz. about the year of Our Lord DLX. But alter- 

wards, we meet with the King of * Dynetia, falfely called Demetia, the Kings of Sj£j«r c 
Guent Powys, and NortbwaIes,and mention is alfo made of the Kings of Strat Cluy-t°m*Jigr£ 
de ; whence may eafily be collected, that this Countrey was lubjeCt to divers petty D - 
Kings or Reguli, till the time of Roderick the Great • who obtained the Monarchy (b) n,uhf? lL 
043 of Cambria, about the year DCCCXLIII, and dividing it into three Parts, 

lo to be poflefied by liis three Sons, for to f Meruin his eldeff he aligned Guy- f le &‘ busB {‘- 
.nedh, to Anaraud (whom fome make his Eldefl} Powys, and to Cadelh his \ oungeft 
With the ble/Iing of the whole People, Dehenbarth, that is the Right part or * G “ Jr 
Southwales. For the Britain, as Welch at this day, herein imitate the Hebrews, Gwtwt 
that as to the Coafts they look Eaftward, and name the South as on the Right<* Gu > r 
Hand. Tlii s Dehenbarth, though it was in quantity larger, yet in rcfpedtof thole i * nbanb \* 
Noblemen, by the Welch called Tycbelwyr, wherewith it abounded; who were 
prone to rebell againfl their Lords, and difpute with them by dint of Sword it £ anilc M 5 t- 6 . 
was accounted much the worft. This Divifion of Wales ( as generally all Divifl- T- %’ n 'f eri,bi - 
«"sof Kingdoms } at length deftroyed the Government, while the Pofterity of 
thefe three Brothers conlumed itfelf by inteftipeWars, though each Prince \vas^ eJumNor ' 
externally laid at by the Englijh. 

BrfJZ dri- , 4 8 * And fo at length, and by Degrees were the poor Inhabitants of Britain ii™G*ifri- 
ven from their b Y the P**s and Scots, and efpecially the Saxons, outed of their Ancient Seats dus ff nmem 
countrey. and driven fuch of them as fled not over the Sea, to the craggy and mountainous IZZZc 
Places toward the Weft of the Ifland, naturally fenced with Hills, and the Inlets diu 
of the Sea, whither their Ravenous Enemies could not eafily follow them. Here 
they continued a very warlike Nation, as we lhall have occafion in the Profecu- 
t |°? °f our Englijh Saxon Story to demonftrate, and for many years defended 
their Liberty, and though they were feparated from the Englijh Saxon, by a 
ditch or trench, caft by Off a King of the Mercian, yet flood they not onely to 
the defenfive part of War, but made many inrodes into the Englijh Pale, and by 
Fire and Sword wafted the Countrey. Their Succefs had been much better, but 
that they fell out amongft themfelves, and as formerly when they lived in the 
Heart of the Land, fo now alfo they groaned under the Yokes of their feveral 
Reguli or Tyrants, the Names of whom it will not boot much here to mention, 
and the A<fts of whom as remarkable, refpe<ft chiefly the oppofition they made 
S cZiT„ r a S ain “ the the P arts into which they were driven,that called Cambria 

Wales! IS moft conflderable, by them in their Language called Cymbri, and Wales , by 

the Englijh, after the German Cuftome. For, as one * obierves, the Ancient Teu- * L h,ql in 
tones or German, calling the Strangers that lived near them on one fide by the Frag. f. ^ 6 . 6 . 
Name of Galls, or Walls, afterward to all Strangers, and Inhabitants of other Pro¬ 
vinces they gave the fame Appellation, as at this very day not onely the Galls, 
but Italians and Burgundians they call by that Name, as all things ftrange or Exo¬ 
tick 
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CHAP* B-* ______ ~p. • r u e WalLchians upon the Danube Sedt. I. 

—--rr r Vl i(u e - The Waltons in the Low Countries fazed, and folely inha- 

liav<fhem:ereceived tobeh^abfted^b^ftioas ^ 

bited all this Region. had innumerable Skirmilhes, and contefts tiU 

the Ditch of Off a. With whom they tiaci fome pi emTnin gs 

the days of William the Co^neronr S re yTy mundation of the Sea recei- 
who had been driven out of theur t h e Prrnces 

vp j Ro n} a Province of Demetia, to inn > , an( j ftjjl preferve their 

Of Males' could doe, moft '! ala “^ e S 1 o d B r i«L Afterward the BHglf gfpwing 
Uuguage and Cufton.s.d.feent from f;"" S 0 f the Countrey, and at length 

KrtheKo'M^ . 

. 49 e SOT InttftGdMer. 

Speechi h do 

870 quary lately mentioned that till about the y the River Cluda, were poft 

87 Parts lying about Carhle and Galloway 1 1 iell as d at b the Scots, Danes and 

cluya iaj, underftand the tract 01& j D Heret heys caw .S/r^- 

Strat (b) added to 1 River, j *„</ f my, and the liKe* nex ? lcad ^ 

Countrey called efpecially ^ called Dehenbarth by them, Lon j ino a j J4 . 

zed on all the Land betwixt it and theRtva with a great Part of 

^nd the River Severs, thtsdaymha- 

bit fo b ^«ogethet 

of Britain, called Lhoegria, and foi _ w an hs were firft raifed for this very 
Towns which are built upon tb f* am brians, or Weljh into Lhoegria, like as 
end, to reftrairi the Irruptronsof tx Cmbnau ^ (h( , Weftetn Banks.of 

Se Wtvety politickly ereded v«y into J/, and thelaftwhi^ 

the Rhine, to hinder the Inrodes of th Roman, drawn by conflderable 

made, was by the our buftnefe, thefe Counmes 

Towns the more to ftrenghthen it. But p ' {Fli „ tMiDe „li g h,wr £ mtmesvff 

lately mentioned,together witb fomeC^rn h day the inhabitants of them are 

fubtea to tlte Kings Of the *«»!*“, Menot the Men of Mercta For 

known to the VMJiby X«ia««we hinted before in the year DCCI^ 

770 “fditngl^'Sh^a 

Rocks and Rivers for an Hunted Mdes, r ftlll ca lled Claudh Offa, 

Thic nitch retaining its old Name, (for y . ir e Quarters; and almoft 

Ir h L S«h of Oif?) is clearly l f ^‘ft ha« then Nam« ending 

all the Cities and Towns feated on the Eattern no ^ SaX0 „ s there did mha- 
in Ton or Ham which makes Siernfelves beyondthe Ditch (on 

Kit- Yet aeain the Cambrians or Weljh , releated t ^ , and the inhabitants 

this fide as we write) in al ' p ' aC “ cfmtri, in the pronouncing of which 


$ i. So 


io6 'I be Affai rs <?/Britain, lately p^~fy 

dr£„ 

Jf'Tb/X 3 '^' f And a little mull be fpdtef bf o“e who cannot' 

"™: ZifZZf^, U S ?, s the fame 

in the Hiitory ofthe Franks, and alib UfKjn farrftarconfidei^ioi^^Of ff laVe ^' VC j 
m Exploit, all who are meanly fludieddn AnSty have S aZ fwT’ "5 
!>“ were Gulls, isthe Opinion of the beft AuthoJ'f both Wand ZrL Hf nd 
it may be proved, that they either fpalte the Britifh Tongue itfdfoZZat wh£h 
differed a little irorn it in Dialed. Paufanias tells us rharin V that wJ ? lch 
called znHorfe Marcha, and the way of their ferving in war each withes 
iervants, fo that they made three Horfe, trimanhifa Z ilI J l tW ° 
this da)' call three in the Mafculine gender 7rf, in the Feminine Tat and anT ? 
they know by the Name of March- yet this agrees alfo withrEr} i ? 0rfe 
In repera, or Thre is ufed in the feme fenfe,aSS ^L anctm^Td * 

" ords k d °th whole Species of that Noble Animal. But afterward i-L w a * i denot ® the 
^ thele Mr, in their Language, to have termed ^ fi ms 

get now with the Wel/h is no other than Tariam. Farther ' • 1 ? r_ 

• tlie Remainders of the Calls under Conduct of Bathanatius feated * iat 

on the River IJIer, and afterwards divided themfelves into two ParoZ!? VC r Up " 
named ScorJifci planted in Hungary, and the o Z feZZiv rhZ ’ Whe FS fODC 
on part of the near the IVlfunZin ^SZK^e^^Zd 

and* fo ^lilfby dm^ver^ can Lnot a bd^ m ° US I ^^5^* 

ZZZZ^4 OU ^fimZtreb;^“ , S ZSft « f ff‘ 

feme learned men of that Nation would have it Rnrrh* rF C */ ^emfelves, as Lbuydut q M 

assrr 

• vhich commonly they write with LL two of thefe w t-h * batb Pf 011 iar » lotexijlinujk 

kind of Wing the“ ''lTZ7 «PronouncedwSh a ft^£ ** 

Tongue being with feme violence thrKpm^he TeeriiWf^t,*^?'rtf’ T* he 
remaining unmoved, a matter not to be learnt but bylongpraSke fj rr >fS 

» five ^ st?Jar h F^r^oX 

imitating the Greeks hereof one is written with* A Y ui^su* 0 ? tbers ’ therein 
with a tingle prick undernithbythe < Y S* VuI § ar > or 

ierent from^ the Roman V , or rate isproSounc^ in ^ DOt mUch dif " 
more Ample fort were wont to pronounce the LattoeO Thf the 

els and Letter is 7\ and hard to be pronounced O Jr fnA>^ both ofv °W- 
ry to write their words ; and infield of X they Se f' Thl?h are n0t 
thongs, in which, both the Vowels, or three togethe^* oJ£ y haVC m . an 7 Dl P h ‘ 
eth either retain their full found, or at leaf! lome^c ofTt f meCimeS lC ]la PP ei> 

53 . As to the peculiar Idiome of the Tongue thkkwru« m 1 11 u 
the Check and Latin have their Variations ofZneJh h f “ 

their words; on the contrary, thisofdie*J the end ? of 
ter, at the beginning ; whereby it hath happened that hfthe Ito,eZ"frovin^ 

Regions, 




or kr tpben: My ** ead ’ Y f So fire, in Britijb, fan, begets, from mu Ms^ 

^11 thefe Variations, len, phen , and mben. so , for c> C ariad, Love \ umbranlcsvo- 

Fire , 0 dan: with Fire , fj ^/thlove"a chariad: my love Fy nghariad. Farther, c ^^ u ccdant 
From Love , makes 0 ganad, mthlo , y ar iations alfo: as Bara, Bread ;$ mute> nur: 

iLts, 

n • and Rufayn. Rome, makes from Kome, u j y p} } ch, N znd S. Pry dain Bry- 

- d f "n 

legate toZut form upon e "^7’vdikh'fnt may!'wouU^‘abmdantly conStm i ““ 

may be found of the ancient Ga&ot, wmen it it received feme Im- 

u, in this belief, that *cy were tl^lefamti-^m tte L^guj ^ fid 
preflionand Al ,e r at ‘°"theylived in the Ifland, although not fo much as 
how many hundreds °f > n Jrc(b unto Italy. This is clearly to be perceived 

thofe of fucli Countries G«r°or Vr, and Lyfur, , lately mentioned 

ftiil in feveral words, as Ca ”™'. ’ f the Ea fl an d many others. And that 

fair Trl , that word whereby rtiey express tue j fe ^ ^ ^ f lt 

as it received feme Britain, as the Modern french 

and a barbarous Latin was he b of Qal ^ an d the Spanijh and^ Italian- m 

or Gallick Baftard Latin in J ^ fae RoMans f rom thq Ifland, and con- 

the other Countries. But the dUtan caufesthat it cou ld not be foconfide- 

1'equently the Britifo and their departure fo 

^“oS, 

rnTSZh^fSSd^^^^^^^ ^iemenr. t >c'sthegeneiabOp, 

Another part nion that they Inhabitants of this Ifland, boththe 

Of the Bri-. feiz ed by Brif^ a Colonyasit £ f that Feop i e fufliciently demon- 

tarns feated N 0 f Britain the Lefs, and the Langu g ^le Dream and de : 

toe (for that this it’snot foeafie ^ 

Ga - ferves not confuting) but J^hat t fin< 5 of %J B ritains in Armorica, is about the 

to determine. The nr ft me a. er t w t he Ando-Saxons were called out of tann i a deBri- 

year CCCCLXI, about thnty^yearsaftertli^ aB g h of the Britains, fubfen- tannU Armc 
Germany into Britain ; for at that time J » f France and Armorica. In r,cam ' 
bedto the firft fhefe newUh^a^tanK^cfZwperccivingthe drift of the 

the ninth year after this, 1 ch Provinces of Anjou and Poitfou, were fore 

ro^rlrf/iZdwe^fu^n the River Loir “ d ££££& n t0 th?G»^v“nd SgST 

withtd^^rrl ^^icri^fffiitii^Ft^nd^O^dtom 7vrwn»<^ei 

StifwSS^complains that thefe Britain* were aW^SS 
Ziy anffMle, mrmt ^ afe^ard fent for 

and Intelligence mth one another jtubbor. rhoufand Men, but before he fsr Ligerim 

by Anthemins, ftST «d*Sd^ * a " d “ 

* ttartime confederate^ the ?J . We "^“ 
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Se<ft. i. 5 5; We find them therefore at this time in Armorica hut ft ill *-!,,=» C' ~ T— 

Es 

, y 3 earned away with him a great Power of Rritifh Tncauum 

through whole Courage and Induftry having alakfed IhcF^Jlt , Sou ' d 1 ' ers . r /,4 '"'“ 

wX e ^ SCn h and et add “ e btavd^heprn ed in SK* 

Weflward upon the very Shear of the Ocin 5 where at th?s dav fi,irh L r£ T fil V“ 

n^ e an5 EES?r" T*^ “^n to a mghty^pt ta’fc-S£ 

a . ■ nd Language iomewhat degenerate from our Brit aim True it ic that r. ® G *i»me 
Jlantine concerning Military men made this * Edift I ,t tiJll. J c/iS “ “ that C , ■*’) 1 

no®, 

offhe'S««te?d£hheK/fom^ 
ted in Armor c, by^Lt“theSf S^th 

done by Conjlantius Chlorus his Father Genera Mv tUt 6 “If „ rr ! e ^ 1R S «»»/* Cola- 

as°Sn^y“oSd 'if *? dmm thcrc P h “ d hte Brityt&Sg^bm 

,he il“ y C ° ntend ’ that,herewas no Plantation there till after the coming of 1 “ “ 

ing^ how AfoaSwiiifdrainai theHkiKfol^tsMe^ 6 nothin® 4 f^^*I 

them in Armorica. But neither doth tfltrfTc ““thing of his planting » fc, 1 

how the diftrefled Britaim were driven tyonS the S^TSZe! f? ™“£ USf T^ 
forty years from tlie Vidtorv at Radon Hill m «.i, * r ,. § * ^ was above nuts Johannes 

file, and confeauentlv r? er ?.?*? don ™ ll > to the t ime of fos writing liisEpi- Uid,f,sfid 
mull have tef Town t to S3mf? m,n0nWralth , of the Britaim, 

^•axrsatrjsts a? 

thither they turned within a fittfe rim^kl J onflderab ! e - Whenever they came RjothLus^i 

W..O deftroys ™ly “P™ thofe their Friends that gave tliern^ ing I ate ' Z£f£ 

m°ft of the other Teftimonies, and by thefe worHc: of £“£ evidently appears from * 

Native,. Captivity under the Brhains J^ ThSf l g Bllh °P, °f Venncs ' We li ™2> in 

ti&Armoricam being^byhtVind^ffuMufdTw c'Z? Tth - The ^ 

where they were newly feared Sar ib ^ am 5 f f Attains grew fo great 

grees into their Name the Inhabitants ptfTed by de- 

the whole Trad: was called Britannia T ° f t le Fra "^b fo that 

Whence the tannia cifmarina. In the firft t.Wc ^ monca * and b 7 ^ French Writers Bri- 
SSX? tinder petty Kings, andaft^ themfelves 

their Name. We have already Jhewed out of Wr-it- UkCS an • , u . nts a gamft the Franks , as 

K in which Authoi :"^^ Bifhopof 

time of Childerick the Firft who win hie S - t s m P a [ i but never befor ethe Lib. z c. tS. 
did Hengifi in Kent, ^ ^ fame time as 

ter than what their Countrevmen obroin!/ i th f was not much bet- 

Idand. For their WcXT"e “S- *T th 7 eftw >.ind them in the 
Taxes, and plenty of Milk And If von n/U k i° ne y Immunity from publick 
Tlieir cih- “ A kind of People they were ne^l v Tn f, U ^ ‘^i ° Ur Monk of Mal ™ l «ry- “'»«• 

“ time, and helped fomi f5 oyea“fle{IffEite own « n 

chafing a laborious and iinitill lift? fr iff k ^ fore ; 1 S n 1 M “ney, and pur- 
“ much as to ferve in aX^TonoLiintL f“ d ’ fr* rel “ fe not fo 

“or Kindred, bur, according to the lumti« of tL W M° Ut ^ reSard ° f , Ri S ht 
- Sertkc > «l«it part foever you wou"d have them 7 ’ ^ Wtth their 
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57. This Defcriptfon of them as to their Manners and Difpofition fuits well* im 

enough with what Gildas and! others write of their Countreymen. However fo 
InduLtrious and Valkot they were, as to bring under all the Inhabitants of that 
Tra£fc, and had they had as conftaot Supplies, out of Britain, as the Saxons had 
out of Germany, might have done as much for the reft ofthe People oiGalL, and 
been before-hand with the Franks. In this they equalled them, that as they gave 
Name to the places they conquered, fo did- they. But herein they exceeded them, 
that whereas the Language of the Franks being German, was fwalipwqd up, and 
devoured by that, then fpoken by the Provincials, or by the Baftard Latin, we 
thcfr yP Lan- rVe now call improperly French. Their s either quite conquered and; overcame that 
guage unmixt of the Armor icons, or finding it much the fame with itfelf, as we faid the Britijh 
rupted*™" and anc ^ ent Gallick were the fame, preferved it felf and it unmixt anid uncorrupted. 
r ° P Our Welch men hence prove that the Cornifa and the Armorican Britains, were the Lhiydasfy. 6 . 

fame Nation, becaufe the Names of their Kings were alike to both, as Conan.it , 

Meriadoc , (by which; Name a part of Denbighshire, in North-Wales, , is ftili 
fo called) Hoxvel, Alan, theodor.e, Rysoalloir, and the reft j and almpft alls their 
words are the fame, although they differ a little in Syntax of Speech, asiqften it 
happens in the fame Countrey. The Countrey it felf is by our Britains, called 
Lhydaw, which Cambden interprets,, coafting upon; the Sea-,, and fo figaifying the 
lame in Britijh , as doth Armorica. But it feems it’s no proper Btitijhwo rd.j for 
Lhuid thinks it came from the Latin word Littus, as befog a Region of the Gal¬ 
ilean Shoar. For as the Latin Writers in our words (faith he) turn, D into T, 
foour Conntreymen in like manner change t into D i: and L in the b^inning of 
words they always write with an afpiration. For Example, Lhadron with us 
fignifies Robbers, the word befog borrowed from the Latfoes. 

Another Com- 58. But as fome of our diftrefled Britains fled over Sea into Armorica, which 
pany ofthe " they called Little Britain j fo we aEe told that others of them went-into Holland, 

Britaim where at the Mouth ofthe Rhine, as it foils into the Sea* near to Cativyck, they 
fefre, hi i*/- divided their Sails: and there they built a moft ftrong Caftle, which they called 
land. Britain , and fubdued unto themfelves the Neighbouring People. This Caftle in Joan.Getbrand 

the Teutonick Idiome, as we are told by the fame Authour,. is called Die. burch te 
Britten, as if you fhould lay, Britains Burge, or, the Caftle of the Britains • being 
in the fame fenfe at this day, by the Neighbouring Hollanders railed Het Huys 
te Britten, or The Houfe of Britain. This .Caftle was placed in the Batavian 
Shoar, at the middle Mouth of the Rhine, and the Ruines thereof are to be feen 
at a very low Water. It was built four-lquare, and took-up the compajs of two 
Roman Acres. And that it was indeed a Roman Fort, befides other things,, the Vide Combi. 
ancient Coins, Stones and Bricks, which here were found with Infcriptions, do inBnt.vjJb: 
demonftrate; with the view which Hadriams Junius in his Batavia, and Petrus™ * 

.Scriverius in his Tabulary of Holland Antiquities hath prefented us. As therefore 
it cannot be granted this Chronographer that the Britcins built this Caftle, 

(which might be called Britten Huys, becaufe it flood over againft Britain ) fo 
might it, being now left defolate by the Romans, befeized by the Britains, who 
might alfo, as he writes, fubdue the Neighbouring People. That this .may not 
be thought incredible, a place of Procopius is cited, who in the time of JuJlinian 
wrote, that Brittia, diftindt from Britain, was inhabited by three moft numerous 
Nations, the Angles, Triffons, and the Britains, who had the fame Name with the 
Ifland. And if what he faith be true, that it was placed in the Ocean juft over 
againft the Mouth of the Rhine, this could be no other than the Ifland of 
Batavia. 

5-9. Neither ought it to be wondered at that here the 7 rijones inhabited ; forafi xjjfer. ibii. 
much as it’s certain, that not onely in the time of Pliny, and Tacitus , the Frifii here t- 4 1 ?* 
had their Seats, but in later times part .of Frijta, the Province of Vtretcht was alfo 
accounted, and the Weflern Holland, which ftili retains the Name of WeJI Freife- 
land, and in time paft gave to the Earls of Holland the Title alfo of Lords of Fri¬ 
jta or Freifelmd. But whence the Angli or Angili fhould thither come, is to be 
confidered. * One Hiftorian of that Countrey reports out of their Annals, as a *Sufrid>s Pc- 
certain truth, that a great Number of Angli came out of Britain into Frijta under 
Condudt of Hengifi. f Another from the like Authority relates, that the City of 
Leiden was firft founded on the Bank of the Rhine by Hengijl, the Son of the King t Com. Kem- 
of Frifia, being beaten out of Britain, and having built a Caftle upon the Eaflern 
Bank of the faid River, made Governour thereof or Borchgrave one Dibald, to J 
procure fafe Paflageto Travellers, with free Accefsand Recefs to Merchants; where¬ 
upon the City in the Vulgar Tongue had the Name of Leiden. But John Ger- 

brand. 
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i W, who himfelf was born at Leiden ,. relates the Original thereof with more g chrome 
Circuroftances. Having faid, that Hengift gathered Military men together out Cc & ; 
of the Lower Saxony or Frifia, his own Countrey, and with the ScLvenfes or 
Hollar, denfes, having patted into Britain, f after this relates what was done by that 
part of the Army which returned home. The Saxons Frifons with the Sclaven- 
fes ■ that is, the Hollandenfes being returned home, the reft being difmifled, when 

they had now no employment, neither knew what to doe, nor whither to turn 

themfelves ; they went'alongto the Feirce Wood with a ftrong hand, and there 
at the Courfe of the River Rhine , built a great Caftle, which now is called Leids. 

In the fame Caftle of Leide , by confent of the Elders, they ordained and appoin¬ 
ted for the Cuftody of the Foreft, a certain Burchgrave or Caflellane , a Valiant 
man, with many others like himfelf, to defend and fecure the Merchants going 
and coming from the faid Caftle to that of Wiltenborch and Slavenborch : And 
therefore that Caftle was called Leyden , that is, Duttio or Leading. The com¬ 
mon Chronicles of Holland relate the fame alfo concerning the Burg De Burch, 
built by Hengift. For we muft notbe fo injurious to that Noble City, as to con¬ 
ceal,-that. Lugdunum Batavorum was much ancienter both from Ptolemy, and the 
Itinerary Table. . 

66. That a confiderable part of Hengift's Army, after the defeating and dif- 
perfing of the Inhabitants, returned out of Britain , we have already lhewn from 
more ancient Authours, a sGildas and Beda. But whereas fome will have Hen- 
gift, a Dane by Original, (which we ihall hereafter difeufs) it would if it could 
be known whether he being beaten out of Britain with hisAngli (as the Britijh 
Hiftories affirm) or being Vidtour, and purfuing the flying Britains, planted 
here a new Colony, and built a new Caftle to keep in awe and bridle that which 
they had formerly feized. For Procopius doth not fay that thefe three forts of 
People, viz. The Frifians being Indigince, and the Angli and Britains being new 
Comers made up one People, but fignifies that each ot them was fubjedf to their 
own Kings : and indeed from Brittenburg or Huys te Britten, that Burgh is di- 
ftant but about two hours Sail, (fo they of thefe Countries reckon, and not as we, 
by Miles) from which the Bargraves of Leiden of old had their Title. Yet * CoYn HaeMm 
another * Authour will have it not built by Hengift, but by one Mandeth the Son radius in Bu¬ 
ck Lemaun, the firft of that Name King of the Batavi. Philip f Cluverius alfo 5 ?”^. v 
thinks it was built by the Romans, the Stones of it fceming as ancient as thofe of 
Brittenburgh. And || others think it to have been the work of the Normans . But c.^ 6 . 
thefe feem more Angular in their Opinions. However, finding that our diftrefled }/ s fnDefript 
Britains were, by Authours of this Countrey, faid hither to have fled for Refuge, Holland, d 5. 
and fetled themfelves j we thought our felves to let the Reader know fo much, 
whom we leave Judge of what on all fides hath been faid. 

61. We thought we had now done our part as to the Text of Gild.is, (the belt 
courfe we could take to write the Hiftory of thefe obfeure Times, fmall credit 
being to be afforded to other Britifh Writers) but due favour and refpedt both to 
the dead and the living violently calls upon us to take fome confideration of that 
part alfo of his Epiftle which fo vehemently inveighs againft the Manners and 
Dilpofitions of the ancient Britains. What he fays of the Layety we have alrea¬ 
dy feen of late, and how he paints out the Manners and Behaviour of thole of 
his own Rank, the Reader may fee in the Account we give of Ecclefiaftical Mat¬ 
ters. Moft profligate he makes both forts, as well the one as the other, and as 
An Afi>erfion to t ^ 1 °^ we ^ ave at prefent to deal with, he charges upon them breach of truft 
upon the and .perfidioufnefs, perpetual Emulations, Fa&ions, and Tyranny over oneano- 

ta,m. ther, makes them to be of a fleepy Nature, as eafie to be beaten as ready to rebell, 

given up to all manner of Riot and Debauchery, and what he fays feems not to 
be meant onely of that time when he wrote, but of their general temper and de¬ 
meanour in all precedent Ages, whereof he pretends to have the knowledge, viz. as 
far as, the Invafion of Julius Cafar. Hereupon feveral modern Authours have 
been emboldned to vilifie the Britijh Nation, Poly dore Virgil in particular, whoj:^j *w- 
taxetli it as mean and cowardly in the general courfe of its Actions and Concern- J ji em & com¬ 
ments : And fome learned Men of that Original are very much concerned to wipe mitt . e . nd, ™i ie _ 
Which is off that dirt he throws upon it. In this endeavour they urge that Ciefar found Ytm- 
largeiy confii- them at his landing fo courageous and Martial, that they put him fore to it, for- pa arbitrate, 
behoof 1 Au! ce ^ to contain himfelf in his place, and indeed put him to flight, which he tffdY&brc- 
thouM. " in his own behalf cunningly exprefleth, by drawing back the Legions to their ^ te) »p 0 rein - 
Camp; for that a flight it was, they thence prove, that a little after Midnight be- tcrmiplegio- 
ing paft, he ftole to his Ships and fo departed. But here was not the ftrength ra 

nor 
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nor courage of all Britain employed, onely a fmall Company of thofe of Kent ha- Sedt. I. 
ftily gathered together. From Ccefar himfelf it’s evident, that they fought with vorw, 
great earneftnefs from their Chariots, fell with violence upon his Camp, and fo 
As to their difeouraged the Roman Cohorts, that having loft Labienus the Tribune, it’s faid. 

Courage. t j ie y mac je a f a f e R etr eat. Now what doth this Retreat fignifie, but that they es¬ 
caped away by flight i He confefles that Caftivelaun when hefent Ambafladours to 
him about Peace, vras thereto moved by the Revolt of Ma-.dubratius and others 
his Countreymen. 

6 z. They farther ufe the Tcftimony of Diodorus Siculus, who writes, that the 
Britains being Aborigenes , and living after the manner of the Ancients, ufed Cha¬ 
riots in Fights, as the ancient Greek Heroes are reported to have done in the 
As to their Sie S e of T'roy. That as to Manners they were fimple and upright, being far re- 
Manners. e r mote from the craft and cunning of thofe to whom he was related. That they 
contented themfelves with fimple and mean food, being abfolute Strangersto the 
delitious living of Rich men. Tacitus, they plead, doth wonderfully extoll the 
A<fts of Caratacus , and confefles, that after his Captivity the Romans were often 
beaten by onely one Nation of the Silures. He writes that Venufius (whom he 
calls fierce, and an utter Enemy of the Romans') beat not onely the Romans, but 
the Britijh Auxiliaries alfo. He denies not that the Queen Boadicia (by Dion Caf- 
fius called Bunduica ) being exafperated, put to the Sword feventy thoufaud of the BwAiu . 
Romans : And both he and Dion with long and evident Speeches celebrate and ex- a P‘ id 
toll the more than Manly courage of this Woman and her Fatfts, which may be 
compared with thofe of the moft famous Emperours. In the Life of Agricola, 
his Father-in-Law, having told us, that the Galls and the Britains were very like 
in their Ceremonies and Superftitious Perfwafions ; and that their Language dif- 
fered not much j he adds, that betwixt them there was the like boldnefs incourt- 
betwht P the° n ing and fetting upon dangerous Enterprizes ; when Dangers were come,like fear in 
Galls and Bri- refuting : But that the Britains made Ihew of more Courage, as being not then 
uim. mollified by long Peace j for the Galls (faith he) were once alfo as we reade, fa¬ 
mous in War, till fuch time as giving themfelves over to Idlenefs, Sloth crept in, 
Shipwrack was made both of Valour and Liberty together, which alfo befell to 
thole of the Britains that were fubdued of old, the reft remain fuch as the Galls 
were before. Their Military ftrength confifteth in their Foot, fome Countries 
fight in Waggons alfo j the more confiderable Perfon guideth the Carriage, and his 
Dependents fight In former times they were governed by Kings ; now by their 
great men they are drawn to Fa&ions and Parties: Neither is there any thing 
that more benefits us when we have to doe with the moft powerfull Countries, but 
that they do not unite and confult together. Seldom it hapneth that two or three 
States agree together to propulfe the common danger; fo whilft each fight for 
themfelves apart, all are overcome. A little after he adds : That Britains indure 
Levies of Men and Money, and all other Burthens impofed by the Empire, pati¬ 
ently and willingly, if Injuries be forborn ; thefe they cannot endure, being fub¬ 
dued to remain as Subjects, not as Slaves. Again j The Noble Mens Sons, he 
(meaning Agricola ) took and inftru&ed in the Liberal Sciences, preferring the 
Wits of the Britains before the Students of the Galls, as being now defirous to 
attain to the Roman Eloquence, whereas they had lately rejected the Language. After 
that our Habits began to grow into Efteem, and the Gown was much ufed among 
them ; and by little and little they proceeded to the Provocations of Vices, to 
Galleries, Baths, and exquifite Banquettingsj which things the Ignorant counted 
Civility, being in reality a part of Bondage. 

63. They urge farther, that Dion Cajfius in the Account he gives of Cee- 
fars Expedition into the lfland, delivers fuch things as make for the honour of 
their C Va l io t ° f ^ ie l n i ia ^‘ tants 5 anc ^ namely this, That they did not accept of Peace before they- 
Ir a ° ur ’ had oftentimes experienced adverfe Fortune; that he fo fet forth his Atftions at his 
return to Rome, with Glofles and Flourilhes, that a Supplication was decreed upon 
this account, for twenty days together; elfewhere this fame Authour reports 
Paflages tending to the repute of the Nation. So doth Herodian, giving this 
Character of it, that it was moft Warlike and greedy of Slaughter, contenting it 
felf as to Arms with a narrow Target and a Lance. Eutropius in like manner 
fpeaking of Cafars Adventure, faith he was tired out with bitter fighting, and 
being feized by a Tempell, returned iiwo-Gall, whence returning again into the 
lfland, at the beginning of the Spring following, his Horfe at the firft Incounter 
was routed by the Britains, and there Labienus the Tribune was flain • and in a 
profperous Fight at length, but with great lofs of his own men,, he beat and put 

them 
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c them to flight. Suetonius farther tells bow Vefpafian conquered two moft pow- 

erfull Nations in point of War, and fought no fewer than thirty times with the 
Enemy; figns not of cowardly and effeminate, but of a moft valiant People. 

And Eutropius writes, that Caraufius the Britain having been in vain attempted 
by Arms, at laft, as the greateft defence againft a man moft skilfull in War, a 
Peace was made. Sextus Rufus reckoning up the Legions of the Roman Empire 
mentions the Britanniciani and Brittannici • the fecond the Britijh Legion, and 
amongft the Legions of the Magifter Equitum of Gall: the Britones twice; wrth 
the Comes Hijpaniarum InviClos juniores Britones , and with the Comes Britanni- 
arum Vetlores juniores Britannicos. But what need is there, fay they, to turn over 
tiie Writings of fo many learned Men to difcover the glory of Britain > When 
lb many moft valiant Kings, fo many Invincible Captains, fomany famous Roman 
Emperours iflued from the Britijh bloud, have abundantly evinced what kind of 
men this Ifland brings forth. To what purpofe fhould I, faith Lhuid\ make men¬ 
tion of Brennus that Conquerour of Romans , Greeks , and of almoft all the ftouteft 
Nations of the whole World ? Why Caffivelaun , to whom,as Lucan cxprefleth it>Ca- Tenitpua/hu 
far fliewed his affrighted Back ? VJbyjCarataaa that diftrefled th & Romans by a War °£itaLh! g<t 
of nine years continuance ? Or Banducia that moft valiant Virago , who procured StraboGcDgr. 
the deftruftion of 70000 Romans , with the terrour of which Woman Rome and 
Italy were fo mightily ftruck, that as one writes, they were not fomuch concern- D, °' 
ed for the coming of Brennus or Hannibal ? Or Arviragus , that unconquered jpV «f£ wi 
King of Britain , preferving his Liberty in defpight of the Romans, the Lords of 
the World ? Or thofe moft courageous Captains who thirty times ingaged in Bat- ■retail/ >> 7 tV 
tel with Vefpafian , and broke the heart of that valiant Emperour Sevens , be- eq* 
caufe he could not bring them under ? Why (faith he) fhould I make mention 
of thefe, when Britain beftowed upon the World Conftantine the Great, notonely 7» tkkv i 
a moft vahant and moft happy Captain, but what is more, the beft Man and the Vl,n ‘ 
firft Emperour of the Chriftian Religion, in which he was inftrudted by his Mother 
Helena a Britijh Woman ? 

64. How much do Gall and Italy owe to Britain for this man born in this 
Ifland, being freed from the rage of cruel Tyrants by his means ? And much 
Chriftian Religion, thus he proceeds, all do well know, except one Polydore and 
his Mafter Gulielmus Parvus , lately publifhed by fome ill willers of Britain , 
although unworthy to fee the light. And becaufe a late Frenchman, and 
an ancient Greek Authour, of a greater Name, affirm Conftantine born at 
Dyrrachium, I will produce the words of a moft ancient Panegyrift, fpoken 
in the prefence of Con(lantir,e himfelf: “ O fortunate Britain , and now 

“ more happy than other Countries, who firft faweft Conftantine Ccefar. De~ 

“ fervedly hath Nature endowed thee with all good things belonging both 
“ to Air and Soil, in which is neither too great cold in Winter, nor heat in 
“ Summer; wherein is fuch abundance of Corn, thar it hath fufficient of the 
“ Gifts, both of Ceres and Bacchus ; in which are Woods without Savage 
“ Beafts, Land without noxious Serpents : On the other fide an Innumerable 
“ Multitude of gentle Cattle diftended with Milk, and loaded with Fleeces, 

“ with other things defireable for Life ; very long Days and no Nights with- 
“ out fome light. For that extreme Level of the Shores doth not raife Sha- 
“ dows, and the view of Heaven and the Stars tranfcends the limits of 
“ Night, fo that the Sun, which with us feems to fet there, appears onely 
“ to pafs by. Good God what means this, that always from fome laft end 
“ of the World, new Divinities of the Gods defcend to be worihipped by the 
“ whole World ! Why fhould I mention (now Lhuid proceeds) Bonofus , who 
npe'ouriof f rom a Duke of the limits of Rbcetia , became a moft valiant and fortunate 
e Britijh Emperour? why Caraufvts Anguftus , who feven years together, though lore 
jfction. againft the wills of Jovius and Herculius , wore the Purple? And why Ai¬ 

led us Ccefar , for the Conqueft of whom Mamertims feems to prefer Maximian 
before Julius Ccefar. After him, was Emperour Maximus a Britain^ the Kinfi 
man of Helena , a valiant and lioneft man, and worthy of the Title, had 
henotfpoiled Britain of its Youth, by which he overthrew Grattan. 

6 5. He by his Wife Helena , Daughter of Euda, left a Son Victor Auguftus. 

Britain alfo, as writes Paulus Diaconus , owned Marcus and Gratian for Empe¬ 
rours. Conftantine alfo with Conftans his Son, were made Emperours in Britain , 

(Gratian their Countreyman being kill’d) againft whom their Captain Geronttus 
(concerning whofe death moft ancient Britijh Ritlims are extant) fet up ano¬ 
ther Maximus for a Rival. After thefe the laft Emperour of the Britijh bloud 

Ambrofiks 


- - ; , r J,r.tiu< is reckoned by Taminius. Befides thefe twelve Emperours. Sect 1. 

Amirojius Aurelius in rectone y thM moft i[winc Me King, whofe un- v^-Vw 

Britain produced to'™ Uluftrious Afts, out Leland by infinite Teftimonies, 
matchable glo y I 1 made more eminent againft the fnarhng 

and moft invincible ^and the great gutted Monk of Rhicvall, 

And other and Vatmia°the Kitchin than ’in the Hiftories of the Ancients. Neither 
m0 us Men. more converfant in the tu laniards Italians , French and Swedes , (as 

do our CountreymenA£ts in their Books. Cad- 
one reates out of their_Hifto Oi dhhK of the Britains , and his Son 
vaun alfo made frorn & f rinCG X becaufe he purfued the Saxons with cruel 
Cadwalla (whom f^valiantly rei d 
Wars in the declination of the Cambria ov Wales were men 

And after deftma.on of Britain 'tfehjn^ ^ ^ ^ ^ Nephew by 

^rwr^nt'a^ainftfhera under ^en^attef they 

peUed to retreat as he marched agarm him^ * fte the £ feIves wltll 

Ucrmum from their Borders, as they mifetably bv the and 

fhould I infill upon the Wars which long . be,n | when afto aU 

Supplies of the Euglifl’, they waged againft the Thus much Lhuyd 

men it is evident that this was ever a moft vahant Nation i Thmmucp. ^|« 
bv wiv of Teftimonv out of his great, and to be commended, Zeal lor the Ke 
putation of Tis Countrey. He clofes all with a <Biea: jfwer mjgwe^ 
lie Perfon of that Authour, whence fo much matter and evidence for the Ac 

cufation of his Countreymen is ufually fetch d. , 1 p w ; f u ujg q-,l 

Cn That at laft (faith he) I may flop the Mouth of Polydore with nis O// 

Authorities from Sermons, what Pariih, what City what NaTO n w lia tKing- 
dnm {hall efcape Infamy ? What hath Bernard written of the Romans . lie 
cafts them Sous Infidels, Seditious, Immodeft, Traytors, Braggers of much, 
SfinTDo” s Thefe thhigs fay Divines, that thefe Vices might be fliunned, 
and® beSrm^ not thafindid the or Briiaine were, the: feme,^- 
thoudi according to the Cuftome, fuch they be called out of the raipit. 
Neither dodl an? man, except he be an impudent Sycophant, make infamous 
am Societf City or People, bv reafon of the Speeches of Pnefb, them words 
being wrefted mthe worft. Avant therefore all curfed Detraiftours, and let 
“e true glory of Britain appear to the World : Nather CGocd Reader) ac- 
coU my Tongue too fliarp F . For (& let God love me) ne,ther Envy to 
another Man’s Name, neither die defire o^a little pittance oi glory, nether 
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Se<5t i. l iatrC( J to an >' Nation, but the love of my Countrey, which undefervedly is i!i 
fpofcen of, and the defire of illuftrating the truth, have caufed me to write 
what I have written. In fuch like words, and very modeft, doth Humphry Lhuid 
of Denbigh end his Epiflle to Ortelius, or his Fragment of the Delcripticn, a 
Piece the Authour of which deferveth what the Publifher hath put into th Title 
Page, that The Reader mill admire his Diligence and Judgment, and pity it is that 
with it he ended his Life, and had no longer time to ftudy and publilh more, 
which he feems to promife. His Zeal is to be commended, and if it caufecl 
him to believe fuch Stories, as perhaps upon another Subject he never would 
(for he ufeth the filence of Roman Writers to confute the Fables which Beothius 
uttercth, and never confiders this in his own Arthur , and other Paflages of his 
Britijh Hiftoryj his love to his Countrey, and his Virtues lately mentioned, may 
eafily procure his Pardon. 

68. As to that work of Gildas , and this Perfon’s indeavours to beget a contra¬ 
ry Opinion of his Nation; Prudent and Moderate Ferfons, as in all liich Ca¬ 
fes, will fcarcely chule either of the Extremes but the middle way. That Age 
whereof Gildas wrote, was undoubtedly very corrupt, effeminate, and debauch’d, 
and made way for the Ruine, which is ever uffiered in by fuch Practices. But that 
Gildas was a Prieft and a Preacher, and ufed fuch a Pious Art as others of his 
Profeflion for the amendment of their lives, to whom he wrote, we can eafily 
yield and add, not of what another Countreyman of Lhuid hath written, though 
not of the general defign of his Book. He (viz. Gildasj feems to have propoled 
this onely thing to himfelf in this little Book, that lie- thought at leafl his Bri- Dc ~ 

tains would blulh and repent, if he rather collected all that was blame-worthy iri ^ C ' tt,t ' 
them, and fet it before their eyes, than if he Ihould mind fomething worthy of 
Commendation, which either they themfelves or their Anceftours had performed. 

Therefore he partly overwhelms them with all forts of Accufations, partly fmites 
them with the Divine Oracles, that none might fufpedt he did it out ol hatred 
to them. And if the Ghoft of Lhuyd will permit the Name and Teftimony 
of Polydore Virgil here to be ufed we lhall add what he himfelf faith in this 
Cafe as to the decay of Religion amongft the Britains : That a few retained 
the true fenfe of Chriftian Religion, whom Gildas calleth Good Men, the reft 
of them, and efpecially the Priefts erring fo through the iniquity of the Times, 
he chaftifeth and labours to reduce into the way. This was to be faid in this 
place, that every one might know that Britain did not beget evil Pnefis, but 
that the Cruelty and Impiety of men was the caufe ; foralmuch as this firft of 
all Provinces received the Chriftian Religion, and at all times (faith he} and 
even at this time, hath had and hath a molt Religious People. Thus far Po- 
lydore aferibing this decay of Religion amongft; the Britains , to the ancient Per- qmdvfftrms 
lecutions of the Romans. Here now we muff: leave our poor Britains in the /""»•"» ««- 
Mountainous places of Wales and Cornwales , or elfe drifting for themfelves in 
ftrange Countries, and now come to thofe Intruders who pofiefled themfelves sfjjin & lin- 
of their Countrey, and drove them out, whom retaining the old word they ftill 
The Countrey call Saffon, and their Language Saijfonaeg. k not knowing what Englijhman or fllvntfnec' 
called S* England means. Firft therefore let us fee what thefe Saxons and others that in-< imdjkjtngto 
guag vaded Britain in Conjunction with them, were. Then let us come to a view ^lA.ufdubi 
naeg. of the feveral Kingdoms they created in the Ifland. And of thefe in their fnpm-foiii.b. 
places. 
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The Original of the Saxons, 


SECT. II. ^ 

The Original of the Saxons, Angles and Jutes, which 
planted themfelves in Britain. 


r >t^HE Getes or Goths, as we have formerly fhewed out of Scandia , in moft Se6l. 2. 

I ancient times, not onely made Inrodes into the Cherfonefus, and the 
Tflan^of the Biltick Sea, and the more Northern Parts of Germany , but info fe- 
veral Parts both of the Afian and European Sarmatia, and whence dri¬ 

ving out the Inhabitants, they there feated themfelves, as well as m Thrace zadk- 
Tketr firft verl other Provinces. In the Afiatick Scythia or Sarmatia, was there a City cal- 
Seats. Afgard as the Northern Writers tell us, the Inhabitants whereof Agardtarn 

are bvfotne thought the fame with thofe whom the Greeks knew by the Name ot 
AfpJgiani, both forts of Authours placing them near to the lykeMatotu, where 
Ad Rwer Tanais, with great fury empties it felf into it, and if feme have not 
SApprehended hill, Ptolely the Geographer himfelf called the Oty by 

Name of Afcard or Afgard. The Countrey in which this City flood was . 
in a peculiar way called Afia by Strabo, and the People thereof Afati, and AJtota L > *• 
by the other Writers. As for the Names of Asgard 'and Afpurg they denote but 
the very fame thing, Card to the Goths figrufiesthe fame which Purges did to the 
GreekPliz. a Tower or Caftle. Such of the Goths, as inhabited this Countrey. 
were alfo caUed Turcot or Turks, as Mela witnefieth, who makes them the fame Z„ teTaur0 . 
with th eTvrfaoeta, thofe that at this prefent bear that Name having long tune adcujus^- 
after entrm into thefe Quarters deferred by theG^x, after they returned back 
into Europe. Thefe Afpurgtani had their Kings, the Dominions of whom extent- tosflltatnon 
ded to the farther Mountains of Scythia, within Imaus, where the Safones, Syeh nemo. 
and lot* inhabited, whom Strabo comprehends under the very Name of AJpur- 

Of this Afpurgia or Afgardia was King, amongft; the reft, one Othin, as an ApudSuphi- 
ancient Chronicle of Norwey calls him, though he has many other Names diffe- ” ium - 
Sfound yet eafily to l/apprehended of the j fame Original for GotUck they 
aft are though varioufly written, and pronounced according to the feveral \Gothick 
Woden their Dialed? The Readerwillfind himcaUed Othin , and Othen, Oden and Wodey Go- 
Kui S* dan and Guodan, Eowthen andEuoden- fometimes concifely written \Wode 9 °dey\\6. 

Othe Gode and Guode, Woen and Goen, but moft commonly we find him Woden 
and from him is the third day of the week named Wodenfdach, ( our Wednefday) 
asalfo Woenfdach and Gorenfdach, neither are there wanting other Names and 
Epithetes whereby he is known. He is reported to have been a flout and expert 
Captain, alwell wife and cautious, as hardy and daring, and famous for Ae Arc 
or Faculty of foretelling. Some will tell you, that he was expert in the Art 
Magick to fuch perfeiftion, that he would change his.Ihapemto that of a four.foot- 
ed Beaft, Bird or Filh as often as he lifted; in the twinWmgof an Eye could re¬ 
move hilnfelf into what place he pleafed, with his word alone could reftram the 
heat of-Fire, the fury of the Sea, and doe manyother thuigswhich ^xceed^he 
Power and Capacity of Man j whereby he procured to himfelf no finallEfteem, 
and Reverence* evenafinuch as was attributed to the higheft Deity. This 
fitted Ifim for the placeof Chief Prieft* whichheborein his Countrey, where ve- 
w . , r rv f rea uent Sacrifices were offered,to Idols. Twelye of the chiefeft Senatours 

.. he chofe from amongft the reft which excelled in Goodnefe and 

to be Over- made them Overfeers not onely oyer Religious matters, but Minifters or Jultice 
to the People! They were called Diar, that is Gods or Divine, and Drotuar -or 

fairs. * ords an d P the People by turns were bound to affift and ferve them in their Mi- 

niftration. 'While they governed the People at home, he conquered many King¬ 
doms and Countries abroad; being fo prosperous in all his Enterpnzes, that m 
none he failed. When to his Captains he committed any J 

of Service,he laid his handson them, and as it wereconfecrated them to that Affair, 
who thereby concluded, that as by a certain Spell they were rendred uncapabletff 
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Part IV. 


SeCc. 2 . any Misfortune, efpecially if at time of danger they made but mention of his 
Name. 


)' He had two Brothers, the one called Ve t and the other Velir or Vuli. He 
being abroad and fcufied in his Wars, they prefided over the Kingdom of Afgar- 
dia , and took care of all publick bufinefs, as of his Wife Frigga. He returning, 
they reftcred to him his Wife and Government, which he prelently again leaving 
uwmtheSr- 31 * n ^ ie ^ lnie lianc k> undertook an Expedition againft the Scythians of Tanais , called 
tbHwl™ F~aner , who made Valiant Refiftence, notably defended their CountrCy, and lea¬ 
king his Victory often very ambiguous ^ .retreated (till with fafety to their places 
of Succour, and conftrained him not feldom to procure fafety by a feafonable 
return. Many damages did they receive on both fides, whereof at laft being 
ver"? bV/ f c ” ' vear 3 r > tJle y g av e Hoitages mutually, and came to an agreement, which ended in a 
deliver Hoita- ancJ Rafting Peace. The Scythians gave up to Woden two notable men, Niord t 
gesonboth Sirnamed the Rich, and his Son Trot: And the Afiani were not below them in 
lldei - their choice, delivering to them in exchangeone Heiner ,a Perfon fit for the manage¬ 
ment of all matters relating both to Peace and War, and Mimer the moft wife 
of all Mortals, whereat the Scythians were lb touched, that out of a fenfe that 
they were overcome in this particular, they delivered up to balance him another 
Heroe called Quaftr, who to them feemed the wifell of all living Men. Heiner 
•prefently obtained the Sovereignty over the Scythians , and having at his Elbow 
lo able and faithfull a Counlellour as Mimer , did nothing without his advice, 
who taught him Rules and Methods which he fliould ufe in all publick bufinefe^ 
but afterwards wanting him when Caufes were brought before him, which be 
was not able to decide, he would often lay, do you agree antongliyour felves , and 
advife together fuch of you as are skilfully for from me you can have no affiftence. 

The Scythians now perceiving themfelves deceived by the Afianiy iii an unequal 
exchange of Hoftages, cut otf the Head of Mimer and fent it to them, which 
Woden receiving, cauledittobe preferved withBalfam, with Magick Rhimes 
made it Vocal, fo that it would reveal to him any facred or concealed thing. 

Niord and Troi he reckoned amongfl: the Afiatick Deities., together with Treitt 
the Daughter of Troia, who having learnt Magick and Jnchantments of the Aft- 
aticksy therewith wonderfully plealed the Scythians her Countreymen. As for 
Niordy he returning home, married his own Siller, which their Laws allowed, 
where amongfl: the Afiaticks it was efteemed the greateft wickednefs for any to 
joyn in Wedlock, which were fo near in bloud. 

4 ** But, very high and craggy Mountains, running in length from North to 
South, feparate the greater Scythia , as it were by a natural Fence and Limit, 
from the adjoyning Countries, whereof luch as lay toward the South were all 
fubjeCt to the command of Othin. At this time the Romans being Matters of alii 
had fubdued Innumerable Nations, far and wide, with their Victorious ArmHia- 
ving reduced under the Yoke of their Empire, moft vaft Kingdoms, moft Vali¬ 
ant People, moft flouriiliing Cities, and famous Commonwealths* whereupon 
many Princes and Governours, forfaking their own Countries, delivered up their 
Subjects into their Hands. But Othin being a famous Magician, and endued with 
an efpecial faculty of Divining, and thereby knowing that he and his Pofterity 
lliould for along time Reign in the Northern Parts of the world,committed to his 
He S oesinto two Brothers, V ? and Velery the Government of Afgardia. He himfelf went into 
fubducs icmid '&“$*> aru ? the nce proceeded: fato Saxodjif havirfgTubdued, he delivered it 

Denmark- over to Sons, of whom, Skiold he let over Danid or Denmarky wherein he 
inade Letbra his Regal Seat. ; Othin after 1 haVipg'difedVCirCd that Gothia Sire- 
ticay or Swethland, over with Royal Authority, was a 

Countrey fertile, and able tb Cpte'rtaiW'niiiitterdus Inhabitants,- he betook himfelf 
He nukes a tc Gjluo it add having made'a lt¥iCt 'LCagii^ J a/id Alliance with ftirh, obtained leave 
d^ r^Jft 'hltnfelg ail'd as tMife'aSlhe pfeafedWth^fe Quarters? for die other was 
.afraid left by tefcifel, he fliomd irritateimd pfbVbke the Afiaticks y to whom he 
•and. fufiiciendy ichew himfelf .to'brihferibut iii £6Wer. Now do Gylko arid OthiH ftriVe 
,w!.o fiir.li excell in Magical Iricharitmeriti, ‘ftlill which coht§fti yet Othin r b ©fe 
/tiV/ay ths Victory, and this dbne, .Went aridhmhaibited off theffcver •» •* 

fie adorned file City Si'gtun (of Which u riariie iaith bur Aftthobr, dtere Wa^ 

Town in Sweden in the days of our AriCeftbtjis) and^bualf J if. ; moft.n$griffl€fefit 
■ palace, where he ordained a courfe of' &cnfiefes, according td the Rite> arid r Gu- 
ftorns of t!i tAftans. Having feized on all this Region; 7 lfe-Planted 
certain Colony of their Deaft.fi; to which tie aligned CeMi Pld^s , anei# -; Cp[iapete, 
fo to Niordjell Medium t to Frey Dpfaf to Theron TrududnfffyioH'eitierHdddliierg 

and 


^757 Ang les aw? Jut es, that invaded, Britain. 

—--” , Rrapdehlick At length Othin with a Troop of his Idols, going Se£t. 2. 

M Uf, exercifed himfdfin working wonder by ~->o« 
te Magical Art; aad thereof, as it were, to up a pubhek School, there being 

f °Ttoto toPafon'hl^tenance, words and carriage, lhewed him toto 

Magick. felf into all forms P f t w vv ith his Oratory, he mixed Rhimes 

could not be refitted, and the more to mat w,m and Poets. 

B^^sMagickThe'wa^wom re d^pnw; hh^EnemLe^f all^tt^^^^nd^fhike^tlicm 

W ‘ 1 d MlZe edge of their Sworl! ihfomuch that his Souldiei-s, without either. 

^SsSTwouldfremJ^ 

rnssmmm 

rvS^Sttt^re^ 

i 

theChrenicler ate fffllin ufeamongffriie^tjregiiwt. Otbm, 

kavfnghim marrfed a little.afterao Mhm, ^d;by ^ he ^ d v ?XSgetSe 
Name of one of wdiichwis Stmnvng. ^ ^ Othin when he 

Name of Mdnheim, andthe Great Scythia ot Gudheim. Atl e ngth, 0 ^/, 

had lived long enough, dirid in Suecia. ^ch'the taients called 

Members anA Limbs to ,be marked with r mofi .Scars, Which .the ^ci 
Ge^ Oddf He farther command^, aS 
Ihould be facrificed tohim^he moft a /fP ta b^oblauon 

death he appeared to many, efpecially if. caUed Val- 

many he obtained Vi&orf; others he , ^jouet together with Sa- 

halden. HisBody was folemnly burned,, iand a A | c Sm t we have 

crriices were irilUtutedtotheHonour oftte.^«^edrSuCh^he AC 

concerning the Life and Death of this' Wodeny and his ExpCrit i hitb' 
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Se£t. 2. mto Saxony from an Ancient Chronicle faid to have been written by Shorro,tho Soft 

VVn!» of Stur lay,an eminent Man in IJland,zhout the year of Our Lord i2zo. And with this 
Relation,for the main,agrees the Edda of IJland a moft Ancient Monument, Johannes 
Martini an Ancient Writer alfo, as Job. Mejfenius hath it, and another old Sueo 
Cothick Chronicle publilhed by the faid Mejfenius, from feveral Manufcripts 
which agreeth in all things almoft with the Relation made by Snorro the Son of 
Stttrlay. 

7. The Edda makes mention of Odin his making a long flay in Saxony , that he 
poflefled the Countrey far and wide, and diflributed it amongft his Sons, whereof 
Tegde gg obtained the Eaftern Saxony, Begdeg Wejtphalia, ana^/g Francia. It adds 
that having done this, he himfelf went into another Countrey called then Re- 
idgotoland , afterward Jutland of which he had to himfelf as much as he plea- 
fed, and over it fet his Son Skiold, who was Father to Fridleif, whole Pofterity 
was called Skioldmgar or Skioldrades , from whom the Kings of Danemark are des¬ 
cended. Afterwards relating how he went into Suithiod or Suecia , it adds that he 
built the City from him called Sigtun, and now enjoying Royal dignity, called 
himfelf Niord. Therefore in the Annals it is found, that the firft King of Suecia, 
was Niord, becaufe Odin the moft magnificent King there reigned, though 
before him other Kings there ruled. Laftly it relates how Ck//»conftituted twelve 
Perfons, for adminiftring of Law to the People according to the Turkijh Cuftoms, 
in imitation of what was done at Troy. Johannes ‘Martini tells the Story how 
Woden , with twelve Judges of the Kingdom called Drotnarii,h\s Wife Frigga, and 
Children, and a great Army went into Ryjland, over which having happily con¬ 
quered it, he appointed Governour his Son Bo. His Affairs having lb profperoufly 
fucceeded in Ryjland, he failed over the Sea into an Ifland of Denmark, called 
Oden Soo, which to this very day faith he from Woden his inhabiting there keeps 
its Ancient Name. Having alfo made fome flay in'the Dukedom of Slefwick, and 
from a certain Cunning woman called Gefion, learnt how fruitfull and beauti- 
iull a Countrey was Saecia, having left Hilfatia under the Rule of feven of his Sons, 
he departed thither and a long time lived at Sigtun, where he obtained great Fame 
and Veneration amongft the Sueones, who were amazed at the things formerly re¬ 
lated which he did by Magick, aud particularly at this, that he could pals vaft 
Seas in a little Skin or Pelt which he was wont to fold up together like a Bag. 

His Bod • ^8 at at $*&“**> he was with much Honour, and no fmall Quantity of Gold 

burnt. 0 y U and Silver burnt, and by how much higher the fmoke afcended from the kindled 
pile by lb much they efteemed him placed in an higher degree, in the other World. 

The Saxogothick Chronicle relates, that Woden being Prince and alfo Prieft of As- 
gardia, killed and offered Men afwell as other Animals unto Idols. That coming 
with all his Diarii, and a great multitude,of other Men into Ryflind, thence he 
proceeded into Saxony, which he committed to the Government of his Sons, and 
by Sea palled to a certain Iffand called Odenftea in Fronia , at the writing of that 
Book. Having underftood, that there was a good Land near Lagere, thither he went 
with his Diarii , and took a piece of ground to himfelf which he called Sigtun. 

Niord placed himfelf at Nuburg, Freyar at Ztpfal, Hymdel > at Hymburg, Thor a at 
Trundivagn, and Balder at Bredeblike, where they introduced the Cuftome of fa- 
crificing. Here is to be underftood, that after Woden and his Diarii came into the 
Northern Parts, Art Magick came in ufe, but prevailed efpecially in Finmark. 
Concerning his wonders performed by this Art, his death and honours, he relates 
the fame with Snorro the Son of Sturlay. 

8. Such is the Account we have of the return of the Getes or Goths into Ger¬ 
many, under Condudt of Woden, from thefe moft ancient Northern Writers: a 
ftory the Reader cannot but a little ftartle at, as favouring of fuch Poetick fancy, 
and Romantick humour, as ufuafly covers the Originals of Nations, under the Veil 
of Obfcurity. That fuch fancy and humour is prevalent in this Story cannot be 
denied, efpecially as to the Perfons and Practices of our wonderfull Woden. We 
muft confefs, that thefe Northern Parts have abounded with Tales inferred into 
their Magical Songs and Incantations, and that Edda the ancient Monument, we 
have cited, was no other but a Store-houfeof Allegories and Fancies, a lhop out of 
which Poets were to gather materials, and furniih themfelves with fit Conceits, 
for their Superftitious Ditties. And to fpeak the utmoft, it’s to be feared that thefe 
ancient Chroniclers from it and Tradition had their grbateft Collections. Indeed 
as Kranzius obferves in his Hiftory of thefe Northern Countries, it’s difficult for 
any Man to write the Original of any Nation, and not to touch upon fome Fa¬ 
bles ; not onely the Greeks, but each other People have their Heroick Story. Yet 


as 


Chap. XX. 


Angles and Jutes, that invaded Britain. 


nc ; n thefe of the Greeks as moft think, is involved much alfo of truth and real Sedft. 2 - 
things covered with'fictions, which may be difeovered to have been real, by con- 
lent of other Ciicumftances of times and places* fo perhaps ^ 

mav find the fame in this Subjeft, whereon we now infift. In the firft P^ce, *> 
grant fuch Stories as are told of Magick to have been general Fables and Ru¬ 
mours of the People t yet this we muft fay, that to any one who has either tra 
veiled into thefe Parts or hath been converfant in the Hiftones of thefe Northern 
Nations it wdl appear, that they have been in former time (whatever thev are 
iTpre'-ent, and lef this be confidered) moft propenfe to Inchantments, dnefull 
Immecations and other Magical Charms and Tricks. Many Monumentsof their 
ancient places of burial with their Runick Infcnptions, fufficiently teftiiy enough 

° f 9 ^But^pu^our Velitlry or weaker Arguments in the Front of our Lodge¬ 
ment,that and his Companions came from Afia 

of truth* becaufe his firname is Aas, and they have that of Afe.ni. <^fer -in the 
plural isthefameas Afiaticks, whereof the fmgular is Asot Aas, gwentoTVoden 
in an extraordinary manner with too great an Adjuncft, as, Den Almegfle Aas. 

This is more evident from that ancient form of an Oath, which in old time was 


ufed in Norwey, So help me Frier, and Niordar, and th it omnipotent As, meaning 
Woden whom they facrilegioufty elevated into the place of the lngheft pivinity. 
Hereupon the Ancient Goths to witnefs their defeent from thefe their Deities, ^- 
den, Thor, SkiolJ, and the reft, were wont- to add the word ^ unto the Names 
of their Children, it fignifying with them asmuch as Divine or Saint. As Ash¬ 
er* ( or as the Danes- write it Esberne (w e Osborn) St. Be are ot As Bear e, As- 
qtir, As-Speare , Asgrimur, Aswalfe, Askettl, Asdog, Aslakur, (the Danes call it 
AxellJ that is Dins Famalus, or As feruant, and as thefe and others belong to Men, 


Axeii ) mat is uim * ««««*•■>, --—-- . *-. c . 

fo fome there were that appertained to Women. Farther, that in Sarmatia Afia- 
„ r tica there was really fuch a place called Asgardia or Aspwgta , and People known 
SST' byVeNameof Afil*, and Afiani a CouMrey by Strabo exprdly and pecubarly 
called Afia, we have already feen. Hence when Woden and his Followers came 
into Germany, was the Name of Afeiburg, or as now it is called Asburg, given to 
an ancient City there mentioned by Tacitus, this being far more probable than 
that it fhould li founded by Vlyjfes, it being the Cuftome of 
ons, to give the Names of the places from whence they came, to their newly 
acquired Conquefts. In the Preface to the Edda, the Countrey whence Woden 
Part whereof came, is called Turcia, and Mela witnefieth that the lnhabitants of Aspurgia, 
was called we re fome of them called Tierce ; being the fame with thqfe Goths^MedTyrfagetie, 
r “ rcia - who from the Mountain Taurus might receive fome denomination. And as luen 

like Denominations, when they come to be fixed upon Nations or Families com¬ 
monly flick ,* fo probable it is, that after the Saxons came into Britain, the 
Name of Turk frill continued, though the reafon of the Name might be in the 
dark. For in the County of Lincoln upon the Trent, fome four or five Miles from 
Gainsborough, there is a Town now called T orkfey, which the Saxons in their Lan¬ 
guage called or the Ifland of Turks. But as we faid before the prefent 

Turks came into thefe parts of Afia long after, when the Goths returning into Eu* 

rope had forfaken them. • , . , . . . r . ,_. 

/■ 10 Farther, that Woden came into Ryjland, is made probable from the proper g sW- 

Namesof feveral Places there. In the Borders of Livonia, formerly accounted 
■part of Ryjland, was a Province from him called Odenpoe, as much as to lay, Ztpon Gentk AngH , 

Woden, denoting as fome think, that aU their Hope and Expedlation was upon c . I3 . 

him. In the Bay of the Sarmatian Sea, is alfo a certain Ifland from him called 
Settles his Son Wodefbolm, by the Danes Odesholm, and Vodejbolme. Woden leaving Ryjland, 

! . n the . left Kins over that Countrey, his Son Bo, as both Saxo Grammaticus, and Johannes 
MiT ° Magnus ^relate, calling the faidR. King of the Rutheri, tire Land of whom b 7 the 
Goths was called Ryjland, Roxilania in the Latin Tongue, and mnmes ^ft 
extending from theMouthof theRiver^*^, as far asthe Bank and 

Lanais with the Riphean Mountains, m the Circle of which are at this day con 
rained Prujfia, Livonia, and a great Part of Mufcovy, with other Countries. Now 
that from Ryjland, Woden by Sea came into the Northern Parts of Germany be¬ 
tides what ii raid by Johannes Martini, other Circumftances render very probable 
Firft it has been the ccnftant opinion and tradition of the Saxons themlelves, that 
thither they came not by Land but Sea. Then as in other Places, fo in thefe Quar¬ 
ters of Germany, Woden left feveral marks of his Name. From him otherwife cal¬ 
led Wodan am'Godan, 5 m W formerly called Wetallaheeth, received the Name of 


Goda - 
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Sedl. I. Godanonia, or Codanovia, as alfo all the Straits befet with Iflands, that of Sinus 

Godanus or Codams , the Bay of Godan or Codan. Then it feems very probable, Stepbaniw in 
that Woden brought Poetry and the Kunick Letters in ufe with the Goths , becaufe 
of old they called the Runick Speech by the Name of Afmal, or the Ajian Lan- ticum. 
guage; which is preferved in Ifland more pure, than in other places. Fimbul, who 
is reported to have been the Scribe and Prophet of thefe Afce, is indeed laid to have 
invented the Runick Letters or Characters ; but ‘Woden is laid to have cut them, 
and taught the People the ufe of them, for which reafon he was called Ranhofdi y 
or the head. Principal or Chief of the Rurne, which were imagined to have won- 
derfull Power and Operation in Prayers and Imprecations. But of thefe more, in a 
more proper Place. 

ii. The Removals and Travels of the Goths out of the more Northern Parts 
into Germany, and the adjacent Iflands are farther made out by the Infcriptions in 
Runick Characters, which are extant both in the faid Iflands, and in Sweden, as 
well as by the confenc of the Annalifts of thefe Quarters. Great Pillars were in 
Sweden , not long lince to be feen, which the Infcriptions upon them manifefted 
to have been erected by them in memory of their Worthies, which had loft their 
lives in Greece, Thrace, or other places. From Woden and his Companions who 
were Scythians , came Sueica to be called Nova Scythia , and the Inhabitants of the 
Cherfonefus, or the Cimbrt to be called by the Greeks Celtofcythce , being firft to 
them known by the Name of Cimmerians, and why by this, but that becaufe they 
were firft in Scythia called Cimmerians , and into Germany, and thofe Parts tra- 
s J'oifs ‘ f -nd ve M £ d from Bofphorus Cimmerius. But to come near to our matter, we know that 
JS "me our Anceftours came out of Germany, confifting of Jutes Gutes or Getes ) Sax- 
mo the Nor- 0 ns and Angles, three of the molt valiant People of that Countrey. Now from 
Gsrmam un-* Ptolemy it appears that in Scythia or Cimmeria , there were three feveral People 
der Conduct which were known by the very fame Names. He fpeaks of Jot a, lying upon 
of Woden. t | le $ ea Q f t h e Rhymmii. Of the Safones, under the Majfeean and Alan Mountains. 

Now though he mentions not the Angles , yet the Suebi he doth, or Suevi, part of 
which Nation the Angli are rationally thought to have been; being fo called 
from the Angle or Corner on which they feized in Germany. This is accounted 
no final! Argument, that thefe People came into the Maritime Parts of Germany, 
at no other time, nor under any other Condudt than that of Woden, becaufe before 
tiie time of his Expedition,no fuch Names as thefe do occur in Northern Writers,but 
after this they became famous, efpecially the Saxons. In the Sueogothick Annals, 
rhofe of Norwey and Danemark their Memory flourilhes, but amonglt the ancient 
Greek and Romat^ Writers, the Saxons are known j as alfo the Jutes by the Name 
of Cirnbri, though the Suebi by that of their own. 

i z. In Sarmatia are many Towns, efpecially in Livonia ,which it appears plainly 
The Names of to have borrowed their Names from the Saxon Tongue. Rejfuel fignihes a place 
the fan'° V ' ns w h ere two Seas meet, Riga, Riches, and others there are whofe Terminations are 
t t dme. plainly Saxon. And as for the Maritime Parts, there theyfpeak that Language to 
this very day, which are prefumed manifeft figns, that thefe Countries were for- 
. merly fubjeit to Woden and his Saxons , part of whom fuch as there to'ok not up 
their abode, palled over the Seas into Germany. Let that farther be confidered that 
the Peninfula , when Woden came thither had the Name of Reidgothaland, but af¬ 
terward received that of Jutia, and whence Ihould this change come but from the 
Goths , Jotes or Jutes, who came and feizing on this Countrey inhabited, efpeci¬ 
ally the Weftern Promontory thereof > But we hadalmoft forgot what in courfe 
lliould before this have been remembred, that not onely our Anceftours, viz. the 
Jutes, Saxons apd Angles , but others the Principal Nations of Germany , had their 
Name Jutes in Scythia. Strabo places the Macropogones or Longobards m Cimmeria, 
about Svndica, near to which Woden is laid to have reigned in Afpttrgta • it may 
be true indeed that other Coloniej did afterward go out of Scandia, but yet before 
thefe Migrations, that fuch of this Name inhabited part of Germany, both Tacitus 
and Ptolemy may allure us. All know that in Germany there are the Treres, Tre- 
virenfes , or thole of Triers in Saxon die Trerer, and fuch there were in Scythia alio. 

The Chatti lied in Germany, under the Mountain Relibotus, not far from the Suevi, 

Angli and Camani, and Ptolemy places them alfo in Scythia, next the MaJSagetes , 
without the Mountains Imai. 

Bdng very 13. Yet ftill this doth mightily Q efpecially in conjunction with the other Ar¬ 
al? things^ g uments } inforce the probability of this Plantation, that the Gothick Nations or oe 
a 1,18 ’ Cimbri in their manners, and Inclinations much fuited with the Ajiatick Scythians. 

Both the one and the other efteemed it Noble to dye in war, but difgracefull to ub>prius.c.iy 

be 
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-- , f either bv Old Age or a Difeafe. Bybloud C drunk or Se£t. 2-. 

be fent out of the World, eithe y . Wederacies. Their Women with,both* v'-vs* 

ttanfdv.as far as 
as inhabited in Qothones, Gottorns, Samogetce and Sdur.omat#, 

whereupon fronl the Grfrw mey r^ Womenboth of warlike Difpofte- 

to marry till they had KUiea tnr relates Danemark once to have bred; Liht 

ons and Aflions, hke tothefe W relate uanm Cups ’ 7 

ssfs® 5SsaS=«gSa, 

ward travelled into theie Quarters. , to this day continue amongft 

places and Perfons were the fame, and many of thesm to a for 

I 

Mdau ^onfide^ 

Ss’totave ten o“d°tt famedefeent, and 

die fame Name, avdiemeut £ 3 & 

they have not ever been feparated frorn each V Germany but no Foot- 

the! Saxons, that by they came into thofe garter t beftdes^this of Woden. 

fteps of any other Invafion or Mirations, are to be toun . bis defer- sheringbamu 

Let this Opinion then Hand at lead as ingenious * A-*- 

ved thanks of all that affiaLettas, h s^ this Migration> Some 

The time of pains to make it out. What fliall we lay , _r-„„ of Chrift' about 

SSSSf- L'^^ftedSirS -mL Jtdi m the Preface ofd,e/i/. 

beforeChrift. the time whem Pompey wafted Syria. J™ f « • t his vSon Skiold, whence 

da, to have delivered over ^ nowdhsStoWaccording 

die Kings a{ Danmark were “““tV^ before Toatpiy ■ and ac- 
to the Danijh Chronology, lived n£ j ot her People of Scythia, muft 

cordingly Woden with his Saxons, Sueves, 

about the pretended beginning of the D anjh P ^ . thefe as their 

and the adjacent places, andto&x^, 

proper Names. And one there is who will tawdc -.SMxngt* 
fion to the rife of tlie Danijh Kingdom,- an w b D m the Danes' not jable to gra- 
endeavoured to lhake offthe ^ Q f theGo^i, who fent them for 

«**>•* - 

■ prefted the Saxons. But thefe things are uncertain. fcll into 

rhelpty^rfSkand 

Wo%nT JFPengiJl md Horfa lus Brother-are bv tM terdfehj this 

have been but the Abnepotes or fourth in defcent ^ ^^^be? 

Founder of the Kingdom <>f the Weft Saxons ,^h year? before 10^8 

For tin? Chronology will-have Woden, ^^tt^ ears ^er hisBhth, the 
Chriftf and Pfetigifl came xlot mto 5 mu ft at this rate have 

Great-Grandfather, Grandfather and Fadwr ^of H fft, generated in the 

been nigh as long lived as Methufalab, fuppofing them ton g middie 

K 
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Se< 5 t. 2. middle of their Age. Some therefore tell us, that as amongft the Greeks there ~ 

'—were feveral that bore the Name of Hercules, but that they were all confounded to- By»oi P i m 
Three that gether, and what was done by all was aferibed to one ; fo alfo it fell out as to 
th ? matter of Woden. There is one that thinks there were three of this Name all 
deified: the firft defeended from Saturn and the Trojan Kings, called Afianus, and Con JAhw, s 
Odin bin Gamle , or Woden the Ancient, who never came into Carpoe\ but his Name 
and Rights were hither brought by others- Thefecond of Vpfal, to whom in « 3 |. 
Suedeland was a Temple dedicated, which was very fumptuous Ihining with Gold, tabuhs 
who was alfo called Afianus, but a ftranger of the Scythians. The third was called fcSfct 
Methodinus, or Middle Woden, of whom Saxo Grammaticus maketh mention, who, tlcdralis ln- 
the other Woden being abroad, tookoccafion to feign himfelfaGod, but after his holt,nL 
return relinquilhing his Preftigiatory tricks fled away into Phaonia ,, there to lurk • 
but was flain by the Concourie of the Inhabitants. Another produces a fourth 
Woden, who being beaten by Pompey out of Afia, into the Northern Parts, taught 
the People the Arts and Laws of the Afiaticks, and was therefore had in efpecial 
Honour. But his flight is from the Romans alfo aferibed unto him of Vpfal, 
although they are reported to have lived in far different Ages.- In thefe obfcurc 
matters it’s difficult where to fix. If fuch was the Defcent of our Saxon Conque- 
.rours, there mud be a Woden , much later than that firft we have fpoken off nay 
later than the laft of all thefe mentioned. But it’s a ufual thing with Ethnicks to 
father fuch upon their Gods as they are. at alofs with, as to their Pedigrees. Or 
fome notable Warriour, the more to aggrandize his Name, might affume to hinifelf 
or have given to him that of Woden. 

16. Let us admit then of this ftory of Woden, and the great Army of Safons, 

Getes and Sueli , that came with him into Germany. Now let us iee what there 
they did, let us take a view of thefe feveral forts of People, there fuppofed to, be 
planted. Nicholas Cifner, a Learned Lawyer of Spira, in his Preface to Krantzius 
his Hiftory of Saxony ; having brought the Saae and the Saxons (fprung from them) 
out of Afia, whence from the Eaft they betook themfelves Northward, and from 
the North by Degrees into Countries nearer to thefe parts of the World, is of 
opinion, that moft of the People of Germany -, as the Suevi, Catti, Alan/, Cimbri, 

The Situati. Daci, Dani, Getee and Goths zlmoft in the fame method and manner, powered them- 
Steves into Europe; fo that what Neighbourhood was amongft them in Afia, the 
feat of our an- * ame almoft continued with them in Europe. But, the old Saxons, or thofe that 
cient Saxons, firft invaded Germany , feated themfelves in that Countrey, which at prefcnt con¬ 
tains Holfatia , properly fo called, Dithmarfh, Stonnar and Wagria ; the breadth of 
it lies from the City of Slefwick to that of Hamborough (placed in the utmolt part 
of Saxony ) the length from the Weftern to the Eaftem Sea, or from the German 
Ocean to the Baltick, having old France adjoining to it, between the Mouths of 
the Elbe, and the Rhine. For Ptolemy places the Southern Border of Saxony, be¬ 
twixt the Mouth of the River Alt is ( now Elbe ) and Chalufus ( or Trane, which 
runs by Lubeck ) the Northern Border as Adamus Bremenjis fixeth it was the River 
Egdom, which feparated the old Saxony (from lying North of the River Elbe, 
called Nortalbingia) from Dania. Of the People inhabiting this Saxonia TranfJ- MammBn. 
liana, the fame Authour makes this diftin&ion. Of th efranfelbian Saxons, there menjhHijt. 
The fom of are three People: the firft are the Dithmarfi upon the Ocean, whofe Church i 
m Saxons. *' Mildenthorp. The fecond are the Holfati , fo called from the woods where they dohfiuen «/- 
inhabit, being watered by the River Stare : their Church is Sconenfeld. The third amKrampio 
and more Noble are Stormarii , fo called becaufe that Nation is alfo tolled by Se- mTsyLtf 
ditions: their Metropolis is lofty Hanburg. With this divifion agrees Helmoldus , Saten Incolis, 
in his Sclavian Hiftory. The old Saxony was not therefore Wejlphalia,, as Krantzius, *“*“»#»* 
and feveral others were of opinion, but that which at this day is called the Duke- Zi 7 . Alii 
dom of Holfatia. . diamt Bpgio- 

17. But afterward by their Conquefts our Saxons fo inlarged their hounds, 

The? iniaree , * i €Vera * t ot “ er Divifions came in ufe. For all thefe Maritime Parts as far as tamoitfixen 
their Tcrritd- the RiVer Scheld and Flanders, were called Awrwiyj thencaqae up Names of Saxonia 
riej. cifrhenana and Saxonia Inferior, as for new Saxony, or that which bears the Name mZfidmT 

at this day, it’s but a fmall Pittance of the other. All thefe though diftinguiffied nuferiptis 
enough amongft themfelves in Germany, were firft known to the Greeks and Ro- chronicis - 
mans by the name of Cimbri, as the Sea from the Cimhrica Cherfonefus, as far 
as Flanders, having been called Mare Cimbricum. Though the Saxons brpiEht their 
Name out of Afia with them, and were by it fuffieiently known at home, yet Pto¬ 
lemy is the firft Aurhour that makes mention of it; and after it becgn&Jfpown, 

and 
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■ and famous to Greeks and Romans by it they underftood 

inhabiting betwixt the Rivers Rhine and Elbe, which had been conq y 

The Seat* of nnr ancient Saxons So much for the Seats of pur ancient Saxons, now letus 

2 Angli fee if we can fin d that of the Angles, and we are pointed to it by L,b.z.c.z. 

whcrc ‘ and our own Monk of Malmsbury, who tell us, that Old England was fi tuate be¬ 

twixt the Saxons and Giotes , having its Capital Town, in the 
called Slefwick, but Haithaby by the Danes. Betwixt an Arm of til \r Baltic* ol 
old called Slia and the Bay of Fleteftoicke, did this Countrey lie; which ftill, by 
its Inhabitants is called Anglen ; by Krantzius and others that write in Latin An¬ 
glia. The Inhabitants were more anciently called Suevi, F ar L ° *5 do Angmco- 

Nation which Catfar witneffeth in his time to have been the greateft and moft f , w i^ o/- 
wSe of all ffie Nations. Ptolemy, though others mental mo£««£££ 

’ diftin^uilhes them into three forts of People, viz. The 
Suevi Semnones, and the Suevi Angili, whom Tacitus and other Hiftorians conuac- 
tedlv call Anvil But fome make a great doubt, others deny that the Sax- 
S 7 Angli, and thefe Sm Angli, were the fame Nation; and upon this ground* 
beca iieBeda calls th e Angli, Saxons, but the Saxons and Suevi were not the 
W Nation, being Nations diftinft both as to Name and Place. To 
thTs others anfwer, that fo it was indeed at their firft coming mto Germany; 
but afterward part of the Suevi , with their Seat about the Elbe was con¬ 
quered by the Saxons, and after this retained both their own . Na ® 5 ». 
yet got that alfo of Saxons. So the Normans and Bntatns retain then- old Narn^ 
m Gall and yet in a general acceptation, are called French. And as we laid 
before, the Saxons paffing over the Elbe, pierced as far as the f ^^ > na J ^ 

Scheld and all People in this compafs obtained the firname of especi¬ 

ally fuch as lived within the two former Rivers. Now diat part of^the ' Suevi 
were feated betwixt thefe two Rivers, Strabo is a fufficient Witnefs, who^al- 
fo teftifies that the Suevi were a^refUefs Peo pie, .andwontoft:en ^change 
their Seats. Therefore though the Suevi Angli m the da y a ?^. I e * * S* 

Ptolemy, inhabited the Inland Countrey, yet fome time after they might 
remov? being not wont in Ca>far's time (as he affures us) to fta> any Ion 

^i^BeingTnvired^y the Salons to joyn with them in War agamft^the tor. Vide 
they mixed witli them in the Cherfonefus, or in futia, the Danes tong ^» do oug. tn- 
who-fometimes again recovered their ground and expelled them. But hence me 
Angli received The Name of them under whofe Patrociny they were, bemgs^-^ 
When amongft the Suevi, called Anglo Suevi when 

Saxones, in P oner avia, Angli Pomeravt, m Frjfia, Angli PL 

led Anzli Germani; but the Angli Saxones became moft emment, becaule they 
came Iver into Britain in Conjunftion with the Jatei and true *eNarne 

of which Bed. gives to both the other, which atgues this People to have becn 
then under their Jurirdidioa This doth much make ror this Opmion of their 
changing their Seats, that neither Ttolemy nor aoj after hun till 
BriJ»5iakesany mention of the^»gfiin the cherfnejmot Jutta “hdwhendiey 
come to be mentioned as inhabiting the Cfer/a»e/«r, none feb of thar hvmg 
«nnn rlip Pile a sreat fienthey were thither removed. Neither after this tune 
doth any Geography fpelk of two forts of Angli Separated as to the P^ce °f their 
Habitation. But; making this difeovery ol the Place of the ^ff we have 
T!:t Seats of fight upon that of the Jutes too, who inhabited Jutia, 

Name being a moft known and remarkable Member_of the P^ nt t 

dom. A Geographer fpeaking of the Parts of the faid Kingdom, tells . us, that 
Gothia » moft fpacious and Populous, in the plac e f . whtcb ^ 

Syllable being vitiated, one near to it is retained, and it u called Jut£. But that 
the Name of Jutia or Jutland was ancient, not onely Adamus Bremenjis, but 
Saxo Grammaticus witn&th, as fo Be da, who more tha ^ 

habitants thereof by the Name of J utlZ - For a very ^arned Prirmrdin, 

that all the Manufcript Copies of that Authour which he conlulted, 10 reaa it, 3?I . 
Md not .rL whercwkh alfo concur, Fhre.tiat of Worcfer Vdl,™ of Malmf- 
bury, Henry of Huntingdon, Matthew of Weftminfier, Ralph of Chefler and otfrers.| 

FabiusEthelvard th^ Saxon Writer calls the Countrey Giota and the People c m 
gZ 7 ; ^the Saxon Annds of Peterburg ^ and-u. G ^^° 0 ^g» - 
the mention which Aferius Menevenfis makes of Ojlacthe Grandiather ot Rrng cum , 
Alfred by the Motjier, that He was a Goth by Nation being iffued from the* 

R a. 








, I2 4 _ The Original of th e Saxons, Part IV. 

Sedf. • 2. Goths and Jutes, for it ought to be read Juris, and not as it is moft vitioufly 
P r . l |? , , • In/elpeft of thofe Jutes it is that the.King of Danemark retains 

mil the Tide of King of the Goths ; and with reference to their Progeny may 
tnat of Belifarius be interpreted in Procopius, which has put fo many to D , e B(!!o Co - 
a plunge, vvhere in his Treaty with the Ambafladours of the Goths, he tells Ub '~' 
tile in, ivealjo permit the Goths to have d# Britain, being far letter than Sicily 7 , 
and though it was in times pafi fubjeft to the Dominion of the Romans. 

The Name r *9- But be it that fome Copies have it Vita, this might eafily be changed 
whence. 1( ? r the firft Letter being taken away or omitted; and J might eafily be 

changed into G, as in the Laws of Edward the Confeflour they are called Guta, 
by real on of the nearnefs there is in the force of thefe two Letters. Be they Jet a, 

Juta Juita, Jot a, Jotuni, Get a, Geatuni, Giotee, or Gates, it’s the fame" Name 
as \\ ell as thing, the Orthography and Terminations according to the diverfe ‘ 
fancy of People, and their pronunciation being onely ’ various, as happens ufur 
ally in all other Names, fcarceiy any Nation or Town being written and called 
every whit the fame in any two Languages. Some therefore feem to approve of’ , 
the preicnt Copy of Beda, calling them Witi, whereof one tells us, that at fe- 
vend times going out of their own Countrey, fome came into Britain, others 
jpalied the thine, and feized on part of Helvetia, being afterward called L ’ b ' 1 • 

Suite and Smceri, which Name flill continues ; but to fpeak impartially, the 
Sutcers with more probability fome derive from the Suevi, but Abbo Fiona-- 
cenfis m the Life of King Edmund, calls the Juta by the Name of Viti, and 
this is not to be neglefted that the Grandfather of Hengijl is called Vitta - 
m ATf/? enr lr Spel) ? an upon other Quotations, approves the reading of the 
Woid Witt: W and Gu being ordinarily ufed for each other, as in the Word 
h Ilham and Guiltelmus. The Juta therefore being the fame with the Guta or 
Get a, the fame Original of Name, whether from jeac a Gyant, or from their 
Goodnefs the Reader may call to mind what we have faid in another place. 

Theirs was far more ancient than either that of the Angles or Saxons. As for 
The s ivn»t ■s Saxons, Ifidore was fo good a Latinift, and had fo little skill in the Teuto- 
Ucrivation. mcP Tongues, as to derive their Name from Saxum a. Stone, becaufe rhey 
\tere an hard and robuft Nation, excelling all others in Piracy. Others fetch’d 
it tromAfchanes the Son of Corner, but with what tolerable Reafon we are to 

' veral WeI l aS the I1 P ^°P le "’as Gothick, and as to this, fe- Vide afar,™ 

veray thci earn who would have them called Saxones as Sacafones, viz. the Sons tnPr A »d 

™ !i dte 'r ° f • the Sac f’ derivin S them from this People, which they fay sfSbT 
■ SS?v,! PC ?' fionS mt o Bapl r ri “ na > Armenia, Cappadocia, the Herciniun Foreft, and man martin, 
alio into Germany. But of their Inroad into Germany they can bring no proof, c lu 

kLZ f °\ * V r° rd TSCX V he Name of a Saxtm, not re:-x r on fo the Singular 
^ ^ ercof J aex f‘ 1 1S the Plural Others fetch the Name from the flaugh- 
nnrW W1 th whom this People having War, hid their long.Knives 

under : their Clotlies, and with them called reared when they were at a Treaty 

thSi T hr ° atS „°j the T . huri ”&* who expeded no fuch Treachery, and . 

thence Being before called Cimiri, obtained this Name of Saxons. 

coun°VeAve n tQ , lr ? agined that he that firft mentioned tliis had read of Neimc 
wr ,-f T ’ u : hat the Saxo » s dld with the Britains on Salisbury Plain, and it’s 
Tat bafe^Sf n ” S K VaS T f ° BritiJb ’ as ,0 *“> fir(l called sfa from 

asS:reralLfrn^ h M e; i bUtIt * aS mudl bttrcr . fortify had that Name, 
d laVC evinced ’ - l° n g be fore this Tburingian War, or the 
t *' as heard ^ Moft therefore and with-molt 

Sort Sword haW^/Tf" SaCX h Wlddl ? gnifies a Knife » or a crooked fort of 
monswoid, having teeth like to a Saw, or from Seijon or Saifon, which lignifies 

and 1? „ • ? t f Ch “? Swords wcre in ufe "’ith the Beds is verTmllS 

Swords XcSa^mff tf SaX0UJ ?0 ' n * anus tells us, were twafoch little one. France. 
“V A ^crofs the one over the other. This Derivation is as prbbable ^ “P - 2 - 

T, ■ ■ • ^ Srhfv nnr *¥'*** conjedural, it were to be wilhed We could 

The .original, latisty our felves fo well about the Original of the Name of Amrli ' c™** 

S.g e o 0 /ttat;«f£^ 

thin?of ^" d ? f 7 h f Lan guage it is, he doth not tell us ,• neither do we hbar any 
fe* 12 L ^ m De Tu in , thefe anc font times, we find fevei 
leveral Towns which took Names from them in Germany, as 

thfl^t h™ eiUr H E T lme i l nd H elheim fai uous for the Birth of cLles 
thn S .u A°n ot them m Denmark. Widifond a Saxon will &ive 

the Saxons called Angh from a certain Ifland placed in a Corner cr Angle of 
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t hp Sei which they fubdued.: Others more truly (faith Cifner) interpret Anglia Sedt. 2 * 
ox England as. an Angle or Corner of the World (but What is this to the pur- 
pofe)\nd all thefe fetch the. Derivation rather from the Latin than the German 
Tonerue Aventinus and Goropius Becanus will have it of German Extradion. A- 
ventinns acquaints us, that Angel or Engel in this Language lignifies three things, 
an Hook or Sling, an Hinge, and a. Border or Limit, and hence in. a general 
fenfe tr thinks 'that Ptolemy calls them Angult, and Tacitus Angih. Goroptus 
makes choice of the firft Interpretation, whereby is fignified aFiihmg or Ang- 
lipcr Hook, as we even at this day call it, and he is ot Opinion that the Sax- 
ans° fo called themfelves as Hooks which caught all that was. m the Sea :- : A ; nd 
as for the Suevi Angli, they might well alfo have this Name, becaufe living 
near to the Sicambri and Vbii, they hook’d fo all they coijld fnatch. from their 
Neighbours. Amongll thefe Opinions (if one may interpofe) I cannot fee any 
Reafon why the Names of other German Nations ihould be^ German, or Gothick, 
and this of theirs onely taken from the Latin ; certainly this is nq common, 
but an extraordinary thing; and I believe they were called AngiU or Angh, 
before the Romans had much knowledge of thefe Parts, for certainly Tzcitus. did ■ . 
not give them the Name but. found it before his time faftned on them.. In lo 
Conietiural a matter where it is free for any one to declare his Opinion, Lrnu^ 
conlefs I fide with Cifner, who beheves the word.to be German, but modeit-ty 
rather agrees with Aventine, who deduces it from a general rather thanra lpecial 
bonification and force of the word, leaving the choice thereof to the;pleafo r £ fo 
the Reader. From fome accident in refped:. to their Habitation, they might be 
called Borderers at fome certain place-and time, and tliis might ltick by .thcm 
afterwards; or rather being, as we find, a Roving, Wandering People, it was 
not-for nothing they roved and wandered, but .for . their advantage, to leek, 
doubtlels, W'hat they could farther fnatch or hook in to foemfelyes; Jts ; no 
ftrange or unordinary tiling for Nations, from their t’reyipg; and Rapine to re¬ 
ceive Names. . „ , •••! ii 


XX. So much for their Places and Names after thefe three People .came in¬ 
to Germany. We muft now look upon them all under the genera Name of-^- 
ons awhile, and fee what t;key did till-fijeh time as they^ Invaded Britain, for 
a long time we'; find them ftrugling with the Danes,- for the Ch.erjonejuy ,r «r 
Countrey called Jutia, in which Contefi; they had foph Liiccefe as War anornetli, 
fometimes coming oif with lofs, and othervvliH.es driving opt their Enenpes; but 
at laft they were quite driven out. themfelves;- and forced to leave that abqut 
which they had fo long contended. But the ’very firft, Qparreir s **°£* r 

was not about Jutland, but a Love bufinefs, if we' give diet'd -vihft Frantz, Gentis Saxo - 
writes, but wlut fcarceiy liimfelf believed. One Sirublus Rfog piP&w, ; or mm, printer -. 
Finland. , had a very fair Daughter, and on her Gram thelfolg.pt D^w^f and^^© orig- 
Sweden was fo’enamoured, that he muft, needs quit lus .orunei /WHe, th^ ai^ ^ jq uas putam) 
ter of the late Swedijh King, whom he had conquered, > andX^arry. frpr. et Amifaute:, 

was he not- fo fuchhafte but that lie could flay from Confumfoatp^a^Mar.- 
riage quickly, you muft know he was contracted-to hbr now^ianehtnCft oyparr dor cccupat 
ted into Nonvfi, whither his Mditary Aflairs called him. Befog tliere mt ? n^d 19 
fuch Difficulties as was judged he would hardly 'mafter,-r5t^fe:beg30' r fa m fc i lllis 

him of what he had done, and Married.Ills Daughter to Henry :K«lg tSanilibusde- 

Saxons, , z People he knew to .be fierce and Warlike, winch wottld /pfoiend^b? 
upon his Back, in cafe he lnvaded Finland. But Gram <«; nibiUnlAjpbi 

and having timely noticeof whatthey were about, cameuponthem unekpe«e#y con fa, nihil 
and quite fpoH’d their fport,: killing the Bridegroom; e’xr he: could eiBoy^ 

Henry their Bride, wlifch lie took inftanriy from lier Father. This is the^ firft ) fffiwfW fintentia, aii- 
King kill'd on ma J e Saxons in the Danijh Antiquities, and I afliire y.cajJUpQft a unde profec- 

WfrSa occafion. But this Feaft, and efpecially the laft Courfe.iluckm tlfeif; nZK,lTma- 

King of the they -would fpdil Grain’s fport/allo in Norwey, where. dfeyojbyjaed^v w adventafo : 

Danes - -ti-ves-againft-him, and Withfo'a- little tifoe made him paffi mocking, %ndfogvhfoi 

after their goofr-Kfog Henty. :■ Neither was it difficult mn int Trfai. 

before this Wcfo potentat'SqafrfTom jf^rid to pafs into Norwey. But , how, Jptfr bmte, convt- 
t?ur Authbliri doth timb'Change all things ! ;:T.hen did tUe->iSaxw thaq^Wagp”'^ c - 
War, and Intermarry, whither now, a vigorous trade on tho Goafrs oy f^ r r 
,many 1 flduriffiing in the hanBsfof the SaxUs, lcarceiy any would vouciilate to 
Sail, whofgotTheir- living Upon the remoteft Seas. But hence _you rpay take 
a lcantlihg'fof the greathels and ftrength : of this Nation by its Warring;abrqav» 
and' riiUS'befog'courted toMarriage and-Atliances. Th 
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Sect. 2 . ia. The next King of the Saxons mentioned by Krantzius, is Sifrid, who JL* 
w—v~n 1 ved in the time of Hadding King of the Danes , with whom he had fome Skir- 
Thcy !<>fc rhe b ut ft ill he kept poflefiion of Jutia , which was loft by Hundinck his Son, 

flui'rd ° f who was worfted in a lingle Combat, to which he was provoked by Roe the 
Danijh King, who founded Rofchild- a Town once famous in Danemark . From 
this time the Saxons never had the entire poflefiion of Jute land, though fometimes 
the Dukedom of Slefwicke , the principal part of it was in their Dominion. The 
next Adventure made by our Saxons was about another Love bufinefe, liking 
it feems in fuch to intermeddle. Hother ? you muft know, the King of Sweden 
had a Miftrels he much affe&ed, and a Rival one Balder , his Subject by Birth, 
and fo in this refpe<ft his Inferiour; but Superiour to him in the Opinion of the 
People, which for his Magical tricks, as it feems, had fanfied him to be a God. 

To War they went, a fuppofed .God, for a Mortal Woman; and he did not fo 
confide in his Divinity, but that judging himfelf too weak for his King, he fought 
to Gelder the King of the Saxons for aid, a Perfon that very readily complied with 
his Demands. Though the Saxons had now loft Jutia, yet their Ships they had 
And are bea- not, which had tranl'ported them into Sweden , but that that King’s Fleet met 
ten at Sea by them by the way and {freight ingaged them. Now, as our Authour obferves, 
the Danes. fuppofed Divinity could not prevail againft the Arms of poor Mortals. Bal¬ 
der is beaten and runs away. The Saxons ftick to it, and are (lain every Mo* 
thers Son : Which the Enemy perceiving, made a fair Funeral Pile of their Vef- 
fcls, and therewith moft nobly and gently confumed them. A Fad, doubtlefs 
to be compared with that Generofity which Hannibl the Carthaginian {hewed 
towards {lain Marcedus. The next Ad of the Saxons {hewed tut little of Ge¬ 


nerofity. They would have hedor’d Wermund the King of Danemark out of Jutia , 
being now very old and blind, and having a Son, in whom for his reputed Stoli¬ 
dity, he had no pleafure. The Ambafladours in a jeering way offer a Combat 
betwixt this Son and their Matters, which contrary to all expedation, the Fool 
accepts; nay, offers to meet in the Field both him and his Squire, and that with 
iuch fuccefs, that he firft doughtily flew the Squire, and then his Mafter. 

Z3. By this means the proud Saxons were forced to fubmit their own Necks to 
the Yoke which they had been fitting, for others, though not long they conti¬ 
nued in that condition. For {halting oft' the Yoke of Servitude again, in the days 
of Dan, the third of that Name, King of the Danes , they fent another proud Chal¬ 
lenge to them, either to pay Tribute, or to exped them to come and fetch it; but 
Another de- in this Adventure our daring Saxons were once again beaten. Here Krantzius fatisfies 
feat. the w onder of his Reader,- why he ihould fo much hear of Sea Expeditions, and no¬ 

thing of the Mediterraneous Parts ; why the Danes Ihould ftill come off with Vi- 
dory, and the Saxons ever with lols and diferedit, a thing which did not fo fall 
out in after times. He tells him there’s no Body has written of thefe Matters but 
Saxo Grammaticus anlflander, one who made it his delign to extoll- the Danes, as all 
other Writers Greek and Roman have done by their Countreymen; had Saxo been a 
Saxon by his Countrey as well as hy Name, he would have done the quite con¬ 
trary, and not obtruded thefe Fables upon the World, but perhaps others as bad 
on the contrary fide. Doubtlefs he is very fabulous and partial, and for that 
caufe we refer the Hiftory of thefe Northern Kingdoms to another Period, when 
he may have fomething certain whereon to fix; but when we have certain foot¬ 
ing as we have in the cafe of the Britains, Saxons, and others, then judge we it 
necefiary to give the Reader an hint of Fables, though Fables, which by that lia- 
1 bit we drefs them in, and that diftindfcion we put upon them he may eafily dif- 
■ cover from rational and probable Stories. Then comes Krantzius to write the 
Hiftory of the Cimbri, which made War in Italy , and other places, which we have 
heretofore difpatched in the Accounts we have already given of thofe Nations, 
againft which they made War. We have already told the Reader, that unto the 
Greeks o .nd Romans the Saxons were firft known, as well as others, by the Name 
of Cimbri ; but fo were all down to Gall, and even the Gads themfelves, of which 
Nation thefe Cimbri that invaded Italy and Greece, feem to have been. And 
whereas Krantzius faith they were Saxons, we lhall grant them fo to have been, 
in a large acceptation, as their Name wasalfo communicated to all that inha¬ 
bited, even as lar as the Scheld. 

z4. After this he reafliimes his Story of the War betwixt the Saxons ana Danes. 
They paid Tribute to Fronte the Great, who reigned when our Saviour was 
born, and to his Son Fridleve as valiant and vi&orious as himfelf, but grudged 
to dee fo to his Son Frotko a Child of but twelve years old They rebell, and 
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the Armies meeting, the Controverfie is referred to another Duel between one Sedt. i. 
They have the Starcater on the fide of the Danes , and one Hama on the Saxon part, who came 
Morft again, by the worft, having his head cloven afunder, from whom the Writer guefleth 

the Town of Hamburg\h might receive its Name. Yet ftill would not the Saxons DeOrig.Ham- 
reft, but {hortly after pafling the Elbe (for they had loft to the Danes all lying 
beyond that River) they were again overcome and loft their Captain Hanef from 
whom he thinks Hauofer might alfo receive its Name; and truly one as likely as MpuiLam- 
the other. But for all this Swerting the other Captain of the Saxons would riot 
be difeouraged, and prefuming he Ihould doe nothing by force, betook himfelf to & J ‘ 

Wiles and Craft. He invites the King of the Danes to his Houfe, and then lets it 
on fire, willingly therein perilhing like another Decius or Samfon, that thereby - 
he might deftroy his Enemy. The Sons of this Swerting took off his Son and 
Succeflour from revenging his death, by giving to him their Sifter in Marriage, 
which procured fo good an underftanding betwixt them, that they lived loving¬ 
ly with him in his Court for a long time, till flout Starcater returned thither. 

He (you muft know) fo rated the poor young King for harbouring thefe Snakes 
in his bofome, that to prevent flinging he knock’d them on the Head, notwith- 
ftanding what their. Sifter and her Children could doe to preferve them. Yet 
could not he get any Tributes from the Saxons , who now flood upon their guard 
and ftoutly defended their Liberty. 

zy. What was done in the mean time in the Ifland Countries by the Saxons , 

Krantzius complains that we are ignorant, blaming Tacitus for being too much 
tacitus in this Particular. He then mentions in fhort what was done in Germany 
by Drufus and Germanicus in the time of Auguftus, concluding, that thofe they 
had to doe with were Saxons, although fuch they be not called. After this he tells 
us another Tale of one Siwar a Nobleman amongft them, who had got the con- 
fent of the young Qiieen of the Danes; but one Haldan of Norway who had had 
a Months mind to her, but was diverted, by fome Wars he waged 'with the Ruffes 
They pay For hearing of the Wedding, came as Gram had done upon them on the very day, and 
their Leache- Q-uefty flaying the Bridegroom, took the Bride away with him: And thefe are 
ry once more. ^ Saxgn Antiquities (and goodly ones they are) which Saxo the Danijb Writer 
(in Name alone being Saxon) hath communicated to us; the reft are buried in 
Oblivion. From thefe goodly Antiquities he pafleth to what was done againft the 
Batavi in the time of Vefpafian, but infills on this Subjetft but little, as un¬ 
proper by his Confeflion. Next he falls into a grievous Complaint that none 
hath tranfmitted to Pofterity the A<ftions of the Saxons in the Inland Countries, 
not doubting but that fuch as had been fo ftout at Sea, would not be Cowardsat 
Land, but have a&ed fomething againft or with the Tvringi and Vandals. He 
doubts not but they had an hand in that War of the Marcomans, in the -days of 
Marcus Antoninus, which affrighted the Romans no lefs than the Carthaginian Wars 
had done. But neither any of the Marcomans nor Saxons committed any thing 
relating hereunto to writing; we onely enjoy whatthe Romans wrote, which they 
did, as all other Stories, for the advantage and grandeur of-their Empire, one¬ 
ly being filent as to the valiant deeds of their Enemies!. We fee a Man hath 
plainly the advantage of a Lion, becaufe a Man was the Painter.; Could 
a Lion hive painted, we fhould have feen another kind of Pkfture. Of 
thefe things we may complain, but cannot amend them. Thus Krantzius 
Wittily. 

z6. He farther obferves, that till about three hundred years after the Birth bf 
Chrift, there is no mention ma,de of the Saxons in any Roman Writer. The firft 
that mentioned them, is Eutropius, a,nd,after .him Outfit*} in the Rdgfis ot-'Die* 
cletian and Maximian. Eutropius relates how C</rti«^«j being.appcAhtecf -tb clear 
the Coafts of the Armorican and Belgick Seas, which the Franks and SaxoMs'm* 
fefted,, though he often took many Barbarians, yet neither gave up che Bttoty to 
the Provincials, nor fent it to the Emperours , was fufpetfted for favoflring of the 
Pirates, that he might ; rob them as they pafled by *, and for this reafon being 
commanded to be {lain, by Maximia*,. took upon, farms the Purple at Bbttonia or 
Bulleigh ia Picardy. This is; related by Orojtus in weliidiighthe fame words,aftd 
by Beda in his Britannia, as fae calls it. //Here our Authour infillts upon thPo forts 
of Writers, as well he may; ; Firft, fuch as fetch the Franks from the Ldkbof Ma- 
otis, in the time of Valeptinian the Emperour, who wasnptyet born; th&l ever 
thofe who deduce the Original of the Saxons, from the times of Theodorich King 
of the Franks , who was neither in being.two hundred years after: This is to be 
taken fpecial notice of , that in thofe days the Saxons exercifed Piracy upon all 

thefe 
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Scdt. 2. Coafts, and that as well the Britifh, as the Gallick; fofalfe is that which 
' foine have affirmed, that before the coming over of Hengifi , they were un¬ 
known to the Britains. For Claudian the Poet, inveighing againft (a) Eutropius, 
about the year of our Lord 400 , makes mention of their Iniefting the Sea in ge- fo ffum 
neral, (£) in another place of the Orchades , and in CO another introduces Bri- N ™J°”f in jl ua 
tain , fpeaking how Stilico had Fortified her both againft the Invafions of Pitts, m7to%u7d 
Scots and Saxons. Moreover, (d) Sidonius Apollinaris, about the time of their Saxone The- 
coming into the Ifland, deferibes moft elegantly their Piracy, both in his Epiftle j^“ or 
to Lampridius, and in his Panegyrick to his Father-in-Law. (b)De\oCon- 

17. Moreover, in the Notitia of the Dignities of the Weftern Empire, we have fuUtuOmo- 
■ mention made of the Comes litoris Saxoniciper Britannias , of the Count of the "fcAr 
Sax** Shore throughout Britain. Now the Saxon Shore was all that Tradi from runt Saxone 
the Cambrica Cherfonefus on that fide the Sea, as far even as the Weftern Part 0 / c ^ cs 
infefting Sea Gall, where the Saxons were wont both to rove and rob upon the Sea, and alfo ^Mequoqfii- 
and Land. land and make depredations on the Continent; and from this Shore it is, that a «'»« pere- 
very Learned Man of our own will-have the Count of the Saxon Shore through- I* 

out Britain, to have received his Title, denying that this Shore of Britain could Munivit 
be called the Saxon Shore, becaufe here they never landed , but onely robbed off Sti iltn. 
at Sea. In a matter of truth we muft be impartial, and affirm him ftrangely 1 TTrismbeUa 
overfeen when he faith that, * We reade not any where that the Saxons had at that timerem 
time , either fetled themfelves upon the Shores of Britain, or were wont to fail thi- Scot‘ca,nePic- 
ther, or that they infefted any thing of Britain, except the Sea. From the verfes 01 rem} m u t . 
Claudian lately cited, it Efficiently appears that Britain , as he brings her in, did «« toto 
not fear the Saxon roving, but the Saxon coming, and how could he properly be jfaiisven- 
faid to come to her except he landed? But Ammianus himfclf, whom that Learned turumSaxo- 
Man fo often cites, Efficiently clears the controverfie, Where he relates that a 
meflage came, how Britain was extremely vexed by Confpiracy of Barbarians, 1 owcaruS 
that Nettaridius the Count of the Maritime Tradt was flain, and Buchobandes the l“m vide- 
Duke Was circumvented by their Hoftile lying in wait ; now what' Barbarians A jfa t y um mte 
thefe were, is evident from his words which follow, that the Sexons were at this fhiemfoium 
time wont to Confpire with the Attacotts and Scottspxid in another place he writes, h mere . . 
that as the Allemans did depopulate Gall, and Rhcetia, and the Sarmatie and Quadi Cu Jj£ 
pannonia, fo the Pitts, Scotts, and Attacotts , vexed t|ie Britains with continual mi- Quin GJ Are- 
feries. Can we imagine that thefe Rovers would not land any where, where they ™t!im S Sax I 
could get booty • and that Britain fliould be fo poor and beggarly, that it fhould «ITtraBus 
not afford them Incouragement, as well as -the waterilh places of Holland, and Sj>erabat,Szc. 
the barren Coafts of Brabant? their aim, if they rightly underftood their Trade, 
fhould be to prey at Sea upon the Batavians, whofe ground could fcarcely main- Lib. 2.0.7.’ 
tain them, as at this day, and plunder the Land of Britain more fruitfull, afford- 17- 

ing more incouragement than the other. We find by Claudian they landed hi 2 ’ 

the Orchades, and were the Orchades Iflands more tempting than the Illand of Bri¬ 
tain ? As for the opinion of Pancirollus, that the Britifh fhould be called the Sax¬ 
on Shore, becaufe the Saxons were before called in hy-Vortigern to aflift the 
Britains, and there inhabited, in thofe times, it is a mighty overfight alfo, the Sax¬ 
ons being called in long after there was a Count of the Saxon lhore throughout 
Britain in the times oi the Romans. But it was but an overfight not worthy to 
be fo. charged With ignorance by that Learned Man, Pancirollus being Efficiently 
known to have been excellently skilled both in Hiftory, the feries of Times, and 
other Learning. --uo-;b' 

i8 4 That our S’dxons&tzn. were great Pirates and Royers at Sea, it’s granted on 
all hands j-.but as one of qurLearned Men denies they landed or made any abode - s {n 
in J&ritaip, fo another as-eminent in things of this nature alfo, will not yield that pjrfZrd.Ec- 
before-.tte jeoming of Hengifi, they had fo much as palled the Elbe, and feated defy. 399. 
theqnfelves upon that Shore betwixt it and the Rhine, fo commodious for Riding 
of Ships and Navigation‘s. He grants that in the time of Domitian, through the 
Trail of Belgica and iAremorica, they infe(ted the Sea, as Eutropius witneffeth, 
and-, that the Saxons .were a Nation J, attive, in Piracy on all the Coaft from , 

the River Rhine to the City Dariiz, now called Danemarc , at Ech time,as they ’ 1 ' 9 ’ 

were called into Britain , as 'Pabias Ethelwerdus affirms in the fecond little Book 
of ;his- Annals. He denies not that they exercifed Piracy in that Maritime Tradt: 
but cannot yet, he faith, find that they fixed any wherfe v iti the Continent of that 
Trad: For, whereas it is read in Zozimus , that the Quadi" Part of the Saxons fei- 
zed uptmBatavia, having thence beaten the Franci Salii', and that Julian taking 
upon him the defence of the Salii, reduced the Quadi into obedience, he cannot 

affent 
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alfent to it firft, becaufe the Quadi were no part of the Saxons, and then becaufe Scdt. 2* 
(a) Eunapius Sar.diams (wliofe Hiftory (J) Zozimus rather tranferibed than 
wrote one lhmfelf) neither faid they were Quadi, neither Canchi (whom Cluye- 
rius would fubftitute in their Rooms ) nor Saxons, but Chamani ■ Qc) Julian him - jt h ali B Edit. 
felf in his Epiftle to the Senate and People of Athens, fetting forth what he had f- 8. ; 

done to the fame purpofe. But to this may be oppofed, firft^that they made ma- 
ny Inrodes, and thefe Inrodes made by them were not fmall and contemptible, but ( c ) o P er. in¬ 
to fame extent ; for (d) Ammiams Marcellinus writes, that in the days of Valentinian ?-- 7 - 1 - 
and Valens,. the Coafts of Gall were wafted by the Franks sloA Saxons, bordering gj'^27. 
upon them, each making excurfions as far as they could by Land or Sea, witli 
grievous plunderings, firings, and flaughters of Ech as they took Prifoners. And 
farther, the Saxones Baiocafftni, or the Saxons of Baieux, are mentioned by Gregory Lib. 5. c. 2 s. 
of Tours, as ancient Inhabitants upon the Shore of Aremorica. It’s not the opinion 
onely of Krantzius, that the Saxons long before their coming into Britain , had in- 
larged their Borders from Holfdtia, on this fide the Elbe, almoft as far as the Rhine, 
but Aventinus placeth the Saxons between thefe'two Rivers, even in the days of Boior.Ann.ih 
Augujlus Cat Par. Some Eaftward extend their Dominions through all the Sarma- lt ,2 ’ 
tian Sea, even almoft as far as the River Tandis , which feparates Europe from 
Afia. And an ancient Chronicle in Rhime alledges from other Books, much more Vide apud 
ancient, that all the Countrey beneath Neomagus, was in old time called the low- shcringbm. 
er Saxony, and that the River Scheld taking in its Waters from the Meufe and the p ' 

Rhine, was its Weftern Border. To be fure that after the removal of the Franks 
into Gall, by degrees they fetled themfelves in their Seats, and not onely poflef- 
fed the Maritime Coaft betwixt the Elbe and the Rhine, but pierced into the in- 
. ward Parts of Germany, on all hands is agreed. Thefe things fpeak the extent of 
the Saxon Power ; which indeed was fo terrible both at Land and Sea C where- 
Are chiefly ever they planted 3 th at amongft all other Nations, in the decay of the Empire, 

thC they by the Romans were moft fear’d. 

* ‘ % 9 . We have now prefented our Saxons ready to take Ship, or their Keels for 

Britain, to which Voyage they were Efficiently inclined, doubtlefs from the 
knowledge they could not but have of the Ifland. And fo great inclination they 
had, that fome there are who fpeak nothing of an Invitation, but fay like unwel¬ 
come Guefts, as they proved, they cameabfolutely without fending for ,• yet partly 
becaufe they could not ftay at home. For Ninius will have them driven by their 
Relations out of Germany , which another limits unto Frifia, as the Galls of old lob Gerbr.md 
when their Countrey was not able to maintain their growing Multitudes, chronic. Bc/g. 
font out as to travell, three hundred thoufand of their Brood, to leek out new' ,I,c ' 9, 
Habitations ; fo Geoffrey of Monmouth would have us believe it to have been tiifi. Brian. 
the Cuftome in Saxony, to fend out. their Numbers by Lot, to free themfelves /,6,e,, ‘ 
from a fuperfluous Multitude. But we have good fecurity from Gildas, Beda, 

They take paulus Diacoms, and many others, that they were fent for over by Vortigern, 

Ship for Bri- w h om Gildas calls a proud and unlucky Tyrant, and Witichhd makes a formal 

vit'ed bj n r 0 ’".* Embafly to be fent, as we have before related. Therefore William the Monk of Dj Geflis Reg. 

tigem. Malmesbury will have both Caufes to have concurr’d, which is not improbable. Ang ' 

It pleafeth them all (faith he) to fend for tbe Saxons and Angli out of Germany, 
being valiant at their Arms, and a wandering People. Hereby would accrue double profit, 
for being invincible , they would eafily beat back their Enemies ; and hitherto being 
uncertain when to fix, they would take it for a mighty favour, if they might have 
but fome rough and barren Soil, fome dry and hungry Heath to inhabit. They never 
imagined they would att any thing againft their Countrey, the frejh memory of this 
favour would fo oblige them and /often the fiercenefs of their Difpofition. This Ad¬ 
vice being approved, Ambaffadours are fent into Germany, men really of quality, who 
would worthily difeharge themfelves of that publick Character. * The Germans hearing 
they were courted to a thing which they themfelves a thoufand times had defired, 
quickly condefcended j the pleafurethey took in the Enterprize,fpurring them on to all 
expedition imaginable. Bidding therefore farewell to the Places that bred them, 
and renouncing the Affettions of their Parents, they commit themfelves to the fa¬ 
vourable Gale of Fortune and the Winds , which in three long Ships i which they call 
Ciules or.Keels, waft them into Britain. Now at this time and afterward they came 
from three forts of People in Germany, viz. The Angles, Saxons and Jutes. 

30 . For, almojt all the Land which lies under the Northern Pole, becaufe it doth 
germinate fo many Men (fo the Monk plays with the word ) is not mdefervedly 
called Germany, though diftinguifked by many Limits of provinces. Wlserefore in 
like manner, as they whofe work it is, are wont to cut off the Luxuriant boughs of a 

S Tree, 
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Sc( 5 t. 2 . Tree, that it may have Juice enough wherewith to keep in Life the remaining • fo 
w'~v~'w do the Inhabitants by the Expulfion of fome of their Number eafe their Mother, lejb 
by feeding fo numerous an Off-fpring fke Jhould be exhaujled- but to prevent grudgings 
C-i flint; Lots and difcontent, they ufe Lots for deciding the Controverfie, who Jhallbe fent away. 
who (hall goc. Thence is it , that the Men of that Land have made a Vertue of a NeceJ/ity, that fuch 
as were driven front their Native foil, might by their Arms make themfelves room 
in foreign Countries, as the Wandals who formerly overran Africk, the Goths who 
pojfeffed Spain, as the Lombards whichJlill inhabit Italy, and the Normans poffef- 
fing that part of Gall, which they had won with their Arms, have called it Nor¬ 
mandy. Out of this Germany then came firfl Britain a fmall Band of Men, but 
Hcugifi ami fah as rnade good its fmalnefs by its Valour, two brothers of hopefull Inclinations, 

Horfi arrive and not ignoble in their Countrey, W2.Hengift and Horfa, being their Captains. For 
but valiant tlje d were the Abnepotes, or Great, great Grandchildren of that mojl ancient Woden, 

Company. from whom almofl all barbarous Nations derive their Pedigree, and whom the Nations 
of the Englifh, madly fanfying to be a God, have by a perpetual Sacrilege confecrated 
to him the fourth day of the week to this very time , and the fixtb day to his Wife 
Frea. 

31. This is to be obferved from what we have formerly faid, that fuch as came 
over into Britain were of the Ancient Saxons, viz. thofe peculiarly fo called 
whole feats we have fhewn, and of th e Jutes and Angles. Ninius will have Hengifl 
to have come out of an liland called Oghul, whether by it he means the whole 
Cimbrick Peninfula, or as Learned Vfher found in one Copy Angul, that is that part 
of the Cherfonefus, which at this day is called Angleu , and gives a certain repre- 
fentation of the whole Peninfula. But (a) others from the Chronicle of Leyden, will (a) Vorpcr 
have Hengifl a Frifian. John (£) of Leiden, in his Belgick Chronicle, affirms him ' rha ^ nri f Hi I 
to have been .King of Frifia or Freifeland, which he fays was called Lower Sax- rbrnSc,?.' 
o.'y. Sujfridas (r) Petrus contends, that he was the Son of Vdolph Haro, the brand. 
fevcntji Duke of the Frifians by Suana, the Daughter of Vetgift Prince of the Sax- ^ A F l \ 
ons 1 and adds that he led forth two feveral Colonies: the former in the two and Frifl ttqm ' 
twentieth year of his Age into old England near Jutia, where for fixty two years 
he continued fuftaining his Company, partly by Tillage, and partly by a pirati¬ 
cal kind of War: the fecondin the eighty fourth year of his Age from that England 
into Britain, where he lafted not above four years dying in the eighty eighth year 
of his Age, which was of our Lord the four Hundred fifty third. But whatever 
he fondly talks of Books written in thofe days upon thefe fubjedts by the Father 
of Hengifl, and two I wot not what Dukes, our Learned Primate very rationally j n p r { m „i 
concludes, that if Hengifl and Horfa were Frifians, they were born rather in />• 397- 
the Danijh Frifia, than in that which borders upon Holland. For in Danemark 
there is a Freifeland, which in refpetft of the other Saxo Grammaticus calls the 
lefs in the beginning of his Hi (lory, being the mod Southern Part of Southern 
Jutland, having on the Eaft Old England or old Anglia, and on the South the 
Ancient Saxony, and feparated from both by the River Eidore, from which its In¬ 
habitants are called Eiderfleds, as from the Ihore they inhabit StrandFreifelanders. 

That thefe People were a Colony of the Frifians ,the Agreement both of their Name 
a fnppiy from ® I ? ( j Language do teftifie, as the fame Saxo writes, and Vhbo Emmius affirms, that Uift. lib. 14. 
rnjh. uUl they retain through fo many Ages their Speech uncorrupted, having fo much fffft- Fri I ,c - 
affinity with the Englifh Tongue, that it comes not nearer any Language of their tb ’ 2 ‘ 
Neighbours. ' ” ’ 

3 z. Now if thefe Frifians were of one and the fame Original, and agreed in 
their Speech both betwixt themfelves and the Englifh, it’s the lefs to be wondred 
faith the Primate, that the Frifones are alfo with other Nations, which gave Ori¬ 
ginal to the Englifh Saxons reckoned by Beda; the other are, befides the Ancient Li ^- r - Hi fi‘ 
Saxons, the Rugini, LTani, Hunni and Boruftuarii, forne of which might poflibiy IO ‘ 
come over amongft theconftant fupplies which were fent to Hengifl, and the reft 
out of Saxony; for that the main Body of the Colony confifted of the three Na¬ 
tions, Saxons, Angles and Jutes is univerfally accorded. Neither is there any other 
1 eftimony befides this of Beda, that the Anglofaxons were of Frifian defeent, for 
as for that which Emmius produceth out of Marcellinus, in the life of Suidbert, this 
Marcellinus is a forged Authour, difcovered to be fuch by Stephen White (one 
inoft knowing not oncly in the Antiquities of his own Ifland, but of other Na¬ 
tions alfo} as Mailew the Great Patron of that Book himfelf confelfed. But he pro¬ 
duces another Proof out of Procopius, who writes that the Ifland of Britain was 
inhabited by three mofl numerous Nations, over each of which commanded its own 
hing,thefe are called Angili F rixonzs.and Britones, having a Name near a-kinn to the 

Ifland 
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Iflanditfelf. And 1 thichtadie felffamepface 

navia, which he rails hlch feith th „ j„ ttte Ocean ts tbs Ifland 

landed. thofe properly fo called C r01 ? f §. r up i ie o an d now let us enquire what 

might poffibly intermix in fome of ine lP ^ 0 n an j and Freifeland, fay their Vid e vjTcrium 
time it was they were fent for . ov ® r> ,T h , • ht „ ^ year Q f Our Lord. Out 

3 9* at the Tear 542, out of which Number ^ Britains were' I-opiapr-om 

under the Command the f f iffo it waSith , s was but a Bpec- 

that they caft oif,and made memeives a f h for t h e Saxons came C ynin 5 e 

rebellious fit h^^titionedagahi the Romans dor Relief and.«,Jlaarfe 

not to their alfiftence till they nan p , ° ^ we reforfaken by them, “j hia, &c. 

Wl i 0, l ly ft rnmS"lTa hetman hath -f * - 
and ieft to fluft tor th ^ le1 ^ a f u dden pafTed over into England C Britain he The hft Edi- 

mS’i^heDayfof fdentinUn. ^and killed the Renans every MothersSon 
means) ^ - • a bfolutely to be allowed, who write that under Theodo- /^according 

/lAteyo^orelfe of Martian' L Succeffour. this great Alteration happened 

■" Inlertarof^;. 

liints, that before the thud Confullhip of ™ f ^XdConful(hip.of our npa ■} ni- 

au(S T’^l ^CCXLVrButX C S to^ Annate Lft by CaMen w Cettods Library, 5“^°' 
44 L ° rc ^. , * pr s ccxLVIII Falius Ethelward, and with him the Annals urn U p er 

448 refer it 

written in the £«g/y ot Malmesbury, Henry of Huntingdon, Alanus de mon nircyr* 

a Saxon Chronology, Utam oi Mai the year CCCCXLIX, induced r e ? qjap- 

449 Infuhs, Matthew Flortlegus , andothers 0 ? CCCCXLIX, from the rianur Ca- 

as Vfher believes by thofe words of Beda, that in the year ^ ^ J BoQks rcpe pice . 

obtained the &"P r e,and Md it jev y ^ int0 Bri tain in three long ' ..^ Ange 

invited by the forefaid Kang 4^ n ot to the Government till the year j, et> Seux- 
fhips. But it: bemgevidenj as p lor€ntius of Worcefler doth na pi r S e- 

followmg, their coming is either to be L ^ CCCCL, or lajiob ppam 

451 F^dl'not^ea" wa^adeanced, but 

. whlno the compels of the feven years he reigned^^ the 

1 verefent for by the Britams. «. brausht over with him, is no ^rcSsle 

35. What number they were which Hengifl hrlt br g caUed ciu i es by ^Yr e r ea- 
where told us, but coming over but in three Veffels by T } ie y fonbe r ea- 
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Se<5t. 2. to lia ve been Ebsfleet in the Ifle ofTanet, which Ifle being the Eaftern part of Kent, 
as Kent is of Britain , feveral Authours affirm to have firft been given up into their 
Hands. They fhew’d themfelves fo valiant againft the Ticls and Scots, againft whom 
the Nation intended them, andfo cunning withall for their own ends, that by the 
means and methods we have formerly fliewed, they got fuch footing in Britain, 
that of Friends they turned Enemies, and from Guefts would be Matters and Ow¬ 
ners of all; and driving the poor Britains up into the Mountains, and barren pla¬ 
ces of the Ifland, or forcing them upon Rocks, or beyond the Seas into foreign 
Parts; thebeft part of the Countrey they feized, where their Pofterity at this 
day continueth, notwitliftanding what alteration was afterward made by the 
Danes and Normans,'io its pofleflion of their however got Inheritance, their very 
Language,notwithftandingtoo much altered by ridiculous affection of worfe words, 

: ttill furviving. Having for a time confidered them all as Saxons, now we iball dittin- 

guilh them again,and acquaint the Reader what parts of Britain w ere feized and plan- 
Tiie Poflefll- ted by each feveral People. Firft then the Jutes,or fuch as came out of Jutia, 
on ot'ihe poflefled themfelves of Kent, the Ifle of Wight* and part of Hamjbire lying over a- 
gainft that Ifle, wffiere the River VwUe enters the Ocean; for though afterward it 
fell to the Province of th tWeJlfaxons, yet in the firft times of thefe Englijb Sax- 
ons, the Inhabitants were called Jutnacynn or D f t h e Nation of the Jutes. The 
ono ie ax- g ax0KS ^ or fuch as came out of Saxony, properly and anciently fo called, came to 
be diftinguifhed into Southern, Eaftern and Weftern. The Soutbfaxons poflefled 
themfelves of Sujfex, whichftill bears their Name; not that they were fo called 
in their own Countrey, but from the Situation of their newly acquired pofiefli- 
on s. The Eaftern Saxons obtained for their fhare EJfex, which ttill bears their 
Name, with Middlefex, and that Southern Part of Hertfordjbire. The Wefternf ax¬ 
ons anciently called Genniffi, got to themfelves that which we now call Surrey , all 
Hamjbire, that part excepted which we faid was feized by the Jutes, Berkjbire, 
Wiltfhire, Dorfetjbire, Somerfetjbire, Devonjbire, and fome part of Cornwall ; for, 
moft part of it is ttill retained by the Remainders of the ancient Britains. ’ ’ 

l 6 ' The An & li ' or thofe that came out °f Anglia ( which Beda calls Annins 
gli. an d faith it was fo exhaufted by this Plantation, that to his time it remained defo¬ 

late, but it was afterward repleniflied by the Jutes, as we may perceive by Ada- 
mas Bremenfis ) had the greater fhare, and therefore it was reafonable they fliould 
give denomination to the whole, though there might be another occafion. They 
gave Original to four forts of People, viz. the Eaftern Englijb, the Midland Englijb 
the Mercians, and Northumbrians. The Eaftern Englijb poflefled thefe Provinces 
called afterward Counties of Norfolk, Suffolk and Cambridge with die Ifle of Ely 
and,as fome think,part oiBedfordfhire. The Midland Englijb inhabited Leicejlerjbire, 
which was fubjedb to the Dominion of the Mercians. The Mercians by the River 
Trent, were divided into Southern, and Northern. Within the extent of the 
Southern Mercians were comprized the Counties of Lincoln, Northampton, and 
C what was once a Part of it) Rutland, Huntingdon, Bedford, the Northern 
Part of Hertford, Buckingham, Oxford, Glocejler, Warwick, Worcejler, Hereford, 
Stafford and Salop. Withinthatof the Northern Mercians, theCounties of Chejler 
Derby and Notingbam. Laftly the Northumbrians, were they that lived beyond 
the River Humber, who were diftinguifhed into the Deiri and Bernicii. The Deiri 
dwelt m Lancajhire, Torkjbire, Wejtmorland, and the Southern Part of Cumberland, 
on this fide the River Derwent. The Bernicii were Matters of Northumberland 
( which at this day onely bears the Name of that large Kingdom ) 
the Northern Part of Cumberland with fome Portion of Wejtmorland, con¬ 
tiguous to it, with the Bifhoprick of Durham, and the Southern Part of that 

we now call Scotland, lying betwixt the River Twede, and the Frith of Edenbo- 

rougb. tor though the Name of Scotland came afterwards impofed upon tint 
Countrey, yet that the People inhabiting there, and poftibly farther Northward 
were the On-fpring of the Englifb is evident from their Language, which be¬ 
ing Englijb Saxon could not have conquered and over-powered the true Scotch, but 
by the great Multitudes of them that fpake it! 

37. Now laft of all before we take our leave of this Subject, what Britains 
were expelled, by what other forts of New-comers, whether Jutes, Saxons or An¬ 
gles, we lhall inform the Reader, that of his own Countrey he may receive as 
An account of full information as we can give him. Know then that Kent retains tiie old Name, 

Sat were bein § by Cat far as well as others called Cantium, and as Cami den guefiedifrom a 

pelicd by thofe Gallick word, flgnifying a Corner, which the French ttill call a Canton- for, a 
New-comers, certain Nook or Corner in Scotland is called Cantir, the Inhabitants of another 
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part of the Ifland are by Ptolemy termed Cant at, the Cangante in Wales were pof- Sedft. 2- 
feifed of another Corner, and the Cantabri in Spain amongft the Celtibenans, dwelt 
in another Angle. Certainly Kent is a Canton or Angle of Britain looking to¬ 
ward Gall And to take the reft rather as they lay in the Ifland, than as we 
have named them in refpeeft of their Nevv pofleflours, Cornwall and Denjbire were 
before inhabited by the Damnonii or Danmonii fo called in Britifb, either trom the 
Mines of Tinn, called by them Moina, or from- their dwelling under Hills. Dor¬ 
fetjbire belonged to the Durotriges, fo named poftibly from Dour or Dttor water, 
and Trig an Inhabitant, the Coatt lying for about fifty Miles full ot turnings or 
windings upon the Britifb Sea. Somerfetjbire, Wiltjbire, Hampshire were the 
Pofleflion of th oBehce, who as moft hold palled over from the a People of 

Gall into Britain, being originally Germans, having palled over the Rhine. The 
Ifle of Wight adjoining, was probably peopled by them. The At rebat n, who came 
Alfofrom the Attebates in Gall, were Matters of Berkjbire. The People called^/ 
of Surry ' for Southrey from its Situation Southward trom the River) Sujfex ( or 
Southfex) and die Sea Coatt of Hampjhire. The Dobmi of Glocejlerjbire and Ox- 
fordjbire, fo named, from- Daffen, flgnifying low places lying under Hills ; thenr 
Succeflours the Englijb were termed Wiccii from Wtc in Saxon, figmtying a -Greek, 
for they inhabited round about the Mouth of Severn, which is very lull ol ImaU 
Creeks and Reaches. Th eCattieachlani, being as is rationally conjectured firtt TheTrinoh ._ 
called CajRi, inhabited the Counrtics of Buckingham, Bedford and Hertford, in ^tesCafinfrri- 
Trinobantes , thofe of Midtefex and EJfex, rationally thought to have taken their Tncito 
Name from Tre Nant , or Towns in a Vale by the fide of the River Thames. w euamn. 

38. Next to the Trinobantes lived the Iceni fpoftibly lb called from /ken a wedge 
in Britifb') and poflefled what was afterward called Ea ^.-England, viz. the Coun¬ 
ties of Suffolk, Norfolk, Cambridge and Huntingdon. The Coritani i preading 
themfelves very far through the Mediterranean Part of the Ifland, inhabited as far 
as to the German Ocean, the Counties of Northampton, LeiceJler, Rutland, Lin¬ 
coln Nottingham and Derby. The Cornavii dwelt in Warwickjhire, Worcejlerjbire , 
Staffordfkire', Sbropjhire and Chejhire. The Brigantes whofe Territories were after¬ 
ward contained within the Kingdom of the Deiri, held Torkjbire, the Bilhoprick 
of Durham, Lancajhire, Wejtmorland, Cumberland. The Offadini f who rather 
fliould have been called Offatini, for that they lived beyond the River Tine) had 
their Habitation in Northumberland. The Gadeni were next to them, and were fca- 
ted in that Countrey, which lies betwixt the Mouth of the River Tweed, 
and Edenborougb Frith. All thefe were by degrees difpoflefled by thefe refolute 
and hardy Incomers, and either killed or driven out of the Ifland, or forced up 
into Cornwall or Wales, which once fignifyed all lying beyond the Severn, but af¬ 
terward was much contracted, and when the Romans ruled in Britain, was inhabi¬ 
ted by three forts of People, thq Silures, Dime tee and Ordovices, who held not 
onely the twelve lhires as they now call them of Wales, but thofe two alfo be¬ 
yond Severn, viz. Herefordfhire and Monmouthjhire, which have been now long 
reckoned amongft the Counties of England. W hat forts of People were difpoflefled 
by Jutes , Saxons ot Englijb properly fo called, the Reader may diftinguilh by 
comparing what has been laid, and may farther underftand by that to which we 
have now brought him, viz. a particular Defeription of the feveral petty King¬ 
doms, thefe New Planters founded in the Ifland. Of which feverally according 
to the meafure of our Intelligence. 


s E C T. III. 
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SECT. III. 

The Kingdom of the Jutes in Kent, from the firfi found¬ 
ing of it hy Hengift, to the Conqueft of it by Egbert 
King of the Weff-Saxons. 

The /pace of three hundred feventy four Tears. 

Sect. 2. r - T 'JEngift the, Son of ViSligiske, whole Father was Vitta ( Veta , Wehta, or 
11 Wit bar) the Son of Woden , after the death of his Brother Horfa , 
Hengiji made was made King of Kent by his Followers, in the year of our Lord CCCCLVI, 

inj / as Mathew Florilegus writes, or as all the Englijh Saxon Annals confent in the 

**1 year CCCCLV • the fame wherein the Battel was fought betwixt them and 
Vortigem the Son of Vortigern, about the very fame time that Childerick the 
Firlt, King of the Franks , of the Race of the Merovingii, or the Son of Mero- 
’veus began his Reign ; the Affairs of the Romans now every day more and more 
going down the Wind in thefe Parts, and the Goths and Suevi being together 
by the Ears about the iltares of that Countrey. 

z. This fame year he is faid thrice to have fought againfl the Britains j but as 
the faid Flowergatherer tells us, was not able to refift the skill and prowefs of 
b* Mortimer, ^ ut vvas glad to flie to the Ifle of Thanet , where being daily vexed 
Vonimer. Y w ith Sea Fights, at length the Saxons being fcarcely able to recover their Boats, 
leaving their Wives and Children, returned into Germany. Henry of Huntingdon 
writes, that once he fled to the Ifle of Thanet , and once to his Ships, -and fent in¬ 
to his Countrey for fuch as were gone away. If thefe Writers fay he was 
beaten, we may be allured Ninius the Britain will fwear it, who plies yoti with 
his Verbs Conclufit , Olfedit , Fercuffit , Comminuit , Tenuity meaning Vortimer, (or 
Guorthemir as he calls him) his Welfh Bloud being up, as it had realbn to flie out 
againfl thefe Infidels, thefe that were wretched Unbelievers themfelves, and 
like Mifcreants had broken all Faith and Covenants, and of Hirelings and Ser¬ 
vants turned Tyrants and Mailers ; who being called to protedt, were now tur¬ 
ned Deftroycrs, and with Fire and Sword prolecuted the Britains , the true and 
right Proprietours of the Countrey. But being thus beaten, he faith, they fent 
Meflengers into Germany to bring more Keels full of a great number of flout 
and lully Warriours, and afterward fought againfl: the Kings of our Nation. Some- 
timesthcy overcame and enlarged their Borders, other whiles they wereworlled 
and driven back. And Guorthemir greedily fought four Battels againfl them, 
whereof the lall was by Lapis Tituli upon die Shore of the Gallick Sea (Hill 
called Stonar , as we laid, in the Ifle of Thanet ) where the Barbarians were over¬ 
thrown, and he remained Conquerour. They ran away to their Keels, and got 
fearfully into them like fo many Women , and he died not long after. He of 
Huntingdon agrees with him as to the death of Gortimer (lb he calls him) with 
whom, he adds, that the hope and fuccefs of the Britains died. After this, 
Hengift , and tsffchis Son having received frelh Supplies out of their Countrey, 
and being much incouraged by the death of Gortimer , prepare themfelves for 
another Battel at Creganford. The Britains bring forth againfl: them four Bodies 
of men, each conducted by a mofl valiant Captain ; but coming to the Ingage- 
BatteiheiiKits mcn . r ’ find themfelves over-matched by the Numbers of their Enemies. lor 
the Britains tliofe that were newly arrived being frelh, and all of them choice men, with 
quite out of their Axes and Swords lb laid about them, that they made great daughter of the 
4. r. Britains , w ho yet left not off till they faw their four Captains dead upon the place. 

Then being frighted and difeouraged beyond belief, fled from Kent as far as Lon¬ 
don^ and never after durft come thither for to light. That this Battel fought at 
Creganford (a Village in Kent, fo called, becaufe lituate upon the River Creke or 
Crey, about a Mile and an half from Hartford , in the Daily wick of Sutton Dart- 
ford , Hundred of Little and Lefnefs , lately of Sutton at Hone , Well Divifion of 
407 the County, and at this day called Creiford) was fought in the year CCCCVII, 
wherein Leo the Elder began his Reign. Falius Ethelivard alio teflifies, belides 
Florence of Worcefter , the Saxon Annals both of Chrift-Church in Canterbury , and 
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' the other of Peter trough continued,although in others it be referred tothe preceding Sedfc^. 

year. ButNWwtells us another kind of Tale of what happened after the death 
of Guorthemir, and after the Return of Hengift with his Troops The Saxons 
then began to confult how they might craftily circumvent King Guorthigirn and 
his Army. They fent their Ambafladours to make a Peace and a perpetual League 
and Amity with them. Hereupon Guorthigtrn called his Council, and confulted 
what was to be done ; the Refult whereof was, that they Would accept of a 
Peace, and with this Anfwer the Meflengers returned. After this a friendly 
Meeting-: was agreed on, and Caution was given, that neither Britains nor 
Saxons fliould come to the meeting with their Arms - the more to fo^Ter them 
Minds and AfTedions to unite an? ftrengthen. But that mofl wicked Hengift 

4 m a* rre commanded his Followers, that each of them ihould carry his ihort Sword with * N i„ io artli 

A Maf&are. commana > u and f Nmgt cour Saxes, then draw your ™,ue.Cuitei- 

Knives ^Swords) and fall upon them courageously. But kill not their King, 
but for my Daughters fake, whom I gave him to Wife, keep him Me, that he medio fiends 
„rS lumTelf. The place was appointed, and they met together Ibgl™, 
Saxons cunning Foxes feemed very kind, giving marvellous good words, and they Gr ^ 
fate down man by man very fociably. But Hengift , as he laid, gave the weed 
and all the three Hundred Noblemen (Seniores f he calls them) of '^rtkigirn 
were flain, he alone being taken Prifoner and put into Chains. And for uts hte he gla j iuf a . 
was conftrained to give them large Countries, viz. Eaftfex, Smthfex and Mid- 
dleCex Geoffrey of Monmouth tells us, that this Meeting was near the Con- eur 
vent of Ambrifis. not far from Salisbury, where || four hundred and fixty Perfons v n defibiSax, 
were fla^r the Bodies of whom were burjedby £«a*the»o P o W 
with Chriftian Burial, not far off in the ordinary place. The Chronicle of Leiden 
TTiprifrnnprl bnt three hundred Princes of Britain to have been flam, which account t Ex Senior 
Sterf tSe“eyfdlows in his Chronicle of the I^w Countries, though £ 
he mentions in another place twelve, whom he calls Duces Brttanniarum, as being 0 

the chief inPlareand dW “e Outlandifh Writers confoundjheAflans s, = 

of Bntams and Saxes. What they fay concerning Hcw/J? his being beaten out, y d „ 8 
of Britain, and his founding the City or Caftle of Leiden upon the Bank of the *Ua exempt*- 
RivCT let the Reader remember what hasbeen faidbefore, that we may 

n °V h In e thl^a^CCLXV, Hepfl and his Son again ingaged 
Britains at a place called Wippcdsjieet, and therein indeed flew twelveCaptains 
of their Nation, as both Falius Ethelivard, Florence of Worcefter and the Englijh VideVgrium 
Saxon Annals do teftifie, tliefe they might miftake, for having been flam m ^ 

Maflacre. But ilill about that Maflacre there is more variety ot Stories. Geojfrey 
of Monmouth talks of Hengift his having aflociated himfelf for this Enterprize, 
or Evil Merry-day, no fewer than three hundred thoufand men. As to the 
number of the flain, our Caxton and Johannes Major in h;s Scotch Hiflory will 
have Hengift to have entered Britain with fifteen thoufand men, and John Ha - 
Ihg wUl Mve th&kaxons to have kill'd there near Salutary tt ? ch«oufly one 
thotfand and threefcore of the Brit.fi Noblemen. A certain Scotch Chronicle 
agrees with Geoffrey in the number of four hundred and Axty ; and William oi 
Hcngifl is flam Malmsbury Tides with Ninius in the fmalleft number of three hundred. As lor 
i Hengift lie having been the death of fomany Britains , at length was flam him- 
fiire. m ^ felf ft Coningsburgh near the River Dun in Torkjhire , as_we have told already if 
that be true which the Britijh Writers relate of lum. There is .a great fufpicion 
he came tofoine fuch kind of end, becaufe the . Englijh Writers 

thing of his death, as neither of any of the Victories obtained by the Rr^"? 
what made againfl the honour of their Countreymen they conceal, but are 
Zealous to publiih their Conquefts and Trophies. Matthew the Flowergatherer 
pkcS toShin the year q CCCCLXXXI P X, and from him^r/andflae 
Englijh Saxon Annals ditfer but m one years computation. AccdjM bom ^ ^ 

their Accounts he reigned then thirty and three, or as FlorentiusWigornienfis hath ^ ^ 
it tliirVv and four yetrs: fo falfe is that which Suffridus Petrus wnt^ of h.s be- turho4iernt 
fng U S"arfTn the Ifland. He was 

Hour • cruel enough, and as cunning as courageous, knowmg vdry well m caieme quem 
Lion’s skin was too fcant, how to piece it up With tlie Fo^s. As his Brother ^ 
had his Name from that Noble Creature we ftill call an Ho ^, ^ ^ ^ ^TofstZi 
Male of that Species intire as Nature leaves him, without any mutdation oi Mem H^ dicum 
bers. And he being a man deferving Honour in his Countrey* from that great Htng ift 
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Sect. 2. Plantation he fettled in this Illand, his Countreymen the Saxons might poflibly 
give in memory of him that Animal for their Arms, which formerly were two 
little Swords or Seanes bom crofs or Salter-wife. 

o/T'rve his Son ^ Lo Hengift fucceeded his Son Oeric or Oferic firnamed <^£fc, as Beda informs Ethehrardus 
nt .ects. USj f rom w hom the Kings of Kent , faith Matthew , to this day are called *Aifc- 

kynges. Geoffrey of Monmouth tells a ftory, how when Hengift was taken and memiccs fin. 
killed in Conislurgh, Oeta his Son fliut himfelf into Toth, but was forc’t to yield "*/'«>> «{/« 
himfelf up to Amhrofe , who granted to him, and to Eofa his Kinfman, who had 
alfo fortified the City of AlcluJ or Dunbritton, a Countrey near to Scotland ; but nabaturTfi, 
tliough Oeric, Oferic and Oeta being lomething, yet this feems not the lame with (faffff'f 
the Eldeft, who came into Britain with his Father, with whom he was invited ’camuaruE- 
by Fortigern , as Beda writes, and who is laid to have begun his Reign allb toge-J^*/"'* Mo¬ 
ther with his Father over the Saxons (Jutes who by a general Name were fo 
called) in the Kingdom of Kent. There is little or nothing more fpoken of y 
him, than that he reigned twenty four years, though fome add ten to this num- cccrcpeCccn- 
ber. The Monk of Malmesbury fays he reigned quietly, Florentius of Worcefter, j- u ff 0 
glorioufly, being content with the Dominions his Father left him, rather than ftri- i£Ji <jutppc 
ving to inlarge them, though Henry of Huntingdon faith he did this too • but 
moil dark are thefe times whereof onely the main things, as great Battels and no- primus Confid 
tableSucceflions are mentioned, fo as Memory and Tradition could tranfmitthem & Dux de 
from one Generation to another. For who lliould relate the many and confidera- /(IZl’cemis 
ble Actions which happened in this great Revolution? the poor Britains were Angiormn, cu. 
maflacred and driven from Houle and Home: the Saxons were Heathens, nothing 
of humanity, nothing of civility or letters amongft them. They took care how avusmiia, 
to get and hold their Pofleflions, nor thought at all how to tranimit the method proavm m- 
and courfe of their Exploits to Pofterity. They thought they lliould doe bravely 
if they but left goodly Inheritances to thofe that lliould come after them j how chrmJi.zd 
they came by them they cared not whether ever they knew, feeing they lliould 
leave them poflefiion, nine points of the Law, and a title written by the Sword’s 
point. 

After him 6. To Oferic fucceeded his Son Otha, to whom Sir Henry Savilia his Fafti gives 
^nTcmwrfck twent y y ears > although William of Malmesbury tells us that Oferic had for Suc- 
“ m ' micr,c ^ cellours his Son Otha, and Otha’s Son Ermerick more like to him than to the 
Grandfather and great Gr-andfather : that to them both are aferibed fifty three 
years in the Chronicles • but whether they reigned apart or jointly together it’s 
uncertain. But the Fajti now mentioned give to Ermerick nine and twenty years. 

Then Ethel- After them followed Ethellert (or Egilbert, or zAEthilbyrht, as fome Copies reade Ethe!w.ndo 
him) who at his firft coming to the Government was very contemptible in t \\ & ^heibjrh. 
eyes of his Neighbours, and ingaging in War with fome of them, was once or 
twice worlled, particularly by * Ceaulin and Cutha , who beat him back into Kent, *chroml. St¬ 
and flew, in a place called Wibbandune , tw 7 o of his Noblemen, Ojlac and Cnebban , xonic - ad An. 

, and with much adoe could defend what was left him by his Ancellours. But Creacirn 1 * 

wh.n he grew older, and came to more experience in the World he grew more CU j r aBe- 
skilfull in military matters, and fo plied his bufinels, that hdlpbtained Victory ru hcon pip 
where-ever he engaged, and quarrels arifing betwixt him and the other petty jEdelbyphc 
Kings, as one gave occafion unto another, he fubdued them all one after another, -3 hincin 
and by continual fuccefs brought under all the Englijh Saxon Nations except thofe Gene 
of Northumberland. This made him fo confiderable abroad as well as at home, Beplym&on 
that feeking for Alliances he was not denied, but obtained Bertha the Daughter of & 

the King ot the Franks, fay fome, or rather one that was of the Bloud-royal of p^ban- 
that Nation. Now had he and his Court by more acquaintance with the World, t, un eo]- 
and efpecially by converfation with the Nation of the Franks, which had been jo^on Of- 
civilized before, began to relinquifli their barbarous manners, and the Queen be- lac ■] 
verted'to the* * n § a Chriftian, and having a Chriftian Bilhop, by name Letard, attending upon Cnebban. 
Faith, ° 6 her, by this means he became more fufceptible of that Imprefiion which was made 
upon him hy Auguftine the Monk and his followers, who being font hither by 
Gregory the Bilhop of Rome, and finding better acceptance, no doubt, by reafon 
of the Intelligence he might hold with' the Queen, without much adoe brought 
him over to the Chriftian Religion. Having abolifhed Paganifm, and brought in 
true Religion, that his Subjects might grow into a more civilized Body, like to 
And made the other polilhed Nations of the World, he fet upon making Laws, fuch as moll: 

'church 1 ^ tte ^ their Temper, and fuited with the prefent occafions of the State. In ma- 
Uirc 1. kj n g t [ ie p e Law s, Beda tells us that he followed the pattern of the Romans , and J ; ,xu exm- 
compiled them in the Englijh Tongue, in the firft place making provilion for re- P h Hpmano- 

ftitution ™ m ' L z ' c ' 5 ' 
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ftitution to be made, in cafe a Church, Bilhop, or others m Orders were indama- Seft. 3. 
ged, refolving to proteeft thofe the Doiftrine of whom he had received. He died 
on the twenty fourth day of February after he had reigned fix and fifty years. 

Then dyes. in the one an d twentieth year after the receiving of the Chriftian Faith tne year 

613 of our Lord DCXIH, as the prefent Copy of l Beda hath it but as the Saxon Da pc^ mb 

616 Tranflation of King Alfred about the year DCXVI, it being placed by the Fafti ^ ^ 

above mentioned, in the year following, which was the feventh ofHeracliusthoJ^^ 
Emperour, and the firft year of Boniface the Fifth, the Roman Bilhop, in toe p ' ncejl 
davs of Clothair King of the Franks. „ , , . „ ... .. . . . , . FP«n «j»h- 

, V To Ethelbtrt fucceeded Edbald or Eadbald his Son, unlike him both in his rnep rren- 
Difpofition and Succefs. He calf off the Chriftian Yoke and mceftuoufly pohu- nypie n c, 
ted himfelf by the Marriage of his Father’s Wife, which was followed by a de-&c. 
fedlion of thofe People which lately had obeyed his Father. Yet by means of in g H ift. L ib.2i 
Laurentius the Succelfour of Auguftine in the See of Canterbury, he 
to the Faith, and left the Bed of his Step-Mother, but never could reduce thofe 
Nations which had fain olF, not being able to prevail with the Citizens of ^on- GeJlj ^ , 
don to receive back Mellitus their Bilhop, whom out of am HeathenUhRage they Anghrum. u. 
had expelled. He was forced therefore to be content with his Kingdom ot Kent, 
and never could recover that height of Power from which he was fain. He 
Then Enm- reigned, according to William ofMolmshury, four and twenty 
bm. then, or is as fome Copies, fucceeded by Ercombert his Son begotten of Emm 

Daughter to the King of the Franks, who reigned the fame number of years, and 
with better fortune: being famous for his Religion towards God, and his good- 
nefs towards his Countrey. He is indeed much commended upon the account 
of Religion, the Reformation whereof he much perfected, as we Ihall iliew in its 
proper place. He Married Senburg the Daughter of Huna King of the Eaft An¬ 
gles, and having governed with great Commendation (though by fome he is no¬ 
ted to have fraudulently ufurped upon his Brother Ejmenred whofe Right was 
precedent to the Crown) four and twenty years and fome odd Months then le t 
this World and his Kingdom to Egbert his Son, his death being ulhered m with 
After him Eg- an Eclipfe of the Sun on the third of May, anda grievous Peftilence. Egbert ‘ ei- 
^ ther caufed to be flain, or winked at the Murther of his Uncle s two Sons Elbert 
and Egelbright, and being not famous for any thing done (onely infamous for 
doing or fmfering this) died after he had held the Royal Seat nine years. He 
Next Lothair. being dead, Lotharius his Brother feized on the Kingdom though he left a Son 
called Edrick, with ill luck as it happened. For Edrtck for eleven years toge¬ 
ther would never fufier him to take any reft, but perpetually vexed mm with 
Stirs, Infurredions, and Battels upon his own account, in one of ' vh \ c “, jL "r; 
rius received his Deaths Woundfor being pierced with a Dart he died as me 
Wound was dreffing. Both he and his Brother were cut off after a fhort conti¬ 
nuance, as fome obferved, for their Ufurpation, Injuftice and Cmefty. lor 
Egbert as we laid procured the innocent Sons of his Uncle to be murther . 

Arid Lothair is taxed for abufing and deriding the Martyrs, (fo they are termed; 
though he repented of the deed, and in way of fatisfa&ion, granted to their 
Mother, part of the Ifle of Thanet, whereon to build a Monaftery. 
rJ , n 8. Lothair being removed out of the World in that manner, Edrick then 
fotwhoL enjoyed the Power* but onely a fhort time, for before two years were weft at 
deprived of an end he was both fpoiled of his Life and Kingdom, and left his Goun r y 
^ an h d v K ^-pofed to the Luft and Tyranny of his Enemies. Thefe were Cadwatta King of the 
waiu King of* Weft Saxons , and MiUo his Brother, who finding the Kentijh Affairs all in a - clronol. Sax- 
thew asax- non and out of order, refolved to take the opportunity offered of evading it: on ad An 
ons ‘ But he found not the People fo unprepared as he imagined, for they madea very glxxgi^ 

ftout refiftence, and after their Houfes had been burned, and their Coun y ' ‘ a |j a - 
populated, gave them Battel with great Indignation. They had the better ot Ce nt: -] 
them, and forcing Cadwalla to run for his Life, drove up his Brother MtUo m- plshB rop . 
to a little Cottage wherein fhutting up himfelf, and not daring to break tnrougn, hepseton. 
fire thev fet to the Cottage, and therein burnt him alive. This did very much 
provoke Cadwalla, who, as appears from the Chronology or Saxon Annals, ei¬ 
ther ftaid in Kent well onward of two years, or elfe invaded it two years toge¬ 
ther, and the later of them twice, to which they add, that he wafted not onely 
Kent, but the lfle of Wight too, which was under the Jurifduftion ot the King¬ 
dom of the South Saxons. To revenge his Brothers death-he raged with all man¬ 
ner of Depopulations and Cruelties againft them, and fo defperate was the con¬ 
dition of Kent, that for fix years it had no King except it were Fore iS^^haj: 
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intruded. In the leventh year Withred the Son of Egbert having by his great 
pains and induftry taken oft the Envy and Prejudice which lay upon himfelf and 
Family, and by Money bought off the publick Enemy, obtained to be King, 
and much ingratiated himfelf with his Subjects, who conceived extraordinary 
hopes of him. At home in his own Houfe he Ihewed all manner of refpe<St and 
civility to his People, Religion he every way countenanced and promoted. Abroad 
he was famous for having inlarged the extent of his Dominions, and after three 
and thirty years continuance in his Government, dying full of Age and Ho¬ 
nour, left three Sons behind him as his Heirs in due time and place, if need 
Ihould fo require ; the greateft felicity which ufually is accounted can happen 
to Mortals. 

9. Of thefe his three Sons Edlert the eldeft lucceeded him, of whom nothing 
ill is recorded, though nothing good. After he had reigned twenty and three 
years he gave way to his Second Brother Edillert , who reigned other eleven, 
his Reign being onely unfortunate in rthe accidental burning of the City. He 
dying after thefe eleven years, Alrick the youngeft Brother took his place, and 
held it for four and thirty, the luftre of his Reign, as Iris Brother’s by the fire, 
being much obfeured by an unfortunate Battel, which he fought againft the Mer¬ 
cians. So faith Malmslury , if any ill Accident happen, it ihall be fure to be 
mentioned, but if any good luck or accident, it will be forgotten in Chronicles, 
whether fo it be done on purpofe and by defign, or it fo falls out through the 
badnels of our Nature, through which it comes to .pafs that the memory of 
good things quickly is obliterated, but any thing that caufeth fmart and forrow 
is never forgotten. But though this may be true as to matters that happened a- 
mong themfelves, yet the Monk’s Obfervation is much amiis in reference to the 
Wars betwixt them and the Britains , their Annal talking aloud of their 
Vi&ories, but wholly filent as to their Defeats. But in thefe three Brothers the 
Royal Kentijb flock quite withered, the generous bloud was extindl, faith our 
Authour, and every impudent Fellow, whofe bold Tongue had procured him 
Wealth, or Fatftion and Turbulency had rendred formidable, would afpire af¬ 
ter Tyranny, and dare to afliune the Royal Diadem. Of thefe Edillert or Pren 
having governed the Kentijh men two years, to fhew himfelf a King indeed would 
attempt greater things againft the Mercians than he was able to perform, and 
being taken Prifoner by them was kept in cuftody, whence not long after he was 
yet difmifled by them, but could obtain no entertainment from his late Sub- 
jedts, and to what end he came is utterly uncertain. After him one of the fame 
Fadtion lucceeded to his pitifull condition, and was King onely in Name for 
eight years more. The laft of all was Baldrede, whom Malmslury calls an 
Abortive Brat of the Royal Dignity, who after he had rather befieged than go¬ 
verned Kent, for other eighteen years was by Egbert the King of the Weft. Saxons 
driven into Banifhment. So this Kingdom of Kent, which from the year 
CCCCXLIX had flood for the fpace of CCCLXXIV years became fubjedi to 
another Jurifdidtion. So writes William of Malmslury. The end of the King¬ 
dom of Kent is noted in the Fafli to have fain out in the twenty fourth year of the 
Reign of Eglert, the third year of the Reign of Michael Traulus Emperour 
in the Eaft. The tenth of Ludovicus Pius who bore that Title in the Weft 
A. D. DCCCXXIH. 
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S E C T. IV. 

the Kingdom of the South Saxons in Sttffex. From the 
founding of it by Aella to the Ruine thereof. 


j / » a h E next Kingdom that was founded by thefe New Planters in Britain, Se£t. 4, 

8 was that of the South Saxons in Suffex by Aella, who as we have al- 
ready faid with his three Sons landed in that Countrey, and for federal years 
fought with various fiiccefs againft the Britains. The place where he firlt landed 
is by the Saxon Annals called Cyrnenes ora, and Camlden tells us, that near to 
the Haven of Chichejler is a place called Witering, where, as the Monuments of 
the Church teftifie, ^Ella the firft founder of the Kingdom of Suffex arrived. 

How he and his Sons cunningly drove off the Britains, who flocked to him at 
his landing, we have already faid, and ftill inlarged their Bounds, till Uine yens 
after their Arrival, when another Battel was fought at a place called Merix desbur- 
nanftede j where, though the Vidlory is laid to have been doubtfuU, and the 
Saxon Annals are very unwilling to let him go out of the Field but with flying 
Colours ; yet that his Victory was none, or fuch as did much weaken him, appears 
in this that he font for new Supplies out of Saxony. Whereas he is laid in his firft 
Ingagement with the Britains, to have beaten them mto a Wood called Andre- 
de(leave: by the Annals the Reader muft know that this Countrey in old times 
The countrey was hardly palTable by reafon of Woods. For the Wood Andradfrvald, 
very full of Andredjleage, in the Britijh Language Co id Andred , having its Name from Ande- /#awi ^ ^ 
XVood ' rida, the City next adjoyning, took up in this Quarter an hundred and twenty hucWaidm 
Miles in length and thirty in breadth. Of this vaft Wood are (or lately ^ 

Remnants toward the Weft, the Foreft of ArundeU, St h Leonards Foreft, Wor mcn un j e j }0B 
Foreft, EaJIGrenfled, AJkdoivn Foreft, and Waterdown Foreft. dhnanavh 

women ; cum 
alii Weldcn, 

alii Wyldeni fedfalso vocitent■ Nam Anglo Soxones Sjlvam Walden ut nuncGcnnani, Walden verb flanitiem five arbmbus 
appellitabanc, utin mminibus Coneftvalden (3 Bothewolde apparet. Hxc Lhitydur f. 13 . 0. 


mu Kina of *ALlla found it feems fo much oppofition' and was-fo long in fubduing fuch 
the sml an Extent of Ground as would brace the Title of a Kingdom, that feme Fourteen 
Saxons. years he ftaid without the Tide of King, which at laft he took by the 

Name of King of the South Saxons, in the fourth year of EJc King of Kent, - 
firft of Anajtajius the Emperour, A. D. CCCCXCI. Th the third year after 
the death Hengtfl, Huntingdon tells us, that new and great Supplies cameTo him 
out of his own Countrey, with which he went and befieged a moll ftrong City 
called Andredejwajler, fuppofed to be that now called Neioenden in Kent, in La¬ 
tin Anderida, as in the Notitia of the Provinces, and m BntiJh Caer Andred, be* 
ing that we now find to have given Name to the Wood of Andredejleage. For 
the conftant Tradition of the Inhabitants teflifies it to have been an old Town 
and Haven, whereof they ftill fliew the Plot. Then is it -fituate b y the Wood 
Andredefivald, that took the Name from it, being feparated. from Safe* but* by 
the River Rot her. And laftly beeaufe the Englijh Saxons feem to have termed it Cambden in 
Britten den, (as they alfo called Segontium an ancient Town of the ? r ant, °' 

the Vale of the Britains, whence the whole Hundred adjoyning is named Selbrtt- 
tenden. The Romans to defend this Coaft againft the Saxon Rovers, placed' here 
the Band and Captain of the Abulci. Hengiftzftev his Arrival being refolved to 
drive the Britains quite out of Kent, and thinking it would much quicken his 
work to increafe his Numbers by new Supplies out of his own CoUntrey, lent 
for this *A£lla out of Germany with a ftrong power of Englijh Saxons, and while 
he gave a violent AfTault to this Town Anderida, the Britains out of the ad¬ 
joyning Wood where they lay in Ambulh, fo fiercely fell upon him, that at 
lengthf after rnueh lofs on bothfides, when he had divided 1 his Army and Tout- 
ed the Britains in the Wood, and at the.fame time forced the Town by Aflault, 

T a “is 



Befiegej An- 
dred'fcefier. 


Which is ta¬ 
ken and raced. 


Ciffa fucceeds 
him. 
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“ l 11S . b , ai J aroUS h£ ? r V Vas f° inflamed with defire of revenge, that he put all the 
Inhabitants to the Sword, and levelled the Town with the very ground. The 

SrA in A thUS def0l f e Wa r S fliewn <> faith H ™y of ^idonf to thofe 
Mnnnr^? by / m * any i^ g S T dl the Friars Carmelites newly come from 

^ oly , Land > who fou S ht for fu ch folitary places, built 
them here a httle Priory mtheume of King Edward the Firft, at the Charges of 
ft ,^% e C- Kni§1 *?’ and P r efently alter there rofe up a Village, which in 
Tnwn ° ih* vl Xu demoI, fl] ed J. began to be called Newenden, or the New 
Town in the Vale. Thus Cambden m his Chorography of Kent. 

fJ'Jdii ^b^heipeaks all in one courfe of Speech of Hengifl his fending 

lwr^ l A A an r d lus k y in § Sie S e to th is Town, is to be un¬ 

derwood with that ddlmdhon of time we have lately mentioned, not that after 
Ins coming he fet prefently upon it, as the uninterrupted courfe of words 
would feem to intimate ; for that it was after the Auxiliaries came to him, 
yea T ^-Wer HengiJFs death, Huntingdon plainly affirms, 
Si.SSwT tTr S i d ° COn ?, r ?- ^he laid Writer tells the Story with fom<U 
v-arcumltances, but.fuch as well fuit with a People unwilling to be turned out 0 f£? ccxc > 
their ancient PolTdfions, to be utterly ruined. He tells us the Britains upon S* 1 * 

coming flocked to the place like Bees • by Day they overmatched P rra yi ?' 
the Befiegers by Wiles and lying in wait, by Night with^Onfets • there wasJST^' 
Sw D n y t Z therein fome forrowfull MefTage did not afflitf thecepcep, 

5 ut PY each . lofs they were but the more provoked; and the City tmloron 
they plied with continual Allarms and frefh Attacks ; though the Britains v^g 
nA, i U fl P ° n their ® acl “» and gored them with their conftant Showres of ?a V nnc 
Darts and Arrows. The Pagans therefore were conllrained to intermit their eap?e 6 t n > 
w ork at the Siege, and retire back upon them, who then being more nim- SL/A* 
ble of Body than their Enemy, betook themfelves into the W<x>ds, and as lo£ an*' 

Bv thSTeanfrf ^ Gy, Mad not tofaUupon their Rere.Bpvt co 

By this means were the Befiegers tired with their work, and great Slaughters Iare. 

Z e Zt °l, tbcm ‘ **? w as ; he y divided 

dies, that while one plied the Siege the other might divert and keep the 
other ^Wm aftioir. Hereby they did their work vigoroufly in both pla¬ 
ces, no interruption being given, but each Party folely ^tending what it was 
abo Ur , till the poor Befieged being weak with hungir, andTom vblently 
tlian ever charged, could not endure another fhock, were with their Wives 

a StL C J M r “? P f tiful A butchered > infomuch Aot one efcaped And X 
Strangers becaufe they had received fo much lofs, would not fuffer the Town 
,a Monument of their difgrace to fland, but fo deftroyed it, that it was ne¬ 
ver after rebudded : Onely the place of a moft noble City is fhewed to fuch 

mnfffnr^JA the Ar £ d xXS n A who calls this Town a 

molt fortified City, a moll Noble City, though the Tranflatour of the Chro¬ 
nology or Saxon Annals hath interpolated the word Vrbeculam, for which he 
had no ground m the Text. 

4. By the violence andSeverity in this place ufed by «£//*, we may conclude 
the Britains, who’it feems, notwith- 
ters d im ex \ deavour £° P hept fome footing Hill in thefe Quar- 

nf thZ l tnh *? IS dea - lL J hls evidences that they were not eafily beaten out 
lnh f ltances > ™r fheepifhly quitted their Countrey, though perpetual 
f®u ery ex . ha “ ftin S of the P^ces from whence they came, at length 
and d h n m: i A?d pity 11 k we have fo 11x1311 intelligence of fo great 

withTAp S -w Re , v . outlon \ But > to return to ^lla, as he began his Reign 
^ jh terrible a blow to the Britains , fo he followed on the courfe of valour 
Cnm V ™nd y luf 1 — Cefs5 that as Beda teftifies he had under his Power and Lib.z.e . s . 
Command all the Dominions of the Englijb Saxons , being the firll of thefe 
leven Kings he mentions who extended their Authority over all the Southern 
{£ t ie !f Provl ^ es > winch was limited by the River Humber and 
the places adjacent. He Reigned twenty four years as the Fajii have it, or 
Xn 7 / eVen X wrt tes Henry of Huntingdon, and was then fucceeded by his 
Son Cttfa, or SciJTa as fome call him, who being mentioned the laft of his 
“ r f , 6 ° ns 1 . whlch « ov 5 with him, it feems was the onely one that 
lucceeded him, or olfe for his Courage and Prowefs was appointed his Suc- 
ceuour, being mdeed ftill named with him by the Annals in any great or 
dangerous undertaking. After his Fathers death there is little memorable of 
lum, but that from lum a little Village or Hill, called Cisburj in Sufex, took 

it’s 
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it’s Name, where there is a Fort compafied about with a Bank rudely call Sect. 4 . 
up, wherewith the Inhabitants are perfuaded that Ccefar entrenched and for- 
tified his Camp ; but the Name of the place fuificiently teftifies it was the 
„ . ... work of this Ciffa - and that he built the City Chiche(ter , which though in 
XS?«-. S Latin it be called Ciiejlria, and in Britijk Caercei , in Saxon is read Cirranceaj-tep 
or the City of Ciffa. It lies in a Nook of Suffex in a Champion Countreyr 
Yet before the Conqueft it was of fmall or no Name, known onely by a 
Monaftery of St. Peter , and a fmall Nunnery. But in the Reign of William 
the Fir ft, as witnefteth Dooms-day Book in the Exchequer, there were in it one 
hundred Hagesj it was in the hand of Earl Roger of Montgomery, there be¬ 
ing in it threefcore Hages or Manfion Houfes more than there were before. 

Fifteen Pounds it paid to the King, and Ten to the Earl. But afterwards a vide Cambde- 
Decree being palled in the days of the faid King, that the Sees of Bilhops numinSuffex. 
fliould be removed out of fmall Towns to Places of greater Note and Refort, 
it was honoured with the Refidence of the Bifhop of the Diocefe, which 
formerly was at Selfey, and by this and other helps began to rife to fome de¬ 
gree of eminency, which had been greater but that the Haven is bad, and 
fomewhat at too great a diftance. 

y. After Ciffa Reigned fome of his Poftcrity, but through the Viciffitude 
of Humane Affairs, or fome defedt in him or them, loft quite that Power and 
Reputation, to which <^Ba their Predeceflour and Founder of the Kmgdom 
had arrived. By degrees their Dominions leflened, and after the Reigns of 
feveral inglorious Perfons, few of whole Names are now extant, they be¬ 
came a Prey to their Neighbour Kings, and were for the moft part either 
fubjedt to thofe of Kent, or of the Wed Saxons.. Indeed the fecond King that 
after ^lla had Dominion over all the other Englijb Saxons , as far as Hum¬ 
ber, was Ceaulin King of the Weft Saxons , by whofe greatnefs and Neighbour¬ 
hood it’s more than probable that the Fortune of thefe South Saxons was cur¬ 
bed and much abated. Then when the fortune of Ceaulin abated, grew 
Ethelbert the Kentijb King, and their Neighbour on the other fide, to that 
great Power whereof we have fpoken, that Beda makes him the third, 
whole Arms and Authority extended as lar as to Humber. By this means veifama ob- 
lying betwixt fuch potent Neighbours, the Kingdom of Suffex lo dwindled,^* 
that after Ciffa fcarcely is any of their Kings mentioned, except Adelwoldjff^^^ 
whole memory continues upon this Account, becaufe he was the firft King jureadbuc m- 
that imbraced the Chriftian Religion. After him Brentius is mentioned 
St th !i And Aldwin was the laft, whom Ina King of the Weft Saxons defpoyled both lomJcbrijH 
privedof Life of his Life and Kingdom. For after the decay of Ethelbert’s greatnefs, and *&<*,*. Hen. 
and Kingdom that his Son had made Shipwreck of that great Power he had, and could 
of hardly defend what Hengijl left them; this Kingdom of the Well Saxons got gj,- autem ' 

Saxons. ground, and though it received fome Checks and Rebukes, at length prevailed "S&y 
over all the reft, as in due time and place will be difeovered. ”/,* Ada- 

aalch. 
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SECT. V. 


T 'be Kingdom of the Eafi Saxons in Eflex, Middlefex, 
and part of Hertfordfhire. From the founding of it 
by Erkenwin, to the conquering of it by Egbert King of 
the Wefi Saxons. 


The Space of Three Hundred and One Tears. 


i/ pHE next Kingdom in order after that of the South Saxons, was the other 
X of the Weft Saxons ; but, forafmuch as this fwallowed up all the reft at 
length, though weaflign it here its place, it’s moft convenient in the la ft place to 
fpeak of it. The next after it was the petty Kingdom of the Eaft Saxons , in Eflex, 

Middlefex , and part of Hertfordfhire. It was begun by Erkenwin , in thefixteenth 
Year of Otho King of Kent, the firft year of Juftinian theEmperour, the Conful- 
fhip of Mavorfius, and the year of Our Lord DXXVil. This Erkenwin was the 
Son of Offa, he of Biedcan , he of Sigewolfe, Sigewolfe of Spoewz, he of Gefac, 

Gefac of Andefc , and Andefc of Saxnat. After Erkenwin fucceeded his Son Slede 
according to Huntingdon , who by the Monk of Malmesbury , Is made the firft of 
thefe Eaft Saxon Kings, and the tenth from Woden. He married Ricula the Daugh¬ 
ter of Ermerick King of Kent, and Sifter to Ethellert , by which Lady he had a 
Son named Selert. Tlii sSebert firft received the Chriftian Faith at the preaching 
of Mellitus, and Iris Monument they lliew to Paflengers in St. Peter’s Church at 
Weflminfter. He dying, his two Sons Sextus and Seward (Beda faith he left three} 
being always Pagans in their Hearts, banifked Mellitus from his Cure, but not 
long after ingaging with the Geniffl, or the Weft Saxons in Battel, they and all 
their Men were, cut off! Sigbert firnamed the Little, the Son of Seward , fuccee¬ 
ded them;: and dying, left the Kingdom to Sigebert the Son of Sigtbald , who was 
Brother to Sebert. This Sigebert being in amity with, and often ufing to vifit 
Ofrei King of Northumberland, was perfuadedto relinquifh his Idols and be bapti¬ 
zed, which done, he caufed the Chriftian Religion to be reftored in his King¬ 
dom. 

a. Having imbraced Chriftian Religion, he was murthered by two of hisRinf- 
men (two Brothers,) for obeying the Chriftian Dodtrine,which bids us pafsby In- vide Bed*n 
juries,and forgive our Enemies,they which confefiedhadangred and provoked them *» Ec- 
to commit the Fa6I. After him reigned Swidhelm, the Son of^c^/^/,(aid by Malmef- c d- ‘ • 3 ff - 22 - 
bury to have been his Brother, whoalfo was baptized by Bifhop Ledda. He being 
dead ,Sigher the Son of Sigebert, firnamed the Little,and Sebba the Son of Seward,held 
the Kingdom jointly together. Sigher died firft,and left Sebba foie King,who reigned ai. Scbli. 
thirty ) ears, and at his death took the Habit of Religion upon lnm. He left: 
two Sons, Sighard (who by Beda it lhould feem was a Monk} and Snejrede, both Bedal.s.c.u. 
who fuccecd" him, though how long they reigned, or what they did we are ig- namjilbitb 
norant. They both being dead, Ojfa the Son of Sigher, a young man of a plea- 
lant Countenance, fprightly wit, in the flower of his Age, and extraordinarily be- gfe, ejufdem 
lieved by the People, for feme time governed this Kingdom; but as Beda writes, a f itJ ™y'ff >0 ui 
left "his Wiffe, his Lands, Kindred and Countrey, and goingto Rome, there lived and 
died in Monaftical life; Malmesbury faith, that by the Counfel and Advice of franc Snefredo 
Kinefwitha, Daughter of King Penda, whom he had lought in Marriage, ‘being 
taught to breathe after Celeiiial loves, he went to Rome with Kenede, King of 
the Mercians, and blellcd Egwin, Bifliop of the Wictii, and there being fliavc-n, at 
his time palled to the heavenly Kingdom. To him fucceeded Selrede Son of Si- 
gebei f, firnamed the Good, and reigned thirty eight years. He being {lain, one 
Swithede reigned over the Eaft Saxons, and in the fame year that Egbert , King of 

the 
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■ the Weft Ssxms conquered the Kingdom of Kent was by liimalfo driven away Se£t6. 

and outed of his Royalty. Yet -was London, and the parts about it, fubjedfc to 
the Kings of the Mtrciatts fo long as they continued. But filch end had this petty 
Kingdom of the Eaft to.xi.which moft commonly was under command either of 
the ^Mercians or Weft Saxons, in the feme year that the Kenttjh ^Kingdom was fub- 
dued as writes the Monk of Malmesbury, hut Maft' continue it four years longer 
and make it to be united to that of the Weft Saxons in the year of our laird 
DCCCXXVin. fo that according to this account it muft havecontmued (m this 
mean condition} the fpace of three hundred and one years. Of the extent of the 
Reigns of the Kings there’s little certainty, as alfo of thofe of the Kingdom of the 
Eaft Angles, therefore it is that no certain years can be afligned. 


SECT. VI. 

The Kingdom of the Northumbrian Angles in Britain. 

From the Founding of it by Ida to the Conquering of it 
by Egbert King of the Wefi Saxons. 

The fpace of Two Hundred Eighty One years. 

t v h E Kingdom of the Northumbrians was founded by Ida , in the one 
‘ I and twentieth year of the Emperour Juflhtian, in the days of Chtldebert 
King of the Franks, the fixteenth of Ermerick King of Kent, and the thirteenth of 
Kenrich King of the Weft Saxons, A.D.DXLVII. His Anceftours are thus recko¬ 
ned Eope XpxCoppe) Efc (or Efe) Ingum, Angenwit, Alock, Beonock , Brand, 

Beldet, Woden, Fredlelaf, Fredeulf, Fin, Godnulf, Heata. . 

x ft muft be remembred that Hengtfl after he had fixed his footing m Kent, 
fentto Otha his Brother and Ebufa his Son, Men" of tried experience m military 
matters, under afpecious pretence ofrepelling thence theP/tfr and Scots, to feize 
upon the Northern parts of Britain. They being there arrived, atlength with 
much labour and travel performed that for which they werefent; for very often 
ingaging with the Britains in Battel, atlength they brought them under, and for¬ 
ced them quietly to fubmit unto their yoke. But if thefe two were Qtla and Eofa 
the Somand Brother (for fo it ought to be,and not the Brother and Son as we reade 
it in Malmesbury) of Hengtfl, of whomGeoffrey of Monmouth writes, that at filch 
time as Ambrofe took and flew Hengtfl at ConingsbourgF tout themfelves up in 
the Cities of Fork and Dmbritton , others tell other Tales concerning them- 
Geoffrey writes that after they hadfurrendred themfelves, Ambrofe granted .to them Ad An. 490. 
part of the Countrey lying near to Scotland. Matthew of Weflminfter, from thofe 
Britifh Writers, faith, that Ambrofe having laid fiege to Jork, being of opi¬ 
nion that he could not hold the place againft fuch ^multitude, took advice with 
thofe that were with him, ;and with the Nobility that accompanied liun, came 
out of the Town and fpake to this purpofe. My Gods are overcome, and I am 
content that thy God reign who compells fo many Noblemen to come to thee. Take us, 
and if thou wilt flew no mercy, bind us and ufe us as thou wilt , for we are willing and 
ready. With thefe words Ambrofe was moved,to pity, and.fhewed,himfelfjmerci- 
full to them : And by this pattern Eofasmd the reft were inoved to come nn-and 
fubmitted to Ambrofe, who gave.tliem a Countrey near to Scotland, and^ made a 
League of Eriendfhip with them. Though he tells us of. this Countrey beftowed 
upon them here, yet in another place, and nineteen years after, he-tells us ano¬ 
ther ftory,. that their Keepers being corrupted, let them: out bfPrifon, wherethey 1 pi emi ^ Am 
had led aimiferable fife, and fled with diem into Germany, whence with -a great 509. 

Fleet they, returned, to the deftrudtion of Britain. Hereupon his Zither Pendragon 
committed the Army of Britain to one Loth, a Confiil and a- moft valent'Man. 

But though lie often gave Battel to thefe Strangers, inftead of driving them out, 
they got grotfnckof him; for the Britains would: not obey him. - 
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Scdt. 6. 3 * -After this Zfther Bendragon falling Tick, thefe Rovers ranged about the Ifland 

v^~V-w and made havock of all things without controll. This exceedingly provoked the 
King, who grieving that Church arid State fhould thus goe to mine, lent for the 
Nobles, and accufmg them of pride and idlenefs, vowed he would iead them a- 
gainft the Enemy though in that condition wherein he then lay. He caufed a 
Litter to be provided, and marched with the Army towards Verulam , where the 
curled Saxons at that time lay. Otla and Eofa having word brought of the ap¬ 
proach of the Britains, and how their King was carried in a Litter, they difdained 
to go out and fight him becaufe he came in fuch a pofture; they betook them¬ 
felves into the City, and out of lcorn left the Gates wide open. Zither prefently 
caufed tiie Town to be befieged and the Walls battered, by which entring, his 
Men made great flaughter of the Saxons till they unbethought themfelves. In 
the Morning they came out in order of a Battel, challenging the Britains to fight, 
who courageoufly grappled with them, and many fell on both Tides, but after 
much contention and bloudlhed the Vuftory fell to the King of the Britains , and 
they tliat feorned him in his Litter, found his Orders and Commands fo effectual 
and deadly that there they two loft their Lives, and when they were dead, their 
Men fairly betook them to their Heels. With this Victory the King was lb over¬ 
joyed (and well he might) that whereas before he was not able to ftir Hand or 
Foot he could now rife with a very little help, and was in a manner recovered. 

This Story fuits not very well with what Malmesbury and others write, that fo 
good an account was given of their pains in fubduing the Northern Parts of Bri¬ 
tain ; But whether this end befell them, or that the Britains were forced to quit 
to them that Countrey near Scotland , which feems to be inwrapped in the Story 
of Ambrojius r, their endeavours, or the labours of their followers at length efledted 
what they intended, at leaft in a good meafure. 

4 . For, the Captains of the Saxons in thefe Countries ftill more prevailed a- 
gainft the Natives, yet notwithftanding would they not doe any injury to the 
Name of Kings by alluming that Title, but ftill devolved the power in the lame 
form of Mediocrity, faith Malmeslury , upon their Succeftours ; and in this kind 
of eftablifhment they continued for an hundred years lacking one, fatisfying 
themfelves with the common name of Captains or Dukes, and truckling under 
the patronage and command of the Kentijh Kings. But no longer would Ambiti¬ 
on beftinted ; either for that humane nature ever inclines to the worft, or for 
T , . that tills Nation naturally was high and lofty. Therefore in the year of our Lord 

King DXLVII and LX after the death of Hengift, the Dukedom was changed into a 

Kingdom, to which Ida was firft promoted j a Perlon doubtlefs of moft noble 
extradbion, and in the flower of his age and ftrength,* but whether he invaded the 
Sovereignty, or by the confent of others came to the Government I determine 
not, faith the Monk, becaufe the truth it felf is obfcure. But it’s certain that his 
His diarader. Defcent was high and very ancient, and that by his unfpotted Life and excellent 
Morals he added much to the luftreof his Birth. In War he was unconquerable, 
yet at home tempered his Royal feverity with an uncounterfeited mildnefs and fe- 
renity of mind. I could (fo he proceeds) in this place fet down the lineal de¬ 
fcent both of him and others, but I am unwilling by the harfh found of barbarous 
words to difguft the Reader. But thus much I fhall note, that whereas Woden 
had three Sons, Weldeg, Withleg and Beldeg., from the firft the Kings of Kent de¬ 
rived their Pedegree, from the lecond the Kings of the Mercians , and from the 
third the Kings of the Weft Saxons and the Northumbrians , befides two which we 
lhali name hereafter. So this Ida , as I abfolutely find, being the ninth from Bel- 
deg, and the tenth from Woden, continued fourteen years King of die Northum¬ 
brians. 

y. Thus much William of Malmesbury concerning Ida , by which we may ob- 
ferve the .incertainty of the Pedigree derived from this Woden , for whereas he will 
have him but to have had three Sons, the Continuatour of Florentius Wigornienjis _ ^ & 
mentions leven , from whom he draws the Genealogies of our Englijh Saxon di£ Franco- 
Kings, which the Reader may thereconfult if he think it worth his while to at -/""* MDCL 
tend to thefe incertainties. And whereas he writes uncertainly concerning hisad- jXuLFhri- 
vancement, the Archdeacon of Huntingdon delivers it for a truth, that he was legum \onti- 
chofen to this Dignity by confent of the great ones. He reigned with great com- 
mendations for the Vertues lately mentioned, and for his courage and diligence, >& ° m 
He build* Be - tw elve years, and built a Town called Bebanburgb, which firft he fenced with a 
banburgb. Pallifado, and afterward with a Wall. From Beda, it fhould feem, • that he called /, 3 . e . <5. 

itfo from his Wife, for he writes that it had its name from one Queen Bella. 

It 
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but finall, containing the fpa t manner; on the afferit of an H>11. It 

trance raifed with ftanrs, We n- ward onthe top there was a well fet out with 
had a very fair Church, and ^ the Eye . At this day 

marvellous Art, ftveet to theT » p d E ig and large, that it may feem 

it iscotmtedaCaftferattettai Buffs \Vholurked 

to matchwithfomeCittes. In t an de6 * ed b th e Civil Wars by Brfy a 

in it, and at length elcaped. it Lanca (ler, and fince that has been almoft 
Normany who feded with the H ^ umedl a ll things, and by the Winds which 

quite ruined, partly by time wh Sando f t he Sea into tlleFortrefs. To it ad- 

have driven an incredible deal ot band or me ^ 

joyneth Humildon where was bom J ^ » 5 d in llis Mari’s abferice buried 

ing hence faid to have been twice ^ead, ^ona? bune k ^ Etberick , 6f- 

X Ida by his Wife had fi* Oga,Alrick, Eccha , 0/- 

mer and theofredt, and by h Britain (Matthew Florilegus tells us) 

baldy Segor and Segother, aU who Flemsburgy fo that according to him, 

with forty Ships, and ^ c any of tS Captains that Governed Nor- 

this Ida muft not have beentl ^ ^ ere ft ra nger chofen for his Merit. The 

The Kingdom thumlerland before it had a K g , f he Kingdom of the Northum- 

divided into fame Matthew writes, that after * next to England, and onthisfede the 
JSJ - btians was divided into two, ^ the Inhabitants thereof 

tema '- River tine, as wchave already laid was ^ ndenlrough Frith had 
Deiri , and the other lying bey Bernicii In Deira, or the hithermoft 

the name of Bemicia, as the Ini f ame h oc k originally , but in a 

Province, *AZlld fiicceeded, the ^ Bemicia fucceedcd Adda the Son of * Stcmwacjti 

* feverai Line J f ^ d J d fc ven years, being as little memorable as moft of thofe « 

Ida , where he Reignea leven > , & - dflrious Man and by his great ,^*1* 

Princes that came after lnm. v er> ina > was^«- 


Ethelrick ^ e d S °J 0 ^ d ’ 0 m V but therein continued not long dying when he^«^_ 
gray, obtained the King ’ -r- . i e p r i nC e and who would abfolutely hatc sapugdus, 

had Reigned but five years a m t [ ie em incncy of his Son Etkelfrid 

sSto. i»° vcr brah dic 

^^oncedead, ^frU 

fs •*“ ns both his Birthright and his Pains ^ \ZhRMd, King of 

EaJmn the Son": as he was to be reftored. The lame h u,bphrM# 

theEaft Angles, ““^Daughter of -OU, andby 

Authonr tells us, that •fth'tfnd WanM Aa » 0/ „ jAi ofi and 

her had feven Sons, viz. Erfrrd, 0/ , n * d -AitbdfriJ, Itavmg 

Of,a ; to which Sons another adds a daughter named »^ ^ thcn A «n. m- 

obtained the Kingdom firft with earn f ^ prudently underrate, and 

Mean betwixt the Extremes, yet ever a^ed by z defire d Glo y & f am0 us Degcftis ^ 

who fight, nefs fufficient, faith the Scots, who envyig the profperity % m uc .T 

with Edu King m thofe Quarters wherein Eda trie ying Ficrhr was not without great 

of ^Ethdfrid, forced htaeven a^nft nnnd toFtgte, wgnor or 

danger of the Conquerour htmfdl, ^IndtSrySid Valoui- to hisBro- 

Brother of Ethelbert, out of defire to a PP ro 1 ^. h f. rn - foZowfull Victory, being 
ther, putting himfelf mto •. nOW femply talled C^er, is wit- 

Befieee, ^ ain with hiswhole Party. The City g ; > harboured a People full 

efitr. nefs, which being to this tune n ? ofl J? ed ^y j^ ch w h en he refolved to Befiege, 
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Who flying to 
Hedte.iid Kinj; 
of tlie E.ifc 


Arm)'. Oi th “iSibfe • I “ pra * , fc £ the fcocefeof thp 

a^i^StiSS-Si-ir 

Angles, to whom deploring his Zfentcon^nn u ^ ^ the Eallern 

- Prefently after, him arrived lie AwbalTadours 

to Le given up, or upon refufal, War was denounced “ requiring the Fugitive 
■ emwiiy moved -ever to break hit Faithgh'eiMroriie * 2 ^ b 3 ’teWfe 
an Army, and unexpectedly fell upon Etbelfrid who ad >’ 

flam,, while he manfully made refiftence anHfnl’dhi-? bfUte l y fur P rize d was 
Reiner the Son of Redlald before he t hlS j lfe at a dear rate, killing 


^uZZ^bT^aIZ ffiort o Sf* asl * 

one moft defirous of Glory, Vvho more Aan^ , 1 ^ T° v ^t'Prince, and to?/.,™, 
railed the Nations of the BrRaZ r« S,T? - , e ? aptains of the 
King of Ifrael, onely he was ignorant rf Wthe ™£Z?’ 

King ever fubdued more of their Countrev , §t ° n - For no Ca Ptain, no «>*«*« **. 

the Inhabitants, made them either be poffieffidb 

them. To him might that be applied whidithe Po/rLfh^ or , Tri L b , u ^y to c.U 
Son, fpake as to the Perfon of Patriarch when he blefled-Jhis 

hejkall devour the Frey and at \hht hr fh Wol f' m tbe mor ning Ge>u 49 - 27. 

iuccelies, King of’ the IX wh cKlt^ ^^ Heflce hi! 
a gain It him with a vail and {Irons Armv hnf S ?’ Lein S moved, came 
Jy with a few in hisCoSipl^ fed away one- 

Degsejhn or the jlone of Degl, almoft h * w£S? f lraous pIace V Y hlch ** called 
in this Fight Theodbald ( Malmslury hath itredbdd^V'^i m pi ? Ces ' And 
xvas flain, with all the Party of which he had ^ of Etbel f rid 

flnilhed by Etbelfrid, in the DCffl v«r f 1 C ? ndlia - Tins War was 
and of his Reign, which continued twenty 

m ho was then Emperour of the Romans. Neither from ll t f firft °[ Pbocas > 
very day, durllanyof the Scotifh Kines offer ftS? • a , forwa . rd to this 
So much Beda > concerning this War betwif t ^/SriJand^!/ 0 ” ° f 

flgmfles that the Scots which inhabited Shall J n . another P lac e thereof, he alfo 
mits, pradtifed nothing againft th~ Nation of rR 6 jr® / C ^ nt f nt Wld * ^leir own fl¬ 
uffier, as to the death of h J craft °r fraud. But 

irald challenged him to fight, and thWraf EriJr* 7 ?** dlat ***** 6 i 7 . 
ward of the River, which is called S ThenceIST** ° f tbe *** Eaft - 
very day in ufe, that the River Idle »,„<■* S faith he, came a Proverb at this 

adds, that Edlm had hvedin eSe wi Ihn /t ?* Bl ‘“ d °* tbe ^ 

placeof the Battel, it w^Ton”l“the £^^ y^rs. As for the 
Poreft of Shirwood runneth fnto die 7?/^ Rim>7 ^j/ wh *h fflringing in the 
And whereas Matthew the FlowerJther pShffift % 7 ^f t0 » ^ ^gbamjhire. 

>tes C which we know not how It fllSl Sr i?f r in ±e ^ ountre y of the 

*»««<**, 

ihrs 
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the Archdeacon of Huntingdon writes, it was on the Borders of the Mercians, which ScCt. 6 . 
fuits well witlithis place in tfotinghamjbire now mentioned. 

. . . v . 0 Etbelfrid being flain, Edwin came to the pofleffion of his Hopes and Wiihesj 

timn v'Z the two Kingdoms of the Driri and Rernicii, in the feventh year of Hera- 

ciius the Emperour, in the days of Clotbair the fecund King of the Franks, in 
the firft yearof King of Kent, A.D. DCXVII. Being of fufficierityears, 

and taught large Experience by his long Afflictions, he firft fetled his matters 
very wdl at home, and then began to look towards his Neighbours, all whom 
he compelled to truckle under him, and fo far extended his Power or Authority, 
that of thefe fevea Princes, which during the Heptarchy till the tune of Beda : 
commanded the Southern Parts from the River Humbeh, he is reckoned the fifth BtdaJlb , 2 . 
in order, being inthhrefpedt fuperiour to them all, as well as others hereafter to c.y& 9. 
be mentioned, that whereas Limits or bounds to their Power were fet by the 
River Humber , the Border of his Paternal-Dominions, and they never pierced in¬ 
to his Power, reached through the extent of their Territories. Beda, to explain 
what hefaid of the extent of his Power, affirms, that with greater might than 
any other before him, he ruled over aU the People which uihabited^ Britain as 
well Britains as Englijb, thefe of Kent excepted; he fubdued to the Command of 
Wfio adds to the Englijb Nation, the Mevanice Iflands of the Britains, which lye in the Sea 
hi, Dominion betwixt Britain and Ireland. Now whereas the prefent Copies of Rr^ reade it, 

‘he Mnmvi. tfwan'ue, Camden tells us, that Menav'us is the right reading, and that Beda calleth • 

** two lflartds by tint Name, whereof one he terms Menavia Prior, which is i^/Mor 

the Ifle of Anglejey, and the other Menavia fecunda, which is the fame with that 
called Mona by Ctefar, Monoeda by. Ptolemy ( that is as one would lay Moneithi, 
or the more remote Mona , to put a difference between it, and the other Mona, 
vi2. Anglejey ) by Pliny Monalia, and by Orofius Menavia, the fame which we 
call the Ijle of Man, being known to the Britains by the Name of Menow, and by 
that of Maning to the Inhabitants. As for what Beda writes of their fituation; 

Tie Situation betwixt Britain and Ireland, The firft Mona, or of thefe Menavia now called Dciis Bed* 
oftheifland Angle fey, fince it was conquered by the £«^,but anciently Mona by the Romans , _ 

* n l le fo- by th e Britains, Mon and Tir-Mon, or the Land of Mon, and TnisDowil, that is a 1 uaa dAji- 
/hadowed or dark Ijland; and by the ancient Englijb Saxons cpone S , lyeth over a -rumeft&M 
gainft the County of Gaernarvan (which took,Name of the chief Town therem, ffjjZ’pZ 
as the Town from thelfland ) being feparated from the Continent of Britain, ventu attju: 
but by a fmall narrow Strait, and on all parts elfe is beaten upon by thefurgin 
Of Man. and boiftrous Irijh Ocean. . As for the other, or the Ifle of Man, it is ftretched out i(ir j an jJ a _ 
juft in the Mid-level, as Giraldus Cambrenfis deferibes it between the Northern gintafamiH.u 
Coafts of Ireland and Britain, and about it, namely to whether of the Coun 
tries it ought of Right to appertain, there arofe no fmall controverfie amongft timationeni 
the Ancients, which was decided at length by this evidence, that it foftered ve- Angiorum, . 
nemous wormes carried thither for trial, whereupon by a common cenfure it \vas 
adjudged to belong to Britain. Y et do the Natives both in Language and Manners tmfpmum 
come nigheft to the Britains, yet fo as therewith they alfo favour of fomewhat tenet. 
derived from tliofe of Norwey. ' . 

10. But more of thefe Iflands upon farther occafion, let us farther mlarge up- 
bn what Beda faith in ffiort, concerning the Greatnefs and Power of King Edwin. 

The Monk of Malmesbury tells us, that the ftifF-necked Northumbrians having 
fubmitted themfelves, the fudden death of Redwald was added to the heap of his 
TheEaft An- felicity, F.or the People of Eaft England, during thetime of his Exile among them, 

Wwfwearobe- having had good experience of diligence and vigour, unanimoufly fwore obedi- 
dience to him. enceto w h 0 fuffered the Son of Redwald (as left he could not doe out of 
gratitude ) to enjoy the bare and empty Title of King, but he managed all things 
at his pleafure. At that time all the Hope and Help of the Englijb were in him, 
neither was there any Province in Britain, which obferved not his Orders; and 
were ready to obey him, but onely thofe that inhabited Kent. Them he fuffered to 
enjoy their freedom and repofebecaufe he had a great defire to marry with Ethelburga, 

And with e- the Sifter of Eaibald their King, which Lady having long beena Suitour to, at 
tbfbuTga ani he obtained, whereby the two Kingdoms became moft like, both as to 

and the neigh- Government, and the manners of the People. For upon this occafion by the 
bouring Pro- preaching of Paulus Edwin, after mature Deliberation, as we ihall ihew in its 
vmc« obey proper p lacej i m b r aced the ChriftianReUgion, and procured it to be received by 
his own Subjects. After this fo great Bleflings were heaped , upon nim, that not 
onely the Nations of Britain, as the Englijb Saxons, Pills and Scots, but the Iflands 
Qrcbades, and the other called Menavia, both feared his Arms, and adored his Pow- 
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Se<5t. 6. er * Then was there no publick Robber, no domeftick Thief, all fuch as laid wait 

.'✓VNi* for the violation of conjugal Modefty were removed afar off, the Invaider of a- 

nother Man’s Inheritance was not to be found, a thing extraordinary, as to his —; 
Commendation, and in our Age: His Empire was fo far propagated to this effedfr, 
that Juftice and Peace flourilhed together, and moft happy might the State of the 
Commonwealth have continued, if immature death,the Step-mother, as the Monk 
terms it, of temporal happinefs, after a kind of ugly Sport, had not deprived his 
Countrey, of him. 

ii. His fudden death as we are informed by Beda himfelf, was brought about 
upon this occafion. When he had ruled the Nation both of Englifi and Britains , 
moft glorioufly for the /pace of feventeen years, whereof five of them lie had 
A Rebellion, fought under Chrift his Banner, Caedwallat he King of Britains rebelled againft 
him, who had drawn into his aififtence a moft ftout Captain, viz. Peuda then 
King of the Mercians. They ingaged in a great and bloudy Battel at a place cal¬ 
led Heihfield, where Edwin on the fourth day of the Ides of Odoler, in the year 
of our Lord DCXXXHI. was flain, being feven and forty years old, and his whole 
Army was either flain or routed. In the Battel beforehim a moft courageous Son 
in which Ed- 0 f called OJfrid * fell, another called Eadfrid, neceflity compelling him, went *CumGod- 

tom over to Peuda, who afterward in the Reign of Ofwal flew him, contrary to his 

Oath. Tothisend came this moft valiant and prudent Prince, being as Malmef- 
bury writes a miferable Spectacle of humane Variety, or that Vicilfitude which Eimikgmki 
is incident to humane Affairs, a Prince whom the Courfe of his A&ioris arid Ann% 6 34* 
great Succefs, fpeak great both in the one Capacity and in the other. As for the 
Kiscommw- Halcyon times wliich this People enjoyed under his Government,* it will not be 
dation. amifs to note what Beda himfelf obferveth of them. At that time, faith he, fo Lib. 2. c. 16. 
great a Peace is reported to have been in Britain, whitherfoever the Empire of 
King Edwin reached, that ( as yet thq Proverb is) If a Woman with a Child in her 
Armes newly lorn would travel 7 through the whole IJlandfrom Sea to Sea, fie might 
doe it without any Let or Moleftation. The laid King moreover fo much confiilted 
the Good of his People, that whereever he beheld any Fountains or Springs by 
the High-ways, there for the refrelhment of Travellers he caufed Pofts to be 
erected, and brazen Difiles to be hung upon them; neither would any body touch 
them except for their prefent ufe, either for the greatnefs of the fear they had of 
him, or of the Love they bare unto him. He was of fuch efteem in his Kingdom, 
that not onely in Battel were Banners born before him, but in time of Peace as 
he rode through the Cities, Towns or Provinces together with his Attendantsan 
Enfign-bearer was wont to goe. Nay when he palled along in the Streets in all. 
places, that kind of Banner which the Romans call Tufa, and the Englifi Thuuf, 
were wont to be born before him. 

1 z. Edwin being flain in Battel, the Provinces of the Northumbrians were in a 
moft fad Eftate. Of the two Captains that overthrew him, the one being a Beda lib. 2. c. 
Pagan, and the other as he terms him a Barbarian, both Religion and all things «*• 

The conqiie- civil went to wreck; while the one raged againft the Church, and the other a- 
row's Cruelty, gainft t h e Laity, of which he fpared neither any Sex nor any Age or Condition, 
fubjedting as well Women as Men, innocent Babes, as thofe of ripe years to death, 
and moft cruel Tortures, which continued no iinall time; for Cadwall ftudied 
how together with their deftrucftion, he might root the whole Englifi Saxon Na¬ 
tion out of Britain. And though a Chriftian he was himfelf, yet did he not Ihew 
any refpedt to their Religion, the Cuftomeof the Britains , faith Beda, being at 
this very day to fet at nought the Faith and Religion of the Englifi Saxons , nei¬ 
ther will they have any thing to doe with them more than Pagans. The head of 
the flain King was brought to Tori, and there depofited in the. Church of St. 

Peter, which he himfelf had begun, md Ofwald his Succellbur perfe&ed. All 
things being in confufion in thofe Parts, and no refuge or-fefety any where to be 
expedbed. *s£thellurga. the Queen returned by Sea into Kent, together with 
Paulinas the Archbifliop, that brought her where fhe was very kindly and ho¬ 
nourably received by Eadbald her Brother. With Baffus alfo a moft valiant Soul- 
dier of Edwins, went Eaufieda the King’s Daughter, as alfo Z/fcfrea his Son, and 
Iffi. the Son of his Son Osfride, whom their Mother afterward for fear of Eadbald 
and Ofwald, the Kings, lent into France , to the King her friend to be brought up; 
and there they bothdied in their Infancy. 

13. But after the death of Edwin, Of rick the Son of Elf rich his Uncle by the BedaUiJl. 
Fathers fide,, obtained to be King of the Deiri,- from the Province of whom he lib - 3 - c - *• 

Was iflued, and .had received his Royalty as well as Birth. On the Kingdom of 

‘ “ the 
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... ~Rp,nicii feized Eaufrid the Son of- Edelfrid, who in like manner was iflued Se£t & 
l £$<dob- out oftliis Province. Fdr during theReignof Edwin, theSqnsof Edelfiid, Wfth WV-N- 
tained to be ^ more of the yo ^ tr for t of Nobility lived in Exile, either- With the Scots 
Ki ” 8 ’ or Pills Both thefe Kings- abjured the Chriftian Religion, which they had learnt, 
and profefled in banifhment, arid were Ihortly after cut o$ \>y Cadwatla the Britain 
Both flain by whonowthinking the time might be come to drive the Englifi Saxons mb -of 
XHtfic their once unjuftly obtaitfed poffeffioris,: and to reftore^the Ifland to its ancient 
Britain. 0wAetS} omitted nothing that might rationally tend tothe bringing of this about. 

In the very Summer following the death of Mwn, he fell fuddenly uponOfnci, 
when he -Sever expafted him?W cut.him off with his whole Army. ^Afterth* 
he rased like 4 kernel Tyrant in tliefe provinces for a yeaf, at the end-whereof, 

. when Eaufrid came to him; but with twelve in his.Company to tre^of pte^ce, 
he treated him in the felf feme manner. That year, faith Beda, is ftdUr t-hls 
day accounted unlucky andhatefull ts-all good. Men, both mrefpda of the Apo- 
ftacy of thefe Englifi Kings, who renounced their Baptiffti, asjfor the tefs Tyran¬ 
ny of this Britifi Computed _the 

times of thefe Winces, tb aboiifh the nfcmOry of thefe perfidious Kirigs^nd to 
aflign the faid year to the.Reign of bleffed King Ofwald, who after the- dmth of 
his Brother ■! Eaufrid ,coming with a fmall power of Men, but fortified by ; faith m 
Chrift, that curfedCaptain of the Britains with his vaft.Army whichhbbdafted 
Who was af- nothing could refill, was flain in a place:which m the Language of the Englifi is 
ttrward kill'd called Denifisburna,or the Broakof Dents. The plac^feith omAuthougsjhewn at ^/cJdmal. 
S this day, and had in great Veneration, where Ofwald being to fight eredfod the fign u Divifl cur . 
fSur. “ of theCrofs, and kneelingdown, befought Alnughty God^ that he would \-Succour J^cuu 
his Servants m thh day of their Necelfity. . He himfelf laboured at the 
the Crofs, which finilhed, he Ipake aloud to the Whole Army: Let us kneel down 
and iointfy pray unto the Omnipotent living: .and true God, that he would merci¬ 
fully defend us from the proud Enemy, for he knows that we undertake a juftlVar 
for defence of our Nation. . The place is in the Englifi Tongue called Meofonfeld, , : 
or Heavenly Field , lying- near to the Wall which the ;Btomns built from Sea to 

Sea, for the reftraining- the infoient Inrodes of Barbarians. ‘' - - '. 

14 It’s ftill at this day for the feme reafon, as forrie would have it, called Ha- 
ledonneox to Scilicefler, in the Wall in the County of' Northumberland; Where Was 
a Church built in Honour of St. Cutbert and Kind Ofiokldi but the Name of the 
Kins hath fo obfeured the light of the other Saint, that the old Name being quite 
aone, Ws now known onefy by that Of Sv. Ofwald. For the place where Cadwall* 
was flain, the prefent Printed Copy of Beda hath i t Dewifesburna, and King Al- 
frede's Tranflation = 5 cmrrejiupna, but. Camden read k m Beda, Devilesburn, a lit¬ 
tle River running into Tine, which gave to a Manfion Houfe upon it, the Name 
of Diveifton, as in old Records it’s found written, now called Diljlon, belonging in 
his time to the Ratcliffs. After this Vfotory atchieved, pfwald governed his Do¬ 
minions with great Juftice'and Tranquillity, being fo humble, fo tender hearted; 
and bountiful! to the poor, that he behaved himfelf indeed as a true Father of his 
Countrey. This his Goodnefs is faid to have been crowned with remarkable Suc¬ 
cefs, fo tliat his Empire, he extended farther than any of his Predecefiours; for as 
fome write all theiNatioris * of Britain fubmitted to his Command, dot onely the *Dem,]uc am. 
Englifi an dBritains, but the Pills and:Scots themfelves, which good Fortune did 
not puff him up, but he continued as humble and mercifull as ever. But that neither Britannia, 
he nor any other good man might place to happinefs ii*rihfcwodd, at laft an altera- 
tion was made, and: amend happenedeo him, contrary to to beginning By to ° e / B ?“Z]n», 
Induftry and Prudertce the Provinces of the Deiri znd Bbrnicii, which formerly pm 0 nm,Sco- 
had difagreed were tovingly and feft t uifi«ed- it?getheK= • But • in'reference to his 
Neighbours abroad; matters flood in- another poftur^ w to; htoWevesr they might f u J in j J itio . 
for a while fubmit Unto him, and acquiefce under his--moft mild Adirtiniftra- nem accepit, 
tion, yetit feems either counting this fubjeftion, tow mild foever it was, -a.fla - uh 
Peuda and hi, very, or provoked by the Rulers ofrthe Britains, arid efpecialty- Peuddt he King 
Mercian re-, G f the Mercians; they were periwaided f a great Party at leaft ) to^reVolt from 
their profefied obedience. The matter tow fo high, that Peuda led his .Pagan 
Subjects the Mercians forth againft him, arid they met at a place called Majehfeld, 
whereagreat and moft bloudy Battel being fought, hehadthe feine ifl foi^inehis 
in the conflidl Uncle Edwin had C wtofe Nephew to was by his Sifter Ava ) being with Mul- Vndedicitnr 
tl is titudes of his followers flain upon the place on the fifth day of Auguft, in thej^^£ 
thirty eighth ( or the thirty feventh, as King Alfred’s Tranflation hath it ) of canduitofibut. 
his Age, when he had reigned nine years, as the Ancient Annalifts reckoned, Ramngd.1.3, 

but 











_i'5° The Kingdom of the Northumbrian Angles /^Britain, Part IV, 

Sffr. 6 . but. in tliis Number mud be included that year which, as we formerly faid, the 
VW Apoftafie-Of the Englifh Kings, and Tyranny of the Britifh rendred fa odious to 
them, as that they would • not aflign it to. them, but rather abolilh its memory. 

PeuJa the cruel Pagan after he had flaiii him, contented n6t himfelf with his 
bare death, but having killed him, tore his Body in pieces and. fixed it upon three 
Stakes as a Spectacle of terrour. The Place is at this day called Qfweftrc or Of 
waljlre , in Britifh, Croix Ofwalds, a little Town upon the Weft Frontier of Shrop- 
Jbire, npt far from the River Severn. It was not long finee inclofed with a 

Ditch and a Wall, and it had very good Traffick, efpecially of flight and thin 

Weljb Cottons. It feems to have had its firft Original from Devotion to this 
King and Saint. But it was built by Modoc the Brotherof Mereduc (fisCaradoc ApudCambd 
of Lancarvan wrote) and the Fitz Allans- being Normans and Earls of Arundell, mm in skiff 
\yho afterwards came to be Lords of it, walled it about The Eclipfes of the 
Sun in Aries have been moft dangerous unto, it, for twice when that Luminary 
was in that Sign, did it fuller very great Calamity by fire 
inBernicia 15. Ofmald dying in this manner, Ofwi his Brother.fucceeded him in the King-* 

Jm ‘ dom of Bernicia, a young Man of about thirty years of Age ; but Ofwin the Son 
iu Dei™ of- of Ofrick obtained that of Deira in the third year of Ercombert King of Kent in 
rnn fucceedj. t h e Reign of Dagolert King of the Franks, A.D. DCXLIIL Thefe two Kings 

w , J(r bei ngthus as it were Partners in the Throne, agreed, as is ufual in fuch Cafes. 

l3er - Differences were ever arifing betwixt them, and at length grew to fuch an 
height, as one could not fubfift if the other continued. They raifed Forces on 
each fide ; but Ofwin perceiving he was overmatched in Number, thought it 
not fit to fight, but to.referve himfelf to better times; he therefore Disbanded 
his Army, commanding every Man to.repair to his own Home from a place cal¬ 
led Wilfares Dun , or the Hill of Wilfare , about ten Miles South-Weft from the 
Village Cataratto. He himfelf withdrew, with one onely faithfull Souldier in his 
And ofwin by Company called Tondhere , to the Houfe of a Count named Hunvald whom he 
command is efleemed as moft fure to him ; but it proved far otherwife, for by him he was 
Rain. betrayed, and flain by command of Ofwi together with his trufty tondhere , on the 
thirteenth of the Calends of Semptember in the ninth year of his Reign in a place 
His character, called Ingerlingum. This Ofwin was a Man of a beautiiull Afped, tall of Stature, 

Affable, Courteous, and very Bountifull, which Endowments both of Mind and 

Body procured him fuch Reputation, that he was by all men beloved, and many 

moft Noble Perforts out of all the Provinces thought themfelves happy if they 
could but get into his Service; but above all, his Humility and fingular Modefty 
were remarkable, whereof Beda gives us this Inftance. “ Ofwin bellowed an ex- Lib.^.c.^ 

“ cellent Horfe upon Aidan the famous Bilhop of Lindisfarne , but the Bilhop 
“ when a Poor Man asked Aimes, gave him the Horfe with all the rich Furniture 
“ upon him. The King hearing of this, as they were going in to Dinner, faid to * 

“ him: My *Lord Bilhop, Why would you give that Royal Horfe that was for tfftTZuT 
“ your own Saddle, to a Poor Man ? Have we not many worfe Horfes and other Bex Alfred* 

“ things which would ferve the Poor, inftead of this Horfe I made choice onj"** 
for your own Perfon ? The Bilhop inftantly replyed, King, what do you fay .■> c/^Zavikt 
* Is that Son of a Mare more dear to you than that Son of God t With that they die fmiliter 
“ went in to Dinner, the Bilhop to his Seat; but the King being come from fSklSm— 

“ Hunting, fate him down by the Fire with his Attendants. But remembring//«w«rM» 

“ What the Bilhop had faid, he rofe fuddenly up, and giving his Sword to niafordadhuc 
“ Iiis Servant, went haftily to him, at whofe feet he fell and befought him 
“ not to be angry, affirming he would never after fpeak or concern himfelf, fellatio inho- 
“ whatever he gave of. his Money to the Children of God. The Bilhop was J T ie ™ am > W 
“ wonderfully amazed, and rifing haftily, raifed him up; telling him he was Lora * tranJut ' 

“ very well pleafedif he would but lit down to Dinner, and be chearfiilL The 
“ King then at his Rcqueft began to be merry, but the Bilhop began to be 
“ very fad, fo as he Ihed Tears, of which his Prieft taking notice, in their own 
“ Language (they were both Scots) which neither Ofwin nor his Servants under- 
“ flood, demanded the reafon. I know (faith he) that the King will not live 
u long: For till this time I never beheld an humble King ; whence I apprehend, 

“ that he will fpeedily be taken away by Death ; for this Nation is not worthy of 
“ fuch a Governour. Not long after was this fad Prefage of the Bilhop lulfilled in 
the Murther of Ofwin. And Aidan lived but till the twelfth day after his Death, 
dying himfelf on the laft of Augufl, 


1 6. Ofwi 
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16. Ofwi having removed his Equal, whom he much grudged, yet did Se<% 6 
not find himfelf freed from trouble by that unworthy Ad. He found conti- 

1 nual fears and trouble from the Mercians , Peuda their King never ceafing to caft 

ofipimiPeu- one R u b dr other in his way- Yet palled there feveral Adis of kindnefs and 
^ qliarrel indearment, as one would have imagined betwixt the Families. Peuda had a Son M. 3 - 
called Peada, who being a young man, for his good Endowments accounted c ' 2l \ 
worthy of a Kingdom, was by his Father appointed to the government of 
their Nation. He came into Northumberland to Ofwi, defiring his Daughter 
Alkfiede in Marriage, which he could not obtain except he and his Subjects’re¬ 
ceived the Chriftian Religion. He upon hearing what was preached concerning 
the promife of an Eternal Kingdom, the hope of a Refurredion and Immortal 
Life, profelled himfelf a Believer, though he never Ihould obtain the young Lady, 
being much induced to this Belief by the Perfwafiorts of Alfrid the Son oPOfivi, 
his Friend and Kinfman,wlio had Married his Sifter Cyn/bu'rgthe Daughter of Peuda. 
Notwithflanding thefe Alliances, Beda tells us, that Ofwi fuffered frequent, moft ibid. lib. 3, 
b.tter and Intolerable Eruptions from the faid King of the Mercians who had c- 24 ‘ 
llain his Brother. Neceliity often inforcing him, he often prefented him with 
Gifts innumerable, therewith to purchafe Peace, and prevent the utter ruine of 
1 ns Dominions. The perfidious Prince did not conform himfelf to his Defires, 
but rel’olved to root out and deftroy all his People little^dld great, which Ofwi 
perceiving, betook himfelf to Divine affiftence, vowing, in cafe he obtained the : 

Vidory over him, to Confecrate his Daughter as a Nun to perpetual Virginity, 
and to pals over twelve Poflellions for the building of Monafteries. Armed more 
by Faith than any Carnal Hope he could have of Vidory* he gave Battel to the 
Enemy, who is laid to have brought into the Field thirty times as many men, 
thirty Legions whereof each was headed by a skilfull Leader. Thfcfe Forces he 
and Alckfrid his Son ingaged with a very fiuali Army.) He bad another Son 
Egfrid by Name, who was at this time an Hoftage in Mercia with Cinoife 
the Queen. . ' .. . 

17. Ethilwald the Son of Ofwald who rul ? d i n Deira, though lie ought to 
have been affifting to them, as good Beda obferves, was at 'this tfliie on the 
contrary fide, and commanded a Party which was to ingage againft his Goun- 
trey and his Uncle, but when they came to fight he withdrew himfelf, and in a 
fafe place expeded the event of the Battel. When they joyned, thirty Pagan 

fiws^wWch Captains were loon llain or routed, and all the Auxiliaries in a manner cut off; 

Pw^hflaui. amongft whom was ^dilhere the Brother and Succefl'our of Auna King of the 

Eaft Angles , who had blown the Coals betwixt the two Kings, and been the great Kef Alfredo 
Cauler of the War. The Battel being fought near the River Viaved, which then Pinpa&e. 
through excefs of Rain was overflown, it happened that more perilhed by the Wa¬ 
ters than by the Sword. It was fought by King Ofwi in the CoUntrey of Lotdis in Kegionc 
on the feventeenth of the Calends of December , and the thirteenth year of Lis lan- 

Reign, to the great advantage of both the Nations. ;Tor he both freed his own 6e =g a Loi * 
People from the Hoftile Invasions of the Pagans, and the other of the Mercians dijhaoce. 
and the Neighbouring Provinces, Peuda their Head being now cut off, he reduced 
quickly to tlie Chriftian Faith. This Loidis is that eminent Town in the Weft Ri¬ 
ding of Torkjhire , now called Leeds , which became an Houfe of the Kings when 
Cambodunum was burnt to the ground, a rich Town (fo lately it was) by means Cmbdsn . 
of clothing. The very place of the Fight Writers call Winwidfield, which Name 
we may l'uppofe was given it of the Vidory; like as a Place in Weftphalia where 
(Quintilius Varus with his Legions was llain, is in the Dutch Tongue called Winfield 
or the Field of Vittcry , as Ortelius hath obferved. The little Region or Territory 
about it, which Beda mentions, was in old time called by the Name of Elmet .- 
and was conquered by Edwin the Son of ^EH a King of Northumberland\ after 
he had thence expelled Careticus the Britifh King in the year of our Lord 
DCXX. 

To the jov of 18. The death of Peuda , who had been the death of fo many Kings, caufediri 
an men. a n p] aces out G f hi s own Territories very great rejoycing, which as well the Af¬ 

finity and Confanguinity wherein feveral were conjoyned to them he had llain, 
may perfwade us to believe, as die Song that was made upon this occafion. Ofwi in Winwed 
fo plied his bufinefs and followed on the ftroak of his late Vidory, that he brought a ™ff c jf n c ‘pf es 

Alin*, cades 

Kegnm SigebertiiS Egrici, cades Oftpaldi & Edwini. Sic Matb. Elorileg. ad Ann. 6% 5. at vero Huntingdon hoc mtdo ; In 
Winwed amne v indicat a ejl cades Auna, cades Kegum Sigbert £3' Ecgnice, cades Bfgtpn Ofwald & Edwine. 

to 
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6 . to his beck all the Kingdom of Mercia for three years after the death of Peuda, to- 
gether with all the other Southern Provinces (as his Brother before him had done) 
and the greatefopart of thefe belonging to the PiUs, Yet was he fo good natur d 
as to beftow on Peada the Son of Peuda, becaufe he had Married his' Daughter^ 
and was his Kinfman, the Kingdom of the Southern Mercians feparated from the 
Northern Mercians by the River of Trent, whereof the Southern in thofe days con- 
p ead.i hi* Son tained five thoufand Families, and the Northern feven. But the E.ijier following 
murtheicd. y eae f a was murthered, and that as was reported by Confpiracy of his Wife. Three 
years being completed after the death of Peuda, Tmmin, Eala, and Eadberht, ad¬ 
vanced to the Throne Wulfhere his Son a Youth whom they hid from danger, 
which done they revolted from Ofwi, whole Governours driving away, they vali¬ 
antly defended the Liberties of their King and Countrey. Of Ofwi there’s not 
much more remarkable. His good demeanour to his People ih great meafure ob¬ 
literated that bloudy Crime of murthering Ofivin ; but this Beda tellifies of him, Trmjiato er* 
that with very great pains he maintained his Dignity, which is not onely applica- 
ble to the great Induflry he ufed for attainment of that power, at which he ar- dofjujccpit ' 
- r . rived (he being the feventh of the molt powerfull Kings amongft the Englijh 
jrn its . Saxons, as his brother Of maid is by Beda reckoned the Sixth) but in relation to 

the perpetual troubles and dangers he underwent, not onely brought upon him by ofwi j uven i, 
Peuda the Mercian Kings but by *Aitbilmald the Son of his Brother, who by fome 
is laid tohavefucceeded Of win, nay his own Son Athfrid; this being the ordinary & p”r™m s 
Lot and Portion of men of bloud. He reigned molt painfully twenty and eight yigimioao 
years, and died on the firft of March in the fifty eighth year of his Age. teZitf&f 

Egfrid fuc- 19. Ofwi being dead, Egfrid his Legitimate Son lucceeded him in the third a edajlikj. 
ceeds. year of Conflantine the Emperour of Conflantinople , the feventh of Egbert King £ ! 4- 

of Kent, during the Reign of Childerick the Second, King of the Franks, gorn.’ad^' 
A. D . DCLXXI, or the year before, as Beda placeth it. His Father being 673. 
fickly toward his latter end, could riot profecute Wulfhere , who had fee up 
Who chaftife* *° r himfelf in Mercia, and therefore left to him a War as Hereditary, which he 
1 vidfere the fo profecuted, as that he drove Wolf here out of Lindfey, and recovered it again to Lib. 4. c. , 2 . 
Mercian for Ms Paternal Territories. Thus much is onely hinted to us by Beda; how long 
revolting. he j {e p t j t ^ utter jy uncertain. For Malmsbury falling foul upon him for his Im- provinciaLin - 
piety, Ihewed in the malitious profecutingof Bilhop Wilfride, adds, that towards disfarormn, 
humble Suppliants he was proud and harlh, a Difeafe wherewith all Tyrants are 
inferited ; that on the contrary againft Rebels he was flug g ilh and lazy, and de- dus, fufrm 
facing the Triumphs of his Father loft the Empire of the Mercians, and being bea- 
ten in Battel by Ethelrede the Son of Peuda, loft alfo his Brother. In the lecond %timerat, 
year of the Reign of Egfrid, there was a wonderfull great Fight of Birds, many ordinal e- 
thoulands of them being killed, and the Foreigners feemed to be worfted. This 
Fight* /Ethel- might feem to betoken that great Fight which was fought eight years after near kgwadAm. 
rede the Mer- the River of Trent, betwixt Egfrid and the laid King Ethelrede $ where, as the 
emn King. f ame Authour Beda tells us was llain, Efewin the Brother of Egfrid, a young man “ A ' c 
very much beloved by the People of both the Provinces, whole Sifter by Name 
Oftrith the faid Ethelrede had married. This Battel it feems did not, together 
with the young Prince’s life, put a Period to the Controverfie. For Beda writes 
that more new matter of a more lharp War and longer enmity arofe betwixt the 
angry Kings and their People, till Theodore the Bilhop by his Diligence and Inter- 
celiion took up the Quarrel, and prevented thedreadfull mifehiefs which thereup- 
AnAgreem 011 would have followed 5 making this Agreement, that Bloud lhould not be re¬ 
made betwixt quired for the Bloud of Elfewin, but his Brother lhould be contented with a cer- 
thcm - tain Sum of money to be paid by Ethelrede. And the Peace made upon this oc- 
cafion continued a long time betwixt thefe Kings and their Kingdoms. 

20. But though Egfrid had peace with the Mercians, and on this fide the Sea, 
he was of fo reltlefs an humour, that finding no work in Britain, he muft needs 
He invades trans f er his Arms over into Ireland, in the year of our Lord DCLXXXIV. under 
Ireland . Command of one Berht, he fent an Atmy over thither, and miferably wafted 

that Nation, which was both innocent, and always molt friendly to that of the 
Englijh, neither Churches nor Monafteries being any whit fpared. The Ilanders 
or Scots did what they could, both by repelling force with force, and putting up 
their Prayers to Heaven for Divine Affiftence. And although, faith he, Curlers 
cannot inherit the Kingdom of Heaven, yet was it believed that they who were 
now defervedly curfed for their Impiety, were fuddenly punilhed by the juft judg¬ 
ment of Almighty God. For in the year following this King Egfrid, without 
any mature advice, leading out his Army to wafte the Countrey of the Pills, 

though 
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fortieth >ear 01 1 gc. As I faid faith Beda, his Friends advifed him againft 
*? re the foreeoing year he would not hear the moft Reverend Father 

Eczberht* when he dehorted him from offering violence to Scotland, which had 
Ecgberm, wueu 11c •.« —pm-to him for that fin, it came to pafs that now 

hewofld 1 notfc them w toft rove to prevent his utmr overthrow. And Trom 
,. . . hones arid valour of the Englijh Empire begdn to decay pft&virtus 

Sd Saie Forboththel^ recovered the Imid 

tamed theirLibej y . q which were eit her llain by the Sword, 4-«?. 

bondage or for their lives from the Land of the PiSs, Tru*. 

Reverend Man of God, was one who had been aBiftop amongft 
them butnowcame back with thofe that belonged to him m the Moratory of 
Si” which flood indeed in the Countrey of the WA ^t 1 bor fe 1 ^T 
on the Frith, which feparated their Territories from thofe ot th ePsfls. Thefe be 
the words of Beda , who diligently diflinguiflies in feveral places, the Scots 
that inhabited Scotland, from the Scots that inhabited Britain, but when he 
mentions’ Scotia or Scotland , he means onely one Countrey thereby, and that is 

tilfridt to- ^‘‘luEgfrid being llain, AIJride or Aldjrid hisBrotoer, andthe Son oiOfm, 

Sfhfr lucceeded him, in the firft year ofthe Emperour the ycunger hefirfl: 

of Edrich King of Kent, in the Reign of Theodortck King of the A D. 

DCLXXXVI. Malmsbury writes, that Ofwi had but two Sons, whereof the fpu- 
rfous bang rejeflecl, the legitimate lucceeded him in hjs Kingdom, whjch was 
yet a'littleafter, he tells usthat EgfriJm the Battel fought with EM- 
rfde theoon of Peuda loit bis Brother, and after this he writes, how the news 
rf his ^a* flying aU over, at laft came to the Earsof his Brother Mfrtd, who 
being bafe born^ although the elder, was by the Nobility thought not fit to Reign, 
and either by conftraint, or out of indignation, went mto /reAW, where being 
fecure from the hatred of his Brother, and having lbdure fufliciait to foUow liis 
Studies, he much bettered his mind by the precepts of Philofophy. If he reti- 
The occafion, ed ^ mana er into Ireland, then from all thefe pal&ges we may guefs that 
tX d 'L. the indignation and jealoufie of his Brother follow him thither and hence it is 
land! 8 that we may fetch the account of his fending an Army into that IlTand. There¬ 
fore they who formerly refilled him, now when they had need of fom ' and co£ 
fidered his worth, betook themfelves to Intreaties, fo well famfied was he with 
Vhe pVefent condition of his Life. But when he had once undertaken what vvaS 
offered, he gave them no caufe to repent them of their choice, being a Man migh- 
tvfo the slriptures, and fo carefuUof the Duty incumbent upon him, that tor 
nmeteenyears he Governed Ms People in great Peace, and with as great App 1 ^ 
having no other flaw in the whole courfe of his Admmiftration, but what they 
finri concerning his Perfecution of Bilhop Wilfride Yetwas 
tained within much narrower Bounds, than m the days of his Father and Brother. 

For the j Pills making an infolent ufe of their Yuftory, fet u P on e them 

long quiet and eafe had rendred lefs fitforrefiftence, and made bdd tothem , 
out of fome of their Territories lying toward the North, or to fubdue and bring 
them under their Yoke, though they ftill mhabited thefe Countries. A«d never 
after could thev recover their liberty, and reunite themfelves with the Englijh 
comingS be fubjea to the Scots, though then Lan- 

rA 4 in ° f 

years old , but ihewed himfelf foon enough to beof fufftaent Age to be vitious. 

He Reigned but eleven years, and was famous for nothing, infamous for-his un 

ta- 

were, as their Relations imagined, fecured againft fodi attempts by a «-eligic>^ 
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Sedr. 6 . Veil> Thefe courfes brought him into fuch hatred, even of his own kindred, that 
t0 prevent one fin, they committed a greater by taking away his Life, when he 
And at laft hoped he had fcarcely fpent one quarter of it. Yet had they that removed him 
furthered, out of the way to take his place, fupplied as well the want of Eminence arid Ver- 
„ Jr tue ’. as of R °y alt y> the y might have been more excufable, at lead it would have 
Sr part, y S OVG f? d and concealed the blacknefs of the Parricide- but Kenred, who 
went after him took the Throne, and therein fate for two years, and after him Of- 
Thea ofiic. vvc, who Reigned eleven, did nothing memorably, or which could call them wor¬ 
thy of that Dignity to which they advanced themfelves. Ofric indeed in this had 
the advantage of the other, that he did not firft leap into the Chair of the mur- 
Ne.xtCWtfv# thre’d Prince, and before his death, adopted Celwulf or Ceolwulf the Brother of 
Keared for his Succefiour. This is that Ceolwulf to whom Beda dedicates his Ec- 
clefiaftical Hiftory, at the end whereof he fignifies, that this King was embraced 
with great difficulties, and how he would extricate himfelf, or what end they 
would have, was utterly uncertain. What thefe Difficulties were, he tells us not 
either becaufe he would not burn his finger by medling with matters of his own 
time, or for that his defign was to write an Ecclefiaftical Hiftory oriely, which 
feems to have been his drift, for elfe he might doubtlefs have given up a more 
large account ofwhathehas Jefr, but a mere fcantling, a few remarks, and thofe 
but by the bye, as they were necefiary to be brought in for making way to or 
Illuftrating fome other matters relating for the moft part to the Cloyfter. As for 
Ceolwulf, we are told he was fo edified with what he read in the Hiftory of Beda 
that defirous to be of the Number of thofe Kings who had exchanged their 
Crowns for Cowls,he at length refigned his Kingdom and betook himfelf to aMb- 
naftery. Or rather he was wearied with thefe difficulties he found in reigning and 
-Who turns however hisCrown feemed glorious to the eyes of the Beholders, felt the weight 
of it to great, that he was riot fatisfied till he was eafed of his burthen, which 
he eaft off from his Head after he had governed eight years, and in the Mona* 
ftery of Lindesfnare took upon him the Monkifh Habit. He was not defeended 
from the Louis of the late Kings of the Northumbrians, but in another Line de-#*>***”'«« 
feended from Ida. He^was the Son of Cutha, whofe Fore-fethers were Cuthwin Hmtin & d ' 
Lethewold, Egwold', Aldelm , Oga and Ida. * 

2 3 - But he quitted not the Government before he had provided his People of 
Egbert made another King. This was Egbert his Uncles Son, as Malmesbury calls him, but « ■ j 
2 ' Huntingdon tells us he was the Son of Ecca, who was Son to Lethwold or Led- 

tvold ; and as he, as the Flowergatherer hath it,was Son to one Ceolwolf ; fo that he 7 V «° Sad ' 
could not be of that Line, but now mentioned, yet he calls him his Kinfinan bm ' 
too. Whoever he was, he began his Reign in the two. and twentieth year of Leo 
Ifaurus the Emperour, the thirteenth of Edbert K-'ng of Kent , the thirtieth of 
Selrede King of the Eaft Saxons , in the days of Theodorick King of the Franks 
A. D. DCCXXXVIII. We can tell the Reader that he Reigned, but what he 
did particularly in his Reign, he as well as we muft ftill be ignorant, Beda ha¬ 
ving told us but little of thefe Civil Matters ; but after his time no one of any to¬ 
lerable Abilities, having taken any care to tranlmit any thing of moment topofte- 
nty, to that we have little more than the bare Names. But that he laudably go¬ 
verned, Malmesbury tells, treading in the fteps of good Princes. He had a Brother „ , , , 
bafely born it feems, and of his own Name in his time Archbifhop of Tort, who 
r S , HtH t ‘ le Schoolmafter of Charles the Great left in writing, did very much cum Archie - 
and others add, that it wasio Conjunaion with, f 
his Kingdom nd by the affiftence of^ the King his Brother. The King did to well agree with fuaprudemta 
to ofiruife. the Archbifhop, and fo emulated him in Religion, that needs he muft be Religious 

too, and more Religious, having his Crown ffiaven and turn Monk after he had S TiUmin 
He isfucceed-Reigned twenty years, leaving his Kingdom to his Son Ofwulfe. He being not 

able “ ft “ r ,, the Helm was though an Innocent, thrown over-board to make "“tffS: 

w ! Kn ’ 1 e .¥ d horn the Name of King little more than a year. mcAut. 1. 
Mollo held it ftoutly and laborioufly eleven years; but was then ferved in the 
fame manner, as he or others for him had ufed his Predeceflour, by the Devices 
Then Aireit of Alrede who got his Place. Alrede fo ingratiated himfelf with the People, and 
sn8, fo Plied Ins work that he held it for nine, but in his tenth was compelled by them 
Next Ethel- && they were not his Subjects to give way to Ethelbert the Son of 

MoU° But he was but a King of the fecond Head neither; in the fifth year they 
Loyally faded again, and out they drove him. 


24. Then 
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Thm Cdmll z 4 . Then was Celwold proclaimed King, who was Brother to Akredt - and Sedt£ 
he made a fhift for eleven years to makegood his Hold. But the People were 
now fo ufed to making and unmaking Kings, that after thefe years he tailed of 
their perfidious humour being with Innocency font to Heavenas.lnsfa- 
mous Sepulchre at Hagulftade, and the Miracles wluch theyfaid they few fuft 
ficiently teftified to that then repenting Age. To his merit tore it muft be 
To whom afcrib J that his Nephew Ofrede the Son of Ale rede fucceeded him, but being 

S'* got im he could not keen PofTeffion ; for freely had he enjoyed ffis Royalty 

who was out- g ne ’ but Ethelbert (or Athelrede,, or Ethelwald > the Son of Mollo drove 
ed Ethel- hi m out and recovered his Seat after twelve years of exile, which he held for- 

bert - four more, which once paft, he could not efcape the common calamity of 

his PredecefTours, but was miferably flain Some faid he wasjuftly pumihed 
for the unjuft putting of Ofrede to Death, with whofe Reflation he ought 
in confcience to have been contented : but many Bifhops^ and Noblemen who 
had more fenfe than their Neighbours, were fo weary of thefe perpetual Dif- 
turbancesand Murthers, that they left thereupon their Native Countrey. Nay, 

Charles the Great was fo incenfed, that as Alcuin wrote^ having delivered Letters 
and Prefents to Meffengers, to be delivered to this Ethelrede when he heard 
how he was murthered, he exclaimed againft this, perfidious, perverfe Natioiy 
the Murtherers of their Lords, affirming they were worfe than Pagans; and 
if Alcuin had not interceded, whatever good he could have hmdred, or mif- >; 
chief he was in a capacity to doe,-would have been performed againft them. 

So great a terrour did this curfed quftome ftrike in all the Nobility, that he being 
dead, no Candidates appeared for the Kingdom; forcpnfideringthefrelh ex- 
An intern?- ample of others, they chofe rather to fldep in a whole skin and live m ob- 
rmm for* 5 feurity, than venture upon fo dangerous, nay pernicious Royalty; moft of the 
thirty odd Northumbrian Kings having come to an untimely end. Therefore was the 
Countrey without a King, for the fpace of thirty and three years and be¬ 
came a derifion and a Prey to all the neighbours. The Danes had before this 
begun to make Inrodes and Depredations, in thofe parts, and fuch as had once 
been in them, ihewingthe great booty they carried bank to their Gountrey- 
men, and telling them of the bafenefs and flUggilhnels of the Inhabitants, to ^ 

.ftirred them up with the greatnefs, yea eafinels of the,enterprise, that the 
Barbarians flocked thick and three fold, and feized on thofe Quarters untill 
the time lately mentioned. For they had a King (rather a Regulus) of their 
own feveral years, who yet truckled under the King of the Weft Saxons : and 
Ac length Eg- the forementioned thirty three years being over. King Egbert obtained this 
bert is made together with the other Countries. _ 

Klug ' a5 -. Thus have we prefented the Reader with what the Hiftones Of thefe Times 

afford concerning this Kingdom of Northumberland ; more we could not, ex¬ 
cept inftead of a true Account of things, -we fhould take the trade of Writing 
Romances. Concerning the limits of this Kingdom in general, and the Detri 
and Bemicii betwixt themfelves to that Ihort Account we have already given. 

The limits of we lhall farther add that as to its Northern Border it was terminated by that 
the Kingdom Southern Part of Scotland, which on the Eaft and Weft is limited by the Ger- 
Bmiicii. man, and Irijh Seas, on the South by that Recalled (luarium Sohiacum, or Sol¬ 

way Frith, and the River Tweede. Northerly by the Frith of Dunbrittan, and 
that of Edenburgb • for that this Kingdom extended it felf to both thefe Friths, 
whereof the one limited the Kingdom of the Scots, and the other that of the 
Pills, is moft evident both from the Writings of Beda, and other moft certain vi ^ v jr eriurii 
Teftimonies. But to the Diftin&ion of the Provinces of Deira, arid Berm- inAd £^^ & 
cia, amongft themfelves Authours do very much differ. Ralph of Cheftir from EmmdanA. 
Alphred of Beverly affirms, that the Kingdom of the Deiri reached from the 
River Humber to'that of Tyne ; and the Kingdom of the Bemicii from the Ri- ^'3. 
ver of Tyne, as far as the Scotijh Sea, with whom agrees the Monk of Malmef- 
bury, onely adding to the Scotch Sea this note. Where now ftands the Town of 
St. John of St. Johnfton. But Richard the Prior of Hagulftade, iri the beginning 
of his Book concerning the State of his Church, hath thefe words. Deira 
beginning at Humber, ended at the River Tees : and of this opinion was Hum¬ 
phrey Lbuyd that excellent Antiquary. Cambden fometimes affigns the River T i tes, 
fometime the River Tyne , as the common limit of thefe Provinces ; and John 
of Tinmuth in the Life of St. Ofwald feems to reconcile the Controverfie in 
this manner. The Kingdom of the Deiri anciently extended it felf from ithe 

X a River 
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6 - River Humber > t0 the River Tyne .- that of the Bernicii from the River Tyne 
{rather Tees) as far as the Scotch Sea, which in Scotch Language is called 
Forth. For all the ground which lay between the Rivers, Tyne and Tees in thofe 
Days was onely a wajte or Defart, and therefore was under the fur ifdiCtion of nei¬ 
ther, being onely a Receptacle, and Habitation of Wild Beafts. The fame thing is 
obferved in the Scotch Chronicle of John For don. 

% 6 . Indeed we we reade in the Ecdefiaftical Hiftory of Beda , That Eata Lib. 4. Cc n 
who governed the Pro vince of the Bernicii had his Epifcojal See in the Church e/Ragu- - 7 - 
ftald .or Lindisfarne. Therefore that not onely the Church of Durham (to wliich 
after the death of Beda the See of Lindisfarne was tranflated) but that of Hagu- 
fiald on this fide the River Tyne may not be removed out of the Province of the 
Bernicii,, wherein Beda, and not he alone placeth it ; we are forced to afiign the 
River Tees rather than Tyne, as the common limit of thefe two petty Kingdoms. 

By this means the Biihoprick of Durham, and that we now call the County of 
Northumberland, muft be afligned to the Eaftern Part of Bernicia; and to the 
Weftern, all that Kingdom ot Cumberland, which after the Everfion of this of 
the Northumbrian Angles, was fettled betwixt the River Derwent, and the Frith 
of Dunbrittan, by the Cambrobritains or Weljhmen. Tot Cumbria, ox Cumberland 
took the Name of the Inhabitants who were true and Natural Britains, and cal¬ 
led themfelves in their own Language Kumbri and Kambri : and Hiftories teftifie 
that here they remained a long time in defpight of the Englifh Saxons, however 
they fretted and' ftormed thereat. Marianus himfelf teftifieth as much, who 
terms this Couritrey Cumbrorum terram, or the Land of the Cumbri, or Britains , 
and to it bear mention the Britifh Names, which in this Trad very many pla¬ 
ces Hill bear, as Caerluel, Caerdronoc, Penrith, Penrodocke, and the like. Late it 
was, as we faid, e’er it was fubjed to the Englifh Saxons, and when their Rate be¬ 
came fore fhaken by Danifh War s, and was run to mine; it had peculiar Go- 
vernours ‘called Kings of Cumberland, till the Year of our Lord DCCCCXLVI, 
at what time King Edmund by help of Lealin Prince of Wales (who herein was 
unnatural) wafted all Cumberland, and having put out the Eyes of both the 
Sons of Danmail .Ring thereof, granted it to Maleolin King of Scots, whereupon 
the Eldeft Sons of the Kings of Scotland were under the Englifh Saxons, and Danes, 
both called Prefe&s, or Deputy Governours of Cumberland. But this is by way 
of Anticipation. To put a period to our Difcourfe of the Kingdom of Northum¬ 
berland, King Egbert reduced it under his obedience in the DCCCXXV1II. Year 
of our Lord, and the eight and twentieth of his own Reign, in the feventh of 
Michael Traulus Emperour of the Eaft; the fourteenth of Ludovicus Pius the 
Weftern Emperour, the year preceding the like fate of the Kingdom of the Eaft 
Saxons. 
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The Kingdom of the Eali Angles in Britain. From the 
firfi Founding of it by Ufia to tbe Conquering of it by 
Edward King of tbeEngliJb Saxons. 

The [pace of Tom Hundred Forty One years. 


i.-TVlHxt after the Kingdom of the Itertbimlrians, followed that .of the Eaft Se£l. 7, 
ffix, • IN Angles, which was begun by Vge, in the tenth year of the Empaonr 
^ the ifoimger, the fifteenth of Ethellert King of Kent , the fetrenteenth of 

Alla King of the Northumbrians, about the beginning of the Reign of Chtlpenck 
King of the Franks, A. D. DLXXV. , , .. . 

X Of 7 Jffa there is little or nothing more extent than that he begun this_King- 
,. dom, (how and in what manner is utterly unknown) and that from him th<? fuccee- 
ding Kings were called vffinga. After him his Son Titylba or Tytnlns, of whom 
/iBhUSon. there is onely remarkable, that he was Father to Redwald, the moft potent King 
of the Eaft Angles, the fame who received Edwin , and upon his account flew 
I h f? Ethelfrid Ring o{ the Northumbrians. The Monk of Malmesbury as contrapr to 
the fcnfe of others, he makes this Kingdom to have begun before that of the 
Weft Saxons, though after the other of Kent mentwns this Redwald,jis the 
King being the teftth from Woden. Of thefe feven Pnnces faid by Beda to have 
had Dominion over all the Southern Parts lying on this fide the , }jci5 

him he mentions as the fourth. In another place he tells us, that he waslMoble uk zc. i 5 . 
as to his Birth, but Ignoble as to his Anions. For being perfwaded by Edwin -to 
receive the Chriftian Faitli, he was baptized; but returning home was perftvaded 

by his Wife and others about him to fafl off again, fo that he hvmgbetwi^ two 

like the old Samaritans, feeming to ferve both Chrift and Idols, having imthelfame 
Chapel an Altar for Chrift,and an Altar for Divels which Chapel ^^ingofthat 
w r Province, who lived in the time of Beda, teftified that he himfelf had feen when 

£3f a Boy. But Eorpwald his Son, being perfwaded alfo by Edwin, was not ondy 

Afr ' , almolT; but altogether a Chriftian,and was flainby a certain Pagan called Richbercht. 

Afterwards Th th p rov in Ce i ay in confufion and errour, till Sigbercht or St- Virpir omM 

^ ^«S K 4Sin“n Jan, faith Bette, moft Chriftian SSSSSfc 

throughout, who while his Brother yet reigned living in exile in Gal, was rhere^ 
baptifed, and wlien he came to reign ma3e all his Province partaker w. h huii 
of his Faith. As a means to propagate and confirm Rehgu>n, afwdl M to culn- Um. 0 .. 3. 
vate otherwife the minds of Ills People, he ereded Schools by t ,. 

Fcelix the Bifoops, and furnilhed them with Maftersand Teachers» 

SSc^ to the Cuftome of thofe of Kent. At length he rehnqudhed his ^om to 
riche Egrick his Kinfman, who before that held feme part of it, and took upon him the 

M ° na When 1 he b had for a good fpace continued in that condition * 
tlie Eaft Angles had war with Peuda, that common Enemy of Ghrilhans, therl 
King of th e Mercians. Finding themfelves too weak for the r Enenues, to m 
courage the Souldiers, they deiired Sigebert to beprefentat Fight, and wto e 
flatly refufed, they drew him by force out of the^Monafteryand \jteedhxmm 
the Battel, prefuming that the Souldiers under the Eye of nim,wno liad late y 
been a moft^valiant and Martial Captain, would not dare to think of Flight. 

Wii° were J h ^ mindfull of his profeflion, and in the midft of great Arms would one y 
bear aRodTn his Hand, a P nd in that pofture 

After him wk- In the Kingdom iucceeded Anna me zonoitinus^ good himfelf, 

»m, who had write , but Beda onely fays he was of the Royal Race; a tenon gooa im » 

the thnie fare. a 
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Se< 5 b 7. an d a father of as good an Off-fpring. Of him Beda faith he Ihould fpeak more 
afterward, but we do not find him lb good as his word, it’s well he tells us at. 
prefent, that he alfo was flain by that furious Peuda. By the Off-fpring he means 
the three Daughters that this Auna left, whereof Etheldritha was married to two 
Husbands yet died a Virgin, Edelburga was firft a Nun, and then Abbels of her 
Houfe at Brigce or Bruges a Monaftery in Gall, as Malmesbury terms it, and Sex- 
burga was the Wife of Ercombert King of Kent, after whofe death fhe took the 
veil in the fame Monaftery with her Sifter Ethelreda , being accounted a Saint v 
It feemshe had no Son, for his Brother Ethelberius fucceeded him, who Cby necef-" 
fity doubrlefs was forced to doe it; for we cannot think he would doe.it of choice) 
joined with Peuda the Mercian, againft Ofwi the King of Northumberland, and 
Next Ethel - was flain with him in the Battel heretofore mentioned; Ethelwald his. Brother 
W.M took s eat} anc i by continued Succeflions devolved the Kingdom upon the Sons 
of Ethelberius. 

ImiEiwi“d ph 4 - Thefe were Adulph and Elwold, after whom one Beorna was King, to whom 

After them fucceeded one Ethelrede. His Son was Saint Ethelberht, whom Off a King of the 
Etheircde. Mercians deceitfully flew, and adjoined this Kingdom of the Eaft Angles to that 
of the Mercians. After this time faith Malmesbury, few great Men reigned in 
mwi*' Ed ~ England, becaufe of the violence of the Mercians to the time of St. Edmund, 

W'ho in the flxteenth year of his Reign, was flain by Hinguar the Pagan. From 
that time for the fpaceof fifty years, the Englijh ceafed to reign in this Countrey. 

For during nine years, the province was without any King ftill expofed to, and ha- 
Then ’twas railed by the Pagans. Afterward in Eaft Saxony, as he calls it, Guthrum the Da- 
Gwtofla by ni fi King, reigned twelve years in the time of King Alfrede. Guthrum had for his 
Dane. Succcflour a Dane too called Eoleric, who when he had governed or tyrannized four- 
After him teen years was flain by the Englijh, for the incivilities he offered them. Yet could 
Eotertc. they not for all this recover their Liberty, the Danijh Officers either oppreffing them 
Laft of all themfelves, or ufing them againft the Weft Saxo* Kings, till Edward the Son of 
expeHed the° - Alfride, expelled the Danes, and delivering the Englijh from their Tyranny, joy- 
Danes, and ned both Provinces to his Weft Saxon Empire, in the fiftieth year after the death 
ioyncdftto 0 f Sc. Edmund the King and Martyr, and of his own Reign the fifteenth. This is 
eHEmpire.^' the fliort Account we have of this Petty Kingdom of the Eaft Angles, for which 
we cannot but complain of the lettered men of thofe times, whereof we write, 
that they Ihould not take notice of, and tranfmit to pofterity thofe feveral remar¬ 
kable Pafiag es, tranfadrions of very great weight, of which we have fcarcely the 
Mens Names. This they omitted out of heedlelnefs, or rather becaufe they were fb 
mightily taken up with Monaftical lives,that little elfe could they think on, nothing 
elfe ieemed worth their w’hile. But by the Hiftory of the Mercians and Weft Sax¬ 
ons, feveral things may be more largely explained which have relation to this 
Kingdom. 


SECT. vm. 


SECT. vm. 


%he Mercian Kingdom of the Angles in Britain, from 
tbefirfi completing of it by Peuda, to the Conqueft of 
it by Egbert King of the Weft Saxons. 

The Space of Two Hundred Forty Nine Tears. 

, v , ii >T*HE Kingdom of the Mercians was completed by Peuda, a riioft valiant 5^ g 
ma King. and hardy Souldier, but as Malmesbury terms him, a Fanatick and im- 

pious Perfon, after he had till the fiftieth year of his Ag&vconquered feveral places, 
and continually warred againft his Neighbours, intheCXXXlX. year after the 
death of Hengtft, in the fifteenth year of Heraclius the Emperoor, the tenth 
bf EadbaldKing oiKent, artd the tenth of Edwin King of the Northumbrians, when 
Sigebert the Little was King of the Eaft Saxonsymd Eorpwald of the Eaftern Angles, 
i pedigree. A. D. DCXXVI. Th e Saxon Annals derive thus his Pedigree. He was the Son of 
Wibba, who had thefe Anceftours, Crida, Cunewald, Cnebba,Icele, Earner e, Angel- 
geat, Offa, Weremnd, Wightleag, Woden. ' 

a. This Kingdom a.s we faid was completed by Peuda, but others laid the Foun¬ 
dations of it, though he, forthecaule alledged, be generally accounted the firft 
King of this Province. For both Matthew of Weflminftir^ and others write, that Ad An. 585. 
the firft beginning of it was effected by Creodda a Saxtm, whom in the Genea¬ 
logy he calls Crida. The Archdeacon of Huntingdon names him Crida , who ha¬ 
ving, as far as can be known by any writings, firft, faith he, obtained the King¬ 
dom of Merce, died and left for his Succeflour his Son Wipha. This Wipha or 
Wippa, was followed by one Cherle or Keorle, who wa;s not his Son but his Kinf- 
man, but he either dying, or which is yet unlikely, relinquifhing the Kingdom to 
him, Peuda fucceeded when he had now confumed the beft of his Years, as ha¬ 
ving completed the Number of Fifty. This Kingdom being by him inlarged 
and ftrengthened, obtained the Name of Mypcnapic and Meapelonb, but for wliat 
reafohs is not agreed, a pair of the greateft Antiquaries differing about it. Hum¬ 
phrey * Lhuyd is of opinion it was named from the River Merfe, which indeed * Scxtwn An. 
running betwixt Chejhire and Lancaffire, was the North-Weftern Bound of the 
Mercians. But Cambden f deriveth it from Meapc an old Englijh word which fig- tamia Hcg- 
nified a Limit, for though it was by far die largeft Kingdom of all, yet ail die 
other bordered and confined upon it. Neither of thefe opinions are improbable, J Mcmorum ' C 
whether the River took Name from it, or it from the River; yet are not they fo dieelatur con. 
probable, but that of Wolfgangzius Laus is as ridiculous, who in that Work of his 
concerning the Migrations of Nations, affirms thefe Mercians to have been Mar- f% 'cmimit 
comanni, and their Kings Peuda, Offa, and all the reft to have reigned in theJowef 
Germany; whereas nothing is more certain by confent of all Hiftories than that 
never was there any fuch Kingdom there, and that thefe Kings and People inha*- 
bited that part of Britain, which we formerly affigned them. But the good Man 
going about to declare the Genealogies of the Kings of England, of the Norman 
Race doth it fo pitifully, fo confiifedly, fo falfly, that it appears, he neither ever 
in any good Authours either read die order of them, their Adions or their ve¬ 
ry Names, but received his home Intelligence from feme filly fellow, as a certain 
eminent Mathematician in the Geographical Chart of thislfland alfo did to their no 
fmall difparagement. And befides them Jeronymus Rigcelhu in his Ptolemy , printed 
at Venice an hundred years agoe, labouring to reconcile the ancient Names of 
places to the new, confounds feveral, that are an Hundred Miles diftant from each 
other. Of thefe Strangers therefore the Reader is to take notice, and beware. As 
for this Kingdom of the Mercians he may obferve, that it being feded, all the 
feven Kingdoms of the Englijh Saxons were now begun, 

3. Peuda 
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Soft 8. 3 - as we faid, had fpent the bed of his time before he came to be King 

w'-v-'w but the great things he performed afterward (hewed, that the greateft of his La¬ 
bours and Travels he had not pafled. No fooner had he got the Power into his 
Hands, but he improved it for the Moleftation of his Neighbours, thinking it no 
fault at all to difturb the World, to ruine Families, overturn Kingdoms, and 
dellroy a Multitude of innocent Souls, and all to gratify the humour of one Tin¬ 
gle Man, to tickle his fancy with the pitifull thought of domineering j the true 
account of the Actions of Conquerors, (or as that little one told fhe greateft of 
them ) thofe publick Pirates who rob with whole Armies and Fleets, whofe Pow¬ 
er makes their Murthcrs and Robberies lawfull, and alone diftinguifheth them 
from thofe puny ones, to which the Halter is appropriate. About the fourth or 
Ingages with fifth year of his Reign, he undertook a War againft Kinegili and Kichelm the 
£\veits«- Kin S sof the Weft Saxons, , and with very great Forces on both fides, they met 
ons . at a place called Ciranceftre , as we read it in Huntingdon , where they fought PtoknuoCe- 

a moll bloudy Battel, both the Armies as he fays having abjured Flight, and were r J l i^ ,Ant0 ' 
not to be parted, but by the darknefs of the Night • and with the next Mor- 
nings light, were about to renew their malitious fury, but that more confidera- tam “iS Mr 
ble thoughts interpofed, and they came to an Agreement. The next Adventure cZ^Anttl 
he made, was with better ( too good ) Succefs, againft Edwin the King of the Sax'ammt 
King'of'the 6 Northumbrians. Herein he joyned with Cadwalla the Britain , and (hewed that he c W en ’ 
Konhumbri- no more regarded his own Lineage than Strangers themfelves, neither yet was n 

am - moved by any Religious pretences, aflifting one Chriftian againft another, and § c*>S 

making ufe of that great Antipathy which their Religion could not re- G/occjierfbirc, 
Killing hi. Son move > to S rat !fy h , is ambitious and bloudy Defigns, wliich were prevalent in him, 
that fled to even, above all other things, which others as Heathenifh as he have accounted ci„ eg ufifu- 
him for sue- Sacred. This appeared in his perfidious killing Edfrid the Son of Edwin, 
eour. had fled to him for Succour. maximii f ot 

And feverai o- 4 ' Moreover Eorpwald the Son of Redwald King of the Eaft Saxons , whomV'^ eTef - Ma- 
ther neigh- others write to have been killed by Rickbercht, is faid by the Archdeacon o£ rianu ?% fert 
curing ras *' Huntingdon , to have been flain by him. How he killed Ofwald the King of the 7 ami?cepffli 
Northumbrians , in the Battel of Maferfeld, we have fhewed alreadyw Raging ceaulinum 
thus, and breathing nothing but (laughter, even where he wanted Provocation, ^f£ xonm 
no wonder if every little fault committed againft him was a Crime, it was fo at 
lead as to the meafure of its Punifhment infli&ed by him. Cenwalch the King of 
the Weft Saxons, having his Sifter to wife put her away, of which opportunity glad, 
after two or three Attempts he drove him out of his Kingdom, not being ible 
to refill him as his Father had done, and in exile he forc’t him to continue for 
three years. But this Profecution extended not to bloud, after which he thirfted 
afmuch as after drink in the greatefl extremity of Summer, having one would 
think, as Malmesbury exprefles it, a fenfe of fbme imminent (laughter, and the 
quality of a Raven wliich follows Armies, as having fome prefent fenfe and fmell 
of the dead Carkafles which fhortly are to fall. Therefore fet he upon Egbert 
King of the Eaft Angles , and made a (lout meal of Royal bloud, at this bout 
killing both this King and Sigebert formerly King, though now a Monk, who 
would not by taking a Sword into his Hands defend himfelf, but like a Monk died 
in the Crowd without refiftence. Another meal yet he made, and that was up¬ 
on poor Anna King of the Eaft Saxons, his Sword making but one bit, in one 
moment Huntingdon words it, devouring him and his Army, of which fcarcely 
one Man remained. Yet dill he had not done, with the fame Eafe he deftroys 
alfo Edelhere his Brother and Succeflour, as the Archdeacon relates, though elle- 
where believes another Account of this Prince which we have already commu¬ 
nicated to the Reader. Having foundly Plundred the Countrey, being now flelh- 
cd with the (laughter of fomany Kings, he went into Northumberland to hunt af¬ 
ter another, but there at the River Winwed met with his match, being dealt 
a-, iaiv is flain withall by Ofivi as he had dealt with others, being (lain in the place after he had 
oL\irt/jtm n8 Rei S ned tllir£ y A ft° uc Souldier he was, and well deferved the Sirname 

bcriand. ’ of Strenuus which was given him; yet is he not reckoned by Beda amongft thofe 
(even Princes which Reigned in eftedt over all the Kingdoms on this fide Hum¬ 
ber. But his Power muft have been Great in the feverai Kingdoms of Nor¬ 
thumberland , and Eaft England, the Kings whereof he flew, as alio in Weftfex, 
whereof he drove the King into exile. This they obferve of him with . 
much regret, that his Arms be onely turned upon his own Countreymen, fuffe- 
ring the Britains to enjoy what they had left, nay aflifting Cadwalla in the At¬ 
tempts 



tempts he had made to recover Britain , foftrong islntereft, or Humour and Ma- 8: 

lice, (Ironget than the ftrongeft Bonds of Confanguinity. 

Peada fir.’- 5. Benda being Dead, his Son Peada fucceeded to the Title, in the Sixteenth 
c-'i*. y* C ar of Ercombert King of Kent, and the Fourteenth of Ofivi, King of the Nor¬ 

thumbria; s, A. D. DCLVI. Betwixt his Family, and that of Ofivi there was a dou¬ 
ble Match. He Married his Daughter the Sifter of Alfrid, and Alfr'td the Son 
of Ofivi Married the Sifter of Peada, and Daughter of Peuda, which yet could not 
bridle the extravagant humour of this Furious Pagan , who refuted all offers made 
him, having refolved utterly to exterminate the Nation of the Northumbrians. 

Yet what if we fay there was fome Generofity in the Pagan , and that what he 
did was to reftore Ethilwald the Son of Ofwald to his Father’s Kingdom ? For- this chroniem 
Ethilwald % as Beda calls him, or Dilwald as others, the Son of Ofwald, who as 
they fay'ought to haveaffifted his Uncle, was on the other fide, and having led Merciorum. 
an Army of Pagans againft: his Countrey when the Battels joined, drew off, arid 
expedled the ifliie in a fafe place. But how little foever Peuda was moved by the 
Alliance we now mentioned, Ofwi (hewed how great a fenfe he had of it, when ch %„. fban. 
having now Conquered the Kingdom of the Mercians , and held it for three years, Bromion. 
after his Death, as fome fay, he bellowed on Peada his Son-in-Law the Southern 
Mercians, which as we have formerly faid were feparated from the Northern by 
Who is made the River of Trent. However kind he was, his Daughter was as unnatural, for 
away by his p ea j a w hen he had fcarcely Reigned two years, was by his Wife’s means they 
JJjJJ Trea_ fay made away, after which for three years more the Mercians were fubjea to 
o/?w'Governs. Ofivi, and by him brought over to the Chriftian Faith. Thefe years being expi- 
Then ml- red, the Nobility Rebelled againft him, and fet up for King Wulthere the Son of 
there. peuda. He is faid to have Inherited his Father’s Valour, and being endowed with 
excellent Qualities both of Body and Mind, to have by all means laboured to 
difeharge himfelf well of the expe&ation the People had of him. At the begin- 
wiio Routs ning of his Reign he was hard let by Cenwald King of the Weft Saxons, whom 
the King of at i en oth yet he overpowred, and after a great overthrow in a pitched Field in- 
tZf vaded, fa walled his Kingdom, and marching through it with a great Army, took 
Taking from from him the Ifle of Wight , which he kept not long in his hands, giving it to 
Wm theifleof gthelwald King of Sujfex, whom having perfwaded to embrace Chriftianity, he 
tgt ‘ took up from the Font,as the Phrafe of the Ancients was, or, as we fay, was God - Ds Sacra fin: 
father to him. One tells us, that together with this Ifle of Wight , he gave him ZndesStar 
in token of this Adoption a great Province of the Pari belonging to the Wef- diSw. 
tern Saxons as one now hath it, whereas in * Beda, from whom he took it, is 
read. The Province of the Meanvari , or as fome Copies have it, the Mevari in , fulam dedie 
But Meanvari feems to be the better Reading, thefe being a People that Inha -.fibiVeciam& 
bited a Part of Hampfhire, not far from Portfmouth, but farther within the Land. 

Their Habitation as yet having fcarcely changed the Name at this day, is div i- provinciam 
ded into three Hundreds, called Meanf-lorovo , Eafl-mean , and Weft-mean : and a- 
mongft them there mounts up an high Hill, invironed on the top with a large cTrZic. fib. 
Rampire, and they call it Old Winchefter ; at which by Report there flood in Bromton- 
Old Time a City, but now nothing remaineth of it: fo as a Man would eafily * Lib - 4 ' 
judge it to have been a Summer-ftanding Camp, and nothing elfe. 

Marries. 6. Wolf ere Married Ermenilda the Daughter of Ercombert King of Kent, by his 

Wife Sexburga the then Heir apparent of her Father’s Kingdom ; and by her 
pious Care and Infinuations two good things were brought to pafs, viz. the Jutes 
of Kent, and the Angles of Mercia became in Friendflnp as it were one People 
l after her Father’s Death, though we know another fucceeded in the Kingdom, and 
the Pa^anilh Superftition w as abolilhed throughout their Territories. By her he had 
a Son named Kinrede, and Werburg a Daughter, who became a Nun. He Reigned 
nineteen years, and had gone with a clear report from off the ftage, b»’t that he 
is accufed of j s notec j to have been the firft King of the Englifk Saxons that committed Symo- 
Symony, and [^ v [ n g fold the Biflioprick of London, (which at this time therefore was in 
Etheirede fuc- his Power) though Seated in the Kingdom of the Eaft Saxons, to one Wina an 
cetxls - ambitious Mau. To Wolf ere fucceeded Etheirede , or Adelrede another of Peu- 
da\ Sons, in the Second year of Lotharius King of Kent, and the fifth of Eg- 
frid King of Northumberland, A. D. DCLXXV. Malmsbury Writes, that he was 
more famous for Religion than Fighting, contenting himfelf with one eminent 
Expedition into Kent, to make known his valour to the World. The reft of his 
time he fpent without Acftion, only Egfrid King of the Northumbrians ambitioully 
pafling the Bounds of his own Kingdom, by a Battel, and therein the Death of his 
Brother Elf via, he admoniihed, and taught more moderation and fobriety. So 

Y the 
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Se< 5 t. 8. r h e Monk with hisonely’s makes notable exceptions to what at firft he laid down, 
as a general Remark upon this King. The Archdeacon of Huntingdon tells us with 
more circumftance, that Edelrede the New King of Mercia role up againlt Lotair 
an ’expcOitfon King of Kent-. that Lotair dreading his Grandfather’s and his Father’s Valour, 
into Kem- turned afide, and would not make any oppofition, lo that he deltroyed the City 
“CT of R fchefier, (as we mull take it) and ranging all along the Province of Kent, 

Bgckefter. carried back with him an unfpeakable quantity of Booty. As to what happened 

betwixt him and Egfrid he adds, that in the Third year of. Centmin King of the 
Weft Saxons a Comet appeared for three Months together, ftuning every Morn¬ 
ing like another Sun. That in the year following Egfrid (or Egferd as he calls 
Kinll'of the lli,r Q and Edelrede fought a mighty Battel near to Trent, and there was Bain 
SCorthum- Ahvin , Egferd ’s Brother, a Young Man, much beloved in both the Provinces. 

Irian. This enmity rofeamongft them though Edelrede had Married their Sifter Oflrith; 

and being once rifen it was hard to get it down, this bloud adding to its vehe¬ 
mence, as Oil to the flame. For everyday offences and mifapprehenftons were mul¬ 
tiplied betwixt thefe two fierce Kingdoms,threatning deftrudtion to them both,but 
, the endeavours of Theodore the Bilhop at laft took up the quarrel by this accom¬ 
modation, that no bloud Ihould be required for the bloud of the King’s Brother, 
but onely a fum of Money paid him. This he might the better doe, becaufe as 
Malmesbury tells the ftory, he was the Aggreftbur. 

STs ( 5 c- k> 7 Ethelrede ? fter tlie twenty ninth year of his Reign, turned Monk in Bardney 

cccded by Abby, whereof at length he Died Abbat, and there was Buried. In his King- 
Ks»rede. dom fucceeded Kenrede , or Coinrede his Kinfman, the Son of his Brother Wol- 
fere, in the fifth year of the Emperour Tilerius Apftmarus, the eleventh of Wi- 
rhrede King of Kent , the ninteenth of Alfrede King of the Northumbrians, 

Who a flumes < L D ' DCCIIr - As he fucceeded him in his Kingdom, fo in the Monaftical Life, 
die like Habit. for when he had Reigned but five years he went to Rome and there turned Monk, 
taking along with him Offa the Son and Succeftour, if he had thought good of 
Sigebert King of the Eaft Saxons, who alfo was enamoured of, and affumed the 
Then Celt*!,. Habit. After him Reigned Ceolrede or Celrede the Son of his Uncle Ethelrede, 
who as he was wonderfull for his valour againlt King Ina , fo was miferable in 
his ludden death, for having reigned no more than eight years, he was buried at 
Who was bu- Lichfield, leaving Ethelbald his Heir, his Nephew by his Brother Aim. Ethel- 
fall ; il1 • ^ld i s characteriz’d a valiant and a vehement Man, yet did he govern, faith 

Next Ethel- Malmesbury, both a long time and in great peace and quietnefs. But for all this chronic. 

k-iM- Peace we are told by others, that Adelard King of the Weft Saxons endeavoured by -® rom ton quo 

force to conquer his Kingdom, and to that purpofe fought a Battel with his Son 
Ofivald, who having fuftained his fury a good fpace, when he faw he was utterly 
unable to bear up agairjft fo numerous Forces betook himfelf to a fair Retreat, and 
thereby preferved Ins Father’s Territories. After this Ethelbald the moft valiant 
Who Ecficges King of Mercia w'ith a terrible Army laid fiege to the Town of Somerton, the in- 
aad habitants whereof receiving no fuccour he quickly became Mailer of it, and from 
this time forward became fo eminent for his Arms amongft his Contemporaries, 
th at he caufed to liibmit to him all the Provinces Southward of Humber, with their 
Kings. This Somerton Handing upon the River Farret had indeed formerly a Cafi- 
tie of the Weft Saxon Kings, through the Walls of which Ethelbald is laid to have 
forced a Breach. But now Time hath fo gotten the Maftery of it, that there is 
no appearance at all of it, and the very Town it felf would have much adoe to Cambden in 
keep rhe Name, were it not for a Fair of Oxen and other Cattel, there kept from * 4 *- 
Palm Sunday till the midft of June, w'ith good Refort of People, the Countrey- 
mcn thereabout being very great Grafiers. Yet being famous in Ancient times, 
and of all others moft frequented, it gave Name to the Shire which Ajferius e- 
very where calls Somertunenfis. Some indeed have thought it called Somerfetjhire, 
bccaufc the Air is Mild and Summer-like there ; and in that fenfe the Weljh Bri¬ 
tain at this Day call it Gladerhaf But this Name they borrow from the En- 
glijh Tongue: and however in Summer time it may be a Summer-like Countrey, 
in Winter it may as truly be called Winterfet, fo wet, fo miry and moorifh it is, 
as Travellers to their very great trouble and inconvenience do find. 

8. But Ethelbald growing proud upon his fuccefs, and preferring Violence be- 
Inv.ules the fore Juftice, between fuch time as Ceolwulf King of the Northumbrians had forfaken 
Northum- liis Crown for a Cowl, and the lucceflion of Egbert, took his opportunity, and in 

bn.ms. an hoftile manner invaded that Kingdom, whence having got vaft plunder, he re¬ 

turned, finding none to refill him. This proud Ethelbald again, faith our Writer, 
when Adelard the King of the Weft Saxons was dead, often difturbed his Succef- 

fbur 
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f^iTTvith f 0 u r a nd Kinfman Cudrede, fometimes with open hoftility, and otherwhiles by Sett. 8. 
cudrede King filing U p his Subjedis to Seditious Attempts. Various was their fuccels in the 
oF the Weft fometimes the one and now the other havingthe advantage, and now would 

" ’ they conclude a Peace, and then again violate, it by hoftile A&s. At length m 
the fourth year of Cudrede, they Teemed fo heartily accorded, that with joint force 
they fetupon the Britains, and defeated them, though their multitudes were in¬ 
numerable. Yet again they fell at variance, and Cudrede not able to bear the 
Exadtionsand Infolence of Ethelbald, in his thirteenth year took courage, and 
met him at Bedford , trailing much to the skill and courage of Edelhtm a ^ flout 
Captain he brought along with him. Ethelbald the King of Kings, befides his 
Mercians and other Forces, brought along with him the Eaftern Saxons, the 
Andes , and the Kentifh Men. The Battels being formed and ready to join,. Edel- 
him leading on the Weft Saxons, andbearing the StmterAoS Cmdred* which was 
a Golden Dragon, called upon the Standard Bearer of Ethelbald, challenging him 
Bat it worked it feems to a Combat. Hereupon the Weft Saxons Ihoutedand weremuch encoura- 
E£Ek ged, andthe Armies joined. A moft bloudy Conteft began and * long tune con- 

Battei. finued, the fuccefs being doubtfiill. But God who refifteth the Proud, as orn 

Authour obferves, waspleafed to abate the haughtmels of Ethelbald, miorn^ 
that he himfelf firft of all ran away, and from this time to his Death fufferedhle 
nothing he undertook to profper. Yet in the Tecond year after this Battel ha¬ 
ving recruited himfelf, he would again try his fortune, and fought another molt 
bloudy Battel with the Weft Saxons at a place called Secandune, where being 
inthp next forely diftreffed, and draining as formerly to flye, he was Bain, and buried at 
llain. Repandune. And fo faith Bromton, this moft valiant King when he had Reigned 
one and fourty years (not in fuch profound Peace furely as the Monk of Malmf- 
bury writes) was punilhed for his exceffive Pride, and from this tune the Kmg- 
c , dom of the Weft Saxons became ftronger. This Secandune though it flounlhed 
Sre in the Times of the Saxons is now almoft quite gone, and at this time is caUed 
KPMdune. Seckinton in Wamickjhire. Repandune from a great and fair Town is alfo become 
a poor and fmall Village, at this day called Repton upon the River Trent, where 
it takes in the Rivolet Dove. This it is, though in former Ages it was famous 
both for the Burial of Ethelbald, of other the Mercian Kings : , and the Calami¬ 
ty of Burthred the laft of them, who here was deprived of his Kingdom, as we 
fhall fee in its due place. . ,, n T j 

o. But whereas by the Chronicle of Bromton it would appear that Ethelbald 
was Bain by his Enemies, it is generally affirmed by other Writers, that being a 
good King he loft his. Life by the Treachery of his own bad People, for he was 
m the Army ftabed by Beared or Beornrede, who immediately ufurped, taking 
Wu- the title of King upon him. But not long he enjoyed the title. For ashe^an, 

Turps. f 0 he continued his Rqign like a Tyrant, • whieh fo mcen&d the People,^tiiat Noble, 
and Ignoble together, they united themfelves, and under conduct of Offa a. molt 
valiant young man prefently unking’d him, fomefay by driving him away, 
others by taking away his Life, and bringing him to fuch an end as the murther 
Upon whofe of Ethelbald had deferved. 0 fa for his pauis w^ made Kmg, m eigliteenth 
Death off* is vear c f conflantmus Copronymu?, the tenth of Edtlbert King©*- Kent, the firltana 
made King. J ™ c f o 3 Kingoftfie Northumbrians. A- D. pCCLVIlh He was «he ffiih m mj 
defeent from iWa. as Malmcshry writes, yet others inhis Pedegroc, whichthey 
derive from Woden, make no mention at aU of Peuda. He was a Prince of extra- pcctv. 
ordinary conduft, courage and fuccefs which for a longtime he mangel and 
enjoyed together. The firft Aiftion of hnn we meet with was his fubduing by J 
Arms a ceruiin People called Hefiings, concerning whom we know nothing, and Bromton. 

Who engages therefore can fay nothing farther. Much about the fametime hefoughtjith 
with AMek. Alrick King of Kent, at a place called Ottanford, now Qtford, m Kent upon tne 
King Of Kent. R - ver jy arent more famous afterward for an overthrow of the Danes, and longer 
after that for an Houfe of the Kings. What fuccefs he had at this place the An- 
nals do not tell us, but ft feems it was fuch as encouraged him the yeft following Jjep Cyne- 
to engage againft Kinwulf King of the Weft Saxons at a pkee railed Binfintm, Op 
And takes which Town he took. It is that which is now called Benfort, St?ymb 

Binfmgton Thames in Oxfordfhire, by Marian, find to be a Royal ViBage, whp r^rK that R y n ^ qcun 
Kme Ceaulin took it from the Britains in the year DLXXJI. and that dfoWeft 

held pbfl^oh of it for two hundred years, till Offa thinking it woirid beboth for ^ one 
his commodity and honour that they fhould have noAing on this fide the River, tun . 
wone it and fobjedled it to his own Kingdom. At this day it goes a Village 
onely, and not long fincehad an Houfe of the Kings hard by, called of certain 

Y a, times, 
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Se<5t. 8. Elmes, Ewelme , commonly New Elme, Ibmetime a fair place, but fuffered to go 
to mine, being not very wholfome by reafon of a foggy Air arifing from a Hand¬ 
ing Water adjoining. 

10. As to the reft of the A&ions of Offa, we may take that obfervation of the 
Monk of Malmesbury, who when he compared them with thofe we have related,and 
with others, remained doubtfull, whether he fliould approve of or dilprove his courfe 
in general. In one and the fame-man, fo many vices were palliated withvertues, 
and fo many vertues fucceeded vices, that you would think you had to deal with 
a very Proteus. Ingaging with Kinwulf\ King of the W eQ:-Saxons, in open War, 
he eafily obtained the Victory, though that Prince was no contemptible Warriour. 

This fame man, faith he, imagining that treachery would doe him moft fervice, 
having by great allurements of fair promifes, drawn to his Court King Etbellirht , 
BcbeadsEfW- on a Hidden, and when he never could imagine fuch Villany, caufed him to be 
zes\n nd the* cut ^ 10rter ky the Head, and unjuftly feized on Ills Kingdom of the Eaft Angles, 

Kingdom Of wherein he built a Caftle for bridling the Inhabitants, the Ruines whereof may be 
the Eaft An. f een upon a^day Hill, at the Town ftill from him called Of ton in Suffolk. After this 
gks ' he commands him for Ihrining the Reliques of Sr. Alban, and blames him for rob¬ 

bing feveral Churches, and amongft others, that of Malmesbury, which makes 
the Authour not a little concerned. Finding his carriage in thefe affairs, and his 
handling of his People to be of perilous confequence, to fence himfelf againft 
the worlt occurrents, he courted much his Neighbour Princes. Toj Brit brick 
His Alliance*. King of the Weft Saxons, he married his Daughter Ethelburga , Charles the Great 
alfo, King of the Franks, with frequent Embaflies he made his Friend, though dif¬ 
ficultly could he bring him to what he defired ; for formerly there had been miff- 
. understanding betwixt them, and fo high it had flown, that commerce was for¬ 
bidden on both fides. The Er.glifl) in thefe times travelling to Rome, were very 
muchmolefted, not onelyby theSaracens, who poflefled theftraits of the Alpes, 
but the Subjects allb of Charles inhabiting both Gall and Italy. Hereof he com¬ 
plained, and with much adoe procured a Peace and friendly correfpondence, , 
which the fumm of Charles his Letter, wherein he ftiles himfelf King of the Franks -dpud Mat. 

■ and Lombards, and Patritian of the Romans, directed to the Reverend man, and his 
moft dear Brother Offa King of the Mercians , doth fufBciently teftifie j in what WspZLJn. 1 ' 
year written it’s uncertain, but probably about the time of Offds death. Condi. p. 315. 

1 r. “ Herein after thanks given to Almighty God,for the fincerity of the Catho- 
“ liek Faith which he found in his Papers, lie gives leave to fuch as go on Pil- 
“ grimage to Rome, to pals freely and peaceably through his Dominions. But in 
“ cafe any be found among them, who go not upon a Religious account, but for 
“ that of gain, at convenient places, they muftpay their Tolls. He grants alfothat 
“ Merchants have lawfull Patronage, promifing them Rtdrefs of their grievances 
“ upon application to liim or his Miniuers. And his Epiftle he concludes with 
“ acquainting him, what * gifts he had fent to the Churches in his Dominions, *Munerajie 
“ together with one Belt, an Hunnilh Sword, and two fdken Vefts unto himfelf. e ^nretMur 
Such was the kindnefs at laft procured betwixt Charles and Offa, which ftood Prifihsquidm. 
him in fuch Head, that notwithstanding, he had many Enemies, who ceafed ft Cankdma 
not to attempt .much againft him, yet hefpent his time in great eafe and pro- iff 

Make* hi* Son fperity, and made his Son Egfrid, whom he left his Succeflour, to be accounted mt. 

Kingdom" the King before he died. But of all his Actions, none is more memorable than the cfc- 
He is famous making of a Ditch, which with admirable work and labour, he caufed to b e mens, feridtq-, 

. .for making a eaft from the mouth of Dee unto Weymouth, for the fpace of fourfeore and ten retell*. , 

’ MileSj to feparate the Britains from his Angles or Englijh Men. Hereupon in 

Britifb it is called Claudh Offa, or Offa his Ditch, and a f Townfome feven Miles cretakgmmr. 
from Radnor, from this. Ditch which lies under it, had the Britijh Name of tre- r flt Tnua ' or<: 
fy Claudh, afterward changed into Trebuclo, in Englijh called Knighton. Towha V^umer^tue, 
we have already faid of this Work, we lhall add, though by way of arfticipa- indomitor 
tion, what John of Salisbury writes in his Polycraticon. Harold ordained a Law, 
that what Weljhman fbever Ihould be found without a Weapon on this fide the li- pattatarM- 
mit he had fet them, that is to fay, Offds Dike, Ihould have his right Hand cut »<*>>«/&»«» 

■ off by die King’s Officers. . . , B 

12. For the main, Offa Co carried himfelf, that he may be accounted of the Silur. 
HuCharadUr. fttll: Rank of thefe Englijh Saxon Kings, during the Heptarchy. The grand flaw 
in his Efcutchion, is the Murther of Ethelbert King of the Eaft Angles , and yet 
Authours of goed credit lay, that coming to woe his Daughter, he wasfobafely 
made away by the procurement of Queendred, Offds Wife, a Woman that more 
valued the Countries of Eaft England , than the honeft and honourable match of 

her 
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her Child. But by his Martyrdom (fuch it was efteemed) great acceflion Se<ft. 8. 
of Wealth and Reputation came to the City of Hereford, for being regiftred in 
the Catalogue of Martyrs, there he had a Church built and dedicated to him by 
Milfrid, a petty King of the Countrey, wherein when a Bifhops See was efta- 
bliftied, it grew very rich, firft through the devout liberality of the Mercians, 
and then of the Weft Saxon Kings, who at length came to be poflefled of it. Off 
Wasburiedat j a |j e j n g <^4 after a Reign of thirty nine years, was buried at Bedford, in a 
Bedford. Chapel without the Town, on a Bank of the River Oufe, in a Royal manner. 

But it’s a conftant T radition,iaith Matthew the Flower gatherer, of all the Countrey jdAnn. 797. 
to this day, that the faid Chapel, by long wearing, and die violence of the 
River, was overthrown, and by its rapacity, together with the King’s Sepulchre, 
thrown down into the water. Whereupon, till this prefent time, the faid Sepul¬ 
chre, by fuch as wafli themfelves in that place, feems to appear deep in the water, 
and yet at another time, although it be moft diligendy fought after, as if the 
Egfrid Reigns thing was fatal, cannot be found. Egfrid his Son, who had been Partner with 
alone. him in the Kingdom, for the fpace of eight years, upon his death became foie 
Pofleflour of it, being commended by Churchmen for treading in his Father’s 
Heps. For he confirmed whatfoever he had given to pious ufes, and what out of 
covetoufnefs he had taken away, he freely caufed to be reftored. And more he 
had done, had he continued any longer time. For on the hundred and forty firft 
Die*. day after his Father’s deceafe, he departed this life, to the exceeding great grief of 

all his Subje&s. Being fo well inclined, and dying in the flower of his Age. Al- 
cuin a Man famous in thofe days, an Englijh Man, and the moderatour of the Stu¬ 
dies of Charles the Great, in an Epiftle to Ofbert a Patritian or Nobleman, wrote Malmesb. qul 
that lie did not believe he died for his own fins, but becaufe his Father ha AFT^ 
feed much bloud to eftablifli his Kingdom. 

f 13. To Egfrid fucceeded Kenulfeox Ceolwulfe, as the Saxon Annals call him, de- 
ceeds. UC ’ feended in the filth degree from Kehwalcb the Brother of Peuda, in the laft year of 
Conftantinus Porphyrogenitus the Emperour, who wasdepofed, and had his Eyes put 
out by command of his Mother Irene, the firft of Cuthrede King of Kent , the 
fecond or third year after the death of Ethelrede, the laft (in reality) King of the 
Northumbrians, A. D. DCCXCVI. The Monk of Malmesbury defcribes him to 
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us as a great Man, as one whofe Vertues were greater than his Fame, who never 
did any thing which malice could juftly tax, was at home Religious, in War victo¬ 
rious, a man whofe praifc defervedly will mount on high fo long as there lhall 
be found a fit Judge thereof in England, to be commended not onely for the ful> 
limity of his Throne, but the humility ;of his mind, which in his greateft profpe- 
rity was eminently remarkable. Againft the Inhabitants of Kent from Offa he re¬ 
ceived a fucceflive Enmity, which caufed him in the firft year of his- Reign to 
invade that Courtrey, wherein after much wafte made, he took Edbright firna- 
med Pren, and carried him bound, along with him. To this Relation of Mab 
mesbury Roger de Howden adds, that he commanded his eyes to be plucked out* 
and in great Pride and Cruelty his hands to be cut off: This done, he laid 
the Kingdom of Kent to his own Dominion, fetting upon his own Head a Crown, 
and holding a Sceptre in Ills Hand, Yet. Malmesbury affirms, that not long af¬ 
ter being touched with mercy to'the Captive King, he fet him at liberty. For 
at Winchelcombe (faith he) where he built a Church, which at this day ftandeth, 
on the day of the Dedication thereof, he manumitted or fet free the Captive before 
the Altar,there exhibiting a memorable Spectacle of his Clemency. At the Solem¬ 
nity was Cuthrede prefent, whom he had made King over the Inhabitants of Kent, 
and then and there applauded his Royal Munificence. The Church was filled with 
Applaufe and rejoycing, and the Streets were thronged with. People. Forafmuch 
as in a Meeting of thirteen Bilhops and. ten Dukes, none that defired to tafte of 
his bounty was reje&cd, all went away with their Pouches full. For befides the 
Gifts he gave to the Nobles, which both for value and number were ineftimable 
in Utenfils, Garments, and choice Horfes, to fuch as had.no Land he gave a Pound 
of Silver, to Priefts a Mark of Gold : To Monks one Solidus a piece, and marly 
things to all the Inferiour Multitude. And when he had indowed the Monaftery 
with fo great Revenues as at this time may feem incredible, in the twenty fourth 
year of his Reign he honoured it with his own Funeral. His Son Reuelme a very 
Child and Innocent being murthered by his Sifter Quendrida, obtained both the 
Name and Honour of Martyrdom, and there alfo refteth. So much Malmesbury. 

The place he mentions is Winchelcombe, a great Town and well inhabited in G/o- Cambden. 
cefterfhire. Indeed a Man would ifcarcely believe how much this Abby was fre¬ 
quented 
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quented in ancient times for the Relicks of this Kenelme , a Child of feven yeirs 
old, whom his own Sifter, to get the Inheritance unto her felf, fecretly made a- 
way, and our Fore-fathers regiltred in the Rank of Holy Martyrs. The Territory 
adjoyning was of old reckoned a Sheriffdom or County of it felf, till fuch time 
as Edric, firnamed Strecna, that is the Getter or Gainer, who firft under King 
tAdtbeldred, and afterward under Cnute or Canute governed as Viceroy the whole 
Kingdom of England, adjoyned it to the Shire of Glocefler. 

14. Kenulfe by his Wife Alfritha had this Son, thus murthered by his own Si¬ 
fter Quendrida, , and another Daughter called Burgenilda. The manner how the 
Murther was committed, and how it was difeovered, was this, which you muft 
take upon the truft of William of Malmesbury and Matthew the Flowergatherer. 

“ The Boy was committed to an Attendant, who carrying him into a Wood un- 
“ der pretence of Hunting, cut off his Head and hid his Body in the Thickets. 

“ A wonderfuU tiling it was that a thing done fo privately in England, Ihould be 
“ known at Rome, but fo it came to pafs by Divine Revelation. For upon the 
“ Altar you muft know of blefled Peter Prince of the Apoftles, a white Dove let 
<e fall a certain Paper, which in order difeovered both the death of St. Kenelme 
“ King and Martyr, and alfo the place of his Burial. The Schedule being written 
“ in Englijh in Golden Letters, the Clerics that were prefent at the Command of 
“ the Pope attempted toreade, but in vain. But as it happily came to pads an An- 
“ gel flood by and Interpreting it in Latin, caufed the Reman Prelate by an Epi- 
“ Ale to give notice to the Englijh Kings of their Compatrjpt Martyr. Amongft 
other things this was found written in the Paper. Jn Clenc kon bath Kenelm kyne- 
bearne litb under tborne beaued by reaued .- That is. In the Coxo-pajlure Kenelme Son uumlm^hn 
of the King lies under a Thorn beheaded,\ by the head. The Body of the blefled mods ’ 
Martyr being thus miraculoufly difeovered to the Engjijh Kings, in a great Aflem- f? 
bjy of Clerks and Nohles, was taken out of the Hole and carried to Winchelcombe. ndmK&i 
The Paricide (faid he) or rather Fratricide (his Sifter) being vexed at the ling- Bern > li & 
ing and noife of the People whichrejoyced at the finding out of fo great a Martyr, 
put her head out of a Window, and by faying a Plalm backward indeavoured to v 
inchant and difturb them, but as Ihe w’as finging both her eyes fell out of her 
Head upon the Book Ihe held in her hand. Still to this day, he adds, the Pfalter 
it felf fet in Silver, and befmeared with the bloud of the Eyes, gives teftimony of 
this Puniihment. So much of this Boy, King, and Martyr. Thus much we may 
be certain of, that the Murtherer, however theVillany was difeovered, reaped not 
the fruit of her Ambition as Ihe intended. For after this Kenelme , Ceolwulfe his 
Uncle, the Brother of Kenulfe , fucceeded in the Kingdom of the Mercians , which 
henceforth was in a tottering condition, and little or nothing memorable, or 
which deferved notice, afterward is to be found concerning it, befides the mere 
Names and Succeflions of a few Kings. Ceolwulfe reigned but two, fome fay but 
one year, and then was driven away by Bermlfe. This Bernulfe in the third year 
of his Reign, yet durft adventure to graple with Egbert King of the Weft Saxons, 
with whom he fought a bloudy Battel at a Place called' Ellandune, but was defea- Sax. Annul 
ted. This Ellandune is now called Wilton, fituate upon the River Willey, whence ad A}U 
it hath taken its latter Name, and imparted it to the whole Shire, called Wiltfhire, SSfSJJ’ • 
of which it fome time was the Head. In the Saxon times it mightily flourilhed. 

The Panes forely diftrefled it, yet fell it not fo much to decay till the Biihops of 
Salisbury turned another way the common Road, which formerly lay through it 
into the Weftern Countries. Then by degrees fell it to ruine, and now is but as 
it were a fmall Village, having nothing to boaft of but a Mayor and a very fihe 
Houfe of the Earls of Pembroke, railed out of theRuines of the old Monaftery. 

But moll overtopped it was by Sorbiodunum,ind now by Salisbury, which arofe out 
of the Ruines oi this laft mentioned City. But as for its Name of Ellandune, one ramlden 
rationally conjectures, that this River Willey is the fame with Alan, which Ptolemy 
mentions in this Coaft of the Countrey. 

1 j. The defeat received by Bernulfe at Ellandune, was but a prelude to a grea¬ 
ter Mifchief, which happened to him the fame year. Off a as we have faid had 
feized on the Kingdom of the Ealt Angles, whither he now repairing as to part of 
his Dominions, the Inhabitants met him in the Field and flew him, then doubting 
what might be the Confequence, for fear of the Mercians they lubmitted them- 
felves both King and People to the Sovereignty of Egbert. After him was King one pep Lute- 
Ludecan, who keeping in his mind the Infolence of the Eaft Angles, after two can Mepc- 

, , naCyning 
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years Reign prepared to be revenged on them, but failed in the attempt, being flain Sea. j>. 
with his five Captain., or as the Saxon hath it, his Aldermen. To him fucceed- 
T hm »«• cd one Wiglaf or Withhf, who was prefently expelled_by Ezltrt, and three years 
continuedin Exile. At theend thereof being touched wtth Cotnjmffion, Egl'rt 
fufTered Iiirnto return, but to hold the Kingdom of him as his Tributary Vaflal, 
paving him and his Son the thirteen years he reigned a lira of money. In the 
Serthulfe. f a me Capacity reigned Berthulfe his Succeffour, and juft fo long a time, who at 

Bnrhtdc. laft by the Danijh Pirates was driven beyond the Seas. After this Burhede -having 

Married Ethelfuida the Daughter of King Athulfe the Son of Egbert by fo great 
an Alliance comforted himfelf both againft his Tributary Eftate and the frequent 
Depredations of the Pirates. But after twoand twenty years he was conftramed 
.by them to quit his Countrey, whence he betook himfeff to Rome and there died, 
and at the Englijh School in St. Marys Church was buried. His Wife he left behind 
him, but Ihe afterward followed him into Italy and died at Pavia. Then was 
the Kingdom of the Mercians by the Danes delivered to one Selivujfe the Servant 
A'fredo. 0 f Burhrede, but during pleafure. After a few years Alfrede the Nephew of Eg¬ 
bert obtained it. He Married Elfieda Sifter to Edward the Elder,who after her death 
laid the Kingdom of the Mercians to his own Dominions ; Then this Principality 
which (faith Malmesbury') by the madnefs of a Pagan man fuddenly flou¬ 
rilhed, through the miferable fluggiftmefs of half a man utterly withered and 
came to nought: In the Eight Hundred and Seventy Fifth Year of our 
Lord. 


S E C T. IX. 

The Kingdom of the Wefi Saxons. From the beginning 
thereof by Cerdlck, to the heath of Egbert the firft 
Englilh Monarch. 

The fpace of Three Hundred and Eighteen years. 


r. / T V HE Kingdom of the Weft Saxons, than which (faith Malmesbury) Bri - 
| tain never law any more magnificent or of longer continuance received 
its beginning from one Cerdick, and prefently arrived at an high pitch of Great- 
nefs. This man being by Birth a German, and Nobly descended, as the Tenth from 
Woden , having by homebred Confli&s molded his Mind to a warlike Temper, 
refolved to quit his Countrey and become famous by his Arms abroad. Having 
fully fetled his Refolutions, he communicated his mind to his Son Cynrick, who 
was* in all glorious Actions no farther behind him than that treading in his lteps 
Cerdick. and he feemed to tread uponliisHeel. He eafily confenting to the Expedition into Bn- 
his Son Cyn. t ; t i iey came with their Forces in five Keels, in the Four hundred and ninety 
nek arnve. vfia J of QUr Lor( j j w hich was the fifth of the Emperour Anaftafius , the 

eighth of Esk King of Kent , the fifth of <^lla King of the South Saxons, , in the 
days of Clodoneus the Firft King of the Franks, in the Confulihip of ^rniltus 
and Viator. His Pedigree is thus drawn from Woden ; Bealdeag, Brandi, tithogar, 
Freawine, Wig, Gemjs, Ejla, Elefat, Cerdick or Certick. 

z. What entertainment they found at their Landing we have already told the 
Reader, and how by degrees they advanced and got ground. But this is to be 
farther obferved, that the place where he Landed was not within the Bounds of 
that Kingdom which he afterward founded, and whereof we write. For Cerdi- 
Tiie puce cefore, or Cerdicfhtre , which is ftill by the Inhabitants called Cerdikejand, lay 
Land! ** near to the old City Garianonum , which being decayed, arid no Garnfon lying 

there. 
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Se<ft. 9. there, as formerly to defend the Coaft, Cerdick there landed, and after lie had 
made fore War upon the Iceni, or that part of this people efpecially which inhabi¬ 
ted Norfolk, failed thence to the Weflern parts, where he ere&ed the Kingdom of 
the Welt Saxons. And not long after, the Saxons getting ground every where, 
in Read of Gari.monum founded a new Town in that moiit and waterifh ground 
near the Weft fide of the River Tare (by the Britains called Guerre, by the Englijh 
Saxons Gem and Jere) which from it they named Capmu^ and Liepmu^S. After 
the arrival of Port and his two Sons, which was in the feventh year, and not till 
_ _ then, Cerdick feems to have quitted thefe Eaftern parts, and incouraged by intelli- 
Saji £n *Writ- y 8 ence received from him of hisfuccefs to have bent his courfe Weft ward ,• to be 
•vvarti. lure the Battel fought W'itli Nazaleod the Britain, Authours place after the coming 
Port- hut whereas it’s ftoried that Portfmouth from this Port received its Name, 
called? l ° this was founded upon often erring Tradition. That famous Creek near which 
it ftandeth being by Ptolemy termed A/ W or the Great Haven, in refpeCt of 
its widenefs, like as that Portus Magnus in Africk , as Pliny witnefleth. Yet pro- 
bable it is that thereabout Port landed, who poffibly might take a Sirname, or 
Nickname from the place, and not the place from him. This makes it more 
probable that as Portfmouth ism that Province we call Hantjhire , the landing of 
Cerdick in the Weftern parts, after he had quitted the Eaftern, was alfo in this 
fame County. l : or hard by its Weftern bounds, where the River Avon entreth 
into the Shire, it meets with the Ford of Cerdick , or Cerdicksford, afterward cal- 
Iic over- * ec * Cer ^ e f or ^-> anc l now by contraction of the word Chardford, fo named of Cerdick 
throws the valiant Englijh Saxon. For here, faith our Antiquary, in a fet Battel he fo 

Ent.ifiu at daunted the Britains, that he not onely inlarged the bounds of his Empire, but 
Ccr.it Clifford. a ]f Q delivered an eafie War to his Pofterity, having in the year of our Salvation 
DV 1 II, after great Conflicts in this TraCt, vanquiihed the moft mighty King of 
the Britains Natanleod, called alfo Nazaleod by others, with many of his People. 

Of whofe Name likewife a fmall Region reaching to this place was termed N&- 
tanleod, as we reade in the Annals of the Englijh Saxons: which I fought very 
curioufly for, but hitherto could not find fo much as any fmall fign or token of 
that Name, neither can I guefs who that Natanleod fhould be. But moft certain 
it is , that Aurelius Amlrojius at the very fame time fought in this TraCt with the 
Saxons, with alternative Fortune, and yet thefe Chronicles of the Englijh no where 
made mention of hint- as who (a thing that I have obferved ) being over¬ 
much affectionate to themfelves, reported onely their own fortunate Battels and 
Victories, but never mentioned their Foils and Overthrows. Thus Camhden. 

3 . Concerning this the Reader muft call to mind what we have already faid 
and farther take notice that Cerdicefhore and Cerdicesford are two feveral places at 
a great diftance, the one in Norfolk and the other in Hampjhire, when he reads of 
them in the Englijh Annals. And where he finds th e Saxon Annals, and from them Cen&icer 
the Arclid .-aeon of Huntingdon ychting how Stuf and Witgar the Nephews of Certic hopa Cen- 
arrived at Certicefore, he may conclude that Certicesford is rather to be read, for ticep yoylb. 
ecr their coming he hid quitted the Eaftern parts and had fought the great Battel 
with Natanleod, except we imagine that they knew not of his quitting the Coaft 
ol Norfolk and came thitherto find him, which not being able to doe, after a 
Vuftory obtained over the Britains they betook themfelves again to their three 
Keels,and followed after • but Huntingdon writes as if by the Victory they obtain¬ 
ed over the Britains, at their landing, made the Name of Cerdic terrible, fo that 
it muft have been fought in conjunction with him. However, after this their uni¬ 
ting with him he became much ftronger and victorious, and got fuch ground of 
the Neighbouring Britains, that at length the Territories he had conquered Teem¬ 
ed to him. capable of receiving a Royal Title; yet was not this till three and twen¬ 
ty years after his coming into the Ifiand - fo valiant, nay pertinacious were the 
Britains, that they did noteafily quit their Counties nor give them up, being not 
A . . difeouraged by one or two Defeats received, but were overpowered at lait by 
Tuic ?' King. N um t;ers, however the Saxon Writers have concealed the particulars from us. But -1 ribj^an 
then did he by afluming the title of King, which was devolved upon his Pofterity, piq-aSon 
begin the Kingdom of the Weft Saxons, lo called from their fituation in the Ifland, J>ejc jeaxa 
as Gc-suyrir from Geivis his great Grandfather, a Kingdom which at length became c y ne bea J ,n 
the Kingdom of Kingdoms, conftraining all the reft to fubmit unto it. The be- 
ginning thereof fell in the fecond year of Juft in the Elder Emperour, the Conful- cbnnol. Sax* 
ihip of the Emperour himlelf and Eutharicus Cilica, in the days of Childelert King ad An. dxix. 
of the Franks, the Eighth of Otka King of Kent, A. D. DXIX, leventy one years Ccvijfu 
aiter the firft coming of the Englijh Saxons into Britain, twenty feven after the 

begin- 


After which 
he conquered 
the Ifle of 
Wight . 
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" beginning of the Kingdom of the South Saxons, feven before the beginning of SeCt. 

that of the Eaft Saxons, eight and twenty before that of the Northumbrians , and 
an hundred and feven before the beginning of Peuda the firft King (.worth notice) 
of the Mercians. By degrees it grew upon all, and at length (wallowed up the 
reft • though by its Antiquity therefore it preceded feveral of them, yet thought 
we fit to dole their number with it, together with this caution to the Reader. 

And gives it 4. Though Cerdic had affirmed the tide of King, and gave it as appears from 
to his Son t | ie Saxon Annals, to his Son Cynric, yet were not the Britains therewith affrighted, 

Cpmc ’ but more provpked to difpoflels him of what they thought they had a better right 

Hence ano- than he In the very fame year they endeavoured to unking him, for though the 
ther Engage- teI1 us that he fought againft the Britains at Cerdicesford, yet it fhould ra- 

Sc'and ther be faid thatthe Britains fought againft him, for they came to him not he to 
bis Saxons. t | lem t hi s being the place of his firft landing in thefe Parts. Henry ot Huntingdon 
tells the Story with great advantage on the lide of the Saxons, though upon what 
ground we know not, the Annals onely affirming that from this day forward. 

Royal Off-fpring ( meaning his) reigned over the Weft Saxons, and indeed that 
he had the better is probable enough, as that thereby he made fit fait on his head 
the Diadem, which he had afliimed in the City of Winchefier, as tells us the 
greater Chronicle of Thomas Radium. Seven years lie Ipent, for any thing \vc 
can find, in fortifying the Places he had already gained; but in the year that fol- 
a Third. lowed he fought another Battel with the Britains, in another place from him al¬ 

fo called Cerdicks Lea , with what fuccefs we are ignorant, but good ground 
there is to believe the Britains here victorious, becaule where the Saxons had the 
better, their Annals never ufe to be filent. Yet this muft make us think on the 
other fide, that fometimes they are modeft, becaufe after this Battel he very 
After which muc h inlarged his Bounds. For after two years he and his Son conquered the 
!he C ifle U of red Ifle of Wight, and flew many npen in the place called Wihtgaralirig, as the An- 
Wight. nals or Saxon Chronology affirms. Others tell us from thele Annals, that being jjjg* 
the firft Englifh Saxon, that fubdued the Ifiand, he granted it unto *SV/#z and Cam bd!n. 
Whitgar , who jointly together flew well nigh all the Britijb Inhabitants ( for 
few there were of them remaining) in Whitgaraburg, a Town fo called from 
Whitgar, and now by Contraction mortned into Caresbroke. 

5. But as the Annals call the Ifland by the Name of Wiht, and this Man Wiht- 
gar I cannot but fufpeCt this Name to have been the Name of his Office, andtfiat 
he'was made by his Uncle Cerdic the Keeper or Guarder of the Ifland, firft, and 
Beftows it on then four * years after, and that wherein lie died beftowed it on him, and his 
mw and Brother Stuffe Chis two Nephews) as a'Legacy, for this gift they mention the very 
stuff?. year they l'peak of liis death. From him this Town which feems to have been Ad ^ 

the place of his Refidence, received its Name as he had his Title from the Ifland. dxxxiv. 
Dies. This fame year Cerdic died, after he had reigned fixteen years, leaving all his *Me*femen- 

Kingdom except the Ifle of Wight, as Malmesbury obferves, to his Son Cynric. 

Cynric reigns This Cynric the Annals ever join with his Father, fo that he feems to have reigned Humingdo- 
alone - jointly with him before, but now came to the foie Management of that Power, 

he left him in the ninth year of JuJlinian the Emperour, in the Confullhip of fuiam><iu<efiii. 
Belifarius, the fourth year of Iremerick King of Kent, and about the ninth year Latin! did- 
after that Erkenwin had begun the Kingdom of the Eaft Saxons, A. D. DXXXV. 

For matters of War he is faid no whit to have been inferiour.to his Father,, yet To ft kmc anno 
at his beginning do we hear little of him, his great care being to prefervewhat duobm Ng»- 
he had, his Father had got already rather than by ftriving for more, when what & 
he had was not yet confirmed, he being in danger of lofing all. In his fourth mkgar wr- 
2 Eciipfesof year the Annals mention an Eclipfe of the Sun, which fell out on the fifteenth of gjgjg** 
the Sun. February, whereon that Luminary was darkened from Morning to Evening, Gard 
Two years after it wasfo darkened again on the fifteenth of June, that Stars ap- &Wardidem , 
peared till paft three ofthe Clock. Four years after, died Wightgar in the Ifle of 
Wight , and by his burial there gave Name to Wightgarabirig, as in thole days wid, utm 

6 At length we hear again of Cynric at the eighteenth year of his Reign, 

He over- his giving battel then to the Britains, as a place called Seapobypig, where he put dxxxvhl 
throws the to flight the Britijb Weljh, as the Annals now term them, they , being by this l i?™ adAn ' 
time moft of them either killed or driven into Wales, or other foreign Countries. * 

This Searobyrig called Salesbirig, being the fame which the Saxons alfo termed 
Seapyrbypig, the vulgar Latinifts Sarum, Sarisburia and Salisburialia, the Name of 
Searesbirig, having proceeded from Sorbiodunum, by addition of the Saxon word 
liypig, which fignifiesa Burge or Town inftead of Dunum, which the Britains and Ad An. DLII> 
^ Galls 
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the Sun. 
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Sect. o. Galls were wont to add to places feated on higher Ground, fuch as this Sorbiodu- 
mm was. For Sorniodur.um is by Interpretation the Dry Hill and upon an high 
Hill this City is mounted. Kinric was the firft of all the Englijh Saxons , that for¬ 
ced it after he had got a notable Vi&ory over the Britain, which fo much in- 
another'de^ coura g cd j lim > that lour years after this he and his Son Ceaulin, ingaged with 
feat at Beraiu them again at a Place called Beranbyrig. The Archdeacon of Huntingdon, , where- 
hrig. loever he had his Collections, tells the ftory with • various Circumftances. The 
Britain faith he to take off that War which lay with fuch Confufion upon them, 
and they had endured for five years, gathering together a numerous and well in- 
ilruCted Army, put themfelves into a pofture of fighting at Beranburi. And when 
they had formed nine feveral Battalia’s, which Number in War is molt conveni¬ 
ent, three in the front, three in the middle, and three in the Rere, having appoin¬ 
ted to each Body its fitting Officers, and placed their Archers, thofe that ufed 
Darts conveniently with their Horfe according to the Roman Cuftome, the,Saxons 
in one Body fell moft boldly upon them. Their Standards they caft down and 
defaced, and breaking their Lances fought it out with dint of Sword,till the Even¬ 
ing approached, the Vi&ory being ftill very doubtful!. Neither need this feem 
wonderfull, they being Men of extraordinary Stature, Vigour and Courage, al¬ 
though in our Days the Armies as well of the one as the other at the firft onfet 
are eafily put to flight; confifting now of fuch Men as both in refpeCt of their 
Stature, Vigour and Courage are inconfiderable j fo much he. As for the Place 
of the Battel, this Beranbyrig is that Town now called Banbury, fituate upon the 
River Charwell in the County of Oxford. About this Town are found Coins 
of the Roman Emperours, which argue for the Antiquity of the Place. Now 
the fame of it is for Cheefe, Cakes, and fuch like things, and lately it could fhewa 
Caftle built by Alexander Bilhop of Lincoln (for to the See of Lincoln it belonged, 
as did many other good Houfes, and Manors now fwallowed by the iniquity of 
times) who defiring to dwell ftately, rather than quietly, by his vaft Structures of 
this kind brought himfelf into many troubles. 

To Cymie 7 - Cynric died after he had reigned fix and twenty years, and wasfucceeded by 
fiicceeds Ce- Ceaulin his Son in the five and thirtieth year of Juftinian the Emperour, about the 
oulin. beginning of the Reign of Clothair King of the Franks, the fame year that E- 
tbelbert became King of Kent , the third of Alla King of the Northumbrians. A. D. 

DLXI. Ceaulin was a Man of fuch metal of warlike Enterprizes, that, as Mal¬ 
mesbury phtafeth, it to the Englijh Saxons he became an obje<ft of wonder, to the 
Britains of hatred, and to both of them theAuthour of Deftrucftion. Now had 
thefe Saxons been in Britain for the (pace of an’ hundred and twenty years, all 
which time they had been fo employed in chufing and fetJing their new Poffefli- 
ons, that having fpace enough ( a little feems much to them that have none ) 
they agreed well enough amongft themfelves, and united upon occafion-againft 
civil Wars a- them, whom their Intereft had made their common Enemies. But now having 
3 /ta P retc y wel1 Secured their new ( however got } Pofleflions, they had more lei- 

Bntain. f ure to be proud and idle, and having much, began to think they had not e- 

nough, and to envy the Conditions of one another. In the Weft and North 
they had ftill indeed work enough to defend their own, and ftill provoked by 
ambition, and Covetoufnefs to wreft more out of the Hands of the Poor diftref- 
fed Britains , but toward the South-Eaft the Coaft was clear, not a Britain left 
either to difturb or be difturbed, fo that thefe Princes having nothing elfe to 
work upon, muft needs find work amongft thofe of their own Nation,not enduring 
to be idle while they were fo employed, to be mere Gazers upon the Actions of 
others, and to hear every day of their Conquefts, Trophies and Spoils, now be¬ 
gan to feel and perceive they had bounds to their Dominions, and however 
their Clothes feemed to be wide in the Infancy of their Kingdoms, now they 
complained they were ftrait laced. The firft that betrayed this reftlefs humour, 

'Mia King of was ^bla King of the South Saxons , who as Beda tells us was the firft of thefe Lib. 2. c. 5. 
the South Kings, that commanded all the Provinces of the Englijh , lying Southward of the 
Saxcns begins. Ri ver Humber. His Kingdom was not large, and his work was narrow, having 
quickly difpoflefled the ancient Inhabitants, fo that having time to look about 
him, and leifure enough to attempt any Enterprize, he awed the reft who ftill 
aft of them except the King of Kent, , had work enough, time and ftrength little 
enough to be employed againft the Britains, to win and fettle thofe Pofleflions 
which they had already obtained, and either convenience or ambition ftill pro¬ 
voked them to obtain. They were forced to give him good words, and admit 
of his Superiority, obey his Commands without opposition. Not one blow can 
we find, this procured amongft them. » 8. He 
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8 . He being dead and gone, and his Poflerity degenerating, fome twenty years SeCt. 

Then Ethel- after Ethelbert came to be King of Kent , who receiving from his Anceftours a 
bert King of uiet p 0 fi e flion of that Canton of tlielfland, grudged himfelf thus confined unto 
K ' nt ' a Corner. Wealth and Idlenefs pricked him, and begat the Itch of ambition, 
which was vehemently provoked by this reflexion, that he was the Great, Great 
Grandchild (as we improperly fpeak, rather he his Great, Great Grandfather ) 
the Heir and Succeflour of Hengijl , that great Captain the firft Leader of the Sax¬ 
ons, the firft that gave them opportunity of obtaining this Wealth and Honour, 
to whole Sceptre it was but juft and fit, that they Ihould truckle and fubmir. 

This was a fair pretence where there was a fharp Sword to back it, but Intereft 
and prefent Pofleifion afford deaf Ears to matters of-Right, much more of Ho¬ 
nour and Reputation. Ethelbert could eafily give Laws to the South Saxons , the 
Weftern were the great objedfc of Ms Envy, which' was increafed by that oppor¬ 
tunity, which thenearnefs of their fituation fuggefted to him. While Ceaulin was 
bufied in the fettlement and inlargement of his own Kingdom, in winch Em- 
who invading ployment he had now fpent Eight years, he invades his Territories. Ceaulin his 
ceaulin is o- affairs requiring be Ihould ever be in readinefs, was not unprepared for him, but 
verthrown. fp eec jily made head againft him, and with Cutha gave him Battel at a Place called 

7 Vibbandme, where he gave him a great overthrow, Ojlac and Cnebban, his Ealdor- Anna!. Saxo- 
men or great Officers, being llain together with a great multitude of the inferiour oLxvnr” 
fort, and drove him back into his Kentijh Quarters# The Archdeacon ox Hun- j; efl Qea- 
tingdon obferves, that this was the firft War which the Kings of the Englijh Sax- lin *j Cupa 
ons waged amongft themfelves, the firft Battel fought on the account of a Civil sepuheon 
Quarrel. W 

9. Ceaulin did not purfue him into Kent, or revenge the Injury and Violence at 
this time, his main concerns lying at home againft the Britains. Notwithftan- 
ding all the Attempts of him and his Predeceflours, ftill they continued and held c ' e5en e J al . 
Ceaulin over- many Places on every fide him. Yet the firft ingagement we meet with in the {, 0 pmenon 
throws the 4 nna is of thofe that happened in his time, was that of the eleventh year of bis p:bban&une 
So pkchy Reign betwixt Cuthwulfe, whom Huntingdon calls his Brother, and confounds opjlogon 
Battels. him with Cutha, at Bedanford which Huntingdon interprets of Bedford, which Oflac|T 
now faith he is the Head of the Circumjacent Province. He came oft with Vitfto- ~J^ bban - 
ry, asaneffedt whereof he took in four Towns, Liganburk, glesburk, Benntng- DLXX i. 

tun and Egonejhan, that is fuch as afterward received thefe Names from their New 
Mailers, for Saxon they are and not Britijh. But Cuthwulfe furvived his Vitftory 
not long, dying the very fame year that thefe things happened. For fixyears af¬ 
ter this we hear of no Adftion, as if Ceaulin by his Brother’s death was deftitute of 
a Commander. But fix years after he took his Son Cuthwinc with him in his ftead, -*dA»._ 
and again made War upon the Britains, of whom were flain three Kings, Comail, ^xxxvir. 
And takes fe- Condidan and Farhtntail, at a place called Deorham, which done they fubdued three 
verai piaces,as notable Cities, *zvz. Gleawancejlre, Cyrencejlre and Bathancejler . This Deorham is 
Deorbam, a h tt le Town in Glocejlerjhire, not far from Severn, at this day called Derham, 
where are yet to be feen huge Rampires and Trenches, as Fortifications of their 
Camps, and other moft apparent Monuments here and there of fo great a War. 

Gleawancejlre. Gleawancejlre is that we call Glocejler, in Antonine named Glevum from Glaw^ in 
Britijh, which fignifi^h Fair or Goodly, the Britains ftill calling it Caer Glaw. 

Being built by the RotMfs as a Curb to the Silures, it was thus wrefted out of the 
Hand of the Britains, firft by Ceaulin. Afterward the Mercians won it, under 
whom it flourifhed in great Honour, and Ofrick King of Northumberland by per- 
miflion of Ethelrede the Mercian, founded there a great and ftately Nunnery, 
where Kineburga, Eadburga and Eva Queens of the Mercians, were fucceffively 
Priorefles one after another. And Edeljleda that moft Noble Lady of the 
Cjreneejier. Mercians , adorned it with a Church. Cyrencejler, that we now call Circejler and 
Circiter ; called Corinium by Ptolemy, and by Antonine, Durocornovium, from 
the River Corin ( now' Churn ) upon which it ftandeth, fifteen Miles diftant from 
Glevum or Glocejler, upon the Roman High Street. Bathancejler , is that we no \Vf e »f u hodie 
call Bath in Somerfetfhire, on which we are told, the Saxons for a long time durft atque 
not fet, but left it to the Britains, till Ceaulin had defeated him at Deorham. Then 
it yielded after a furious aflault, and within few years recovering fome ftrength utmaxime 
grew up again,and therewith got a new Name of * Akmanchejter. For Osbrick infiiiJ>er,q U iar- 
the year DCLXXVI, founded a Nunnery there, and immediately after when the^BwZT 
Mercians had got it under them. King Offa built another Church, both which in rant ques nos 
the time of the Danijh Broils w'ere overthrown, and out of the Ruines of them 
both arofe another Church, wherein Eadgar firnarned the Peace-maker, being did mu. 

Z z crowned 
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Scdt. 9. crowned King bellowed upon the Citizens very many Immunities, the Memory of 
w-VS-» which they yearly celebrate with folemn Plays. But thus were the Britaim difi 
poUelled of thefe Countries for ever by this King of the Weft: Saxons , though af¬ 
terward all thefe three Places with the Territories about them, fell into the Hands 
of their Neighbours the Mercians. 

10. No other Battel do we reade of that was fought betwixt thefe Nations, 
although probably many Contefts and Skirmilhes happened till the fcventh year 
after, when Ceaulin and Cut ha ingaged with the Britains , in a place called Fe- 
thanleage. Here Cuthd loft his Life, but the Annals tell us, that Ceaulin took 
Towns, not a few, befides Plunder without meafure, j et in great wrath and in¬ 
dignation he returned home. Here one would fufpedt it were for the death of C«- 
tba; but Huntingdon writes that a moft dreadfull fight being fought, Cuthvoine was 
opprefled by the multitudes of his Enemies, overpowered and flain. The Englijh 
were overthrown and put to flight; but Ceaulin coming in, in good time, caufed 
Another Vic- them to rally, and fetting on afrefh, conquered the Conquerers, which done, in 
foln/iv the ^ le P ur ^ u ‘ t h e became Mafter of many Territories and innumerable Spoils. Thus 
i. .ms. flounced he, feeming not to court but to command Vkftory, while all, as well 
Enemies as Friends, flood wondering and looking on. But extraordinary Profpe- 
rity cannot be called Felicity, ending moft commonly in extraordinary Mifery. 

His Brother he loft, and as Malmesbury tells us, his Son of the fame name was 
killed before his face. His great Succels and Power, as it procured fear, fo envy 
and hatred, while all that heard but of him, fufpefled prefently their oWn E- 
ftates. This made not onely friends but foes to agree in this, to put a flop to Iris 
formidable greatnefs, fo that Britains and Englijh confpiring together, gave him 
( ii ‘ h \ f St ^ atte * at a l^ ace ca bed Wodensbeorlige, where fo great a (laughter was made of his 
til almdenf- ^ en t bat he was totally defeated, and he who io lately commanded all on this 
I'corlige. fide the River Humber, was now forc’t in a forlorn condition to hide his Head, 
and lurk in fome obfeure place, a banilhed Man from his own Dominions, a mife- 
rable fpecftacle of the inconftancy of fublunary things. This Wodensheorlige is 
now called Wodensburge, a little Village in Wiltjhire near to that Ditch of won- 
derfull work, which being caft up for many Miles together, divideth the middle 
of this Shire from Eaft to Weft. The People dwelling thereabout, call it Wanf- 
dike , and upon an errour generally received, they talk that it was made by the 
Devil upon a Wednefday. But in the Saxon Tongue it is called Wodenefdic , or 
the Dike of Woden , who here perhaps was worihipped by the Pagan Saxons, or 
being a thing of great confequence was dedicated to him. Malmesbury writes, 
that this great Battel was fought at it, not mentioning Wodensburge , and its very 
probable that the Saxons made it to divide the two Kingdoms of the Weft Saxons 
and Mercians afunder, this being the very place of Battel between them, while 
they ftrove one with another to inlargc then- Dominions. For befides this Battel 
betwixt Ceaulin and the Saxons, and Britains , who joyned together; at this Dike, 
to fay nothing of other accidents, Ina the Weft Saxon afterward, and Cealrede 
the Mercian joyned Battel, and departed the Field on even terms. It was their 
cuftome to make fuch Ditches, fuch was that of Offa, of which we have already 
fpoken. Others are alfo.to be feen among the Eaft Angles in Cambridgeshire and 
Suffolk, wherewith they bounded their Territory, and defended themfelves from 
the Inrodes and violence of the Mercians. ■ 

rein? driven xi. Ceaulin being thus driven into exile, when he had Reigned one and thirtv Ad yin. 
into exi'c dies. y ears> died lliortly after, in the fecondyear, fay the Annals, and together with DXC!n 
him perilhed Cuichelme and Crida, the lame year that Ethelfrith began his Reign 
over the Northumbrians. This his Cataftrophe, was the high advancement of 
Ethelbert King of Kent, who for the reafons but now alledged, having high de- 
ligns in his Head, was hitherto hindred from bringing them to perfeeftion by the 
greater abilities and fuccels of Ceaulin. By this time he had well ripen’d his Am¬ 
bition with more general obfervation and experience in war, and what he for¬ 
merly, when raw and unpradtis’d, had attempted, now fuccesfully attained, and 
by degrees brought all the other Kingdoms between Kent and 1 lumber to beat his 
Devotion, that of the Weft Saxons the firmeft of all, being now in a very low 
condition : this gave him the main advantage, being humbled to his hand; the 
reft yielded not iubjedion, but as he earn’d it by continual Victories andtheTer- 
rour which they procured, liis Reputation being farther ftrengthened by his Mar¬ 
riage with Bertha , Daughter to a King of the Franks. But to return to the King- 
is-fuccetiied dom of Wejrjex , in its deplorable eftate, Ceolric the Nephew of Ceaulin, by his 
by ceoirit. Brother Cut ha undertook its proteflion, and as he could in fo ticklilh times', or¬ 
dered 


Chap.IL Coritemp. with the Conftantinop. Rom. EmfG ynegils , &c. 17 3 

-T 77 v,,! dered the affairs thereof for five years. After him followed Ceolwulf his Brother, Se£t. 9. 

S Tmlf. who for all the fourteen years he governed, was perpetually employed, either a- 

pa in ft the Englijh, Britains, Pills ox Scots, and came off with advantage. Yet 
have we nothing particular concerning thefe great attempts;, onely this is men- pon 
tion’d, that the fame year that Ethelfrith warred agamft the Britains of Chejter 
he made war upon the South Saxons. Itmuft be remembred that Ethelbert of 
Kent outlived him, and therefore he having all his Life the fuperionty over all the 
other Kings, hedurft not attempt any thing againft him, it muft have been againtt 
his fellow Vaffals ; and as for the Pills and Scots , he lying at fuch a diftance flom 
them, his warring againft them, muft have been in giving affiftence to the Nor- Hep Cyne . 
Cumbrians their next Neighbours. He dying after he had Reigned fourteen years, sy i r F en£- 
Cyne ails the Son of Ceolric (or, as the Annals call him ,Ceoi) fucceeded him. ro pice on 
The Tranflatour of the Annals talks of his, and Quichelm taking the Govern- pe r cScax- 
ment upon themin the fame year. But the Annals themfelves fay no fuch thing, 
and Huntingdon writes, that he took his Brother Kichelm m the fourth year of lus 
Reign, to be his Collegue in the Kingdom. ....... . .. , _ • ‘ nt,’’ U\ 

Next cpmiis 12.. Cynegils began his Reign in the fecond year of i/W/w the Emperour, Ccc; .4 
and tt'ncehn. t fl e two and fiftieth of Ethelbert King of Kent, the twentieth of Ethelfrith the c , ; o\ Cu- 
wi,° Reign- fierce Ri f the Northumbrians, A. D. DCXII. The Monk of Malmesbury writes, ^ y ^ 
cd;°yntiy. ^ ^.n and the Sons of Celric, put on the Enfigns of the. King- Cynn 

dom with equal Authority, they were both ftout Perfons, and contend betwixt Ad.An.DCxi. 
themfelves in the mutual Offices of Piety which lhould‘exceed, infomuch, that 
in refpedt of their Concord, not ufual among Kings, they may be propounded as 
a Miracle to the prefent, and an Example to future times.' Many Wars they wa¬ 
ged one cannot diftinguilh whether with greater valour or moderation, either a- 
CTainft the Britains or Peuda King of the Mercians , a Man exceedingly dextrous in 
the furprizing fears of War, who having paffed beyond'his own Bounds, while he 
labours to get Cirecejler into his hands, was not able to bear the ftiock of thefe 
unanimous Kings, but with a few in his Company ran away. Quicelm is not a 
little blamed, for hiring an Aflaflinate to murther Edwin King of the Northumbri¬ 
ans, a Man of approved wifedom^ But if that gentile fayihg be confidered, Dolus 
an virtus quis in hojle requirat , he will eafily find excufe having done nothing un- 
ufual, and led by a deiire to remove out of the way byhny means he could, one 
who ftudied hisown deftrudlion. For from the Kingdom of the Weft Saxons, he' 
had before tliiswrefled much, and at that time irritated by the injury recieved, 
the old grudgesnow comingto remembrance, praeftifed many things which tended 
to their great damage. But the Kings efcaped, to whom not long after, by the 
Preaching of Bhtnus the Bifliop, the Heavenly Doftrine was revealed, in the twen¬ 
ty fifth vear of their Reign, and the fortieth after the coming of St. Augufiine, 
the Apoftle of the Englijh. Cinegifle was prelently won, and abafing his Royal 
Loftynefs, willingly iubmitted himfelf to the Prieft in Baptifm. Quicelm wrinch- 
ed a little, till by the health of his Body, admoniihed that he lhould not negledt 
the Salvation of his Soul he imitated the devotion of his Confoit, and died the 
fame year. But Cinegifle , for fix years after, enjoying long quiet and repofe, en^ 
ded his Life in the one and thirtieth of his Reign. 

Who beat the 13. Thus much Malmesbury in general, concerning the joynt Government of 
Britains at thefe Kings, we ihall add what particulars we can light upon in thefe obfeure 
Beamdnne in times The ig t ] ie Batte i 3 which in the third or fourth year of Cynegils they HepCyne- 
fought againft the Britains, at a place called Beamdune, where were ilain of the S il r -3 Cpi- 
faid Britains, two thoufand and fix and forty. Huntingdon here tells us, that chelm ge- 
they were frighted at the very fight of their Enemies, and at the firft onfet threw 1 

down their Enfigns and fled. Others write, that it was a doubtfull and dange- • 

rous Battel, each one ufinghis conjecture, rather than having any thing certain cp a ^u ren - 
from the Monuments of Antiquity, whereon to fix this. *We may eafily believe 6Q peala -j 
that this Beamdune was that Town of Dorfetjhire, fituate upon the River Frome, XLVI. 
which at this day is known by the Name of Bindon. As for that attempt which Ad.An.DCXy. 
Quichelm made to take away the Life of Edwin, we muft remember that this 
Prince was the fifth, whole Authority extended it felf over all the Provinces of 
the Englijh Saxons, greater in this rclpecft than any of the other four, that their 
Territories were now fubjedt to him, but his Dominions never had been m their 
Power, to which a bound was ever put by the River Humber. He had made bold 
in feveral refpeefts, as well with the Weft Saxons as with others, and would give 
Law to them all. What therefore could not be done by fair, Quichelm refolved 
to effeeft by foul means; for foul it was, never to be excufedor reconcileable 

with 
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Sedt. 9. with generofity, even in any Enemy. But the thing was this, as we have it 

h*om the Authentick Hiftory of Beda himfelf. A certain Aflaflinate named Eu- 8 'JJfifiM.2. 
mere, wasfent from Quichelm the King of the Weil; Saxons, to kill King Edwin. c ' 9 ’ 
Pretending a Meilage from his Matter, he runs upon him with an envenomed 
weapon (that in cafe the fteel did not, the poyfon might take effetft) near the 
River Derwent , where flood at that time the King’s Palace. This being perceived 
by Lilia a faithfull and loving Servant of the King’s (landing by, he interpofed 
himfelf and was ttabbed, the Ring alfo received a little hurt by the blow through 
his Body. The Aflaflinate killed another Souldier called For there, and at Jaftwas 
killed himfelf and cut in pieces. The King was exceedingly disturbed at the vil- 
lany, but his grief was a little mitigated by a Daughter, of which his Queen 
was brought to Bed the night following. He gave thanks therefore unto his Gods, 
which being overheard by Paulimts the Bilhop, he expoftulated it with him, affir¬ 
ming that the Queen through his Prayers had been delivered without much pain. 

The King well pleafed to hear that, promifed that he would believe in Chritt, in 
cafe he would give him Victory over Quichelm, and as a pledge of his promife 
commanded his little Daughter to be Chriftened, which was done, the Name of 
Eanfleda being given her, and with her were Baptized twelve others of the Fami¬ 
ly. Then did he raife an Army and lead it againft Quichelm , and beginning a 
War, either killed all that had been of the Conipiracy, or had them delivered up 
unto him. To this Matthew of Wejlminfler adds, that Quichelm he flew in the 
place, wliich from him is called in the Language of the English Quicbelmes haune 
to this day. • In tettimony of the Vidtory he gave this Name to the Place, andfo 
in triumph returned home. 

14. ThePaflage concerning the death of Quichelm is fuch as agrees not with 
other Authours, nor can we believe it true, being placed by the Flowergatherer 
before the Battel betwixt Kinegils and Peuda , at which other Writers unanimoufly 
affirm Quichelm to have been prefent. But he, and Florentius oiWorcefter, other- 
wife alfo differ from Come of their fellow Hiftorians about this Perfon, he calling 
him Quichelm , and both of them accounting him the Son of Kinegils , whereas 
others fpeakofhira as of his Brother; but to fay truth, the Annals make him his 
Son. Next after this Battel betwixt them and Edwin, that is placed by the Arch¬ 
deacon of Huntingdon, which he affirms, they fought with the two Sonsand Suc- 
They invade ceflours of Sehert the King of the Eaftern Saxons. He makes them to have been 
of die Eaftern the Aggreflburs, fays, that being more in number they fought boldly but unfortu- 
Saxom. nately. For both of thefe young men were killed, and lcarcely could any of 
their Souldiers efcape their flight, being intercepted both by the Mountains of 
dead Bodies, and the Torrents of bloud. In the third year after he placeth their 
Wa' w- a p ''''Ah Peuda King of the Mercians at Cirencefler, where aflembled very great 

p«/L % Kii!g cf Armies on both fides, and (faith he) they fought it out with invincible Courage, 
the Mercians, till parted by the Intervention of Night and Darknels; and in the Morning when 
they were about to renew their fury, the Kings took up the Qiiarrel by a Truce, 
or feme other Accommodation. What Circumftances foever he may add concer¬ 
ning their Multitudes and the Intervention of Night, that fuch a Fight there was, 
and a Ceflation thereupon we are aflured by the Annals. That firft Kinegils, and Ad. An. 
then Quichelm was Baptized the year after they alfo confirm ; and moreover, that dcxxvhl 
this very year Quichelm died eight years after the fight with Peuda, and three dcxxxv & 
years after the death of Edwin, who therefore could not kill him in the Battel dcxxxvi. 
lately mentioned, but yield himfelf he might into Iris Hands. Then laftly for 
Cynegjls, that he outlived him fix years the faid Annals make manifefl, placing 
the Succeflion of his Son (for his Death they mention not) in the feventh year AJ - An - 
after the death of Quichelm. dcxliii. 

Cenwalh be- i y. Cenwalh the Son of Cynegils fucceeded his Father in the Kingdom of the Cenwalh An- 
gins his Reign, w efl Saxons in the third jear of Ercomlert King of Kent, the eighteenth of Peuda 

King of the Mercians the fame that Ofwi began his Reign over the Northumbrians, & Ks^ewalb, 
A. D. DCXLII. By Malmesbury he is deferibed a Prince in the beginning of his Centva!d - 
Reign to be compared with the word, in the middle, and die end with the bed of 
Kings. Coming young to the Government,by Luxury he grew Infolent, defpifing the 
Example fet him by his Father, and lawfull Matrimony; but being by Peuda King 
Is driven cut of the Mercians, whole Sifter he had repudiated, fet upon with War, he was driven 
of his King- out of his Kingdom, and fled to the King of the Eaft Angles • whereby being difei- 
c^or.i y Pe “’ plined by Adverfity and the Perfwafions of him that gave him Entertainment, he 
Returns. confidered better of it, was fully perfwaded in the Faith, and recovered his King- 
is Baptized, dom; where, to his Subjcdls, he prefented himfelf a welcome Miracle of alteration 

for 
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•-for the better, fo valiant that he who formerly was not able to prated his own Sedt. 9. 

Territories, now twice overthrew the Britains, who remembring their ancient li- v^v-w 
berty fretted at their prefent condition, and therefore often plotted how they might 
ftr cefsfully rebell j firft in the place called Witgeorneshrug, and again by the Hill cal¬ 
led Pene. Upon Wulpher alfo the Son of Peuda he revenged the Injuries received 
from his Father, taking from him a good part of his Kingdom. So Religious he 
was that firft of all Saxon Kings he built at Wivchefter the moft beautifull Church 
of that time, the pattern whereof was followed afterward in founding the Epif- 
copal See, though in a more (lately manner. So Munificent that nothing, even 
of his Patrimony, would he deny to his Kindred, as who beftowed upon his 
Brother’s Son weU nigh the third part of his Kingdom. Thefe Royal Vermes of 
his were much excited by the Admonitions of Angilbert and Lutherius, fuccefe 
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fively Bilhops of his Province. A . , „, c . 

16. That Cenwalh was by Peuda driven away, the Saxon Annals do teltihe, the 
year before he was Baptized; fo that if he was not Baptized till his return out of 
Exile, as by the Annals it appears, he could not be abfent from his Kingdom three 
years’ as both they and Beda affirm; but perhaps longer it was e’er he received 
Baptifm. The King of the Eaft Angles, to whom he fled, and who by his Ad¬ 
vice brought him to a thorough underftanding of himfelf was Auna, who after¬ 
ward was flain by Peuda the Mercian, without anyfuccour or affiftence received 
from him that we reade of. The kindnefs to his Relation? appears from that great A i An. ' 
gift he gave to Cuthrede his Nephew the Son of Quichelm, and Grandfon of Cyne- DCXLvm. 
oils, as in this place the Annals exprefly fignifie, which was three thoufand Lands " £ 

fas the Saxon terms them) by *ALcefdune, which Huntingdon interprets of Villa- ©ubpe- 

ges, or poffibly they might be fo many Hides, as afterward were called the orat" 
nary divifion of Grounds; but the expreflion ufed by Malmesbury of the third ^ u . 
part of his Kingdom, feems to hint at as great a quantity as that whereof Hun- rendo lon- 
tinodon fpeaks. As for the fuccefs which after his return he had againft his Ene- de r be Ar¬ 
mies, Authours fpeak varioufly thereof ; for though Malmefbury and others talk «rdune 
of Vicftories, * Beda faith exprefly that he very often received moft grievous Da- r “ 
mages from them in his Kingdom. Four years after his Gift to Cuthrede the An- chdminr. 
nals make mention of his fighting at a Place called Bradanford upon die River Cuichelm 
Afene, but name none againft whom he fought, neither tell they what the fuccefs Cynegil- 
was. Cambden tells us it had the Name of Bradanford from the broadnels of the ring. 

Ford of Avon, which is there inlarged by receiving a little Rivulet; tiiat it is*^ 3- 
now called Bradford in Wiltjhire,- frtuate upon the defeent of an Hill. Here he 
faith Cenwalh King of the Weft Saxons imbrued his Sword with bloud in Civil- 
war againft Cuthrede his near Kinfman. But he names no Authour from whom he 
had it. If fo it was, either Cuthrede was guilty of much Ingratitude, or Cenwalh 
of much overfight and Inconftancy. 

17. As for the Battel fought againft the Britains at Witgeornesbrug, there s none 
that makes mention of it befide the Monk of Malmesbury himfelf, and upon his 
mere Credit it muft lye. But there might well be fuch a Fight; for when he was 
Ceded after his Reftauration he undertook a War againft them, or rather they a- 
gainft him, if Huntingdon may be believ’d, who writes, that they knowing full 
well how he had been beaten by Peuda, and driven him from his Kingdom, de- 
fpifed him as one net able to defend himfelf; and getting together a great num¬ 
ber of men, in the pride of their Hearts made War upon him. And in the firft 
ingagement the Britains feemed to make the Saxons give ground. But the Saxons 
defiring rather to die than flie, fo pertinacioufly maintained die Fight, that the 
Britains were quite tired out, and their ftrength melted away like Snow. They 
gave then their backs to the Conquerours, were chafed from Pen as far as Ped- 
rede, and an incurable wound was made in the Pofterity of Brutus in that day. 

Thefe are the words. The Annals confirm that he fought againft the Britains or 
Weljh as they term them, and that he chafed them as far as" Pedridan. Pen, 

Cambden tells us, is now an obfeure Village not far from the River Juelin-Somer - 
fetfhire, though anciently famous, being ordained by deftiny, as it may feem, to 
the overthrow both of Britains and Danes. For at this very place (faith he) Kent- 
ivalch a Weft Saxon had fuch a day of the Britains that fcarcely ever after would 
they abide to enter the Field againft th e EngliJh Saxons. And many a year after 
that. King Edmund, firnamed Jronfide, gave there a notable foil to the Danes, as 
he purfued Canutus their King, then Ufurping the Crown of England, from place 
to place. Pedridan is a Town alfo in that County now of no account, except for 
the Market or Fair there held, but formerly the Royal Seat of King Ina, now 

called 
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Sedt. Q. called Pedderton from the River Pedred, (commonly Parret') which here runneth 
"-v'-'w into Ivel and robbeth him of his Name. 

Peddemn. j 8. jsjot long after Cemvalh took occafion to fall out with Wulhfere the Mercian, 
the Son of Peuda his old enemy, and gave him Battel at a place called Po(femes 
Berig. Fabiits Ethelward\ is lingular in this ftory, favouring much the Family of 
the Wefttomi, from which he himfelf was defcended. He writes, that he took 
him Prifoner; But the Annals faying that he fought at this place in Eafler Holy- 
davs, add that Wulfer baraflwed all as far as *x£flefdune, the fame year wherein 
died Cuthred the Son of Quichelm and King Cenbyrht. That Wdfere wafted the 
Jfte of Wight , and bellowed the Inhabitants thereof on Ethelwald the King of the 
South Saxons, to whom he was Godfather, and that Eoppa the Prieft by com¬ 
mand of Wulfhere, and King Wulfhere himfelf, firft were Authours of Baptifm to 
the Inhabitants of the laid Illand, which how it agrees with another affirmation 
Dyes - of Beda, we fhall fee in a more proper place. We have no more to fay of Cenwalh, 
than that he died after he had Reigned one and thirty years: we know not whe¬ 
ther we Ihould take notice of what the Archdeacon of Huntingdon thinks to be 
worthy fpecial remarque. The year before he died happened a mighty fight of 
Birds in England , which that you may believe to have been no impoflible thing, 
he tells you that in his time the very fame thing happened in Normandy , during the 
Aftrangefigh* Reign of Henry the Firft. About the City of Roven, fuch Combats there were 
Aj r . lr s m the that thoufands of them were found flain upon the Earth, and the ftrangers feemed 
to be put to flight. A fign he counts it of the Battel fought betwixt the faid Hen¬ 
ry then King of England , and Duke of Normandy, and the French King Lewis the 
Son of Philip. In which fight Henry remained Victor, and Lewis was routed and 
ran away. But as for Cenwalh , at his death, he left his Kingdom to thedifpolal of 
his Wife Senburgh. But Ihe iurviveded him not long, holding the Government but 
one year, which ended, the Nobility expelled her, difdaining, as Matthew of Wefl- 
minfler writes, to fight under the Banner of a Woman, though Malmefbury fays , Ai ' A,u 6n '- 
Ihe ftrenuoufly difcharged all Offices of a good Ruler. It feems fhe took it to 
heart, for Ihe died prefently after. 

several petty 19. Bed.t writes, that after the death of Cenwalh, very Petty Kings held the , ■, 
mgs ’ Kingdom divided among themfelves, and that for about ten years together, not SubregJi. 
AsScxbmg. mentioning Sexburg. Others fpeak of Efcuin the Son or Nephew of Cuthgijl tire Sic Maimub. 
Efciun. Brother oi Cynegils, who Reigned but two years, yet was not petty in his Ac -Us^ZonZii 
tions,* for he dared to grapple with Wulfhere King of the Mercians , with whom tereumicen- 
he fought a Battel at a place called Bedanhafde, and about a year after, both o{ lric ° Jereva " t - 
Kdntmin. them died. Kentwin the Son of Cynegils, after him affirmed the Title, or as Beda dcl xxiv 
hints, Reigned at; the fame time, being as the Monk notes as well as the other, of d»mi. adAn. 
approved experience in War ; for he defeated the Britains y as Efcuin before him DCLXXV - 
did the Mercians. Of this defeat we have no other account from the Annals than 
that he drove them as far as the Sea, but whence or to what Sea, we are far to ocLxxxr 
feek. This they place five years after the beginning of Kentwin , and four years 
Ce.idm.dk. after this they tell us that Ceadwalla again began to leize on the Kingdom of the 

Weft Saxons. • Thus much Beda writes concerning this Ceadwalla , that he was a Lib. 4. c. 1 j. 
moll valiant young Man of the Royal flock of the Geviffi, and being banifhed his 
Countrey, came with an Army upon Edelwalch King of the South £<v.xwr,whom he 
flew, and then cruelly with Fire and Sword harafled his Dominions. Malmesbury af¬ 
firms, that being defcended from Cutha the Brother of Ceaulin, he was a young Vide cjm Rem- 
Man of immoderate hope, who could not omit any occafion of exercifmg hisVa- ma a P“ d An ~ 
lour. Having by his reftlefs humour provoked the indignation of the Nobility, ^uixxv. 
too powerfull a fadtion he excited againft himfelf, and was driven to Banifhment. 

Being conftiained at this time to fubmit to his Fortune, that he might make his 
County naked and defencelefs, he took away w’ith him all the youth, which ei¬ 
ther for love to his vertues, or in commiferation of his fufferings, willingly fol¬ 
lowed . him. The firft that underwent the violence of his fury, was Edelwalch 
Sets upon E- King of the South Saxons , who was fo bold as to grapple with him; but being 
ith k s K h 8 route ^ with all his People, procured, as theeffedl of his rafhnefs, a late repentance. 
s.ixons.° W But Ceadwalla on the contrary, having by fo great fuccefs incouraged his Men, 

Ipeedily returned, and an unlooked for onfet eafily drove away his Emulators. 

After tills, enjoying the Kingdom two years, he gave many evident proofs of his 
Military Abilities. Bearing to the South Saxons an irreconcileable hatred, he de- 
ftroyed alfo Edrich the Succeflour of Edelwalch , who refilled not, but boldly gave 
of a jrHn IilC Bhn Battel. The Inhabitants of the Ifle of Wight , who in confidence of afliftence 
invndcf > Kcr.t. from the Mercians rebelled, healmoft utterly deftroyed. Over thofe of Kent he 

often 
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' often obtained Vi&ory, and revenged fufficiently upon them the death of his Se£t. <?. 

Brother. Amongft other things memorable of him, it’s hard to fay with what v-nrv 
Piety he was endued, even before his Baptifm j for the Tithe of all his Spoils, he 
gave to Almighty God. In which thing, as we approve his afiedtion, fo we dis¬ 
approve his example, according to that faying : He that offers Sacrifice of the 
fubflance of the Poor, is as if he offered the Son in the prefence of the Father. But 
Alkerneh that he went to to be Baptized, was there Baptized by Sergius the Pope, 

Pf«r and dies, and called Peter, and as yet being in Albis ( or within feven days after his Bap- 
’ tifm) died, is more known than that it needs any relation from us. 

2.0 So much doth Beda and Malmesbury write of Ceadwalla, , which the Reader 
muft take in the name of all the Englifh writers. For the Hillory of the Britains ; 

and the Annals of the Englifh do not agree about this King. The Annals fay, he 
was the Son of Ctnbyrht , defcended from Ceaulin by Cutha, in the fourth degree, 
but the Britains affirm him the Son of Cadwallin their King, the feme that llew 
Edwin and Ofwald , the Kings of the Northumbrians. Of this Cadwallin , they tell 
a ridiculous ftory, that being fpent with Age, after a Reign of eight and fourty 
years , the Britains embalming his Body, put it into an Image of Brafs, refem- 
bling him, which they fet upon a Brazen Horfe, over the WellernGate of Lon¬ 
don, in memory of the great things he performed againft the Englijb : a lye which 
proceeded from feme Monk of a brazen face, who could not be ignorant that Lon¬ 
don long before this time, had been out of the hands of the Britains. Now they M atb. Fieri- 
fay’alfo, that-under the very Gate they built a Church in honour of St. Martin , 
wherein for him and the reft of the faithfull deceafed, divine obfequies might be 7 * 
for ever celebrated. In his Kingdom fucceeded his Son Cadwalader , whom Beda 
calls Cadwalla, a young Man, whofe Mother was Sifter to Peuda King of the Mer¬ 
cians, and Married by Cadwallin, after a reconciliation made with his Brother. All 
this as a ftory attended with fuch ridiculous circumftances, we rejedt, betaking 
our felves to the Pedigree of Ceadwalla , which the Saxon Annals afford us, and 
the more lure teftimony of Beda, who affirms him of the * Royal ftock of the 
Geviffi. From the fame Beda we muft add to what we have formerly faid concer- Dei^gioge.. 
ning his killing u£dilwalch King of the South Saxons, that though he had J* 
flain him, he was immediately driven away by Bercbthun and Andhun, the King’s ncfAifrcdus 
Captains, who afterward held the Province of that Kingdom. Yet he farther adds, J* * 

that the firft of thefe Captains, when Ceadwalla came to be King of the Geviffi, gc^axna 
was killed by him, and the Province fubjedted to more grievous fervitude thari 
before. In the following Chapter he writes, that after Ceadwalla was poflefled of /EtheUngam- 
the Kingdom of the Geviffi, he took the Ifle of Wight, which before this time 
was wholly given to Idolatry, labouring by a tragical flaughter utterly to exter- Sax0Kici m/ _ 
minate all the Natives, and to fubftitute in their rooms men of his own Province, lemfatu no- 
From him it appears that one Arvald was at this time King of the Ifland, whofe 
two Sons having taken, andrefolving to kill them, he permitted they Ihould be C lyt 0 ,c*jkr, 
^Baptized before they were put to death. But we cannot admit him for above a Regulus Vnnceps, Ju- 
or Petty King, remembring that on this ^dilwalch King of the South S*xons, v ™ s tu f o : j ier ff s 
Wulfhere King of the Mercians, his Godfather, beftowed this Ifle of Wight, whom Prince. Edgar 
Ceadwalla having flain in right of profecution of War, entred and fubdued this 
part of his Dominions, which lay fo conveniently for him. From this time for- Ille cui 
ward our Writers for a great while have not one word of Wight, till the year of numAngk- 
ourLord, one thoufand fixty fix, in which Toftie, King Harold's Brother, with 
certain Men of War and Rovers Ships out of Flanders, in hatred of his Brother, tiam Guliel- 
invaded it, and alter he had fleeced the Inhabitants of their Money, quickly again mttmNormm- 

. * num aeaepa- 

departed. tur. 

xi. To what we have already feid concerning Ceadwalla , his Invafion of Kent, Beda mft . 
(in theffiftory of that Kingdom) and the Death of his Brother, whom Latin Hb. 4.C.16. 
writers call Mollo, but the Saxon Annals Mull, we can add nothing more that is ^ 
ina King of material. He being gone to Rome to receive Baptifm, Ina the Son of Cenred, An ^ 
the Weft whofe Father was Ceolwald, the Brother of Cynegils, obtained the Kingdom of the 
Saxons. SaX0 „ Si in the third year of Jujlinian the younger Emperour, in the days 

of Theodorick King of the Franks, the third of Alfrid King of the Northumbrians , 
and the fourteenth of ^ thelred ( or ^dilred) King of the Mercians. A. D. 
DCLXXXVIU. The Monk of Malmesbury is very fmart and pithy in hisDe- 
feription of him. He writes, that more in refpedt of the induilry of his in- 
fitive Vertue than any Pedigree of a fucceflive Off-fpring, he was taken to be 
Prince, the onely fpecimen of Fortitude, Image of Prudence, his equal for Reli- 
’gion you cannot find. By fuch like Atts, framing the courfe of his Life at home, 

A a he 
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Sect Q purchafed favour and reverence abroad. And for eight and thirty years exerci- 
fing his Function, he waxed old, all along void of the fear of Treachery, a moft: 
holy Pander as it were of publick Love. His firft expedition was againft the Ken- 
tijb men,bearing flill in liis mind the burning of Mollo alive. Fora little while they 
made refiHence, butafter their utmoft effort, having left nothing unattempted, and 
finding every thing unfuccesfull, when they could find nothing in the breaft of 
Ina, which might incourage flothfulnefs, they began to confider of their Eftate, 
and fairly yielded. With Gifts they make tryal of his Royal mind, they folicite 
him by Promifes, and for thirty thoufand Marks of Gold, they purchafe their 
Forces the own quiet by his retreat. He having received the money pardoned what was pall, 
Rs«tHb men anc i returned home. But not onely they of Kent, but the Inhabitants of Eaft 
invades P Eaft‘ England ', were made objects of Ills hereditary hatred, all their Nobility being 
UnginU firft driven away, and afterwards defeated in Battel. Let this fuffice to have 
beenfaidof theYuccefs of his Wars. How great a man he was in the tilings, of 
God, the Laws which he made to correcft the Vices of his People fufficiently 
lhew, which ftill remain as a living Mirrour of his purity. The Monafteries he 
built are evident Witnefles, ftru&ures of Royal Magnificence, efpecically that of 
Glaftenbury. At length he declares how by the felicitations of Ethelburga his 
Wife, after all his Earthly Triumphs he arrived at the height of Glory and Per¬ 
fection asheefteemsit, and went to Rome, w'here he lived and died as obfeurely as 
he had defired. 


2.z. As for his firft Expedition into Kent, others write that VtElred unwilling to 
hazard all for the ralli A<5t of a few, delivered up thirty of thofe that had been 
accefiory to the burning of Mollo, This expedition the Annals place at the fixth 
year of his Reign, andarefilent as to any other ACtof his, till fifteen years after. 

Then they tell us that Ina and Nun his Kinfman fought with Gerettd King of Wales, 
tinges with b ut where or how they leave us in Ignorance. With as much fhortnefs and obfeu- 
Lrthcl^rcf. rity, fourteen years after this they inform us, that Ina and Ceolred King of the 
.-us. 1 ’ Merer jus, fought Battel at a place called Wodensboorke or Wodensburge, the fame 

we have formerly mentioned to ftand near to Wansdike in Wiltshire , or the Dike of 
Wode?. Huntingdon from what Authority we have not, affirms that they fought 
horribly on both Tides, fo that it could not be known, on which the greater Num¬ 
ber of Men was loft. Butina, if not Vidtour, remained the Survivour, Ceolred dy¬ 
ing the following year, who that year that next lucceeded, was followed into a- 
nother World by Ingild the Brother of Ina, whofe Sifters the Annals take here 
occafion to mention. They were two, Civenburk and Cuthlurk ■ whereof the later 
built a Monaftery in a place called Winburnan • the other was married to Alfrid 
King of the Northumbrians, but out of defireto be wedded alfo to a monaftical life, 
cwii wars at was feparated from him while he yet lived. After this time it feems that Ina 
home. was vexed at home by Civil Difcords, his Title having not been fuch to the Go¬ 
vernment, but that others thought their right as good as his. For the Annals at ^.dccxxi. 
the year which follows, tell us he flew Cynewulfe, and Florent of Worcefler gives 
him the Title of Clyto, the fame with tA^tbeling, and given to none but thofe of the 
Bloud Royal. But no fooner was one cut oftj but afloon if not fooner, another 
appeared, one Ealdbrigbt who feized on aCaftle which Ina had built at Tan tune. 

Whom the Archdeacon tells us Queen Edelburk befieged, took the Caftleand ra¬ 
zed it, Ealdbrigbt being fled into Surrey. He was purlued by Ina from Surrey into 
Suffex, where the Inhabitants undertaking his prote&ion were overthrown in 
Battel, and Ealdbrigbt himfelf was flain, all which the Annals allow. Three years 
after they tell us that Ina went to Rome, leaving his Kingdom after he had held it 


feven and thirty years. 

2,3. That Ina went to Rome at the folicitation of Edelburk his Wife, who alfo 
accompanied him, we have already related from the Monk of Malmesbury, and 
that fix years before his departure fhe was his Wife, the Annals do plainly fig- 
nifie. Butelfewhere we hear another ftory of his marrying Guala, the Daughter 
of Cadwalader King of the Britains, from which Daughter we are told, that 
Countrey was called Wallia, which in ancienter times had the Name of Cambria . 
Moreover with this laft Wife lie received Cambria, Cornubia, and (with her 
they muft all begin) the blefled Crown of Britain, which belonged to 

Unites the Cadwalader the laft King of the Britains. All the Englifb which lived at that 

Hritijb anti time, took their Wives from the Britifh ftock, and the Britains from the illuftrious 

bloud and ftock of the Englijb, that is the race of the Saxons. _ For this was done 

‘ by the Common Council and aflent of all the Biftiops, Princes, Nobles and 

Counts with all the wife men, the Elders and People of the whole Kingdom, and 

that 
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that by Command of the aforefaid King Ina. Yet fome Englifb fetcht their Sect. <?. 
Wives from the Bloud and Kind of the Angles of Germany , fome Englijb 
from the bloud and kind of the Scots , and almoft all the Scots from the beft bloud 
and ftock of the Angles of Germany . So at that time throughout the whole King¬ 
dom of Britain, they were two in one flefh, and fo did he conftitute right Wed¬ 
lock, deftroyed Fornication and Uncleannefs out of his Kingdom, ordaining right 
Judgment for the liability of his Kingdom, the ftrengthening of his People, 
with a benign Induftry. And in this manner were they made one Nation and 
one People, by God’s mercy throughout the whole Kingdom of Britain. Then 
did all call that the Kingdom of the Englifb , which formerly had been called the 
Kingdom of Britain. . 

2.4. All thefe People ever afterward for the Common Utility of the Crown of 
the Kingdom, flood unanimoufly together againft the Danes and Norwagians, 
fought moft fiercely againft them, and waged together moft cruel Wars. For, 
the aforelaid King Ina was an excellent Prince, bountifull, wife, prudent, mode¬ 
rate, flout, juft, courageous and a perfect Souldier, both as to time and place, in 
the Divine Laws, in fecular Affairs, in writings and performing of all good works 
very glorious. His Kingdom he governed, confblidated and held m peace by Ins 
great wifedom and prudence, and where the Cafe required by force and llrength 
of hand. This is the fubftance of a great Council, confifting of fuch great Men 
as lately were mentioned, faidto be held by King Ina, a little after he had mar¬ 
ried tiuala the Daughter of Cadwalader King of the Britains , with winch Wife he 
obtained all Cambria, and the Crown of Cadwalader , found amongft-the Laws 
of Edward the Confeflour. But notwithftanding the Authenticknels of the Laws 
among which it is found, there is no good Hiftorian that makes mention of any 
fuch Marriage of his with Guala, or any fuch occafion of the Origination of the. 

Name of Wallia. Who the Englifb Saxons and Germans were wont toeall Walls 
or Gualls , we have already fliewn. Neither had he any other Wife than Ethel~ 
burk, a Saxon not Britain , as her Name demonftrates, who atluch time as he went 
Goes to Rome, to Rome turned Nun, and became afterwards Abbefs of Barking. After this he 
never married, for they both continued in the monaftical kind, of life till death 
concluded it. As for the time of this pretended Council and Its Authority, we are 
full as much in the dark. Some report Cadwalader to have reigned onely three 
years, others five, and Geoffrey of Monmouth twelve, lb that when/## mould have 
entred upon his Kingdom of Cambria is uncertain. Moreover he^ makes Ina the 
Nephew, Matthew of Wejlminjter, and H. Lhuyd the Son, and this Council 
the Son-in-Law of Cadwalader. But the Britains having feigned Ceadwalla to be 
their King, could not make up the Romance without this ltory adjoined of his 
Succefiour. c _ ,. , 

The moll noble part of Ina his A<5ts is yet behind, his Body of Laws which 
we muft refer till we come to fpeak of the Saxon Laws in general. He went not 
to Rome till he had provided himfelf and People of a Succefiour. This was one 
Makes /Ethel- *AEthelbeard his Kinfman, who though by the means of Ina, he firft obtained the 
hard his Sue- R oya i t y yet to confirm it was put to no little trouble- The firft that created him, 
wiioTsdif- this troubles was Ofwald the Son of '^thelbald King of the Mercians, to whom the 
curbed in his Annals give the Title of libeling, and fay that in the very year of *Aitbelbeard s 
Ssj" promotion they fought, but us to the fuccefi they ere Went, onely the year fol- • 
a Mercian. lowing they tell us of a Comet, which uihered in the death of Ofivald in the 
fucceeding year, a natural death for any thing that appears either froni them 
or others. Malmesbury obferves that a check by him was often given to the be¬ 
ginnings of *y£tbelbeard, againft whom he ftirred up the People unto Rebellion. 

But not long after he being taken away by death, he writes that tAithelbeard held 
The next King the Kingdom quietly for fourteen years, and fo left it to Cuthrede his Kinfman. 
was Cnthrede. Cut j jre £ fad grievous contefts with ^ thelbald King of the Mercians. It feems 
this Enmity was too fevere long to continue; for, two years after, the fame An¬ 
nals relate that ^ thelbald and Cuthrede fought jointly againft the Welfhmen, lo 
that their private Interefts and Grudges, at laft they fubmitted to publick Con¬ 
cernments. Here again the Annals are filent as to theSuccefs, But Huntingdon 
doubts not to aflign them a great Victory over an innumerable multitude of Bri¬ 
tains, ufing his ordinary way of exprefling the greatnefs of a Fight. The coura¬ 
geous Kings and their molt famous Souldiers laid fo about them in their leve- 
ral Quarters, that the Britains not able to fuftain any more their violence, gave 
their Backs to the Smiters, and their Baggage to the Purfuers. \\ Inch \ ittory 
obtained thefe Princes returned home, where C n0 doubt) they were very joy* 
fully received. A a 2. 26. lue 
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Sett. p. The Succels and Profperity of Cuthred was three years after interrupted b 7 “ ~ 

a fad Accident m his own Family. The Annals note onely, thatCjw* the Ethl Hep w 
//« g of the ^ eft Saxons, was flam. Huntingdon fays he was his Son, terms him orrlejen 
the Gloiy of Arms, the deftroyer of wild Beafts ; tender in Age, but fmart in Cynpic 
martial matters, little m years, but great in vigour, who ftill prefling upon his Jeft^axr.a 
own Succefles, and foliating the fortune of War too much, his extravagance 0 f^* >tlm 5 - 
whole Son V* f by a P rocur ? 1 > b Y the mutiny of his Souldiers That HeJcu 

!“ 7 ?% Sarn fX “ fl,y c?° m wl>M.theword BthMug doth import, p„«Cy- 
flnin in .1 mu- and that it proceeded from a Sedition of the Souldiers, that may asfafily perfwade nmr re Pe - 
SiS 5 T’ , UC .V S mentioned in the Annals at the fecond year after, that King Cuthred ^ P» A- 
Then a civil * ou ght vv ’Rh that furious Captain c s£thelbun. Huntingdon in hiscomment upon this ^dhunyon. 
War arofe. text, hath this mlargement upon it, that having, raifed feditfen againft his Lord °^ me dan 
though as to the number of his Forces he was far inferiour to him, yet Jong and 2 n£? oa 
resolutely did he maintain his rebellion: And when now Vi&ory feemed to in- ' 

chne to his fide, at length a wound inflated on his Body, and perjury in his mind 
procured the caufe of the King to triumph. But this Rebellion feems of no larger 
extent than to be contained within the bounds of a Civil War. It raifed no new 
one from without, this ^thelhun having ho correfpondence with ^thelbuld, that 
Af ' , h Y Y irtue of that Peace and Alliance formerly made betwixt the-two Kings, now 

t'conSers ? gain vandhed ““ nothin S- ,Butin the fecond year after the Fight with x^thel- 
Ethelbald b “X we are told that Cuthred m the twelfth of his Reign, fought again with tx£. 

King of the thelbald, at a place called Beorgforda. Huntingdon's Copy hath it Hereford t&ueh Hunting 
Merc,am. Authours generally agree, it was Bedford, where the Battel was fought ” cn P m Uan. 

S n reconciled to the King, washis Captain and CouncdlourSJST 
mtms expedition. He then tells a long tale mattered words concerning the Fight ^ um tran firip~ 
and how the King and Conful ( as he terms ^thelhun ) meeting came to a finale^ 

Combat, which ended in the Cowardife and Flight of ^thelbafd, who outlived 
not this defeat awo years, being flain in another Battel fought againft the Weft 
SaxonsjtSecandune, and buried at Repandune, as we have already in the Hiftorv 
of his Kingdom related. J * 

z 7 . Cuthred being difintangled from the attempts of Ethelbald, found himfelf 
Overthrows concerned to give a check to the Britans, who in vain refiftins the 
,hCB “ Ethelbald loon ran away, and defervedfy received a 

tells us that without the leaft ground from the Annals, which are altogethfr 

1 r Ut t i WO , ye , ars after i^ s the y acquaint us with the News He P Qi- 
Dies ; of the death of Cuthred after he had reigned feventeen years, together with the tpc6 F fahc 
s,vfo, luc- burning of the City ot Canterbury, and the fucceffion of Skebert into the Kinndom T s Mar. 

of the Weft Saxons which lie held for the fpace of one year and no longer/”' DCCLI,t 
Malmesbury writes that he felted upon the Kingdom, a Man of brutifh cruelty at 
‘m 1 ??’ FI- a J? r °l^ famous for his Cowardife. Therefore incurring the hatred of 
all his Subje&s they confpired againft him, and after a year depofJd him, caSng 

;t '“pp™ 6 * infuch ««£ 

the greatnels of ha calamity reclaimed fome to pity towards him, by the valour 
of whom he preferved m obedience that Province called Hampton/hire. But his 
Inclination ftill prevailing againft his Succefs, as well as all Go&nefs and Juftice 
having by putting to death one Cumlran a Man tliat of all others had been moft 
faithfull to him, armed the reft of his Followers againft him, he was conftrained to 
betake himfelf to the Dens and lurking places of wild Beafts, whither misfortune 
dogging him at the Heels, he was killed by an Herdfman. And fo the cruelty of 
the King, having almoft raged againft all the Nobility, was brought to an end bv 
a Man of the meaneft condition. Huntingdon calls him the kiniman of Cuthred 
by whole fticceft he became fo proud and infolent, that he became intolerable to’ 
his Subjects. He adds, agreeable to the Annals, that abufing them all manner of 
D J u ™ yS ’ f ° rCinS th y e Laws to countenance his unjuft proceeding, or utterly avoiding 

LbbSfikS Svnthe ColTaintso?fetl le ? ** f* eflre of aU the 

and fubjedl. f? ow n tIie Complaints of the Subjects to their cruel King. But ferioufly advifing 

I??’"? 77^, and aflde ^"humanity, to render himfelf ac? 

ceptable to God and Man, he wickedly commanded him to be put to death, and 
in a manner more cruel and intolerable than ever , encreafed his Tyranny. Re- 
maimng incorrigible m thefehis outrageous proceedings, the Nobility and People 
aflemb ed together, and by a provident deliberation and unanimous confent of 
T ... them all he was depofed, and Cymvulf a choice young Man of the Roval Stock 

from the ^' aS e King in his ftead. Sigebert thus driven away, fled for fear of* that°he 

Kingdom. was confcious to himfelf he had deferved, into the great Wood of Andred, where 

f nr 
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And flain by fata place called by the Annals Truntesjlodan) he was killed by anHogherdbe- Sedb. $• 
a Hogherd. i on rri n o- to Cumbra , who thus revenged upon him his Matter s death. 

Crmva/f iS. Cymvulf began his Reign over all the Kingdom of the Weft Saxons except 

reigns. Hampfhire , which Sigebert poffefled for a little time till the death of Cumbra in the 

fifteenth year of Cmfiantinus Copronytnus , Emperour, in die Reign of Pipin King of 
the Franks the leventh of Edelbert or Ethelbert King of Kent, the eighteenth ol 
’Egbert or Eadbert King of the Northumbrians , toward the beginning of the Reign 
of Offa King of the Mercians , A. D. DCCLV. Malmesbury , in fhort, fays he was 
a Man famous both for the compofition of his Morals, and his Martial Ad:s, be¬ 
ing in one onely Battel overthrown at Benfingtune, by Offa King of the Mercians, 
in the four and twentieth year of his Reign, after which he was aftli&cd with ma¬ 
ny lofles, and went out of the World in a vile manner. Huntingdon from the 
Subdue* the Artnals writes of his being victorious over die Britains m many Battels whom 
Britains. i iav ing fubdued on all Tides, he refolved to banith Ktneard the Brother of Sigebert, 
the Story whereof we have at large out of the Annals themfelves after this manner. 

About the one and thirtieth year from the firft beginning of his Reign he had a 
defire to expel 1 out of the Kingdom a certain Etheling called Cyneheard, who was 
Brother to Sigebryht. The King having intelligence, that attended with a final! fffffjfc. 
company of Men, he frequented the company of a certain Woman, at a place fioniegm 
called Meramuue, rode thither himfelf, and fcarching about the Town, fome of 
his Souldiers found out where the Etbehng lay. The King perceiving it, teliaved 
himfelf in a manner unbecoming his Perlon, till he got fight of him, which done kKimhardo 
■ isflainbyc>»-heTulhed in upon him and wounded him fore. B .^ 

heard Brother w ; t j 1 fell upon the King, and fought with lurrf till they had beaten him ^ nn 

to Sigebert. d an j ^^i ec i . which was done before the Souldiers that followed him 786. 
underftood perfectly where he was. His Guard at length perceiving a tumult in 
this Womans Houfe halted thither, every one as he was moft ready and could run 
fifteft to whom the Etheling promifed Money and Pardon if they would fubmit 
unto him But they utterly reje^ed his Offers, and fo long fought with the Fol¬ 
lowers of Cyneheard till they were all killed, one certain Britain an Hoftage excep- 
ted who was moft grievoufly cut and hacked. By the Morning the news of the Hie interpret 
Ktag’s death was fled to a place not far off, where many more Attendants had 
awaited his return, and with others Ojric and Wtverth, two Counts, halted to dnmh*cverb* 
the Houfe whence the Etheling was not yet departed. The Doors were made fait ac hi ealle 
but they eafilv got in, which he perceiving began to parly with them, labouring 
witli great prormfes to draw them off from revenging their Kings cieath a » d t J c B a ™™ 
accept of hknfelf under that Title and Capacity But they flatly refufed to 
their Matter’s Bloud, and refolving neither to fpare him nor his Relations, for defieiuciy. 
whom he interceded, put them all to the Sword, except one Y outli, to who m Ine ta»i, inmpre- 
SSlS? was Godfather, and faved him upon tliat account, though grievoufly JSJjgJJ- 
wounded. But fuch was the end of Cymvulf after he had reigned one and thirty ipfe non occi - 
Anrt fcnrirf flf -vpnrs • And his Body was buried at Winchejter. That of the Etheling, who in a jeretur omni- 
Winchcjier. jviale line was defeended from Cerdic, was interred at Acrean Minfter, not at 

tiandane as theMonk of Malmesbury hath it out of a miftake of the Annals, which quem manet 
affirm not Cyneheard but Ethelbald King ofthe Mercians at this Repandune to have 
been buried* n erantgutin* 

After him zo After Cynmlfs Death, Byrhtric was made King of the Weft Saxons, accor- tenbam. 
fyrhtric. dine to t l ie FalH of Sr. Henry Savil, (wliich yet aftot but twenty nine years to 
the Reign of Cymvulf) in the fourth year of the Emperour Conflantinusjfforphyro- 
genittisf the twenty fifth of Alrick King 0$ Kent, andthe fe venth G f Alfmld King 
ff the Northumbrians, A. D. DCCLXXXIV. He was, as Malmesbury defcribes 
him, a man more fludious of Peace than War, being a very Artift m procurmg 
Friendfhip, pleafmg Foreigners with Courtlhip, and Conniving at the faultsol bis 
People in fuch things as did not hurt the Government. To obtain greater Reputa- 
tion^amon^ft his Neighbours, he Married the Daughter of Offa King of the Merci- 
Ins atthattime the moft potent Prince, by whidi he had no lflue that can be 
known Incouraged by this Alliance he drove Egbert int.o France, a ) oung man, 
wCaTone furvi7e S dof kll thofethat were of the Royal Stock, and therefore was 
a Perfon dangerous to his Intereft. For both this Byrhtric and the other Kings 
which Reigned after Offa, though they bragged of their Pedigrees, being fuch as 
indeed did defeend from Cerdic , yet were they defeended in a good diftance from 
the Royal Line. Egbert then being gone, he thought himfelf iecure and that he 

might now take his eafe, when a Company of P^Jaccuftomed to live by Piia- 

tical Depredations, fecretly landing from three Ships 5 difturbed the Peace of his P10- 
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Sect. $. vince, This Company of men at this timecame as Spies to difcover the fertility 
of the Soil and the valour of the Inhabitants, as afterwards was evident from the 
coming of that Multitude which overwhelmed in a manner all Britain. At this 
time Healing upon the Ifland, this Kingdom being in profound peace and filence 
they fudden ly fell upon a Royal Village adjoyning, and killed the Overfeer or 
Keeper, who came in to its relief; but the People gathering together they left their 
Booty, ran to their Ships and went their ways. 

jM.irrics End- , 3 °; this § e ^ a | account of the Monk, we may add from the Annals, that *«■ 787. 
burgh Daugh- this Daughter of Offa he married, was by Name Eadburgb, a Woman too well 

k , noW "> as we fl,ali fee here after. Egbert being defcended from Inegild , the Bro- 1 a 
e-eJL ther of Ina, gave m his Childhood pregnant proofs of much Wit and Courage, 
which together with his defcent could not but excite great fear and jealoufie in 
Forces Egbert Berbtric who rcfolved his death, and ftudied the beft manner to make him away c ' ** 
Kww e ^having not i- C f °l and ha y in S S ood grounds to apprehend his purppfe, be- 
a took himfelf to Offa s Court, where he was no fboner come, Byrhtric’sA mbafla- 
dours were at the door, both requiring the Fugitive to be given up, for whom 
they offered a round fum of Money, and farther for a Confirmation ofFriendihip 
betwixt the two Kings, defired Offa’s Daughter for a Wife for their Maher 
Courtlhip efiedhng more with Offa than Threats and violence could procure’ 

Egbert was forced once more to fhiftfor himfelf, and over he went into France 
which thing in the opinion of our Authour, came to pafs by the Council 
of God, that being ordained for that Kingdom, lie fiiould receive his Inftituti- 
5“ J' 0 ? 1 Fr ?™. s f a Nation which far exceeds (faith he) all thofe of the 4P«»***w 
Weir, both in Adaon and the pleafantnefs of their Converfation. This affront illa & e *”«- 
he made ufe of as a whetftone to rub off the ruft of idlenefs ; to fharpen his WcltJ™ 
wit, and to obtain luch endowments as are quite contrary to Pagan Barbarifin ”“>rumcu, K . 
Byrhtrtc however rejoyced in his abfence, not caring what advantages ofedu -T? r ° cei ; 
cation he might have, fo their Influence reached not him, nor his pdTeflion of“w 
what at prefent he held, he was not far from envying his happinefs any where 
out of England , that he could have heartily wifhed him in Heaven it felf. The 
pleafing repofehe enjoyed was interrupted by the landing of Danes ; the firfl: Danes 
that landed in an hofhle manner in Britain.who (lew theGovernour of thefeQuarters 
thefirft man of thofe many thoufandswhich afterward were butchered bythatSal 
vage People. Yet though we hear nothing before of their landing,they from the time 
a Company of of Jujlinian , and about the year of our LordDLXX begun to rove upon theCoafk 
iSi °l B / ita J n a " d Ga \ a " d were by the Writers which pfnned in Latin the Hiftories 
of the nnghjb named Wiccmgi, for that they praeftized Piracy: For Wiccinga in the 
Saxon l ongue (as Alfria witnefTeth) fignifieth * Pjratthzt runneth from Creek 
to Creek: Alfo Paganz or Painims, becaufe as yet they were not Chriftians • 
but the Angles themielves in their Language termed them Derufcan. and oftentimes 
Heathonmon or Etbnicks. 

} 1 • The Officer that went to oppofe them, and in his attempt perifhed, bv 
00 fome of our Authours is called ViUicus from that Villa or Town which they , , „ , , 
And kill the write that thefe Danes attacked. By (b) others Prapofitus Regis ,, which fuits bet- dJeTZ 
hmgs officer, ter with the word sepepafoy which the (c) Annals do Name him. They affirm,that * 4 "-' 
not knowing what they were he would have brought them to the Town of the 
King, which fome interpret Donhejter, and farther fay, that he being the Kina’s ? 1 i 
Cuitomcr there, fuppofed them Foreign Merchants, and riding to them com- Fuming. 
manded them to come and give account of their Lading at the Cuftome-houfe; tllS'L-' 
but they ffeewed him no other Merchandize than the Steel of their Sword, where- ™ l - 
with they flew him and all that came with him, as an Earneft of the many Mur- 5 
ti ran th u rS , > ^j CS n° d which afterward they committed throughout the Wig^ld 

JJjb invafiS!* XV ! ole I ? and ; But firfl bivafion the Danifk Hiftory of pfntanus far An ^- 

otherwife relates, as if their Landmg had been at the mouth of Humber, and their (c ) ~l on 
Depredations far into the Countrey adjoyning, whence they were reputed by the 6a5Ura 
furprized Inhabitants back to their Ships: What was the reafon,by what authority 
they came there is no mention made, and the thing is the more ftrange becaufe Si- tit remit 
gebert it makes then to have been King, a man who more ftudied his own peace feL' 
and quiet than the moleftation of his Neighbours. And indeed not onely from the FP a ’Sap- 

topa&. 

opyj an toiler Cynint ep tuns ^Sybe nirte hpiethy piejion. •] hinemon Opfloh. f pa?non snercan 
jcijiu Dmircpa monna te An S el Cynne; lone 5 e r ohtoni. An. DCCLXXXVII. P T 
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- Danifh Hiftory but fome Writers oi our own, we are apt to believe 1that the firfl: Sedt. ?. 

w“«mfon poflibl^ alfo with a defire of fpying tte 

C Tof'Caafc y rftSfirftHofflleInvafion 
SiSSffiSA plale, though the thing happened a good whde 

ssn» «*„«,»•!*-tS tSKil ?3bSE **"■ 

- 

But his Wife a Woman of great Beauty entertained the ^iMer v^ylp^^ 

didlv The King having Dined took her by the hand and led h . .. f 

■■■I 

EJ 3 tonSd^rTOtovery^U^rbut he with his Relations at ltis took 
defied him renouncing his Homage and Fidelity, giving up his Land and whatfo- 
ever he held of him. This faid, without any more words he withdrew, making no 

^FriSconfentingfpeeday he went over into Danmark whereto the 
Kins of the Danes he made a great complaint of the Affront offered to him and his 

Wife bv Ofbrith defiring his ipeedy relief and fupply to put him into a Capacity 
Wile by UJarms, ^ d ^ Dane$ conceive d very great 

Sv reV Sg^™ teSn to tad^ them tofubdne the^m Torevenge 
the’iniury offered to Bruern, who was defcended of his bloud, he lpeeddy pr^red 
a nreat Army over which femade Captains two Brothers called Inguar and Hubbe 
§ n , t li.Tr Snnldiers and to them he gave a Navy furniflied with all necefEries 

^or^ie^ P^”s|anTtaklng thehway^through I^ld^nff^dQ^^ed all th^Tbwns 

^nner invaded England But at this time there was another King m Northumberr 
Wcalled Eda y who was promoted to thatDignity by theFnends andRe ationsof 
Bruern becaufe for the affront offered to him by Ofbrztb, they would have no 
more to doe with that lafeivious Prince. This Ella going out on a tune toHunt, 
when liis iport was over fate down to Dinner, and as he was eating applauded 
himfelf for the good luck they had had that day, reckoning U P ^££ 
killed One came juft in at thefe words and told him, though he had gpt fo much 
that wav vec he had loft an hundred times as much another; for Danes (faith 
he) have taken Tork, flain Ofbrith , and now are invading your Countrey to de¬ 
prive you of it. Ella hearing this got his men together, andRafted to fork there 
to deftroy the Danes , but they having notice came out, and not far from the City 
g°veSlStel. wherein the; killed hunand a very great mulumde of h« Sod- 
dfers, in a place ftill called Ellefcroft from tins occafion. Farthc^ itis reported 
that the late mentioned Brothers Inguar and Hubbe mvaded England m anHofhfe 
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Sect. p. manner, not onely for the reafon now alledged, but efpecially to deftroy St. Ed- 
W'-V'w ntunrl who then Reigned in Eaft England,\ and was falfly accufed of having killed 
their Father. For of the caufe of their coming we reade in the Book called Flores 
Hiftoriarum after this manner. 

The Reafon 3 4<In the Kingdom of the Danes there was one Lothelrocjxho being defeended of 

uM l xL die R °y al Family, by his Wife had two Sons Inguar and Hubbe. This man going 

Danes arri- alone into a Boat with an Hawk on his fift in the Iflands adjoyning to feek for Game, 

vingin Sri- was feized by a fudden and violent Temped, tofled hither and thither for feverai 
days together in the depth of the Sea, which having crofled amid ten thoufand 
dangers, at length he was caft upon the Province of the Eaftern Englifh called 
Northfolk, and landed at a Village which had the Name of Rodham. Being 
found alone with his Hawk, he is prefented to Edmund the King, and being kindly 
received for the comlinefs of his Perfon continued in his Court, told the King the 
tale of his ftrange fortune, and often went out into the Field for his Recreation 
with Bern the King’s Huntfman,being extraordinarily dextrous both in Hunting and 
Fowling as opportunity ferved. For this reafon the King’s Huntfman greatly en¬ 
vied him, and as they two Hunted together fecretly murthered him and hid his 
Body in a thick Wood. Now Lothebroc kept a certain Greyhound, which was 
exceedingly fond of him, and the Huntfman being gone with the reft of the Dogs 
ftaid there alone by his Lord’s Body. On the Morrow when the King asked for 
Lothebroc, Bern anfwered, that the day before he ftaid in the Wood, and fince that 
he had not feen him. But fee, the Greyhound comes to the Court, and fawning 
upon the King as well as others, as foon as he had filled his Belly again departed 
Doing this often he was dogged to the place by thofe who found out the Body 
and brought the Relation to the King. The matter being examined and found out, 
the Huntlman is fentenced to be put into the Boat of Lothebroc without any Oars 
or Tackling, in which after a few days (Turely the Boat knew the way) he was 
caft upon Denmark, where brought to Lothebroc his Sons and examined by torture 
what was become of their Father, whofeBoat they fufficiently knew, he affirmed 
that by Edmund King of the Eaft Angles he was difeovered and killed by his 
Command. 

35 ". They prepare then a Navy and under Condud of Bern pafs into England\ 
where landing m the Northern parts as was faid before, they harafs grievoufly 
the whole Province of the Northumbrians , and having brought it to their beck. 

Inguar quits his Company, and with a great Fleet failsto a City of Eaft England 
where St. Edmund Reigned, which having entred he burnt and killed both Old 
and Young as he met them in the Streets. When he was wearied with killing, 
certain poor People whom he thought below his Anger, he called to him, and ve¬ 
ry diligently inquired where Edmund their King at that time refided. He had heard 
he was in the flower of his Age, very ftrongand Martial every way, and therefore 
he hafted to kill all he could find in any place, left their King fhould make too 
ftrenuous an oppofition, who at that time lived far off from the City in a Village, 
m their Language called Eglefdon or Halefdon, but now Horne (he writes) by 
which Name the neighbouring Wood was alfo called. For that Nation of Danes 
and Alamans was wont never in open Field to ingage with an Enemy, except he 
was before that intrapped with Snares: Therefore fent he a trufty Meffenger be¬ 
fore to efpy out where the King was, fignifying that he himfelf would as conve¬ 
nience offered it felf follow after. The Meflenger coming to the King delivered 
his Menage after this manner. Inguar the mofl Invincible King both by Land and 
Sea, my redoubted Lord having conquered feverai Countries, and Landed in this with 
many Ships is refolved here to Winter j and commands thee to give him the half of thy 
Treafure and Riches, by which means under him thou maijt pojftbly Reign; but in cafe 
thou defpifejt his Power fupported by fo many Legions, thou jhalt be judged both un¬ 
worthy thy Life and a Kingdom. The King fighed having heard the Meffage, and 
calling to him one of his Bifhops, who was Secretary, asked his Advice what to 
anfwer. He being concerned for the King’s Life, bymany Examples exhorted him 
to comply with the Pagan. The King for a while was filent, then anfwered the 
Meflenger alter this manner: Return thy Mafter fpeedily this Anfwer : Know that 
for the love of a Temporal life , Edmund a Chrifiian Kingwillnot fubjetl himfelf to 
a Pagan Captain, except he jirfl become a Chrifiian. The King had fcarcely laid fo 
much and the Souldier gone out of the Houle when Inguar met him and command¬ 
ed him to give him in lliort an account of what he laid. He declaring what his 
anfwer was, The Tyrant commanded all the King’s Houlhold to be difperfed, and 
he himfelf alone to be laid hold on and fecured. 


36. But 
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" 36. But fome Hiftoriographers relate, that the Danes palling through Norfolk as Sedt. p. 

far 5 as Thetford, there firft found St. Edmund King of Eaft England, who as it s 
faid, got an Army together and fought with them. Butthe Danes ^prevailing he 
fled alter the llaughter of almoft all his men to the Cattle of H^fdon, whi¬ 
ther they fpeedily purfued him and the firft man they met was hejumfelt, not tar 
from the Caftle, where they asked him how they might find out King Edmund. 

He as if he had not been the Perfon, told them ,When I was in the Caftle he was there , 
and when I came out he departed, and whether he Jhallefcapeyourhands God knoweth. 

Then the Danes hearing him mention the Name of God knew him to be the King, 
and leading him back to the Caftle in his own Palace he was bound and led be¬ 
fore the Impious Judge, mocked and cruelly beaten. Then broughtthey him to 
a Tree near at hand, to which making him faft they ufed him as a Mark to ilioot 
againft infport, and wounded him in that manner through the whole Body, with 
the thick Ihower of their Arrows making Wound upon Wound, while ope Shaft 
drove out another. But Inguar perceiving that by no means could his Faith or 
Conftancy be overcome, he commanded the Hangman to cut-off Ins Head, which 
was done with one ftroak as he prayed, on the nineteenth of November ip the year 
of our Lord DCCCLXVI according to fome, and according to others DCCCLXA. 

The Danes leaving his Body in the place, carried his Head into the Wood called 
Eglefdon or Halefdon, and caft it among the thick Brambles, onpurpofe that be¬ 
ing found it might not be committed together with the Body to Chrifiian Burial. 

But how this Head crying out it felf Here, here, here , when they fought for it 
was found, and how bellowed, it’s not proper for us here to relate. We onely give 
the Reader what Account we can of the firft coming of the Danes into the If land, 
and that the firft of thefe Stories concerning the Incontinency oiOfbrith , and what 
followed thereupon, may not feem altogether improbable let him remember what 
we have laid in our Hiftory of Spain concerning the firft Invafionof the Moors in 
that Countrey. Nothing is more certain than this that Sin foreruns pumfhment. 

Vice and Debauchery enervate a People, and prepare a Nation for Ruine and _De- 
ftrueftion. This farther obferve, that our,Writers call thefe Danes fometimes Dam, E / he[w X fi > * 
otherwhiles Daci. Some of them write of them as feverai Nations, which Irom temfori bus 
thebeginningof Ethelwulfi s Reign till the coming of William the Norman 
the Land, though they commonly be known by that one of Danes, in the vmro- liJJimas gatm 
nicle of John Brompton tliey are thus marfhalled: The Danes with the Goths, the ut tmmifit 
NomegiL with the Smelts, the WanJals with the Frifiats Neighbours to the 
Saxons, Angles and Jutes , if not of the fame Original, as the Reader by conlider- ce h ant} /«/. 
ing the places whence they all came may eafily find. cTtlV^or- 

The t!m e oE 37 - To return to Byrhtric, in whofe third year, the firft landing of the Danes maggr f es , 
the firft Arri- happened, we have little elfe to obferve during his Reign, than that fiery Dragons cumSuatbe- 
vaiof the were feen flying in the Air, which afterwards were interpreted as forerunners of du, 

® anes ‘ two grievous forts of mifeheifs, viz. a great Famine, and the Pagan Nation of the^ j #> - a y ex , 
Danes, and Norwegians, which as Huntingdon writes in the tenth year ol fy rhtr * c > °rdio regni 
firft miferably wafted the Parts lying North of Humber and then cruelly 
ftroyed the Churches of Chrift in the Province of Lindisfarne, together with tne j u - 

Inhabitants, on the Ides of January. In the mean whUe, Eadburg the Daughter 
of Off a, and Wife to Byrhtric , behaved her felf m a moft infolent manner toward ^ ■?_ - 

her Husband’s Subjects, coveting to a<ft like her Father, and incurring themdig- M 
nation and hatred of all Souldiers, Magiftrates, and the whole People. All Ke- 
The cruelty ligious Perfons ftie backbited to the King, and got fuch an hand over Inm, tnat 
and malice of e ^ er bewitched by her flatteries, or wearied with her importunities, luch as lne 
£$%£ accufed weredeprived either of Life, or baniihed them hisDominions; but rncaf® 
ihe could not prevail fo far, they would difpatch them with Poyfon. At ths time 
™ there was a certain young Man, Noble and Rich, and in great favour with Byrk- 

poyfonsVer^ trie, whom not able to undermine in that former way, ihe re . folved J 0 .TO 
Husband. Her defign took effeift upon him, and on him whom Ihe never intended, the King 
himfelf, who by accident tailed of the deadly Cup. The King being dead, out ot 
fear of being called to account for her Villanies, ihe fled with great rreafures ui- 
to France, and prefented her felf with great gifts to cWei- the Great. He, whe¬ 
ther taken with her Beauty, or with a defign to try her, ^ d f . he J‘ ch ^® 

“ or his Son that flood by him, whether ol them flic would for her Husband; Ihe 
“ anfwered fuddenly and plainly, that if fhe might chufe, fhe had rather have 
. “ the Son than the Father, as being far the younger of the two. The King repli- 
“ ed, that had fhe chofen himfelf, Ihe fhould have had his Son, but became his 
“Son fhe had chofen, fhefhorid have neither the one nor the others gut he 

B b thought 
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Sect. 9. “ thought a Monaftery the place fitteft for her, there to bewail her heinous fins ; 

'✓yC in which having aftumed the religious habit, Ihe hypocritically fpent a few years; 

for as flie lived wickedly in her own Countrey, fo rather more wretchedly did (lie 
behave her felf there, under the cover of a Veil. Being on a time, as was ex- 
pe&ed, and thought bufie at her devotions, Ihe was bufie at another kind of 
But comes to wor ^ w hh a mean of her own Nation, which coming to light, Charles 

a miferabie caufed her to be thruft out of the Monaftery, though extremely againft her mind 
tad - and liking. The remainder of her days fhe fpent in want, mifery and dis¬ 

grace, with one pitifuil Servant, begging her bread from Houle to Houfe, Town 
to Town, and City to City, till at laft Ihe miferably died at Pavia. 

3 8. But Byrhtric being dead, after he had Reigned fixteen years, all mens eyes 
Egbert re- were fixed upon Egbert the Exile, and by many Mefiengers, having recalled him, Saxon An . 
madeKi" d tlll T admitted him uhanimoufly for their King, in the third year of the Reign of Ecg- 

‘ e nls ’ the Emprefs Irene, much about the fame time that Charles the Great received the bjiyht. 
Title Of Emperour in the Weft, in the fourth of Cuthred King of Kent, and the 
fourth of Cenulf King of the Mercians, A. D. DCGC. He fo well at the firft un- 
derftood his Intereft, as to fettle and eftablilh his Kingdom at home in the love and 
affe&ion of his Subjeds; It then being time to look about him, the firft tryalof 
Overthrows his Martial Condud was againft the Britains, of whom, firft he fubdued them 
In *<fZmoaii that inhabited Cornwall, and then made thofe Tributaries, as Malmesbury expref- 
and Wales, feth it, who live North of them, being feparated from the other by an Arme of 
the Sea* meaning thofe who live beyond the River Severn, and in thofe Parts we 
no w call Wales. His luccefs was fuch, as thereby his Neighbours were very much 
ftartled, as jealous whither his Power would grow. Beornulf King of the Merci¬ 
ans , was the firft that really concerned himfelf, and thinking it a matter of glory 
by his courage and .refolution, to remove the fears of others, was refolved to 
Subi h ft uarre l with him, and proceeding to a War, they met and fought at a place cai- 
IE. e led Ellandune , of which we have already fpoken. Egbert elevated by this Vic¬ 
tory, and founding hopes upon the fame grounds, his Neighbours had done their 
fears, while the fame of his late fuccefs was yet frefh, lent Ethelwolf his Son, 

Ealbflan hisBiihop ( of Sherburn') and Wulfheard his General with a great Army 
into Kent, to conquer that Province, which he thought was eafie to be done at 
this time, when the Inhabitants thereof were by lazinefs rendred unfit for War, 

Kaft q ^« ies C and ver y Name would ftrike a Terrour into them. They that were fent, fire* 
n& es ' nuoully executed his commands, and palling over all the Countrey, found their 
work more eafie than they could imagine; for having”driven out Balred the King 
beyond the Thames, they fubdued Kent, Surry, the Southern and the Eaftern Sax¬ 
ons. ’ And the fame year the King and People of Eaft England, for fear of the 
Mercians, fubmitted themfelves to his Vaflallage and Prote&ion. As for the . 
times of thefe Victories, Malmesbury placeth that againft Bernulf at the fixth 
year of his Reign, though the Annals fet it at a far greater diftance, and place 
thofe other Conquefts with the fubmilfion of Eaft England, in one and the fame Am. 
year, which Ills prefent Copy fpeaks of, as having happened in the twenty fourth DCGCXXIir ’ 
of his Reign. Neither were thefe all his exploits of this year, as fome interpret 
the Annals. For he fought againft the Devonjhire Weljh, they fay, at a place cal¬ 
led Gafulford, now Camelford ; there where Leland will have famous Arthur to 
have been flain, not far from Tindagium or Tindagel, his native place upon the 
Sea lliore. Indeed Marianus writes, that in this place the Britains and Saxons fcep yxyye- 
fought a bloudy Battel, in the year of our Lord, DCCCXX. But the Annals alagejcohc 
fpeak onely of a fight of Weljh, and thofe whom they call Dena at Gafulford, &e 
not fpeaking of Egbert being concerned in the Battel. ^ 

39. The Eaft Angles having fubmitted themfelves to Egbert, never left off till Sconxeane 
they had flain Bernulf and Ludecan the Mercian Kings, who never could reft from Sec. 

• troubling their Neighbours. Their Succeflbur Withlaf he firft drove from his 
Kingdom, then afterwards was received and fuffered to Reign as a tributary Vaf- 
fal. The lame year that Egbert fubdued the. Kingdom of the Mercians, the Moon l 3 ep mona 
was Eclipfed on Chriftmas day, at night, and he led an Army into Deira againft the a]>y r qiobe 
TheNonbum- Northumbrians - who fubmitted themfelves with fuch humility, that they parted on miK>e r 
tohim fubmk lovingly without a ftroke; for fearing his difpleafure of a long time conceived l ,,nc P e r 
againft them, they gave up hoftages or fome other fecurity for their quiet and S* 

Ae reduces all obedient deportment. Having now reduced all Britain to obedience, all the reft DCCCXXVIL 
obedfnc t0 of his Life, faith Malmesbury, for nine years together he lived in tranquillity, fave 
e c ' onely that toward the latter end of his Reign, a Company of Danijh Pirates lan¬ 
ding in his Countrey, grievoufly difturbed the Peace of hjs Dominions. Such is 

the 


—-rhe incertainty incident to humane Affairs; that he who firft ruled overall the Sect?. 

ijuAilh flmuld have little caufe to rejoyce in the obedience of thofe of his own 
ft ,• riift-iirbed bv a Foreign Enemy, whofe violence extended not onely 
to°himfelf 1 bm: l h 1 is^Succ^fo^I e wfth ou,: ^ermiffion. ■ When he ledh toBM 
*? “ l t-bem as if Fortune was tyed to certain Rules and Methods, fhe 

Afd^t court him S the ufual manner, but feeitted to be taken with new Faces, 
did not c doubted of the Vi&ory which had inclined to him the greater 

^ of*e if te tft the Garkid wLn the Sun went down, though by the 
part of the y> covered the lhame of being beaten. In the following 

tmltth he rut to flights great multitude. Atlaft 

nattei whu * an( j f even months, he died and was buried at 

having Reigned y V } ’ opportunities whence, to raife him Glory, and 

pStog’hLl^uSsfhTSfwhat ta had obtained by Muftry, he toft not by 

la t e |u»o the Monk, the Annatfigniiy^t theH^to 

The Danes men fo they call the Danes, wafted Sceajnge , and the following y ear that Egbert fought men oj;ep . 
fovade, and thirty five Ships of Pirates, at a place called a J rea ? hej^aton 

worft Egbert. fl au£ hter of men. That the Danes remained Matters of the-Field: that Hereferth and gceapige. 
S two Sps, were flain, and moreover died two great Officers ( Ealdormen ) 
r» nAciGnoA The defeat was received near Carr, a River in Dorfetjbire, w hereon 

K rZt clTcTmZ^h, juft as it difehargeth it felf into the Sea, lucky 

f tlf c Jf wto here not onely. bud the better of ^ in a Sea fight, but 
eioht vears after King Ethelwolfe his Son. And this was the onely check w e reade 

^tU ever ^rr^eceivedit his fortune 

Eg/and. n A nna i s themfelves of thefe Invafions make mention, but whether out of their 3 hi toa- 

m J b mav be iuftly doubted, for as to thofe times they are much numsecyp- 

toThedarf little have they but fabulous or uncertain, which is thereon we|on 
Snft give rithet theirs or the Hiftory of their neighbouring Northern Nationsa ^‘ 2 na 
part or fhare in this prefent work. As- for Egbert, as if he had now done enough C y nm5 pin . 
to prevent any more misfortunes which might blurr the luftre of his former At- nenbe 
Vi^uompntc hp died the following year: a great man, whofe fortune fo concurred pon’Sahej? 
SSbffit^ of the Englijh Nation. For fo hyp 5 e -3 

now f muft Sto by hi order and appointment, who having conquered akeady mgy* 
four of the other fix Kingdoms, and fwallowed up the other two alio in hope, to ^ V* 1 
the end that they which were fubdued and reduced to the ^of ^p^f^’ahrschfn- 
might be conjoyned likewife in one Name, commanded by an Echa: or jerr&une -j 

He ftyies the Tion, that the whole Heptarchy ffiould be called enslelonb, 5e * 

whole Hep- * it eot m Latin the Name of Anglia, taking its Denomination from the d ym&e 5 e- 
mtlalpt 6 Amies fthough he himfelf was King of the Weft Saxons, and Conquerours are ^ealer 
S e ° f£ ^ wont to impofe their own Names) as being of the three Nations moft m number, ge^eemr- 
and of greateft power. For they poflefled the Kingdoms of .Northumberland and 7 - 

Mercia very great and large Countries, together with Eaft England .- Whereas 
rile Pofterity of the Jutes iSld onely Kent, or with it the Ifleof W/#/ : The^x- 
Lx, Eafifex, Southfex and Weflfex, a finaU parcel mdeed if compared with the 

^A^Su^^a^rii^hnpmrmnce of this Conftderation, that even long before this (a) HiJloridm 
they were generaUy and throughout called Englijh, and in then own1 Language 
Enjlatheod, Anglcynne, Englcynn, and Englifcmon: Albeit every Kuigdom ha ^ n icamj quam 
particular Name of its own. This appears fufficiently out of other Authours, but nuper ^ 
especially Bede who intituled liis Hiftory The Qa) 

gUJh Nation ,a Name fufficiently known to theL^irned^and beft InteUigent: Perlons ^ 

f though Kina Alfred tranflating the faid Hiftory for the undemanding ofithe 
meaner and general fort added to\ the wx>rd (0 Saxon Nay, during the Hep- fgeperen- 
Sy thele Princes that bore fway over the reft w ere filled Gentts Anglorum Re- ' ne 1 
„ c. ■ Tesll Kings of the Englijh Nation. Now lay the Name of Britain forgotten and |^ cni at 
2f Hr qufte out of ufe among the Inhabitants of the Ifiand remaining onely in Books 
ffafiE 4 and not taken up in common Speech; infomuch, that any other word would de ^ ax . 
down°rather than it. Boniface the Biihop of Mentzd fended olth.sNatmnyl- 
led this his Countrey by the Name of Saxony beyond the Sea. Yet Ai&Eadredz- 
bout the Year of our Lord DCCCCXLVUI ufe in fome Charters and Patents the 

J3 b 2, i\ame 
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Se< 5 t. i o. Name and Title of King of Great Britain • and Edgar about the Yeirnrrm vv 
w ~ v ~' s ^ aflumed this Title, The Monarch of all Albion. But not onely the Name of Bri- 
* ai "l b Vf / l a * on c \ alfo was laid afleep; as to the Englijb themfelves who thence¬ 
forth called themfelves no more by it. We fay to themfelves: It was in their 
power to call themfelves Engli/b, but not to procure all their Neighbours to doe the 
ike. For as we have formerly hinted the Britains of Wales and Cornwall, knowing 
them firft by that of Saxons, and having fuch fmarting caufes never to forget their 
firll coming into the Ifland, it foftuckwith them, that they never took any no¬ 
tice of the change, neither at this very day in their Language do it. They term 
usnot Enghjbmen but Saifons, and our Language Saifonaeg. And not onely they 
but the which fhll retain the true ancient Scotch or Iri/b Tongue, and the 
Irtjb themfelves write us Saxonach in their Orthography, but pronounce us Safa- 
nagh. For as well the Irifb Language as the Weljb even to this very day is utterly 
unacquainted with the Names of England and of Englijkmen 7 


S E C T. X. 

The Monarchy of the Englijh Saxons in Britain, from 
the Death of Egbert, to the Monarchy of the Danes 
in Britain, 

The fpace of Qne Hundred and Eighty Tears. 


* , , ,, r - T° Succeeded his Son Ethelwulfe (otherwife called Adelwolfe Athe- 

Htf P 1 W0 A f?’ and ) in the ^ yearo 

Emperour of the Eaft ; the twenty fourth of Ludovzcus Pius Emperour of die Weft 

Jd VCCCXXXVU ° r 3 ^{ Kin S of Ae Mercia., the fifteenth Indiffion; 

A. D. DCCCXXXVII. Malmesbury writes, that he Reigned twenrv oni n _ 

five Months, a Man of a mild Difpdfition, who chofe ratlfer to Tve quiedythan 
to rule over many Provinces ; for contenting himfelf with the Weft Saxon Kino- lib ‘ 2 ‘ 2 ‘ 
dom the Inheritance of Jus Anceftours, the other Appendices fas he calls then?") 

Air.ft ri, W Uch , Fath ^ r had [ ubdued , he beftowed upon his Son Etheljlan,, who died 
® ;r h ^'“ w 15 u «“ly uncertain. Bunhred King of the Mercia,h he alffi 
gainft theBr/- with his Forces agamft the Britains , and not a litde graced him by the Marriage 
of his Daughter. The Dtmifh Pirates who ftragled through the whole Ifland 
?"^,hy their fudden Inrodes infefted all the Sea Coafts, he not once put to flight 
himfelf, or by his Captains; although, according to the chance of War he re¬ 
ceived very frequent and heavy Ioffes from them, the City of ZWcandall Kelt 
Rtftraim the m a manner being laid wafte by them. The greateft help againft them was the 
* hisCounfeUours, who took fuch order, that the Enemy never afled 

vShinw. any Hoftility, but was one way or other chaftized for it. For he had two mS 
Coimfellour,. excellent Prelates in his time: Smtbin of Wmcheficr and Aljlm of Sbireim who 
knowing the King to be dull and heavy, by their often Admonitions and Inftnufti- 
ons, ftdl excited linn to the difcharge of his Royal Duty. Smthin defpifing Tem- 
pqra things mftruifted his Sovereign in Matters Celeftial. Aljtan concluding that 
Civil Affairs were not to be neglefled, animated him againft theitoer, bolifur- 
niflnng the Treafury with Money and taking care for thl raffing of Armies. Such 
as reade the Annals (hall find many things both feduloufly b%ra and happily 
brought to conclufion by him. By thefc two Etbelmlfc being fupported, rook 
good care for Foreign matters, and negtafted not his Domeftick bufinels. Alter 
his Triumphs over his Enemies lie turned himfelf to the fervice of God, to whofe 
Servants he granted die Tenths of all the Hides within his Kingdom, free from all 

Duties 
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; Duties arid Moleftations. But this is but a friiall matter faith the Mortk.' Having Se£t. io 
G oc* to Home taken drder for his matters at home he; went to Rome, where to Saint P 4 ter he ot- 
pa> ing Peter f e red thatTribute which England pays at this very day, iii the prefence of Pope 
pence- Eeo the Fourth, who had honourably received Elfredey his; Soil formerly lent to 
him, and had anointed him King. Having there made a flay of a whole year he 
repaired the School of the Englijb, which as was reported, : being firft founded by 
on in* return Off* King of the Mercian's, was burned the year after. Thence returning home 
marries. thorough France, he there Married Judith the Daughter of Charles , King of that 
Nation, firnamed theBald. 

1. Arhis return he found, what he never fufpe&ed, that he had incurred the 
difpleafure of fome about him. For Ethelbald his own Son, Alflan the Bifhop 
Iris Sonand O- °f Shireburn , and Enulph Earl or Count of Somerjetfhire confpired together to 
thers confpire depole him ^ yet upon better advice it was agreed that the Kingdom lhould be di- 
to depofe him . v idecl betwixt Father and Son. However the Partition was very unequal, his Ad- 
verfaries prevailed that the Weftern part of the Countrey, being far the better, 
lhould be allotted to his Son, and the Eaftern left to him, who yet Ihewed fueh in¬ 
credible goddnels, that out of hatred to ftrife and contention, he patiently yielded 
to his Son, and gently reprefied the People, which concerned for his Honour and 
Upon what Dignity, werealready aftembled to afiert them. All this ftir was raifed about his 
account Wife being a ftranger, yet entertained he her with great refpedt, and placed her 

on his Throne, contrary to the cuftome of the Weft Saxons: For * outof hatred * Gww nam _ 
to the wicked practices of Eadburgh Daughter to Ojfd King of the Mercians and mis accident a - 
Wife to Bjrhtric, and they neither fijffered the Wives of their Kings to fit by ^TinZnZx- 
their Husbands, nor fo much as to have the honour of being called Queens. M%gemfde~- 
Such was the Decree they made to prevent liich mifehiefs for the time to come,« nonpatitun 


Afterwards 
he makes his 
Will. 


but lie out of his kindnefs to Judith now repeal’d it. A few Months before his ’JinZmZpft 
Death he made his Teftament, wherebyafterthe Divifion of his Kingdom betwixt fare-, fed 
his two Sons Ethelbald and Ethelbirth, he afligned a Portion to his Daughter, and R& 
forever in every tenth Hide of his Inheritance, he commanded that a Poor man f,S™n“o- 
Ihould be fed and clad; as alfo every year three hundred Marks of Gold to be verfiam imi 
fent to Rome, whereof one hundred to be conferred on Sr. Peter, another upon 
St. Paul to find them with Lights, and an hundred as a Prefent given to the Bi- L»/e- 
Jhop. He lived two years after his return from Rome, and then dying was buried voUejufdem 
in the Bifhop’s Church at f Winchefter. fnamfufffZ 

majares illius 

tcrrcc perhibent Ajjetius. t autemfibi vult illud Ajferit defunSo autem ALtheltoidfo Rege ; Jepultoque apud Stemmgam ? 


3. So much Malmesbury from AJferius concerning Ethulwolfe, his Hiftory being 
the belt and moft fubftantial of all thofe of Monks, which therefore \ye take as 
text whereon to comment in making out the Affairs of thefe obfeure times ; for 
obfeure enough they are, though our baren Writers are fo ridiculous as to excufe 
the length of their fliort Stories, and tell us they are fo * fliort in their Relati- 
ons, out of ftudy to avoid Prolixity and Tedioufnefs, whereas their Accounts they J^mb™ 
give us are fo icant, that little profit can be made of them, and they attribute rnmgeflafinee 
their brevity to their own contrivance, which indeed is to be aferibed to their 
want of Intelligence. As for what he writes concerning his giving to Etheljlan f v Z‘a?enimil- 
ail that his Father had conquered, his words are (V) luch, as Etheljlan may b etatproiixita- 
conceived, not the Son of Egbert, but of Ethehvulje, and fome makes him to prohibetfln- 
have been the Son of one, and fome of the other. A late (b~) Writer tells us, tha ti„ s d.p.s^.' 
the Saxon Annalift, the Authority of whom is ancienter, fays exprefly, that Eg-yoi.Savii. 
bert himfelf gave to Etheljlan his Son the Kingdom of Kent, EJfex, Surrey and^/^* 
Sujfex j but the Annals fay no fuch thing, their ( c) Tranflatour indeed has foifted in f aX onum Heg- 
the word Egbertus , but the text (d') it feIf which polfibly he confulted not, hath «»«»«»««> ^ 
no fuch w ord in that fentence, but onely mentions Ethelwulfe therein. ^Trji&jugale- 
he is Brother or his Son it feems he parted with fo great a fliare of his Dominions to rat appendicia 
him, which for fome years he held, though how long, as Malmesbury obferves, is 
terly uncertain. The unwarlike difpofition of Ethelwulfe, might well give In - dit, gui quart. 
couragment to the Danes, who the year following the death of Egbert, came again f ne 

ceitum. 

(b) Milton Hift. of England, (c) A. DCCCXXWl. Nine Ethehvulfus Ecberti filius occidentalium Saxonum Eegnum capefftt : 
fiiio autem fuo Ethelftano ( Elbertus Cantuariorttm ) Saxonum Orientalium. Gutbrogienjium , & Gutbfaxonum Hegnum dona- 
nit, ita interpret, textus autem fiefe babet . (Jj F e U5 iE^elf ulp Ecbpyhcmg co pefc Seaxna pice. *] hefealdc 
h'rruna jE^eftcane Cantyana pxe T eape Seaxna *3 Su^pigea -3 Su)> Seaxna. 


upon 






Sect. io. 

The Danes 
are twice de¬ 
feated by his 
Captains. 


Who being 
incouraged 
inv.id eLindfy. 
Wafte Eatt 
England with 
Kent. 


Matters him 
at Sea. 


In the next 
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Captain ob¬ 
tained a Vic¬ 
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Yet they en¬ 
ter th eTbamcs 
and fact Lon¬ 
don. 


The Monarchy of the Englijh Saxons in Britain, Part IV. 

upon the Coafts with three and thirty fhips. The Annals (e) fay that Wulfheard 00 A 837. 
the Ealdorman ,, fought with them at Hamtune , that great {laughter was there 
made, and that he obtained the Victory; but died the feme year of Age, its ve-^.“ e ^* 
ry probable as oneobferves, feeming to have been one of Egberts old Comman- ahC3e tpam 
ders who was fent with Ethelwulfe to fubdue Kent. This repulfe did not 10 dil- rune & c 
courage them, but that either prefled on by thofe that fent them, or allured ( f) -3 =Sy 
with plunder and booty, the fame year they landed in another placq, and gave ylcangeape 
Battel at Port ( or Portsmouth ) to (/) Ethelhelm another of the King’s Captains ETpahc 
with the Dorfetjhire Men. For a good while (lb the Annals Word it ) he had 
the better of them. But at length the Danes became Matters of the Field, and “H*? 
Ethelhelm ( whom in this place the Annals term both Dux and Ealdorman ) they J Popc 
put to flight or rather flew him in the place. , mu>dopj<c- 

4 Animated by this Succefs, in Profecution thereof,they gave Battel the follow- rum . -j 5o . 
ing vear to * Herehryht (or Herbert) another of his Officers whom with many o- dephile Ae¬ 
thers they flew at a place called Merfcwar, whence driving as it were all before nehejie ge- 
them, they fuddenly invaded LmJefey (that part of Uncohjtire, which lies North J 

from the City) where wafting aU with barbarous Hoftility, they pierced into ^“rcan 
Haft £»U, and tlience into Kent, putting many to the Sword in aU thefe Jto , c ‘ 
places. Here was no oppofition made againft them, or fo ineffectual that they ^ >g 0Re 
proceeded, and not onely did great Mifchief at Canterbury and Rochejler, but Ealfcopman 
came to London , and here did their pleafure the next year after. Ethelwulfe opj-lo&cn 7 
feemed at his Wits end, as great Violence being by thefe attempts offered to * lien bepe- 
his peaceable mind, as to the Perfons of his Subjecfts; but by thofe about him bpyhc Eal- 
f the Bilhop of Winchejler efpecially, as Malmesbury affirms) he was excited to 
make reflftence, and to provide a Navy, his belt defence; for had the Englrjh m ^ ^ 
tliofe ignorant times underttood their true Intereft as well as afterward Egbert did ha ,,, enum 
his they had not endured thofe Mileries they fluttered from thofe barbarous Ro- monnum . 
vers no way there being to flecure the Land but by being Matters at Sea, the monige 
beft’Bulwarks againft thofe hoftile Invafions, being flout and well manned fhips. midhim on 
But fuch was their fmall pradbice, and thereupon little skill in Maritime Affairs, cpepycj’a- 
that they were inferiourto the Pirates, continually exercifed in Navigation. For gj™' 
the year that Mowed the Slaughter at London,, Etbelwulfe fighting againft thirty 
and five of their fliips at the River Carr , had the fame fortune his Father had had ^ on 
before in the feme place, the Danes remaining Matters of the place, ot Fight. eayv En- 
Yet that the Englijh might not be utterly difcouraged, Fortune feemed a little glum -3 on 
to own them in the next attempt they made the following- year. For one Car.rya- 
Eanulf with the Somerfetjhie Men, Ealjtan a Biihop {Aljlan of Winchejler , doubt- pum sp¬ 
iel's the fame that + Malmesbury fpeaksof ) and Oferick another Officer with thofedonmon.se 
of Dorfetjhire, at the Mouth of the River Pedridan , mgaged with an Army °f “ r ” om 
the Danes, made great flaughter of them, and got the Vfelory. t) =Samhepi- 

5. If a judgment be to be made of the ftate of thefe Affairs from thefe Imall j y lc 
hints we have from the Annals (the foundation of all the later Hiftories of the internes 
Monks) we are to conclude that the Defeat they received at this place was of great oprlegen 
confequence. For, for five years after, or more , we hear nothing of them, nor vtrta ocajt, 
any thing elfe of Etbelwulfe and his Officers, who feemed fo amuzed with thefe 
DaniJhWars, that they were attentive to nothing elfe, durft meddle with no other K q r_ 

bufinefs left they lhouJd be unprepared for a frelh affiault. And their care was not \* atur 
without its due effect. For when they had reaflumed their former confidence, f u j ertl , H . 
and landed again, one Ceorl * an Ealdorman ,affifted with the Shire of Devon , Affe- t Ad. An. 
t ins relates, and the Annals from him, fought with them at a place called ^gan- ^ c ^li. 
beorche , where he killed very many of them and remained Vfetor. Neither did *H qi Ceorl 
they fere better in other places. The fame year King Ethelflan , together with ealdopman 
Ealchere a Captain, defeated a great number of them at Sandwich , and taking nine gepeahr 
of their Ships, forced the reft to lliift for themfelves : and the Pagans were con- ha?]>tne he- 
ftrained thereabout to Winter, which they did, as Ajferius writes (and that the pemid &e- 
firft time) in the Ifle of Shepey. Yet for all this being refolute as lar as even to rc>p 
defperation, with fifty Sliips did they this feme year enter the Thames Mouth , 
whence they ranged as far as Canterbury and London. Fabius Ethelward writes,that &c f K Aa _ 
they deftroyed both. Ajferius , though he encreafes the number of their Ihips to vAes.Apratji- 

Anno dominies meapnauemr 85i.nacintaci r autem yplppredi pegip ;Ceopl Domnams Com ^r concpa 
paranor Noimvannor pue Dano; pugnauit; in loco qui bicicup Vuicganbeops -3 Chjuraam vicrop a _ 
habuenunc 7 ec ipro eodtm anno ppimum hyemauepunc pa^am m mjula qua; vocacup Scqneg 7 quoa 
inreprjieracup mpula outumjr qua; ysci ere in tamep plumule intep Cayc return -j Canruapior-) ca 
ad Cancium ppopiop eye quamad Gsrc reaxnum in quamonartepium oprimum conycpucrum eye. Ajje 
p - Edit, l'arkericma qua nos utimur, Saxetticis charatttribus qutbttsAjjtrins ipfe hbrum Jcrsjjit. lije 
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three hundred and fifty, ydtfpeaks onely of their pillaging of London. The Annals Sedt. I o* 
add,that they put to -flight Beortulf the King of the Mercianspvho made head againft 
Wiience imo them with an Army, then patting Southward over the Thames into Surry , they 
Stmy, where encoun tred Etheluulfe with Ethelbald his Son at a place called Aclea , but here they 
ferthrowj °~ received a great overthrow, greater than ever before or after that Aferius 
them. heard of. 

6 . The fuccefe of this year brought much reputation to Ethelwulfe , whom now 
being at leafure, two years after, Burhred King of the Mercians and thofe of his 
Council befought to give them afliftence againft the Inhabitants of North Wales, 

He reduces w hfeh he readily granted. Through the Territories of the Mercians he marched 

SnSes, againft the Britains , and forced them all to obedience, as had been defired. This 
to obedience, feme year did King Ethelwulfe , fend Elf red his Son to Rome , where Leo the Bilhop 
kindly entertained him, confecrated him King, and adopted him for his Epifcopai 
Son. In the mean time Ealkere ( or Ealcher) with the Kentifo Men, and Huda 
with thofe of Surry, were employed againft another Army of the Pagans, which 
Beats back the was landed in the Ifle of Thanet. At firft they had the better of them, driving 
Danes from t h em from their Poft; but afterward fo many were ttain, and fo many drowned 
Ifec f-Thamt. on both Aides, that the Vkftory remained doubtful!. Yet gave it no matter of 
mourning to the Court of Ethelwulfe, which now was bufied in Affairs of Love, 
the effect of which was, that the King fent away his Daughter after Eajler was 
over, to be married to Burhred King of the Mercians, and the Marriage was fo- 
lemnized in the Royal village called Cippanhamme. However the following year In villa pe- 
the Danes wintered in the Ifle of Shepey, the Annals fey now the firft time. Whe- £ ia qua; di¬ 
ther to make himfelf more acceptable to Almighty God, wliofe help he now ClCU P Cl F* 
found was highly neceflary for fuppreflion of thefe perpetual Annoiances, or o- Pannamme 
therwife religioutly moved, he nommade a Book of the tenth part of all his * 6> ' 
Lands, and his whole Kingdom which he dedicated to his fervice. Now as if he 
was fitted for undertaking a Pilgrimage to Rome, he went thither taking with 
him his young Son Alfred again, and there having ftaid twelve Months, mar¬ 
ried and died as the Monk of Malmesbury hath related, after two years. 

The farther 7. Of the difference betwixt his Eldeft Son and him, after his Return the An- 

reafon of the n als have nothing, but Ajferius confirms the report,affigning the pretended Caufe, 

Dgainft 3 ^ being that he had taken with him to Rome his young Son Alfred, there to be 

ithelttwlfe. inaugurated King, and had brought home with him an Outlandilh Wife. Gene¬ 
rally he is feid to have been averfe to matters of War, a Lover of Peace and 
Quiet which we are more apt to believe, having it told us, and *elfewhere that in * Abbrevia¬ 
tes young years lie was Bilhop of Winchejler, and for want of other Heirs was tioKes c J ro f : ~ 
conftrained to take upon him the Kingdom. If this be true, then muft Ethelflan Z^duifode 
formerly mentioned have been his Son, not his Brother or die Son of Egbert, Diccto & 

* who having him muft have had an Inheritour of Ills Dominions, and no ne- frlmtonAb- 
ceflity could then have lain upon Ethelwulfe of being King. To conclude with batisjomalcn - 
Ethelwulfe, the Annals give us Ills Pedigree, which reacheth no higher than^- 
to Adam himfelf. The Monk of Malmesbury is lb bold, as to mention it toge¬ 
ther with that we find in St. Luke , and thinks it not fuperfluous to put it into 
hisHiftory, although he is afraid, that the noife of barbarous Names may violate 
the ears of fuch as are not accuftomed to them. I difepprove of his mentio¬ 
ning it with the other in the feme Page, in the fame Book, nay, the feme day 
or year. Iam half afraid of the fame thing, and juftly of more, that the Reader 
will give no credit to it ; but to be guilty of this once, and no more, as a 
piece of curiofity I lhall leave it to the confideration of our Students in .Heraldry, 
referring them, if they defire more, to other Stemms of thefe Saxpn Princes par- 
His Genealogy, ticularly, that of Alfrede , which he may find in Ajferius. Ethelwulfe then was Anna!, fiu 
the Son of Egbert, Egbert of Ealkmund, Ealkmund of Eafa, E-fa of Eoppa , Eop- ebronotog. 
pa of Ingild, the Brother of Ina, King of the Weft Saxons. They were the Sons a ^dcccliT. 
of Cenred, Cenrei of Ceolwald, Ceolwald of Cutha, Cutha of Cuthwin, Cuthwin of 
Ceaulin, Ceattlin of Cenric, Cenric of Cerdic, Cerdic of Elefa , Elefa of Ejla , Efla 
of Gewis , Gewis of Wig, Wig of Freawine , Freawtne of Frithugar, Frithugar of 
Brond, Brond of Bteldceg, Bceldeeg of Woden, Woden of Frithuwald, Frithuwald of 
Freawine, Freawine of Freawulfe, Freawulfe of Fiun, Fiun of Godwulf Godwulf 
of Geat, Geat of Ttetwa, Tcetiva of Baaw, Bee aw of Sceldwea , Sceldwea of Here- 
mod, Heremod of Itermon, Itermon of Hrawrazn , who was born you muft know 
in Noah's Ark. Now he is of fmall Learning that knows not the Anceftours of 
Noah, viz. Lantech, Mathufalem, Enoch , Jared, Mahalaleel, Cainan, Enos, Seth 
and Adam. The Monk of Malmesbury's Pedigree differs much in Names from 

this. 
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Sect, i o. this. But the Heraldry of the Annals is the Ancienfer. Let fuch as defire va- 
rious Readings upon this Learned Subjedt, compare this Genealogy with that of 
liis and others: fome perhaps may have fo little to doe. And Reader, if thoii 
haft; heard of a wonderfull Atchievement, which fome who thought themfelves 
very Learned, they fay, performed of deriving King James his Pedigree from 
Adam, behold here the greateft part done, it’s but carrying on this Pedigree to 
the Sifter of Edgar, Etholing married to the King of Scots, and her Daughter to 
our Henry the Second. 

E the lb aid and 8. Ethelwulfe being dead, his two Sons Ethelbald and Ethellert divided his 

Ethelbert fuc- Kingdom betwixt them. Ethelbald reigned over the Weft Saxons. Ethelbert ob- 
KiSdom. 1 * tained Kent, Effex, Surrey and Sujfex. Ethelbald began his Reign in the fifteenth 
year of Michael the third Emperour of Conjlantinople, the fecond oiLudtrvicus, the 
lecond Emperour of the Weft ; in the days of Charles the Bald King of the Franks, 
the fixth of Burhred King of the Mercians, A.D. DCCCLVII. He was, as Mal¬ 
mesbury from Ajferius fets him out, heavy andfiuggilh, one that defiled his Fa¬ 
ther’s Bed, Marrying after his Death his Wife Judith. But he dying after five 
Ethelbald dies years, the whole Kingdom fell to the other Brother. The Annals fpeak nothing at An.&cccix 
ats/iw d aIi cf him from his coming to the Crown till his carrying to his Grave, which fcepyEpel-* 
they lay, as Malmesbury, was at Sherlurn. They add that Ethelbert (or E- baf 5 cyn- 
thelbryht as they call him) obtained the whole Kingdom of his Brother Qiis Fa- in 5 F°pj> 
ther rather) and governed it in great peace and concord. During his Reign a ) 

The Danes great Fleet of the Danes arrived at Hampton (faith Malmesbury ) and facked the I 1C 
fierbmaretf- City of Winchefler, which the Annals do confirm, as to the latter place notmenti- bupnan % 
terwards put oning where they landed. But they were fpeedily encountred by *Ofric the Ealdor- ^eng jtM. 
to flight. man with Hamptonfhire (now Hamjhire') and Ethelwulfe the Ealdorman, with bpyhtto- 
Bearwucjhire (or Berkshire') who put them to flight and become Matters of the callum 
Field. The Monk to this relation adds, that bein£ beaten away by the King’s ^ am l»ce 
Captains, after much lofs received they went over the Sea, and taking a great “fhpoSuji,' 
compafs, chofe the Ifle of fhanet to Winter in. This he relates as done all in one 
year, whereas from the Annals it appears, that their coming to fhanet was not till hepe re- & 
fix years after. The Kentifh men found themfelves concerned to purchafe Peace puhconOp- 
with them by a fumm of Money j but the Pirates under pretence of receiving pic eattSop- 
this Money, and confirming the League, made an Excurfion into the Countrey, man mi& 
and wafted all that part of Kent which lies toward the Eaft. Malmesbury again ftamtun 
adds, that the Inhabitants united themfelves and drove away thefe perfidious rijype *J 
Ethelbert dies. Wretches. About the fame time died Ethelbert after he had Reigned but five 

years, and his Body was buried with his Brothers at Sherburn. mibBeappuc 

by Ethelred. 9 - After the death of Ethelbert liicceeded Ethelred his Brother, another Son j-tyep-po¬ 

of Ethelwulfe, in the firft year of Bafilius Macedo Emperour of Conjlantinople, the nehepege- 
twelfth of Ludovicus the lecond Emperour of the Weft, the fixteenth of Burhred plymbon, 
(titular) King of the Mercians, A. D. DCCCLXVII. f Malmesbury having told us, . 

that he obtained his Father’s Kingdom, the fame number of y ears which his two 
Brothers, falls into a bemoaning of the fate of all the three, their miferable and lib. a. £3. 
deplorable fate, as he terms it, that they Ihould all die an immature death, yet in¬ 
deed being Royally defeended, and the Nation being involved in fuch dreadfuli 
Calamities, they might well prefer an honourable death before a miferable Reign. 

They lo courageoufiy and valiantly demeaned themfelves in defence of their Coun¬ 
trey, that no default is to be charged upon them, if profperoufly did not fucceed 
who fought what they refolutely had intended. This King nine times in one year fought with the 
Bands with d Enemy in.the Field, (as the chance of War is, with various fuccefs, yet ufually with 
the Danes, advantage) befides many fudden Excurfions whereby, as he was excellently skil¬ 
led in Strategems, he often reprefled the Infolency of thefe Rovers. On the fide 
of the Danes were flain nine Earls or Captains, one King, and multitudes of People 
without number. But above all memorable is the Battel he fought at Effchendune. 

The Army of the Danes being drawn up in that place, one part of it was led by 
two Kings, the reft by other skilfull Leaders. The King with his Brother Alfred 
comes upon them: The King muft ingage with the Kings: Alfred is fet upon the 
Captains. So courageous and refolute were both the Parties, that this day fufficed 
not to determine the Qjiarrel, the Controverfie mutt: be adjourned to that which 
followed. Scarce did the light appear w'hen Alfred was up and ready. His Bro¬ 
ther ftaid in his Tent bufie at his Devotions, and though a Meflage was brought 
him that the Pagans with great rage came on, he refilled to ftir untill they were 
ended.This Religious Confidence ot the King was very feafonable for the reftraining 
of the heat of his Brother’s youth, who was already ingaged. For the Battel of 
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the Englijb went to the worft; the Infidels had the Advantage of the Ground, Se£t. lo. 
and made fuch ufe thereof, that the Chriftians began to tliink of flight. Now 
comes lie unexpe&edly into the Battel, beats back the' Enemy, incourages his 
Friends and demeans himfelf with that Valour and Conduct that by God’s afiif- 
tence the Danes were difeouraged, betook themfelves to their Heels and ran away. 

There fell their King Ofegfive Earls,befides an innumerable company of ther^ilgar 
fort. • w 

TbcMei-tiam 10. Here our Writer will have us to remark that the Kings of the Mercians and 
endea- Northumbrians taking advantage at thele Danijh Wars wherewith Ethelred was 
vour to revolt" incumbred,withdrew. themfelves from theyoke of the Weft Saxons as much as they 
could, and had almoft recovered their former Independency, each Province there¬ 
fore envying the profperity of the other, the feveral Kings chofe rather to harbour 
the Enemy in their own Bofomes than give any relief to their diftrefledCountrey- 
men ,• and by tliis means ftudying rather a recovering than a preventing courfe, by 
The Eaft An. their lazinefs they let their Countrey run to ruine. The Danes grew upon them 
Z !es > w ftft° uc any oppofition,the Englifh were difeouraged and terrified, and every Vi<fto- 

‘Smberltmd, ry by means of the abundance of Captives became inftrumental to procure ano- 
wafted by ther. The Territories of the Eaftern Englifh with their Cities and Villages were 
thefe Robbers. p Qj ^^d by thefe Robbers, and their King St. Edmund being killed by them in 
the eight hundred and feventieth year from the Incarnation, on the nineteenth of ■ 

November by a Ihort Temporal death purchafed an Eternal Crown. The Merci¬ 
ans being Overrun more than once, leflened their Miferies by Submiflion, and gi¬ 
ving up Hoftages. And tbofeof Northumberland having been fometime totted with 
Civil Difientions, when the Enemy was at their heels fairly compofed all their 
Differences. Of berth their King whom they had expelled, they now received a- 
gain, and having made great preparations, they goe and meet the Enemy. But 
they are eafily beaten, and Ihut themfelves up within the Walls of Fork, which 
being quickly fet on fire by the Conquerours, and the flame increafing, burns the 
Buildings, and therein they perifti and cover their native Soil with their own Bones. 
Thenceforth Northumberland falling by right of War to the fliare of the Barbari¬ 
ans, for a long time groaned under their Dominion, and fighed at the thought of 
its former liberty. As for King Ethelred though unbroken with all his many la¬ 
bours he died at laft, and was buried at Winbum. 

11. This Ihort but good account we have from Malmesbury, of the ftate and 
condition of thefe times, how the Englifh Affairs flood both in reference to the 
Enemy, and to one another. What he (peaks of in general, we fhall illuftrateas 
much as we can by particular inftances, as to time and place, the beft courfe we 
can take in thefe obfeure matters. In the very firft year of hisReign a vaft Army m™. 

S ?wr and of Danes invaded the Land, Commanded by Hinguar, and Vbba^ two great Annal. ad 
lArrive - Souldiers but very cruel: Hinguar was very crafty and fubtile, Vbla was a Man An. U6. 

of extraordinary Courage. They landed in Eaft England, where wintring, they r ecl 

made truce with the Inhabitants out of defign to obtain from them a fufficient 
number of Horfes whereon to mount their Men. Being now become a ftrongBo- - d£J1 
dy of Horfe; the following year they patted over Humber as far as fork, where hoppude 
the Civil difientions of the People afforded them a notable advantage whereon to pupdon. *j 
work. As Malmesbury obferves they had driven into banilhment OJbryht their hihtm ppij- 
King, and fet up a Tyrant, one Ella in his room; but now though it was late, n am on. 
and the year declined, they recalled him, and fo compofed their matters that they gjjj • 
feared not to meet, and encounter this puiflant Army at fork, into which City h " 
part of the Pagans had already entred : They brake into the Town, but were re- eape eagl. 
cieved fb warmly by the Danes, that within as well as without, great (laughter opep hun - 
of them was made, and the quarrel was decided betwixt their two Kings, both of bpe mu>an 
them being flain in this Action, together with a great multitude of the People, so Sopop- 
The Remnant got as good terms from the Enemy as they could j but they were ^ on Nop- 
overrun, and the Countrey harafled as far as the River Tine. Egbert one of the 
Englijb Race, was appointed King over them in room of OJbrith. And now ihould ^ ' 
come in the ftory of Bricern, whofe Wife OJbert is faid to have raviihed, and who 
called in the Danes to revenge the injury upon the King. The thing if true was 
very remarkable, but we know not where Brompton had it; his Authority is not 
great, his Antiquity fmall. 

12. But the Dares having wrought their will in the Parts beyond the River 
Humber , the next year invaded Mercia, and bent their courfe toward * Snottenga- * De Hottin- 
Theyhwade ham (then, and long after fo called from the Caves in the Rocks ) at ^ prel'ent f K A f 

Mmia. Nottingham. There they took up their Winter .Quarters, which fo alarm’d Burh- 
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red Kins of the Countrey and his Noblemen, that they made an humble addrefs Cowman no 
■ to Ethelred, defiring that he with his Brother Alfred would undertake their Pa-1'Pjbictuj 
tronage and Defence. This they readily did, and with a confiderable power of 
Men marched to Nottingham, where they offered Battel to the Danes, ^inguar No Jj an / 
was fo crafty, asknowing himfelf unable to grapple with them, he -would notltir hy m bjio r 
a foOTout of the f Caftle, fo that no confiderable fight happened, and at length pehr.quenj- 
with good words he, faith Huntingdon, , obtained a truce of the Englifb, who were m OQepci- 
not able to break the Wall. Though the Annals feem rather to fay that the Mer- am to ; 
dans obtained it of him, yet Ingulphus writes exprefly, that Burhred conftramed 
the Danes to quit Nottingham , where at the Siege he renewed the Charter ofPrivi- ^7 

leges to his Monaftery of Croyland, which bears date from the Siege m die j ear rann ,g > 
868. on the five and twentieth of July, from the fubfcriptions to which it Tlg5uoco 
appears that both Ethelred, his Brother Alfred, and alfo Edmmd King ol Ealt banc incep . 
England, was at the Siege. But a peace or truce was made, and the Danes re- ppecacup/ 
turned back to fork with great booty, where they frayed a year, and there cru- lacme au, 
elly demeaned themfelves. When Winter was over they paflfed over H*mhe r into 
Jndfey, and landing at Humberflan,zs \\Ingulphus farther tells us, miferably wa- ^ 

fted all the Countrey; particularly that moft famous and ancient Monaflery of 
Bar deucy they deftroyed, killing without mercy all the Monks m the Church. pb um £ 
Having made their fray in thofe Quarters all the Summer, and with Fire and 
Sword confumed ail things, about the Feaft of St. Michael, .faith he, they enter 
Kefieven ; another part of Lincolnfbire, at this time, as we.1 as the other, aiitin- &one 
f guilht by name) where they wafte, kill and burn every thing they light on. At mumti b 
. n r._r _ i frventv. in the month ofi„ m ^ 


Father ) that moft valiant Earl, got togetner an tne youm ot 

Holland; mark, Reader, the antiquity of thefe three Divifions of the County and FW- 
their names, they continuing at this very day the fame) and ^oSouWiers Se- J P» 

nefcals ( as he calls them) Wilurt and Leofnc C from whom two Village, the ^ 

places of their refidence, took the names ol Wilerton and LefrinktonJ ^gether mzefl % a e]lm 
with a Company belonging to the Monaftery of Croyland, confifting of two hun- c , oreCpa . 
dred moft ftout Warriours, being for the moft part fugitives : Headed by Fryar 5 ano rF ac- 
Toly a Monk converted of the faid Monaftery, who before his converfion had ta t> uo ill! 
been a Souldierof great Name throughout all Mercia, for warhke enterpnzes; Fparper 
Befides thefe they got from Deeping, Langtoft and Baflon,zb out three hundred ftout 
Men fit for War; Morcard the Lord of Brume ( or rather Bourne ) with his Fa- ^^ r , 
mily which was both valiant and numerous, and the Vice Lord (as he caUs him, uepri ru J c 
meaning the Governour ) of Lincoln, by name Of got, an old Souldier and molt ldem 
hardy, joyned with them with the Lincoln Squadron, confifting of five hundredflf- 

M T,. Being all drawn together in Kefieven, upon the Feaft of Maurice the Mar¬ 
tyr, they gave Battel to the Pagans, and by God’s great mercy having kdled three 
of their Kings, with a great multitude of the ordinary fort, they beat the Bar¬ 
barians, as far as the gate of their Camp, where making moft ftout refiftence, the 
Invincible Earl withdrew his Forces. That very night came into the Camp ot the 
Pagans, all the reft of their Kings, from their feveral excurfions, having divided 
the Countrey amongft them for the plunder, viz. Gogroum ( or Godroum ) ^ajeg, 

Oskehil, Half den, and Hamond, with as many Earls, viz. Frena, Cor Erena) Vn- 
quar, Vila and both the Sidroks, the Elder and Younger, with their Armies, and 
too much Booty, befides a multitude of Women and Children. Their coming 
being known, moft of the Chriftians forely terrified, flipt away by night, fothat 
with the faid Earl Algar and his Captains of eight hundred C of which his Party 
confided) fcarcely two hundred Perfons remained; with whom, as tew as 
were, by break of day, having heard Divine Service, and taken their Sacred Via¬ 
ticum, being all of them moft ready to dye for the faith of Chnft, and the de- 
fenfe of their Countrey, they went into the Field againft the Barbarians. I he 
moft Valiant Earl feeing his own Forces fo much diminifhed , ordered Fryar l oty , 
with five hundred Men, who had gallantly demean’d themfelves to ftand on the 
right hand, afligning him for afliftant Morcard of Brume, with all his Followers. 

Ofaot with his five hundred he placed on the left fide, and with him joyned Har¬ 
ding de Rehale , with all the Stanford Men, who were young and but too Vali¬ 
ant He himfelf with his Senefcals, flood in the midft to fuccour each quarter as 
need fliould require. The Danes being much inraged for the flaughter made ot 
their Men, early in the morning buried their three Kings in a Village for ^“^ 


Uhap. JJL. LOntemp. wiw we ^unjianiinop. 

Butrenewmg 'called Laundon, but afterward Trekingham from their Sepulture, and now four Sect. id. 
the fight burn Rin p repare( j themfelves to fight together with eight Earls; for two Kings and 
££ four Earls were appointed to look to their Camp and Captives The Chri¬ 
ftians being fo few drew together in form of a Wedge, againft the Archers, fptting 
as it were a Palifado of their Bucklers, and againft the violence of the Horie 
a wood of Lances, and in that pofture, inftf udted by their Leaders, continued all 
the Day till Night now approached : The Enemy perceiving that neither his Bow¬ 
men nor his Horfe could doe any execution, refolved to counterfeit flight and to 
leave the Field, which the Chriftians beholding broke their Ranks, notwithftand- 
ine all their Leaders could doe, and in purfuit of the Pagans were difperfed through 
the Plain without any Order orCondu#. The Barbarians hereupon return and 
like Lions fall upon fo few poor Sheep. The moft valiant, and never to be forgot¬ 
ten Earl Algar, with the Souldiers we named and Fryar Toly, cluttering together 
upon an Hill, for a long time bore the brunt of the Barbarians, till ieeiog the 
ftouteft Chriftitns dead, they died alfo, fighting moft valiantly oyer their Bodies. 

A few young men beiongingto Sutton and Gedeney catting away their Arms efca- 
ped into the adjoyning Wood, whence the next Night with much adoe, they got 
to Croyland, and thither brought the fad news of the overthrow, as Theodoras 
the Abbat andhis Monks wereat their Vefpers. The Danes after this plundred 
and burnt the Abby of Croyland on the twenty fifth oiAugufl, killing the Abbat 
and all the Fryars, except one Boy of ten years old, Tugar or Turgar by Name, 
on whom young Sidrok to lave him put on a Danifh Coat. Thence went they to 
the Monaftery of Medejhamfled, where they did the like; and thence with innu¬ 
merable Spoils patted on towards Huntingdon , the two Sidroks bringing up the 
Rare as they ever did, and paffing over a Bridge, two Waggons full of Treafure 
fell into the River Nene, which as the followers of young Sidrok were butted in 
drawing out, Turgar the young Fryar efcaped from them and returned to Croy- 
land 

« r „ i 'a The Paeans ftill marched on wafting all the Countrey as far as Grantclrig, j ng ui t hm ubi 

SgZ^noJ'camlriJff, and fo to the Me of Ely, where having rM and burnt the fa- 
Ifle Of Ely, mous Monaftery and killed all they found therein with much Plunder and Cattel, 
which they ... f the reputed fecurity of the place, had been brought thither out of the 
iaft Si adjiynhig Countrey, they proceeded into Eaft England, where meeting with Earl 
miketule, who made vigorous refiftence, they cut him off with all his Army. 

Having taken alfo the moft Holy Edmund King of that Countrey and led him to a 
Stake as a Butt to fhoot at, they firft with many Arrows Ihot him through, and after¬ 
ward cut off his Head. Having poflefled themfelves of all Eaft England, there they An.Dccdxx. 
fpent all the Winter, at Thetford fay the Annals. The year following (having hep pa& yo 
received great Supplies, as Huntingdon hints, who calls their Army a new and hc P e 
mighty one,and compares it to a River which overflowing bears away all before it) 

Then to the they bent their Courfe toward the Weft Saxons, the Territories of whom alone e 
Weft Saxons. ha( j not felt the effe&s of their Covetoufnefs and Cruelty, who alone were in ^ pinrcj i 
capacity to refill them; for the overturning of the Heptarchy (the Monarchy r ed namon 
being not yet fully eflabliihed)had weakned all the other Provinces, wanting now sc Eeo&- 
fuch Officers as fliould vigoroufly defend them. Coming to Reading they fortified F°P&a. 
themfelves betwixt the two Rivers Thames and Kenet, and after three days lent out 
two Earls to forage the Countrev, but they were enconntred by EMwutft Earl 
Where they of Berkfbire, who at Englafeld (or Englefetld ) gave them Battel, killed one of necan> 
areencoun- Earls (Huntingdon names SidracJ and obtained the Victory. Four days at- 

jred by Ethel. ^ R . mdred wit h Alfred his Brother and the main Body, and gave 
Battel to the Danes, wherein on both fides very many fell: Earl Ethelwulfe here 
loft Ms life, being by Ethelward the Hiftonan called Adulf who writes that he 
was buried in the Province of the Mercians , at a place called Northivortbige, but cfabftrahitur 
in the Danifh Tongue Deorahy, and the Danes became Matters of the Field. Yet/™, add*. 
was not the difadvantage fo great on the Englifb fide, but that four days after E 
'the King and his Brother appeared again in the Field againft them at a place called provintiam in 
fcefdune or Afhdowne ,where they ingaged on bothTides with their full ftrength. 
with EMrel The Danes divided their Army into two Bodies, whereof the one was led by thigenuncufa . 

tur, junta au - 
tem Danaam 

* linzutim Deorahy. Lib. 4. c. 2. * De nomine fic Simeon Dunelmenfit ad Amt. DCCCLXXI. Statuunt Legiones in loco qui 

dicitwEtfiefdun, quod Latinl mom Fraxini fotefi reverenter interfretari. Sic Ajjeuw : , n loco qw SiciCUp Jfycej- 

fcun 7 quob Lapne monr ppaxim mtepppetarup. 


C c ^ 


Backfecg 
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Sedt I o. Backfecg and Healfdene their Kings, the other by their Earls. With the firft in- 
gaged King Ethelred and Alfred with the other. In the former Battel fell Back¬ 
fecg ; in the latter the two Sidroks , befides three other Earls, Ofbearh, Frccna 
and Hareld. Both the one and the other were beaten and put to flight, many 
thoufands flain, and night interrupted a greater Execution, though Ethelward 
■writes, that the whole Youth of the more excellent Barbarians here perilhed, nei¬ 
ther after nor before was fuch (laughter heard of, fince that the Nation of the 
Saxons by War obtained Britain . Here fome obferve that Ethelred both had the dis¬ 
advantage of the lower ground, and came later into the Battel from his Devoti¬ 
ons. Alfred began the Fight e’er his Brother came into the Field. And as for the 
Danijh King, whom the Annals call Backfecg ., the Danijh Hiftory talks of one Ivare 
the Son of Regnere. 

15-. Ajferius writes of a fupply which the Pagans received Ihortly after from Ethelward ,M 
beyond the Sea. Yet was it not'till Ethelred\ fourteen days after the former 
Fight again a hilled by his Brother, had encountred their whole Power at Bafrng, in 
which ingagement they had the better, being headed by Agnere and Hubbo , the 
Brothers of the flain /varus. But ftill, as we lately obferv’d, the lo(s received by 
the Englijh could not be g^eat, for about two Months after they were again fo 
well recruited, that they durft a third time fall upon the Pagans at a place called 
Merotune , divided into two Bodies, and in the fame pofture as they had formerly 
fought. Both thefe Bodies were put to flight, although for a great part of the day 
they had had the better. Great was the (laughter made on both fxdes, and yet 
fay the Annals, the Danes became Mailers of the Field, fo various was the for¬ 
tune of this day or rather fo uncertain their Intelligence. T6 be fure ITeabtfcnd An. Deed.™, 
a Bifliop was there flain, befides other good men, not a few: And a grievous .7 
Plague followed in Summer. Hereof (we may guefs, for the Annals fpeak not 
Who dies, exprefly) died Ethelred after Eajler, when he had Reigned five years, and his Bo- r iL e n. n 
dy was buried at Winburn. Brompton in his Chronicle lays, that he died of pealajodiia 
wounds received in a Fight he fought with Somerled a Dane, who returning to monna. y 
Reading from the Battel at Merton , dellroyed whatever there he found. But his ayrep ^yr- 
Authority is but fmall, compared with that of others. As for the place of his rum £cj=e- 
Burial, by the Annals called Winburnan and Winburnham , in other Saxon Monu- °“ r com 
ments is the fame with that ancient Town Vindogladia , whereof Antonine maketh 
mention. Probably it had that Name from being fituate betwixt two Rivers, for p 0i: 'en ea- 
Windugledy in the BritiJh Tongue, foundeth as much as betwixt two Swords, and jtpon ge- 
Rivers , by a peculiar Phrafe of their own, they termed Swords , as appeareth by pop/Ej.-epe6 
Alerdugledian , rhe BritiJh Name of Milford Haven , as much as to fay, the mouth Cynmg 
of two Rivers, becaufe two Rivers named with them Gledian , that is, Swords run he P»cr°&e- 
into it. The lad Name Winlurn (a Town in Dorfetjhire) is compounded of F l fl 5 ea P- 7 
Fin, a parcel of the old Name, and the Saxon word Burne, which alfo among w>bun- ° 
them betokencth a River , by the addition thereof, the Saxons being wont to name nan 7 * 
places (landing upon Rivers. Here Cuthhurg Sifter to Jna King of the Weft Sax¬ 
ons , being divorced from the King of Northumberland her Husband, built a Nun¬ 
nery which at length being decayed by time, a fair Church was eretfted in the 
place with a Vault under the Quire, and an high Spire befides the Tower 
Steeple, wherein were placed Prebendaries in lieu of thefe Nuns. In this 
Church lyeth Ethelred interred, upon whofe Tomb not very long fince repaired, 
is buried at * n Cam ^ ens t ™ e this new Infcription was to be read, Here refteththe Body of Saint 
Winbum. Ethelred King of the Weft Saxons Martyr , who died in the year of our Lord 
DCCCLXX 1 I, the three and twentieth of April, by the hands of the Pagan Danes. 

By his Saintfliip and this Infcription he ihould either have died or been mortally 
* wounded in Battel. 

* De eo tamen 
fic Ingulf bus ■ 

Anno namque inearnationis 872 Hex Ethelredus multi: praliis contra Danos vexatus . Jhd temper inviclus, ohiit Winburnx & 
Sepultu: ejt. 

Alfred fur- id. Alfred, Alfred, Alured, or Elf red his Brother, the fourth and youngeft A1 (fin JSX) 
cceds. § on 0 f Ethelwulfe liiccceded him, in the fixth year of Baftlius Macedo, Eaftern Em- pir 

perour ; the feventeenth of Ludovicus , the Second Emperour of the Weft; the Ahiredeidem 
one and twentieth of Burhred, King of the Mercians ± the fifth Induction, A. D. Vredc {am v 

Confonanti} 
Pax bodie . 

Belgis. Venim 13 F pramifeue ufurpantur in lingua Teutonica. XJrede Frede,Vlie Flie, ZHiffingen Flufhivg Fader Fa¬ 
ther, & multa alia ; prof. Jcribunt v, fronunciant tamen utf nobis pronunciatur ; pro nojlris th. d. eft tilts in ufu ; dat that, 
dander thunder ; millealia. 


DCCCLXXII. 


Chap. It. Contemp . with the Conftantinop. Rom. Emp . Alfred. i£7 

DCCCLXXII. He was born at * Wanating, (or Wanatune) now Wantage, a Town Sedt, I Q 
in Berkjkire, then a Royal Village or Manour of the Kings, at prefent^eihinent 
for nothing, except it be for a Market. . His Mother was Osbirg, the^Daughter 
of Ojlae the Panther of Ethelwulfe, but of great ;Defcent, which Re drew BIon J g 
from the Goths and Jutes of the (lock of 'Stuph and Wthtgar the two Brothers, nacuj . ^ 
who receiving the Ifle of Wight from their. Uncle Cerdic , and Cynnc his .Son, Alpjieb a n- 
(lew thofe few Britains they found in the Ifland, in the. place called Bwiktgara- 50] fcaxo- 
lurg, the reft had either been killed' before, or driven into Banilhment. In thenum pexm 
fifth year of his Age, his Father fent him to Rome, accompanied with many per- J^ pepa 
fons both Noble andlgtloble, where Pope Leo the Fourth ordained.and. anom- 
Who vjas the ted him ; and if a certain *Chronicfotell us truth, heowas. the firft .King of ,^- , v n 
firft King of w that was anointed. He adopted-him alfo for his r.;Son,, Afterward;when qua? ^ 
fver to A- Ethelwulfe went himfelf to Rome, this young Son he took along witbihun>being naulJJ Bep . 
nointed. mor e tender of him than any of his other Sons; Tor beauty ;and wit he-exceed- pocjrcipe, 
ed them all, his converfation being delightful! and charming.. . But tl*$ tender- qu* Pa 5 a 
nefs grew to fuch fondnefs in his Parents, , that .they negle<fted the . great.part cfraLtep vo- 
his t Education, viz. of learning his BopktUl he came to- fwfelve years ^.«Age,r^t gup a 
in the mean time did he learn many Saxon. Poems, and in the. Art: .o£ Quoting J JJbfbix- 
was skilfull to admiration. On a time. the.Mother having gotia Book of Songs uj . h buQ _ 
in her Hand, (hewed it her Sons, and told them that he thaucould fir(b get them 
by heart Ihould have the Book; he much enamoured of the firft letter; ; lor. itsiair- najcicup. 
nefs, took it, and going to his Matter, learnt to Reade, .and: then faid itribefore, ;his 
Mother. After this he became expert in the Diurnal Courfe,or Celebration ofHours,as 
it was called:certain Plalms,and many Prayers,wlrich being-digefted into a^ook,day mfredus fait 
and night he coaftantly had about him,and madeufeofthem upon all occahons. But^i™ 
after this time, when his Youth afforded him opportunity of learning the Arts and Wf J,„eL. 
Sciences,there were no Mailers to be had to Teach him,of which he often. witih:ma- Hie cpnftituit 
ny and deep fighs complained,as one of the greateft misfortunes of his Life. But af- 
terw 7 ard when he came to more ripe years, and had .the opportunity of Books, t J A jf crius ^ 
and Teachers, then by ficknefs, by his extraordinary care and folicitude in bull- a. d. 866. 
nefs, by the frequent hoftilities exercifed by, the Pagdns both by Land arid Sea, he 
was diverted from what he exceedingly defired: yet;ftill as lie could he omitted 
no opportunity, but dole it from his Recreations, to improve himfelf. 

Marriet ^7- When he was twenty years Old, he Married Alfwitka, Ethefwida, or \Egol- 

fvitha the Daughter of Ethelred Earl of-the Gaini, Sirnamed Mucil, or the Great, 
from his (lature, of the Royal Bloud of the Mercians. In his two and twentieth Hxopem de 
year, his Brothers being now all dead, to whom, as Ajferius terms it, he had been cgejicia n o- 
Secundary, he came to Pofleflion of the Kingdom, though not without relu&an- bilem rcib- 
cy, out of apprehenfion of that danger which hung over .his head, from the con- cec genqie 
(lant Invafions and Hoftilities of the Pagans. And fcarcely had he m.qde , an 
of his brother’s Fimerals, when after one Month he was forced with-a Aendcr 
Army to Engage their whole Power at Wilton. He had die better of it at the comra J r qm 
firft, for he put them to flight, but unwarily giving the Ghale J they /allied, and cognomina- 
returning upon his Men, now quite tired out* became Mailers of the Field. And batnjp cqu- 
that it may not feem ftrange that here the Englijh Ihould be foild, Afferius fhews, cil. 
that befides the fmalnefs of their Number, in comparifon of the Enemy, this one 
year they had been fpent and weakned by eight fey era! Battels fought againft thefe 
r- u. r , Paeans. In thefe eight Battels perilhed one Danifh King, and nine of their Earls, 

Battels with with inn umerable multitudes of the letter fort, befides what fell in .thole Excur- 
die Danes, f lons ma d e by day and night, the number of which was not to be counted. 

The Annals inflead of eight, fay that nine feveral Battels were this year fought, 
and that upon the Southern Bank of the River Thames, wherein one King, and 
„ t nine Earls were killed. Now this fame year the Weft Saxons made an Agree- 

greementwith ment with the Danes, on condition-that they departed out of diem Quarters, 
them. which they performed, fo wearied were both fides with thefe mediant Hoitilities. 

The following year (from Reading fay the Annals ) they went t oLondon and 
there they Wintered, whither the Mercians fent Meflengeis, and renewed the 
Peace which they had formerly made with them. 

18. The year following being the DCCCLXXIV. of our Lord, and the twen¬ 
ty fourth of Alfred’s Age, the Army of Danes left London, and went into the 
Who March Countrey of the Northumbrians, where in a Region called Lindefey they Wintred, 
to Lindfiy in and there again the Mercians renewed the Peace. So Writes Ajjerius, and the 
Lincoinjbire. f a y Hie fame thing, adding this, that the place they Wintred in vsras a 

Village called Turcofige. This Village is at this day known by the Name of ToA > 




Seize upon 
the Mercian 
Kingdom. 


Then fubdue 
Northumber¬ 
land. 


And invade 
the WeftS** 
on:. 


Alfred then 
King, forced 
to purchafe 
Peace. 
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fey^ about five Miles South from Gainsborough in Littcolnjkire, in that divifion 
called Land fey\ feated upon the River of Trent, South from the River of Humber 
(above twenty Miles) as all JJndfey is, being moft certainly within the Coun¬ 
trey of the Mercians, fo that a wonder it is that both. Averins and the Annals 
fhould place them in Northumberland, which by univerfal confent was .bounded 
on the South by the River Humber. But here we may fuppofe they -chofe to take 
up their Quarters, becaufe of the conveniency of the River, by which carrying 
at High Tide Veflels of iconfiderable burthen, theymightreceive applies of Men, 

Arms, or Provifions from beyond the Seas as they had occasion ; for tfrisreafon 
afterward they landed dbmetimes in \tho& Parts, and took up their Quarters alfo at 
Gainsborough, where one of their greateft Tyrants wasftafebed. The meaning of 
it .feems to be this, that they defigned to pals into the Parts beyond Humber, 
but here ftopt becaufe of conveniency, or becaufe Lindjey was fotnejbime tinder 
the Power of the Kings of the Northumbrians ; thereupon,and becaufe it lyes lb far 
North, by fome Writers^na general acceptation itcametobe reckoned as fart of it. 

That this was fo ini the days of Ajferius, (who yet being a Weljb Man might be 
Ignorant in the English Saxon Chorogcaphy) feems from what he writes at the 
year following, that the often mentioned Army of Danes quitting Lindfey, went 
into Mercia, and Wintred in the place called Hreopdune. Notwithftanding the 
renewing of the Peace, here they forced Bur bred King of the Mercians, to quit 
both 1 the Ifland, and his Kingdom, in the two and twentieth year of his Reign, 
whence he went to Rome, and not long after his Arrival, died. He being gone, 
they brought all Mercia under their dominion : yet committed it to a filly Ser- 1 
vant of Burbred's, one Ceolwulfe on this condition,, that tie fhould again reftore it 
the fame day it lhould be demanded. For performance hereof he gave Hollages, Necnon -j 
and Swore, that in no manner would he contradict their will, but be obedient Pictoj* ~j 
in all things. Hrependune is that Town now called Repton in Derbyfhire, the Stpattur- 
Refidenceof the Mercian Rings, when Derby was fcarcely lb good as a Village; ren r e r de¬ 
feated upon the River Trent, where it takes into it the River Dove, eminent both 
for the Burial both of good King Ethelbald, and the deprival of this Burbred Annales i 
who had all the while he lived fupported his Title, partly with fair Language, oyfejir^e 
and partly by Gifts, and now (as one * obferves) became an Example to teach onPaohtror 
Men in how ticklifli and flippery a place they Band, who are underprop’t one- *3 on rcpec- 
ly with Money. Pealaf. 

19. t The Danes departing from Hreopdune, divided themfelves into two Parties, fffr e f t f tttut ' 
One of them under Condu<ft of Healfdene one of their Kings, went into Non hum- ‘ Sll J pr s a ' monui . 
berland, where they Wintered by the River Tyne, and fubdued all the adjacent muCambm 
Countries, and wafted the Territories of the Fitts, and Pi<ftiih Brit aim. The>* 
other Party Commanded by Gothrum, Ofcitill and Amund', three other of their jeptmtrionale: 
Kings went ftreight to Grantebrig, and there remained a whole year. Alfred in habitabant 
the mean time, fenfible that all thefe mifchiefs happened at land, becaufe he was w JSmAnmm 
not Mailer at Sea, rigged up a Fleet with intent to furprize the Pirates, e’er they conjiituijfe 
lhould land. He met with five (fays Ajferius, feven fay the Annals) of their JWJJSegf 
Ships, whereof one he took, and the reft efcaped. The following Summer the scratched 
‘ Danes moved to a Caftle of the Weft Saxons, called TVerham. Alfred now thought a Waiii:,a 
fit inftead of Fighting, to Treat with them ; either for that he being taken up 
in Sea Affairs was not well provided at Land, which made them fo bold as to a diyLd Wa- 
enter his paternal Territories, or becaufe they doubted of their own ftrength, 
and were very willing to entertain Overtures. Some fay by Money he purchafed 
a Peace, whereby they were ftreightway to depart his Dominions. For perfor- ra PiP.os at - 
mance of the Accord they gave up what Hollages he himfelf named, took an que inde 
Oath upon Holy Reliques, and upon a Sacred Bracelet ; (an Oath fo great and jjL* 
folemn as they never before would fwear to any Nation) yet as it leems not stricled Weft, 
with any intention to obferve it. * For not long after by Night they took their a e jimiios 
Horfes/ Ajferius faith they killed all his, or their own ; for the words are ambigu- Pi too: feu va- 
ous) and went to Exeter. This lame year Healfdene their King had brought ™ff p ° e \ lar r mt . 
his Affairs to that fetdement and perfection in Northumberland, that he divided *Nocte qua- 
the Countrey amongft his Men, and began to cultivate it with Tillage. And bam pcete- 
this fame year it was as Ajferius affirms, that Rollo with his Normans having Win- pe bijjiujro 
tered here in England, palled over the Sea, and invaded France. qSSr quor 

habebat occftic-vepjurque mfce Domnaniam a& locum qui bicitup Eaxomce eaxanccarrpe Bpitan- 
mce aucem Capuvircj Latmfc quoque civicap in opienrali pifa pluming Vmje pta ejc ppopc maj-.c 
mepi&ianum 7 quia inceppluic Galliam Bjntanniamque 7 inoj inate eipcxit *3 lbi hyemavrc. 


Chap. IL Contrnp. o>it b the Conjlantmap. Rom. Emp. Alfred. 199_ 

' lt >. The year which followed being the DCCCLXXVI. of Our Lord, and the Se£t i o. 

twenty fixth after the Birth of Alfred, part of the Pagan A™y rammed 
at Exeter , and another part in Harveft time made excursions intoAfercz*. The 
number of thefe Rovers dayly encreafed, fo as any that fought wxAanddrfrared 
them never fo often, had but the fame endlefi employment as he that cut oft the 
Head of Hydra • for if as this day thirty thoufandof them were killed, to Mor¬ 
row others 4 ould fucceed them, and their number be doubled. Alfred perceiving 
that for all his labour for this reafon he lhould profit nothing, but diat each Vic- Afferius> 
torv (if he obtained it) would prove but a prelude to a farther trouble and Tone pex 
danser save order throughout all his Dominions for furmftung out Rallies, or yfl F pe&ur 
tool Sfog to present landing of thefe troublefome Guefts. He himfelf haf- 
ted to Exeter, wherein he Befieged the from whom to cut off aU fuppl^ .bar ^- 

he manned out his Ships to intercept all provifions ^ W 

Navy met with one hundred and twenty *heir Velfels, u P on which they fet pep peg . 
with all violence imaginable, and all the Velfels full of Menas they were, peri- num? &c 
feed : how Ajferius tells us not, and the Annals fay it was by Tempeft near 
Swanawic. The fame year the Pagans quitting Werbam, partly on Horfeback, 
and partly on Shipboard, and thefe at Sea when they came to theplace called 
* Suanavine periftied to thfe number of one hundred and twenty Veflels, more 
if credit be given to the Copy of Ajferius, whereas the Annals mention but Gnauep.c. 

The Dane : one lols at Sea this year, and the identity of the number m Ajferius, makes 
fuffergrac us f u f pe< a; it one and the fame lols, and that his Text is corrupt^. Howe- 
loflewtsea. ^ ^ happened> t hat the Danes affrighted with this great lofs (or Ioffes) 
gave him what Hoftages he defired, and promifed ttvdepart. This they did 
in the Month of Augufl marching into Mercia, which Region they granted, 
partly to Ceolwulfe, a certain fdly Servant of the King, and partly divided 

2,1 f*In the year from our Lord’s Incarnation DCCCLXXVH, and the twenty 
feventh after Alfred's Nativity, the often mentioned Army, of the Pagans from 
Exeter , in Chrijlmas departed to Ceppanhamme a Royal Village feated in the Nor- Qua? ejv 
them part of Wiltjhire on the Eaftern Bank of the River, m Brtttjb called Abon, ynamji- 
where it wintred. Hence did it make excurfions into the Territories of the Weft ni^ali 
Saxons, of whom many it forced to quittheLand, and u *B t 9 a 5 / ear ^nrcipef 

The weft aU neceffaries to crols the Seas ,* fuch as remamed were conftrained toiubrmt them- m0pienra . 
Saxons fub- felves to t h e]X: Authority. Alfred with a few of his Nobility, with a lmall Party ol j, pipa F i u . 
SSS aI Souldiers and fome of his Vaffals in Woods and the miry parts of Somerfetjhne wzs mimr quoc, 
A^to P his forc’t to hide his Head. A miferable life.he led,having nothing whereby to fubfift BpisannicS 
^ except what by Health and Irruptions he could get from the Pagans or from his W 
difobedient Subjects which had fubmitted themfelves unto them. He was forced £bon. 
to take up bis Quarters with one of the Keepers of his CatteL The f Neatherd s pme . loqui _ 
Wife being on a time bufie in baking Cakes upon the Hearth, the King fate by 
the fire fide fitting and trimming up his Bow and Arrows with his other Habib- Wallorum qui 
ments of War. It happened that theCakes,fet too near the fire,burned, at which the meridiemdex- 
Woman very much concerned,in hafte ran to the fire and ihatched them away, but 
heartily chid the Gueft upon theBench, faymg. How now man wilt tbonnot tarn 
the Cakes that burn > Thou wouldeft be glad to have ajhare of them when they are fiil orienttm 
lak’J. The unhappy Woman (fays Afforim) i little thought (he !^ to Ihng 
Alfred who had fought fo many Battels with the Pagans, and got fo many Vitto- + Ajjirius ex 
ries over them. But fo great affliiftion happened to him, as our Authour guel- waStiNeoh. 
feth, for not having in his younger years when he firft came to the Government, 
heard and reheved his oppreffed Subjects, for which negled: St. Neolus his Kinf- 
man foretold out of a Prophetick Spirit, that thefe Calamities would fall upon 
him. In the mean time the Brother of Hinguar and Healfdene departing from 
Northwales with three and twenty Ships, where they had made great walte, tail¬ 
ed into Devonshire, and facing a Caftle called Cynwith, were killed in a Salley made 
by the King’s Garrifon, with two hundred of their men. There was taken their 
Banner called Reafau, faid to have been made at one Noon-time of the day by the 
three Sifters of Hinguar and Hubba the Daughters of Lodebrock. ^ Before every 
Battel if they chanced to be vi&orious, the likenefe of a living and flying Crow 
was reported to have appeared in it, but in cafe they happened to have the worft 
it would hang diredHy down and not move at all. And this hath often been pro¬ 
ved by experience, faith our Authour. 


6. This 
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Sedt. i o. This fame year Alfred built after Eafter a Caftle at a place called * Ethelin- * Afferio ft. 

7 lt ^b h r N °u eS of , So ™ er f et Jl> ire h e made frequent excurfions againfl pelingaejf 
J p a i ans - In the feventh week after Eafler he rode to the ftone of gbryht in Annal - fir 
the Eaftern part of the Wood called Selwad, in Latine Silva Magna, and Coitmaur 
. F , . vT*! 1 ? ^ a ^ :er ? P 31 * °f Somerfetfhire , now not fo great") where met TheTn? e $ 

ve^hisKing- j U . the Inhabitants of Somerfetfhire, Wilts, and fuch of Hamjbirc as had not Nobles made 

dum. been driven beyond the Sea, who received their King as one rifert from the dead b f the - wih ' 
with extraordinary Joy and there they refted themfelves that Night. Diflodg- &°iw 
' § a lf° 0n as lt was jfghty ^ they travelled that day as far as Acglea, and the next imo t!ie 

r f . arr J v ^ at a P la Sf called£r/W«», (now Edindon in Wiltflme) where they inga- SS* 

tones. e g® d of e the?r°^^?ffd r r f (f| he '? * he The y purfued thereto Peopled 

one of their fortifi d Caftles, to which Alfred caufed clofe Siege to be laid which quer - tin s »r fo 

Pinched with hunger and eold’and de- WnY y °,he 
pairing of Relief, yielded on condition to have leave to depart out of the Kina’s Name °f A - 
Dominions • for to depart they were, and gave up what Hoftages he was plealed t lney , "f 
Mtkes Go- to nominate, confirming the Agreement alfo by their Oaths Gath™** s “ me rJ, et fi ,re - 

£g” turn r fif fi i n saged f t ° a Chriltian and be baptized: All which Covenants they 

chnftian. xaitlifully performed. For after about three weeks he came to Alfred then lv- Gu f um J“ e >n 
at p lre * P la “ near to ftbelingaeg C now Autre in Somerfetfhire upon the 
River Ear ret, a Village cortfifting 6f a few poor Cottages) accompanied with cam ' al HGor - 
thirty of the choiceft of his Army, and Alfred adoptinghim for his P Son re<S! 
ved him out of the Font, and named him Athelflan • thefolemnity of looflng his ^tiTinvim 
Chrifmal Ligamant, was 1 performed at Wetniore or Wcedmore an Houfeof the l " de „ Ge V™ n - 

Dkf 4 of t m^ 0 ^ he A COnt ft Ued ^ e, a & ? >rS Cor tweIte Nights to fpeat in the ZStfaL 
Dialect of our Saxon Anceftours ) and then returned, both he and his followers 
having received very great Prefents. -So good a change was wrought upon them }uxt f H “ n - 

fZnleZ "and there conF* J2* "Tc^nha^C^ 

Givihe him rnrZf* a ! here , Co “ tloued whole twelve Month. Thence removed they ham*™. 
Ea ft England ? Eaft Angles, the Countrey whereof together with Northumberland, feme dilo f m . * 
f-i°y Id of n S f gaVe t0 at *“» Chriftening, to be held in fealty of ££&££ 

11 11 for the Gift of Northumberland, we have nothing to fay, but as to the 

° n th , e h r there is extant the « Form of a League made bttwixt thefe two Kin 
The form of 77,^ fir ? A f tlcle whereof the Limits of their Territories are thus deferib§’ 
the League. ^ Limits of our Land are firfl upon the Thames, then proceed they to the Ri- S i* x 7 £f om ~ 
Lee as far as his Fountain, then Jlreight to Bedford, and fo up l theRiver cT' 
9 ^ fj ar " Wathng-J?r«r. The fecond Article, appoints the value of a Man yPpe r c y in • 
Jlatn, whether Englifh Dane, to be four Marks of melted Gold, and the Redemp- bupelanb- 
y { e ™ h f our Mndred Shillings. But if the Kings Servant or Thane, was accu- 5 eme P a up 

Matjlaughter. The third Article proceeds, that he be tried by twelve other °" €eme J ie - 
of the Kings Servants. In cafe he was not the Kings Servant, but belonged to Come *^° nneu P 
inferiour Lord, he fhould be tried by eleven of his Equals, and by one of the Kina’ on L, 5 ar - 

TJTcJt fam f e , 0r / er a T ie ‘t"l n Sn 1 od 5 

f n U c refujed to undergoe this Trial, his fine lvas to be increafed three hipea?pylm 

fourtha PP oint s thefaleof Men, Horfcs or Oxen. The fifth on 

and laft ordains, that none from either Army fhould pafs to the other without leave S e P ! l 
And in cafe it be by way of Tmaffick, fuch fhallfind Sureties for their Civil Deport Beban f°P- 

Tw\ th A at l he ?e V may not he Such was the League the R-eS to 63 , 1 ° n T 

which declares, that it was made betwixt the two Kings, Elf red and Gvthrun ffn ? n ,^ ran od 

^ of a11 the wife men of the EngHjh, and of a I \ thofe that S 531 " 

^Tw”£ l c£ d ' a ? d I hat not oneI y in behalf of themfelves, but of their ^C.' i. 
^hislufficiently fheweth that the Eaftern Parts of England belon- Bs oprlige- 
ged to the Danes. Yet Polydore Virgil calling this King by the Name of Gormon nan man * 
vehemently contends that he had not that Countrey beftowed on him Krant- ne H ,e P e 7 
2/« alfo demes, that Gormon was converted to the Faith ♦ yet confeflesthat about n C ^ 3- 
this time, one Froto was converted. Whatever they write this Be 

the Diftintftion of their Territories and the TpAimYn^f ^i- ^gue evmceth num be- 

^ Wi 

24. But the fame year that thefe things thus palled, another great Army of Be 5 eri ‘ 

f 3 ™ s now 6 bey ° nd Sea u and ladin g up the Thames, w^ntred at Ful- mun ? ? 
lonham now Fulham, at prefent the leat of the Bilhop of London, upon this Ri- \ c $ reofce ‘ 
ver. The fame year happened alfo a great Eclipfe of the Sun. In that which p on 
followed, the Army of Danes, that wintred at Fulham, palled over the Sclto §SSb 3 i 

the 
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the Eaftern France, and continued a whole year at Ghent, whence die Summer Se<St. 1 o. 
following they pierced farther into the Countrey, and had battel given them by 
the Franks, with what Succels as to particulars we know not, but with no great 
Diladvantage furely to the Danes, who after the Fight became Horfemen, and 
^arefto be afterward palled up the River * Meufe, farther into the Land, and there wintred. Al~ * hep pop 
Mafterar So, fred in the mean while, being by experience fufficiently inftru&ed, that his main r e hepup 
care ought to be employed how . to become Mailer at Sea, in three years time on& l ° n 5 
provided him a Fleet, wherewith he ingaged fome Rovers, and took two of ° 0aqre Feop 
their Vellels, killing all he ound therein. Two other (hips were commanded by ^5^°* 
two of their Princes, who with all their Fellows being much wounded, and ti- Annales at 
red out in fight call down their Arms, and with bended Knees and humble fup- <vero Afjeri - 
plications yielded themfelves into his Hands. Their Countreymen the following us hoc mo Jo: 
year, failed up the River Sc held, as far as a Monaftery of Nunns called Cundoht , pepplumen 
and there took up their Winter Quarters. <l UoJ) ^ci- 

The Danes'n. x 5 ‘ The year that followed being the DCCCLXXX 1 V, of Our Lord, and the ^ Ine re 

vad extent.' " four and thirtieth of King Alfred s Age, this Army divided it felf into two Bodies, ^^^on- 
whereof the one held on its courfe into the Eaftern parts of France, and the o- -g. in pj)an . 
ther making for this Ifland, arrived in Kent, and laid fiege to the City of Ro- c iam pep 
- chefler. Before the Gate they built a Fort, and ufed all means they could to be- traxic 7 
come Mailers of the place, but the Inhabitants made flout refiftence, and held i^fafan 
out till King Alfred came to their relief, the noife of whofe approach frighted a- j 
way the Befiegers to their ihips, wherein they were conftrained to return to the $»«. 
Coafts of France. The League which was made betwixt Alfred and Guthrun,itfeems, 
was broken by this time,probably by that Intelligence which the Danes, inhabiting 
Eall England,\\d& with their Countrey men,that ever and anon arrived. Alfred found 
himfelf concerned to man out his Fleet, to lellen and reftrain, their Power, which 
defign fo profpered, that coming to the Mouth of the River Stour, and meeting 
thirteen of the Enemies Ihips, which came ready prepared for an Encounter, they 
took them and killed all their Men. But growing feciire upon this Succefs, the 
Danes gathered together all the Vellels they could make, and fetting upon them 
as they lay in the fame place in a carciefs pofture, lpoiled their Triumph at their 
return. The year that followed, a confiderable Number of thefe Danes who had 4/firiui ad 
come from the Well, quitting Britain, returned into that Quarter by Sea, and An ’ 88<5 ‘ 
palled up the River Seine as far as Paris. There they incamped where they 
could bell intercept the paflage of the Citizens, over the Bridge, the 
City being feated in the midft of the River in a little Ifland, and continued their 
fiege for a whole year, but fuch was the Vigilancy and Induftry of the Inhabi¬ 
tants, that they could not force their Entrance. While God Almighty thus pre- 
ferved the City of Paris, from the Violence of the Barbarians, at the feme time he 
was pleafed to reftore the City of London to her Ancient Luftre, ihe having as 
well as many other Englifh Cities been defaced, and depopulated by thefe continu¬ 
al Invafions of the Pagans. King Alfred making it his chiefeil care to repair if, 
made it habitable, and committed it to the Government of Ethered, the Earl of 
the Mercians, to whom he gave his Daughter Ethelfieda in Marriage. To hi m 
turned now all Inch Englifl) and Saxons, as formerly had been difperfed, and had li¬ 
ved in captivity under the Dane*, and willingly fubmitted to his Dominion, and 
from the Rovers he refted quiet lor about eight years £ fome fey thirteen, but 
Outbnm diei. to them the Annals bear not Teftimony) four of which being expired^ Guthrutt 
the Northern Ring ( as the Annals call him ) who reigned in Eall England, 
departed this life. 

2 .6. All this while the other Northern Rovers employed themfelves upon the 
Continent making continual Invafions into France , which they never left harafling 
till they had Neuflria affigned them to inhabit, to which they affixed the-Name of 
Normandy. Eight years being pafled from the laft hoftility they had attempted ia .Lommcuii 
England, an Army of them being beaten out of France by the Emperour Ernulph en . im '} *»- 
and the Britains# afled from the Eaftern to the Weftern parts of France, and went TnMamTs ad 
to Boloigne , where furnifliing themfelves with Veflels, with two hundred and fifty extremum ab 
Tf i> they made for the Eaftern Coafts of Kent, and there put into a-River called Enutl phobn- 

iandin°two L * men , near to the great Wood Andred, a Wood which, extended it -felf in length *Brit™nU 
Places. an hundred and twenty Miles, and in breadth contained thirty. Into this Wood muitiz p-AHt 
they drew up their Ihips about four Miles from the Rivers Mouth, where they 
built a Fortrefs. After them one Haeften, with eighty Veflels more entred tKei ’mum% 7 .~ 
Mouth of the Thames, and built a Fort at Midleton,- while the .former Army re- cyannidit 
mained in a place called Apletree. Alfred to prevent the ftorm which he fe w was^^J"^ 

D d coming 
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S „ coming faft upon him, refolved to hinder the Correfpondence which was wont 
CCt. I o. to be entertained betwixt the new Comers, and thofe that were already fixed 
A^mSd in the Countrey, a' thing which ever proved of pernicious Confequence. Thofe 
by Alfred. of Northumberland he obliged to him by an Oath of Fidelity and the Inhabitants 
of Effex, from whom he received Hoftages, for ever as any Strangers invaded 
the Land they were w ont either to join with them or commit fome Hoftility 
thcmfelvcs, while the King’s Forces were elfewhere employed. Having then got 
a fufficicnt Power together, he incamped himfelf betwixt the two Armies at 
fuch a diftance, as to be ready for either of them, in cafe they offered to re¬ 
move. And dividing his Army into two Parts, one he kept incamped with an Eye 
upon the Enemies main Body, the other was ready upon all Occafions to reitrain 
fuch Parties as foraged the Countrey. They ranged up and down till they came 
into Effex, and thence again pafled the Thames into Surry, where at Farnham the 
King’s Troops met them, and put them .to the rout. Their King w'as wounded, 
and with one Party flaid behind, the reftcrofled the Thames again into an Iff and 
near Colne ( fome fay in Effex, others by Colelrook ) where the King’s Army 
befieged them fo long, till Provifions failed. In the mean time the Danes of Nor¬ 
thumberland, not able to hold their Hands while they faw their Countrey men in- 
riching thcmfelves with Booty, broke their Faith, and with an hundred fliips com¬ 
ing to the Eaft Angles, fcoured the Southern Parts, as they did v'ith forty, the 
Northern Coafls, and failing about came to Exeter , which they prefently befie¬ 
ged. Alfred hearing this bafted thither with all his Army, except a ftrong Party 
of Welfh , which marching to London joined with the Citizens, and others that 
came from the Weft, and then went Eaftward to Beamfleet. Where Haeften having 
built a Fort was himfelf gone out to forage, but had left a ftrong Party to de¬ 
fend it. . But this Party they cut in pieces, plundered the Caftle, took much 
Booty and Prifoners, and either deftroyed all their fliips, or brought them away 
to London or Rochefter. 


27. Among other Prifoners was taken the Wife of Haeften, with his two Sons 
which fo affedted the Barbarian, that he begged Peace of the King, giving 
Hoftages and Oath for his peaceable Deportment. Alfred fet his Wife and his 
Sons at Liberty, to one of which he himfelf was Godfather, and the other was 
the Godfon of Earl Ethelred, and befides he beftowed on him a good Summ of 
Money. But returning to Beamfleet, he could not reftrain his ravenous Inclina¬ 
tion, but fell of wafting the County adjacent j which was under the Government 
of Ethelred his Goffip. After this both Danifb Armies joined, and coming to 
Their Armies Shobury in Effex, there built another Caftle. Thence palling the Thames, with 
fuch as joined with them from Northumberland and Eaft England , they marched 
on to Severn, wafting all in their way. Here the King’s Captains, Ethered, Ethelm 
and Ethelnoth, with Forces taken out of all the Countries adjoining, pitch’d 
their Camp over againft them at a place called Buttington (_ in Montgomeryfhire ) ^ ® uc * . 
the River running betwixt them, and there they faced one another for many tin 5 tunu 1 
Alfred befie- weeks. In the mean time the King by a fiege forely diftreffed the Danes in Ex- Hie J>a pea 
\nExcm” CS eter * who having eaten part of their Horfes refolved to fally out, and join with la pucena 
their fellows that lay incamped on the Eaft fide of the River, but the King fetr^conon 
upon and difeomfited them all with lofs of Ordhelm, and feveral other of his own HP " ea, l :e 
Officers.. Thofe that remained fled to Effex to the Fort they had there built, '° e J ieea - 
and their fliips. But no.fooner was one Party fupprefled, but another arofe. Laf 
one of their Leaders, before Winter gathered a great Army out of Eaft England 
and Northumberland, and depoftting their Wives, Ships and Moneys in the Hands of 
the Eaft Angles,. marched, Day and Night with fucli Expedition, that they came 
to a City of the Weft called Wirheal .which they took, e’er the Army that pur- jfuwirhe.t 
fued could reach them. ■ ' 

. 28.Having wafted the Countrey round, the year following, they quitted the^c/^V?" 
place and invaded North W.ales ^which after they had plundered,they returned fome ficemm An - 
rhcOiwM into Northumberland, and fome into Eaft England ; whence proceeding into Effex,™ 1 ?- 
»"/«! an ’~ they feized on a fmall llland lying toward the Eaft, called Merefig, and another 

Party returning by .Sea from the Siege, landed upon the Coaft of Sufiex, where j, errpe 
~ the Inhabitants of Chichefter. Sallying out, flew many of them, and took fome of ceartjieon 

their Ships, The fame year they that feized upon Mere fig, drew up their Ships, pjphealum 
fome into the River of. Thames, and others into Lee-Road, on the Bank of which, j-ic if Lcga 
the year following, they built a Fort about twenty miles from London. The Lon- ceaj-eepge- 
doners looking upon this as a curb not to be endured, with other Afliftents, endea- fawn, 
voured to demoliih it, but were beaten back with lofs of many Men, and a- 
. mongft 


Chap. II. Contemf. witIr the Conftantinop, KM Al fred, 

mon orft t he reft, three of the King’s Officers. Hereupon the* King in time of Har- Sedt iQ- 
veft Incamped nearer the City, to reftrain the incurfions of u^theRea- 

ners As he was Riding on a time by the River Lee , it came into his Head* that 
ty digging of trge pftches on each fide, he might turn the Stream from he 
dhanel, and fo caufe their Ships to reft upon the efry ground j which thing ha¬ 
ving devifed, he attempted with fuch fuccefs, that j the Danes perceiving they were 
not*co be got off, fent away their Wives and Children into Eaft England^ and on 
foot marched as far as a place called Quatbriguyon the Severn, wheretheybuil t 
a Fortrefs and Wintred. The Citizens of London, very joyfully and in Triumph, 
brought fuch of their Ships as they could get off, into their own Road, and the 
reft they burnt or difabled. This happened three years after that from the trans¬ 
marine Parts, thefe Danes firft arrived in the moudi of Ltmene. During , thefe 

a sreat fame three years raged a great Plague, both amongft Men and C^tle. The King 

Plague. loft molt of his choiceft Nobility 1 , as Swithulfe Bifhop of /eoefe/er, and feveral 
great Earls j Ceclmundin. Rent, Brithulfe iri Effex, befides 

Ealbard Biffiop oi Dor after, Eadulf the-King’s Officer in Suffex, Beornwulfe 
Governour of Winchefter, Eigulfe Matter of the King s Horfe, and many o- 

th %‘. This Difafter was followed by many irruptions made by the 
The Danes 0 f ting Northumberland and Eaft England, into the Territor f es of the ^elt 

England, by means of their long Gallies, which they had budt^ny years before T i 
and Nortbum - overmatc h them. King Alfred commanded other Gallies to be made twice as 
long, higher, and. yet both fwifter and fteddier than they, fome of fixty Oars, 

Territories of an d fome of more, like to which were not then in ufe, either artKjngft the 
the Weft or p r ifous. At this time the Ifle of Wight, the Coafts of an “ other 

Saxons ‘ Maritime Parts were much infefted by fix Pickeering Veflelswhich h°\ ered upon 

The Ifle Of thefe Quarters. The King commanded fome of thefe new Gallies to be Manned 
Ktririme out againft them for an Ixperiment. The Fight was ^r, and 

Coaft infefted parc iy by Land, managed with dexterity and courage enough on both fides. 
with Pirates. ^ vvo J of Pirates Ships were ftranded, one efcaped away into Eaft England, and 
all except but fuch as ferved in this, were either flain or taken? but not with- 
w . t out conliderable lofs alfo on the King’s fide. Here fell Lucumon the Kings Earl 
kei°andS: Wulfheard, Ebla and Ethelere, ^ 

ecuted at Cattle. All the Frijdns penlhed, of the Engltfh fixty two, and of the Danes 5 

wiuchepr. oieliundred and twenty. The Prifoners were led to the Ring to Winchefter , where 
he commanded them to be hang’d as Pirates: and publick Enemte^^This. yew 
died IVulfric the Mafterof the King’s Horfe, who was alfo his Governour otnngr^pr 
Wales, which therefore was at this time fubjetft to bis Command TAe ) eair oi cac pe . 
lowing hath nothing notable, but tha t Ethelm the Earl of Wiltjhir d !. e( ^ J®* alhsepqia. 
nights ( fo particular are the Annals in matters of fmalleft -corifequence) Lefore 
Midfummer, and this was the laftof Ethered Earl ot Devonfhire, and of die B 
Ihopof London. Thele ulhered into another world the King himfelf, who 
having enjoyed two or three years of Peace, as a preparation to everfeftmg Re-_ 
r ... pofe and Felicity, in the five and twentieth of OClober, m the one and -fdt^th D T X 

Med dyes. ^ of hLs Age , and the thirtieth of his Reign, m the year of our Lord, DCGCC. ^ 

pafled from a temporal to an eternal Kingdom. . . rAffer. Ann. 

:jo Whoever confiders the worth of his Perfon, will find that our opinion of rix ni ^. 
liis happinefs, is not founded merely upon Charity. A Man who ( bumaneiraU- ^ ^ 
ty alone fet alide) fo difeharged all the Offices of a King and of a -Chriftian, as ealpa bali- 
faircely any can be found & thefe vertuesto have been fo accurate, by-whofe 5 pa msjr* 

( almoft I had faid Angle) example no infirmity of Body, Tdht?«Sh 
perpetual difquiets arid, dangers can excrife fromi the performing of aU dqtics which 
His indifpofi- {h e Relation, a Man ftands in both to God and Men, exa&eth from him. In wbat 
tionof Body. continual dffiutbances he lived and reigned , we have fufficiently feen already, 
how feldom he enjoyed any repofe and quiet, in what perpetual diflraaionS 
cares and anxieties, any other man would have been involved. Bur his inward 
griefs were as great and prefling as were his outward moleflations, fcarcely one 
day from his Infancy, till he came to be forty five years of Age, was be free 

from extraordinary pains in his Body. From his Childhood, tfll he came to be 
twenty, he y as exceedingly troubled with the Piles. Then after his Marriage, 
feized with fo great and firange pain, that no Phyfician could guefs what the cauie 
fliould be, fome imagined him bewitched, others thought it the mere effect of the 
Devil’s malice, who hates and envies all good Men, others imagined it an unufual 
fort of Fever, and others his former dileafe of the Haemorrhoids mcreafed to a 
Dd 2 greater 
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Sed:. I o. gi'eater malignity. He was afraid left Leprofie, Blindnefs, or fome other dreadfull 
.Symptom lliould follow upon it, which render Men both defpicable and unfer- 
viceable. Therefore as formerly fenfible of the pronenefs of Nature to flelhly Lulls 
in the heat of youth, and before he was married, he prayed that fome Infirmity ^ eri,,s - 
might fall upon him which might abate thefe defires and inclinations, now that 
he might not be unufefull, he prayed for a Relaxation of this Grief, and as he had 
been heard in his firft petition, fo his fecond was not denied. But though feldom 
did his pain intermit, or if he enjoyed any eafe for a Day,or a Night, or an.Hour, 
yet the fear and apprehenfion of the return ofhisalmoft unfupportable Torment, 
never forfook him, yet was the employment of his time fo fruitfull in. all refpedls’ 
as if he had not had the leaft diverfion. Of this Ajferius his Chaplain an Eye-wit- 
nefs gives us in theHiftory of his AdHons, this full account. 

31. Amidft his Wars, the many difturbances of his Life,the Invafions of Pagans, 

Hij manage- and the daily Infirmities of his Body, he ordered the matters of State concerning 

mentof Af- his Kingdom, pra&ifcd all the Art of Hunting, inftru&ed all his Goldsmiths 

i!irs ' and Artificers, his Huntfinen and Falconers, contrived jiew Buildings more fump- 
tuous than any ofliis Predeceflours, he/himfelf being the Inventour and Architect, 
read Saxon Books, got Saxon Verfes by heart, and few that others did the like* 

Conftantly was he prefent at Divine Service, -Pfalms-or Prayers he read, his di¬ 
urnal and no&urnal Hours he ever celebrated, alone in the Night time when all 
others wereafleep, lie frequented Churches and then performed his Devotions,over- 
faw the diftribution of Alms to Poor and Strangers,fet himfelf to the fearching out 
the Caufes of unknown things, and in all thefe Employments,and during his Pains 
behaved himfelf with incomparable Affability, and pleafentnefs toward all Men. 

Many Franks, Frifons, Galls, Pagans, Britains, Scots and Armenians on their own 
Accord, became his Subje<fts,as well noble as ignoble, all whom according to their 
feveral Qualities and Conditions, he loved, honoured and relieved as his own 
Nation. Sermons either from Strangers or his own Chaplains, he heard conftantly 
and attentively. His Bilhops, the whole Clergy,his EarIs and Nobles, his Servants 
and Familiars, he loved moil: affectionately. Such of their Sons as were at Court lie 
took perfonal care of no lefs than his own Children, inftru&ing them himfelf 
Night and Day in good manners and literature. But as if in all thefe he had no 
comfort at all, and as if no other thing either internal or external troubled him. 

Night and Day he was very fad, and with many fighs bewailed his condition 
both to God and his familiar Friends, that he was deftitute of Divine Wifedom, 
and of the liberal Arts. 

Hi$ defire and 31. He made it his bufinefs to get fuch men about him as could beft fupply this 

^Learning 11 de fe& which his own humility reprefented to him far greater than indeed it was. 

As his utmoft wifli and the greateft Boon he beg’d, was like to that of Solomon, fo 
the fuccefs of his Prayers was (though not proportionably) the fame, God giving 
him both learning and Wifedom, and (if not Riches yet) Honour in fuch abui> 
dance, as no Prince of his Age, nor for many Ages afterward attained. Four 
learned Clerks he fent for out of Mercia, and fome he had in his own paternal Domi¬ 
nions of the Weft Saxons, by whofe indeavours his infatiable defire of knowledge 
was ft ill exercifed. For both Night and Day when he had any fpare time he heard 
them reade, never being without fome one of them in attendance, whereby it came 
to pafs that he had a thorough knowledge almoft of all forts of Books. Yet not 
contenting himfelf with what they could teach him, he fent for the learnedft 
men he could hear of out of France, and out of Wales, for Ajfer the Writer of 
the Story, all whom he rewarded and preferred fuitably to their Merits. By af- 
fiftence of thefe men he arrived at fuch eminent learning, (that Age efpecially con- 
fidered) that he became not onely the moft knowing of all Kings, but in univer- 
fal knowledge exceeded almoft all, both his own Subjects and others. He was i»g«iphus, 
learned in Speech, butefpecially made it his bufinefs to be throughly verfed inDi- Malmesbury, 
vine and Practical knowledge. He penetrated to the profound Myfteries of all Li- * ' 

beral Arts, which he acquired with utmoft diligence. The greateft part of the 
Roman Library he made familiar to his Englijh Subje&s. Hewasfo univerfelly lear¬ 
ned that he became both an excellent Grammarian, Philofopher, Rhetorician, Hi- 
ftorian, Mufician and Poet j nay, a moft perfedt Architect and Geometrician. 

He himfelf for the benefit of his Subjects, whom the Invafions of the Barbarous 
Danes had well nigh deprived of all Learning, tranflated into their own Lan¬ 
guage the Hillory o iOrofius, the Ecclefiaftical Hiflory of Bede, (which Tranffation 
we make frequent ufe of) and death prevented his finilhing an Englijh Tranfla- 
tion of the Pfalms of David. 


33 - The 


HUDtvotioiil 3 3. The more wonderfull this is ftill, if we confider that hisDevotfons took up Sedt. 1 o. 
fo much time as fcarcely any Religious Perfon, whofe work alone it was,fpfent more 
in God’s Ser vice. He made a Vow to dedicate to him one half, excepting that of 
fteep and rieceflary Refrelhings. And becaufe herein he could not be accurate for 
the cloudinefs of the Air and want of Clocks, (which in this Age were not inven¬ 
ted) he caufed fix large Tapers of Wax to be provided, each twelve * Inches in */ Uc una- 
lengtli, by the burning of which he meafured out the four and twenty Hours. qu»jue 
Perceiving that the burning of them was unequal by reafon that the Wind through J?™** 3 
the Windows, theCranies of Walls of his Chapel, or the thin Cloths of his Tents j | n ^ 
got to them j to prevent this inconvenience he invented a Lanthorn made of rig n acar m 
He adniini- Wood and Horns of Oxen. But that which took up not the leaft part of his time longitu&ine 
Iters Juftice. thus divided with the hearing of Caufes and Adminiftration of Juftice, wherein to habepec. 
relieve the Poor and Diftrefted, Night and Day he travelled indefatigably; -for in Ajfer. 
all that Kingdom (faith our Authour) befides him alone they had no Proteftour, 
or very few, Perfons of publick Spirits as well as Employment, having always 
been rare in this Nation. Such Partiality and Contention were there amongft In- 
feriour Judges, that he was perpetually peftered with Appeals, wherein he was fo 
Sedulous an Inquirer, that all Viilany was ever brought to light. But befides 
Appeals few Caufes were heard in Inferiour Courts of any moment, -which howe¬ 
ver decided he did not examine. If he found his Judges unskiifull, he gravely 
admoniihed them as fuch, who in cafe they did not ftudy improvement were to 
loofe their Places. This made them fo vigilant and induftrious, that though his 
Officers all in a manner were illiterate from their Infancy, yet in their elder Ager 
did they apply themfelves to learning, and fuch as by reafon of Age or other 
Avocations could not doe it, brought up their Sons, their Kinfmenor their De¬ 
pendants and Servants to reade to them. As he being the Superiour Judge (not 
onely as to Authority but Adminiftration of Juftice) took care that his People 
lliould be furnilhed with able Minilfors, fo he provided them of good Laws, and 
for the better Government of the whole Englijh Nation, brought up feveral lau¬ 
dable Cuftomes, which ftill to tliis day continue, and we fliall declare when we ■ 

Encourages come to fpeak of the Laws and Polity of our Saxon Anceftours. To keep up Ci- 
Leaming. vility and Learning he ere&ed School for the training up of Youth, and ufed 
feverity againftfuchas broke the Pesfto?, that he might by Punilhments deter, as 
well as by Rewards and Encouragemgpts allure, the two great Engines of Magt- 
And rids the Thieves and Highwaymen hfanb profecuted, that he rid the Land in a 

Thie°v« and manner of them, to the terrour of attach, caufing upon high Pofts in theCrofs 
Highwaymen, ways certain Chains ofGold to be hung, as it were daring any one to take them 
down 3 fo that during his Government Juftice did not onely reign but Triumph. 

34. We have feen how he employed his time, one of the greateft Concernments 
of a Prince ; another remains as great, viz. how he fpent his Revenue. Making 
mmo/hif" this a main point of Confidence, and having vowed to the Service of God, as 
Revenue. well the half of his Revenues as his time, he commanded all his Annual Income 
to be equally divided into two parts. The firft of thefe he appointed to fecular 
ufes and fubdivided it into three Portions. The firft he appointed to pay the Wa¬ 
ges of Souldiers, his choiceft Minifters, and thofe that by their turns attended 
liim in his Court. For of fuch he had three Divifions each whereof waited their 
month, and then refting two at their own homes again returned to their former 
monthly fervice. The fecond Portion he afligned to Workmen and Archite&s, of 
whom he kept employed almoft an innumerable Multitude of all Nations. The 
third he freely bellowed on Strangers that came to him from all parts far and 
near, whether they asked it or asked it not, as their Qualities were, and (accor¬ 
ding to that which is written, God lovetb a chearfull Giver ) with a chearfull mind. 

Thus did he employ the firft half of his Revenue. The fecond half of his whole 
Revenues and Incomes with a moft free will he devoted to the Service of Almigh¬ 
ty God, and caufed it to be divided into four Portions. Thefirft .of thefe he con¬ 
ferred on fuch Poor as flocked to him out of all Nations. The fecond on two' 
Monafteries he had caufed to be built at thelingaeg, and at Scofteflurg. The 
third to a School which he had eredted for the Inftrudtion of the Nobility of his 
own Nation, laid to have been at Oxford, but Ajferius mentions no place. The 
fourth to the Monafteries round about in Saxony (the Countrey of the Weft Sax- . 
ons he means) and Mercia, and fome years by turns to thp Churches and 
Servants of God in Britain, Cornwall, Gall, Armorica, Northumberland, and alfo 
in Ireland he either according to his ability fent relief, or refolved to doe it as op¬ 
portunity and his Treasury would permit. 

3?. Such 
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Se<± I o. fS- Such was the demeanour of Alfred in his Religious and Civil kind of life ' 
a demeanour accurate indeed, but not fuch as can denominate him a formal or 
toppiih man, for under all this Difcipline he was not fowreor melancholly, but 
carried himfelf (as an eye or ear witnefs left recorded after his Death, when he 
His Divertifc- C T d r haV ® n< i . tei ?P tatio ? fatterhim} with wonderfull Affability and Faceti- 
nientt. oufnefs. To his feverer Studies and Pra&ices he alfo joyned the gentile Divertife- 
ments of Mufick and Hunting (things not poflible to be reached by formal Fops 
ma f ?_ u £ Wltsbe Judges) and his Military skill and valour was fo admirable, that 
no Dilalters or Difcouragements could abate it. Malmesbury teftifies of him tliat 
r ■ . whde he was overthrown and lay as it were groveling on the Earth, he was ftiU 
11 Courase ‘ a terrour to his Enemies. In all Battels he was prefent every where, flriking in¬ 
to the Hearts of his Enemies fear and coldnefs, and palenefs into their Faces, adding 
. frelh Courage to lus own Men. He alone would expofe his Bread to the Enemies 
Swords he alone would reftore the Fight when his Army was ready to run away 
and by his Example conftrain hisSouldiers to repell theinfulting and purfuing Pa¬ 
gans. Nay, after he had been forced to flie, he became more terrible to his 
toes, the memory of his Defeat made him more Circumfpe<ft, and an ardent de- 
fire of Revenge more venturous. Fifty fix fet Battels by Sea and Land he fought 
againft the ZW, and of thefe eight in one day, fo that by his miraculous Cou¬ 
rage and Conduct he fo aftlufted and tired them, though they dill camein frelh num¬ 
bers upon him, that they were forced to give up what Hoftages he plea fed, and 
fubmit to fuch Conditions as hfe thought fit to impofe. That thefe are not Flou- 
rifhes, the umverfal confent of Writers bears Witnefs, all who admire him as an 
Heroe, and by an unparallel d example tax him with no Vice at all ; fomewhat 
AJfertus fpeaks of Niolus s obje<ft to him the negledt of adminiftring Juftice, which 
was m his young years, and for which in his riper he made abundant Compen¬ 
sation. Upon the whole we cannot but difmifs him with the Exclamation of 
Wonder, into which Sir Henry Spelman, upon due confideration of all tilings, 
breaketh forth. O Alfred, the Wonder and Aftonifliment of all Ages' If we 
reflect upon his Piety and Religion it would feem that he had never gone 
outof aMonaftery : If on his Warlike-Exploits, that he had lived no where 
but m a Camp: If on his Writings ancf Studies, that he had fpent his whole life 
« m c f n Univerfity : And laftly, It we * ^ard his Adminiftration of the Affairs 
of lus Kingdom and Subjects, One woi- % think that his whole time had been 
employed in nothing elfe but ena&ing iws, and promoting Juftice in his Tri- 
“ bunals and Courts. . 

36. King Egbert is generally efteemed the firft Monarch of the Englifb Saxons, 
and as fuch we have placed him, his time better agreeing therewith, but indeed 
was a Monarch in the fame fenfe that the ether feven were, which Beda menti¬ 
on™ 6 , A 0 ™, 0 ™)', °f whom extended through the Heptarchy, though the feve- 
lal Kingdoms had their feveral Kings. He as Julius Ccefar to Augujlus fhewed the 
W'ay, and chalked that out which was afterward perfe&ed by his Glorious Son 
Alfred, who indeed'was toward his latter end Monarch of all the parts of England vide m 
which were not poflefled by the Danes, for if a petty King afterward was fet up Floril.bic.' 

His Domv 10 Xnthumledand or elfe where, fo inconfiderable was his condition as defend 

«... 5 S i ?i e iS e ? Ti ce c T on , e ! y were thc his Subjedfs. The 

Weljh or Bntains had alfo fubmitted to him, over whom he appointed a Gover- 

nour, as we lately obferved him by Name out of the Saxon Annals. But 
Afertus acquaints us with the Affairs of that his own Countrey, more particularly 
m relation to the Obedience they paid to Alfred. He tells us that at that time and 
long before all the Regions of the South (Weftern) parts of Britain (Dextralis 
Brttannue he terms it) did belong, and fo did ftill to the Dominion of King Al¬ 
fred. Namely Hemeid, with all the People of Demetia or South Weft Wales be¬ 
ing forced to fubmit to him by the violence of the fix Sons of Rotri. In like man- 
ner Howel or Houil, the Son of Ris King of Gleguifing, morever Brochmail and 
Fernail Sons of Mounc, Kings of Guent, being opprefied by the violence and Ty- 
ranny ofEari Eadred, and the Mercians , of their own Accord fubmitted to him 
as their Kmg, that by his means they might be protected from their Enemies. 

Befides thefe Hehfed the Son of Teudyr, King of Brecknock CRex BreckoniaJ) dri- 
ven thereto by the violence of the forefaid Sons of Rotri, voluntarily gaveup him- 
ftll into lus hands Nay at laft Anaraut himfelf with his Brethren Fhe Sons of 
Rotri, deferted the Alliance they had contracted with the Northumbrians, from 
whom diey received no emolument at all, but rather hurt; and earneftly defi¬ 
led the King s friend flu p. He was admitted into his Prefence, and with much ho¬ 
nour 
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— bouretltertained by him, who 

vcrcignty of King P . did any 0 f thefe obtain the friendihip of the conppma _ 

the Mercians were. Neither in hereby found a means toincreafe it, fucji rion , r ac . 

King. For fuch as de1 ^ Ea f defined Familiarity got Familiarity, and fuch ceprur . 

as defired Money had Money, fucliasjrffhem procured Love, Defence, and Protec- 
as would have both obtained both._A 11 oi th himfe if andhisown SubjedFs 

tionon every fide, as far as the K g w iJh whom he lived m all Conjugal 

An Account Of 37- King b > 7 fljipn His Eldeft was * Ethelfteda, married to Eadred glpl^ 

his wife and temperance, had feveral Children. named + Edivard. The third a t 

Count of the M TT . The next was * * hcr || EMffofy ihe MW*- 

Daughter, Ethelgeda as fome call her,, but ^ ^ shaftsbury. The fourth 0fn ‘ 

was Abbefs in die Nur J f^J^Elfthrith married to Baldwin the fecond Count 
was Elfrida, Affermat Usher Ethelward, who by Divine Coun- , 

of Flanders. The fiftl \ a " d / d ^f ra ble Providence of die King, together with t ^eipe- 
c.l (faith our Anthour) and theadm raDie i r man of theIn f e . 

well nigh all thc Noble: Ch<Wren, rf under the diligent care 

riourfort, was committed to the Dilcipune oi ^ Saxon wer e 

of Mafter’s. Indus ^ ool p B t ^ that before they had 

diligently read The y ^wWAbStNobkPttfiws, asHuntujgand 
ftreneth ro undergoe Manly Exerciles, wnici Jberal Sciences. Edward and 

the like, they became Sttidicius diligently attended by their Nurfes 

Elfthritb were always Br0U S ht u P at S £ft a te and Government) being exceed- 
and Governours (as defigned to Vrw ) to whom they carried them- 

ingly beloved by all, both home bor , n ^ nd ? r g t i ie ir Father they fhewed 
felves with all humble Affab^ ^ 2 nid their other Employ- 

all manner of Duty and Subj e <ft on, neithe c arelefiy without Liberal 

ments fuitable to their ^b y heart, read Saxon Books, but efpe- 

frequently made ufe of other 

Boo ¥ RWeft Son fucceeded his Father in die ^teenthyear 


To Alfred (uc- 38 Of thefe Edward the Eldeft Son fucceededh^Father in the fixte^^^y^ 

c «d«i Ed- of \ a the Sixth. that cLles the Simple beganili« 

mrd - Fourth Emperour of the_Weft, the ! ye £it dCCCC{ Jngu ipbtts and Mai- 

Reign in France, m the Fourth Indi^on . far Inte riour to his Fa- 

mesbury after him writes of hl 5 n ^’n the Poler of his Kingdom, that he m- 
a Glorious ther, but incomparably more glonous in t 1 ^ and th e Weft Saxons but 

King. deed had conjoyned the two Kingdoms ol it be i n g affigned over 

held onely that of the Mercians as firft wholly broUg ht 

to Duke Etbelred. But his Son alter the Dean pre f en tly after fully the 

under his pon^i°n and Propriety the tbe Northumbrians, who had 

Weftern and haftern Englijh or the /^/ inhabiting Ae Northern part 

imbodied thcmfelves with the ’, ,. fnbdue by his Sword; and having 

of the Ifland and all the Bntains Xed Chriftians in their 

caft outthe Pagans from all Cities 

rooms ; neither ever in any Batrepairing old Cities or building 
toreftrain the Excurfions oi the by f T' mi | hc / wlth b f u ffiaent Garrifons to 

new ones in convenient places, w Enemy By this meansthe valour of the 

protea the Inhabitants and to repeU the tiKiny > Enemies com ing they would 

People wasfo much excited, that U E®“ r 5 po frme themfelves and valiantly charge 
without confuting the Kmg or his P ^^oth by their numbers and Mili- 
2 SS 5 ' contemptible to the Sonldters. an a 

Etbclwald his much difturbed by Ethehmld himthe Brother of Edward, for 

Kinfman Re- re( i his Father’s Elder Brother, thoughx>ther . . that he was the Son 

bclls - lus Genealogy ^ vari oufly re ated Moft P^ 1 ^ i pon no weaker ground 

of Etbelred \ and founded his preteniions^ ^ {filed to fucceed onely at that 

than being Son to the Elder Brother, whom by his laft Will 

time for want of Age as lome thin , j Son to fucceed, in cale he 6 a- 

Sr“rn bf^Teftamen 8 ! of Alfr'J himfelf, which^ 
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*5 P° ller ; t y> it appeal's that this King had feme fcruplesin his 
to'the Crown" 1 “ C Af cr t rl.^n“f h *> Ve f ° mc , caufe /° queftion llis legal Tide 
“of mv1^?, 0f l T B,e thren Cfaith he^ the inheritance 

“ public! WritiZ derolved upon me by virtue of an Authentic* 

“ States oftelUn.Tt ky r hlm l “ d S' ,firmed in a general Affembly of the 
« Rrnt .. „ r.!l e ? T° m at Lati &dene. This Writing upon the Death of my Jafl. 

“ of a/lthe Denudes ofTwiH *° te fr f'7 ? nd °P enl y tead in the Audience 
« that were orefent L S * X0MS ' ^ being read, I required and adjured all 

« or IZ Zf/J 1 e ’ ^ ey Io , ved me to decIare Sincerely whether they knew 
“ h r tance for I ^ ““o could juftly claim any 'night in this mine fo- 

in there words “ I h Jwh v d k T W e" 7 ' j T, ; is Ad J u tation I again repeated ' 

« j oue or t * , befeech you my dear Friends, let not any of \ 7 ou either out of 

« fn^n? d t0 „ mejfpare * ee| y» to f P eak the naked truth : for I have no deiii e 

“ matter When flmd riW C \ ^ ?' gh n°u anyof m yKinfmen in thefoaft 
D .fS - - 1 had th . us f P° k en, then all the Nobles and Princesofmy Peo¬ 

ple with a ferious proteftation Anfwered. « That never anv NotirP 

• i:»; — 1 ■** 

?jss iz. -otai! avsi :s s ■* 

™ c p 0Wn b y virtue of his Father’s Conveyance, which was bothrar? nob, r tju- 
tn d »-pm the and confirmed by the mutual agreement of the Brothers vet i buS FJlatJ11 ’ 

fc'innS° Ve j, . fc rnpu loll ty this excellent Prince would have his Pretenfions td^be I?!? 6 f Sa * 

fii" de £ t0 5l D^thTn'h" a &nnd nC He"; 

not far CwT wSI’ dou "? “a placecalled BadJ m lyri & , n, toLLf 

But upon die w h at valour and rnnft-mrv i d jj g ! 1 ltcd bis Rival, that he who had boafted ofcon^ai^e- 
approach of '™ \ ° • c ° nftanc 3, be would ihewinthat place, fled out of it hv 

82 V ? er f he joined kimm with the Army 1 €c ruj’eji 

place and Profeffionfram whencl fli^rame °Thh Mo^ff’ “ d “*■" 

uoon a fair Drann -T i ’ ddanlyrig is now called Budbury. being a little Hill no r c Jium 

Trench and Ramll u' 7 tW ° ^ s , off from oompafTcd lith a trfpfe <™f vr- 

Weft Kinpq «, J c re P ort f d to have had a Caftle which was the feat of the tani liv ~ 

~ 7&ch ’ *«" bunedfotr^r;,. 

. b , rf tliffy^^Ifter^t apkce < atlleI//a^f , fbL(plI Wk r 0Ut and the *-** Men »e E 
bJ&« Pirates. In the Lean time & T \” ft 2 ^ ^ 

may very well conjecture) who heina ^ ^ C of Normans, as we i am »•„. 

by this time obtained Neujlria to inhabit f a conSemhl? 1 ^ W ^ th % D ?” es > . had rem quam 
dom. The year after returnino- im p , a conliderable Province of that King- ucep que , 

great number of Pagans inhf bitin w 7 lth 7 an Army he thereto joined a noj-epum 
Places, and then invading Mercia ^England, and other alte- 

met with A later Wrirer a U , C1 J ire and ^ w °rd, deftroyed all things he ] Uf k 5 a * 

of c lt * C I UCCC V“ 

to the Nation of the Enclijb was moft Headlv & lr* f ? e whofe malice \yidA>m.^i, 
hrll landing in Effex, and iiduLg thTVo^y. w1IffddayTS“ 

the 


the Annals bear witneft:, .but place Iris return; from beyond tfcp Seaspm thelo. 
tliird year after his flying into Northumberland., in the following year :he gathe- >-^v^w 
red together his Forces in Eaft England, and wafted the Territories; iof, the Mer- dcccgiv. 
dans as far as Gcccageladc , (f6 the Annals call the place) where pafimg over the J ^ I, , c ° 1 ^ 
Thames , he pillaged all places afwell within Brcedene as round about, and fo re- nide,{ open- 
turned. King Edward with what force lie could make made as imich hafte as 
poflible after thepi, and laid wafte all their grounds lying betwixt the Ditch and plotan ^e 
tlie River Oufe, as for as the Northern Marflies. Thinking fit thence to return, he mib fi-j- 
he gave orders tliat all the Army Ihould Diflodge, and March together. But on eape 8e- 
the Kentijh Men notwithftanding feven feveral meftages he fent to them, ftaid be- 3X6 7 
hind,which dela) of theirs,and feparating the Kings Forces,encouraged the Danes to ealhona 
give them Battel,which was very bloudy,many Men falling on both Tides 5 the King, lon^ be- 
loft Sigulfand Sigelm Maxh,Eadvoold his Minifter,^®^an Abbat,befides Sigehyrbt cjieoh 61- 
and Eadwold the Sons of two Noblemen. Of the Danes , befides great numbers of cum -j Ju- 
lowerRank, died Eoliric their King, and Ethelwald a Nobleman,theauthourof this jran ealc]?- 
War } Birhtfiger , Ifop Hold , and Osk 'ttel Hold. On both Tides a great (laughter was * a F^nnar 
made, but a greater of the Danes though they continued Mafter of the Field. - npr ^ 7 
41. There being no better way both for underftanding and remembring of 
Hiliory than a knowledge of the places where eminent Actions have'happened j 
it will be the Readers Intereft and Delight to have a brief Account of fiich Names Cpecca. 
of Towns, and other places he meets with, efpecially being in his own Countrey. Before. 
GreaanlaJc That place by the Annals called Creclagelade, by Marianas and others Crecklade, 
where. 1 * is that Town Handing in the North Part of Wiltshire, watered with the Thames , 
known by the Name of Greeklade , which Name forfooth fome believed -it to 
have received from certain Greek Philofophers, who as theHiftory of Oxford re- 
porteth began there an Univerfity, which afterwards was tranflated to Oxford. 

Braden. That they call Bradene is Breden Wood, now B reden For eft, which beginning 

at Wotton (that is Wood Town) Bajfet not far from Greeklade , ftretched it felf ^ icum - 
Dlk$ - far and wide. As for Dike, betwixt which and Oufe King Edward wafted all the 
Countrey, it’s the fame with that w'hich the People call Devil's Dike, and cuts 
over thwart the Plain of Newmarket in Camiridgejhire fo many Miles together. 

Thofe great and long Ditches which arefeen in thofe Parts were (moft proba¬ 
bly) caft by the Eaft Angles to restrain the Mercians who with their foddien Ih- 
rodes were wont to wafte and fpoil all before them. The firft of them begins - i 
at Hinkejlon, and runs Eaftward by Hilderfham toward 1 Horfheath, o\^sox. five ' v ,; 

Miles in length. The fecond called Breutditch near to. the former, goes from Mel- 
hum by Fulmirc. Another there is which begins at the Eaftern Bank of- tlie Ri¬ 
ver Cam, and runs by Fenn Ditton (or more truly Ditch, Ditton, faith Cambden, 
fo named of the very Ditch) between great Wilherhatn and Fullurh^ as for as 
Balfham. It’s now commonly called Seven*Mile Dike, becaflfe its feven Mile from 
Newmarket, but anciently it had the Name of Fleam Dike,t hat is in Old Englijh, 

Flight Dike, of fome memorable flight which there happened. * 

43. More Eaftward from hence within the Countrey is to be feen die fourth 
Fore-fence or Ditch, meant by the Annals the greateft of all, with a Rampire ad- 
joyningj which the common People out of Admiratiori of its greatiieifs, as the 
work of Devils and not of Men, ufeto call Devils Difej but? others Reck Dike, 
of Recb a litde Town where it begins. Above Rech the County is fenriy, and was 
therefore impafiible wliere it lay open to Excurfions, there this Dike begins, and 
ends near to Cowlidge, where the Paftage by reafon of Woods, was mbre'ciimber- 
fome. It was tJhe limit afwell of the Kingdom as of the Biftioprick of the Eaft ^w- 
gles, but the Autliour of fo great a piece of work is unknown. Some later Writers 
mention King Cmte the : Dane, but befides what liere>he Annals foy ofthisftattel- 
Alio Floracenfts who' Died before Chute vms King o£ England defcribteth it, to¬ 
gether with the fite of Eaft England. Such as wrote fince the time of Cnute liave 
termed it St. Edmund's-Limit, and St. Edmunets Dike, verily thinking that Cnute 
caft it up, who being molt devoted to that King and Saint, granted to the Monks 
of St. Edmunds Bury, to make fatisfabtlbn for the cruelties exeicifed by : Swane his - 
Father upon them, very great Immunities even as far as^this- Dike" Certain it - 

is that the two Fore-fenbesdaft mentidheii were calted Sb Edmund'r Dikes. ‘ -Anti ,l 
therefore Matthew of Weftminfter (which the Reader^rh.ay ohlerve) Iradit written j 
that the Battel betwixt King Edward and. Ethelwald was fought between the f two' 

Dikes of St Edmund. Laftly, by; Oufe niiift be meant Oufe the Greater, a River 
which difporting it felf with manifold Branches and Divifions, feparateth - Caw- - 
Iridgejhire from Norfolk. This is the neared Oufe to the Dike: for Oufe tti&tek 

E e lepara- 
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c Pf O- Tn feparateth (together with the River Waveney) Norfolk from Suffolk. As fox Oufe 
w^-v^n-<* or Ifis which joineth with Tame, and makes the River Thames Oufe m Torkfhire, 
or others (for this is a common Name of Rivers afwell as Avon, and therefore 
in Britijh is thought to have fignified a River or Water in general, afwell as it} they 
can have no relation to the matter in hand. 

Which pro- 44> To p ur f ue our ftory, whatever was the Succefs of this Battel it feems ro 
duces a Peace. J iave proc j ucec i effect, that in the fecondvear after a Peace was concluded 
betwixt the King and the Danes of Eaft England and Northumberland, at a 
place called Tttingaford, which Jailed for the fpace of three years. Then was it 
broken, the Annals lay not by whom firft, but Hoveden lays the fault upon the 
Danes, ' who lie fays prevaricated with the King, and thereupon he lent an Army 
of Weft Saxons, and Mercians into Northumberland , where Haying five weeks, it 
made a great devaftation, and having killed very many of the-Danes, compelled 
But adbon them to renew the Peace they had lately broken. But this Peace the Annals 
broke by the tell us they broke again the year following invading Mercia , where, as write 
DanJtothav Hoveden and Florent of Worcefler, they were met by the Englijb at Teotenhale or 
own Deftruc- fetnal in Staffordfbire, and overthrown. King Edward was then in Kent, and nad 
tion ' got together about an hundred fail of Ihips, befides fuch as being fent to the 
Southward, met him at Sea. The Danes imagining that he had Ihipt the main of 
his Forces, took liberty to rove up and down whither hope of booty led them, be¬ 
yond Severn. King Edward fent before the lighteft of his Army, to entertain 
them, till he himfelf could be ready to come. Then following with the mam 
Body, he fet upon them in their return at Cambridge or Cambridge in Glocefter- 
fhire, where he gave them a very great defeat. The Annals relate, that many 
thoufands of them were flain together with Ecwils their King; but Huntingdon * DCCCCXm 
mentions two Kings, viz. . Haldene and Eolwulfe , befid es Zither a Conful as he on v ir ; 
calls him and eight other Noblemen, whofe Names are harlh and without any lols geape ymb 
to the Reader may be omitted. „ . . _ CQaptiner 

a c. The year that followed died Ethered the Earl or Duke of Mercia, the Bro-maypan 
Ethtrcd his t h er -i*n-La W of King Edward\ who hereupon took into his Hands die Cities of net; €ab- 
KdET London and Oxford, with the Territories thereto belonging. The year after about 

* Martinmas he caufed to be built the Northern Borough of Hartford, betwixt t, an y o „fa n 
Ed ward item. Memeran Benefican and Ligean , and afterwards in Summer betwixt the Kogati- kunh $c 
ding e andreI 1 "on. days and Midfummer, lie marched with his Army to Mceldune m E#*, beopocpop 
pairing feve. and there lay incamped' while his Souldiers built the Town of Witham. At this &a becpeox 
ra! Towns. a d Part Q f t } ie Coyntrey. formerly fubje&to the Danes, fubmitted themfelves opemepan 3 
to his Authority* and in the mean time another Part of his Army built the other Benepiran 
Borough of Hartford, on the South fide of the Rivet Ligean now Lea. But 1 an 7 
wherras the Annals talk of building thefe Boroughs of Hartf ord, the Reader mull 
know that that Town which gives name now to the whole flnre, was much more on ruraepa 
ancient,being found in forne Copies of Beda, called + Herudford (which fome inter- betpeox 
. pret the Red Ford, others the Fori of Harts') where he treateth of the Synod there gang &a- 
holden in the year of our Salvation, five hundred and feventy. Therefore by gum mi&- 
building feme Houles, mull be onely meant repairing of the Town. Or chiefly turn rume- 
thc Caltleis to be underltood, which Handing upon the River Lea, tradition re-g-gW 
ported to have been built by. Edward the Elder, as inlarged afterward by the 
Houfe of Clare, to which it belonged. By Memeran and Benefican are meant two rumum hip 
Rivolets, which fcarcely a Mile off from the prefent Hartford, mcreale the puitume 
ftream of Ligean or Lea, Benefican is guefled to be that on which flandeth Be- on ea r c Se- 
nington and Memeran the other Brook on which Puckerichis feated. Maldune is axe to 
that we now called Maiden in Ejfex upon tfee River Chelmer, even the fame with 
the famous Roman Colony, Camalodunum, which many Ages .fince adorned that caf 
fhore Witham is that now called Whitham, in the fame County, a fair Thorough- ha Camd™. 
fair, .a Milediftant from Eaflerford, and as much from Blackwater. . 

46 The year that followed,laith Huntingdon, but in the fourth year aster lay j m p re Jf 0 Heo- 
the Annals,* Eafier being paft, the Danes horn Northampton and Ligeracefter, or ™fadinc*- 
Leicefter, broke the Peaceby an Inrode made int oOxfordJbtre, where they com- f tulo f er ‘ He . 
Another r° ut all Rap i nej and, made great daughter of all they met, while another I ar- rudfordmRs- 

Danes for tin ]r jy w ith worfe fuccefsfell into Hartfordfhire, where the Inhabitants now taking 
inrodes. Courage " and fuificientfy inured, to fuch Allarms ftoutly reiilled them, drove j, eoprj:o p & 
them back and recovered the booty they had taken, withall making themfelves peopc . 
Matters of their Horfes. In the mean time Ethelfleda the Kings Siiter, and Re- peopta -3 
litft of. Ethered the Duke of Mercia, -having the charge of this Countrey be-peopoc- 
haved herfelf, as lhe had done all along in Her Husband s Life time, wrth fuch pop&a. 
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” Courage and Conduft as file became a great help to her Brother in his Wars, and Sedt. id. 
ftoutly defended all thofe that were under her Care. But the Br/tains who were 
Neighbours to the Mercians, difdaining to be curbed by. a Woman, were fo bold 
The Queen Of as to make feme Incurfions into the Etglijh Pale. She to divert and chaftife 
the Brhains t | iem f ent a p art y i nto Wales, which ealily routed the Welfh, took the Cattle of 
liter Bricenameer, and befides thirty four other confiderable Captives, brought away, 
to Edward. Prifoner that King’s Wife into Mercia. By this Bricenameer is to be understood, 
that we now call Brecknockmeer, a Lake of Handing water two miles from the 
Town of Brecknock. Marianus Scotus witneffeth that this Lady in the year 
DCCCCXI 1 I, entring into the Land of the Britains, wone by aflault a Caftle 
at Bricenaumeer, and there took Prifoner the Wife of the King of the Britains. 

But whether this Caftle was Brecknock it felf, or Caftle Dinas, which ftahdeth o- 
ver it upon a Rocky Hill, which the higher it rifeth, the flenderer and fmaller* 
it becometh, is not certainly known, faith Mr. Camden. But forafmuch as Di¬ 
nas in the Britijh Tongue fignifies a Palace, and that the Queen of thefe Britains 
was here taken Prifoner, I judge it next door to certainty, that this was the Caf- 
tle whereof we write. . . 

47. But this Virago not onely took Caftles and Towns from the Ehehiy, but is 
exceedingly celebrated by all Writers, fo many lhe either repaired or bdilt withm 

rier Buildings, the Englijb Territories. Hoveden gives us a lift of them, with the time of their 
building or repairing, which as a memorable piece of Antiquity, we are obliged 
not to omit. In the year DCCCCV. by command of her and her Husband Ethe¬ 
red that City faith he which in Britijh is called Karlegion, and Legaceflre in the 
Saxon Tongue, was re-edifyed. Now there were two Cities in Britain, which the 
Saxons called by the Name of Ligeceflre, from being the Seats of Roman Legions as 
is thought, though many others for the fame reafon might have had that Name, 
one of the Coritani , which we now call Leicefler , and another belonging to the 
Cornavii, and a Roman Colony which we ftill (retaining the later part of the A ■ w 

word ) call Weflchefter, and fimply Chefter. Mr. Camden was of opinion, that vice£ima vie _ 
the Town repaired at this time was Leicefler, which Ethelfleda he faith llrongly trice. 
walled about. But we cannot agree with him in this point, becaufe both Ho- 
veden and Florent of Worcefler, fay it was that Legaceflre, which the Britains cal¬ 
led Caerleon or Caerlegion, by which Name they never called Leicefler, but if we 
give credit to their great Antiquary, Humphry * Lhuyd by that oi Coerbeir t * Fragmen ^ 
whencefoever the Saxon Name of Legeceflre was taken, which blight firft be gi-/.2i.*. 
ven it upon feme other account than that of a Legion, or rather one but like un¬ 
to + it. It’s evident enough,that at the time when thofe Authours wrote, ithad not + InAnna u. 
the Name of Caerleon, but that Chefter had is moft certain, and that firft by busflribitur. 
way of Excellency, then alone by it felf, the Names of other Places being chan- £y5q>a 
ged, as of that City which from Caerwtheling, by reafon of the Roman Legions ha- 1 1 
ving changed its Name to || Caer Lheon, afterwards from a Noble Britain that re-1| Uem ibil 
'paired it, received that of Caergwayr, and by the Englijb is called Warwick. But 
befides this reafon from the Name, another as ftrorig may be fetched from the 
Place. Her repairing and building of Towns was not accidental, but as the Exi¬ 
gency of Affairs required, fo as the Countrey might be fecured againft the Danes 
and Britains. Now there could not be fo great need for Leicefler to be reinforced 
as for Chefter, which as fomefay by thelnvafions of the Danes had been deftroy- 
ed, befides it was a Frontier Town, and a mighty curb againft the treacherous and 
inconftant Welfh, if fuch they were indeed as our Writers would make them. 

48. In the year DCCCCDC, onthefecond of the Nones of May, lhe marched 
with an Army to a place called Sceargete , and there built a ftrong Caftle^, and 
thence to Brige feated on the Weft fide of the River Severn, where lhe caufed a- 
nother to be eretfed. The year following, at the beginning of Summer me went 
with her Mercians to Tamvirthtg,znd repaired the City. Florence of Worcefler calls 
the Place Tamewordin,Marianus Tamaviordia, but Matthew of Weftminfler more truely 
Thameworth,hom% the fame with Tamworth in Stafford/hire, fituate upon the River 
Tame ,whence it hath part of itsName,and the other half from the Saxon wordyeop^ 
which fignifies a Farm-Houfe, as alfo an Holme or River Jfland, any place incomf- 
pafled with water, as in Germany Keyferwert and Bomclfwett, betoken afmuch as 
Ccefars Ifle, and Bomel's Ifle. As long as the Kingdom of the Mercians continued, 
this was one Place of the King’s Refidence, a Town of great refort and very well 
frequented. Hoveden proceeds and tells us, that in the year DCCCCXI, Hie Huntingdono 
built a City called Eadesbyrig, and in the end of Autumn another called Warwick, mrmgcvu. 
Eadesbyrig, as feveral others, was fome obfeure place ; as for Warwick , it rauft not 
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Sect io by any means be granted that fhe built it anew, rebuild it lhe might, as one 
'writes, that it is much bound to her becaufe lhe repaired it when it was greatly 
decayed. It was an old Town by the Saxons called jpappingfic, but by the Bri¬ 
tain s Caerguarvic and Caerleon, as we lately hinted from Guarth, which in Britifb 
fignifies a Garrifon, and from the Roman Legions. For this was their Pruefidium, 
or Garrifon Town Handing in the middle of the Countrey, as Prcefidium in the 
Iiland of Corjica Hood in the middle of that Ifland. Thefe are fuch as Hoveden 
relates her to have built or repaired. Matthew of Weftminfter adds, that Hie went 
to Stanford, and there on the Northern Bank of the River Weiloand repaired a 
Tower. That the fame year wherein Hie built Eadesbyrig ( which he calls Jadef- 
byri ) lhe built another Town called Wartham. That the year following, lhe 
erected three more, viz. Cherenburck, Weadburck and Rrncofe (now Ruckhome in ihmtingdom 
Chejhire , brought by mutability of time to Cottages ) to which fome add Stafford , Cmefogt 
Litchfield and Shrewsbury. l^mcouen. 

49. What Matthew aferibes to her concerning Stanford y Marianus attributes toller 
Brother King Edward , writing that he built a Callle,butit was juft over againft the 
Town on the Southern Bank, as the Annals alfo affirm, which now is called Stan¬ 
ford Baron, of which yet at this day there appearetb not the leaft token. Weadel- 
bucrh is now Wedsborough a Town in Stafford/hire. But as for Stafford it felf, it’s 
ancienter than fo being called Betheney , before it had the Name of Stafford., but a 
Caftle was here built about the year of our Lord DCCCCXIV, on the South Bank 
of the River Sow, which Marianus attributes to King Edward him felf, which 
might be, becaufe in his Reign it was ere&ed. Lichfield was alfo ancienter, 
being by Beda called Licidfeld, which one interprets the Field of dead Bodies , 
from a Number of Chriftians which were there martyred under the Pcrfccution 
of Dioclefian. And as for Shrewsbury , whenfoever and by whomfoever it was 
built, it role from the Ruines of old Vriconium now called Wroxefter, which be¬ 
ing an ancient City of the Romans fell to decay in the Saxon and Danifh War s. 

Some four Miles from it arofe that we now call Shrewsbury , in old time Peng- 
mern, that is the Head of an old Alder, or ancj high Plat of Ground planted with 
Alders y in which fence by the Saxons termed Scrobbesbyrig from its being a 
thicket of Shrubs upon an Hill. It was the feat of the Petty Kings of Powis Lhiod in 
fometime, and when taken out of the Hands of the Britains might be new for- Pigment, f. 
tifyed and repaired, which our Builders to aggrandife the Ad: of this Heroical 22 ' 

Lady call Builderig. For this is obferved of her, that fuch Places as were repai¬ 
red by her were fuch as by her Valour and Condudt, were formerly wrefted by 

her out of the Hands of the Enemy. But that we may conclude this ftory of 
this Lady all together, the year after lhe had taken the Caftle of Brecknock from 
and ^ lc Britains, a little before Augufi lhe fet upon the Town of Derby then in the 
Dams? 3 Hands of the Danes , took it by ftorm, after that they refufed Battel in open Field, 

and then l'ubdued all the Countrey round, though with the lofs of four of her 
choiceft Officers who were (lain at the Entry of the Gate. Huntingdon adds that 
after this Vidory lhe conquered Leicefter with the greater part of the Danifh 
Army that lay in thefe parts, as alfo that thofe of Fork promifed fubmiflion, and 
all good deportment. After this Convention, this moft prudent Virago to be 
preferred before the ancient Amazons in the opinion of Ingulphus , died at Tamworth 
Dies- twelve days before the Feaft of St. John, in the eighth year of her Government of 

Mercia , and was buried in the Porch of St. Peter in Glocefter by her Husband. 
Huntingdon farther writes, that lhe was reported to have been a Woman of fo great 
Power, that by fome lhe was notonely called Lady and Queen, but King allb, 
out of admiration at her worth. She left one onely Child, a Daughter named 
Alwina ( or Algina ) for it’s faid that abhorring the pains of Childbirth after lhe 
was bom, .lhe would never more accompany with her Husband. To which paf 
fage Ingulphus. adds, that in refpe<ft of the Cities lhe built,, the Caftles lhe fortified, 
and the Armies lhe managed, one would have thought lhe had changed her Sex. 

After wiiofe Matthew of Weftminfter tells us, lhe made her Daughter her Heir ( of her King- 
^°na lie terms it) but- King Edward fo far underftood his intereft, that within a 
da. * year he lent for his Niece into Weftfex , and feized Mercia into his own Hands. 

50. That we may now. return to him. The year after that Derby was taken, a 

new Fleet of Danes from the Southward arrived at Lidwic in Devonjhire under Amia ^ a j A „. 
Condudt of two Captains, called Ottor and Roald. Sailing Weflward about die dcccca Viil 
Lands end, they entered the mouth of the Severn • where landing, they wafted 
■ the North Weljh Coaft, and coming to Ircingafelda, they there took Cameleac a ipcinga- 
Biihop, and carried him away totlieir Ships, whom afterward King Edward re- rel’fa. 

deemed 
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——-—— " ~ 7 i)nnnric As thev proceeded, the Inhabitants of Hereford, Scift. 30’ 

' re 4 u otha 5 ou t of «haaS oppofed their Progmis end put-- 

Thc reTbeSmoft all familhedin a fmall ifland, removed from place to 

See rilWt Eft abouf Martinmas time they paffed over into Ireland this was the 

6K SLUSSSKE? xespTt&t 

foever the Army marcheth forward againft the Enemy , by a Cuftome make the Vaunt 

to fecure himfelf better from the 

B 4?tl that 

Sey could not now doe hater, fcveral of them fubmitted 

on Pori tnfiether with moft of the confiderablc men about Bedford, arid many 
3 them ttabdoS ”0 Norths. This obliged him the following year to 
to BeJfrrJ which foon yffilded it felf to himwhither then retired, fuch 
He forces the S°^° w f nr merlv on his fide Here he alfo Raid a Month and took care for 

Shin to »- rl'Jh as the bell Copies of Hoveden have it, was in the Saxon times called 
ITir - Mirkphate The vear lollowing, fomewhat before Midlummer, he went again 

SBk wtae y “bu 3 t another Barb and fortifieddte Town -dm'.lm year 
rimrcytel finding he was like but to have a fmall Trade here, where the King f 
minded his buhnefs, got leave to carry over fome men into France; where he knew 
his Countreymen might find him employment. 'And the King followed on his 
bnfinefs indeed The next year before Rafter Hblydays he went to fofacefter, 
which [lecaufed to be fortified, and about Rogation W^.k caufed a place ca ed 
Wivgmgamere to be built and lengthened. That Tofaceje.r&now the.Town caUed 
Torceller in Northamptonjhire, in the Roman times 7 r;^o»//^, ,f rom three Budges 
7o,cejtetmio, u j^ into which the little Riv_er ; divideth it felf. Man- 

^names ft Toucefter, writing that it was fo fortified ftftthe year of our Redemp¬ 
tion DCCCCXVI1, that the Danes by no means could winm by ^"It^^hat 
rL Edward the Elder afterwards incompafled it with rfone W ^1L Yet . now 
no Tokens of any fuch Wall appear. Onely there s an Artificial Hill remaining, 
which thcy call Beryhill, turned into Private Gardens. Wiggingamere is now cal- . 
led Win more a Town of Hcrefordjhire , not far from the River Lug. ■ • _ 

cz ^While Edward was bulled about the Fortifications of Wigmore, the Danes o£ 
LTlLfier not being well pleafed ro find 
Co rm nV ftrons Towns, laid Seige to f ncefter. For a whole day they belaDoqrea 
it but Handing ftifly. out tilLSupplies came to them, they went their ways by 
Nisht but were pursued and furpriz’d betwixt Burmvood and Eglefbyrtg or Aylef- 
Sfv wtoe many” them were taken with the lofs of much of thar Baggage. 

Several slur- Much at the fame 7 time the Danes of Huntingdon not judgrng their Caftleconveni- 
mifhes betwixt eno ugli demolifhed it, and.being aflifted by thofe of Eaft England built another 

Sar - TZe$orJ* more opportune, from whence to make J^ tomfions They ■ 
went diio to Bedford with intention of recovering that Town, but the uarrnon 
iftued out repulled and flew a great part of them. After this a greater Army was 
l-aifed both- out of Eaft England and Mercia, which went and laid Siege to Wig- 
more, plundering the Countrey round about, but after a days tryal the Defendants 
obliged them to rife and be gone. Hereupon many of King Edward s Friends a- 
bout thefe parts gathered themfelves together and uniting their Forces wenr and 
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S r 5 ^°- f T emsfo li', whicb they took by Affault, therein flew their King toeetheT-" 

r^l}/pA a / nd f* annan hls St fo L'oth Earls, his Brother and ail the S reft S they 
Tmmi 5 ? XX Tff- P n ern P t0n,y ftood k out againft them. This Temsford is a 
Town mBedjordjhire ftanding upon the<onfluence of Oufe and another Brook 
m hich fome call Ivel. Provoked or incouraged by the example of their Coun 
° f &Ur T and &**' and federal “uf of o£ Sac"; 

S Ant 7 CeaJl 7 ° r Colche ft er > and f ° pertinacioufly carried on 1 J-'oponto 

ceDt £S?S t f?J bK * lt} an r put a]1 tlley found therein to the Sword, ex- Coln «cear- 
ce pt fuch as had the good hap to efcape over the Walls. tj»e. 

S 3 - Hereat many Danes both inhabiting the Countrey and the Port Towns much 
allarmed gathered themfelves together, and being preverited as to the Relief of 
Colchefler pleafed themfelves with the hope of revenging the Injury received uuon 
Maldon , but the Inhabitants held out till relief came, which fo difeouraged the Be- 
fiegers that they drew off, but in their Retreat were purfued, arid many thou- 
fands of them ffam, Pirates and others, by thofe that they hoped to have^evou- 
red. King Edward being jealous of all their Countreymen hailed this very Sum¬ 
mer with an Army of Weft Saxons to a place called Pattfanham, fo called from 
palling over the River now Patham, a little diftant from Stony Stratford where 
he continued tdl Torcefler was mcircled with a ftone Wall. This had fuch influ- 
C ^r^ pon Danes of thefe Quarters, that Thurfertb an Earl with the Lords of 
the Towns thereabout, and all their Army as far as Hampton North i of Weolind 
came and fubmitted themfelves unto him. Now the Kings Army defired to re- -i eal relie 
turn home, yet part of it was ordered to Huntingdon , where L repaired the Town pe ro 

McK of the n d A epa p ed f UCh p B w h n aS tke , Kl ?g had formerly made, upon light whereofhameune 
Danes now jJJj*.®. ^°P Ie of thofe Partsfubmitced, defiring the King’s ProteSioa Then h yP^ n °ji. 
fubmit and Jfo 1 } hls Wek 1S * x ™ Forc 1 es this ver y y ear before Martinmas did he march to P 0 ^P eolu& * 
fwear obedi- Colchefler , which Town he repaired and fortifi’d at what time the Peoole of FnR 
'SSSf* under the Drn^ together^!* 

in Eaft. England, fware obedience to him, as well hy Sea as by Land fully to ob- 
ferve his Commands Thofeof themalfo that lay at Granting took the fame Oath 
as he had commanded. The year following wherein died his Sifter Ethelfleda , be¬ 
twixt Rogation Week and Midfummer he went to Stanford, where, fay the An- 
nais on theSouthern fide he built a Caftle, whereupon all fuch asheld that on the 
other fide, fubmitted themlelves to him as their Lord. 

a\ By l; erdeatha11 Mercia as we faid, fell unto him and willingly fubmitted 
and about the lame time Howel, Cledanc znd Jeothwell the petty Kin|s of North 
Wties with all the Northern Britains , put themfelvesunder his Dominion. After 
this he vifited Nottngham, which he repaired, and therein placed both Englijh and 
ThetwaU Danes, of loth which Nations, all inhabiting Mercia , now became his Subjects, 
whince fo T° P ^ e J nd C /,™ P !^ bls § ood F o««ne, the next year he went down with an 
< ailed. Army rp Thelwallm Chejhire, where he took care for the building and fortifying 

f Jllc^Th Wn ' f The 5 L? neIy td ! US fo much> but Matthem of Weflminflfr 

tells us the reafon of the Name, which came from the Bodies of Trees fthe 

Boughs being cutoff) faftfetin the ground, wherewith he fenced it round : For 
the Saxons in their Language called the Trunks or Bodies of Trees, Thel, and Wall 
as we name it at prefent. Whilelie ftaid at Thelwall he fit for another Party of 
.. Souldiers out of Mercta, and ordered them to Manige Ceaflre in Northumberland 

hUncbefier. to repair and Man it. This Manige Ceaflre is Mancbejter in Lancajhire faid to be 
m Northumberland for that tins Countrey, as well as others. North of Humber 
were formerly under the fame Kings. Lyingfo as it doth, it feems to have been 
quite deftroyed in the Danijh Wars, wherein becaufe the Inhabitants demeaned 
themfelves like very valiant men, their fucceffours will have their Town to have 
been called Manchefler , that is, as they expound it, The City of Men - in which 
conceit they wonderfully pleafe themfelves. And fo they fhould for me. But one CW, 
already has told them that Mancunium was the Name of it* in the time of the Bri- Lanca l h,re - 
taws znd Romans, fo that the Etymology thereof out of ova Englijh Tongue, can 
The reafon of by no meens feem fo much as probable. He derives it rather from Main z Britifh 
Nine. word, which ligmfies a Stone • becaufe upon a Stony Hill it is feated, and beneath 
the very Town at Colyhurft there are very excellent and famous Quarries. 

55 - The next year King Edward to fecureall about him went down with an 
Army to Notmgbam, where he ordered a Borough to be built on the South fide 
of the River right over againft, and a Bridge to be made for entercourfe betwixt 
them. Thence he marched as far as into the Territories of the Pills, to a place 
called BedecanwyOan, where he commanded a Town to be built and ftrongly forti- - 

fi’d. 
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fi’d- Now did the King of-the Scots fubmit unto him as his Lord and Sovereign, Se£t. Id. 
the King of together with the Scotijh Nation it felf, Reginald the Son of Eadulf \ and' all the ^ 
the Scott and i nha bi ta nts of Northumberland, Englijh znd Danes , in the North aswell as in the 
Mml Southern Parts, as alfo the King of the StreatgledwaBi with all his Subje6b. Thefe 
are the great Atchievements of King Edward, as the^are fummarily Hid down 
by the Annals, which fpeakhis Power fo great, that-no King before him _ exten- 
ded hisDominions to fuch a Proportion. By another we are told that as it were Malmesb. 
to complete his Felicity, a little before he died he reduced to obedience the Inha¬ 
bitants of Chefter and the Countrey about it, who having confpired with the 
neighbouring Britains, had attempted to lhake off the Yoke j but he by his di¬ 
ligence prevented the joyrting of their Forces, and by his Courage and the ter- 
Edmari die*. rour of his Name, conftrairted them again to fubmit themlelv r es. Info great glo¬ 
ry he died in his Return toward his ancient Province of the Weft Saxons at Fa- 
Tier don a Town of Berkjhire, where for the moft part he kept Iris Court, after he 
had reigned four and twenty years. - - . , ' ' 

< 6 . He was w'ellnigh as happy in his Iffue asm the courfe and fuccefi of his 
Government, yet not fo happy in that of his firft Wife becaufe he knew ri6t cer¬ 
tainly how to call their Conjunction a Marriage. Concerning their Acquaintance 
and firft meeting together, befides the Monk of Malmesbury, John Brompton the 
Abbat of formal relates. That in the Reign of King Elfred when his Son Edward 
was young, there was in a certain Village of the Weft Saxons the Daughter or a 
An Account Shepherd called Edgfna, who falling afleep dreamed that.the Mwnlhone out of 
of his wife her Womb fo bright that all England was inlightened by the fplendour of it. The 
h«iflUe and Dream fhe told to a certain grave Woman that had been Nurfe to feveral of the 
King’s Children. She thereupon takes her into her Houfe and brings her up as care¬ 
fully and tenderly as if fhe had been her own Daughter, inftruifting her fo to demean 
her felf as might become a Perfbn both of Birth and Breeding. In procefs of time 
it happened that Princ e Edward, the King’s EldeftSon, pafling upon fome occafi- 
on thorough this Town, thought himfelf obliged in honour and good nature to 
vifit his Nurfe, which as he did he got fight of this Maid, being exceeding beau- 
tifull, and fell paffionately in love with her. By his importunity he got her coi^ 
fent to lie with him, and by one Nights lodging fhe became with Child, whiefr 
proving a Son in refpe<ft to the Mothers Dream, the Father gave him the Name of 
Atheljian, which figoifieth the Mofl Noble. Some call this Woman his Wife, (Le 
might be Married to her afterwards) and others reckon that Lady for his firft,- 
whom he Married afterward. However by her he had another Son named *«/- 
fred, who died feveral years before his Father, and a Daughter called Editha 
Married to Sithric the Danijh King of Northumberland. So fome write ; but Mal¬ 
mesbury calls his fecond Son Ethelward, begotten of Eljleda Daughter of Earl 
Ethelin, a Prince very well learned and much refembling his Grandfather Al* 
fred both in Countenance and Difpofition, but he died prefently after his Fa-> 

r* 7 . By this Elfredahss (firft or fecond) Wife, befides this Ethelward, whom 
Hi! Iffue by f ome call Elfward, he had a fecond Son named Edwin, and-a third called Gregory , 
5 S'we 1S °‘as fome write, whoTorfook the world and became an Hermite; of Daughters 
’ good ftore. As fir fcEdjleda, who became a Nun in the Monaftery of Rum fey, 

Effvina, called alfo Edgifha and Edgina, married to Charles the Simple, Kmg of 
France, Son of Ludovicus Balbus, and Grandfon of Charles the Bald, whofeDaugh-' 
ter, as we faid, Ethelwulf married in his return fromTtowe ; Ethelhilda who wzs 
never married; Ethilda married to Hugh the Great Count of Paris, to whomihe 
bore Hugh Capet, afterwards King of that noble Countrey; Edgitha and Elgma, 
both which their Brother Athelfian ferit .over to Henry Emperour of Germany, 
who bellowed the firft on his own Sop Otho, afterwards Emperour, and thefecond . 
on a certain Duhe, whofe Territories lay near to the Alpes. This numerous Off-; V, 
fpring he had by his Wife Eljleda, By his laft Wife Edgina, he hadtwoS'ons,; 

Edmund and Edred, who both of them came to be Kings, as we fhali fee; and 
two Daughters, viz. Eadburga, who became a Nun, and Edgina a Woman^of extra¬ 
ordinary Beauty, bellowed in marriage by her. Brother Ethelflan, xipon Ludouic 
Prince of Ajuitain. His Daughters he fo brought up, as fo their Infancy they 
all were taught to reade and write, and then to ufe the diflaff and needle; by 
fuch employments to pafs the time of their unripe Virginity: his Sons in fuch a 
manner, that firft they might be fully accomplilhed with Learning, and after¬ 
ward come not rude and ignorant, but like fo many Phiiofophers, to publick 
bufinefs, astheMonk of Malmesbury words it. _ _ 

50. Of 
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BIMJ taj a, itwere by the <flter marriage offcsMother, ySbejng torn ofad^Sn" 
cubne, r epifld hardly h m obtained the Crown, by Won ol 

sat' t^P^dSzstSiolXssssesAsesoS 

sa?a#s25 sfvsa sis *s » ~ s».. 

be bad arfived at very confidcaablequalifiearions of mmd ftitabiem V* Pa ?*? ts ’'" m """' 
bmployineot. For Alfred bis Grandfather is SdloSpSS 
lve.gn, being much enamour’d of him for his great towardnelf 7nH rh„ Udly 
dmary ?Jegancy of his features. When he was vSy St 
the dignity of Knighthood, by invefting him with a purpjfhStefitek al£ ^ 
with Gems , and a Sword pf the Saxe* Falhion, incfeied in a loHen lti j 
Hecaiafed lhm to be educated in the honfe of his Daughter ».sST *£**“* 
of noble and vshaitf Ethelfreje, that by the inftrSnrK >1a ' , 'Y lfe 

greatCaptains ( fuch we may termthembothi he miv^hv^ 8Xa T' e of fo 
up m fuch anions as might render him fit for that go^Fonu^S 5 ^© 1 ,™ 11 

5S£Etes&» 

whom thefpRovers had fixed themfelvM TtwJ? 6 !?/.,? Eaft A *& € h amongft 

y z tstT .** ***• 

Emperour of Germany, di twelfth Ind teio^Td DCO^XX^T *“t* 
fert 5 , and the general affetffon of the People were not ^ OWq d ?7 

inconveniences proceeding from the cnWi^nlf Hu-n-uX prevent a|l 
confiderable oppofition againft the rh™™° ° f r 8 . Gae Alfredm ade 

^saaPsaSr. *$§££S5£$Fsp 

satess fcssfe s-sis. 
asgAfa^h. ^ ass- 

be done with it, whether it was tn iL^j the adviceo fAthe/ftan what Ihould Mutmes- 
flowed .« CJirjflian burial, to whichiheKing "2i„»dZ £ be *f f*~ 

sete’-saiis jig ^r^fpas-?- 

b, fc r 7l“ e thl'Nottten 1 "^: ^.& S . 

Dav?npr t ip £/*#//*. TheMonk of IteWwfS M^fler of 

bothhy mmd and Nation. That he was Kinfm^Yo h J aS r B f rf?anan 

readefo much in the Adis of King ^//W tW G "™. mei y ofwh . om we 

Po\yer pf former Kings, now humbIv4£ri*Ji tl W^dJy contemned the 

:wi*TLSbif 

behalf, Athelftan found- him fo confiderable ?h!,k!„ h f-Y had prayed on his 

6o. Here- 


Chap. II. Contemp. with the Conftdntinop. Rom. Emp. Athelftan. 217 

^ 60. Hereupon Analaf the Son of Siflric fled into Ireland, and Godefrid his Bro- 5 e£t IO. 

ther into Scotland , whom followed Ihortly after Ambafladoursfrom the King, both 
to Confta-itine King of the Scots, and Eugenzus King of the Humbrzans, demand- 
He invades j ng t i le Fugitive to be given up, or denouncing a fpeedy War.upon refulal. And 

Scotland. as ot hers fay, a War indeed he made, palling into Scotland with great Powers 

both by Sea and Land, where he drove his Enemies before him by Land as far as ?• 

Dunfeodor and Werlermore , and by Sea as far as unto Catbtefs. Rut Malmesbury . * 

affirms, that hot daring at all to difpleafe him, without fail they came to a place 

called Dacor (or Dacre in Cumberland ) where each delivered up himfelf. and all 

his into the hands of the Englzjb King, who was Godfather, to the Son of Con- 

flantine , now ordered to be Baptized in.Teftimony of the Accord. But for all 

this Godefrid efcaped while they were preparing for the Journey, and with one 

Turf rid travelling into feveral Parts, at length got fome Men together, and laid 

Siege to Tor*, the Inhabitants of which they eflayed both by fair and foul means 

to let them in,but not prevailing they went, their w’ays,yet were both taken Ihortly 

after and ffiut up in a Grille,whence they efcaped by deluding their Keepers. Tur- 

frid, not long after was Shipwrecktat Sea,and became a prey to the Filbes. Gotfe/rid , 

endured ,much mifery both by Sea and Land,..and at lalf came in the .pofture 

of a fuppliant to the King’s Court, who kindly received rhinnr, but after he had 

been profulely Feafted for four days together, he got him again tochis Slups^ 

grew an old Pirate, as accullomed to the water as a verysFiffi,' in. the” Monk’s o- 

pinion. In the mean time Athelftan demolilhed a Caftle. iii Tork^ wJiichthe Danes 

had fortified, that therein they might no longer IhroUd themfelyes. And the large- 

Booty found in it he divided man by man amongft his Sbuldiers.. - 

61. But a great tempeft began to gather againft him in the North-wettern Parts, 
where Conftantine the King of the Scots exafperated by. the late Invafion joined 
island in- with * Aualaf the Son of Sithric (others but more unprobably will have him +Jh . . - 
va*d by the noC t hi s Son, but another of his Name who was King of Ireland , arid the Ifles contra fjuem 
Kng ' adjacent) and drew in Eugenzus the King of Cumberland, wi,th' gteat Forces .from 
feveral Nations to their Affillence. After, preparations oGfcme four-years they 
invade England by the River Humber , and pals up the Country to a place called Regis Nor. 
f Brunanburg or Bruneford , which Cambden placeth in Glendale oiNorthumberland^ 
on the Scotch Bordersj Athelftan onpurpofe giving way, tor obtain Ibme better^ & c :J is 
advantage againft them, as fome write , or , as- others,, they being fearfull to efl Anaifhus. 
Grapple with him. Analaf perceiving with whom he had to doe, pute. off his 
Royal Enfigns, and becomes a Spye in the habit of a Mulician, attending with In . u! pjf Brun ^ 
an Harp in his hand at Athelftan s Tent, to whichjnftrument Singing, he was ea -f 0 fdtn Nor- 
lily admitted to the King’s prefence as one who got his living by that courfe of t ^f llrria - 
life. There he made them merry till fuch time as having eaten and drank fuffi- 
ciently they began to debate ferioufly about the work they had in hand, and he all theiredi.up-; 
the while made what Obfervations he could, till then he received his wages, l ^^ r ^ ine ' 
and was put out of the Tent. The Money fcorning to carry with him, he^^j£ 
hid into the Earth, of which a certain Souldier took, notice who had formerly theimerdo 
ferved him, and thereby coming to know him, after he was gone acquainted the f 
King. The King blamed him for not giving timely notice, which the Souldier ex- ridge appsUa- 
cufed as having formerly taken in Analaf s Service the Military Oath, affirming tur. 
that had he betrayed Analaf he himfelf to whom now he was in the fame Rela¬ 
tion could have expected no more fidelity; but he advifed Athelftan to remove 
his Tent into another place. This Advice was lookt upon as very good,, and how 
feafonable it was very Ihortly appeared. A certain Biihop coming to the Camp 
this night in that very place, as being plealantly fituated, pitched his Tent. Him 
Anahf\ with a defign to dellroy the King, fell upon, being ignorant of what had 
palled, and eafily killed him with all his Followers. 

61. Ingulphus (who is more to be credited than any other Hiftorian in this matter) 
writes,that Anlaf though he had brought with him an infinite multitude of Danesftdor- 
■voegzans,Scots and P/fih,yet either out of diffidence or the craft familiar to his Nation, 
chofe rather by night to furprize his Enemy,than fairly give him Battel in the open 
Field and by daylight. He fell fuddenly upon the E^gli/h,and killed the Biihop who 
was come but that night to the Camp,which caufing a great tumult and noife, the 
King though aMile offiand his whole Army took theAllarm,and putting themfelves 
into fuch order as the furprize would give leave, by break of Day came up to the place 
of the llaughter, where they found the Invaders tired,and difordered by their late 
travel,and tor want of lleep. It happened that Athelftan in perfon leading all the 
Weft Saxons, light upon Analaf himklf, and Turketul his Kinfmanand Chancellour, 
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Se<St. I o. who had the Conduct of the Londoners , and ail the Mercians, upon Conftantine the 
* Scotijh Ring. Their Miflile weapons being quickly fpent, they came to h^nd- 
whencea ftrokes, to fight it out with Sword and Buckler. Many poor Mortals there loft 
enfucd. Battel their lives ; the Carkafles of mean perfons lay confufedly together with the (lain 
Bodies of Kings, Death making no diftindtion. The difpute continuing long and 
moft violent,by reafoil that the multitude of Barbarians was fo great, turketul took 
with him feme few Londoners whom he knew to be moft valiant, and a Centurion 
of the Wiccii called Singin, one of approved valour, and with them, being tal¬ 
ler than the reft, of folid and fubftantial Limbs, and ftrongeft fet amongft all thofe 
London Heroes, he ruflied into the throng of his Enemies, and laying ftoutly a- 
bout him hewed down Ranks of Men both on the right hand and on the left. 

He palled through the heaps of Orcadians and Pitts, bearing a wood of Darts and 
Arrows on his Breaft-plate, and falling upon the crouds of Cumbrians and Scots, at 
length reached Conftantine himfelf, whom he demounted and would have takea 
alive', but the Scots were fo concerned for their Ring that they made a very lharp 
Gonfikft about him, and many of them prefiing upon ar few Engiijb , efpeeially 
aiming ar Turketd he began to repent of his rafhnefs, feeing no means of efca- 
ping or getting-off his Frifoner, when fuddenly Singin the Centurion killed Con¬ 
ftantine, who Being once {lain the Scots were difcouraged and retired, and the 
report- fitying about the Army, Analaf and all his Followers ran away, after an un¬ 
heard-of number of Pagans was fain in the place. 

63. So 1 much- Ugulphus relates concerning this Turketul the Chancellour, who 
was aftetvhtrd Abbal dfCroylattd , and Predeceflour in the government of that 
Monaftery, where he left the memorial of his Secular Employment. All Au- 
thours agree that this was a moft bloudy Battel, nay the bloudieft fay fome that 

ever this fftandfaw. - Ingulf tells us, that befides Conftantine five other Rings were Cccidmmtji. 
therein flairi, twelve Earls, and an infinite number of tire inferiour fort The Sax- quidtmin m 
on Annals i^ftrahgeiy perplex on this fubje<ft) fpeak of five Kings in all, and fe- % xlio . Con - 
ven oiAmlafy principal Commanders, of Freda a Norman, and feem to hint yscmrumae* 
that Conftantine -efcaped home, but loft his Son in the Battel: that fome of King old Reges »u. 
Edward’s Old ( 9 ouldiers were- here loft* but on the other fide great multitudes ; 
whidr done the reft ffedto their Ships, particularly Analaf to Dublin, with a final! decim^Bm- 
remainder of his great Army. Malmesbury adds this circumftance, that the Bat- Varies popuh. 
tel iVas fought ftom Morning to Night, agrees with Ingulf that Conftantine wa9 rum 
- ; {lain, withifive other Kings, and twelve Earls. The King’s lofs feemed fo incon- 
. fiderable in comparifon of what his Enemies luftained, that our Writers mention 
Vi-' ■ few particulars, yet here fell hjs two Kinfmen, Elwin and Athelftan, whom he 
caufed to be Buried at Malmesbury. Whatever his lofs was of Men, his gain of 
Reputation by this Vi&ory was very great, as is evident from what Ingulphus hath 
Which pro- obferved for us. For the notice of it Hying throughout all Chriftendom, all Kings 
cure* great defired to have him their Friend, and on any terms to make an Alliance with him. 
the P ifinz 0n t0 Henry the Emperour fent Amballadours to defire one of his Sifters in Marriage 
Being' cour- f° r his Sdn Otho. Hugh alfo the King of the Franks (fo he terms him]) requefted 
ted by all Prin- another for his Son. And Ludovicus Prince of Aquitain begged the like favour for 
AUiance. hlS his own perfon. So many and fo great and Royal Prefents they brought along 
with them as never had been formerly feen by the Englifh Nation. 

64. “ Befides rich Perfumes, Gems, Horfes for the Courfe with golden Fur- 
“ niture, VefielsofOnyx, and other rare and moft pretious things, a piece of the 
“ Crofs of Chrift, and of his Crown of Thorns, both fet in Chryftal j the Sword 
“ of Conftantine the Great, on the Hilt of which inclofed with Mafly pieces of 
“ Gold was fet one of the four Nails which fattened our Saviour to the Crofs ; 

“ the Banner of Mauricius the Martyr, with the Launce of Charles the Great of 

Which he “ nofmall efteem amongft the Franks. King Athelftan was pleafed with theft 
confent* to. Prefents; readily fent his Sifters as was defired , under Condudt of fe- 
veral of his greateft Courtiers , the chief of whom was turketul , whom 
he efpeeially employed in this affair, in refpedt he was his firft and his chiefeft 
Chancellour, moft prudent and trufty of all he had, and for that he was near a- 
kin to the Ladies. With the Chancellour go the four Virago’s to the Sea j if we 
look at Chaftity, fupqriour to Diana, and if we regard beauty, more fair than Qua cafitatit 
Helena, faith our Authour. By the Dukes, Earls and all other of the Englijh No- hmore Dia - 
bility many rich Prefents of Jewels and Bracelets are made them. At length leaving TmJ&cor- 
England, they fail over the Sea with a profperous Gale, and up the Rhine they prali pul- ^ 
pals as far as Colein. The two Elder Sifters are put into the hands of the Empe- c JfomHe”endn> 
tom Henry, whereof tne Eldefthe beftoweson his own Son Otho • and the other 

upon 
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upon a great Prince of his Court. Hugh the King of the Franks took the Third Sc 6 t io. 
Marrying his Sifter for liis Son ; and Ludovicus Prince of Aquitain Married the Fourth, the 
Siftersaccor- Y oungeft of all, and the moft Beautifull. turketul the Chancellour then having 
“ y ‘ difpatchcd the Affairs of his Embaffy, returned home, loaded with great Giits, 
as were his Followers; who to the meaneft Boy were highly Prefentcd. 

65. The Renown of Athelftan being fo great abroad nothing could withftand 
him at home, where prefently after liis fuccefs in the North, and his having re¬ 
duced the Scots and Pitts to obedience, with his Brother Edmund he invaded 
He invade* Wales, and with much more eaft brought LudwdKmg thereof into Subjection. 

y u f lva i i s by others called Hunwal, Huival or Houil, no Name having 
more various reading, and is thought to have been the fame with Howel Dha, or the 
Good, the Son of Codel and that Great King of the Welfb, fo famous for the Laws he 
made to Govern liis Subjects. Perceiving them out of all order for want of Laws, Leges Hoeli 
he fummoned together out of every Kemul or Hundred of his Kingdom, beta Lay- Dba'iBoni.) 
men that were eminent for Authority and Knowledge, as alfo all Ecclefiafticks, ^ 

that by reafon of their Authority bore * Staves, or had Staves born before them ,tmWaM* <? 
afwell Archbilhops, Bifhops, as Abbats and Priors to a place called GAn upon feMusru- 
Taffyn dead, an Houfe lie had caufed to be built of white or pilled Rods for his Jg? j 
ufe when became to Hunt in the Parts of Demetia, whereupon it was called by Spiman in 
the Name of Ty Guyn. There the King and they continued all the Lent, Falling 
and Praying for a good iffue of their meeting according to what he had defigned.Vj* owe: 
Of thofe that now met he chofe twelve of the Laity, and a very Learned Clerk Ecdefmfticce 
called Blangondus to make a draught and preparative for their bufinefs which hej«“ fe 
would have divided into three parts. Of which the firft lhould be the Law of 
liis dayly Court, the fecond the Law of his Countrey, the third the Practice 
of both. For this purpofe three Books he ordered to be made, one to 
follow his dayly Court, a fecond for the Court, of Dinewr, and a third for that 
of Aberfran , or any of the three Parts of Cambria, viz. Guenet, Powis and De- 
henbarth, which lhould for every matter in hand have the Authority of a Law. 

Cambden will have this Affembly held in the Year DCCCCXIV. a certain Manu- 
feript written long agoe, about the Year DCCCCXXVI. the Hiftory of Wales, 
after or about the Year DCCCCXL. fo great is the difagreement of Writers, 
which feems to hint that three federal Affemblies were held, if fo long the Reign 
of tliis Howel continued. Seme affirm he was not King till about the Year 
DCCCCXL. and Reigned not beyond DCCCCLXVI 1 I. But the Book of Landaff 
makes him later, the Contemporary of King Edgar who began not his Reign 
till the Year DCCCCL 1 X: or thereabouts, in the Hiftory of whom we lhallhave 
another fpecial cccafion to make mention of this Howel. 

66. To return to Athelftan. He caufed all the Petty Kings of Wales, afwell 
Making How- as jy 0 $ e l their principal (if now he Reigned) to give him a Meeting at Here- 
ther'petty 0 ” ford, where under the Name of a Tribute he impofed on them a yearly Payment 
King* pay him of twenty Pounds of Gold, three hundred of Silver, of Beeves twenty five thou- 
Tribute. f anc j } w ith as many Hounds and Hawks as he lhould demand. Moreover becaufe 
in the Weftern Borders toward Cornwall the Britains and Englijh dwelt confufedly 
together, which bred Quarrels, and many times drew the a tfedition of the Englijh 
from their Prince, he expelled all the Corttifh Britains out of Exeter (which he 
ftrongly fortified) and other Parts of Devonfhire, though there they had former¬ 
ly dwelt in equal Right with the Englijh, as we have formerly hinted, that the 
Britains were wont to dwell in feme other places, efpeeially till the great Ditch 
of reparation made by the Mercians. To their County of Cornwall he fixed 
certain Limits, dividing it from Devonfhire with the River Tamara, as -ie boun¬ 
ded the other Northern Britains with the River Vaga, or the Wey. Thus dreaded 
at home and feared abroad he lived in repofe for lo much as we know iorthree 
years, and. then left the World in great Glory (whatever the Scotch Writers 
pretend) no way eclipfed except it were by the Death of his Brother Edmn, 
which fome report he willingly made away as one who by his legitimate Birth¬ 
right would endanger that to which Pofieflion gave him the greateft Right. The 
ftory is this. Elf red as we have already faid, confpired to prevent the promo- 
An account of tion of Athelftan by putting out his Eyes, and many Complices doubtlels ne had mona j^ 
EJwin-l her who gave their Names to the Enterprize. There were not wanting Sycophants 
OeatT to accufe Edwin of the Plot, as being the next Heir to the Crown(at leaft)the El- 
deft Son of King Edward’s fecond Wife,for whofelake the Treafon was firft hatched. 

A Crown is commonly lined with Jealoufie and Sufpicion, and the apprehen- 
fion of a Rival ufually overpowers all obligations both of Fiiendimp and Nature. 
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Sc< 5 t I o Edwin both by word of mouth and by meflengers, by Oaths and Imprecations 
* protefted his Innocence. But this would not prevail againft the Whifpers of 
Parafites who affirmed, that being driven into baniffiment, he would be com- 
miferated by foreign Princes, and ftill more indanger the King. Therefore is fuch 
a courfe found out,as under the Notion of Banilhment,may lend him away to his 
long home. A Ihip rotten of it felf, and not able to endure the violence of the 
Waves is found out, to the Government of which no mariners are appointed, 
onely he himfelf and his Page ( or Armour-bearer ) put therein. For fometime 
they weathered out at Sea, till the young Prince brought up tenderly, and not 
ufed to hardffiip being weary of his life, caft himfelf headlong, and fo periffied in 
the Ocean. His Servant better advifed was contented to live, and making ufe of 
better fortune, landed with his Mailer’s Boy at a place called Whitfand', not far 
from Dover. 

67. The fa£t was not long committed before Athelftan’s Repentance began to 
follow, which he is faid by a feven years penance to have teftified to the World, 
as bythePunillinientof him who was the principal Inftrument in the lateTrage- 
wwchis pu- dy, andwhifpered jealoufie into his Ears. This was his Cup-bearer, who upon 
that rfYhe* occafion being to prefent a cup of drink to him, one of his Feet dipt, but by the 
Contrivers, nimblenefs of the other recovering himfelf, he offered thefe words: Thus one Bro¬ 
ther help another. The King hearing them, and fadly calling to mind how little 
he himfelf had helped his Brother, opprefled by the Calumnies of this parafite, 
caufed him to be put to death. This is the tale told by Malmesbury , and by 
Matthew the Flowergatherer who delivers it ( as many other grand Improbabili¬ 
ties } for a truth, whereas the former tells it as a ltory of which he himfelf doub- 
teth. But Buchanan the Scotch Writer runs away with it as a certain truth, joy- 
ningit with more of the fame credit, viz. that he was the Murtherer of his Bro¬ 
ther Edred alfo, and was vilely fufpe&ed to have by his contrivance brought his 
Father himfelf to a violent death, forafmuch as Writers give him the Title of 
Edward the Martyr. The very mentioning of thefe brings the other into fufpicion ; 
for that Edred furvived andfucceeded Athelftan next but one in the Kingdom is 
jfufficiently known, and the other fufpicion lliews the Writer both ignorant and 
malitious. For who but a mere llranger to Englijh Hiftory, can imagine Edward 
the Martyr the fame with Edward the Elder, the Father of Atheljtan > If one 
consider his extraordinary kindnefs to, and care for all the reft of his Brothers and 
Sifters, this will ftill feem more improbable; for whofe fake as fome will believe 
he abftained even from Marriage, making them his Companions in the Kingdom. 

His mercifulnefs to his very Enemies, is taken notice of by Writers who gene- 
* rally incline to quit him from this charge of murthering liis Brother, as groun¬ 
ded rather upon uncertain fame and rude fongs, than upon certain or approved 
Hiftory. Even fuch as believe him Authour of the Fa<ft acquit him frbm the 
Crime, by affirming Edwin to have pra&ifed-Treafon againft his Perfcn. 
jo Athelftan <jg. Athelftan being dead, after he had reigned fixteen years, though the Annals 
nund?* Ed ~ S lve him ^ fourteen years and ten weeks. Eadrnmd his Brother a youth of 

eighteen years of Age, fucceeded him in the thirty fecond year of Conftantine the Buj)$a pipe 
Eighth ftrnamed Porphyrogenitus Emperour of Conftantinople , the fifth of Otho the Lijopacep 
Who invades G reat Emperour of the Weft, A. D. DCCCCXL. In courage he was no way infe- jj*l ~ in& * 
rc,a ‘ riour to his Brother. In the fecond year of his Reign he invaded Mercia , which snoemxa- 
was generally held then by the Danes, and putting them out of Power, took h am r piice 
from them fives Cities, viz. Leicejter, Lincoln, Notingham , Stanford and Darby, granpop& 
where it feems they had been plac’d by KmgEdward, but at this time it was not eac eeora- 
thought convenient that they Ihould continue* For from what Simeon of Durham by. 
relates it ihould appear that he had matter of Jealoufie and provocation from the 
Danes , inhabiting Northumberland, the King whereof Anlaf from fork, wafted ‘ j a . 

all Southward as far as Northampton , but was met and ftoptby King Edmund at cymn^e 

Leicefier. Here Peace was made betwixt them by the Intervention of two Arch- pulpih- 

bifhops, Odo and Wulftan , which was ennobled by the converfion of Anlaf, to C e. *j Ey 
whom as the Annals witnefs Edmund was Godfather the fame year, who alfo ylcan gea- 
a little after received Eegenlad, another King from the Hands of the Bilhop at P e > j' 1 h 
Confirmation: moreover it is faid, that their Territories were bounded North and j a 
Subdues An- South by Watlingftreet. Who this Anlaf Ihould be is fomething uncertain, whe- ^ £ 
Nmhumbn- ther him fp olien °f much heretofore or another. Huntingdon will have him, R eg C ft0 ] W 
land to his * another, not that Anlaf who died this very year. But the Annals are rather to cymnge 
Dominions, be credited, which two years after call this Anlaf (now firftof all ) the Son biyceojrer 
of Sithric, relating that Edmund now drove both him and Regenald the Son of hanba, 

Guthferd 


Contcmp. with the Confiantmp. Kom. Bmp. 


Karaites Cum¬ 
berland, and 
gives it Wlal- 
colm King of 
Scotland. 


Being a (lifted 
by Leoline 
Prince of 
Wales. 


Edmund is 
ftabb’d at 
PtichJeChuTch 
in Gloceftcr- 


Are a Rifted 
by Wulftan 
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lorl 


Guthferd out of thrtbmierUmd which he fubdued, end forced to fubmit to 

D °^ in The veer that followed King UmmU hetalTed Cumberland, and gave it 
™/ T K,1, 7 ?m/T on fondition toaffift him in his Wars both by Sea 
to Makolm mng° f „ thfueh’ much diftreffed and difthrbed by their Neighbours, 

Stme^wt db S ,t^o"y ft iU call themftlves, although the Re- 

tQ JiT ^wn" Confidence • ztoo ^nmrous atf cuthhn o^d a ftrange Accident 
and his own Confidence, w fo c h followed this Alteration^ Cumber- 

ground, me x usx expert ^ D thruft it into the Bread of the Ring as 

yenged, but pulling out a fliort Dagger tor ^ ^ woundedjand 

that 1 e’er P the Company could turn or imagine what the matter meant, but when it 
was perceived they flew upon the Murtherer, and cut him in pieces, who yet 
Uke a fSs wild Beaft at a Bay laid about him, and e’er he was killed, 
wounded fome of his Affiailants To this ^ ^ 

tbe eleventh of Otho the Great, and the DCCGCXLV 1 . year 01 our L.ora. 

revoking by the prSes of its petty Princes, and he fo ordered his matters by 
the Reputation hereby attarn^ that Jieever 

unfeithfbl* nowalfo{hewed* the ficldenefsbe C rKalicd Tim&zv' 
of here talks ftill of Anlaf, as that he ihould once a,a r ' 

n Rds f%t f “hu& 

^hnft wlLm^rwi’enued'K^r/jawieriW, and ^ftc^abouT ™»l!^ 

Mimed Eric fell upon his Rere in his Retreat, which ingaged him toi taceaoout, pole., 
purfuing Enemy; which *>*«£*** 
that dreadins again to prove what they had already fufficiently expenencea, 
they caft off Em, killed Amanc the Son of Anlaf, and w.th grrat P refencappm- 
fing Edred again, fubmitted to his Government, and quitting the AdmmUtranon 
nf their oettv Kings, were thenceforth Ruled by Earls, of which one OJuiJ js re 
ported tobe^the fnft. Such is the account we have of this expedition in general, 
the onely particular of confequence is, that Wulftan the Archbiihop of^^led, 
at leafl connived, as MalmeJurywords k, with his Compatriots; m the *^Revolt 

for which he wa committed to Prifon, where having continued a confiderable 

^e'et^yearfaith^) 

r P Se h cS, a t tfSentfyt&cr of h^Age wh h h , 6 „. 
Reigned fome nine years and an half, and was buried in the Cathedral Churcti^t 
Wimhefler. 
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Sect. io. 7 !• By this time Edivi, or Eadwig ( as the Annals call him ) the eldeft Son of Eadpic-3 j 
’Edmund, was advancing to Man’s eftate, and therefore now upon his Uncle’s death Ea&J’> 5 * 
made was admitted King, and crowned at Kinzfion, in the forty feventh year of Con- 
" ,g ‘ ft ant inns Porphyrogenttus^ lb often mentioned as contemporary, as alfo the twenti- 

of Otho the Great, in theDCCCCLV. year of our Lord. He was about fourteen 
years of Age, of Beauty, much above the ordinary comelineis of Men, which got 
him the Sirname of Fancalus or altogether Fair ,• which Youth and Beauty expo- 
toi Wear™ ^ J lim to die Arts and Allurements of bad people. He is generally ill Ipolien 
c ‘ of, though by fome his addons are not reprefented with that difadvantage, 
which particular prejudice in other writers may feem a little to have procured. 

By them he is reported to have given extraordinary offence by his inordinate plea- 
fure oil the very day of his Coronation. There was in his Court a Lady nearly 
allied to him, who had a Daughter far exceeding her felf in Beauty, though Ihe 
was very handfome, called by the name of Algina. Mother and Daughter, by 4 

their unchafte deportment, had foinfinuated themfelves into his favour, that nei¬ 
ther he could be quiet, nor any publick bufinefs be difpatched without them. 

The defign of the Mother was he ftiould marry her Daughter, yet is Ihe faid to 
have had as vehement a defire to partake of their luffs, which fhe often did, he 
being wont ffiamelefly to imbrace the one in the others prefence. The Ceremony 
of the Coronation being over, the Feaft was prepared, or elfe they fell into a fe- 
rious confultation about publick matters. But the King quits the place, and with¬ 
out any regard to fo venerable an Aflembly as confifted of his Prelates and No¬ 
bles, flung away into the chamber of thefe women, where he caff: himfelf upon 
a bed betwixt them. The Lords hereat exceedingly fretted, as they had realon, 
and confulted how to reduce the Youth into their company. This was undertaken 
by Dunftan , Abbat of Glaftenbury, and Kinfi Bifliop of Lichfield , who was rela¬ 
ted to the King, and therefore chofen as one whofe authority would fway the 
more with him. They enter the Chamber and find him in that indecent pofture; 

Dunftan rebukes the women, and gently reprehends the King, praying him by 
his abfence, not to put fo great an affront upon his Nobility. He fumes, they 
taunt and feoff, but Dunftan takes him by the hand, pulls him from them, fets 
the Crown upon his Head, which he had caff afide, and brings him,back into the 
Affcmbly. j,_ 

7z. The women hereat enraged to all degrees of malice and revenge, vowed to 
procure the ruine of Dunftan , which they fo far profecuted, that the King caufed 
ward^MonAs, t ^ lc We£ ddi °f hi s Monaftery to be feized, and banifhed him into Flanders, nay 
efpecijiiy ’ fo great an averfion he conceived againft men of his Profeffion, that miferable 
Glaftenb n Nvas ^ 1C e ^- ate °f Monks at that time, as William the Monk of Malmesbury af- 
aJett “ u ‘ firms,* who complains that his Monaftery, which for two hundred and feventy 
years had been Inhabited by Monks, was now made a Stable of Clerks, forfohe 
terms it. He and the Aurhourof Dunffans Life, and this Monk are they who tell 
this ftory with fuch tart reflexions upon his Perfon, which others not fo much 
concerned for the Monaftical life, relate more indifferently. However he was a 
Child, and fo apt to be feduced, by the pleafing allurements of women, and the 
is e xommu conce * t R°3’ a l Authority, which he lookt upon as uncontrollable. But Odo 
ni'3red° mmU " die Archbifliop, is faid to have excommunicated and pronounced a Divorce be¬ 
twixt him and his Algina , and the People fo to have refented the affronts offered 
Part of hi* to Religious People, that the Mercians and Northumbrians revolted from him, and w c a 
fettinf *p w! ^ et U P * us 3 T ° un S er . Brother Edgar, leaving to him the Kingdom of the Weft Sax- monaft. 
younger Bro- 0f3S onely, the ancient Patrimony of his family. As for the two Ladies, Odo con- 
ther. tented not himfelf with exercifing his Spiritual Jurifdkftion in cutting them off as 

putrid Members from the Body of the Church, but by the Council and Afliffence 
of the Nobility, caufed by force, and againft the Kings will and pleafure, to be 
drawn out of the Court Algina the Daughter, becaufe ihe did moft harm to the 
His Miftreffes Bing, and being nearer to him in bloud, was inceftuoufly ufed by him as his 
punifhed Wile. But this feverity ended not here : they added marks of fcorn, defacing 
which he her Beauty by branding her Face with an hot Iron ,* and they lamed her by cutting . 
Lf$, ,cart the Sinews of her Hams, which done, they banifhed her into Ireland. Edwi ha¬ 
ving been King four ) ears, took thele difallers to heart, and died not long after, 

( fome fay two years he lived after his Excommunication j) and was buried in the 
new Monaftery at Winchefter . 

rjg.- y King of 73 * Edgar his Brother, a Youth of fixteen years of Age, by his Death became 
ail ’'England. King of all England, in the one and fiftieth year of the often mentioned Conftan- 
tine Forphyrogenitus, and the tw enty fourth of Otho the Great, A. D.DCCCCLIX 

N© 
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Nofooner was he advanced, but to ferve theIntereft of the Party tliat fet.him up, Sedt lb. 
Revokes his in an AfTembly held at Branford, he revoked all the unjuft decrees of ^ his Brother 
Predeceffours . care f or purfuins, taking and putting to aeath the Adultrefs of tdwi, and 
ca a ib s ’back St. for recalling Dunftan with gr<£t Glory, whom within' alittle time he promoted to 
Dunftan. the See of Canterbury. Concerning the Government ot Edgar, Malmesbury gives 
us this fhort account, that not any one year is mentwnedin the Chronicles, 
wherein he performed not fome great thing, and necefiary for the good of his 
Countrey. Yet fiiffered his Kingdom no violence,, either by domeftickTreacher} 
or outward Force, a ftory going, that St. Dunftan at his Birth was told by an An¬ 
gel, that Peace fhould flourdh in England fo long as this Boy Reigned, and, as he 
himfelf fhould live. That this Peace and Tranquillity W'as not obtained, by ne¬ 
glect and idlenefs, w'e may be fufliciently afliired from his vaft Naval prepara- 
Hit Naval t i 0 ns. He underftood and pra&ifed the true Intereft of liis Countrey, which was 
preparations. - ve La WS and to be Mafter at Sea. He was fo wife as to know preventing 
Phvfick to be the beft, better to hinder the Invafion of an Enemy, than fuffer 
hisown Kingdom to be the Seat of a War; which at beft 

and poverty ,and make the Conquerour a very great loofer by the ViOT)ry.He rig 
ged up fuch a Fleet as for number of Veflels, may feem merwlible. Every um- 
mer,faith Malmesbury, immediately after Baftarbs commanded his 
rv Shore to be brought into a Body. He Sailed ufually with theEaftem Fleet, 
to the Weftern Part of thelfland ; and then fending it back with the Weftern un¬ 
to the Northern, and thence with the Northern he returned to the Eaftern, be¬ 
ing exceeding diligent to prevent-the incurfions of Pirates ; and Courageous for 
thl defence of hisrKingdom againft Foreigners, and the Trainingup of himfelf and 

confifted of one thoufind and uvohun 
dred 4 Shins and thefe alfo very ftout ones, fo that the number of all muft have 
amoun^ m tt«thou&nd a 7 d ft* hundred Sail 

Srree^fo^Fte? by wteh“«hen£Lwiftee^fed^ 

S! fo“ Sail^S mTy be fen In of 

and the Flowergatherer? To fuftain this charge, befides the private Contributions 
of his Subie&s fof which we lhall hereafter more conveniently fpeak ) he had 
Eieht petty Kings who being his Fiduciary Clients or Vaflals, were bound to 
him by Oath to be’ ready at his Command, and ferve him both by Sea and Land ; 
which 7 Oath they took at Chefter, where he had given them order to meet bm^s 
he Sailed about the North of Britain with a great Navy. Their Names are Ke 
ned or Kineld, King of the Scots, Malcolm of Cumberland ( who at this time it 
feems hath this Name,though as we faid the Cumbrians had thrown off that Title, 
“ken ttaother of Earls as more modeft) « of the Iflesvnd 1 five: of 
Wales the Names of whom were Dufval, Griffith , Hurnl , Jacob and Juaethtl. H 
thefe thSolctte at his Court at Chefter. to fet forth the Splendour and 
Gr^tnefs of his Dominion, he went one day into a Gaily, and caufed himfelf to 
be rowed by the petty Princes, he himfelf holding the Stem , and fleering die 
theRhrer Dee : Waited on by all his Dukes and Nobles in another 
Barge, te Sailed from the Monaftery of St?* Baftift '''hcreanOration being 

-a-HS. 

might bo^ themfelves Kings of EngUmJ, when by fo 

"f 

, g“ of verv many Idan^. Matthew of Weftn,i,,fter calls him Kmg 
And Malabo calh him an Archpttate 
bywWdhworda^Tbberisnot to be underft«,d; but gs Affi «£ and oth^^^o 
1-hat Aar ufe it one skilled in Sea affairs, or a Seaman fo called from Fir a, wnicn 
[n the lmweTonKUe figntfies Craft or Art, but afterward it came to be appli- 
Ti iA 0 fuch ^ without any juftice infeft the Seas. Not long after, the Go- 
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Sect, i o. that, though much pra&ifed, yet little underftood cuftome of calling and naming 
Crofs and Pile to this day. 

75. Another of the Kings and thole of Wales was Huual or Huwal , who 
though he be not placed the firft in order, yet if we follow the Account of lome 
Authours, mull have been the chief of them all, the Prince to whom all the reft 
performed obedience. The Book of Landaff bids us take notice that at the fame c 0 Jex Lmdi- 
time lived Edgar King of all Britain , Huwell Da and Margin Heu, which two yet ne»f,sj D i.x^ 
were the Subjects of King Edgar. At that time Morgan Heu obtained all Morganuc Q p 0 “f c spel f an > 
in peace and quietnefs, onely Huvoell Da endeavoured to take from him IJlradin onc ' Ml ^ 
ana Euwias. King Edgar having notice hereof, fummoned Hmvell Da, Morgan 

Heu and Heiveyn his Son to his Court, where in full Council he debated both their 
Titles, and it was plainly found that Huvoell Da had dealt ill with Morgan Heu and 
his Son Huweyn , and for this Reafon Huvoell was driven from the pofieflion of - .' 
thefe two Countries for ever without recovery. “ Afterward King Edgar gave 
“ and granted to Morgan Heu and his Son Huwejn thefe two Lands, viz. IJlradin 
“ and Eumhe by name, lying in the Billioprick of Landas , as his own Inheritance, 

“ and the aforefaid two pieces of Land to him and his Heirs, without the Cal um^ 

“ ny of any earthly man, he has confirmed by our common Aflent, and with 
“ the Teftimony of all Archbilhops, Bilhops, Abbats, Earls aiid Barons of all 
“ England and Wales. And curfed is he by our Lord the Father who feparates 
“ thele two 'pieces of Land from the Lordfhip of Morganuc , and the Parifh (Dio- 
“ cefe is meant} of Landaff ; and blefied be he of our Lord Jefus Chrift who 
“ obferves this, and by all Chriftian People henceforth for ever. Amen, More¬ 
over you muft know that the writing which on that day was made and written 
before King Edgar in full Council, was depofited in the Church of Landaff. 

Fare you well. Now this leems to be no other than the above mentioned Hoel 
Dha , in Latine called Hoelus Heelus, and fometimes Huual- one of thefe five Weljh 
Kings, whom Malmeslnry relates, together with Kunade King of the • Scots, Mal¬ 
colm King of the Cumbrians , and Maccufius the Arch Pirate, or rather Chief of the 
Seamen and Governour of the Seas, to have met him at the City of Chefler, and in 
way of Triumph to have rowed him on the River Dee, by fuch a Spedtade to 
Ihew him as Lord and Monarch both of the Britifh Earth and Ocean. This is 
that Hoivel Dha of whom we have already fpoken, whofe Laws faith Sir Henry 
Spelaean I underftand were Printed by one Salisbury a Welfhman forty years agoe, 
and difperfed among his Countreymen; but I never had the happinels to fee 
them. 

76. This Pomp ufed by Edgar in the Attendance of thefe eight petty Princes 
was, as fome write, but the Epilogue to a greater AEt of State. For this very 

year he was folemnly Crowned, having the fixteenth year of his Age, wherein he en ‘ 
was made King, omitted this Ceremony till he came to be thirty, out of penance 
for his former fins of Incontinence, as fome would have it, whereas upon his Brothers 
death he might have received the Enfigns ofMajefty e’er he came to be lo guilty 
is Crowned at of thefe youthfull Crimes. The Solemnity was performed with great fplendour 
Bath. in prefence of the Nobility, and a great confluence of all forts of Perfons, in the 

old City Ac mans ceflre, fay the Annals, otherwife called Bath, on the happy day On ^Sjepe 
of Pentecoft. But as for his youthfull extravagancy toward Women being that eal^San by- 
Murther laid alone wherewith he is charged as the blot of his life (for as for his cruelty which P *5 Ace- 
to hi* charge fome objected, of it we have no inftance, but one that follows} feveral Stories man r ce r- 
coun/'rff f r C ‘ are tQ W by the Monk of Malmesbury. Ordgar Duke of Devonjhire had a Daughter j C ~| e 
named Elfrida, famed for extraordinary Beauty , which caufed the King to be p Q p” e 
in love with her upon bare report. But to be certain he fent Earl Athelwold his £ 0 n nem- 
Secretary to fee her, rcfolving to Marry her if fee were found to be fo handlbme na>. -j cy- 
indeed. Athelwold made hafte and got a light of her, wherewith he was fo ga)> Pente- 
lmittcn, that he concealed his Meflage and refolved to obtain her for himfelf, coj-cener 
which being eafily done, he vilifies her to the King as a Woman very ordinary, &a? 5 - 
and fuch a Dwarf as would much unbefeem his Royal Bed. The King’s thoughts 
are hereby diverted upon other Obiedls; butatlaft the Earl’s Enemies bring all 
to light how he had deceived his Mailer; whom to inrage they omit no words 
to fet out, nay enhaunce the wonderfull Beauty of the Lady. The King conceals 
his Anger, and refolving by another Device to overreach him, tells him in a plea- 
lant manner on fuch a day he would fee his Wife, a Woman fo fair as ihe was ellee- 
med. He exceedingly ftruck with a thing fo unexpected, earneftly defires her to 
provide for his fafety, by putting on bad Clothes and deforming her felf by all 
other means imaginable. She had by this time perceived how for a King ihe had 

Married 
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Married art Earl, which raifed iirch Womaiiilh Pride, and Indignation in her, that Sedf. 10. 
againft the coming of Edgar, ihe drefles her. felf in the m'oft- amiable and tempting v^\rv 
manner Ihe could devifey Which had fuch effects upon him, that his Love being the 
more inflam’d by being fo' long defrauded of her, he appointed for a pretence; a 
. . day of Hunting in tlieFofeftcalled Ware well now Harewood For eft, and tliere flew 
Athelwold: Witfe’a'Darc. The Earls bafeSon coming when the thing was done, and 
looking upori his Father’sdeadBody, the King demanded'of him how he liked this 
Game- to. which heanfWer^d, That whatfoever pleafed the Kirig, ought not todiffleaft 
him * with .which mifcb Reply the King’s angry mind was- fo appeafed, that he 
ever after highly favoured 1 the Youth, and expiated the Grime committed upon 
theFather .by the great!, kindnefe he flfewed to. the-Sort. . Elfrida he fpeedily Mar¬ 
ried, wlao to make the ufual amende for Murdiers and other horrid Grimes commit¬ 
ted; built a Nunnery inr the place where her Husband wasflairi. 

He is fiefhly 77< Another thing islaidto his charge* -that he topic by force a Virgin .veiled 
s " m out of a Monaftery,) and' ufed 1 her as: his.j&jncubirie,- for which he was fo lharply 
reproved by SLDmflah, andlaidit’ fo mud* io heart, that he. willingly underwent 
st Pena'nee of feven years. continuance,. ^. Faffing, amt the want of his Corona¬ 
tion. But it feems he could not abftain from all forts of* flelb. Coming on a time 
to Andover a Town- not for from Wincbefttr, he would haye the enjoyment of a 
certain Duke’s Daughter mucli fpoken pf for her Beauty, , and commanded her to 
be brought to his Bedj/ The Mother of- the Virgin pot daring flatly to deny, yet 
abhorring to: be a Baud td her own Daughter, refolved'to deceive'him by the 
darknefs of the Night,', and' fent . a Waiting: Maid-fee had in her room, one that 
was handfome enough;- and hot unwitty, as Ihe made it appear. When it was 
Mdrmiigfed offered to rife* and he demanding of her why lire made fuch; hafte? 

She replyed; that! lhe mUft upland doe the work her Lady had fet, her. The King 
Wondering what feomeaht,' as riot'ihaving. doubted but that fee was the Duke’s 
Daughter, fee befought : him-.to fet her; free from the Service of her Miftrefs as a 
Rewarftfor her defloufed Virginity t .a Boon his Majefty could not deny her. He 
for a time wavering ahd» hof knowing how he feould take it, at laft diflembled 
his Indignation, put off all-with a Jell , fet her free from her Miftrefs, and carry¬ 
ing her away with him, ufed her with all kindnefs, ahd onely kept himfelf to her 
till fuch timb as lie marrtsA Elfrida. Thefe were the Vices of Edgar, of which 
more noife had been blade by the Monks, but that he built fo many MonafterieS; 

(every year one it’s laid} that they could fcarcely think any illof one fo devoted 
to their courfe of life; .one perhaps as great a lover of Chaftity as Solitariness, in 
another Perfon. But it's 1 certain England flourilhed mightily under him, being a 
man fo anfwering the Epithet’e given by Homer to a King, That not onely from 
cruel Enemies hut Savage Beafls he fecured his People , laying a yearly Tribute of 
Exa£b a Tri- three hundred Wolves upon Ludwal King of Wales , which when he had paid three 
frcm°SS S years togethe#, in the fourth he gave over, profefling there were no more to be lAAmeslur. 
King of mies. found. ; 

78. What his Employment was in Summer we have already feen. In Winter 
Takes care and theSpringiie ufually rode a kind of Circuit to adminifter Jufticeto the People, 
adminiftred 6 and take care that his Officers did the like. A low man he was and flender, but 
of fuch Courage and fo ftrongmade, that he would provoke the moft robuft lie 
could hear of to graple with him, difdaining tliey feould at all fpare him out of 
His Courage re fpe&: to his perfon. It happened on a time, that Kened King of the Scots was at 
and Strength. t0 w ho m , as Matthew of Weftminfler relates, he gave rich Prefents 

with the whole Countrey of Lothian , on condition that he apd his Succeflours at 
high Feftivals feould come and attend on the EngliJh Kmg when he late Crowned; 
moreover many Lodging-places he affigned him by the way, which to eafe them 
in their Journey were till the time of Henry the Second ftill held by thefe Kings 
of Scotland. This Kened as he fate one day Feafting, laid jeftingly to thofe a- 
bout him; That it was a Jlrange thing that fo many Provinces fhould obey fuch a lit* 
tie Contemptible wan. The words were brought to the King*s Ears. “ He fends for 
“ Kened as to confult upon fome important Affair, and carries him into a Wood, 

“ where none being prefent but they two, he delivers into his hand one of two 
“ Swords he had brought along with him. Now he tells him they were alone, 

“ and fo he had a good opportunity to try his ftrength. He was refolved it feould 
“ now be determined which of them ought to rule, and which to be Subje(ft, 

“ bidding him not ftir a foot but decide the Controverfle with him, for it was 
“ an ugly thihg-for a King to talk at a Feaft and not be forward at a Fray. Kened 
“ hereat exceedingly aballied, without replying, fell down at his Feet, and b^ged 

e g fcis 
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Sect. 16 . “ his pardon for what he had fpoken in jeft without any intended Reflexion, 

“ which he readily gave him. So great was his Courage and his Power theefledb 
thereof, that if a Charter of his be to be credited, he fubdued the greateft part of 
Ireland with the City of Dublin, and was Lord of all the Jfles as far as Norway u 
but of this no other Writer makes mention, arid inftead of a Warriour he is ufually chdrta as of 
ftiled Edgar the Peaceable. However fuch was his Fame that if he did riot-go to »fdu UmM 
Foreigners, they came to him out of Saxony, Flanders, Denmark it felfaild Other % s cient!^' 
places. Malmesbury obferves, that their coming over did much detriment to the •Uxoratis s? 
Natives, who from the Saxons received rudenefs andfiercenefs, Effemindtetiefs from introducendis 
thofeof Flanders, and Drunkennefs from the Danes, being before free from thefe p u Tspeimnn‘ 
Vices, as contented to defend their own with a natural and innocent Simplicity, Conc.p. 422. 
and not given to admire the Cuftoms arid Fafhions of other Nations. r . Hereupon 
the Monk tells us he is defervedly blamed in Story. But happy had itrbeen for 
England had his Succeflours by their deferved Fame and Reputation given fuch oc- 

Kc Dies. cal ion for Reprehenfion. He died when he had Reigned . about fixteCir years 
in the flower of his Age, and with him all the glory of the Etylijb Saxony 
nothing henceforth being to be heard of amongft them but -Death and 
Ruine. ‘ • 

79. He had by Egelfleda Sirnamed the /vwr, thfe Dauglrter of Ordmer apotent 
Duke (it’s uncertain whether his Wife or his Concubine} ;a Son Named Edward, 
by Wtlfrida another Concubine a Daughter Named Ediiha, which became a Nun 5 

His iflue. an d by Elfrtda the Daughter of Duke Qrdgar, Edmund, who dyed five years be¬ 
fore his Father, and another Son called Ethelrede. Elfrtda. outliving him made a 
great Fadtion, labouring earneftly that her Son fhould fucceed, by objecting Ille- 
gitimation to Edward. By the afliftence of Elfer Duke of the Mercians, Ihe 
wrought a great difturbance, which by means yet of Dunfian and Ofwald the two 
Archbifhops was compofed to the advantage of Edward, whom they maintained 
for Legitimate againft her Pretenfions, and fliewed it to be the late King’s Will 

Seds him that he lhould fucceed him. Edward then fucceeded his Father in the fifth year of 
Joannes Zimifes Emperour of Conftantinople, the third of Otho.t he younger Empe- 
rour of the Weft, A. D. DCCCCLXXV year of our Lord. Prefently after his 
promotion Comets appeared, which portended either the mifery of the Inhabi¬ 
tants, or the alteration of the Government For prefently followed barrennefs 
of the ground. Famine amongft Men, death of Cattel, ana an horrible Conten¬ 
tion betwixt Monks and Secular Priefts, which we are to relate in another place, 
here hinting this onely, that it put the whole Kingdom into a Combuftion. .As 
for Edward, he was fo extraordinarily Religious and mild by nature, that out of 
felf-denyal and for quietnefs fake, he let his Step-Mother order all things as ihe 
pleafed, giving her all refpebt as to his Mother, and foftering his young Brother 
with all love and tendernefs imaginable. She on the other tide from his kind- 
nefs and love, conceives greater and more implacable malice, and with the Sove¬ 
reignty Ihe already enjoyed was foill fatisfied, that ihe muft needs have the Title 
it lelf from him. Her purpofe fhe covers by notable dillimulation, till a conve¬ 
nient opportunity prelent it felf for the Execution. At length the poor Inno¬ 
cent Youth wearied with Hunting and fore vexed with Thirft, while his 
Companions followed the Game and minded not what became of him, hearing 
that her Houfe was near at hand, alone by himfelf rode thither, fearing nothing 
becaufeof his own Innocence, and imagining every one meant as.honeftly as he 
himfelf. , 

80. She receives him with wonderfull good words, and when (as it feemsj he 
who is ftab’d. re f u f ec | to light from his Horfe, caufed fome drink to be given, but when the Cup 

was at his Mouth one of her Servants privately before inltru&ed to ftab him with 
a Poniard. He exceedingly affrighted with fuch unexpe&ed kindnefs, put Spurs 
to his Horfe and fledasfaft as he could towards his Company, but the Wound 
being Mortal, fpent withlofsof bloudhefell to the ground, and having one 
foot in the Stirrop was dragged through by-ways and trac’d by his bloud by thole 
Ihe fent after him, who brought back the dead Body, and they buried it without 
Honour at Werham. Here they imagined they had buried his Memory as well as 
his Body, but the place of his Sepulture (it’s faid) grew famous for Miracles, , 
whereupon Duke Elfer that had an hand in his Death, interred it Royally at Shep - 
ton or Shaft,slury. Yet notwithftanding this amends, as he thought he had made, . 
did he die Ihortly after eaten up of Lice. Elfrida was fo convinced of her wick- 
ednels that from her Courtly and Delicate courfe of life Ihe betook her felt to a ve¬ 
ry fcverc Penance; wearing Haircloth, fleeping on the ground without a Pillow, 
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wroug^after^hif death,'^obtained the Sirname v° afterHfdl • • 

,Kht! ^Itabf further <4ich 

rnrfp r 'adle C as Mr Camhden affirms) in Dorfetjhire , in the Ifle ot Purbeck ,. 
CorfeCaJtle f as m . Heath, and (Foreft. like). m his time was for- 

tiiS Kind mo* slftsbo is alfo a Town in that 

cd by Ethelred. red Brother in the third > car of Bft ^ P j^GCCLXXiX. Malmes- 

SKwaas 

conclufion. -P° ^ u e ty infamous for his Cowardife and Idlenefc* and; 

becaufe he did not ^ His fluggilhncfs was predi&ed by Dunjlan^ovo. . r; ... 

miferable m refpejft Raotifm * focli a Story as is told of Conjlantinits Co - * A m demin- 

Jfis^bewTaymgthebontathisBaptiln ]x iU vvhichx^ film* 

pronymus Emperour of Confiantinople. \ct is notm a - " old, 

the Monk adds. 

a Rod at hand Ihe b ? t hint with Wax Can- 
tner 1 ..i 1 • was half dead which caufed in him fuch an aver-. 

ove1‘1e"mS S ft the Btglijh there is great difeourfe concerning thefe 
Sh 8 f About ,] K t j mc 0 f the Coronation which was folemnized at Kinffty one 
Midni^t^ldoud fometimesfhadlong^fti^a^ 

I 

fed again tire Maritime parts of Devnftre and Cormatt w& Vj,„ t . j 
cd three other VelHs arrived and very much mdamaged die Qoalts 

fee 

was fain to: purchafe his removal with an Hundred S- 

Bilhop asto put him intoanother Prophetical fit. . Hefent him word, th 

Gg 2 «- 
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Sedt.vLO.;; caufehfehad preferred Silver before Godhimfelf, Money before an Apoftle, and 
v^v-n- k Covetoufnefe before him j ^Calamities formerly related ftiould fpeedily come 
s - 1G Bl ihouldfirft be dead- And within two years he 

s died, his death being uihered in with ilrange Fevers upon Men, and Fluxes up- Fehres h ™~ 

on Cjattel. . r »um 0 /«« 

8 y Immediately followed thefe Mifcliiefs, which one left than a Prophet might 
forelee, the Danes having got a meafure of the prefent weak eftate of the Nation ^ tba ™ mi - 
^ aDd But they themfelves had at this SS^SS? 

time a Prince of a quite contrary Difpofition, one Suene or Suene-Otto ,, as Adam interaLrum 
Bremenfts calls him, the Son of Harald the Great, one fo undutifully active as to t ci p f eJi ' 
deprive h,s Father of his Kingdom. He made ufe of fome wlZ^W hS 
conlhamed to profefs Chriftian Religion, which now abjuring they renounced 
tiieir Fdith and Allegiance both together fetting up Suene againft his Father, and 
declaring War againft the old Man, who had therein the fortune to mifcarry, and. 

Sv-w? deprives SfS? ° f ? e ScIa ™. c *£ d Jamne there died of his Wounds. Suene now 

his Farfjwof** 2 .his fcather perfecutes Chnftians, and breaths revengeagainft the Sclav*; a- 
the Kingdom gamft whom making War he is twice taken Prifoner by them, and redeemed with 
ot the Danes, vaft Treafure. Afterthis Heric King ofthe^Ww takes occafion toquarrelwith 
But is after- ind in g a g ll1 g with him in feveral Sea Fights has the better of him, and at 

wards cured length outs him of his Kingdom which he quietly enjoys all his life. Thus iuftlv 
Ki»S‘? w " c rdcd /° 5 , h,s 1 , 10rrid Cr imes he wanders upand dpwnwithout relief. ThrJn 
tile oon or Haco then l^'ineeofthe Normans rejedfed him as a Pagan, and Ethelred 
Who; being ff, ,° n °* Edgar . ? 1 ® /1 caI, 1 s hil ? Adalr ead) remembring what mifchiefs the Danes 
repuifed eife- bad brought on this Jfland, with fcorn repells him. At length he is entertained 
terteinedhi* F ? eKin & of theSc0 * s > who taking companion of him gave him free Quarter 
f ? r f ° urtee ? y ea r s together. But fo inraged was he at the repulfe given him by 
King. the King of England, that ever after he made it his ftudy how to plague and afflia: 

the Countrey, fometime by his own peculiar Forces, and fometime by the affift- 
ence of others, as we fhall lee. How true this Story is we cannot afl'ert, the Af¬ 
fairs of the Northern Nations as to thofe times being involved in fo great obfeu- 
rity. However we thought it not amifs to relate it as fuiting with the Fortunes 
and Inclinations of this man, which proved fo great a Plague to this our Coun¬ 
trey that he feems to have been a< 5 fed by fome extraordinary paflion, whether of 
Revenge or Ambition or both together. 

84. Not Jong after the death of Dttnftan the Danes invaded the Maritime parts 
ot De-Oonjhtre , againft whom one Goda Lieutenant of that County, and Streme- 
mldz. molt valiant Souldier, made head and put them to flight, but died themfelves 
J Com . bat * For two years we hear no more of them, but in the third they 
lnfefted again the Eaftern Parts and fpoiled the Town of Jpfwich (then and long 
after called Gippfwicb from the River Gipping) their Leaders being one Juft in and ~ , . 

GttthmUnd the Son .of Steitan. They were oppofed by Brittnoth the molt valiant Ann. 991. 
Duke of the Eaft Saxons, who fought with them at Maldon, where a great Multi- 
The n -_ *“ de , °? k*! 1 fld « were fl ain, but the difadvantage fell to the Englijh by reafon of 
ViriingaJl parts the lots of their Captain. Now were all .Havens, all convenient places of Land- 
a:c bought off. ing hiled with the Danes who fwarmed in fuch Numbers into the Land, that it 
could hot be known where moft conveniently they might be met with. The rea- 
dielt courle, doubtlefs, liad been for the King to imitate his Father in manning out 
a flout fleet to fcour the Seas. But he was too lazy to follow his example, and 
a * generally the: humour of a Prince makes a ftrong impreftion upon the minds 
°r ! J r efpecially the Nobility and thole near about him, as he lay idle and 

ufdeis, fo they contracted a great Ruft j and relolved it was by the Advice of 
Strtcius the -Succeflour of Dunftan in the See of Canterbury, and of two Dukes 
Etheiivayd2.n0 Alfric , that thofe who could not be beaten with Iron ihould be 
bribed with Goldj of which ten thouland Pounds were given them on condition 
to quit the Countrey, and riO more infeft the Coaft. An Infamous Example (faith 
Malmesbury} and unworthy of men, to redeem their Liberty with Money, which 
ivo viofertCe can Wreft from an unconquer’d mind. 

. 85. This ft^pt their mouths for a year or thereabouts, but then their appetite 

mofte ex&fperated by what they had already tafted, being taught the way SimeonDuneU 
hoW fo come by more. They land again in the North, and fet upon Bebbanburh , rwLcxc 
now Bafnbirihb iti ancient Town in Northumberland, built by King Ida of which 
Ti-.ci rciurn: hhve formerly fpoken, which having taken they Plunder, and then directing 

mcfr-Codne fo tlie -Mouth of Humber^ they wafte the Countrey on both fides the 
RiVer, -Lindfey 'aQ& Tertjbire, burning all the Houfes, killing all the Men, Women 

and 
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and Children, and gather together vaft Booty. The Countrey Meh in an hafty Sedb. io* 
and dHcompofed manner made oppofttion,.but coming to fightjythree of their 
Leaders, Fran a, Frithegijl and Godmin being all of them Danes by the Fathers 
fide, betrayed them,, and procured; their defeat. At the fume time no lels trea¬ 
chery was pradtifed at Sea, not upon the account of Conlanguinityi feut Re¬ 
venge. It was now thought fit to Man out a Flejet to. intercept thofe Rovers 
before they could land, the Conduift whereof w'as committed to Alfric the Son of a dAtm%.i<s- 
Eljfer, Duke of Mercia • and another Nobleman called Toroid. This Alfric, the Edeiredi. 
King for fome offence had formerly Banilhed, but now recalled, yet the affront *“ 

laad fo inflamed him with malice, that being fent from London to furprize the Danes 
in fome place of difadvantage, over-night he gave them Intelligence, and then, 
fled to .them, as writes Florent of Worcejler, which his Fleet perceiving purfuetj 
him, and cook the Ship, wherein he fled, yet he by fome other convenience efca- 
E a Sa E nd from them, but. by chance falling upon the Ea & Angles they killed and. 
othir Parts, drowned many of them. But Huntingdon fays, that the Danes being forewarned 
by Alfric, not onely all efcaped, but afterward with greater number of Sljips fep'' 
ting upoathe King’s Navy killed many of the Londoners, and led away in triumph 

many of their Ships, together with the Confulj as. he calls him. . . 

8 6 L By. this time was Svoene King of Danemark arrived, who had brought: to his 
Stpcne with Affiftqn ce Anlaf (or as fome call him, Olaf the Son of Thrucco) King 'of JTonvey, 

^Norway and a F ^ eec nbie tallies entred the Thames. Qn the day of the Nativity Simeon Dwu 
n-,akes another of the Bleffed Virgin they fet upon London, endeavouring to break into and. Burn e un. a j, Ant j, 
invafion- it when it was fcarcely rebuilt, but the Citizens foftrenuoufiy behaved themfelves Dccccxcfr. 
that by the affiftence of God and the Virgin, as tlie Monks write, they forced 
them with great lofs to retire from tire Siege. • Exafperated by this repulfe, they 
invade EJfex and Kent, which they wafte With Fire and Sword, efpecially the $ea- 
coafts, and then pals into Sujfex and tlie Province of Southampton, where they 
burn the Villages, fpoil the Fields, and without refpc& to either Sex, rage with 
all cruelty againft Mankind and inrich themfelves with great plunder. At length 
they horfe.their Foot, and then through many Countries make their outrageous 
progrefs,. where they commit the fame violence fparing neither Sex nor Age. To 
put a flop to their march by any force no preparation was made , the flug- 
’Anlaf bought gifh King and his as drowzie Counfeilours implore again the aid of money, which 
off- by his Embafiadours he- offers to them, to. take them off from their furious courfes. 

The fumm agreed on was fixteen thouland pounds, in expedlation of which they 
retire ta their Ships and pafsto Southampton, where they winter. This being h 
time for Complements rather than Atftion, Anlaf t\m Norwegian King received Ho- 
ftages for his fafetyy and accepted of Ethelred's invitation to his Court which then 
was at Andover. Being royally entertained and adopted the King’s Son at Confir¬ 
mation (or Baptifrn) as alfo nobly prefented, he ingaged to depart the Land and 
moleft the Kingdom no more • and accordingly returning to his own Countrey he 
kept his word. * , 

87. This was no ill advice given to Ethelred, to take off"from Sivene fo pow-; 
erfull an Affiftent. But as Arms fignifie little abroad except there be good Council 
at home, fo in cafes of Hoftiiity, Invafions efpecially, Confultations without 
ftrokes will not avail to remove a warlike, unfaithfull and pertinacious Enemy. 

The influence of tlie late Tribute or Bribe operated but for three years, or fcarcely 
fo much, and then the Danes that had Wintred at Southampton and ftaid in Eng- 
o 1 h ft-r fetching a compafs about Weft Saxonj, entred the Mouth of theRiver Severn 

tieV^fed by where palling they wafted North Wales, Cornwall and Devonjhire, and burning 
the Danes, very many Towns killed multitudes of poor People, which done they fetcht ano-; 

ther compafs about Devonjhire and Cornwall\ where having atfted the fame Hoftili- 
ties at laft they came to Taveftock and there Wintred. The next year they failed Simeon Du- 
to the Mouth of the River. Frame, and wafted the greateft part of Dorfetjhire, 
which done they made many Incurfions into the Ifle of Wight, and thence often Dccccxcviii. 
returned into Dorfetjhire fo long as they continued in the Bland receiving Provi- ® c ' 
fions out of Sujfex and Hamfhire. The Englijh feveral times made Head againft 
them, but ftill as they were going to fight were hihdred either by treachery or 
fome other misfortune, and turned tail againft their Enemies. The year that 
followed they had the confidence ro come nearer to London, palling through the 
Mouth of Thames to the River Medway, up which they advance to Racbefter, and 
laid Siege to it: The Kentifh Men took the Alarm and.gave them a iharp En¬ 
counter, wherein many fell on both fides, but the Danes remained: Matters of 
the Field. Now they horfed their Foot, and fpoiled in a manner all the Weft 

tern 
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Stct TO tern Coaftof Kent) which things at laftrouzed Ethelred and hisCounfellours, fo 
v^-^-o'that they prepared both a Fleet and Land Army confiding molt of Foot. But 
King and Commanders being all alike, they delayed their march from day. to day, 
and opprelled the Countrey where they lodged. Neither the one nor the other 
Army, did anv thing at all tending to the publick good, but burthened die People, 
wafted the publick Treafure, and by their ridiculous and effeminate carriage 
more imboldened the Enemy to proceed, who the year following palling over in- M 
to Normandy , upon what account we know not, at their return did more mifchief 
rhan before, 

88 . Ring Ethelred and his Officers dare peep out when there is none left to 
hurt them,- and are grown fo valiant, that who is he that dare oppofe them. 

They not onely threaten the abfent Enemy, but go to feek fome out in Cumber¬ 
land, where and in the Ifle of Man the Danes of the old Handing, lived as quietly 
as did the Natives. Thefe unarmed People they fet upon, harals all the Countrey* 
with a Hand Army, the Fleet being ordered to fail about and meet them, which 
hindred by contrary winds, it could not doe but thofe that were therein fliipt, faw 
there was no danger of Foes id the JJle of Man , and therefore landed and overran 

Another iuva- But the Danes the next year returning out of Normandy, entred the Mouth of 
thC tlie River Exe > and Prefently laid fiege to Exeter, the wall of which they batte¬ 
red, refolving to ftorm it ; yet did the Inhabitants receive them fo warmly, that 
not liking their entertainment they thought fit to retire,and vent all their malice 
on the poor Countrey which wentfadly to wreck, having none but helplefs Peo¬ 
ple to defend it, which were murthered In great multitudes, after the lofs of their 
Goods and Houfes. At length thofe of Devonjhire and Somerfetfhire afiembled 
themfelves together, and made fome refiftence at a place called Penho, but being 
overpowered in Numbers were repelled with great daughter. This both iricou- 
raged and inraged the infolent Enemy, who now horfmg all his men, did grea¬ 
ter mifchief in Devonjhire than ever, and fo returned to his lhips, wherein he 
pafled to the Ifle of Wight , and fonjetimes in it, and other whiles in Hamfhire and 
Dorfetjhire , without any refiftence followed his ordinary courfe of Life, doing 
fuch Execution by the Sword againft Men, and by fire againft Villages, that he 
affrighted every thing called Englijb, from medling with him either at Sea or 
Land. The King good man, was not a little troubled,he and his People bemoaned 
one another with one Finger in the Eye, and another in the Mouth. 

89. At length they fhake their Pockets, where finding fomething ft ill rattle* 
they are again luddenly comforted, and a gay and effeminate Courtier called 
Leoff, by advice of the Nobility with great Vapours, but fitter to eat than fight, 
except in the Combats of Venus, is fent to offer to the Danes a bountifull Preient 
from the King who, brave Soul (they muft know ) did it out of his Munificence 

a third S ;mm not an y neceiiity that he or his had to court them. A third Tribute, for fo it 
chlfePca-e mull be called is accepted but the fumm inhaunc’d to twenty four thoufand Pound, 
anti the tie-’ which paid down, the Danes abftained till the next time from all Hoftility. The 
parcureot* the jyfcftgnger Leojf, while the bufmefs was tranfa&ing, bafely killed another Noble- 
Dm::s ‘ man as valiant as himfelf, one Eafic one of the King’s beft Officers, for which he 
underwent the pains of Banifhment. Ethelred having done fo great a work as to 
buy off his Enemy, in the ftrength' of Reputation gained thereby, refolves to 
make a new Alliance. He had formerly had a quarrel with Richard Duke of Nor¬ 
mandy, the firft of that Name about his entertaining and protecting certain dan¬ 
gerous Pcrfons that had fled the Kingdom, and it arofe to fo high terms, that 
Pope John the Fifth, whofe Letter is extant in Malmesbury's Hiftory, was fain to 
interpofe and diipatch his Legate into England, by whofe mediation the King was 
wrought to lend his Commifiioners to Roven, where a piece was happily conclu¬ 
ded. Now though we cannot fay, that she falling out of Lovers here, proved the 
renewing of Love, yet their falling out proved the occafion at length of Love- 
An Alliance matters. For: after about ten years the Wife of Ethelred being dead, he asked 
bet wist litlxl- and obtained the Daughter of Richard' in marriage, which having now gallantly 
rcd / r 4 ^ : h freed himfelf from all folicitudes, he had time and opportunity to foiemnize. A 
Kormand. 01 great Train of the chief of his Nobles is fent to fetch the Lady, more being found 
ready to goe upon this Crrand, than to fight againft the Danes, and into England 
they bring her with wonderfull magnificence. Her name was Emma called by the 
Englijb Elgina a. Lady of admirable beauty, whereupon fhe was ftyled the Flower 
and Pearl of;Normandy. Her Mothers name was Gunnor, defeended froman emi- 
bent DaniJhrEzmily^ and therefore did the King enter upon this great Defign, out 
of greater rcaibns of -State. For it w as hoped, that her intereft might be able 
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--to work upon the unrealbnable D„»«, and To &ve him both Wows 

00 Such was. the great Plot‘when he entred at firft upon the treaty ofmamage, 
the full advantage yefofwhich fte did not then thoroughly underftand. But having 
fully perceived fhe ftrength of his Alliancejhe fcorned now to buy a 
by his actions command one, and makethe Barbarians^pay dea ^/°^J 1 ^j n e . T. 

■ l^vaganciesthey htd committed within his Kingdom. One would now thmk^ he 
would rouze up Aiimfelf, take the Field, provide himfelf by Land, of ftout and 
cvoeriericed Souldiers, by Sea of skilfull Mariners fuch as knew; how anddurft 
cflSt fuch gallant Orders as he Ihould fend them. The Danes had by the Sword 
done Shmifchief; arid by the Sword;indeed he refolved they Ihould be pum- 
fhed they had broken many Leagues and Treaties, and it was no crime to deceive 
, SS f>Sver. .But tins muft be done, not in the Field bu% at, then private Houfes, 

AWoiidy Mif- _ , y - p a |j. Enemy but through fiirprife, not by a fightjbritjin^ Maflacre,Letters 

tSSZ in 

EngUwt. 1 r the ninth of ?«/» ii to fet upon them; end without nierfy to octroy them 
$ IXU ££fuch krt of SgufOAt they 

hatftieen admitted to inhabit quietly amongftwe^moS 

and barbaroufly murthered. No Sex or Age efcaped, ^Pmen wc^buttphp 

red as well as the men, /and. the Brains of .Children dalhedngainft the wans. At 

of*em fled into* 

of . that City, but fo fajered a place was no feeurity, for they were aft without 

pity murthered as they flood-by, and embraced Ae AlWft feme M^Sdmen 
Huntingdon informs us, that When he was a Child he heard tome very oldgwn 
who lived at that time, report that the King fent private Letters into every iy, 

. wherein Order was given-to fet oh the Dawffx unawares, and either kill them by 

the Sword or burn them to deatbu But they found out other Devices when they 

upS *e middIe, ^wWdone they fetlerce Maftiyesapon them, whichcmelly 

“9 ^APoputofur'y! e^ecially, when backed by Au*OTjty knows no bounds, 
nor Authority it felf, when it has broken the bounds of publick Juft* ce - T _ e ^ e 
were feveral Pcrfons of great Quality in ,*he ^ and ^ , rece ^ n ^PP°_ e f ® 
publick Faith as Hoftages, to ratifie the Peace lately accorded. Among the reft a 
GumUMs, ^the Sifter of King Smne, and Wife to a Count whde 
Name was Paling She had feveral years before this , come into England with 
her Family, where fhe received the Chtiftian Faith. /She was a Womanqf great 
prudence and temper, .had,often interpofed to make Peace, between the Nations 
and now lately had given up her felf, her Husband and; her onely SonasHoftag 
to King Ethelred. Dvke Edric, to whofe carefhe was/coinmitted, caufed herHuf- Monbjvjl . 
band and herSonbefore her Face to be pierced through with four ^ncesandaf- 
ter that her felf to be beheaded. She moft gallantly .and undauntedly rook her 
death,not the leaft fear or .change of colour appearing in her Face, but affured toe 
Murtherer, that heir bloud would coft England very dear* which fhe might eafy 
fay without gift of Prophecy, fcarcely ever any Maffacre having happen^ 
which procurld not to the A&ours much farther trouble. But that day t^ttoe 
Order was executed at London, where lay; in the Streets vaft heaps of dead Bo¬ 
dies, fome of our Men of the Danifh. Nation, more fwift than toeir ^Jrtoers 
feized on a Boat in the Thames, with which adventuring to Sea they, pafled^er 
Which are re- to Denmark, and there related to King Swans, the butchery of their Counttey- 
menin Enzland. The King hereat conceived fuch forrow as. was anlwerableto 
d™ the matter related, and afffmblmg his Princes together,, acqua mted ttem with the 
Traeical A<ft, and defired their Advice what was to be done. Inflamed witn rage 
who prepares andg r i e ffor the lofs of, their Relations, they refolved that Revenge was to Q , 

take^with all the force the Kingdom eopld make, whereupon they were fcnt • 

back into their feveral Countries to make Preparations, and Pofts w^e d^atched 
to the Neighbouring Nations, to invite all ftrangers to join with them in the 
Expedition, wherein they propofed to. them great hopes °f va ft SpoLls and rich 
Poffeffions. King Swane, now refolved to make another fort of War than for 
merly, not like a Pirate by taking Advantages and flying here and there, but Wee 
a juft Enemy to pulh for all,and conquer the Kingdom. And his Provocation be¬ 
ing juft, he profpered accordingly. 91 . -I nis 
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Se&. io. 9 a * This is the Account of the Maflacre, as it is given us by the Generality 
r V £2Sr t f « ur Hift°nans } aU who charge King Ethelred alone with it, affirming, that his 
of the Maiia- P u ^ up with pride after his fecond Marriage upon confidence of 

tce " Alliance, on flight fufpicions he expofed the Danes to the Revenge and Fury of 

the People. But the Mbnk of Weftmnfter, who degrees in the Account of ten 
j cars from the reft, h&f a ftory to tell by himfelf of one tdma General^ of the 
KingsForces, and his chief Minifter,he taking noticeofche Infolento of theDanes, 
iwwJirfujYortably .artogint they were grown after the late Agreement, forcing 
the Wives and Daughters of the Englijhoi beft Quality, and offering them all thl 
Attronts imaginable, made a grievous rampilainthereofto EthelndMvs conceivine 
from his words an implacable Indignation, by advioe of the laid JZuita> fent his 
Letters abovefaid into all the parts Of the Kingdom. * -Whencefoever the Suaaefti- 
”yj , i y e y T a wsdone by the Bag, Oonunand, and fc rauli in- . 

riorent bfoud lb perM°ufly.. : flietl^ crying for vengeance, procured* him ttorlofc of 1 *■ v 

that which by this meanshis pretences were -for to prefdrve. TheDanesloft no 
time butaftoon the Spring opened, the frbzen Seas frith a poxmfiill Fleet 
invaded England. ■> Sotohe fey their firf^ftffity wds nsQM upon Torkjhiye, where 
King Smote having, hs ¥&ed*ta reftefo thcimfelves, rafter their Voyaae^&lled in¬ 
to the Duke made' * perpetual Lescue bv 

wereto have^ll the fipojfrgoe ft, the War with En- waif mgham . 
toM to fbeiiv afc r&fonable rates, in retompence for which privilege all that 
wercf^hrmaimeda^the Danifr A*n? fhould have as kind entertamment in W ‘ 
Normattdy as tf they had been in Demast % fe& Bot our Autbours who trace 
the fteps of the Danes, make ho mention of this Invafion of Torkfhire * and though 
***** eontrfe ^ ed grea* and ryptoaeh from his Neighbors 

by the late. Mafl&Cre,- ye't'cin wefcarCely believe tliat theNt?//«^* wouW join in a- 

The Danes £'*** W *%!“ ^ 

hind, wafting _ 9 T A«e nrft Impreffioh they ce'rtaiAly mafde Was upon the South Weftern s *jf- Dum/m. 


IpFefficm they cfewauSy made Was upon the South Weftern^-D^. 
ilaSSW EE?* T y ®* iFreadfety! of Hugh zNormm Count indeed, whom‘^'*”” ,A f ra 

cc». h pa ' pteforfed to the Governmerit of Bevbnfhire, they broke into 23* 

Exeter-apdhaving demohihedthe City walk from the Eaft to the Wefterfj Gate 
retired vntli great plunder to their Ships. After this they wafted Wiltjhifi 

cS t:^° ng 5 ody °? Ivlen » dra ^ vn P»n*y out of that Countrey, and partly out- 
of Edatnjbtre, advanced to give them BatteL ButTwfaeri the Armies Were tome 
within fight of each other, AlfrkxheEngliJb General^ whofe Son’s Eyes the King 
had lately-put out for his Fathers betraying, the* Fleet Unto the Danes, now it 
feems intending to be revenged upon the King, counterfeited himfelf fick, and 
feigned a fit of vomiting; whereat the Army difeouraged, iiifteadof fighting eve- 
ry Mandhi fted for himfelf, which Swane perceiving and lathing in fUs fleeve at 
the mad Couduift of rife Englijh Aflairs, went to Wilton , which he plundered and 
burnt, and having deafe-m the feme manner with Salisbury thenreturned to his 
Ships. The year following to the Coafts of Norfolk he foiled, wherehe landing c.w / 
he plundred^and burnt Norwich, ufing fuch expedition, that he furprifed Vlfkefk ^^^ 
the Duke of the Eaft Angles, and a very .ftout Commander, who having no time 
to leavy an Army, took advice with the Nobility of his Province, and made Peace 
with‘him 1 . - But this Peace Swane perfidioufly brake,, after a Fortnight or three 
Weeks fame fteahng from' his Shipsro Thctford y whidv he plundredflodeed one 
N Ig ht in it, and the next day fee it on fire: Vljketel having notice ofEexpe- 
d'tion ordered a Party to go and burn- his Ships in the Harbour,, which they 
e,ther durft not attempt or rtegledfed to doe. He inVthe- mean time with what 
fecrecy and fpeed he could gathered together his-Forc^ and marched courageoufly 
agarnft the Enemy, andas they retreatedto their Ships made a fierce onfec Bathe 
was inferiour in Numbers, and therefore moft of the bcft Quality. among* die 
Eaftern loft their Lives. The Dams alfo received very great iofa and 

with difficulty recovered their Fleet, which thev had. never dOne, had. ail* the 
Force of Vote England been prefent. They- confefTed that in’ the Ifland they never 
met withTo tough an Ingagement, as this they had with Vlfketel. 

SgSph' 94 J The ¥ owu ? ha PP cned: fo a Famine, that it forced.a CefTati- SimMm. 
***%& ? n » drying 'S»me bagk- into Denmark, but fupphed, as ^ were, the Place-of his ^ 
Sword in the Deftruiftlon of the poor People of England, as many of which are 
• t A^ h a Ve j Pe j5 1 ?. d by 35 f° rm erly had done in a year by his Cruel- 

ties Moft dreadtull was.the Eftate of England at*this time, which all forts of 
m.fc uefecontended how- to harafs. AKing it had fo ftout and warlike^that as if he 
had been bornto fle^and nothii^elfe, was little moved* by any of its Calamities, ' 
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or if at fome time he began to awake and rouz’d himfelf upon his Elbow, yet Se<£t. I o. 
either his own drowzinefs or his adverfe Fortune pulled him down to flumber 
again. The guilt of his Brother’s Bloud' lay heavy upon him. No man can 
well reckon how many Armies at length he raifed, how many Fleets he 
ringed, how often he gave out orders to his Officers, but all this to no purpofe. 

For thefe Armies wanting the Authority and Courage of a Prince to give them 
life, and being rude and undifeiplin’d either mouldred away before they 
came to Adion, or elfe eafily were overthrown when they came to it. In War Malme & 
the prefence of a General avails much, much his known and approved Valour, 
but efpecially Exercife and Difcipline, which thefe Armies wanting procured 
irreparable mifehiefs to the Inhabitants, and afforded matter of fcorn and mirth 
to the Infulting Enemy; a fort of Men moft rapacious if not reftrained by force, 
but if vigoroully oppofed bafe and cowardly. What the fluggiihnels and cow- 
ardife of the Prince and People effeded not, the Winds and Weather procured ; 
for when the Ships lay at Anchor upon the Coafts for their fecunty, fuddenly 
_ n r would a Tempeft arife and dafh them to pieces one againft another. And what 
Ten,pelts at ^ thefe unfinilhed was completed by treachery, folly or fearfulnefs 

of Officers. If they met at any time in Council they never agreed in their Opi¬ 
nions, feldom did the Major part concur in anything that was ieafonable and 
fit to be done, having ever a greater refped to their private ammofities than 
the publick good; but if it chanced at any time that they hit upon a point 
convenient, their Councils were fpeedily betrayed to the For befides 

, __ Elfric the Son of Elf ere who murthered the late King, there was one Edrk whom 
fheri ofS- 3 ' the prefent had made Earl of Mercia, thedreggs of Men (fo the Monk words 
nr, which ru- the opprobrium of the Englijh, a flagitious Glutton, a crafty Knave who had 

ined the Na- nQt teen inriched by any thing received from lus Anqeftours, but by his own 
t!on ‘ prating and boldnefs. This Fellow being a crafty Diffembler, and an egregious 

Counterfeit, as a faithfull Councellour would dive into the King’s Secrets, and 
like a bafe Traitour difeover them. Often was he fent to the Enemy to mediate 
a Peace, and as often ftirred them up toprofecute their former courfe of Hofti- 
lity TJlfketel or TJlkil (as he calls him) was the onely Man that made any 
confiderable refiftence. At length that no fort of mifeiy might be wanting; 
what War had left, that Famine deftroyed ; and the Enemy fo freely and with¬ 
out controll ranged about the Countrey, that from any place within fifty Miles 
diftance from the Sea they fetcht away all they pleafed without the leafl jealoufie 
of any Ambulhes, or the leaft fear of Intercepting. 

or. The year following in July an innumerable multitude of Danijh fhips were Simeon Du- 
Anothcr la- feen in Sandwich Road, whence fwarmsof Rovers overran Kent and Sujfex, fparing 
wfion. neither Man nor any thing elfe more than they had done formerly. King Ethel¬ 
red to oppofe them raifed an Army out of Mercia and Weft Saxony , but never 
could ingage them, for they fhifted from place to place, not thinking it fit tohaz* 
zard a Battel, and robbed as they could ; fo that till Winter they confuted the 
time, and retired then with infinite Booty to the Ifle of Wight, and there ftaid 
till Chrijlmas z when undemanding that the King was in Shropfhtrt (where if he 
could not kill Enemies he could murther Subjects, procuring by means of Edrzc, 
as was thought, Alfhelm a Duke of great value to be flan, and the Eyes , of his 
two Sons to be put out) they overran Hampjhire and Berkjhire as far as Reading 
and Wallingford, which they burnt with other places. Thence pafled they to Afh- 
dovon, and coming to the River Kenet, found the Inhabitants of the Countrey 
make head againlt them, but they ingaged and eafily routed them, and thence 
-without moleftation, returned to their fhips. The King and his Courtiers were 
fufficiently tired by that Dance the Danes had led them: They thought they had 
done as much as reafonably could be expected from Mortal men; no courfe re¬ 
mained to be taken with thefe cowardly pilfering Villains, but to give them more 
A fourth Sum Money, a thing which a generous Soul values not. They fent to them again and Anm 

offered to D ff er to buy them off from their Ravenous courfe, but the price is ftill increafed, 
departure! 116 '" it being as eafie to obtain more as left of fuch eafie Enemies. The Sum is now fix 
and thirty thoufand Pounds, which is raifed of the People throughout England al¬ 
ready ruinated by their Rapines. And if fome tell true, whom we are not wil- chronic ml _ 
ling to believe, Ethelred in the Agreement of this year MVII, yielded to pay an cofinfeMS in 
Annual Tribute of thirty fix thoufand Pounds to the Danes, for a longer continu- ch¬ 

ance of the Peace. We reade indeed that he yielded to the payment, but np where 
do we reade or find that he did pay it arid flood to his word. This year it was 
that Ethelred advanced Edrk, firnamed Streone, to the Dukedom of the Mercians s 

FI h a 


A fourth Sum 
offered to 
purchafe their 
departure. 




234 Ti* Monarchy of the Englijh Saxons in Britain, Part IV. 

Sedt io. a Fellow who having raifed himfelf, aswefaid, to a great Eftate by his cunning 
w^v-Srf * and a plaufible Tongue, proved Ihortly a mighty Inftrument in the ruine of 
England. 

9 6 . The next year produced iomething laudable, which fliewed the King to Simeon d«- 
have a little care of his Eftate. He enadted, tliat every three hundred and ten An - 

Shi T pine° r Hides of Land fhould fet out a Gaily,and every nine * Hides find a Cor/let and Head Mariams 
p mg ‘ piece, and throughout all England he commanded Ihips apace to be built ; which s JL otus : 

being made ready, he Vidualled and Manned with choice Souldiers, and appoin- f ZIZ 7 ik. 
ted their Rendezvous at the Port of Sandwich , to fecure the Bounds of his Kingdom *Aiiioiiohi- 
from the Irruptions of Foreigners. Now a Hide (as the Archdeacon of Hunting- 
don and feveral others tells us) was fo much Land as a man could Till in one year neZfiZhZtk 
with one Plough, being the fame with Caffata and Carucata in barbarous Latin. That Wcfimmafi. 
it was acuftome to tax the richer fort by the number of Hides in thofedays is very Math ' Paris - 
evident both from the Saxon Laws and the Breviary or Notitia of England ' called 
Doomfday Book. But as for what Huntingdon adds, that there never had been Io 
great a number of Ihips before in Britain , which alfo the Saxon Annals of Aling- 
don do teftify, another Notion of Hide we muft have to make this agree with their 
opinion. For if Mr. Cambdens Account be good, who out of the ancient Records 
of that Age cafts up the number of Hides not to exceed two hundred forty three 
thoufand and fix hundred, the number of Ihips muft have amounted to no more 
than feven hundred and eighty five according to the Tax; fo that this Navy could 
not have matched that of King Edgar by fome thoufands. Others therefore there 
are who determine otherwife concerning an Hide-, and moft certain it is as a lear- SMeninmri 
ned man obferves, that it was very various according to the different cuftome of ‘ * 
Countries. Whatever the number of the Ihips was one would now have imagi¬ 
ned that England was in a fair way to be protected, when luddenly Difiention the 
bane of all good Defigns, fprung up among the Great Ones. For this very year 
did Brithric the brother of Duke Edric as ambitious, proud, and deceitful! almoft 
as himfelf, falfly accufe Wulnoth a great Officer of the South Saxons to the King, 
whereupon he judging it not fafe to truft his life in their Hands, who he knew 
would condemn him right or wrong, got him to Sea with twenty Ihips and plaid 
the Pirate upon the Coafts. Upon a report raifed that he might be eafily taken, 

Brithric with eighty Gallies went in queft of him, but when he had failed for 
which was Ibme time, fo grievous a Tempeft role that it wrecked all the Vellels and call; 
then^han T t ^ lcm u P on the ^ loar where Wulnoth foon after burnt them. This misfortune fo 
benefit io the diiheartened the King and his Nobles, that they fairly returned home, and the 
Kingdom. Fleet by his command came up to London . And fo was the People taxed and trou¬ 
bled to no purpofe. 

97. The next year after, which was the MIX of our Lord, Turkill a Danijb Earl 
Tmhtii with anf i ve ff with fome Ihips in England ', and in the Month of Augujl was followed by Simeon pn- 
other Danes an innumerable company of Danijh Vellels commanded by Hemming and Eilaf^ax. A ”' 
arrive. which landed in the Ille of Tanet, and joyned with Turkill;. To Sandwich they 
pals, where landing they go and indeavour to break into Canterbury, the Inhabi¬ 
tants whereof with their Neighbours of the Eaft part of Kent purchafe their Peace 
by the payment of three thoufand Pounds. The Danes then going back to their 
ihips fail to the Ille of Wight , whence pafling to the Coafts of Suffix and Ham- 
Jhire , they exercife themfelves in their ufual Trades of plundering and burning. 

Ethelred was again fo fenfibleofhis Peoples miferies as to leavy Forces throughout 
the Land, which he beftowed in places near the Sea to reftrain their Irruptions, 
but it was done fo unskilfully, at leaft fo unfuccefsfully that they came and went 
Who might fecurely for all this, and pra&ifed their Rapines as before. On a certain time be- 
offtofor T' “S 8 one farther than ufual from the Sea, the King ftept betwixt them and Home, 

Treachery of feizing upon the place through which they were to return with many thoufand 
Edric. men, and refolved to die or overcome, as was the whole Army. But the Traito¬ 
rous Duke Edric (who now might pra&ife his Treafons more colourably, having 
married the King’s Daughter Egitha ) by fubtile Arguments urged, that as Circum- 
ftances now llood, it was their Intereft to let the Danes repafs untouched. He per- 
fwaded them, and the Danes got back fafe to their Ihips with great Joy, and much 
contrary to their expectation. After this when Martinmafs was now paft they 
W’ent to theCoaft of Kent and refolved to Winter in the Thames. They main¬ 
tained themfelves by what they got out of Effex and other places, lying on each 
fide of the River. They often alio attempted tofeizeon London , were beaten back 
by the Citizens with very great lois. 


98. E’<* 
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08. E’er Winter was over, in the Month of January they left their Ships, Sedt. io* 
and through Chiltern Wood palled to Oxford , which having burnt they returned 
by the River Thames , and wafted the Countrey on both fides in their Paliagc. 

In their return they had Intelligence that a great Army was gathering together 
at London to intercept them, which caufed that part of their Army which march¬ 
ed down the North fide of the River to pafs over at Stones, where joining with 
the other and loading with extraordinary 1 plunder they pafted through .Swtj_ to 
their Ships, in repairing of which they fpent in Kent the Lent following. Ea- 
fier being over they departed intoEa ^England, where near to Jpfwtch they came 
to a place called Ringmere, having heard that Vlketel lay there with his Forces. 

He entertained them very warmly, and a fierce Battel was fought. But the Eng- 
lifh at Pougth gave back, a certain * Danijh Servant, on purpole, fo it feems, be- r g„ ebeved i d 
ginning the flight and loft the Field,though the Camlridgejhzre Men as long as they 
could flood to it, and fought very manfully, t which^procured them much filgam incefit 
nour fo long as the Englijh Kingdom flood. Here Ml EthelJlan the Kings Son-m- &.o n robrium 
Law, Ofwi ! Noble min'with his Sons and many other together-with a great 
n • number of the ordinary fort. The Danesbexng Matters of the Field now had Eaft tirigdoru 
f D^ be- England at their diferetion, which horfing themfelves they fpared not no more fSicHun- 
come Matters t h an the moft violent Enemy would do, fpending three months in plundering 
of Eaft Eng- burning and killing all they could meet with. Having done what milchiei.they Grante bridg- 

could I the Ferns! they bum ThetforJ, and «?Td 2 flh&.U 

(as Huntingdon writes) going back over moft pleafant Hills of a delightful! place An _ 

called Bahjham (now Gognagog Hills ) they killed all they could meet, in their gli r ™ e - 
way tolling Infants on the points of their Spears. ‘ £§“ 5 L j^endS 

was who defer ves to beremembred for getting into a Steeple,and p enfaprovtn- 

himfelf from the whole Army. After this the Foot by Sea, and the Horfe through ciafrmt. 
Effex, returned to the Thames, where continuing not mmy Aaysagam theyquit- ^ 
ted their Ihips and went through into Oxford/hire, which firft, and then the 
Counties of Buckingham, Bedford and Hertford they wafted, and having burnt 

theTowns, andkUled Mankind, with all-other ^^“fts^lu nTJSt 
again to their Ihips as fo many ravenous - and noxious Wild Beafls glutted with 
‘ bfoud to their Dens. Yet ftUl about the Feaft of St. Andrew they bwnt Northamp¬ 
ton w i t h all about it, as far as they pleafed j and then pafling to the Thames went 
And watte into Weft Saxony, where having wafted that called t^tlS 

part Of Weft ^eater par t of Wiltjhire , they returned after their accuftomed manner to their 

Ihips about Either yet fo wearied with travel, nor fatisfied with wealth, 

but that the year following they took a larger pIZd°\tx 

North fide the River, with Fire and Sword they wafted ^l^JiEngknd, Effex, 
Middlefex Hertfordjhire Buckinghamjbire, the Counties of Oxford, Bedford and 
Camlrigde, with half of Huntingdon, and the greateft Part of that of Northampton: 
on the South fide Kent, Surrey, Suffex, with the Counties of Southampton , Wilts 
After more an d Jierks After all thefe Meffengers are fent to foliate for Peace, promifing 
Devastations ^ Mone y to buy them off from thefe horrid devaftations. They give good 
E SJT wordsand Accepted the Tribute, but without any intention mkeep^arFai^ 
which they prefently break, firft by Plundering the County m ^veral Parties, 
and toward Michaelmas by befieging Canterbury , which on the twentieth day of 
the Siege they take by the treachery of Almere the Archdeacon, and burn par 
Canterbury is . the y committed all forts of villanies againft the poor Inhabitants, where- 

ptr c n d d of fome they y few with the fword, others they burnt* m^y they threw down 
headlong from the WaUs, mid fome they hung up bythe Privy M^ers. The 

Women they drag by the Hair of their Heads through the Streets, and 

into the fire. Infants being fnatched from the Breafts of their Mother they e ther 
(luckupondie points of their Spears, or crufced to pieces bydrrvrogGrnsoer 
them. ? Alfege the Archbilhop they take Pnfoneri bind and^ contumdioufly ufe. 

Ahmr the AbbatofSt. ^rfsthey permitted to Aefzn. $*£ 

chefler Leofruna Abbefs of the Nunnery of St. Mtldrede, Elfrede tne Kings 
Govcrnour, with Monks and Clerks, and a vaft number of die Common Peo¬ 
ple were alfo taken; Chrift Church they burn, Monks, Men, Women and Chd~ 
dren are decimated, whereof nine are killed, and the tenth referved toa life worfe 
than dSth fo tha rfthe whole multitude remained onely four Monks, and eight 
nr.- . k hundridMen The People being (lain, and the whole City plundred and burnt 
'thedichbilhopis taken out of Prifon, driven away.boundland 

the Fleet, where he is kept clofe feven Months together. In the mean time thele 


And waftc 
part of Weft 


After more 
Devaftations 
another lum 
is offered! 


Canterbury is 
taken and 
plundered. 


With itsArch. 
bilhop. 


23 6 The Monarchy of the Englijh Saxons in Britain, Part IV. 

Scdh i o. crue l and more' than barbarous Mifcreants are vifited with a Plague in their 
Guts, whereof two thoufand of them miferably perifh. Thofe that lived were 
forely afflicted with the lame Difeafe, and thereupon the Chriftians take occa- 
fion to urge the delivery of the Archbilhop, but they ftill defer it. 

100. As foon as Spring appeared, before Eajler that traitorous Edrick StYe- Si ™on Du- 
one , and all the reft of the Nobility of both Orders Aflembled at London , where Si." Am ' 
they held their Councils and continued fo long till the Tribute was paid to the 

Danes , which now amounted to eight and forty thoufand Pounds. In the mean 
time Alfege the Archbilhop had his Ranfome fet at three thoufand Pounds, wliich 
he conftantly refufing to pay or procure was at laft murthered by them when 
they were heated with Wine, and farther exafperated by his prohibiting any one 
who is flain to offer any fum of money for his liberty. Being brought out into their full 
by them. Aflembly, they fell upon him with Swords, Stones, Bones, and whatever came 
to hand, and at length one Thrum whom he had Confirmed but the day before, 
out of an impious fort of Piety brained him with an Hatchet. His Body was 
the day following conveyed to London , and buried in the Church of St Paul. 

Afterward the Tribute being paid, and the Peace confirmed by Oaths on both 
Tides, the Danijh Fleet was feparated, onely five and forty Ships remained with VideSimeon. 
the King for the Defence of England againft all Foreigners on,, thefe terms, to 
be maintained by him with Vi&uals and Cloathing. From the Old Saxon HovedlmiZt 
Laws it appears that for reprefling of Pirates, Robbers, or others infefting the Sea, Lambardus de 
it was refolved that a yearly payment Ihould be made of Money, which from 
thofe who ufually were the PradHfers of this Trade was called Danegeld, that ^ane-Jtdhl. 
is to fay, twelve pence upon every Hide through the whole Land, for the Pay ad Dams 
of thofe that Ihould be employed to hinder the Irruption of Pirates. This we are 
told by feveral Authours, continued from this or the following for thirty eight or Gelti Belts’ 
thirty nine years, till it was remitted by Edward the Confeflour, the Son of King &Germans 
Danegeld raU Ethelred. The Reader muft take notice that there were two forts of Danegeld. 
the coaftj Ure The one was, that Tribute or Tax fo often mentioned by us, whereby our Eng- cabatur alias 
from Pirate*. li(h Saxons were forced to purchafe Peace, and remove Hoftilities and Rapines feepe-gylb- 
upon occafion , the feveral fums whereof we have exprefled in their places. 

It was not paid yearly , but levied now arid then as the neceflity of the Lege ingut - 
Kingdom required. The other was this firft railed in the Year of our t hunu 
Lord MXII. (the fame wherein the eight and forty thoufand Pounds were paid} 
to pay the Danijh Navy which was now hired to guard the Sea, and defend 
the Coafts. 

101. But both forts alike contributed to the Ends and Defigns for which they 
were paid. The former took but off the perfidious Danes for a fmall time, who 
then again without regard to Oath or Promife violated die Peace in expedition 
of another gratuity to be bellowed upon them. And . this other was fo far from 
fecuring the Coafts by fcouring the Seas, that TurkiU who ftaid behind as Admi¬ 
ral of this now Englijh Fleet leems to have done it to no other purpofe (be- 
fides the fleaing of the poor Nation of more Money) than to give Intelligence 

Swam and lm to Swane when it would be moft feafonable to reinvade the Land. In July the 
fter”dof r greaI y ear following with aftrong Fleet he landed at Sandwich , where having Raid but 
left part of the a few days, coafting about Eaft England he entred the Mouth of Humber, 
iflami. whence he palled up into the Trent (which together with Oufe out of Torkjhire falls 
into Humber ) and fail’d to Gainsborough where he landed and encamped himfelf. 

Hither without delay repaired to him Earl Vthred with the Northumbrians, 
the Inhabitants of Lindfey ( that Part of Lincolnjbire Northward of Lincoln 
wherein Gainsborough Hands) afterward thofe of Fisburgh , and by degrees all fuch 
as inhabited Northward of Watling Street (the great Highway crofling the Land 
from the Eaft to the Weftern Sea) yielded up themfelves to him, and delivering 
up Hoftages fvvore to him Allegiance. He onely now impofed upon them the 
furnilhing of his Army with Horfes and Provifions, and then delivering the Hof¬ 
tages and the Fleet into the Hands of Canute his Son, with a choice Party of 
Auxiliaries taken from amongft the Englijh >, undertook an Expedition againft the 
Southern Mercians. Having palled over Watling Street he gave order to his Men 
to wafte the Fields, burn the Villages, rob the Churches, kill all the Males 
they could meet with, referve the other Sex for their lull, and doe all other 
forts of mifchiefs they could devife. This being fully exercifed, in the. terrour 
thereof he came to Oxford, and became Mailer of it fooner than he expedted, 
where having received Hoftages he hailed to Wimhejler, the Inhabitants of which 

conque- 
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conquered alfo by the terrour of his Cruelties, without delay made Peace with Se£t. I o. 
him, giving up what and how many Hoftages he required. 

idi From Oxford he bent his courfe for London , and in palling the Thames 
being neither carefull for finding out a Bridge nor a Ford loft many of his Men. 

He endeavoured both by force and all forts of devices to take this City, but 
King Ethelred, together with TurkiU the Dane being then here Refident, he was 
' beaten off and went to Wallingford, after that to Bath, where wafting all in his 
way he ftaid feme time and refreihed his Army. Thither came to him Ethel- 
mat the Earl of Dtvonjhire with other Officers of the Weftern Parts and made 
UaiKjige- peace with him, giving up their Hoftages, which things accomplilhed according 
lteem ' to his defires, and being returned to his Fleet he was by all the Nation of the Engy 
lifh both ftiled and accounted King, if by right one can call him a Kingffaith our 
Authour) who adted all things in a manner like a Tyrant. The Citizens of 
London concluded that it was not fafe for them to ftrive againft the univerfal 
current, and therefore fent alfo their Hoftages and made their Peace, for they 
fear’d he would be fo inraged againft them that having fpoiled them of all they 
had he would either command their Eyes to be pulled our, or their Hands or 
Ethelred fends Feet to be chopped off! Ethelred now in a manner unkinged thought it moft con- 
Ghiidren to^ : fiftent with the ftraitnefs of his Fortune to fend away Emma Iris Queen, with his 
Normandy. Treafure and his two Sons Edward and Elfred into Normandy to her Brother 
Richard, the Second of that Name, Duke of that Province. He himfelf conti¬ 
nued fometime at Greenwich with the Danijh Fleet then lying in the Thames, and 
thence removed to the Hie of Wight, where having kept but a lad Chriftmafs 
he followed them into Normandy, and at Rouen was lplendidly entertained all the 
-time of his abode. In the mean while Swane the Tyrant at Gainsborough laid in- 
fupportable Taxes upon the Countrey, befides the contribution for maintenance 
of his Fleet And TurkiU at Greenwich was not behind hand in his Exa&ions for 
inriching of himfelf and his Followers. So that they were fully agreejl in this 
by their Violence and Rapines to harafs and exhauft the poor Englijh Nation. 

103. But Swane to all his other cruelties and impieties, added one, which in 
Stta ™ the opinion of our writers, completed his condemnation. He exadted a grievous 
Edmndbuy! 1 Tribute from the Town of St. Edmunds Bury, or that where the Body of that 
King and Martyr then refted: Moreover, he would often detra< 3 : from the worth 
of the Martyr, and dared to affirm he had no holinefe. In cafe the money were 
notfpeedily paid, he often threatned that he would certainly burn the Town over 
the heads of the Inhabitants, utterly fubvert and demolilh the Church of the 
Martyr, and put the very Clerks to various Tortures. Now to tell aftory which 
is fo generally told, and was fo univerfally believed, fcecaufe he would not mode¬ 
rate at all, fay they, his wickednefs; Divine Vengeance would not fuffer the Blas¬ 
phemer longer to live. At Gainjborough, as he held a general Aflembly, when it 
grew toward Evening, being incircled with Armed Men, he eaft out thefe laid per* did qua 
threats, but he fawprefently St. Edmund coming Armed upon him, whereupon he * n gtneraii 
an unknown cr * ec * vehemently out, Help, help, fellow Souldiers, look here, St. Edmund comes to f Jp^dGdnf- 
hand. wn kill me, which words as he was fpeaking,; he received a mortal wound by the burhtemterat 
Saint’s hands, fell from his Horfe, ancf lying till die dusk of the Evening in great 
torment, he then died on the * lecondof February, and was carried to Fork and ter^itjSc. 
buried. So our writers report from the Legend of St. Edmund, which feems t o Stjn.Duneim. 
hint this truth to us, that Swane was killed by an unknown hand; to be fure here 
f he ended his days, and by his death ennobled this Town more than by his \DeEdmundo 
making it the Seat of his Kingdom or Tyranny, for fo it was; here being his c »gnom. Fer- 
chief Refidence all the ftiort time of his Englijh Royalty; here lay his Ships, hence ^gjphus'y 
he made excurfions into all Parts. $«*fmijpmi 

dimicans an - 
ttA Cnutum 

Danorum Epgem qui Steam pairs apud Gainsburb mirabiliter & mijerabiliter extin Bo fuccejjerat , regnum tandem cum eodem 
Cnuto ctque partitur. 


Swane exadts 
a tribute from 
Edmundbury. 


104. This Town conveniently feated upon the River Trent, which here Ebbs 
and Flows to a confiderable depth,.and by the convenience of Navigation and 
Traffick, hath procured it two famous Marts in a year, each of them of nine 
days continuance, is both ancient, and was of good account before it became more 
Gainsborough, known by being the Rode of the Danijh Ships. To omit impertinent Etymologies Quidam in 

Etymologies 

nuptr Edito baebabet: Genef-bujiuh, vel forte antiquius Genejip-blljiuh ab Angh Sax. Gene)* Perfugitim 
AJglum & Bupuh Oppdum. q. d. Oppidum perfugii Afylum. 
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Sect, io.as it it had its name from being an Afylum or Refuge of I know not who, or 
from what, it was called Gainfbo rough or Gainfburh ( in Latin Gainorum htrgus J 
. as indeed being the cheif Burgh, Borough or Town of the Gaini or Gains. If it 
And be demanded who thefe Gaini or Gains were, I anfwer, the fame with thofe of 

" iK-a which Ethelfred the Father-in-law of King Alfred , was Earl. Ajferius writes* that 

Alfred Married Vxorem de Mercia Nobilem fcilicet genere filiam Ethelfredi Gai¬ 
norum Comitis qtti cognominabatur Mucil. That Alfred Married a Wife out of Mer- 
ci.i, one of a Noble Stock, viz. the Daughter of Ethelfred, Earl of the Gaini or 
Gains , who was Sirnamed Mucil or Great. There was then a fort of People cal¬ 
led Gaini or Gains, and thefe Gaini were feated in Mercia, to which Kingdom of. 
old Lindfey did belong, as is moft evident, and not to Northumberland, from 
which it was feparated by that River, though feme particular Conquefts of thefe 
Petty Kings of that Trad might caufe fometimes feme places to be mentioned, 
as within the Bounds of their Kingdoms, to which for the main they did not be¬ 
long. The Reader muft obferve that, befides the common Names of Jutes, An¬ 
gles and Saxons , when thefe People Planted in Britain certain Seled Companies of 
them had peculiar Names, even as the ancient Britains themfelves had, which 
either happened to them from their Principal Leaders or Governours, or were 
Names they brought from beyond the Seas, or elfe proceeded from feme other 
accidents. Thus feme of the Northumbrians were called Deiri , others Bernicii, 
the Weft Saxons were called Gevifft, and we reade of a People called Wiccii, and 
another Meanvari Seated in Hamjhire, not far from Portfmouth, befides the Girnii, 
who as appears from Ingulphus, lived not very far from the Gaini&nd Inhabited the 
Fens, lying in the Counties of Lincoln, Northampton, Huntingdon, and Cambridge. 

Thofe Gaini were fuch a fort of People, from which this place being their princi¬ 
pal Town or Burgh, received its name, as did Ethelfred his Title, though he 
was defeended of the Bloud Royal of Mercia. The Burgh of the Gaines it was, 
and long after the death of Swane gave it not name, yet Habitation to the Noble 
Barons of Burgh, who by the Scotch Earls of Athol, and the Percies defeended 
from Sr. William de Valence , Earl of Pembroke, by whofe intetceflion it obtained 
from King Edward the Firft (after the ConqueftJ the liberty of having a Fair. 

This digreflion is too much not to be pradtifed upon the name of every Town ; 
but fo much l ought to this out of gratitude, having received in it a great part of 
my Education- though born in that of Nottingham/hire , which, on the other fide 
of the River, Hands over againft it. 

cuute choicn io?. Swane being dead, his Subjects the Danes, chufe Canute or Cnute his Son, Malmcsb. 
King of the for his Succeffour. But the Inclinations of the Englijh were toward their own 
Danes. true an j natura i prince, whom hoping that he would demean himfelf more like a 7o± 
King for the time to come, as being. difeiplin’d fufficiently by adverfity, they 
Ethelrcditca. f ent fo r home out of Normandy. Ethelred, before he Ihould put himfelf into 
dom. 5 :ng " their hands, thought fit to fend over his Son Edward to promife all good deport¬ 
ment, and found the affe&ions of the Nobility and People, who having found 
all things correfpond with his defires, returned back with confidence to fetch h ; s 
Father. The King was received with all joy and applaufe imaginable, and to 
make a Show, that he had offered violence tb his former difpofition, and of com¬ 


pliance with their expeditions, ufed aft difpatch in leavying an Army againft 
Cnute , who lying now at Gainfborough, with the Fleet andHoftages was not want- 
ing to himfelf, but fpent his time in raffing Men, and getting Horfes, threatning 
cuTof Lind- to chaftife feverely tire ReVolters from his Fathers Empire. But Ethelreds Forces 
fey , and thofe took him before he was fully prepared, and conftrained him to quit the Parts of 
i'am. Lindfey , the Inhabitants whereof, for their lb readily fiding with ftrangers, as 
they found them, they put to death. Cnute Sailed away with his Fleet, and by 
the courfe of the Winds, was driven into Sandwich Road\ where to revenge him- 
feif upon die Englijh Nation, he miferably deformed the Hoftages he had in his 
power, cutting off their Ears, Nofes, and Hands, and depriving feme of their 
Genitals. This done, he fet them on Ihore, and departed into Denmark to recruit 
his Army. Thefe Danes being gone, another Calamity fucceeded them j for on 
the twenty feventh of September, the Sea arofe to 'fuch an height by the impetu- 
tion. nUn a ' ofity of Wind and Tide, that it brake the Banks, and overwhelmed many Villa¬ 
ges, drowning a great multitude of furprized People. However the Nation was 
hereby impoverilhed, yet neceflity urging a Tribute of thirty thoufend pounds, 
was levied for paying the Danijh Fleet, which lay at Greenwich. 

xo6. The year following, being the MXV. of our Lord, a great Aflembly of 
the Eftates was held at Oxford, as well of Danes zs Englijh, where by advice of 

Edric 
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Edric Streohe, the King caufed feveral Danijh Noblemen to be.put to death under Se£t. io. 

pretence of a Confpiracy againft his Perfon. Sigeferth and Morcar, tha Sons of 

one Earngrun, of a place called Seanenburg in Northumberland, Edric drew by 

good words into his own Lodging, and there fecretly murthered them. Their Ser- Cltm _ 

vants and Dependants thereupon arofe, and endeavoured to revenge their death, ndm. 

but were beaten back by the Kings Forces, and fo clofely puriued, that they 

were conftrained to betake themfelves into the Tower of St Fridefwitffs Church, 

where Fire being fet to the Steeple, they were burnt to Allies. The King feized 

upon the Eftates of the murthered Earls, and commanded Algitha the Wife of 

Sigeferth, to be conveyed to the Town of Maidulf ( or Malmesbury ) and there 

to be kept in Cuftody as a Lady of great Nobility and Intereft. But not long 

after, Edmund the King’s Son coming thither, fell in love with her, and without 

his Father s knowledge, married her, after which, he took her along with him 

into Northumberland, and there feized on the Eftates both of Sigeferth and Mor- 

car his Brother. At the fame time Arrived King Cnute from Denmark, together, 

as fame write, with two other Kings, Lachman of Sweden, and Olan of Norway , 

and made for the Port of Sandwich, where it’s laid that Turkil joyned with him, 

and gave the Englijh a notable defeat. To be fure Cnute, Coafting about Kent, 

entred the mouth of the River Frome, and by it paffed up into the Counties of 

Dorfet, Somerfet and Wilts, where he committed all forts of Hoftihties. 

King Ethelred at this time lay fick at Cojham, a Town in Wiltjhire, but had his 
place very well fupplied by his Son Edmund, whofe onely infelicity it was, that 
the falfe and traitorous Streone was joyned with him in command, which not 
onely hindred his prefent fuccefs, but brought him into great danger of Life. For 
Edric made a fadion in the Army, and plotted how to have him flain, which be¬ 
ing timely difcovered, the Prince was forced for his fecurity to depart from the 
Edric revolts, pj ace w here he lay. Now whether this difeovery made him defperate, or for that 
* See to° b he was before prepared, and refolved fo to doe, for other reafons, he openly re- 
Crnte. volted; carrying away to Cnute forty of the Danijh Ships which ferved the King, 
to whom he fubmitted as his Leige Lord. The Weft tow awed by his In- 
rodes, did the fame : gave up Hoftages, and made provifion of Horfes for his 

107. Cnute being thus ftrengthened beyond expectation, in the following Sim. Dunrfm. 
year, which was the MXVI. of our Lord, with Edric the Traytour, paffed over mxvl”‘ 
the Thames at Grseklade, about Chrijtmafs Holydays, and Invaded Mercia , where 
in Warwickjbire cfpecially, he burnt all the Towns, and killed all Perfons he could 
meet with. Edmund the King’s Son, upon the Report, gathered together what 
Forces he could, but when they were to march, the Mercians refufed to ingage a- 
gainft the Danes and Weft Saxons , except King Ethelred and the Londoners would 
joyn with them, and thereupon the Army disbanded it felf. But Chrijlmafs be¬ 
ing over, Edmund raffed more Forces, and fent to London to his Father to come 
to him with all die preparations he could make, Ethelred complied with him, and 
they joyned their Forces together, but by the craft of the Enemy, a Rumour was 
fpread abroad, that if the King did not carefully look to himfelf; he would fpee- 
dily be betrayed This ftruck fuch a fear into this pufillanimous Prince, that he 
disbands his Army, and retires back to London, which done, his Son haftes into 
The Countrey Northumberland, as was imagined to raife a greater Army againft Canute. But in 
T' afted on a11 this they feemed well agreed, that whereas on one fide Canute and Edric wafted 
and ** the Countrey, on the other, he and TJthred Earl of Northumberland, did the like, 
this being the onely difference that one Party harafled the poor People, becaufe 
they would not revolt, and the others pretended to punifh them for their neutrali¬ 
ty ; for, firft Stajfordjhire, and then Shropfhire and Leicejlerjhire, they miferably 
wafted becaufe they refufed t6 fight againft the Danes. In the mean time Canute 
and Edric Streone, committed all a£ts of cruelty in the Counties of Buckingham , 

Bedford, Huntingdon, Northampton, Lincoln and Nottingham, and at laft peirced 
into Northumberland. , . 

108. This approach of theirs obliged EdmundClito, as our Writers call him, to 
leave off his Trade of pillaging, and to betake himfelf to London . Ztthred here¬ 
upon halted into Northumberland, where ihortly after lie was conftrained to fub- 
mit himfelf to Cnute, to give up his Countrey ,• and deliver Hoftages in¬ 
to his Hands , which notwithllanding either by Command or Permiffion 
of Cnute, he was killed by one Turebrand a Danijh Nobleman, and with him 
one Turketel, the Son of Navene. This done, Cnute preferred one Eric to be Earl 
of Northumberland, and hailed Southward by another way to his Fleet j with 

which 




24-0 T/tf Monarchy of the E?iglijh Saxons///Britain^ Part. IV. 

Seel:, i o. which he joyned his Army before Eafler. About the fame time Etbelred died at 
v^vx. * Lo don on the two and twentieth of April, after a tedious and ill management of 
Etbelred dies, affairs for feven and thirty years, and was buried in the Church of St. Paul. 

Edmund his Son by the Nobility at London was cholen his Succefiour, not his 
Son by Emma his Queen; but as Matthew of Weftminfier fays by an ignoble Mo- De ea pc 
ther, though others affirm Iter the Daughter of an Earl called Tbored', and E- 
Is fuccecded thelred's former Wife. Matthew writes, that though his Mother was bafe he il- dm »« 
by Edmund in ] u ft rate d the Ignobility of her Defcent by the Ingenuity of his Mind, and the Emma nan,s 
\s tit Saxony. A<aivity 0 f h[ s gody, andindeed fuch was his Courage and indefatigable Induftry, ^ji7y,'amfZ 
that he obtained thence the firname of Ironfide. He having obtained the Title m* cbfcurare- 
hafted into Weft Saxony, where he was received and owned by the People of thofe c t c f d Tfff ef ' 
parrs, while a far greater Number with many Bilhops, Abbats, and others of Angbfikz. 
the Nobility obeyed Canute as their Sovereign, whom being afiembled they cap.io. 

The veft obey-had chofen for their King, admitted at Southampton to that Dignity and fworn 
:!.£ Came. to j 1 j m Allegiance, having abjured the Race of Etbelred, and received an Oath 
from him of good Government in all, as well Religious as fecular Affairs. 

109. Canute much animated by fo powerfull a party halted to London with his 
fleet about Rogation week, where being arrived on Surry fide, hecaufed a great 
Ditch to be made, and drew up his (hips Weftward of the Bridge. The City he 
begirt with a deep and broad Trench, and with armed men, and often attemp¬ 
ted by force to take it. But the Citizens fo manfully demeaned themfelves, that 
perceiving he loft but time, and that the Defendants were to be ftarved out, he 
left a guard for his fliips, and hafted into the Weft to attack Edmund e’er he could 
be provided, who indeed was provided ill enough, but as he was with the Com- 
fiLvtr.ii Fhuds pany he had got together, he ventured to give him Battel at a place then 
mund amf called Peomon (or Pei') near Gillingaham in Dorfetjhire with fuch fuccefs, that 
cwwft*" 1 he forced his Enemy to retreat. Encouraged herewith he made greater preparati¬ 
ons, and Midfummer being now pad refolved to fight Cnute the fecond time, 
whom meeting near a Town called Swarjtan , he gave him Battel but could 
onely defend himfelf, though he performed all the Offices both of a ftout Souldier, ; 
and an expert General, becaufc Edric the Traitour together with Almar and Al- 
gar, the chief of the Nobility, having command of the Hampfire or Wiltjhire 
Men, fded ivith the Danes. It was a drawn Battel, this day the Armies being 
parted by the darknels of the Night. The next Morning they renewed the Fight, 
and King Edmund had wone the Garland, but for the cunning device of that per¬ 
fidious Edric, who perceiving Victory inclined to his fide, cut off the Head of 
one Ofmear , a Man that in tl;e face very much refembled the King, and lifting it Sim Dll)ie!m 
up cn high, called to the Englijh bidding them behold the Head of their Party, Maimed. 
and if they refpc&cd their own Lives, be gone as faft as their Heels could carry 
them. This very much ftartled and difeompofed them, till Edmund fenfible of 
the cheat from an Hill made known himfelf to his Souldiers, and tolled a Javelin 


againft Edric , w hom yet it had the fortune to mifs. They continued the Fight 
till it grew dark, and then parted as they had done the Night before. 

1 i o. Canute iecing what little advantage he was like to receive from a pitcht 
Bartel diicampcd in the dead time of the Night, and making towards London 
where he liad left his Ships, again befieged the City. Edmund when he knew 
lie was gone, with fpeed marched into WeJlfex to recruit his Forces, and now 
the perfidious Edric, having fufficient experience both of his Valour and Condudt, 
thought the onely way was to be reconciled to him, that he might reveal his 
Councils, and by his treacherous Infinuations give a Check to the current of 
his good Fortune. He made application to him, owning him for his natural 
Prince, fwore for the time to come to be faithful 1 to him, and obtained Par¬ 
don for what was paft. Being fufficiently recruited, he hafted to London , and 
raifed the Siege, beating off the Danes to their fliips. After two days he palled 
the Thames at Brentford , where many of his Men were loft in the Water, yet 
coming upon the backs of his Enemies, .lie put them to the rout. By hislofs fuf- 
tained in palling the River, and the feveral Ingagements, the Number of his 
men was lb diminilhed, that he found himfelf obliged to return into Weftfex, to 
CM/i/ebeiieges fill up his troops, which the Danes perceiving returned and laid clofe liege to 
London. London, w hich they attacqucd by all means poflible. Yet did the Induftry and 
Courage of the Inhabitants, ftill fruftrate all his Attempts, lb that defpairing he 
drew off his Men, and with his Fleet, entred a River then called Arenne, where ^lorentieWi- 
landing in Mercia, lie burnt the Villages, killed the Countrey People, and made gmuenfi- 
havcck of all things at his pleafure. The Foot lie caulcd on fliips to pafs to Medway, Aritce - 

and 
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and theHorfe by Land with the Captives and Cattel. In the mean time Edmund Se£t id, 
Ironftde was not idle, but the fourth time having, levied 'a ftrong Power of Men 
out of all England crofted the Thames again at Brentford, and marched into Kenh, ... 
where at a place called Otford, he found' and ingaged the Danes, Wi° rfotablc 
to fuftain his violence fled fuch of them as were horfed irito the IJte of Shepey. 

All he could take he put to the Sword, and had his prudence afwell as his Cou¬ 
rage flood by him, he had obtained a complete Vi&ory. But he was fo blind 
as not to perceive the Treachery of Edric, who by fpecious allegations procured 
him to flop his perfuitat Engle sford. \ 

m. Edmund finding the Weftfaxons mpft firm and true, to him, after this 
Succefs for Recruits returned into that Countrey,, the opportunity of whofe ab- 
fence Canute took to vent his malice and revenge upon a nak^d People, for 
going into Efex he thence invaded Mercia, where he mewed nfore Cruelty than 
even commanding his Men to omit no A& which could be committed againft 
Enemies. Edmund Ironftde with an Army gathered out of all Countries over¬ 
took, and ingaged them in their Retreat at a place called then AJfandune (or 
Abioudy Bat- * t h e Hill of an Afs) now corruptly Ajhdown in Efex. The Battel was fought 
dim. A ^ an ~ with great refolution and vehemence on both Tides, and Edmund had greathopes 

of gaining the Victory, which the wretched Edric Streone perceiving as he had jy mi mmina- 
ingaged formerly to Cnute ( having coming over for fuch a puroofe ) witht the 
Troops he commanded fled over to him, and fo leaving the Englijh ovcrmatcht, sim.Dun:im. 
whom by catting out f words again of the King’s death he had laboured to dil- \cimavit 
courage, by his Treachery procured their Defeat and Ruine, for they never re- 
ceived a greater blow, almoft all their Nobility here falling, particularly Alfrzc, Engle, Fiet 
Godwin, Vlfketel and Ethelward all Dukes: Eadnoth alfo the Bifhop of Lincoln 1%£>***, 
(of DtrcheJUrmha') andean Abbat. who came to the place to>pray for 
the Army, amongft the reft loft their lives, yet did not this difafter, fo far difcou- p U pte Angti, 
rage Edmund, but that e’er long he was in cafe to make another Trial of his 
Fortune in the Field, of which Edric* and thofe of his Fa&ion fearing the tftue, a- Htm t,ngd. 
gain circumvented him by their wiles, perfwading him for quietnefe and Hifi. hb- 6. 
Upon which a focurity fake to divide the Kingdom with Cnute. After much relu&ancyffie was 
DWifionof the drawn t0 confeat an( j after many meflengers to and fro,and Hoftages received, an 
Kmgdom en- Interview of the two Kings was appointed at Dcorkirft mGlocefterJhire, a place fi- 
tuate fomewhat low upon the Bank of Severn, Edmund with his men taking the 
Weflern, and Canute with his Danes, the Eaftern parts fide, both the Kings from 
their Armies wafted over into a finall Ifland called then Olanege, now the Eight, 
where by oath a Fraternity and firm Peace they eftablifhed, and divided the 
Kingdom, which concluded they interchanged their Arm, ahd the Habits they 
wore, and having fetled the Pay which fhould be allotted to the Fleet, each 
repafled to his‘Followers. , c 

11 a. Such is the Account which the Hiftory that goes under the name of 
A farther ac- Simeon of Durham, gives us of this matter: others do otherwise relate it Mai- 

Eland Ac- mesbury having faid what the Iflue of the Battel was at ■ Afanduni, tells how Ed- 
cord betwixt mund firnamed Ironftde betook himfelf with very httle Company to Glocefler, 

Edmund and thereto gather new Forces, and fet upon his Enemies who he thought would be 
‘ fecure after the late Vi<ftAry, as he faw convenient. Cnute was aware of him, 

and fo induftrious as to attend and watch his courfes. They were comirig to a 
frefh ingagement when Edmund demanded a fingle Combat, that foF the ambiti¬ 
on of but two men, the bloud of many innocent Perfons might not be lhed, ana 
they two without any inconvenience to their Subjects, might decide the contro- 
verfie in their own Perfons, and hereby obtain for the care of their People, great 
renown in future Ages. But Canute was deaf on this Eat, affiritung he had Cou¬ 
rage enough but not ftrength fufficient to encounter 4 Man of fo vaft a fize, 
and for an expedient propounded, that each of them fhould enjoy what their Fa¬ 
thers had held, from whom they had both received jtift Titles. The propoialwas 
well received by the Armies as very equitable, and which would give tome brea¬ 
thing to the poor Englijh Nation, 10 miferably fpent by thefe perpetual Holnlitiesj 
and Edmund by this univerfal approbation was overcome and filencd, the ACeord 
bein'* that he as his Hereditary Kingdom fhould hold the Weft Saxons with the 
Southern, and Canute Mercia with the Northern Parts. Thus ohe of our Authours 
fpeaks of an Accord without fo much as the metition ofa Combat, another hints 
that mention was made of a Combat but it took no effect; but another there is 
who writes both of the Propofal, and the Fighting of the Duel. 


Edmund and 
Cnute. 


ii 3 . Henry 




Sect. io. 

Another Re¬ 
lation of it. 


The Monarchy of the hnglijh taxons m miutiu, 

• ■ in.' Henry the Archdeacon of Huntingdon f peaking how after the-Battel at 
Efefclme (as he calls it) the Armies in Gloceflerjkire the feventh time faced each 
otlier adds, that the Noblemen on one fide dreading the courage^of Edmund, on 
the other of Cnute, began to mutter among themfelves what Fools they were lo 
often to venture their Lives, and how thfey Ihould let them fight alone, who de¬ 
fined alone to Reign. This faying pleafeT well enough the Rings, for was 
a King of no fmall honefty. The Kings therefore fought a Duel. Their Darts 
and Lances on both fides being broken, they fell to it with their Swords upon each 
others mod incomparable Armour, the noife of which ftruck the ears of the Look¬ 
ers on with terrour, as their eyes were dazled with the fife which was ftruck horn 
the Swords upon fuch admirable Metal. At length the incomparable vigour of 
Edmund prevailed, whom Cnute very ilrenuoufly refilled, yet fearing the fuccefs, 
with fail' Language inftead* of foul Blows thus accofied his Adverfary. Toungman, of 
all others the mojt valiant, what neceffity is there that either thou or I fhoaldMe by 
the Sward, out of defire of Reigning. Let us he Adoptive Brethren and divide the 
Kingdom let me have a Jhare in thine, and do thou command in mine . Affairs. Den¬ 
mark alfo Jhall he at thy difpofal. With thefe words the generous mind of the 
young King was mollified, and a kifs of Peace was given on either part • after 
which their. Followers came together, and weeping for joy, Edmund had the 
Kingdom of Weftfex, and Cnute that of Mercia, who thereupon returned to Lon- 
don Thus much Huntingdon, with whom agrees Matthew of Weflmmfter as to the 
Duel mentioning Edric a$ the mart who firft moved it amongfl: the Nobility. 
But both Hoveden and Florentoi Worcefler agree \vith the firft Relation of 


Simeon. . , ,. , , . 

114. The Danes retiring to London after the agreement (which was certainly 
made, whatever might be the Circuiriftances or the manner) were received by the 
Inhabitants, arid permitted to take up their Winter Quarters in the City, where, 
gjhumd dies, about the Feaft of St. Andrew died King Edmund Jronjide unexpectedly, and was 
buried with his Grandfather Edgar at Glaftenhury. Concerning Ins death our Au¬ 
thors write varioufly. The Hiftory of Simeon, Florent of Worcefler, and Roger 
de Hoveden, tell us onely that he died, without mentioning the caufe. Malmes¬ 
bury confefles it was uncertain of what Difeafe or Cafualty he died, but adds, that 
Fame charged Edric with hiring two of his Chamberlains, to whofe Fidelity lie 
committed himfelf, to murther him which they effected by thrufting a fharp Iron 
Leaving iflue. into Ills Body as he fate at Stool. Huntingdon will have it done at Oxford by one 
of the Sons of Ericas the King fate in an Houfe of Office, with whom accords 
Matthew of Weftminfler • Radulphus de Dkeio names neither place nor a certain per- 
fon, but fays it was done by an Iron Spit at Edric s procurement. Edmund thus 
.in the fame year both began and ended his Reign, leaving two Sons behind him, 
Edwi fome call him, fome Edmund , and Edward. By his own Mother he had a 
Brother called Edwin, and by Emma his Step-Mother two more, viz. Elfred and 
Edward. Thefe Relations he left, but Canute refolved none of them ihould fuc- 
ceeed him but to Reign himfelf alone. “ He fummoned all the Bifhops and No- 
who ue out- “ bility to meet at London , and cunningly demanded of fuch aS had been prefent 
ed by Cnute. « at t j ie agreement betwixt him and Edmund, what provifion was made by that 
“ agreement for the Sons and Brothers of Edmund, and whether iri cafe he died 
“ before Canute, any of them was to fucceed in the Kingdom of the Weft&wrtw? 
“ They overcome with fear anfwered. That to their knowledge Edmund neither li- 
“ ving nor dying had made any provifion for his Relations, but defigrted him the 
“ ProteCtour or Guardian of his Sons, till they fliould come to Age. For this 
their falfe Teftimony they hoped for great Rewards, and fome of them indeed he 
afterwards rewarded with an Halter or fome inftrument of fuch like Defert. But 
Canute taking the advantage it afforded him, exacted Oaths of Fidelity from all 
the Nobility, who readily chofe him for their Kifig, and abjured all the Ehglijh 
Line, which was difpofed of as we fhall fee hereafter, and let afide for a cer¬ 


tain time. 


S E C t. XI. 
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SECT. XI. 


the Monarchy of the Danes in Britain, from the hea 
ffinnin? of'that of Canute or Cnute, to the Death 
of Hardecnute, and the Refutation of the Engliln 
Line in Edward the Confeflour. 


The fpace of Twenty fix Tears. 


Cnute King. Xm S^Anufe thus obtained the Kingdom of the Engltjh, of 

( . t her had a profped than firm pofleflion, about two hundred and twenty w-W- 

feven years after the firft arrival of his Danifh Nation, two years afterhis Father s 
death, 7 in the one and fortieth year of Bafilius Junior ? m P er ^ ;p of ^ e 3 ^I ft® 
feventeenth of Henricus Junior the Gyrm^Emperour, m the Reign of Robert the 
Son and Succeffour of Hugh Capet King of the Franks. A. D. MX V1 J- 

v. The Danes had formerly in fome parts of the Land, asEaft EnglandzndNor- 
thimherland fet up their petty Kingdoms, but now obtained the fetled Monarchy 
1* foie Mo- 0 f a u England. Formerly they had been Strangers, now come to be the principal 
nareh. inhabitants, not in Numbers but in Reputation. Before time they were fierce in- ^ 
vaders cruel and Savage Enemies, asbloudy, as Ravenous, andbafe as ever any 
Invader had ever been, but now were turned Proprietors, and one of themXord 
of the whole; fweetned and civiliz’d not fo much by Chriftiamty and good Educa¬ 
tion as by felf-feeking and worldly intereft, for the late Inrodes made by Cnute 
were accompanied with as great Cruelties and Devastations, as thofe of his Pre- 
deceflours. Bafcnefs and fear made the Englijh Nobility fervilely to truckle^ fo 
that there was no need of any thing more to work his /Will but: 1 his bare Com¬ 
mands. Nay they would prevent his Commands by doing thofe things, to which 
Edwin the Son they knew he was but inclined. For Edwi or Edwin the Brother ol Edmund, a 
h<£t m Zt(h young Prince of excellent Endowments, and exceeding great hopes, they imme- 
cd. 8 diately voted toBanifhment, which Refolution as foon perceived fo foil 

of flattery and injuftice, he went much pleafed into his Chamber, and calling to 
him the perfidious Duke Edric asked him by what means he might trepan young 
Edwin to his death. The Traitour anfwered, that he drew one Ethelward who 
could eafily doe it if he would fpeak with and promife him a great Reward. 
fent for the man, and telling him what the Duke had laid of him, not onely pro- 
mifed him all that his Anceftours hadinjoyed, but to hold .ft? 1 H ft ^2 

Brother in cafe he would doe him that Service «e promifed to ftf^siitmoft 
indeavour, but as yet hadnofuch intention, andfaid it onely to puthimoff; foe 
he was defeended of the moft Noble flock of the Engltjh Nation _ 

He divides the - Cmte being; fetled in his new Power and Sovereignty over all England, divi- 
Kin3dcm ded his Kingdom into four parts, whereof one he committed Go vernment- 

of Edric, viz. Mercia, it not being as yet feafonable to lay hun afide. ^Eng¬ 
land he aflignedto Earl Turkill, Northumberland to Ire or Eric, and referved Weft 
Saxony as that which befog the ancient Poffeffion of theE^Line hadmoftrea- 
PunUheth the f on to bear refped: to it, to his own Care and Vigilance. Then the firft thing he 
Murtherers of did puniili fuch as had an hand in the death of Edmund, whom having dif- 

^r PredeCef - covered their wickednefs fo hope of Reward he kept clofe up, ^d now g ea, 
Aflembly of the People caufed to be put to death,. as thofe whom their own mouths 
condemned. Having thus fweetned his way, a Covenant 

the whole People now he made, which was confirmed by Oath and an Anmefty 
decreed for whatfoever had formerly paft betwixt the Nations. But this could not 
put him out of his fears fo long as Edwi Etheling lived, who was commonly cahj 
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Part IV. 


Scdh 11. fed King of the Countreymcn. Baniftment would not ferve his turn, but after"* 
rf”“;B, Reco nciluition toenftare himby his earnert Solicitations, he procured 
{ '"V be made away by thofe whom he had moft trufted. Edric now that his 
hand was m, advrfed himto put to death alfothe young Sons of EJmuaJ, the cli- 
t. ncult, as Simeon calls them, vk. Edmond and Edward ; but it being efteemed a 
ail< ? . wh ^ould Auch incenfe the People to have them mur- 
theied m England, within a while they were fentto the King of the Swedes there 
honotwithftanding the League and kindneFs betwixt him and 
C . U J?> abhorred the fadt, and by all his Intreaties could not be brought to com- 
k but conveyed themto Solomon King of the Hangar tans, by him to becare- 
iD f r °w fs °[ timein that retirement ended his life j 
t>4u |^ rof ** nr y the Emperour, by 

W r & are * of the Scots^ cbrijlina that turned Nun, and 
Kdgar Efhehng hereafter to be fpoken of. This is thfe Account given by the ge- 
aldiough there bea^PaJflage amongft the Laws of Ed- 
ZZ d M , ConfeJJour, which hints, that this Edward out of tear of Cnute, fled to 
one Malefclot King of the Rugtans, who both received him with honour, and be¬ 
llowed on him m Marriage a Lady of that Countrey. ’ 

He Marries. 4- Cnute having rid himfelf of all hisCompetitours, for the Sons of Ethelredbv 
Emma were efcaped into Normandy, and all others of the Bloud Royal he had ba- 
nifhed, thought he fliould much farther eflablifh his intereft by Marrying with 
E ”* m ^ which he effefted hi ^ following, concluding that it Would win him 
the hearts oftlie Peaple>_and take off the thoughts of her Brother Richard Duke 
9f Normandy, from the Sons foe had had by Ethelred, and he approved of the 
MatchTending over m July his Sifter into England. Being now arrived at the top 
his Expejftations he thought fit to remove the Ladder by which he mounted,- 
left it mould ferve the end of lome other Pretender. What ufe he had all along 
made of the Treachery of Dpke Edric has been fufficiently difeovered. Now ii> 
itead ot loving he abominated the man not fo much in hatred to his Vallany is 
lor his own preservation, imagining that he who had betrayed thofe who had fo 
welfdeferved of lnm, would not ftick to doe the lame by him a Foreigner, when 
there mould but a fufhcient temptation or opportunity prefent it felf. The former 
Treafon ferying his own ends, he loved, but hated the Traytour, becaufe in his 
deftruchon he doubted not but he would be ready to ferve the ends of others, and 
therefore refolvecl to make him away. It’s reported, that after he had procured 
limg Edmund to be flam in the manner before related, he came to Cnute, and bade 
Godfave him now the .onely King, to whom when he had told all the Story, the Henr. Hun. 

gre ^F *-P“ce°f Service he would make him higher tingd.ub.6. 
than all the Englijb Nobility. Remembring therefore that Promife, he caufed him 
in the time of Cbnjlmas to be Beheaded, and his Head to be fet upon a Pole oil 
the higheft Tower in London. Ingulphus the Abbat of Croyland, who lived in or 
near thofe very days, writes, that unfatisfi’d it feems with what had been done 
for him, he upbraided Cnute with his great fervices in betraying the two King 
Ethelred and Edmund and by his own Mouth being convkfted of Treafon, was 
as a Traytour hanged and thrown into the Thames. Later Authours in compli- 

Wrn nf rh?* that the King’s intentions of depriving 

Ipm oi the Mercian Dukedom, and upbraiding him with his Services, Cnute iwk 
to him with an angry Countenance, Traytour to God and to me, thou Ihalt die, 

In^rT n .T U i ,a - dU i S the f !° have flain *y Matter, my Confederate Brother 
and the Lord s Anointed, and thereupon caufed him to be Strangled in the Room 
ana otf^of thrown out of the Window over the Wall of the City into the Thames, where 
the Nobility to k* s Tl J n ? la y u hburied, his Head bring fixed on a Pole and fet on the higheft Tow- 
be executed, er, which as fome fay, Eric at the King’s command ft ruck off! Upon thisoccafion 

r'jSr thG u WCre fa ™ Ul f with Edric, or upon fome other jealousgrounds, 
as his Complices he put to death feveral other Noblemen, as Norman thl Son of 
the P f ^ et <***&*• Ethelward the Son of Duke Aglemar, 

■m& Bnhtric the Son of EIfege who governed Devon/hire, all reputed Innocent 
x erfons. For aft this he thought himfelf not yet fecure except he kept on foot 
aji Army, for the maintenance of Which, the following year, he foueezed out of 
all England feventy (fome fay eighty) two thoufand Pounds, befides fifteen thou- 
land out of the City of London. But no Ids than thefe feveriries could be expec¬ 
ted from an Ufurper and a Foreigner. After fome years he fent back his Army at , 

the Impor tunity of the Nobility, having by afevere Law made againft killing any Vlittn ^ a ‘ 
Danes, taken fecurity for the fafety of his Nation. 

5. Thefe 
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5-. Thefe things were done in the South,, while in the Northern Parts a Qparrel Se<£. 11 * 
arofe between Malcolm Son of Cyneth King of tlx Scots, and Ztthred the Son of 
Waldelf Earl of Northumberland, or rather his Succeflour Eric, for Ztthred was 
fas we have heard) flain by Cmte> two years before. The Rupture proceeded to 
a great War (as our Authour terms it) wherein on the part of the Scots, Euge¬ 
nios Calvus King of the Lutinenfes or Lotbians was ingaged ; but what the effeits 
of fo great a controverfie were, he doth not tell us. Cnute having united the En- 
glijh and Danes in one Government, though the belt Cement would be to frame 
their minds to the fame Laws and Cuftoms, for which purpofe he called a Con¬ 
vention to Oxford ; where both Parties agreed to obferve the Laws of King Edgar. 

Now he thought he had fo well fetled his matters here, that he might without 
v, .... . r any danger give a Viflt to his ancient and Native Kingdom of Denmark, whithef 
Znnark he failed the year following, being the third of his Reign, and continued there 
the whole Winter. The Archdeacon writes, that he led thither an Army of 
Etiglifb and Danes againft the Wandals, by which he mull mean no other than 
Swedes. That incamping near bis Enemies with intention not to fight till the 
next day, Godwin the Englijb General (jZonful he terms him) Without his know¬ 
ledge by Night fet upon them at unawares, killed marly arid put the reft to flight. 

When it was day the King imagining that the Engli/h Were either run away or 
had revolted to his Enemy, fet his Danes in order of Battel, and marched toward 
the Swedijb Camp, but here he found nothing btlt Bldud* Carkafles, and Plun- 
And beats the ^ -yyhichi thing caufed him exceedingly to prize the Englijb, (who by their 

valour procured their Captain ap Earldom and reriowri to thcmfelves) and hold biculuereigi- 
them in no lefs efieem than the Danes themfelves. In Spring he returned into En^ Jf n Jjg vic _ 
land, and in Eafltr Holy days held a great Council at Circefier, in which he banilh- toriam Con- 
ed Duke Ethelward or Edward as others call him. This fame year in the place 
of the Battel fought at EJfandune, which won him the Kingdom, he Was prefent Ducii f t iu au . 
at the Dedication of a Church which there he had caufed to be built as others in dem paray- 
At his return other places of the Fights he had been in. In this building he was affifted by Tur- 
baniftieth kilthe Earl, whom the year following, fufpedting it feems his power, he bartilhea p r £ 
taerltobli 0 ' out of England with his Wife Egttha. With Turkil others joyri Eric or Iric the Math.mjlm. 

1 Duke of Northumberland, a Dane alfo by defeent. As foon as they fet foot in 

Denmark, Matthew writes, that Turkil (who had been the procurer of the death 
of St. Elphege, and had firft perfwaded Swane to invade England) was killed by the 
Noblemen of the Countrey. But whether it was that thofe he banilhed and fent 
home, ftirred up the People againft him, or that being abfent his Authority was 
defpifed. Huntingdon writes, that in his ninth year he carried over another Ar¬ 
my into Denmark againft Vlf and Eilaf, who had got a great multitude together 
againft him both by Sea and Land, and now gave him fuch a Defeat, that of both 
Nations Englijb and Danes very many were loft. But others make this the fame 
expedition with the former. 

6. And indeed had his matters been fo much imbroiled now m Denmark he 
would not have caft his thoughts fo foon upon Norway, whence having intelligence 
that the People defpifed their King Olaus for his plainriefsand religious fimplicity, Simeon Du. 
he fent great fums of Money to make way for him, that rejetfting their true and SmS* 
natural Lord they fhould revolt and chufe him for their King. His Gold had fuch 
effedt Upon them, that not able to withftand the Operations thereof,- theypromi- 
fed him a good reception whenfoever lie would come, which the following year 
and the MXXY1II of our Lord he did, failing into Norway with fifty fhips. The 
Subdues Nor- King Olaus he drove out of tlx Colintrey, and then eafily fubdued it to his own 
Command* whither Olaus the yedr after returning to try the minds of the Revol- 
ters was flain by them with all his Followers- The year after his Conqueft he 
returned into England^ but not till the Feaft of St Martin was paft, where being 
arrived under a pretence of an Embafly, he fent intd Banifhment Hdcini a Dantjh 
Count, who had Married Gunilda his Neice by his Sifter and the Kirig <if the Wt- 
nidi. This man was grown fo powerfulland popular, that he flood in fear of be¬ 
ing killed or depofed by him, and thereupon he drove him td filch ftraits, that 
within Twelve months he either perifhed on the Sea, or elfe Was killed in the Ifle 
of Orkney. Such were his fears, fuch were the means he ufed to prevent what he 
feared, fparing neither fair nor foul, flicking at nothing hoW tinjuft foever, for 
fixing the Diadem on his Head. Now he had no occafion nor temptation to be 
bad, arid therefore refolved to be very good, and emirieritly religious* as fuch who 
have arrived at great wealth by griping and fordid Practices, many times think to 
make Heaven fatisfa&ion by dedicating fome of their ill gotten Goods to Religi¬ 
ous 
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Se(^ k u.ousUfcs. To Rome he will go tovifit the Tombs of the Holy Apoftles, a Pil -Simeon d„. 

grimage which would obliterate all Crimes whatfoever. On Sr. Peter the Prince mxxxl* 
journey to of the Apoftles, he confers very great gifts of Gold and Silver,, with other preti- 

Rsme - ous things. He procures from Pope John a Relaxation of all Tribute and Toll to 

the Englijh School there, both in his way thither and in his return gives large 
Alms to the Poor, buys off feveral Tolls and Impofttions laid upon Travellers ; 
and at the Sepulchre of the Apoftles, vows to God an amendment of his Life and 
Manners. So much are we told by that of Simeon and other Hiftories. 

7. In the Hiftory of the Monk of Malmesbury is extant an Epiftle which from 

His Fpiltie Rome it’s faid he wrote to Ailnoth or Egelnotbyhe Metropolitan, to Alfric of fork 

Written ft cm with all the Biiliops and Primates, and the whole Englijh Nation afwell Noblemen cbi*& 1v«-- 
1 cnLC ' as Plebeians. “ Herein he gives an account of his Journey, both the reafon o (pamfsuavo 
“ his undertaking it, how he was received at toe, what he had negotiated for rum mi, mho 
“ the benefit of his Subjects, and then gives directions and command to his Mttrotoiita- 
u Officers to doe all juftice and right to the People in his abfence. The thing he 
“ decreed he fays long before * but never could till now accomplifh what he omnibu/que 
“ had defigned for the pardon of his Sins, and die fafety of all his Subjects. He & 

“ fignifies that he was received by all the Princes who at that time were with Pope WToTigimi 
“ John folemnizing the Feaft of Eajler with extraordinary refpeCt and honour, Angimmum 
“ butefpecially by Conrade the German Emperour. That he had dealt with them ^amp'/dcis 
“ all about the concernments of all his People both Englijh and Danes, that their Jhiutem . ” 
“ paflage toward Rome might be more free and open; and had obtained that af- 
il well Merchants as others Ihould with all fafety pafs and repafs without any Toll 
“ or Impofition. He complained to the Pope that his Archbifliops paid vaft 
“ fumms of Money before they could obtain their Palls, which grievance by 
“ Decree was taken off. All thefe Immunities procured from the Pope, the Em¬ 
perour, King Rodulphus and all other Princes * through whofe Territories he Tra- * a moms 
veils were confirmed by Oath under the Teftimony of four Archbifliops, and 
twenty Bifhops, with an innumerable multitude of Dukes and odier Noblemen proximim 
that were prelent. “ Then follows a Thanklgiving to Almighty God, that what »»*• 

“ ever he had defigned in his Journey had profpcred. After this he defires it 
** may be published to all the World that having devoted his Life to Righteouf- 
“ nefs, and refolved to Govern the People fubjeCt to him in all Piety and juftice 
“ with a refpeCt to Equity in all particulars, in cafe any thing had flipped in his 

Youth which might juftly be taxed with Intemperance or Negligence, with 
“ the help of God he was ready to make for all fuch Extravagancies full amends. 

“ Therefore all his Officers whatfoever. Sheriffs or others, he charges that nei- 
“ tlier for fear of himfelf, nor out of favour to any other Perfon they pervert 
“ Juftice, not in refpeCl to himfelf becaufe there was no neceflity that by any un- 
“ juft exaClion there fliould be any Collection of Money. At laft after a great 
“ afleveration how much he ftudied the profit and convenience of his People, he 
“ adjures all his Officers before he fhould arrive in England they would procure 
“ all Debts to be paid due according to the Ancient cuftome, as Aimes for the 
“ Plough, the Tithes of all Cattle brought forth in the fame year, Peterpence, 

“ in Augujl the Tithes of Corn , and at Martinmas the firft Fruits of the fame 
“ called Curefcot, or rather Circefcot becaufe given to the Church. In cafe this 
“ were not paid before his Return he threatens to animadvert upon every one 
‘ according to the Laws. 

8. It’s not much that a Foreigner and Ufurper fhould mention the Laws ; for 
fuch having, though by lawlefs courfes, obtained the fecure Pofleflion of what they 
aimed at to gain the People, ufually both obferve the Laws of their Predeceflours 
fo far as they contradi«ft not their Ends and make themfelves very good ones. 

There be but two courfes, viz. abfolute Conqueft, and force with Sword and 

, Halter; or elfe fuch as may win and cajoll the People. The former is dangerous, 
and muft have a ftanding Army, and the Conquered muft be turned out of their 
Eftates, which are to be diftributed amongft the Officers and Souldiers ; the other Qmnej enirn 
more practicable and fiiitable to luch as have a mind to live at eafe. Efpecially Leges ab an- 
the Laws of King Ethelred he commanded under a Penalty to be kept, the lateft 
and moft fitting theprefent cafe and temper of the Nation, but whereas the Monk Yb Amecepire 
adds in all Ages or Times , he underftood not that pofitive Laws or Statutes muft fuo Ethehedo 
be changeable according to the mutability of the ftate and condition of a People. 

Beftdes the reinforcing of thefe former Laws, others he publifhed in his own Name, J e gu muia* 

as we lhall fee in another place. From Rome he went to Danemark , and thence 

at this time Casfome would have it} pafled into Norway and expelled Olaus xht ^r/prlc^L 

King, Mahmsp.' 


'—- Kin p: but better Computers place this ACtion four years before. At ; his return Sedt IX* 

he lent hi? time in building £nd repairing Monafteries and Churches, which with yVN 
■'he Monks the Wtitert ofthofc times hath fo far repaired his Fame mid Efteem 
tint riotwithftanding all his violence and injuftice, nay notwithftanding he \vas 
' the Deprived of on?of their Saints, Ring Wm, and the Procurer of his D^th, 
f if not immediately by fending Aflafliriates to murther him, as fome have Writ-, 
ten vetm^diatelybyprocurirl the Rebellion, and reducing him into the hatred . 
of his pLX) they Mt& him with a very fair character. Nay fome teft us that 
Adds Scot- for his Piety he was rewarded with another Kingdom, •*«*■ that 
land to his appears f rom Matthew of Wejlminfipr, at this, time depended on this of Eugfajfat 
Dominions. PP h the Sc0ts now Rehelled, and that upon that Qccafton he led his Ar¬ 
my thhherwhere he eafily Conquered Malcolm the King, with two other Regale 

which Huntingdon mention^ by the Names of KIs 

paffaaes in the Ecclefiaftical Affairs of thefe times it ajfo appears that Wales was if 
fuWel to himasit had been formerly to his Predeceflours, although one Rttbe- 
S was ftXd Kingof all Wales , by which thisonely was meant that there were 
feveral other Petty Kings which ackowledged his Superiority. But if the Kingdom 
him fox his Piety, that of Heaven followed pot long alter, 
for within two ylirs he Died on the twelfth of November at Sbaftsbury , and was 
S Tm,°heZ in the Old Monaftery after he hadJtag-d ™entyT^rs. 

It cannot be denied tut that he was a Magnificent Prince, bountiiuiltotftto Relx. 

Bious Men and the Poor, even of other Nations. His fouit was that te-rapid 

never have been fo Magnificent or Bountifnll,butthat;he ciune to that greatnels by 

Inditea means. His method and means were bad; but few that hveobumed 
Crowns fo uniuftly have managed their Power once obtained with fo much Juf. 
tice'and Humanity; fo that well may he bear away the Title generally given 

“uS he m^rhe better deferve if that Story be true which is com-' 
mo 9 nly told of his fenfiblenefsof his own Meannefs as a Man and Inscribing 

for three things efpeciaUy- The fecond was the dimimihing or abating 

sS ,\ndlrtlm“efgrew‘ to be Sigh he 

art under my Dominion, and the Land where 1 fi • » , . therefore that 

who without due punijhment Jhall refift my comma* s. f cloaths nor th Limbs 

g St D rtsaf r iSf5 r?r a? .-s'.SiS 
“Ss 1 ; sssst iS".t — 1 -* **■ 

°''io. enute by Algiva of Northampton ^ ^^cubme the ®aug^er 

Alfelm had two Sons, whereof one was calif fe,f a 5 if to conceal her 

v as the current opirnon went, though fome ^ ora -Woman MAwlk 

Barrennefs, the former fhe had procured from a P the'Relift of ^ Matt. 

Servant) and the latter from the Wife ofSS 4 

King Ethelrede which he feenis to h^e an d>a paugbter 

oth^s call Algiva Queen, he had a SonNzmed 

gredt Beauty called Gwdhilda , married by her Broth . Emperour 
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Sea. i i. Emperoiir of Germany Before his Death it’s faid that he appointed S^n T^bTT"-‘ 

5 mg ^Ntirway, Hardecnute King of Danemarky and to Harold affigned the Kine. ' Duntlnu 
t om °Lr% la *r x ? ut thls feems no ways probable that he would feparate the 
Son of his dearly beloved W ife fo for from her, efpecially if that be true, which 
fome have written, that he formerly promifedto leave the Crown of England to 
fuch Ifiue as he Ihould have bv her. However Harold by means of the Danes p, 
and the Citizens of London (whom Malmesbury writes to have been almoft bwi&Lm- 
A conteft a- jgenerated into Barbarians by their continual intercourle with the mi donia civtl 1 

bout the Sue* and afterward by mjuftice obtained the Englijh Crown,but not till after much con- ffiS£? 
cei ion. tentioh. For each Pretender endeavoured to ftrengthen himfelf with Friends and rum mores 
Forces:: as Earl Leofric with the Danes and Londoners flood for Harold • fo moQ. proptn 
of contended for EJ^rJ the Son of King EthelreJ, and fome for JFtarSTZ. 

deenutethe Son of Cnute by Queen Emma. No expe&ation was there but of a De 
great War to follow, which caufed multitudes of People (who had not yet for- 
go.*e dreadfidl waftea made by the Donijh Inrodes) to quit their HabStions, 
and betake themfelves into watrifh and fenny places where they thought the E- ln ^ ul t hus - 
.gmy either could not or would not purfue them, particularly to the Monafterv Malm,b ' 
^% c fp land where they caufed fuch a difturbance that the Religious of the Place 
could neither meet in the Church, nor in their Refe&ory. All feemed now to 
tend to a daughter, when by the Interpofition of fome of the more fober fort 
Advice was given to the Heads of all the Fadfions to meet and hold a Confutation 
to prevent the effufion of Chriflian Bloud. The place appointed was Oxford 
Which U en- ^ he ^ e ^ e " t ^ e X i ‘|® cientI y. debated the matter by the Major part it was at laft 
ded. t ^ t . tlie Kingdom ihould be divided betwixt Harold and Hardecnute , 

fo that Harold fhould have all the Countries lying Northward From the Thames , 
RovJnces Wlt ^ ^ dj>ndon » anc * Hardecnute enjoy all the Southern 


ii. Hardecnute s difadvantage was that at the time of his Father’s Death he 
was m Danemark, whither he was fent to order matters, and by his entercourfe 
to gam the affaftions of the People, and indeed he feems to have been designed 
by rus Father both to the Succeflion of the one Kingdom and the other Ha~ 
roldtQok his opportunity to gain Friends, and fome think that at firft he was 
h y a Prevalent Party, but Hardecnute arriving e’er he had con¬ 
firmed his Poffcflion, tins Agreement was made betwixt them for dividing the 
KfwWout- 5 ^°“* 'S 1Ch J et ?^ Hardecn f e 's Affairs called him back into Danemarky and 
ing his Bro. ft®. a £ a Jf Harold taking an advantage at his Abfence, being already in Poflef- 
ther,fetsu p jjon of the greatefl: part, feized upon ail. But whether in this juncture of Af- 
or imfeif. fairs Hardecnu/e returned into England or wasabfent all the while, Harold got 
c r .j ° e Kin § a ^ ence °* Danes t the Londonersy and now at length 
Godwin created for his former Services in Danemarky Earl of Kent, who being 
Drofeff P H n £??f 0f caning, at the beginning of the Conteft had 

aflout Champion of Emma and her Children, but now upon 
^ SI « 8 Y he f» ^vcdjo fwim with the ftream, or was wrought upon 
v % ar0 \ who “^e as if he would Marry one of his Daugh- 

Nobilitv fHp d i the M e S y ^ ck r clofe to the Children of Emma, and though the 
A^chSLn^f i Wt 1 I f arold \ {“““ch contended for them, that Egelnoth the 
°f Canterbury refufed the Office of Crowning him, proleffing that 
didion toanv the fai< ^ C ^ ildr ? n hved he would never give his Affent or Bene- 

had ? 5 ? * and 1 affirnung (as fome write) that Cnute on his Death-bed 

the AlSfXn? th . em to his care and fidelity. The Enhgns of Royalty he laid upon 
a r d T cins a r Curf f a S auift his Brethren the Biffiopsin caie any of them 
j U }‘J £ i e . lvcr . them to Haroldy and inhibiting him from medling with fuch things 
Gnd^h^uT-O? thority ta £ in S them awa y which he hfd Amended m 
^ Yet for aU this was he Crowned, for we cannot bm 

mtion A h hu^ ^wedon their Monaftery the Robe of his Coro- 

hisXeatT™^ notwithftanding all this adoe overcome either by 

writes %etwe P S!^S ^ rform f d 0 tI } e Ceremony, tliough one of his Succeflhurs 
Roilf Or nZtl u aiBr ™- J ° thers WjI1 have him Eleifted King without the 
Koyai Ornaments, but herem they are not to be credited. 

Peonl havifl g fe c ur cd now, as he thought, his-Royal Eftate, fo far as the 

and P otherffo ff eme ^ii wl ? lch / sh *f* tell true, he had by means of Godwin 
and others fo far cajolled, that from being King of the Mercians and Nortbum- 

fb nr na 0 ^ ed i er Wlth ^ Nobility, they chofehim to Reign through ah England, 
tbjmingHardecnuteyWho it was pretended,though fent for,would not return out of 
* Danemark ) 


* Ipje dedif 
ftionajfcrio 
noflro Chla- 
irydem corn- 
ntuionis fine 
defirieo aurc+ 
ijquefloribus 
intextam, 
quarts pcflca 
Secretariat 
cemmutavit 
in cappam, 
&c. 

\ Parker its 
Antiq. Brit. 


5^Tli. Coutemp. with the Con(lantino p. Rm.Emf. Harold ._ J. 49_ 

end Rivals. Emm or JlgUa, as te calltejte f cft heI . £ the 

Sllfont^adllfearprlfFeaual^mt*™ 

Normandy how matters pafled, could n : nfn Enplane! they come with afplen- 
be the principal Adours in th^Kevohrtions: mto^£^^»« mey come^w^^^p^^ 

did attendance of Normans r, and ha - . £ar j Q 0 dwiny Alfred falls Simeon Du- 

Biit palling through Kenty the Charge and ^ to Undon t othe King n '!™£ adAr “ : 

into his hands, and then pretending C i t ^ c i 0 f e Cultody : Godwin affirming it 63 ‘ 

who had fent for him, is ftoppedandputinto clofeCultoc^ ^ & 

was dangerous under pretence of Kin » followe g fome be put into Chains, of 

a M-iflacre of of a crafty Fves^ofMothers cut off the Hands and Feet, and many he 

the Normans, fome he putout the Eyes, of oti ,«• f u e : r skins over their Ears, ofo- 

caufed to be fold fome he tortured by pdUng their ^^ver . be 

^■93i!S , SS^jasigt^ 

various and mifo-abli. deatis.iixn wt Kat was done, thinking that too 

write, that he one V fpared one w ren,_and after m* d am “ ngft the 

others was fent away to the Ifle of £/j, where he was fcarcely landed, when^ _ 
others, was y f his Head, which done, he was led to ham us fin- 

52 ** if it was procured and un,cred in by the «^ 

icutorer in his Power, who omitted no Arts whatfoever to gam the chiel 

xs rs,.-. s. a * 

time Ihe there ftaid. 

K k 
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Sect. ii. 14- After two years ihe was vifited by her Son Hardecmte out of Denmark, and 
they comforted themfelves as well as : they could with, hopes of better Fortune, 
that either the Hearts of the Englijh would relent, or that the Ufurper would by 
fome other means end either his days or his Reign, in which they were not 
much beguiled. Harold on this fide the water, as much incouraged him- 
lelf in his hopes ftrengthened by prelent and adual pofieffion, the main point 
in the cafe, and refolved to omit nothing, which now they were gone, might ferve 
to keep them out. For this purpofe he provided himfelfof a Fleet, the onely Bull- 
wark of the Ifland, for the furnilhing of which to fixteen Ihips every Port pay’d 
Eight Marks of Silver, as had been done in his Father’s days, as writes Henry the 
Archdeacon of Huntingdon. Hereby he inccnfed the minds of the Englijh againft 
him, which the Weljh it teems perceiving, or for fome other reafon, began to be 
fo unruly that fome ftirs happened thereupon, wherein many of the Englijh No¬ 
bility were (lain, by name Edwin Brother to Earl Lecfric , Turkil and Algeat the 
Sons of EJfi, both of them great men, and many others. But thefe things could 
not accomplilh the hopes of the banilhed, which was left to be done by death, 
luvold dicj. Harold dying lliortly after when he had reigned four years, and as many Months. 

Some fay he died at London, fome at Oxford • but lie was to be fure buried at 
Wejlminjler. Henry Knighton ftrangely writes, that he had a Body like an Hare, iftekml&u 
lie means furely hairy like that Creature, and thence was called Harefoot, which 
firname others derive from.his fwiftnels of foot. Erompton the Abbat of Jomal 
gives him this Character, that in all regards he degenerated from the worth of “‘‘chatur 
his Father Canute (but others fufpefted him not to have been his Son) for he 
was altogether carelefs both as to matters of War and Peace, onely he would gp*ub. i. c. 7 . 
purfuehisown Will, and what was misbefeeming his Royal Eftate, chofe rather Ee comyd f"- 
to goe on foot than ride, whence for the lightnefs and fwiftnefs of his Feet he cdfifSm 
was called Harold Harefoot. He being dead, the Nobility with which now the pede Ubentihs 
Londoners joined, fent meflengers to Hardecnute Hill at Bruges, with his Mother, 
intreating him to come, and receive the Crown as his Right. Hereupon he haf- ^SnbSnJt 
ted into Denmark, there to fettle his matters, which done with fixty Ihips, and ma- t ro ? ter levit.u 
ny Soldiers he came over in AuguJl, and landing at Sandwich was chearfully recei- 
ved, and both by Englijh and Danes admitted as King. dulHarefotJ 

SSST 15 ' Har<lecmte began bis Reign over England, in thefixth year of Michael conu ?™ iter 
the Fourth, the Paphlagonian Emperour of Conjlantinople , the fecond of Henry hnuf apf ' 
firnamed the Black , Emperour of Germany, in the Reign of Henry King of the 
Franks, A.D. 1040. Having obtained the Kingdom he did little worthy of his 
condition, or the place he bare, but made them advantages onely to gratify his 
«hSwMS" exorbitant Pafiions. The firft thing was to be revenged on Harold, lor the In- A , frmmEho 
therers of his juries ottered to himfelf and his mother, whole Body he caufed to be digged up racenjem Ar- 
Brothcr Ai- by Alfric Archbifliop of Fork, Earl Godwin and others, the Head to be cut offj and cbie f- Godmi ' 

f both it and the Trunk to be call firft into a Ditch or Privy, and then into the syrm^Z 3 

Thames , where being caught in a Filhermans Net, it was by fome of his Relations Domus, Edri- 
conveyed to land and buried in a burying place of the Danes, which conftant Tra- cumdi JF n f a r 
ditionaffirms to be this Church and Church-yard of St. Clement without Tem-finmca™iji- 
ple-Bar , in which Parilh we refide at the v/riting hereof. Following on this cem & alios 
Courfe of Revenge (which fome Ryle piety to his Kindred) he defervedly deprived Jg TJ%F~ 
Living Bilhop of Worcejler,\vl\o had an hand in theMurther of his Brother Alfred, Londoniam 
but then again within a year, was bought off with money and reftored him. Godwin ip ^ ms 

that cunning Earl was glad to buy his Peace with a Gaily excellently rigged, tfSnStS 

having a guilded Stemm, furniflied with all all conveniences both for War and gromm preji- 
Pleafure, and manned with Eighty choice Souldiers, every of which had upon C sim J> Diwef» 
each Arm a Golden Bracelet weighing fixteen Ounces, with Helmet and Corflet ad An. max. 
gilt as was the Hilt of the Sword with which he was girt, a Danijh Scimiter a- 
dorned with Silver and Gold hung on his left Shoulder, in his left hand he held 
a ihield, the Bofs and Nails of which were alfo gilded, and in his right a Lance, 
which in the Language of the Englijh was called A Tegar. But this would not 
ferve his -turn except he alfo took an Oath, that Prince Alfred had not his 
Eyes put out by his advice or defire, but therein he merely obeyed Harold, 
at that time- 4 iis Lord and Mafter, together with mod of the Nobility of the 
Land. 

Lays a great At the fame time he thus animadverted upon fuch as had been cruel to his 

Tax upon die Relations, he incurred the high difpleafure of the People by a Tax he laid up- 
Coumrey. on t } iem} f or the payment of eight Marks to every Rower in his Navy, and 

twelve to every Officer, a burthen that fcarcely any could bear, which caufed 

thc-le 


—- - tH cfc svhoT^ocured his Advancement Wore^ them Hoover he 

exacted the Tax with all rigo^imploy^ ^^roughout theXand, where- 
or hisHoulliold Servants, in g c M 0 A i Fidd r and Turjlan , having fled into a cmnes Regni 
of the Worcejlerjhire Men flew two 

Tower belonging-to a Monaftery oftlm^. P^ 

at their death, lent to revenge 1 -m^ bthets with great Forces*" ahd ! of- fat tnbutum. 

Weft: Saxons,. Siwari of the ^tbmbryans^.^ ahd Vfte the GqMtrSf 
ders to kill all the men, to plun a- y the^'hl^teenth of'. Ftovemhr 

Waftc* Wer. round about. On tke Ev^g P^c - :&Aftttirand fpbiling both City and Cbuii- 
tejier/hieT. gan their, ipjoyned work, andcontm ** ^habitants•tiiemfelveskheyr'could ; 

trey for four days together... fAr'themfelves every-way-as theY SJ b6uld, 

lay hands on, the Cotmtreymen Cutting -little Ifland in the Severn called' BerJe*- 
and the Citizens b«i!ong (to 1 i ^ their Guard till then Oppofe 

rege, which they fortified, t | iemt o return home in Peace, which 

tired outmade Peace with them, and beino . burnt, the Army retreated 

yet was not done till on the fifth y ffcv( J ity fjardeemte (as.ifhehadlpent. 

But is kind ro loaded Math Plunder. After * . beaaI f to be good natur’d. For lhortly 

Edvard *nd his Gall and evacuated his iU humo ^a ) p Brot her, the Son of Ethelred and 
g,M> his f he gave kind entertainment to Ed tf orma ndy. To his farther com- 

5dtcr - Emma, who now returned*preferring her to 
mendation he took good care / She was a Lady of admirable beau- 

be the Wife of Henry the Ger ^,^P e ^ U ^ een courted by feveral Lovers. Her 
ty, and in her Fathers time ha<d m va ^ t h e Nobility both accompa- 

Brother fet her ^ to the Expences as much as every one 

nying her to the Ship, and contributing to ^ i* f urn ilh. But Covetoulhefs 
could bear, befides what the King s ^ efpecially in Feafting he much de- 

wasnot his crime m ex j rav fS ar }f ft 5 ^ ? NsSirt, which Huntingdon attributes 
lighted. Four Mealsa he allowed « h ^^ ou i dbe tdkenaway untouched 
to his bounty, rather, hefiu*, J^, ere not invited lhoutd complain for 

from fuch as were invited, than tltn e iSj either out of Covetouf- 

want of Visuals ; whereas the cuftome for great I nento allow their 

nefs. or (ns they d ^ A s Hardest' lived foie died in his Moved 

Followers but one Meal a day. vvhich with great pomp and Luxury 

Then dies at trade of feafting at Lamleth g^I & ^ fj obleman> and 6i/^ the 

a Fealt. wasfolemmzed betwixt Tovy f t L at Nation. As he was very jolly 

Deughter of Of^Clafa afome of the Company, hcfdldown 

of his Age> wten he had 

and Drunkennefs fucceeded. &at as he ^ might have been ad- 

though he was born in England ,^ ari p Countrey, ybt out of Sympathy 

dided to the Inhabitants and Cuft oms of t ou . y J fuff * ered th e m m oft 
with their humour did he moft aftedtio ^ ^th ^ >^ 7 ,^ an EngU jb ma n chronic, foh. 

The Danes infolently to domineer ® n g A not fa a foot till the Dane was paf- c | 

dommeer over « n a Br id ge , the Englijh man durtt not 1 did not bow the Head m 

ie n Z 1 '■ u f ed over . If an manwhene by m no^ Q he 

“ an humble manner, his head ^ Knyghton the Canon of Leicefler EdmonuBte* 

“ ffiould be foundly Baftinadod lf^a^ ^ c that upon every 

may be credited this Governour, whence forne^* 

Englijh Family lie impofed a whic h fignifies a Dullerly Idle 

have believed that the word rav iil ie d their Wives, deflou- 

Felloiv. Thefe Danes received into them H , ^ ^ ny othef Yffiames 

red their Daughters and their Maids without the Enqlijh Nation. The 

they committed to put A ^on« d^c P ^ ^ J EflgliJh formerly 
. fame Crimes, Luxury J Dornin ation over them, were 

were guilty, and which procured them Kuie ana h aflges of Kingdomsand 

no^ come to an height "^**g££* Revolufon Not 

“ wXll’fe aid are pdwerfnU Motrves, firth ^ 
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as will make even the Lame man to find his Legs, and the Coward to grow va- 
liant. Not. able to bear the continual Indignities and burthen put upon them, 
they took this opportunity tofhake off the yoak, reafliimed fome Courage and 
gathered together (faith mine Authour) a great Army, which was called How- 
■ *eher, from one Howne who firft gave the Advice and was their Captain in the 
But at length Eo.terprize. Many Danes they flew ? and the reft they banifhed out of England, 
wertmoft of (that i^ luch as they had moft caufe to be angry with, for that Multitudes had 
them banilh. imbpdied themfelves with the Ehglifb Nation and ftill continued, efpecially in 
the Eaftern and Northern parts is evident enough) whither they never after¬ 
ward^ returned, when they had here tyrannized by times for above two hun¬ 
dred and fifty years, and ofthefe been poflefled of the Supreme Power or Roy¬ 
alty^.twenty fix. 



SECT. xn. 


"The Monarchy of the Englijb Saxons reftored in Britain. 
.From the Promotion of Edward the Son of Ethelred, 
(afterward firnamed the Confeflour) to the Death of 
Harold the laft King of the Engliih Race, the final 
Period of the Englijb Saxon Empire, and the Conquefh 
of Fngland by Duke William the Norman. 

the fpace of two and twenty Tears, Six Months, and odd Days. 


SecV. i 2. *• / 'He Englijb being rid of the Danes , refolved to have no King but of 
A their own Native Race, and having fb good an opportunity to difeharge 
their Refolution, by reafon that Hardicnute died Childlefs, agreed to pitch upon 
one of the Pofterity of their late King Ethelred. The generality of Hiftorians 
concur as to Edward his Son by Emma, that their eyes were fixed upon him, yet 
Henry of Huntingdon tells a Story of Alfred his Brother, as if he were ftill alive 
in Normandy>, and was now fent for by the Nobility, whom the concurrent Te- 
flimony of others affirms to have been before this blinded and imprifoned in the 
Edward made Ifle of Ely. Moft of our Writers will have Edward preferred by the means and 
K <rft b aceof P rocuremen t of Earl Godwin efpecially, yet fome others tell a Tale, that Godwin VldeC Jf ni - 
Lri Godwin, -for. fear of life, as Confcious of what he was guilty of in reference to the Relati- jsromon. 
ors of Edward was fled into Denmark and returned not till he was owned as King, 
and held a Parliament in the City of London , by Mediation whereof he obtained 
pardon. But in this cafe we have beft reafon to truft to the * Teftimony of In- * Pojl ejus 
gulphas , who himfelf lived in this Edward's days, and writes exprefly that h \s°^ itun J omnt ~ 
Promotion happened by the Advice and Perfwafion of Earl Godwin, f William of '™Ed»ddm 
Malmesbury after him, the Authour of moft credit, gives us the Relation in this Concordats , 
manner. Hardicnute being dead, Edward was at a great lofs in himfelf, not . 

knowing what way to turn him, or what courfe to take, but at laft refolved toJSSS,* 
call himfelf oponthe Counfel and Fidelity of Earl Godwin, who being fent to for efc. 
a friendly Conference for fome time fluctuated in his thoughts whether he fhould 
own him or not, but at length was content to fpeak with him. “ Edward get- lib. t 
ting Accefs, was about to fall at his feet, which when he would not fuffer, c - * 3 * 

** i le told him the fad Story of his Brother Hardicnute's death, and with great 
Promiles craves his afliftence for his fafe return into Normandy. Godwin gives 

“ him 
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- « him this unexpected anfwer, that he had better live glorioufly a King in Eng- Sedt 1 2 - 

« W^an Motninioufly in Exile; that the Crown did of right belong m 
« him, as the Son of: Ethelred and Nephew of Edgar, one who was of ripe| Age* 

« inured to Labour, and who had learnt by experience how to order publick Af- 
« fairs with Juftice, and had been taught by his own late aftUChons how tore- 
« m ove and prevent the miferies of his People. To bring, this about there would 
be no obftacL for if he would but truft him, he fhould find that his Intereft was 
very great in the Land. He told him that Fortune would be favourable to his In¬ 
clinations which way foever they. tended, and if he took it upon liim he was 
&“’wodd be none to contract. On condition be would eftabldh a faft 
Friendfhip with him and his Houle, prefer his Sons, and marry his Daughter, he 
fhould fhortly fee himfelf a King, who now as one Shipwrackt in lus Fortuny 
and a Man Banifhed from aU Expectations, implored the help of another 

Ve f l SAm n rsCtSi at this time was fuel), as not to rej eft fo, &ir Propofals, but 
agree to every thing, and comply with the ftate and condition of the times ^ 
XrfcverheLvurfdhe promileS by Oath. GcM” was a.Man fitted byNa 
ture for managing fuch a Bufinefs, having a very fmaoth and pleafont Tong e, 
fo copious and eloquent, that he could work upontfie affe<ftions of the People, 
infinuate whatfoever he defired, and draw them with.eafe to thing, w hich 
he could but defign. He procures a Council to bp Summoned to GrlUngham 
(fome Copies have it London ) and there fome he p^rfwades ^ own Autho¬ 
rity fome by promifes, and others inclined before to favour Edwards Caufe, he 
fuUy brings Over to his Party, the reft that made oppofiuon, wero overpowered 
at prefen? difgraced, and afterward hurried out of the Land. On Ef cer d J 3 > 
who h wliichthis year fell on the third of April, he was Crowned at Winchejler by the 
Crowned at two Archbishops, Edfi of Canterbury, and Alfric of Tork, affifted with other Pre- 
mnehefier. . of whom, Living Bifhop of Worcejler, contributed very much to the bring¬ 

ing about this defign. ^Thus was the Empire of the Englijb reftored to the £*- 
oUfh Royal Bloud, and the People fo unexpectedly delivered from the_A»z^ TV 
• fanny were exceedingly fatisfied, yet fUll making a way for another Revolution 
which theylittle imagined to be fo near. . Betwixt the Death of Hardicnute and 
the Coronation of Edward, intervened about ten Months, the one happening m 
W and the other in April following, fo that this alteration required fome con- 
fider’able time, and probably found as confiderableoppofition, 
great power of Earl Godwin. Thi^Promotion of Edward, if we reckon no Inter 
feTum^nd begb his Reign where Hardicnute s ended, fell out in the firft year of 
Conjiantinus Monomaclius, Emperourof Conjlantinople, ^f ecton 

ger the German Emperour, in the year of cur Lord MXULBut ft w e rec ^ n 
from his Coronation, his beginning is to be fetcht from the year, next fol 

l0 TI*W the creature of GoJmn, after his Advancement, conformed himiaf 
_ ,. wholly to his Dictates and Advice. The firft thing he did, was to Feize cn the 
S Mother? Treafure of his Mother Emma, then at Winchejler. The Caufe pretended was, 

Treafure. tha t flie had been harfh to him in the time of lusbanifhment ^dneceffiues j 
and indeed, file is thought to have born no great f 

his Children; but Godwin however feems to have been the Inft^erofths^Indig 
nation into the Kings, mind, bearing her malice for concerning her lelf, about die 
cruelty exercifed toward her Son Alfred. Simeon writes exprefly, that 
did it by advice of Leofric, Godwin and Giward, who accompanied hpnfrom 
Glawom of Glocefter to Winchejler, where coming 

away from her whatfoever Gold, Silver or Jewels fhe had theaaBDUt her ^to 
which Relation, Matthew of Weftminjler adds, that^he y et n co ™^ d jiSnce 
fliould be fupplied with Neceffanes, and be free from all farther dilturtonce 
which how tar it was obferved, we fhaft fee anon. But Anions 

were towards his Mother, Godwin would take care he fhould deal feii-ly With hun, 
in the marrrigeof his Daughter Editha or Egitha, which about this nmefre^procu- 
And marries red to be SolemnizeAThe Lady indeed for her perfe^o^tethmwd ^do™^ 

on^iirn^ a ifcrein we^may'si^ctodhtto ^I^tdphw^E Ab^^^^^lmewhervery 
weii andreffifies that^wusmoft beauufuft, moftebafte and vertuou| du¬ 
ally humble, and very weft feen in humane Learmng, favouring noth ng of the 
rudenefs either of her Bather. or Brothers, but nuld, moddl, ferirMl smd ho- 
neft, never doing any ill Offices, fo that it became a Proverb, that as a 


And marries 
Godwin's 
Daughter. 
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12 dives a Rofe, fo Godwin begJt Egitha. When he was a School-boy, and came Sicut fpi M 
to fee his Father, then living at Court he faith he met her very often, , and die 
would often oppofe him of his Leffbn, both in Grammar and Logick, wherein Godwi- 
fhe was very expert, and when by her fubtile arguing Ihe .had non-plus’d him; 

{lie would order her Maid to give him money, and not difmifs him till he had 
alfo filled his Belly with good chear, thus Ihe obliged him: but though ihe did 
this to him when a Boy he wrote not the {lory till he was Abbat and an Aged 
Man. 

4. Edward thus fetled in the Throne, yet thought not liimfelf fecure as long as 
He banifhes an y eminent Perfons of the Danijh Bloud continued in the Land. He ba- sinwan ad Am 
D.i«i/iNo- e niihed Gunhilda, the Daughter of Wortgern ( King of the Vandals fay fome) and 1044 .Ala. 
biiity. the Siller of King Cnute, married firfl to Haem, and then to Harold both Earls,but 

How a Widow,and with her her two Sons Hemmung and Turkill were alfo lent away. 

They firfl: went to Bruges in Flanders , and thence afterward proceeded into Den¬ 
mark. But while he thus as he thought prevented ftorms at home, a Tempeft had Simeon ad An. 
like to have fallen upon him from the North, where Magnus King of io 4 S. 
Norway, the Son of Holy King Olane to revenge, it feems, the Injury done here to 
his Father in the Days of Cnute, prepared to invade England. Edward to fecure 
himfelf provided a llrong Fleet which lay expecting Magnus in Sandwich Rode, 
but Swane King of Denmark , though he had no reafon to befriend the Englijh 
who had fo lately'expelled his Countreymen, yet to hinder the growth of his 
next Neighbour, diverted him by making an Inrode into his Kingdom. This 
procured fuch feuds betwixt thefe two Northern Kings, that Magnus in revenge 
the year following entred Denmark, whence he quite expelled King Swane, and 
made himfelf Lord of the Countrey. Now Swane fent his Ambafladours to King 
Edward, hoping he would return fuch a kindnefs as he had received from him 
when he was in danger. Godwin was for fupplying him with a Fleet of fifty Vef- 
fels both to requite Swane , and to give a check to the Succefs and Ambition of 
Magnus, and the thing had heen done but for the oppofition of Earl Leofric and 
others,' who thought it fafer the King ihould fit frill and be a looker on than per¬ 
haps difoblige the Conquerour, and bring danger upon himfelf. And whereas 
Swane had formerly indeed by the Inrode he made into Denmark , done that which 
tended much to the repofe of England , yet feeing he took his meafures from his 
own Intereft not that of Edward he could not take it amifs, that Edward alfo 
Ihould freer hiscourfe by the fame compafs. 

5-. And their Counfel had this effeeft, that as Magnus during his Life (all which 
he enjoyed the Kingdom of Denmark) offered no more to attempt any thing up¬ 
on England, fo Harold Harvager his Uncle and Succeffour, afloon as he came 
to the Crown fent Ambafladours to Edward, and made a League and Alliance 
with him. Thus above ground there was nothing but quiet and ferenity,when with¬ 
in the -Earth happened on Mayday being Sunday a great motion and concuflion, at 
Worcefter, Derby and many other places. A great mortality of Men, and a Mur¬ 
rain amongft Cattel followed, and Fires in the Air, or thofe Meteors which be¬ 
ing kindled are called Ignes fatui, in Derbyjhire and other Countries burnt many 
Engages with Villages and much Standing-corn. But while. Edward was free from Wars at 
Mrour^rlnft H° me » * ie was ingaged by the Emperour Henry the following year againft Bald- 
2fo/X/»Earl win d ie Ead of Flanders , with whom he had a quarrel about a Palace of his 
of Flanders. Countrey, which the Earl had fired. Pope Leo and Swane the King of the Danes simemadAn. 
he had to alfift him by Land,and left Baldwin Ihould efcape by Sea he procured the 1049. 

King of England to fecure the Coafts, which he did, lying fo long with his Fleet 1Vig ~ 
before the Port of Sandwich , till he had an intelligence that an Agreement was ° ‘ 
made betwixt them. In the mean time Swane the Son of Earl Godwin , and whom 
fome make Earl of Berkjhire, Oxfordjhire and Glocefterfhire, having formerly 
been banilhed, or at leaft left the Land, for having defloured Edgida the Abbefs 
of Chejler whom he would have married, came back from Denmark with eight 
lhips, pretending a great defire to be reconciled to the King. Beorn an Earl, and 
his Coufin German the Son of Z>lf a Dane undertook to make his Peace. The 
War being at an end betwixt the Emperour and Earl Baldwin, this Beorn and 
Godwin who commanded the Fleet with forty two lhips, by the King’s leave were 
removed to P even fey, the reft of the Navy, except what the King kept with 
him, being difmifled. To Pevenfey Swane comes and folicits his Coufin Beorn, 
according to his promile, to carry him to the King, then lying at Sandwich and 
obtain his pardon; Beorn miftrufting nothing becaufe of their Confanguinity rea¬ 
dily went with him attended onely by three Servants, but he having brought 
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' him to Bofenham where his lhips lay at -Anchour* and having carried him aboard Sed:. i 2 

caufed him firfl: to be bound faft, and keeping him till he came to Dertmouth, 
there he murthered him, which done he caft his Body into a deep.Ditch, and co¬ 
vered it with abundance of Earth. Six of Swane $;lhips the Inhabitants of Haf- 
■ tings took, and killing all the Men they found aboard them, carried them to 
Sandwich to the King. With the other two he fled into. Flanders, where he conti¬ 
nued till fuch time as JldredS ilhop of Worcefter brought him back and reconci¬ 
led him, for all this, to, the gentle King. 

6 . Crimes of this, nature were at this time blit too common and too htUe pu¬ 
nched, fuch was the wickednefs of the Englijh Nation which now fell again into 
fecurity,though the late dreadfulIRod was but juft removed from their backs. Nay 
it was at this very time again > as it were lhaken over them. For Qfgod clapa being 
it feems banilhed with his Wife , as well as other Danes, had got together nine 
and twenty lhips, with fix of which taking his Wife from Bruges he failed into 
Denmark, the reft went to the CoaftsofE/fex,where doing very much harm m their 
return they were feized with a mighty Tempeft,. and loft but two, which being 
driven into , foreign parts were feinted* and the men put to the Sword. But not 
The Sea-coaft onely were they piitin mind hereby of the Danijh Cruelties more lately pradcued, 
h infefted by but by fomething then happened on the other fide of the Wand of the old Devai- 
• rations made upon thefe parts by the Irijh Scots, but here was the difference, that 
whereas formerly the Britains were fufferers, now. they were become Actours 
with them. For, as Florent of Worcefter writes, this fame year in the Month ol 
Augufl, certain Pirates from Ireland with thirty fix lhips entring the Mouth of the 
River Severn, landed at a place called Wilefceaxen, where joyning with Griffin 
Kins'of Southwales, they foraged the Countrey and did fome mifchief. Then he 
at the head of them palled the River Weage, they burnt Dunedham, and 
flew all the People they could find, the Alarm being now taken by the adjoy- 
nins Parts Allred Bilhop of Worcefter with fome Glocefter and Merefordjhire 
men hailed againft them, but certain Weljh men that they had with them fent 
privately to Griffin, and gave him notice when he might moft conveniently tall 
upon the Englijh, and he taking the opportunity together with the Irijh Pirates 
fell accordingly upon them early in the Morning and killed many, the reit ma- 
The Tax of kin£ their e fc a pe. The next year that followed but one. King Edward to com- ingulftm. 
aaSEk fort and relieve his People, forely vexed with a Famine of whichumany thoufands 
died took off the Tax of Eighty thoufand Pound, formerly impofed by his Father, 
and called Danegeld, which had lain heavy on them for eight and thirty years. But 
as this effedb of his good nature to them, tended much to their eafe and conve¬ 
nience, fo other Adts of his kindnefs to Strangers this very year, proved of ill 
confequence unto the whole Nation. . , r . _ , , 

7 Euftace Earl of Boloign Father to Godfrey and Baldwin who were afterward VideMalmesb. 
He is kind to Kin 7 ' of Jerufalem, and King Edward’s Brother-in-Law by a Marriage with his 
strangers. g^for Q 0 da, from Whitfand failed over to Dover, and having had conference with Dunelm. ad 
the King ahout fome affair of confequence, and returning back in the month of Ann. mll 
S eptember , one of his Harbingers at Canterbury was fo rude with a Townfman in 
feeking for Lodgings, that he provoked him to kill him in heat of Anger. Euftace 
inraged hereat with all his Company, hailed to revenge his Servants death, and 
killed him that had {lain him with other eighteen of his Company; but thereupon 
the Citizens rifing fell upon him and his men, whereof one and twenty they 
flew and wounded many others, he himfelf hardly efcaping with one Follower 
from the Tumult. To Court he ports with great Clamour, and aflifted by fome 
of his own Party, greatly incenfes the King againft thofe of Canterbury. EarL 
Godwin is fent for and commanded with all fpeed to march with an Army and 
punilh the Offenders. He on the contrary affirms, that no man is to be condem¬ 
ned before he be heard, and frets that the King Ihould favour all Strangers more 
than his own Subjects, for many of them he had preferred to great places, and 
truft in the Englijh Church and State ; one Robert a Norwan lately Bilhop ol Lon¬ 
don he had made Archbifoop of Canterbury, and another of that Countrey cal¬ 
led William, he had promoted to the See of London , which thing exafperated the 
Englijh againft the Normans. Being backed by fome others that loved their 
Countrey, he urged that the chief A&ours in the late diforders were firlt to be 
fent for and fairly tried j in cafe they were found innocent to be difmified, but if 
culpable to be fined, or undergoe fome corporal Punilhment for the breach of the 
King’s Peace, and the Violence and Affront they had offered to the EarL He far¬ 
ther put him in mind, that it was his part to protect his People, and not condemn 
1 them 
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I without due procefs. In conclufion, the thing he refilled to doe, not eftee- 

v^-v-v* * ming the King’s Anger which he thought would be but a fit; but Edward dif- 
pleafed with his rbfufcd, and farther egged on to revenge called an Aflembly of 
Godwin and a U the Nobility at Glocejler, that the matter might be therein debated* All the Qwcirca to- 
up i°mj take Nobility was prefent or few excepted, onely Godwin and his Sons appeared not, tius ^sg»f 

fufpefling that the Nobility were too much of the King’s humour, but Armed “eftriSmX 
themfelves, Godwin railing Forces out of his Earldom, containing ( as Simeon venire. 
writes) Kent, Soutbfex and Weftfex ; his Eldeft Son Swane out of his, which 
comprifed Oxfordjhire , Glocejlerjhtre , Herefordjhire , Somerfetjhire and Berkshire ; m ro u llf de 
and Harold his Youngeft Son out of his County, wherein Ejfex, Edit' England, /no cmitftu, 

the SI) ires of Huntingdon and Cambridge were included. ^. taxmi fnfa 

8. They took up their Quarters at Beverjlan , and gave out that they Armed Angiuuim. 
againft the Weljh who deligning mifchief again ft the King had fortified a tindumuji& 
place in Herefordjhire -, where Swane the Son of Godwin then lay Incamped under 
that pretence. But the Weljh having fome notice of the Device prevented it by ciis, 
clearing themfelves at Court, where Godwin and his Sons were rendred fo odious, 
that the King’s Army was expected to March againft them. And Edward had 
lent to Leofric Earl of Mercia , and Syward of Northumberland to come and fuc- 
cour him in his extremity with all the Power they could raife. They at firft 
came but with a few • but fending afterwards throughout their feveral Com¬ 
mands, got together in a little time great Forces,with which Rodulph the King’s Ne¬ 
phew by his Sifter Goda , and her former Husband Walter de Maunt joyned 
iiimfelf though with fmall expectation, for being Earl of Hereford but a very 
Coward, he had turned (as we lhall fee) his back of the Weljh Men, and left his 
County with the City and the Bifhop in it to their Sword and Fire, and they 
had done greater mifchief if Harold had not by his induftry and valour timely 
prevented it. Godwin and his Sons in the mean time proceed into GloceJlerJhire i 
and Incamped themfelves at a place then called Langtreo , whence they fend to 
the King then lying at Glocejler, and demand Earl Eujlace and his Company, to¬ 
gether with fuch Normans and Bulloignois as held the Caftle at Canterbury to be 
given up into their hands, upon refufal denouncing War. The King was very 
much difcompofed attheMeflage, not knowing what courfe to take ; but when he 
underftood that the Forces of Leofric, Syward and Rodulph were on their March, 
he flatly refufed to give them up, and with that Anfwer fent back the Meflen- 
ger. They were fcarce gone when the Armies came to Glocejler fo inraged that 
the King had much adofe to keep them from going out immediately to engage 
Godwin. Now Leofric and others of the wifer fort ferioufly confidering the fad 
confequences of a Civil War perfwaded the King to come to a Treaty, of which 
there was the more hopes becaufe Godwin had given order to his Sons not to fall 
on firft, but defend themfelves in cafe they were attacked by the King’s Forces. 

They brought the Parties to this Accord, that Hoftages Ihould be given on 
both Tides, and the whole matter referred to a farther Debate to be held at 
London. 


9. The King hereupon encreafes his Army by Leavies in Mercia and Northum¬ 
berland, and up to London he comes; Godwin alfo having done the like in Wejl- 
J'ex comes up to Southwark. “ Here his Son Swane to appeafe the King’s anger 
“ is commanded to be gone, Godwin and Harold to appear before the Council 
“ unarmed and accompanied onely with twelve Attendants, and to give up all 
“ their Forces into the Hands of the King. They pleaded they could not give 
u up themfelves into the Hands of their Adverfaries without fufficient caution 
“ and fecurity, otherwife they were ready to furrender their Forces, and doe all 
“ things elfe the King Commanded which were confident with their Honour and 
“ Safety; but to come unarmed was to hazard their Lives, and but with twelve 
“ Followers their Reputation. The King by this Anfwer was farther exafpera- . 

ted, and thereupon an Edift was publiihed by confent of the Council and Ar- 
my that they ihould quit the Land in five days. His Souldiers it feems fearing »» exe/cim 
•^0 at i e ng t h the Ifluc began to drop away from him and his numbers to leflen, as concluding ’nfr-jjlj 
depart for it was fafeft to give way to the times, he departed with his Wife Gytha, and 
Flanders. three Sons Swane , Gyrth and Tojli into Flanders to Earl Baldwin , whofe Daughter e/us exults 

Judith his Son Tojli had Married ; with as much Treafure as the Ship could car- 
ry. Harold and Leofwin his other Sons went to Brijlol , where taking a Ship ibid 
that their Brother Swane had provided for himfelf they failed into Ireland. Ha¬ 
rold's Earldom was conferred on Elgar the Son of Leofric an Induftrious Man, 
who as willingly afterward furrendred it to him again as now he received it. 

And 
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--Aorfdie Kirin (till purfuinghis Indignation deprived his Wife of all h« Se^li. 

Wb and Trafure, and putting her away fent her with one onely attendants 
L « « i&arewell to be there kept in cuftody by the Abbefs his Sift■ • Maimesb. at 

Wakewed or Wareweviovc v ill him) or Duke of Normandy mMs 

iVtlliamTivke s noW^ entertaii^ 

to Cattle time was to be their own. Although, as the AbU.t Ingul- **„•*,>*,„ <3 

C phus writes, there was no hope as yet of Succeflion in the Kingdom, at Icaft 
mention made ont bewixt tte King and the Difc * BurieJ 

,0. The year following Emma ^the Kings Motner ^ who under mM™ «»- 

. • we have laid before how ill me was treaiea y _ . « l r dem muitts 

Wtnchejter , , ti r to ftj m in his Adverfity took away from her all her 

s S.saggfe 

Robert the , accufed her of being too familiar with Alwtn Buhop ^ ime autem 

Ihop of Canterbury\ who a Ulea , e Abbv of Werewell having firft all Regmfpes ad- 

rd Winche/ler : Hereupon Ihe was fent to the ADoy m vra** & rrvinp . ktiawmentio 

“ f Sl frnm her • and the Bilhop was committed to Prifon, Robert crying 
ihe had taken from ner, aua xwsu left ft ihould be an encourage- inuratt fid*. 

out that fuch villany was not to g P kept not very ftrkftly wrote to all the *Simeoni El- 
ment tootl.ers »doe the lAe ^“| e k ^ Friend ^ profeLg that Ihe waa 
Bilhops of England whom me . RifhoD than at her own infamy, and t er Evidently 

X over red hot Ln 'them He'deL&of his 

of Tryal by Kinff to PUt Up the bllfiflels but that R PP , 1 tttmj Rpo{V and not a BlnetiA IrnmA. 

Ordeale. „ Hnrft take upon them to defend that wild rseait ana nor a EimM(lUtern 

Brethren how they durlt take upon u ^ ^ had ctjkd her uncon . fHiS} SaxonU 

Woman which had defamed the King » 1 ft e "). this Woman will bus ml Dam* 

ftant Lover, The Anointed of the^ord V ™ ofher ei&v, 

« purge the Bilhop, but ^o fcah purge her ^at c °n|nte ^ fotbat 

« Son Alfred, and prepared Foyto for his^rotter * fo ^ ^ wm pafs bar£i 

0 * ™y pre ^ r ^ot%lowto C paces for her felf, arid five for thd 

- ~ The^day for Wj 

toTOkS*! Affiftence of St. ’ SwiM * at his Tomb wheri 

ZtXcU [^unhurt fib£ ^ugh 

and all the Beholders, as dfo of t^ K ^ th \ admit thofe Calumnies 

to his great forrow that he had bem lo creduiou rf the Bifhop, 

againft his own as feme interpret it But 

and received Penance from them on m , . d fvianors, and as many 

Emma for fo great a deliverance gave St S cleared : moreover 

gave the Bilhop , the ^ocence of them ^^f mftch ^ er the Ifle of fort* 
the King is faid to have befto t b* IS Story is delivered both by 

land and other Pofleffions. Thefubll btb en w e d it with fomd 

John Bromton and Henry de Kmghton, and fl f^ IrfandThers, fay nothing 

** M out of upori. 

rode into Herefordjhire, and wafted a g^ F 3 , - Caftle oT Hereford i&d 
the Inhabitants arofe, and the Normans that bdd the ^ • 

out and gave him B^teli but were deea , of £ar j Q^dwifi returning 

Godwin and Booty. Not ^S^fLftb^any Veflels up the River Severn, and landihg^ia 
hh Son* re- out of Ireland palled with , ^ man y Villages, and Whed 

the Counties of Somerfet and Dorfet there they lpohed m y & ^ 

out of Devonshire and Somerfet ‘manywent out againftthem 

and having flaia thji^^“to^heir Ships ’ King Edwarl^tmtd withtfie noif^ 
returned with much Booty to their smps. r\mgp^ fortrShips Very 

and expetfing Godwin ws not ^o , but for dft that U 

well furnilhed mta Sandwich Roadtoprevent « la ^ h ^ e he fe ^ ^ffengers 
made a Ihift to come alhore undifeovered m Kent, wnence 
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Sea 12. round about, and drew into his Patty firft the Inhabitants of Canterb^T^fa ' 

™ ned hun a * a Sufferer for their fakes, then thofe of Suffex, Ejffex, Surry , all the 
Mariners pr Boat-men ( Buthfecarlas Simeon calls them ) of HafliJs and o 
thers of thefe Maritime Parts, who promifed to live and dye with lum. The 
Fleet having notice of Ins landing fome were fent to purfue him, but he ftill con- 
“ !?f t ! ie X returned to Sandwich, whence they foordy after came up 

withTk Snn l the Ideof and coafled about till he me? 

dipv f ? Har \l d v*£y?~? 0 f mn whojoyned their Ships with his, which done 

fades 3 On"therm^ 0 ^ 1 ^ 5 ’ ° nel y made bold with Vitfualsand other necef- 
t , ** t le Coaftsand elfewhere by fair means they drew as many Men to 
icm as they could, especially Seamen, and fb made for Sandwich Road" where 
ledd^m^I'r were arriVed but the News thereof flew to London , and fo ffart- 

ili C0U 7 J , t lat , con ? mand went out from the King to all his loving Sub¬ 
jects to hafle and help him in a time of fo great neceflity. ° 

12. Yet they delayed fo long that Godwin had leifure enough to pafs ud the 
Thames as far as Southwark, , where lying for a Tide he fpent the time in confer 
ling with the Londoners , whom he procured to doe wharfhei/Pr a ^ oft j 
U being High Water he adWced 

&,T'? d r UP r by ''I 0 .Southern Bank till fuel’, time as he metwkhhTLnd 
l^’ wb ich he formed into a Battalia terrible for thofe on the other fide to 

mediating a S p L Ertg [^ againft which gave the wifer fort an opportunity of 

Are rellored Theconditions of k 7 elT tlJ fd ^ P fpcediIy Di ^nded. 

to theirEftates f i • r , Jt tbat Godwin , his Wife and Sons were reflored to 

andHonours. ^ ^ ail . exce P t Swa » e > who as a Penance for murthe- 

Flanderx S ha , d l ? ldertaken a pij grimage bare-foot and bare-leg from 
Flanders, to Jerufa/em, and in his return Died of a Cold he had got in Lvcia The 

to fare tb R f who^iladdo^no^ll^ciffic^ were permitted 

and ZJlf theRdh™ rtT . ArC , hblfh ?P Canterbury ,, William the Bifliop of Iw4 
and the Bifhop of Lincoln with their Followers hardly efcaped and not 

i;rr^n^rfrt Houfo ’ and 

S?f^r d 

CaArin Dies, downfrom thesSfon wh^TY* ^ ¥ m f P eecl *'' s > and made hun Z$T& 

Gyrth S nrrf.nr , 1 f' ! he f ! te - Hls three Sons, HanU, Top and «* 

dt, nnd tlfathe would fpetdlly recover 'tofhliaf inTw’l '‘Yi? itWaS , but s SSl‘' 
four days and dved on the fifth , °. ver v bu ^“ ela 3' in that: Janguifhingxondition /« (nunc 

theoldMphaflerv This k th^ g th ?* ft ? nth of A K il ’ waTburied in * 

tuc uiu mpnaitery. lins is the account of his death to whfeh thp ,„ n j fhtnmm ma~ 

fuch as write in favour of them add n rs’twimn- 5 wjuen the 1 /w/-»?^«j-, and „ crc fikbai. 
his guilt or their malice It chanrS Itu ftnCC whl?h mudl biews either nd- 
the Irother of th?KI T ? bJ f> that mention-was made o f Alfred wardl - 12 

3Sa®a3MSasas»i 

toward 
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never recovered. A man oi excufed for his fo much medhng and for- N#r - 

ced in getting or keeping, and not to b great a lover of. his tmrmi pan* . 

cing his Sovereign tojwtat he hft^. in the SiM.times, and J-J—; 

Countrey and an enemy t , g £ t h e ir Matters,would have difmilled liim with- Anno Donum 

^"t^k^or^'ancTWklTa'f^re^^an^et^chan ufuatty they give him. Hisfirft 
out this Story, Canute which brought liim a Son, who in his Infancy „ us comes 

Wife was the Sifter of » K: s .Grandfather was carried into the Thames and menfa fog«» 

T Unt ii ng : n „S’ Xmo her y wS by ThUider, a Judgment which it was 
^ed^rtntof-hetCtudty^ 

f TbvT «- SSTf 

ano by her had Ux ^ons, f was given to his Son Harold; 'cellar? deglu- 

on the rtlC 

Son bf Leofrid the Earl ^ M T1V 0 f our L or d, was that vali- data contmud 

SrfJranKs, tefides tti^alS 


fog for out of to fucceed him and 

remitting him into Eg , .j | je too jj for his neareft Kinfman, 

C- jn t tbe ? onS °? Go2 f mn -> foould belong. But Siward the Duke of Northum- 

tery, and he fa id “ How ajhamed am 1 that 1jhouldnot die in 


Wduof being very young his Government-was bellowed on Top die Son of 
Godwin. 


contrary to then cuftome who were wont ever to fight ornfoot ^SteOen 
tkmaheer the Fight was well begun, with hrs Fren ci and Mg-gr “ t b ^“ t0 
run, which the Eplijb 

tzsz »2&sb&ii 

Ven Canons which would have maintained thej*eat Door of W»- g^CT g 
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?i 1 f r £ h ^ et n, which done they burnt the Monaftery with all its Ornaments- 

K, Jled ( 0n ^-° f their Townfmen, took Prifoners more, and having 
FnnUS ed i nd b j rnt - 1 ; le J Clty .^ e 1 nt theur ways inriched with great fpoil. Edward 
Roundly ajarmed with the noife hereof, commanded Forces to be raifS throughout 
^g/W, wlueh meeting together at Glocejhr he committed the Conduct of 8 :hem 

V i° M y C 5 ^ S j fpe i diJy int ° mUs incara P ed himfelf beyond 
gtraddale w here Gnffin and Algar durft not look him in the Face, but knowing 

{l- to b ? a Ma P both of skill and metal fairly betook themfelves intoSouth Wales. 

He pei ceiling they were not to be reached, left there the greater part of his Meri 
With orders to engage the Enemy if they could come at him, and with the reft 
tabvmP d % ^ ere ( or ^ wI ^ ch he fortified all ways potfible; during which em- 
Mefcioprc° !f the tWO Capta,ns thinkin S it heft to obtain Peace, fend their 
Meflengers and procure a meeting at a place called Byligejleage, where a firm 
trw~A ®°d Fnendihip was concluded, in purfuance whereof Algar fent his Sliips 
to Chefttr till he could pay them offend he hunfelf went up to theKingfrom whom 
fo rmer Command. But Griffin the year after broke the Peace on 
his part by fetting upon Leofgar Bifhop of Hereford at a place called G/a_ 0 vrir 

^ t0gether Wkh *** Clerks ’ A & lMOth device Earl offheoln- 
ty, and many others. “ 

16 The next y ear being the MLVII. of Our Lord, Edward the Son of Edmund 
Ironfide at the defire of his Uncle came into England out of Huwary being def- 
tined by him his Succeflourj but he Died not long after at London add waf Bu- 
ned m St. Pw/’s Church, leaving behind him Edgar Etheling, aAd two Daugh¬ 
ters^^ and Chrtflina Kot long after he was followed to a better lileby 
]^rl Letfrtc, \vho Died m his own Village of Bromleage,, and was Buried in a 
Monaftery of his own Founding at Coventry , a Pious Charitable Man, and the 
Nejlor o f fos Age, tc> his Councils all the Kings he ferved, and the whole Realm 
?/ J^holden. In his Earldom fucceeded his Son Algar, but quick- 

n f ?i Und t mi l S ° f o. eing Ba ,? 1 ^ ed the focond time not a year after his Father’s 
Death. Yet by the affiftence of Griffin -, the Weljb King, who would not defert 

F ft et k f f orway ¥ en > which b y fiance came in to his help, he is 
faid Portly f after by force to have recovered his Government. The following 

ftft' rhe°North ^ fltto ^d Edward, and contract 

of England. hfnnah? hfm p 1 h J? N JSfrbour, the Earl of Northumberland, 
pfl^ b d gh b^way*.that they became fworn Brethren, though to what 

A V€I !Vni eWed f'? t ^ n tw ? years ’“ for Tofl* being gone to Rome with 
Aldrid the Archbiihop ofTork, to fetch his Pall from Pope Nicholas, his fworn 
Brother fell m upon the places under his Government, which he cruelly wafted, 
and brake the Peace of St Cuthlert, in the Ifland of Lindisfarne , as Sileon com' 

And rh c nm iK^CA alc ° lm v. *?? dlfturbed the Northern Parts, Griffin the King of 

the Weft*/ andSei^toTnrl 110 ^ *w n $ Inrode / and Depredations, both by Land 

P,1rts - ?£?, frnfn i y ^ Y eftern> whl( * g ave fo great difcontent to King Edward, 
that fenfible how much he was concerned in honour, he difpatch’d from Glocefter, 

of Hnrfp 6 aftef C f rt(it ” a f\ [Holy-days, PfW^againfthim with a Party 

to . ^F^e hun. Yet got he notice of liis coming, and 
made a fhift to efcapc ; but left behind him moft of his Ships, which he comman¬ 
ded to be burnt, and fo returned. But about Rogation week, having got a Fleet 
m rcadinefs, from Briftol he fet Sail, and compaffing the greateft Part of Wales 
joyning himfelf to the Horle, with which his Brother Tofti, by the King’s Order* Sim.ad Ann 
met him, and did fuch mifehief in the Countrey, that the Britains yielded them- Io63 ‘ 

Th kir ^- d@ b v f*|d U P Hoftages, confented to pay Tribute, and renoun¬ 
ced quite their KmgGnffin. At- prel'ent Griffin efcaped, but the following year 
2- fub - l* Tn IP f e ^ & North Wales, a^d’flain, his HeadT with The 
Griffin their \ ^ aptefent to Harold. He fent them to King Ed- 

Kingftnir. ^b° was fo kl «d^a« to beftow the Dominions of Griffin, upon his two Bre¬ 

thren, Blecbgent and Rtthwahn, who in Harolds prefen/ fwore Allegiance to 

CbC 5 & Land and Sea » and engaged to pay withoutfail, what 

had been paid out of the Countrey to former Kings. 5 

17. Griffin left befiind him a Son named Caradoc, who could not digeft his In- 
h-ticaBce, thus made^ over to his Uncles. Harold, as a curb to the Countrey 
Sf iS? > ^ n /A^ 0rChC KU ^ S “ ^ convenience for hunting, cau- 

at a place called Fortafcitb (now Pots&ewothm Mon- 
Sea to Wymouth') a great Houfe to be erected, . 
and' furmlhed with aft eonvenkflces for eating and drinking. Caradoc having no- 
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-dee of it, out of difdairi and revenge, on 

ing his Father s death came down upon a fudden, flew aU the Axtihcers tn z 
thlre were at work, and took away all the good cheat that was provided. Thus 
w£ Harold robbed of his good chear, in t&ofe Vans 5 and witlun a btde afte^ 
his Brother Tofti was in danger of being bereaved of his Life by a Conipm y 
raifed againft liim in Ills own Government, upon thefe occafions. There was 
one GofPatrick, an Officer in Northumberland, with whom he having a quarrel, 
his Sifter, Queen Egitha, caufed him to be flam at Court, the Cbriftmas bef 
The quarrel being taken up by the Friends and Companions of Gofpatrick, two of 
them viz. Ganiel the Son of Orne, and Vlf the Son of Dolphin he himfelf ha¬ 
ving treacheroufly drawn them in, had alfo killed in his own Chamber. Befides 
he S had laid intolerable impofitions upon the People, which fo incenfed them, 
that three or four of the principal Men, viz. Ganiolbarn, 

Agelnoth , and Gloineorn the Son of Heardulf, with four hundred Men m Arms, 
entred fork a little after Michaelmas, and firft flew two of his houfhold Servants^ 
f his Hufcarles ) Anund and Ravenjheart, having reached them, though they were 
fled out of the City, and the day following, above two hundred mo^ of fos At¬ 
tendants on the North fide of the River Humber. They broke own his Treafu- 
rv and *havin<* rifled all they covriH findf, then went their ways. Top thereupon 
made a lou^complaint to the King, and at his defire was appointed Mto 
Brother and others to take up the Bufinefs. But as they were going do^n into 
the North for this purpofe, the whole Countrey m a manner met them at Nor¬ 
thampton, where, and afterward on St. Simon and Jude’s day at Oxford, they ve le- 
*11'one of mently oppofed the Refolution of Tojli, and by no means would admi H r of f , R ^ f COI |; 

Gown's Sons ciliation; and fo vehement they were and refolute,that after ^ eF ^ 0 [ v a |J 
baniihed. Saints, they procured him and his Minifters to be banilhed. He . v 

his Wife to Baldwin the Earl of Flanders, his Father-m-law, and^r^r, the Son 
of Ahur, was made Earl of Northumberland in his room. . « 

i8^Such was the occafion of Toft is banifliment, as moft probable, though Ad 
r , the Archdeacon of Huntingdon (who lived in the time of the Normans their 24 . 

Sen and Rule over England, and heard many tales of the hated Earl Godwin, and his Som) 
ether via. f ells „ anoth f r ftory. On a day, as the King fate at Dinner at f^djor he w as 

“• Served with the Cup by Earl Harold. Tofti being prefent, and not able to en¬ 

dure that his younger Brother fliouldbe more favoured than himfelf m the 
prefence, flew in his Face, and caught him by the hair. Thefcuffle birired, 
the King foretold that their deftruarion was mgh, and that the wrath of God no 
longer would be deferred. For they were come to that height of barbarifm and 
• crutkv that if they but liked the Houfe or PoiTelfions of any one, they would 

by night procure the owner to be murthered, with all his Oft-fpring, to get lus 
Eftate 8 : And thofe were the Juftitiaries of the Kingdom. Lj 

ving the Court, went to Hereford, where at that time lus Brother Harold had 
' made vaft preparations for Entertainment of the King. There he made a moft 
terrible havock of his Servants, into each of the Veflels of W ^ ne », M ^ ad V ^'j 
other Liquors, putting either a Man’s Leg, or a “ an 1 h 

to the King, that he lfiould take no care for pickled Meats, as fof ot her forts he 
might carry them down with him to his Farm. For this fo h°md a vdlany, the 
King commanded him to be banilhed, which the Northumbrians y “n^ft^S* 
the many murthers he had there committed, they drove him thence with all his 
Family, as well Englifh as Dunes, and feized on his Treafure and Magazine in 
York. Into Ills Place they preferred Marger ( fo he caUs him ) the Son1 of Earl 
Algar, who with them, and multitudes out of L/»co/#^e, ^r^re and 
tinghamjbire, went as far as Hamton. Againft him mzxcheA Edwin ^ Brother, 
with Men under his Command, and many Brit am, an d at kft came up Earl Ha¬ 
rold, whom the Northumbrians procured to goe to the King, to^get l^ve that 
Marcher might be their Governour, which he granted, fending Uck HaroJd 
them to Hamton. They in the mean time burnt and pillaged ^ Count,ey, kil 
ling many of the Inhabitants, and when their requeft was granted, many thou- 
fanls"thcy took along with them, Joi^g that « of «h= Ki^dom fomrf. 
chief as ic could not recover many years after. Such a the account wh.ch ^- 
tingdon gives us, Ibrange as to the manner of the behaviour of the Northumbrians. 

Awl haf Tofti been gu'dty of fuch a rafh A<ft toward Jus Brotherm the Kings pre¬ 
fence, the King wo§dnever have interceded with thofeof Torkjhire, for foskeep- 
ing his Place as it appears from Simeon that heM Nay, Malmbsbury tells us 
plainly, he had it from thofe that knew that another wasput into T>Jtt s place fry 
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Sect. 12. r ^ e indeavour of Harold , quite contrary to the inclinations of the King, who 
, bore a great love to Tofli, but being fpent with his Difeafe and Age, he now be- 

gan to be flighted by all, and could not fuccour whom he affe&ed, but thence 
tdl into fuch trouble of mind , that his Diilemper being thereby increafed, 
he died not long after. 

19. But ifthe King upon this or fome other occafion predicted the Ruine of the 
Sons of Godwin ( who doubtlefs were enough to blame} to be near at hand, lie 
was fo much in the right, that their ill Stars about this very time began to ope- 
Hardd ano* rate ; for if Tofti was banilhed by the King, Harold was alfo driven from Eng- 
GadmTswt ^ t ^ ie ver y Winds and Weather. About the time that his. Brother went into 
wreck” ' P * Fenders, lie being for his recreation at his houfe at Bofeham in Sujfex, upon the 
Sea lidej for his farther Pleafure, he tookaFifhersBoat, meaning to plye up and 
down, but going farther off to Sea than he was aware, a Tempeft rofe and car¬ 
ried him crofs the Chanel to the French Coaft, where glad to be fafe any where, 
he was fore t to Land in the Territories of the Earl of Ponthieu. The men of the 
place (_ according to their cuftome and that barbarous pradice which is on foot in 
moft places, to make a prey of diftrefled and Ihipwreck’d Perfons} prefently fall 
to work. Armed they feize upon the naked, a multitude upon a few, on their hands 
they put Manacles, and Fetters on their Feet. Harold confidering what was to be 
done, hired a Mellenger to goe to William, by whom he acquaints him how he 
** was fent by the King, by his word and prefence, to confirm what other little 
“ Mefiengers had but whifper’d, but was kept Prifoner, and hindered from the 
“ difeharge of his Meflage by Gwido Earl of Ponthieu. It appeared they had a 
“ barbarous and extravagant cuftome in that Countrey, that fuch as efeaped drown- 
“ ing, ftiould on Land it felf be endangered, that it would fuit well with a man 
“ of fo great repute as he was, not to liiffer fuch villany to goe unpunillied, ha- 
“ ving detradted from liis Authority, by daring to call: bonds upon one that had 
“ appealed to his Jiiftice 5 if with money his Liberty was to be redeemed, he would 
* willingly pay the price to Earl William. , but not to fuch an half Man as Gwido 
“ was. By command of William he is quickly fet at libert)', and by Gwido con¬ 
duced to his Court, where being honourably treated in all refpeCs, he is alfo in¬ 
vited to an expedition into Little Britain, where at that time the Norman had 
War. By his Wit and Valour he fo approved himfelf to the Duke, that lie was 
very much taken with him , to whom, that he might the more indear himfelf, 
lie promifed by Oath, that in cafe King Edward died, he would deliver up to-him 
the Caftle of Dover, which belonged to him, and procure him to fucceed in the 
Kingdom of England. This laid, the Duke’s Daughter, as yet too young for Mar¬ 
riage, was betrothed to him, and he was fent home with great gifts. 

zo. Some faid he was fent over on purpofe by Edward , who finding himfelf 
decay, had in his thoughts pitched upon his Kinfman William for his Succeflour, 
but Malmesbury approves of the other report, that he was driven by Tempeft. 

However, by this promife of his, he intangled himfelf and incurred the indig¬ 
nation of William by his breach of it, which procured him his end, fo that he 
had rcalbn to curfe the time of his knowing Bofeham, which becaufe it was wrong- 
iully and deceitfully got from the right owner, feemed indeed to draw down a 
curie upon him the fecond Pofleflour of it, and it is not amifs here to iniert the 
ftory, the more to difeover the humour of his Father Earl Godwin , who as by 
this and other paflages, it appears, fo lie but got, cared not by what means he 
uhtimv' b ° W camc at \ r * This Bofeham ( or Bofenham , as anciently it was called} lying under- 
G'J’nn. y neath Chiehejler , in the coniines of Hantjhire and Sujfex, environed round about 
with Woods, and the Sea together, was formerly before Bede’s time, onely fa¬ 
mous for a fmall Cell, which one Dicul a Scotch Monk had in it, where he Jived 
with five or fix other Religious Perfons, very poorly in the Service of God: Af¬ 
terwards it came into the hands of the Archbilhop of Canterbury. Godwin upon 
fight of it had an itching defire after it, and therefore with a great Train of Gal- ficus tie Niigis 
lants, comes fmiling and jefting to the Archbilhop, with thele words. My Lord, iridium. 

I pray you give me Bofeham. The Archbilhop much marvelled what he meant, 
but at length, whether he thought he alluded to Bafium a Buffe, as now we 
term it, which in times paft was ufed in doing Homage, or was unwilling to dif- 
pleafe him, anfwered ; I give you Boleham. He hereupon, immediately with his 
Followers, falls down at his Feet, as was beforehand ordered, and killing them, 
with many thanks went back to Bofeham , of which as Lordj he keptpofleflion by 
ftrong hand, and having the Render Teftimony of his Friends and Followers to 
back him,praifed much .the Archbilhop to the King, as his Benefadlour, and lb held 
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peaceably till he left it, asitfeems, tohisSon Harold 

Normandy , procured the Shipwreck, though not atprefent, both of his Perfon,of 

his Fortunes, and indeed of his Father’s Family. . \ Aj . 

z x. But as to the Meflage carried over to Duke William there are ftill moreopi- ^Ann. 
mens. Ingulphus obliged by the Duke, and therefore a favourer of him, writes, 

, that King Edward, not long before his Death, perceiving hisKmfmzn Edgar Ethe- 
countsof H..- liner, the Son of Edward elite, lately deceafed, both ux refpe<ft of his bodwand 
raids paffage M f nc i unfit for Government (of which temper his;F«ieris alfo reputed to have 
iM0 T or - been } and that the evil Off-fpring of Earl Godwin , daily increafed, and got more 

mndj - ftrength and intereft, fixed his thoughts upon Earl William of Normandy his 
Kinfman, and fully refolved to have him fucceed him in the Kingdom of England, 
for he was then become famous in War, had triumphed over the French ; King, in 
the Exercife of Arms, was invincible, a moft juft Judge in deciding of 
Caufes as well as moft Religious and devout at Divine Service. Hereupon Be 
difpatched to him Robert, the Archbilhop of Canterbury, to acquamt him that 
both in lefpeft to his Kindred and Merit, he had defigned him his Succeftour. 

Befides this! Harold the Major domo of the King’s Palace, going into Normandy • 
iwore not onely to keep the Crown for him, after the deceale of King Edwardy 
but to marry alfo his Daughter, which things having palled, he returned magni¬ 
ficently rewarded. This is the account we have from Ingulphus, but fuch as will 
not hold in reference to the Meffenger, for Robert the Archbilhop, was driven out 
of the Land before, and therefore Ring Edward could not fend him from Ijis fide, H;m ^ 
or prefence, as the Abbat words it. Simeon has another -otory, which lends wa rdus %ofor- 
Harold into Normandy, but upon another occafion quite different. When Godwin, 
he tells us, was reconciled to the King, he was conftramed to give up Hoftages^g Uga _ 
for Edward's fecurity, which were Wulnoth his own Son, and Hacun his Grandlon, tum d latere 
by his Son Swane, and were fent into Normandy to William the Ballard Son of>« direxit. 
Rodbert, who wasSon to Richard the King’s Mothers Brother. In procefs of time, 
when Godwin was dead, Harold asked leave of the King to goe and fetch home 
liis Brother and Nephew, to whom he anfwered, that he would not be Authour 
of his Journey, but that he ftiould not fay that he hindered him, he might goe 
whither he pleafed, and try what he could doe; onely he forefaw his Jour ney would 
tend to the detriment of the whole Kingdom of England, and his own difgrace. 

For he was allured the Earl was not fuch a Fool as to difmifs them, without he 
knew it would redound to his own convenience. But Harold ventures to take 


Ship, and by a great Tempeft, is call upon the Coaft of Ponthieu, into the mouth 
of a River called Mata, where his Veffel is feized on, as a wreck by theLord of 
that Countrey. Hereupon he procures one to goe to William , to let him know 
in what a condition he was, who immediately fends to the Lord of Ponthieu, to 
difeharge him, and upon refufal, a fecond time, threatning elfe to fetch him away 
by force. Being now fet at Liberty, he goes to William, who, very courteoufly 
receives him, on purpofe to draw him over to his defigri. _ '. . .... 

xz. When he thought him fitly prepared he broke his mind, acquainting Info 
how when his Coufin Edward lived there with him in exile, he ferioufly inga- 
sed to him, that if ever he came to be King of England, he would transfer ^ the 
Inheritance of the Kingdom upon him. He added, that if he would oblige himfelf 
IK. to affift him in this matter, keep the Caftle of Dover with the Well of Water for 
mild la hisfervice, would fend his Sifter to him in tune convenient to be mamed toone 
wu. of Noblemen, and promife to take his Daughter for .his Wife he.flroiUdmow 
receive liis Nephew, andaffoon as he came to be King of £WWhis Brother 
iliould be fet at liberty, and when he ^vas once fetled in the Throne by ms af- 
fiftence heihbuld have every thing dfe he could reafonably defire. Harold was 
fenfible of the cafe he was in, and fa^ there was no remedy but promife tvhatfo- 
ever he required. But William with his bare promife Would not-be. fatisfted. but 
bringing forth tile Relicks-of Saints, made him open their facredBodies^fo fwear 
really to-perform whatfoevCr they had riow agreed, which done Harold t&tik hfs 
Nephew' and with him returned into England. When upon the Kings Demand 
he had given him an account of what Had pafted, he fai d, Dtd not I teu thee shut 
William ^'voas ho fool, and that many mifehiefs might : happed to this Kingdombspthdt 
thy Journey? I jorefee: great Calamities coming upon this Nation of Ours p ‘that 
thine all, which t pray God may not happen in my Jays. 'AnA his Trayer Was gran¬ 
ted, for King Edward faoxxXy after died-, and Harold as 'before his death - he had 
ordained-fiicceeded him in his Kingdom; • So writes Simeon ,- with ^hem agrees; 
Eadmerus as-to the occafion of his Journey. Though Matthew Ttfm;beheves- hioa 
.v driven 
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5 e< 5 t i 2 driven thither by force of Tempeft, but when he came to get his liberty to have 
' to!d another Tale quite contrary to the meaning of his Heart, and to have enrred 
with him into thatfecret confederacy out of Necefiity. Of this opinion alfo as we 
faid is Malmesbury, and it feems the more probable. 

13. Whatever the occafion of his Promife and Engagement was, the time was 
at hand, that he fliould be put to the Trial For now approached that year, that 
dreadfull year to him and his Englijb Saxon Nation fignahzed by a Comet, which 
portended as Ingulphus is ^opinion that great change of Government,that Slaugh- Anno autem 
ter of the People, and that great mifery which came Ihortly upon the Land. 

King Edward King Edvoard grew every day more fickly, yet kept his Chrijlmas at Wejtminjter , appmuit, q llo j 
d,ei and a Aided at the Dedication of St. Peter’s Church there, which he had re-edified Rsgmmutati- 

with- all magnificence; but on the Eve of the Epiphany or Twelftide he died, 
and the day following was buried in his late dedicated Church with Royal rites, d mult™ 

' to the great forrow of the miferable People. The general opinion is that he was 

a Ample, honed, liarmlefs Man, and much devoted to Religious Exercifes, excee- u J edic \ t ^ 
dingly hampered by Earl Godwin and his Sons, who were but too lenfible iliud m et h. 
that he received his Preferment from their Family, and upon that ground were ^ ^ 
too confident and impofing, as often it happens in fuch cafes. It was the Mil- sexagem quo- 
fortune of the Nationafwellas of himfelf, that he was driven into baniihment, quelexo. 
and living in another Cbuntrey was molded into the humour,faihions and cuftoms 
of it, and out of good nature condrained to be gratefull to fuch as had well defer- fenfire Comet*. 
ved of him in his Neceffities, more than the Temper if not the Intered of his H 
own Subje<fts could bear or brook. Mod of them yet were m compliance and ^dirigit” 
conformity with him fo transformed into foreign ihapes, as foretold their Subje&i-. cmiem, iti ue 
on in a fhort time to thofe the manners and ufages of whom they had already 
taken up, fo that the Conquerours needed but to come to mader their Bodies, inguipbut. 
their minds and affections were theirs already, their humour was already run out of 
England ', fo that the Normans needed not herein to play any after-Game. 

14. Ingulphus an Eye-witnefs is our informer, who writes that Edward being %ex autem 
born in England but bred in Normandy, through his long continuance in that Edmardm «*- 
Countrey was almod changed into a Frenchman , and brought very many over 

is mightily w ith him whom he promoted to various Dignities, and greatly exalted under Normanma & 
Frenchified. the King and other Normans ; thus introduced all the Land began to leave 

their Englijb Cudoms, and to imitate the manners of the French. All the Noble- inG a“tiZ 
men in their Houfes fpake the French Tongue as mighty gentile, made their Char- tranper^dc. 
ters and Writings after the French falhion, and grew to be alhamed of their own c *£\ e £° 
ufeges, both in thefe and other matters : and this humour moie.and more in- rafubpged 
creafed, till to thofe they admired, at length they became Slaves and Vaffals>*^»N<,r- 
But fo King Edward died, or as Malmesbury words it, being full of years and “XT 
glory yielded up his Ample (that is his innocent well-meaning) Spirit to the cos Titus di- 
Heavenly Kingdom, after he had reigned, faith Simeon, three and twenty years, 
fix Months and feven and twenty days, which mud: be reckoned then from the num 1043. 
death of Hardecnute, and not from his own Preferment, which was as we faid itaayiyicnus 
in the year following. He is faid to have been fo chaft that though he was mar- 
ried, yet he never as an Husband enjoyed his Wife, which fome attribute to the ritum car- 
Averfion he had to her for her Father’s fake, but if that was the Caufe of his W* Regno 
Abftinence, his felf denial, and in this refpedl: his fuffering, he could not in this****"* 
deferve the Name of a Confeffour ( given to thofe that fuffer for Chrift though 
not unto death) which yet in refpedfc of this or other parts of his Conflicts a- 
gainft flefh and bloud he obtained, and came to be known by the Name of St. 

Edward. But in him the Royal Regnant-Line of the Weft Saxon Kings, which 
from Cerdic according to the Calculation of Malmesbury had in Britain, Do¬ 
minion fQr five hundred and feventy one years, and from Egbert two hundred 
and fixty one years, received its Period, . . 

2.5-. To the Glory and Happineis ofthis Weft Saxon Family, it cud belong not 
by its endingtoput an end to the Englijb Empire, and in its own Ruine involve the 
Cataftrophe of the whole Nation: this was refervedto a bafer Houfe, out of which 
an Upftartlhould arife to pull down the whole Fabrick, and bury himfelf in the 
Ruines thereof, Edward being dead there were three that laid claim to the 
a difputea- Crown. The firft, whofe undoubted Right it was, was £dgar Ethelin&xhe Son of 
bout the Sue- Edward, the Outlaw lately mentioned, theGrandfon of Edmund Ironjtde, the Elder 
cejnoa Brother of him who had the laft Pofielhop,though according to the Right of Primo¬ 

geniture not the bell Title. The next was William of Normandy, the^Kinfimn of 
the late King by his Mother being her Brothers Graudlop, one who in hloud 

could 
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plead more merit than them both. g Tntereft than what mere Con¬ 
nor ability in Eftate or mmdtomake anymelnter upon fuch 

feience had wrought in the minds r ^X’ b 7 e h pHnce and Lfuch acknowledged, 
Occafions. William indeed was a confiderabk Prince, ana „ was 

but betwixt him and England there was a deep HaroId was 

imagined, and Oangers at aDj { h deceafed Ring, one of much 

Noble, a goodly M and obliging, of fuch Qualifications 

. Valour and excellent Conduct, a P e «°n civn b» & had the an d 

as fitted him for a Crown ; and wha he had either won, or by awe had 

Grandees at his heck, whom by kmdnefs y d Unow . 

conquered and brought over to his V that Edward was buried he aflumed 

a sksv£ saisa?«- 

Beuiglfing heflreight 

confeious to themlelves ot their bad or J made tetter jn tlieir Head, 


conlcious to tnemieives oi incuuuu - made better in their Head; 

SSK? and^o^te, feem^i^t onely 

i-t^^ aff S andtojl thatwaa had he 


Bufmefs to defend his Coun.rey tah by ^gdUfi -But ££jSS 

and that of the Nation was too urg dreadfull Comet appears, feen, as was 
tices. On the twenty fourth of April a dreadi. t0£ettier xhe Dce ?F c 

Hi*Brother reported. throughQUt the worki vnt own B rother Tojli, whoha 

Top infeft* firft mifchief ponended thereby, w as 1 and not able Jm (ppft mot- 

A^^vingbeenbaniltedleh.efly£ much Envy 

turners. ^ dlgeft hls pre ferment to the Regal . unkin _ himj for w hich pur- n J exhga- 

and Indignation as to endeavour all uajs p , Tfle of Wivht whence af- >«- OeWiih- 

upon all the Coafts till he came to 5 ^ 0^,. and a good Party of Horfe, 

sShSSwrto^ 

took along with him all the Seamen he co ,» Men . but Edwin Earl 

te P Mtll“um^nnmmun 

faw convenient at the Sea fide. ; tor an brother Tofti viz. William the 

But Dube greater Preparations for his Reception than hisB > mind of bis Pro* 

■tt '-r’Uic Harold thought was very unreafonable to require 01 on _ 

« Horfes. That on whicfrhe dnefly mfifted^was that Items UaugMerw^ 

“ Dead, the Marriage with whom was thejoundation of aU that had p 
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Sccl. 12. “ twixt them, and this was the ground of his confidence, that he looked upon 
a his Rival as having his Hands M from the Neighbouring Princes in his own 
Countrey. The Duke hereupon refolved to attempt by War what by Words 
hecould not compafs, but to proceed gravely and with due preparations confi- 
dermg the greatnefs of the Enterprize j for he knew his Adverfary to be a flout 
° ther ~ “ grappled 

z8. Therefore with all diligence did lie fet himfelf to the work he had in hand 

diame hired the whole year, and though to his great Vid.MM, 

charge hired others from adjacent places. He ufed great difcretion in the choice ft 3 -" mu 

’ in f u Ch a I-^ re teI1 and °f fri'ong conftitution. His Capta ns ** 
and Officers were both pradifed in Warlike mattersfand of mature Age to govern 
both themfelves and others; not heady rafh Young Men, who ufualfy by their 
heat and indifcretion ruine an Army. And indeed he was exceedingly well 
ferved at this time, his Prelates ftriving who ihould excell one another 8 m Acfts 
of Religion, and his Nobles in Deeds of Magnanimity and Liberality, fo that the 
Monk of Malmesbury admires how within the term of fixty years ttey Ihould be¬ 
come fo degenerate, not confidering the luxurious effetfs of wealth and prof- 
penty, great PofTeflionsand Affluence of all things in a new ConauerS cS 
trey But as Willian, made all as fure as he 6 couH afhoS ?6 ^roS te 
fought for Reputation to his caufe, by fending to the Pope, and making his Pre- 
Wh .. tences as plaufible as he could, which Harold omitted, thinking himfdf ftrone 

SOSfr t Tn 8 ofSPop ! e“K 
Banner is rea- f° i(cn Ius Approbation lends him a Confecrated Banner, well fatisfied with his 
dy to fee Sail. ^tKmg Rivard himfelf, befides what Harold had engaged, by 

the Advice of EarlSiward, Earl Godwin , and Stigand the Archbifhop had chofen 

Son fl f nd rhl^ CC h ff0Ur, /^ d J la - d asPJed S es or Hoftages fent over to P him both the 
Son and the Nephew of Godwin. Having received the Banner as a good Omen 
e aflembled his Nobility and Officers at Lillibone , where laying open the whole 
matter to them, they promifed to Hand by him with their Lives and Fortunes 
which refolution hecheriflied by great promifes of Reward, and according to* 

Thk do V np a h Sr ltl ^ a / P r inted ^ ha f eVery one was t0 CQnt "bute towards a Fleet. 

This done he difmifled them till the Month of Augufi , and then they all met 

Sv“m?df' \hir ru a r °c T p.' vn> where the y ftaid n^ny days for a Wind, which 
.k t theComm°n*SouIdiers mutter, blaming him for attempting to set a- 

bad m i f^ C0 Tt y ’ and ■“"%**. that ms Father having fofh aoSign 
n *^i^®” t fo^ r °^' sW ®fo^ t diings too^hi^h^)r t them. Cr0 ^^ * L 
Tta Wind his^vholeAffair w^|acby foda^r 

out delay followed upon the Ceremony. Then very cfaSlydMtheySll^ 

SSaf -***“ Admird 

at a Plaof mtM rl f*®*? and the y had refrefhed themfelves arrived 
SifnSft h?“fo“e write, or Bulverhith three miles diftant, as o- 
T S m £ ? n S ht > or at Haftiags as fome alfo deliver, following herein 
It „ C 5 °U e of ^f Ande | 1ts afcribe a Battel or any memorable lmdent re 

the next place of Note in that Countrey wherein the thing fell out. As William 

Kos m ajhorehis Fees Slipped, m d i mn he fell on tis A js, which! SoulS 
obferving-toid h im a-lopd. That he had already taken Toffetlim of England His 
mb? Il?e> lbad | “, PI “ d rr Q rat aUto indamage the Countrey which°wasfhortIy 
faying being by Ancient Hiftorians related of former Com 
quercurs, the Monks apply to him, But with no good reafon, for when after 
K ™Z A Mar ? U , _Aey had better realon to think the Countrey 
hurattSd n ? u P°h them, but permitted them to 

SguSitf at Pheir ^ ur t e : A ^fo:f e landed,,and for fifteen days he kept 
T "Of^ ^refh his Army; but either taconfider better what he was 
biw v b iS d a F -° r c to L ha , ve ^ccourfe to in cafe of Danger, for his Ships he 
burntdiSQat his Men might think-of .no mean betwixt Death and Conqueft. 

30. His 
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' r 10 His whole Fleet is faid to have confifted of nine hundred Sad" bU j 12 

%trt ^towLds Bifhop witbone Shipand twenty Men. Nicolas 

f hh * c St Andoen with fifteen Ships and an hundred Men. Robert Earl of 
^wkhtovShtr Ceroid the Sewer with as many. WUlian. (fount of 
rons with eighty Ships. Roger of Montgumeri with fixty. Roger de Bunmo.it with 
fixty Of/oBilhop ofBaieux with an hundred. Mortimer ; w ^ nl 

And Water GifFard thirty Veflels with an hundred Men. Be¬ 
fides thefe which by the Authour’s computation make a thoufand, from/others of 
bt DSeX^ he had many other Ships from every one according to his Abdi- 
tv X m^Matildis for honour of the Expedition caufed a Ship to be made Na- 


31. William's Arrival was accompanied with fome ^fthofo foexv fot s , cnc 
fiances or accidents which ever attend upon Conquefts. _ Harold l as now out 
of the way He had expe&ed him all the Summer, till about the middk ot ep 
temher when judging he would give him no trouble that year, and Provtfmns fail¬ 
ing, both the Fleet and Army quitted the Poftshehad albgned themMt “ 

hadbeenhiredby theN»r»nw onpur^fe to diverthaBrothvr from uk 

T.fi' Maritime Parts, to weaken his Force nay to break m^eccs his wliok Potter, MLaAL 
King of Nor- tjplWpc and Afliftences, lie applies himfelf to Harold Haruager tt.mg 01 j, 

failed up into the River Humber ; and from it into 0 «/e, and landed at a place 
called Rickale whence they marched to fork, and took it after a fierce Afl ult. 
^Harold upon Notice having made due preparation haftes ! nt0 Forces 6 hid 

bim the two Earls, and Brothers, Edwin and Morkar, with confiderable Forces had 
lll^rhed aaainft them, and upon St. Matthew' s Eve on the Northern bank of 
0 Je a t FAford, ingaged them with good Succefs at the beginning, for % llt mg 
verv valiantly they did great Execution. But the Enghjb after a long fight, not 
able to Main the 7 violence and Numbers of the Norwegians, turned their backs 
able to 1 , fi„: n anc i m ore were drowned m the adjoynmg Ri- 

v<m r ^h 7 done, the Norwegians received from thofe of Tork five Hundred Hofta- 
onrl LvinJ there an hundred and fifty of their own, returned to their flnps ; 
on thefifth S day after, being the five^and twentieth of September , King Harold 
v. ~L t Armv comes to the City. Thence marchirigto a place called Stanford 
W« g r?ftmvard from thhoccidoaBatte/lriJge, upon the Riverthe 
Bui are both E a t & R,dim 'of Mfiire') hegavethem Battel, wherem after terrible refiflencc 
Kiied and /, f ^ Harold Harvager and tofii, and the Vi&ory remained 
then- Armies. ^ O^the^Son of Hanl^ 

u-e can hardly believe it, This Man ftandmg upon the entrance of the Bridge 
having killed not one, or two, or three, but many of affiired 

. ipArmv from paffine. Being fpoke to to yield himfelf, and bid be allured 

dv of befog known by a Wart between his Shouldere, was carried to Tort 
and thcre Burkl. In the Plunder of the Field if we may believe Adam Bremnfis 

M l } 
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Soft. 12. (° great a quantity of Gold was found, that twelve Iufty young men were fcarcelv 
able to bear it on their Backs. 3 

H.iroid difo- . 3 2 * Harold having obtained the Vi&ory and fo much Treafure, became Penny 
“SJSS -AastheProverb is, and Poundfooli/b. He thought it behovedhim to play the 
STfi^Sl ? 00 r d Hus band not to be lavflh of his Money, but fill his Coffers, and lay up 
rohimfdt: iofluture and diftant Events. He little imagined that this great Gamefter was 
anded, and that he muft now fpeedily puih for all. In the two Jaft Battels he had 
lolt . c Army, moftof his bell Souldiers were (lain : and thole that 

remained he fo difobliged by taking all the Plunder tohimfelt; and defrauding them 
as they aUedged of the price of their bloud, that they renounced his Intereft, „ 
repented of what they had done already for him, and refolved, in cafe he Ihouid 
have the hkeoccafion, to fuller him to fight for himfelf. This errour was no (boner .rf/iY. *' 
Then hears of h f fate feaft «g joyatTw* he had the. News of the Norman 

ri.e Dukes Uuk e his Arrival with very numerous and Difciplin’d Forces. And now he being 
Lading. to be ruined, his Fate hurried him to Refolutions and Actions quite contrary to 
thofe of him who was to raife himfelf out of his misfortune. As he had difobli¬ 
ged thefe men who were to fight againft Souldiers that loved and had been o- 
bliged by their Captain, fo, whereas his Adverfary went foberiy and judiciouflv to 
ri f „ '. #fc ^ork, in making preparation for the main Encounter, he did nothing lefs. He nei- 
out conilde- ^ er ? ok *?y S ath A e 3 n S together his Souldiers, nor any time for Confulta- iw* 
ration. tion about lo weighty an Affair, but all bloudy as he was, and with but a (lender tur univer %> 
Company haftes towards the place where the Norm*** lay, as if the fortune ofH& 
Cajar, onely to come to Jee, and then overcome, were devolved upon him , becaufeofhis t0 exertitu 
late Northern fuccels. Coming to London all in an Heat, he would not tarry for p /* ter pauc f 
fuch Supplies as were on their way toward him, but hurries into Sujfex, and wouid^cZ^ 
needs find out the Enemy and ingage e’er one third part of his Army could be put tatur.inguifh. 
in order. Yet he fent feme Spies before to furvey the numberand ftrength of the 
Normans, whom being difeovered (as Malmesbury writes) William caufed to be Coik&iqufii. 
led about the Camp,and after they had eat and drank plentifully to be fent back to lic ‘lmalipa. 
their Matter. Being demanded how matters flood, they fpake much of the Mag-E SX 
mncence and Confidence or the Duke, and fcrioufly profefied they believed that yucexUsacie 
well nigh all that were with him were Priefts, becaufe they were lhaven, not onely 
Face, but both the Lips; for at this time the Englifi wore large Muflacbm on the SSS 
upper hp, a cuftome which Julius Ceefar takes notice to have been amongft the ex P* Sat * 
Ancient Britain The King lathed and faid they were not‘Priefts, but ftlutand 
couragious Souldiers, knowing well enough the Qualities of the Normans , with mitem in era- 
whom he himfelf had been but lately converfant. His Brother Gvrth a Youth af J !i no J im i cat 
Courage and Knowledge above his years, at his extolling the valour of the 
mans, took occafion to tell him that he thought it was Indifcretion for him to ad w fP erum 
fight with them, forafmuch as he could not deny but that either willinslv or p 7~ 

agamft his mind he had given William his Oath. He advifed him to withdraw 
lnmfelf, and fuffer him and the reft to try their Fortune, who were never obnox- Z arii mi i nis 

n“f n y n a k y ? ath> and , m ‘8 ht figbt in defence of their Countrey. If he "ZVjyZt 
mould fight it wasto be feared he muft either die or flie; but in cafe they did «« cum ad - 
the fame, he might either fuccour and unite them flying or revenge th€iv v 'f ri ” r j°-f 
death. b t JP ime *% la - 

r v . ,, dians a aex- 

33 - Harold by no means would hearken to his Advice, as that which tended "is&ijimf.- 
n A „ 5 ° ^diflionour, and by obje&ion of Cowardife would blemifli the Adlionsof all SS; 
good advice V sas S reat heat and hafte he reje&ed the Monk who brought him crepuftuio, in 
and the Pro: three Proposals from the Duke, « Either to refign the Kingdom to him, according TJZetL 
%ml°J Duke « ^ iat had formerly pafled Betwixt them: or to hold it of him: or to decidESSP? 

.. th e Controverfiewith him before the two Armies in a fingle Combat, to prevent minus faitea- 
the Effufion of Chriftian Bloud. His Anfwer was, that God ihouid be Judge tm ’ 1 - 

betwixt them; or as others write, that the Swords of the Nations fliould decide it. 

No hopes then of any Accommodation appearing, each according ro the cuftome 
for h Ea«T re hls < r, OUntrcy P re P ared to %ht the next Morping. The Engli/hare faid to have 
• fpent all the Night m Singing and Drinking, the Normans in Confeflion of their 
Sins, and in the Morning to have Communicated. The Fatal day being come, 
which was the two and twentieth of Oftober,the Englijh were drawn upintoaclofe 
Body armed with Battel-Axes and Shields, and by the Standard ftood die King on 
foot with his Brothers, that the danger being common, none might think of run¬ 
ning away. The forefront of the. Normans confided of Foot, being moft Arch¬ 
ers, and flancked with a Wing of Horfe on each hand, wherein conlifted die great 
ftrength of their Army. The Duke Himfelf chearfully and audibly affirmed his 

Caufe 
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Caufe was juft, and that God would accordingly refpedt it, and called ^^Scdtiz. 
Armour which being brought to him in an hurry, his Oirftet was put on the sorv 
wrong way which errour he corre&ed by this pleafant Conceit, that He Percei¬ 
ved his Dukedom wat changed into a Kingdom . At the Head of hlS v P of 

them in mind of the Valour and Renown of their Anceftours, and efpecially of 
Kollo how they had beaten the French King in the very Heart of his Kingdom, 
and compelled him to give them as large a part of his Countrey as they would 
accept. P Howfmce that they had taken another French King Pr ^ e /.^ atz * 
and compelled him to reftore Normandy to Duke R ichard when a Child, and Iait 
of all he brought to their Memories what memorable things they had done undef 
his own Conduct, and concluded with confidence of Victory both from the guilt 
of Harold who had wilfully Perjured himfelf, and owri 

which he caft the cruel and traitorous Murther of his Kinfman and tneu own 

Prl 34? The Normans then beginning the Song ot Rowlatid by the hh^ial Exarn- 
D leof thatHeroe, as they accounted him, to excite themfelves to imitation, and 
Lploring Divine Afliftence went againft the Englijh, who were asreadytomee,; 
them though the ground they ftood On was ftrait and mconvement for fight, 
wh^h 7°sLon wntes,’ caufed 7 manyof them to 

away. Thofe that ftaid to be fure fought very yahantbs and neither by the 
fhowers of Arrows nor any other means could their tapeiletrable hody be ^ 
ken till William bethought him of this, Strategem, to caufe his Men to rctue 
back as if they fled, which by a defire of Purfuit drew them out of ^ ?r d !J J 

this done, they faced about and fell upon them, who by tins means had balftou- 
ted themfelves. Yet in their flight did they often rally and malu. Head , a S ai ^ 
the Purfuers, felling their Lives at very dear Rates, and part of them having ^ 
an Hill, when the Normans all in a heat climbed up after them, having the adi an- 
tage of the mound they tumbled them down, and by cafting; down btones quite 
ovfrpowerefthem. In another place by their knowledge of the Countrey be¬ 
ing more dextrous in paffing a Ditch, they made very great (laughter of theu 
Enemies and filled it up with their dead Carkafles. Thus remained the fuccefs 
doubtfull, fometimes feemingto incline to the one fide and fometrmes rotheiothcr, 
from nine of the Clock in the Morning, till it grew dark, and then Harold altei 
Wherein Ha- he had difeharged all the Parts both of a skilfull Commander and a valianiSou- 
roH is (lain, dief ^ fiaot £ t0 t he Head and died. He being gone, about whom the Conti o- 
£££ verfie was, though their Countrey was as much concerned, Ae 

began to loofe their Courage and take the advantage of the Night to the. With 
him fell his two Brothers Gyrth and Leofivin and the greateft part ot the EngUjh 
bJobdity. William hereby remained Vidtour, who by his Courage and A^wity 
'deferved the Garland, having fo beftirred himfelf all the day, and \cntuid his 
nerl'on that three choice Horfes one after another were killed under him. - 
Ward his dead Enemy he fhewed himfelf generous, freely and without Ranfome 
giving up his Body to his Mother, though (he offered much Money for it; and, 
before that, when, as it lay in the Field, a certain Souldier by way of Contempt 
and Revenge gave it a cut in the Thigh, he was fo difpleafed with the man; 
that he inftantly caftieir’d liim the Armyi for doing fo pityiull and Cowardly a 

Harold by liis Mothers care was buried at Waltham in a Church of Ca¬ 
nons founded and endowed by himfelf. WhentheNewsofhis Defeat wasTpread 
abroad, the two Earles Edwin and Morgan who had upon difcontent withdrawn 
• themfelves from him came to London, and fending away their Sifter Jlgitba the 
Queen to Chejler, they tampered with the Citizens to make oiie of them King, 
but found them very cool in the bufinefs, for as in duty they were concerni d, 
their Inclinations were toward Edgar Ethehng, and with them joy n6d Aid red the 
Archbilhop of Fork and many of the Nobility. Hereupon the two Earls went 
'away in difcontent into Northumberland, where they thoughtDuke William would 
not come, not caring what became of the Caufe of Edgar or of their own Coun¬ 
trey, becaufe their ambitious purpofes were not gratified. The Conquerour having 
fetled his matters about Hajlings, made not firft to London, and afterwards went 
back into Kent (as Spot the Abbat of St. Auguftins in Canterbury, and others fol¬ 
lowing him, have errorieoufly written, and thereupon told a Tale ot the Kentiju 
men their meeting him with Boughs, and procuring from him a Confirmation ot 
their Privileges) but took his Journey toward Dover,Came, which he and ma-. 
ny others long time alter efteemed aS the very Key of England. In his pallage by 
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Se( 5 L i 2. Monmej Marfb he avenged himfelf of fome Savage kind of People dwelling there- 

about, who had killed fome of his men that by miflake had landed at that place. G «il. p JC 7 rf . 
To the Cattle Multitudes of People had betaken tliemfelvCs becaufe it was held S"SL 
Then Dover is impregnable, yet affrighted at Ins prelence they ftreight way furrendred it, in the /W in & 
furrencired to fortifying whereof he fpent eight days, and then proceeding Northward at a place © o>- 
r<’ur. u " nue not far diftant the Kentijh men of their own Accord came in to him, fware fealty DiT^ckr 
.Ami the K^n- to him and gave up their Hoftages for performance. Continuing then his March Lib. aeJ ' 
ni£ “ lub ‘ he underftood what canvafing there was at London betwixt rhe two Earls and thofe 
that flood for Edgar Etheling, whereupon he made toward them and fate down 
not far from the City. Thence certain Companies iflued out againft him, but 
with five hundred Horfe he eafily repelled them, killing divers in the Chace, and 
here began the mifery of poor England. The Duke feem’d refolv’d before this to 
carry himfelf with all gentlenefs (at lead fome fo believe) and bring over the En¬ 
glijh by kind ufage, but feeing they made head againft him, and put him to far¬ 
ther trouble and danger, he changed his purpofe refolving to make an abfolute 
Conqueft of the Land. For upon this Sally all the Buildings South of the Thames 
he commanded oi permitted to be fired. - 

3 6. Patting the Thames he removed to Wallingford \ whither Stigand the Arch- 
bifliop, and others of the Englijh Nobility, confounded in their Deligns, and not 
The h l knowing what other courfe to take, came to him deferring young Edgar ; as alfo 
done!l 6 on ~ did the Londoner r, who giving up themfelves into his Power, delivered fuch and fo 
many Hoftages as he thought convenient. Thence by degrees he came to London j 
permitting his men all the while to doe as in an Enemies Countrey with Fire and 
Sword, and on chrijlmas day was Crowned King at Weftminjler by Aldred the 
Duke milium ArchbUhop of Tori, for againft Stigand of Canterbury objection was made, that 
TmftaUn? hc did not legally hold that Place, nor had rightly taken 

per. his Pall. Before the Crown wasfet on his Head, he gave toromtiomsautem oga, m noluit ab 

his Oath at the Altar, in prefence of the Nobility and all the Archup. Stigando perdpere (cujus digni- 
People, to protedfthe Church in its Rights and liberties, 

•to govern the People according to Law and Juftice, to Calumniatum audierat fuumpaUeum non 
maintain tliem in their Rights, and protect them from fumpfjjk Cammed. ingulph. 

Spoil and Rapine. Here is our Period. For having fethim 
on the Throne, the Difcourfeof his Life, and how by Particulars he either go¬ 
verned according or contrary to his Oath, whether he that had made fuch a node 
with the Perjury of Harold , had not ever a fpecial care not to be guilty of that 
horrid Crime, belongs to a Treatife of the New Dynafty of the Normans. Yet 
ihali we, though we have no full profpe<5t, admit the Reader to look as it were 
through the Curtain, and fee a little how he atfted his Part of King over his new 
But ne-icds Subjects, by the afliftence of Ingulpbus, who was himfelf a prime Spe<ftatour, if 
Oith° rOnati0n not a ^ ort °i Adtour, being preferred to be Abbat of Croyland y and otherwife much 
1 favoured by him. Having inftanced in feveral Noblemen, whom either he had 

Imprifoned or Banilhed, he adds. That the Earldoms , Baronies , Bijhopricks , and the Qei„ ce p, ^ 
Preferments of all the Land he diftriluted to his Normans, and fcarce admitted any Camitam d 
Englilhman to any State of Honour or Power. Nay, they fo abominated the Englilh, d 

that how deferring foever they were , they were outed of all Preferments : And Stran- PrJatiaitoti- 
gers lefs ft by far , of any Nation under Heaven , were admitted gratis into their pla- us terr * f“ is 
ces. How they abominated and altered their Language and Cuftoms, it’s not p^dijb/buit 
convenient here toinfift. Almoft all the Kentijh Lands he feized, as well as thofe & vix all¬ 
ot other Provinces; Church Lands were every where devoured, and all things be- 
longing to the Englifh became Prey and Booty. 1‘L ftatum vd 

alicujtts domi- 
nil principa- 

tum afcenderc permifit. - —Tanttmt tunc Anglicos alominati funt ut quantocunque merito follerem, de dignitatibut 

pelleremur ; & multo minus habilet alienigetue de quacunque alia Nations quit fub cceloejt, extitijfent , gratanter ajfumersntur. 
Gervapus Dorobern. 


.several mif- 37 - but here it may juftly be faid, that the Englijh were the forgers of their 
carriages of own Fortune; all thefe mifehiefs having come upon them through their own Egre- 
rhe£>» li& gi° us f°My and negleift. So they behaved themfelves as if they had a defire to be 
e >>g *' ' inflaved by thofe whom they did fo much admire, but onely imitated in what 
wasworft; and being fofet for their own deftrueftion, deftiny.put to her helping 
hand. For how ftrangely, how like an harebrain’d Man did Harold in this bufinefs 
behave lrimfelf; how contrary to his former wifedom and condudt ? He being 
really a Man for all accomplilhments, very well worthy of a Crown. He could 

not 
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" fjot but know that William would invade him the next year, if he. came not this, Se< 5 t. I 
and yet he muft difoblige his Souldiers, and that by a, dirty atffon of taking all soo¬ 
the Booty to.himfelf, a, folly of which at another time he could, fearcely have 
been guilty. Then doth he amend one errour by another, hurries away againft 
the Enemy, that he knew muft be both refolved and defperate; that muft be 
fully bent either to conquer, or dye, befog penned in by a deep Ditch, the Bridge 
over which he himfelf had broken down. Without (lay fog but a. day or two for 
fupplies, he haftes away as one who had deigned fitft to.fight with a difobliged 
Army, and then with no Army at all, alone, and in his own Perfon. The Bat¬ 
tel (hewed it was not Courage but Conduct, that the Englifh < wanted, if fo few 
ftood it out, and that upon even terms, with the, Normans, till their Captain fell, 
how eafie would the Vi&ory have been, had he ufed. any moderate care in his 
management? Then after his death, hew eafily might tfoslols have been re¬ 
paired* Though many of theNobihty fell, and. many Souldiers, yet thefe Soul- 
diers were butfoch as he picked up as. he could, the fttength, of the Nation was 
not much more impared', thanafter the Northern.expediuon j for Ingulphuswntes . 
expreflv that he flew away to Hajlmgs, not haying for the Army. SuchForces Exercitm 
as P wcre’comfo g up to Harold, with thofe of Edm« and ^^wouldhaye^^^ 
been fufficient, or might have been filled up with.fuph numbers Call willingly 
giving in their Names at fuch a time as « as might have ma<fe the Norman re¬ 
cent he had burnt his Ships, for all his fete foccefe hg obtained m Suffer ite 
expedition was not fo quick, nor his march fo m «e, but they had time enough 
to unite. Nay, he fo carried himfelf in this, as if he. had a mnd they Ihould re-, 
inforce themfelves j for his beft way had been to march for London. , to 

diflipate all Forci and hinder the forming of new Armies., for being every 
where Mafter of theField, Forts and Cattles muft have come m of themfelves, 
beingof no greatvaluein thofe days, asappearedby the largeTwinge the Lanes 
took throughout the Land, without any considerable fet j Qt interruption from 
Cattles, notw ithftanding all the. Fortrettes fold to be raifed, or repaired, by Ed~ 
ward the Elder andhis Sifter. Butinftead of preparation for driving away the 
common Enemy, they become Enemies one to another, and tad. in competition 
for that Crown which he had already got, on the point of his Sword, though, 
not on his Head. Thefe were prodigious mifearriages, not incident to any that 
had reafon about them, but abfolute efFejfts of fuch vitious tempers as^ infatuate 
Mens minds, and enervate the Powers of their Souls, both efle&s and figns, and 
carrying the pumfcmcnts along with thenr, of ipme.nptablp extravagances, of 
which, 6 not onely particular Eamifo, » 9 «fTO Mation it felf was 

■ And that the Bmfifi wete now guilty of fuch Ksbvagapces, tsm fore¬ 

run fuch Calamities and Revolutions,, as hy dateuphnig minds, render them 
abjeft, pitifull, andatiorflayery, we.havehut tqpaipd Teftimony to afeeus. 
a vm* The Monk of Mahesiurj,, who hstng of « well as N*rw», 

charadter of profefles he had no prejudice to either: N^fon, *ncJ.S9. my take hfe word, the 
****''*' courfe of his writing making no ihew pf. the contrary, tafong a vi ? w of their 
manners from their fjrft entering and pfentmg 40 the Iffapd, obferye? that they 
were various. “ Attheirdirft coming, geftwe ^ndiopk walfogether bar- 
« barous, and they were- wholly givtfn tQ Ww lppg gs they continued Pagans. 

« When they had once -' received Chriftfop Religion, th e Y ^Pph.ed themfelves m 
“ a manner wholly to it, giving to Arms but the fecond pfece i a.n.d here fee m- 
« ftances in Rich and tPcor, Ecclefiafticks.and Seculars, Kings, Bifoops, Hermifos 
‘‘ a nd Abbats, not one Nation fodeed being able to V.yfc With this ip tlgtrefped:. 

^ But the ftudy of Learning and Religion were grown quite out of felhion, in 
« the foregoing Age,-not a few years before the coming of the Normans. The 
« Clergy contenting themfelves with a trifling kind of literatino, fcarcely ahleta 
« pronounce the words belonging to their’feveral Services. .He underftood 
“ Grammar, was a wonder, and Matter of aftomlhment to the reft. The Monks 
« went fairly clad, and ohferved not, tfre Rules of their .Qrders, as to Meat and 
« Oriirk.: The Nobles were -given over (to Gluttony and Luft, not going to 

« Ghuroh in the Morning .as Chrlftians ought to doe. The common Peopfo was 

« expofed as a Prey ra the great ones,both in their Perfons and^ 

« vine got their Womeii Servants with Quid,: when they bad fatisfjed their lull:, 

« turned them over either to the common Brothel Houles, or kept them perpe- 
<* tua!Iy- r in'*hat couifobf ttavery. They were pniverifally given to Dxunkennels, 

“ fpending night and day in Tipling, making great chear, and bein^ at great 
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Sect I 2.“ expence in their mean arid pitifull Houfes, of a quite contrary difpofition to the 
*“ Normans in this refped, who in fair and‘(lately Houfes lived very thriftily. 

And Drunkennefs was accompanied with the ufual Vices which debauch and ren¬ 
der effeminate the minds of Men. 

39. Hence came it to pafs, that rather carried headlong with temerity and fu¬ 
ry, than any true skill they had iri War, they ingaged with Duke William, and by 
loofing the day, inflaved both themfelves and Countrey. In Sum, the Englijh 
then wore their Clothes Ihort, cut their Hair, ffiaved their Faces, ( all, he means, 
but their upper Lip) loaded their Armes with golden Bracelets, marked their 
Skin with divers Images, would Eat till they forfeited, and Drink till they vomi¬ 
ted, which lall Vices they communicated to the Conquerours, in all things elfe 
taking up, and admiring their Modes. But this he would riot have underltoodof 
all, but of the Englijh in general ; forafmuch as to his knowledge there were ma¬ 
ny good Men, both amongft Clergy and Laity. But, faith he, as in times of pro- Verumficutin 
fperity , the goodnefs of God moft commonly cberijhes the bad with the good, fo in the tranquillitate 
Captivity of a Elation, fometimes his Jeverity involves the good in the fame Cala- 
Who are ad- mities with the bad. They had formerly, as Ingulphus allures us, run out of them- ru^Deifi- 
mirers of the f e l veS) and become French, by idolifmgand imitating the Normans, in all that 
Fre,:cL was light and trivial; now they muft ferve whom before they ador’d. Thofe honoZumm 
that were fo enamoured of all things that were French, that they would wilh lit nonnun- ' 
rather to be ferved by a French Dog, than an Englijh Man, now had the privi- gjg.wtffcp 
lege to be called and ufed as Dogs, by their late Lacquies, upon whom, out of “nitaF*'' 
the influence of their former affedrion, it’s to be prefumed, that like Spaniels, De miiieim 
they more fawned the more they beat them. And fuch Women as raviftied with 
the Perfons, and deportment of their French Guefts, would flock to Edit. Savi- 
flare at and admire them even at the Gallows, or when they were Arraigned 
or led to Execution, now might flay at home and fave their pains, might view Wanjbmlm 
Who are now and fatisfie themfelves with that contenting Tight, while they beheld them knock- videos quam 
eome to fettle j n g on the Head, or hanging up their dull Englijh Husbands, Sons or Brothers, tyra J*j c ' ® 
ie*r ancy. ^ t [ ie jr own Doors. But no more ofthisdifmal Subjedh Onely, Reader, remem- Nomumi 
ber that the fame Caufes ordinarily produce the fame Effects. We will dilmifsour Anglos traSs- 
Englijh Saxon Anceftors with what is more comfortable j by taking a view of their ^Fpbnii. 
Polity, their Laws, and better Cuftoms. ftmam, e?" 

earn partem 
confute que 
deYuoneTal- 

The Govern- 40. To begin at the top. From the courfe of this Hiftory, the Reader will ob- boss traBat. 
SSi. Monar " f erve that the Government was Monarchical, and that not onely in refpedt of "J* 

the particular Kingdoms during the Heptarchy, which had their peculiar Kings, hoc noftnm 
but even of the whole Body of the Nation, which was ufually Comrriarided by column. 
one of the (even, of all which Beda takes notice till his time, and Egbert more 
effectually than any of them completed the Defign, leaving his Pofterity in 
pofleflion of that Power, which brought the Sovereignty to the Houfe of the 
Weft Saxon Kings, that which none of the other could accomplilh as to their 
Families. The nature of the Monarchy we muft believe at the firft followed the 
Condition of the Tenure, abfolute Conquefts and Territories, both got and held 
by the Sword alone, ufually producing abfolute Governments, which many times 
either by reafon of the infirm Foundations laid by the Conquerours themfelves, 

Ar.d Arbitrary tile humour of the People not enduring fuch fubje&ion, or other accidents, change 
as by Con que- into more moderate and lefs Arbitrary. That Hengijl, *&lla and the other Cap- 
rours - tains, when they firft eredted their Dominations, Governed their Souldiers, whom 

now being Kings they called Subjects, with as great Authority, and as full Com¬ 
mand as tormerly, we little doubt. The Polity and Frame of their Govern¬ 
ments for a long time could not be very Poliffitj Laws and fetled Orders having 
little to doe amongft Arms and Confufion, and with Arms they were wholly ta¬ 
ken up, Conquering by dint of Sword every foot of ground they called theirs, 
generally throughout the Countrey, which having by main ftrength, and after 
much contention and tuging on bothfides, wrefted out of the hands of the Own¬ 
ers, they were afterwards as bufie in defending it, as well from the Incroach- 
Thtp Laws ments and Rapines of one another, as the Re-entries of its former Matters. There¬ 
at enacted. f ore till the time of Ethelbert the firft Chriftian King, hear we nothing of Laws, 
they having been formerly Governed by common Rules of natural Prudence, 
according to the Exigency of Affairs, and the nature of Circumftaqces, or 
liich Cuftoms as they brought along with them from their own Coun¬ 
tries. •: /. 

41 . After 


Off?, it Contemporary With the Con fantinop. Rom. Empire . 273 

41. After thdt their Kings became. Chriftian, they ftyled themfelves fuch, 

(in the Singular Number, I, though the Plural in King Ed r • ■ p . Merdorum in 

gar's days was givento Angle Perfons) By Divinepijpen. f 
By what Ti- f atl0n By (a) the Mercy of God, By ( b ). Divine Dlfpojltion , (b f S ic Kenulphus Hex Merciorum. 
ft:U h them- S and By (c) theGrace of our Lordjefus Chrifi, or fuch like, (0 itaWitlajhnMV Beonedus. 
feives. though fome of them omitted liich Expreffions, writing 

onely themfelves Kings of fuch a Countrey. The other fix Kingdoms being brought 
Under that of the Weft Saxons, the Weljh and Scots became alfo tributary, or 
acknowledged fuch Subjection, that Eadred the Son ot Edward the Elder, A. D. 

048. ftyled himfelf King (d) of Great Britain. Alter . . „ rt r 

him Elgar took the Tide of Monarch (f) of all Great 

Britain, and King (_fj °f Great Britain, and King (g) Of pdneipis magnee Britannix temper ale ge- 
all Albion, as alfo of the ® Maritime or King of the 

Jjlands,nnd of King of Albion and the ( JJNeighbourtng Kings, Mnuficentie p c (fidcns totius magnx 

in which Titles he acknowledged the very large Munifi- Britannia Monarcbiam. a. p. 996. 

cence of Almighty God, in that he was advanced above 

all his Progenitours. The reafon of thefe high Titles, may ^ D 970 . 

be fetch’d from What we have written of his being Waited M EgoEJgarus 

on, and rowed in a Boat by Eight Petty Kings or Princes, ioFvJitimorum feu infuia£rum 

amongft whom is found Maccufe King of the lues, for p^g Um babitantium.adcb ut nuiliut proge- 

Edgar is faid to have been Lord of all the Iflands, as far as hZlZP.A^97%*“* 

Norway. But this Dominion of the Northern Ifles conti- E ^ g E j^ arill totius Albioms %iiti- 

nued not long, but as with Edgar the Grandeur and Felicity moritmque Bpgum bafdeus. 

of the Englijh Monarchy, fo this large Title fell with him, 

not extending it felf to the Or cades, which as both Giraldus Ccmbrenfis and others 

affirm anciently were fubjeCt to the Kings of Norway, with one of whom^/z. Harold 2 c „. CU i 

Harvager as we have lately feen, Paul the Earl of Orcades came and fought againft 

our King Harold, the Son of Godwin. Yet though they might not ule the Tides, Ecclef. tuft. 

did many of the fucceeding Kings hold both Wales and Scotland in Subjection. ub.io.& 

The Englijh Saxon King whom they termed Cymn^and contra&edly at laft Cyn 5 , 

( as we now do the Saxon Language not knowing K ) had Sovereign Power ana te continual. 
Rights of Majefty, made Laws, failed Money, and had power of Life and Death, chronic. Sige- 
TheQueem as we (hall fee hereafter. The Wife of the King they called Cyen, as we at prefent ^ Ann, 
Queen, and (he was Partaker with her Husband though not in Sovereignty,} et in 
RefpeCt and Honour, till by reafon of the pragmatical Carriage of Eadburga, the 
Daughter of Offa, and Wife to Birtric, this Cuftome common to all Nations was 
interrupted in the Royal Palace of the Weft Saxons, where the Wives of the 
Kings were not fuflered to fit by them, nor to enjoy the Title of Queen, till 
tiffs Decree was repealed by King Ethelwulf, though with much trouble in fa¬ 
vour of his Queen Judith the French Lady. The Ring’s Son or the Heir to the 
Crown was cdlled Etheling, in Latin they termed him Clito, ( fignifying the 
the Ring 1 * as crefar, Ttinceps Juventutis or Nobilijfimus Cafar, amongft the Romans ) 

Heir and other thefe Names were j n a manner given to all of the Bloud-Royal, whom 

Hoveden in a diminutive way calls Clitmculi. The Eldeft by the Prerogative of 
his Age challenged juftly the Title of King after his Father’s death, but the Reader 
in perufal of this Hiftory may takenotice how often this Courfe was changed,when 
either force prevailed, a former agreement had palled, or the next and immediate 
Heir was but a Child. 

_ 42. Of all the Inftruments by which the Kings governed, their Principal were 

oTunS?* ° f their Councils. Of thefe they had two forts, viz. their Ordinary or Domeftick, 
cohfiftingof Domefticks, or fuch as were near their Perfons; or Extraordinary; 
which was the Great Allembly or Council held for determining the great and ur- 
The great Af* £ en t Affairs of the Kingdom. This was called Jucenasemote, or the Ajfembly df 
KXifor Wifemen , and confided of the Prelates and Noblemen, or chief Magiftrates of the 

governing the Kingdom. Hereof, befides what the Laws of Princes fpealc, we have ampleTelli- 
Natioa mony from feveral Charters of Kings, as well in the feveral petty Kingdorris du¬ 
ring the Heptarchy, as after it came fully to be reduced into one Monarchy. Ber- 
tulph the King of the Mercians in a Charter, wherein he confirms the Revenues 
and Privileges of the Monaftery of Croyland, fignifies that the Monaftery had ex¬ 
hibited their complaint before the (a) prelates and Nobles of his whole Realm 

querela vejlra 

per Frdtrem Askillum Cmmonachum vejlrum palam coram pnclatis & proceribus totiusfegnimei Mercia apud Bcningdtn 
ultimo congregatis. Omnibus tetterrimi compatientibus — placuit j apudIngulphtim, p. 858. Edit. Prancofurti. 


Mercia, 


{e) Complacuit unanimitcr mibilfi uni. 
verfi cohcilio.p■ 859. 

(f ) Et PoJJeJJio viris Epligiofis ammu. 


fixta, in Hebdomada Pafiha-pro Rpgni ne- 
gotiis congregati, iftud mtum Eegium Chi. 
rvgraphum Jan&ee crucis figno ftabilittr 
(3 immutabiliter confirmavi. jr. 861. 


.'•ununoned by 
Ediiit or Pro¬ 
clamation up¬ 
on extraordi¬ 
nary occafion. 
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Mercia, the lajl time affemlled at Beningdon, all who tenderly compafftonated them 
for the Injuries they had received, and having confidered and commended the Ac- 
curatenefs of their Religion, it pier fed them all by this King’s Inftrument to confirm 
and inlarge all their Privileges formerly granted to them by his Brother Withlaf. 

Wherefore with (^) the common Council of his whole King- 

dam , he grants fuch and fuch things ; again, he grants with conCtlio tBtiu 3 *sg- 

(0 the Common Council and free confent of all the Great (c) Cum communi concilia gratuit6q„ e 
Men of his Kingdom. And confenting (d) all his Frelates and con M u omnium magmtum j^gm mei 
Noblemen. And that it (<?) manmoufly pleafed him and his (d)CmfftRcntibus omnibuspr«Uti, & 

whole Council. Afterward in the fame Charter he figfiifies,that proceribus meis. 
their Poffejfion was in an efpedal manner appropriated to thefe v ^) g ^ff l f Bll ff naniinncr mil}i & uni. 
Religious Men, by the (fj Common Council of the Kingdom, (f ?£? Pofiffioliris Kgligiofis commu. 

And at length concludes in this manner. Therefore ( g) with ni Rsi ni concilio fpeciaiiter appropriate, 
theummmouavfent oftbeMpyfMCounMMrea^ 

bled at Kmgelbury, in the year of the Incarnation of oUr Lord prafinth concha hie apud Kingsbury an. 
Chrift 8 51 ,the fixth Day in Eafter -week, for the Affairs of the n r ° tncarmuimis chrifii Domini 851 feru 
Ms my Royal writing. Ihave cOnfirmnd firmly, and $8 
immutably with the fign of the Holy Crtffs, This abundantly rmaphum firm* crucis figno fiabiiitn 
ihews of whom the Great Council confifted which was held ® immutabiliter confirmavi. pr. 861. 
in Mercia for the publick Affairs of the Kingdom. At this time the King of Mercia 
was tributary to him of the Weft Saxons, which was Etbelwulf, as appears though 
feveral other ways by Oflat his Butler, who being prefent at the figning of the 
Charter witnefleth to it in this form. 1 Oflat the Butler of King Ethelwulf, and E i° Qfimpin. 
the Ambaffadour of him my Lord, and of his Sons.in their Names, and the Name o/^/Sg 
all the Weft Saxons have commended this writing of the Lord King Bertulph. His Legatus ipfi us 
being prefent at this Aflembly, and figning in the Name of King Ethelwulf of his *"*j. 
Sons, and all the Weft Saxons, feems to hint this to Us,that though thefe Tributary orum nomine' 
Princes as Kings held the Aflemblies of their Kingdoms, and therein made Laws, riorum & 
and otkerwife difpatched their great Affairs, yet in acknowledgement of the So -aSSSSUd 
vereignty of the Kings of the Weft Saxons, who now in effeeft were Monarchs chirographL 
over all, things were not ratified, but by the confent of the faid Weft Saxon D <f™ 
Kings, exprefled by their Ambafladoursfehton purpofe. phmLm’* 

43. When the whole Power was transferred upon the Weft Saxon Kings, and Commendavi. 
they were become Monarchs of the Englifh under them, alfo fuch Aflemblies ^ 86r * 
were held of the whole Nation, confifting of the lame forts of Perfons. As to 
goe no farther than Ingulphus, Edred who ftyled himfelf Monarch of Great Bri¬ 
tain, by his Ed id: fummoned all the Great {b~) Men of his 

Realm, as well Archbifhops, Bijhops and''Abbats as the reft ( b ) In FefioergoNativitatisB.Maria 
o f M Nobles of his whole Kingdom 1 ° meet a, London, * SStSS^SSFjSj^ 
handle the publick Affairs of the whole Realm. Here we fee <juam Epifiopi ac Abbates, quam catfri 
they were aflembled by the King’s Edi<ft, not by fending totim Rggni proceres & optimates Londo. 
to them all in particular, but by the way of Proclamation. E, 3 S±L&^**^ 
Their meeting was timed according to the Exigency of W /» premia Daminmm miomm 
Affairs, as that notable Council held at London , A. D. 833. ff b ‘ rt i tvefifaxonu & Etbeiwulfi 

under (V) Egbert for fuppreflion of the Danijh Pirates, which tjoribL'mTus^gU* in dvfm/Ln- 
continually infefted the Sea-coafts, at which were prelent d<mix ubi omnes congregati fimus pro con- 


Ordinarily at 
Eafter, Whit ■ 
Jimtidc and 
Cbrifimafs, 


Yet it is obfervable that their bufinefs giving them leave, f • 8 57- 
they would flay for feme remarkable day or time. As 
this Council was held on the Feaft of St. Augaftine the Confeflour, Dcxftour and 
Apoftle of our Nation as the Charter hath it, meaning Auguftine , the Monk, fent 
over to convert the Englijh Nation by Gregory the Great, whole Feftival was 
held in great efteem upon that account. The Councils held in Bertulph’s time, and 
formerly mentioned by us, aflembled at Eafter, and indeed this feems to have been 
the time chiefly refpeded when the occafion was not urgent arid prelfing, becaule 
the feafon being convenient for Travel, this Feftival in thofe days was wont by 
Princes more magnificently to be obferved, and their Courts now were wont to 
be more full oi the Nobility, who ufually waited upon Kings at the Celebration 
of it, Whitfuntide and Chriftmafs, but efpecially of it, as appears from what we 
reade of Charles the Great, and as we fee by the Letter of King Canute written 
to his Subjects from Rome, the Princes of Italy flocked to that City to celebrate 
together with the Pope that Holy Feaft. Of courfe therefore coming to Court, 
at that time it was molt convenient to hold the Aflembly, Eafter, Whitfuntide 

and 
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' and Chriftmafs , were thefordinary times for holding thefe great Councils. Yet Se£t. 12; 

that Aflembly fummoned by King Edred, was held on the Feaft of the Nativity 

° f 44? We^aTC "heard that thefe Great Councils confifted °^ P ^ la ^ s ^ nd r ^^ 
blemen, exprelTedby thefe Latin words, Proceres, Magnates and Opttmaies , (.not 
the leaft mention of any of the Common People being madd) but. for a. betta 
undemanding of the thing in hand,we muft knpwwhat they cated l thenun th«r 
own Language. Here to fetch the matter as high as we can, v.^e ihallRetake^our ^ 

felves to the Laws of King Ina, the firft of any Engkjh Saxon King certain- ^ rea 6 x J a 
ly extant, who tells us that he compofed them by the counfel-and advice of his Cynins 
Father Ceured, of Hedda and Erkenwald his Bifhops, and all his Aldermen, and mit> ^praht 
the Eldeft Wife Men of his Nation, and alfo in a great Aflembly of the Servants -j mu, 1 $ 
of God : of Bifhops there is no doubt. As for Aldermen the Latin ^ Tranflatour pe Cenpe- 
rprms it Senators but this leaves us in as great obfcurity. Firft then, the word &er nun.r 
who werc eafeonman was fo general as to fignifie and comprehend aU that were eminent F»£P ^ 
called to this refpeift of their Dignity or their Offices, aXi Regult, Subreguli, Princes, ^ e0 . 

Great Aflem- erther ^ipe 0 f Magiftrates. Butfuch of them muftbe here meant r “gf 

as^muft correVfKind with what folfows, vhu the * Wife Eldersy f^.^ as may ^ l6ej . 
be called Magnates, Optimates and Proceres, for fuch they are ftyled in General in mme] . blf . 

rVirn^nnonrd Carters Thofe therefore whom Writers m Latin call Du- ceop e r -3 
the ^ementioncd Cnarters. 1 ^ie rner Aldermen, asmibeallum 

c« and Comites were ^ and ^ris, ^ ^ Authours; in minum ea l- 

Kmz Alfreds Tranflation of Beda, and in the Annals nothing more ordinary. 

Any emfoent Judge alfo or Judiciary was alfo known by the word Alderman. 

But more particularly we meet with 'he Alderman of England, for fo was^//w» ran ^ 
S iappired by his t Epitaph in the Church of Romfey which he hunfelf ^ ^ 
Founded. Now by this Tide what elfe can be meant than him whom following eac mycel- 
rimi called The Chief faft ice of all England, we cannot devife, for that Adwinvoas pe roranun- 
^Tndpeis II evi<font enough, and that being the Younger Son of Athelftan Dukeg Gobep 
of ^famffe Birth he coufi have no fuch Title. Therewasa-W 
nother railed the Kinds Mormon, either for that he was contented immedtateiy 
by the Kinrnor becaule he adminiftred the Kin^s Jufttce, and he feems to have been „„ „, r ,„ 
ordained [of a time as occafion ferved. Th™ was th«e the Aldenmn of the Sh 
nr the Sc hi reman, viz. he whom tliey called m Latin Comes, as the Shire it lelx.^.^ Jtx 
Cornitatus Or it feems rather to fignifie the Judge of the County skilled in the *» 

Sffoe Deputy^^it were of him whom they called Eorl (like as the Snlii- 
had two or three Judges under the Count, whom they called Sagibarones) anA y ondmitaque 
ininerl hv the Laws with the Bilhop of the Diocefs both as to Dignity and the Prubyteris. 
joint^^utfon^of'thdrOffices intlfe meeting of the Countrey which they cal- 

i„ j pnlrmote nusinclytiBs- 

4J . That the Borin or Earl was diftinfl firomdih '. Aldarman appears from 
Laws of King Athelftan, which in’the valuation of Men equals the Archbilhop # .J Angli(t 
TheValuati- and the Earl , as alfo .the Alderman and the Bilhop fettmg the H^d s °; the 
°?^ d ° ffice former at fifteen thoufand Tbrymfes, and thdfe of the later but at eight thoufendt gjg Jjj£ 
mo d n r ^H n> as the Head of him we call Vicecomes at four thoufand, Being thus joyned m cu i 0 f us fund*-. 
IS?” and “luation with the Bilhop, foe Laws of both King Edgar and King C- BJ - 
them in the Folcmote or Meeting of the Shire where they command that both 
be prefent ; the Alderman to teach the People their Duty as tojhaWcxid^^G^r. 
and the Bilhop to inftruft them in reference to that to c °me , as thence of 
the Earl was to protect the Shire j fo that the. Office of the Earl refpe&ed the w 
PoUtical Government and Defence, that of the Alderman matter of Law, and */F pce bifa- 
thatofthe Biihop things concerning Religion. But both as we laid, the Earl opep *360^- 
and Judge in general expreflion were called Aldermen, efpecially before the Danes P^pe-^ 

came to fettle in England. For the word Eorla js of Danijfh Original, as Witnef- P m 

feth f Ethelwerd the Hiftorian, and after the Englijh received it, beftowedit U P^] SrcSUA 
the Superiour fort of Aldermen, whom the Laws (as we have faidj ranked eal{jo ^ 
with an Archbifhop, and to. an Inferiour it is never found applied. Alter tlie manner 
comino- in of the Normans the word was applied to him, whom the Dutch call a V jui cq. 
Grave 65 though Sir II Henry Spelman thinks that in the days of am Saxons it rather \Vndccim 
fignified whom the Latin Writers called Dux, and Conful as a general Name, 
than Comes, becaufe he whom the Law of Athelftan makes equal with the Bilhop Dani ) Eor i as 
was alfo called Comes. But it feems when our Saxcn Anceftours took the Namei 5 te«™-_ 
of Earl from the Danes, they took it quite away indeed, and robbed them of it. y viispelmm. 
For now amongft them there is no fuchj&vord, as neither Ear nor Ar (fignifying *» voce. 

N n > Honour J 
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on and Office 
of Alderman, 
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comprifed Archbilhops Billion? AhlJL d - U £ de H 16 ^ 31 ? 6 of AIderrnen J and lo alfo are 
under the Thefe WW a oic Tfc^S’r-r w te » Pnefts and Monks on the part of the Cierov 

All thev are mmL&ll but ■meanly converfant in the Monuments of thofe Ages. 

Lav Kw?“JP** U " d ^ tlle .. Name «f the Servants of God, afiyeli asfhe 

tw. 

wwSe'cLamr^in f'H^"°"f - 

Ser g fon were the feflfr * AlZ " n °T ar 5 , called the King's Barons. The * ~™. « U 
fer fort of Barons jmlfe „t u under fci, being the fame with the lef-f"™"""" 

by, though feme of the lower iort of Thanp< mlcrBr ^ were meant here- A "Scopian 

Council as there was occafion to \ T gh L ° ccaflona!1 v be called to the/«W 

=* 

IF 1 tzss&r 

^egnar- 
* Lej^Seg- 

Ts‘SZ'SZ'LZl^,% ^J f^J^ <* H?»«ur. sa. Somneri Gi.fi,. in „ c . T$ 
,.JIm,l,Umm. mi in Gmmnia TnLfiLZ, mL, dSZKLSSi / ”” i ** S„„„„ 


sttJiStESsa'; aa^ras ** g?» 

chiefeft Officer under the King was his rw,i t nd Em P lo yments. The 
were the Earls, Countsor ^d«menoSrf°wi gvermng ofthe People, 
pofe held another AITembly or Sundl Wh “ for , th ‘ s P ar ‘ 

gathered together was called Folcmote f from the Folk or People therein 

military Officers called Heretoch! The DeputS^rf^ f &lf ° “SftF fort of 

when evided they were to put riShi P I° pneIy was «™d> and 

Writer it fartlter fppSrs,‘n* Po ^* on ' , Fl '°™ the fame 
led La,iu ra| - 

1 taf It rfSe ISXSkt^ “ ntina ”tw a ard 

™ 4 3ia*s"i"gs,^ srjsjs - —»•» *■ «* 

Laws of Edward the Confeflbur “ There °( th ® interpolated the 

“ he) conftituted throughout all Counts and Pm'“ ?,! 

“ vend 
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ADefcription “ veral Shires which the Englijh called Heretochs , viz. Nolle, Eminent, Wife,SzOL 12. 
of Heretochs. “ Faith full and Courageous Barons, in Latin DuRores Exercitus, whom the French 
“ named Capital Conftables, or Marlhals of Armies. In Battels they Marlhalled Ar- 
<c mies, and railed Forces as occafion ferved, and when they thought fit for the 
“ Honour of the Crown, and the benefit of the Kingdom. Now thefe Men were 
“ chofen by the Common Council, for the common Utility of the Realm through 
“ all the Provinces and Countries, and the feveral Counties in full Folcmote , as 
“ the Sheriffs of Provinces and Counties ought to be chofen • fo as in every Coun- 
“ ty there was ever one Heretoch chofen to conduct the Forces of his Shire accor- 
“ ding to order received from our Lord the King for the Honour and Profit of 
“ the Crown of the laid Kingdom, always when need required. Whofoever for 
“ fear of Battel or Death lhall fly from his Lord, or Allociate in the Conduit of 
“ his Heretoch , either in an expedition by Sea or Land, is to loofe all he hath, 

“ life and all, and the Lord may feize upon that Land which he formerly gave 
“ him. Here add that all Men were bound to be provided of Arms, out of St 
“ Edward's Law. 3 j. They were chofen then as Sir Henry Spelman obferves in full 
Folcmote , not in the Aflembly of the beginning of May, of which wefliali fpeak 
anon, but at the beginning of Oftoler. At thefe Folcmotes thefe Heretochs * were * Ab ]>pe 
prefent, and with the approbation of the Aflembly ordered what was to be done, Excrcitus & 
in reference to the Militia. This Popular Election of them feems to have been ta- ro 5 en du- 
ken from the Germans , as appears from the Laws of the Boii. f And as Thing fo ^ Bafavi 
Name came from them, with whom frill at this day Hertog anfrvereth to the hodie diamt 
Latin Dux, and they as well as our Saxon * Anceftours frill give that Title to ^Hertog van 
thofe Princes, and great Nobles which with us ufe the ftyle of Dukes. Yet t^w„}SZ~ 
thefe our Heretochs were no fuch kind of Perlbns, but either of the fame am, (3c. 
Dignity, and account with the Sheriffs or inferiour to them. For t be *jamS^onic2 
Laws of Henry the Firjl directing who Ihould be prefent at the Shire- A^erumque 
mote order that there be the Bijhops, Comites , and Vicecomites, then the He- Latins nunc 
retochs, Tri^pingreves, Ledgreves, &c. Sir + Henry thinks them the lame with thofe co^mZ- 
whom the Laws of thelftan call Holdes; for as he joins Shire-reeves and He- cant Mercio- 
retochs together, fo doth he alfo Holdes and Hehgereeves, by which no other nm, fer Hum 
than the Shire-reeves are fignified. But thus we have Ihewed that both the one /Hf^bepe 
and the other were chofen in the Folcmote , which as to the Shire-reeves held jjenetoran 
till the ninth year of Edward the Second, or the year of our Lord 1315-. After- \vide hie mi 
wards great Conteftsand Tumults arifing they came to be pricked by the King, spel. 
in the manner they are at this prefent. rtfihaUo 

49. But farther. What has been faid of the Power of the Heretochs , as to rai¬ 
ling and management of the Militia of the Shire, mull for all this be meant fub- 
. ordinately to the Earl or Alderman. For in the Saxon Annals and other Hifto- 
ries throughout, upon all occafions we find thefe great Men, thofe whom in La¬ 
tin they called Duces and Comites, frill to be up and fighting, and of thefe Here¬ 
tochs, otherwife than in the Law Books, find we no mention, their Actions and 
How thefe . Authority being hid under that Employment of the Counts. They were chofen 
chafferT WCre ky the People in the Folcmote, as the Knights of Shires at this day, the Al- 
0 en * derman. Count or Earl, was appointed by the King, continued during pleafure 
for a time, or was now and then Hereditary as the Prince thought convenient 
The Office of Count, Earl or Alderman, was to prevent and punilh Force and 
Their Power, Injury, reftrain Robberies, and keep the King’s Peace, not onelyby the vigour piAit. ina 
Di«y and Re- D f the Laws, butif need ferved, by force of Arms; the King’s Dues, as Cuftoms Aluredi,*iid* 
ar * and Tributes, he Cohered and brought into the Trealury. Yet the Caufes og rum P a jf‘m. . 
Noblemen were not tryable in his Court, a thing in force fo much at this day, 
that Actions of Debt or Injuries cannot be tried in the County Court, if the 
value of the thing contended for be not under forty Ihillings. This is farther re¬ 
markable, that no Man by the Laws of King Alfred, could change his dwelling C. 33; 
without the knowledge and teftimony of the Alderman, in whole Shire he lived, c. 34'- 
In cafe he had taken, a Thief and difmifled him, or concealed the theft, he was to 
loofe his Shire, except the King pleafed to difpenfe with him by the Laws of In a. 

As the reward of his fervice, or ftipend from the profits arifing out of the Muhfts 
and Pleas of his County, he received the third penny, as did the French Counts, 
in the time of Charles the Great, which Cuftome was continued by the Normans 
after the Conqueft. From Doomfday Book alfo, it appears, that the Earl or Count 
received certain Rents or Payments from particular Towns, as that of Chichefier 
paid fifteen pounds to the King, and ten to the Earl. Such was the power, duty 
and reward of this great Officer, in Saxon called Alderman, m Latin, Dux or 

Comes, 
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Sedt 12. Comes, and often Conful • for our Writers about the Norman times, confound thefe 
* Names, and finding them given to great Officers abroad, handle them hand over 
head ; infomuch, that William the Conquerour himfelf, they more commonly 
call Comes than Dux. His power was great, the extent of it was through his 
Shire or County, of the Original of which, and the nature of it, we muft add a 
little. 

50. Shire or Scire, fignifieth a Settion or Divifion, being a certain Portion of A jtypah 
the Kingdom, into many of which, the whole was, as it were, cut or divided, 

The Divifion j n i^tin it was called Comitatus , from the Officer of it in the fame Language mount, To 
Of the Land. ComeSy as County at prefent from the Count, in French Comte , which word fte «> a pair 

we rejed:, though County and Countefs , thence derived, we retain. At what time, J fl Jj 1 « rj > and 
and by whom this Partition of the Land was made, is fomethingcontroverted* 
the general opinion following the credit of Ingulphus , who writes, that Shires, 
were firft made by King Alfred. Speaking of this Prince, how in ordering the 
matters of his Kingdom, he was moft carefull and fagacious, he tells us the occa¬ 
fion to have been; “ Thatfomeof his Subjeds,taught and incouraged by the ex* 

“ ample of the Danes, pra&ifed Robberies, and committed violence upon their 
“ Neighbours, whom defiring to reftrain, he firft changed all the Pagi and Pro- 
Into Provin- « winces of England into Counties, Countits he divided into Centuries or Hundreds, 

Hiuid S redi*and “ and Hundreds into Tenths or Tithings , that every legal Inhabitant might be 
Tithing*. “ found in fome certain Hundred and Tithing, and if any one was fufpedted of a 
<c Robbery, by his Hundred or Tithing he fhould either be condemned or acquit- 
“ ted. He adds, that the Governours of Provinces, whom formerly they called 
“ Vicedomini , he divided into two Offices, viz, into Judges, whom we now call, 

“ faith he, Jufiitiaries , and into Vicecomites, who ftill retain the fame Name. 

Their Go- « By the care and induftry of thefe Men, the Countrey was prelently brought 
vemour*. « tQ ^ g reat tranquillity, that in cafe a Traveller left any money in the Fields or 
“ High-ways, if he came the next day* or a month after, he might find it. So 
“ much Ingulphus. ( a 

yi. Before the Divifion into Shires, we fee by him there were Pagt or Territo¬ 
ries and Provinces. And feveral of thofe we now term Shires, are by Ajferius 
called Pages, as thofe of Sommerfet, Sujfex and Cornwall; and Wilfcire he calls by 
this very Name. Nay muchancienter than this is the word Scire * being found in * LL.ime^i, 
the Laws of King Ina, who fpeaks of the Ealdorman forfeiting his Shire, asalfoof® 39 ’ 

* Scirmen. Now as we have feen before in the Hiftory of Alfred, Ajferius lived in *L. 8. viJe 
that King’s time and wrote his life, and a wonder it is that fpeaking of many other inLU 
remarkable things he fhould make no mention of this famous Divifion of the 
Land. To be fure whether there were thofe fame Divifions we now call Shires, 
there were thofe Officers they then in Latin called Comites, who not being 
merely Titulars furely had their feveral and relative' Diftri&s called Comitatus. 

Oithe Comites For in the Hiftory of the fame Ingulphus, in the Charter of the Foundation of Croy- 
and Viaco- land Abby by Ethelbald King of the Mercians, in the Year DCCXVI, we find 
* mt one Egga fubferibing by the Title of Comes Lincoln, another Leucitus by that of 
Comes Leicejler, and another calling himfelf Saxulph the Son of Count Saxulph. 

Nay in the lame Authour in the Charter of King Kenulph which confirms the 
other in the Year DCCCVI. mention is made of Thor old Vicecomes of Lincoln, 
above threefcore years before King Alfred came to be King. It’s certain during 
the Heptarchy, the feveral Kingdoms had their Diftri&s, Territories and Divifions, 
fometimes taken from the Habitation of fuch and fuch a People, as the Wiccii, 

JWeanvari, Girnii and Gaini, of whom we find the Father-in-law of King Alfred, 
to be ftyled Comes. So that Province of Mercia, lying near Lincoln, or that we 
now call Lincolnjhire, was anciently divided into three Parts, the very fame, and 
by die very fame names they are now known, viz. Lindfey by Beda, called Lindijft 
from the City, doubtlefs, which he termes Lindecollina Civitas-, Kefteven by Ethel- 
iverd, the Hiftorian, called Ceoftefne Wood, and Hoy land, which if Ingulphus may 
be credited, took its name from Hoy, by which our Saxon Anceftours meant that 
we now call Hay, or elle being in quality like to Holland, in the Low-Countries, 
from the fame reafon fetcht its appellation, being as infirm, or hollow as it. 

j 2. Now for the Shires, probable it is that fuch other Divifions as were formerly 
made, during the Heptarchy, being found convenient, ftill continued; and that others 
were made as there was occafion, by reafon of any newer Town, that .was found 
fitter to be the Head of the Divifion ; for the convenience of refort to the Folcmote 
of 1 the'name" or Shiremote, and by reafon of the decay of a former place. Of tliis later na- 
of the Shire, ture, we take the Town of Derby to have been, which was not of any note till 

that 
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that Repandune (now Repton') the Seat of the Mercian KingsWas .decayed, butSeft. lil 
being a lurkinghole of the Danes, whereas it’s former Name was Northworthzge, 
from them, as Ethelward witnefleth, or in their Tongue, received that of Deoraby, 
contracted as fome think from Derwenfby, becaufe fituate upon the River Derwent ^ ^ 
Ingulphus writes exprefly, that in the time of the Darnjh Kings, the Limits and 
Bounds of Territories and Shires, were tranflated and very much altered from the no, enmm* 
ancient ftate wherein they had flood, as often asrich Men-who had money where- 
with to bribe, were concerned. In the times of the Danes were thirty two Shires, ttim AngHam 
of which, they invaded fixteeh at one impreffioh, which number, in the time opprimemibus, 
of theConquerour,asappeareth by DoomfdaV Bobkit felfj wasincreafed to thirty 
four, although fome have written of thirty fix. We faid that fome piftrids, du- f i„rima pri- 
ring the Heprarchy, might be continued afterward, when the whole Monarchy 
came to be aftetward divided into Shires; but that generally it was not fo, we-J^ r , m , 
may guefs from a certain fragment, which belonging tpLorne time ot the Hep- aC prorJiu j>,f- 
tarchv, (hews that the Land had other Regions diftinguKhed by Hides after this 
Another divi- manner. Myrena contained 30000. Hides, Wokenfetna yoao. WeJternO. 7:000, Pec- r errttaricrum , 
[etna 1200. Elmedfetna 600. Lihdesfarona 7000. .South'Gjmr 600. Nojth Gyrxoa 
Huks 7 C 600. EafttfW {00. Weft Winna 600. Spalda.600. Wigsjla 900. Hertf*n 1*00. 

Svoeordora 300. Eyfla 300. Wicca 300. Wihtgora 600. Noxgaga 5000 pOhtgaga t , ri fenfm 
2,000. Hwincna 7000. Clinternfetna 4000. Hendrica ^q.f^ecunggd l *°°' “peenni* 

[eatna 600. Fearfinga 300. Belmiga 600. Witkertgga 600. Eaft Wtlla 600.^ Weft tn 

Willa6oo Eaft Entile 30000. Eaft Sexend 7000. Cant warena ijooo. SoUch^&x^- membus bnr- 
na 7000. and We&Sexena 100000. Hides. Of thefe Hides, we fhall onely re- 
mark that from divifion of fuch Territories as here arej into but 10 many, the 
quantity of them muft be very various, for other reckonings do not agree With 
this. In ancient times they much ufed the word Setna, for -fnhabitantvterming tfj i x u 
alfo thofe that lived upon Mountains, Dunfaten. We are told that this Catalogue 
onelv refpeCts the Land lying on this fide Humber; fo that the Kingdom of the 
Northumbrians being left out of it, and the five laft Regions containing fo many- 
other idBRonisof the Heptarchy, that of Mercia muft have contained the reft- 
before mentioned. Pecfetna, was the Seat of fuch as Inhabited the Mountains, of 
the Peak, which was with other low grounds, afterward Affigned to Darby. Lin- 
desfarona, was Lindfey, South Qyrwa and North Gyrwa, were the Fenny Habita¬ 
tions of the Gitvitot Gernii, formerly mentioned, part were bolonging to Lincoln- 
(hire, viz. North Gyrwa, and the reft to the'-other Counties adjoyning. Ea FiSexe- 
na, South ^xe«d and Canttvarena, being formerly Kingdoms, and found to be of 
a proportionable.fize, without much variation, were lelt and made fo many ohires 

n, Some Divifions therefore or Shires, King Alfred might find, others hh might 
add and he or his complete the Number which we faid were found in the Da- 
mfb times. If he divided not all the Land firft into Shires, the Shires he fubdivi- . 

Th. occafion ded into Hundreds, and thefe Hundreds into Tithings. Of thereafter Ihgulpha 
Of fubdivi- rhe jytonk of Malmesbury writes, that becaufe the Inhabitants, taking occafion Z -W 
from the Barbarians “ praeftifing Robberies, fo that there was no Trav el 1 bg with- 
dred* and Ti- ** out defence of Arms, he ordained Centuries, which they call Hundreds, and 
thing*. « Decima > Sj which they name Tithings 5 that every Englifh Man, living honeltly, 

« might be found in his proper Hundred and Tithing. Ifit happened that any 
^ 00^ were accufed of a Grime, out of his Hundred and iithin he was to pro- 
« duce Sureties or Bail, if none would Bail him, he was to undergoe thefevetity- 
« of the Laws* in cafe any accufed Perfon, either before or after Bail given* 

« fliould make his efcape, all in the Hundred and Tithing fhould fiiie to the King. 

« By this Device, he procured fuch Peace to the feveral Countries, that where 
« Highways parted, he caufed Golden Bracelets to be hung upon Pofts, which de- 
« r ided the avarice of Paflengers, of whom none dared to take them away. 

« xhis gives us an account of the occafion of their Inftitution, and of the Suc- 
« cefs- As for the Divifion of the Land into them, it was neither certain nor 
th» Divifion <c equal. Gervafe of Tilbury wrote, that an Hide of Land confifted of an hun- 
hot certain « dred Acres, and an Hundred of certain hundreds of Hides. Sr. Henry Spelman, 
nor equal. t hatof purpofe he affignsno certain number, for one Hundred was 

three or four times bigger than another. Some have held that an Hundred con¬ 
fifted of an hundred Villages, as Giraldus Cambrenfis defcribes the Welfb Cantred. 

But at prefent, fcarcely any where are there to be found throughout England, an 
hundred Villages in one Hundred; fcarcely half fo many; they are great ones that 
contain thirty or forty. Many have but ten, feme but twb,and feme, as the Hum 
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Setf:. 12. dredsof Cherham and Mar Jen in the County of Kent confift but of one a-piece 

HunSfe'dfand anhaf ^ ** fr ° m D °** , ‘* B °° k > paid for ^ vdve 

S 4 . My Opinion is, that at firft an Hundred corififted of 100 Hides, and that 
afterwards the quantity came to be altered, as all humane Inftitutions are fubjedf 
5 i an , ge ’ ?? d tyriphus tells us that great alteration was made in the Divifions 
of the Land u> the time of the Danes. Juft fo at Rome when the feveral Centuries 
of the People were firft ordained, a refped: was had to the Number, but afterwards 
w hen Scrvius modelled the State anew he increafed the numbers of People very 
obferveH j Ut let the Name ftill remain as in that Hiftory we have 

The Govern- SST? “^ R^ der and given him warning not to take a Century for an hun- 
taent of the Jed Men? but fuch a Divifion of the People. The Hundred to be fore was a part 
Hundred. ofthe Shire where an hundred men prefided as Prefervers of the King’s Peace! 

being called Hundreders and in Latin Centuriones and Centenarii. They had 

h3t nC r^ e mid n e f0rt °U C l U t S , and Suits * the inferiour being 
heard in the TithingorDecuria, by the Tithingmen or Decuriones , (each Hundrek 

£ T% ng T n / ttht, fl an 1 hi S h f f *** or SclZoteV Over 

nd t lC one prefided, called the Lord of the 

Hundred ; not in his own right, but of the Count or Sheriff of that Shire , to which 
the Hundred 1 did belong. Moft anciently he was chofen by the People, though 
a Statute of the Second long after appropriated the Election to the Chfn- 

cellour, Treafurer and Barons of the Exchequer. He received money from thofe 
that were under his Jurifduftion, and had many Privileges. The Court of the 
Hundred, by the Laws of King Ina and Edward the Confeffour, was to be held 
ZZ y ™° nth > eXC fK the Affairs required hafte, and then feveral Hundreds 
* 7 ere ca led to S ether 1 for quicker difpatch. It was not lawfull for any 

Wed Whom’ p a PP ^ rS lr n m , the Uws J Ki °g Ed & r ' The Thanes here aHbrZ 
o bled, whom Pofterity called Barons and Ecclefiaftical Judges too, for as the 

t0 j e , prefe f at the County Court, fo others of 8 the Clerar at this, 

. and as there fo here both Ecclefiaftical and Secular Matters were heAnd de* 

cdSr 4 urL^o l hVt CoHiuerour ffiffhjmiilhed the Jurifditfions, and^mmand- vide seideni 
th 3 ?vi * l eh ^ d a ‘JP ar ^ as “ evident from a Writ of his directed to all '*»**&//*. 2. 
that lived within the Diocefe of Lincoln, wliich prohibits all Bilhops and Arch- e ' 7 ‘ 
paeons any more to determine their bufinelTesin the Hundred; or to bring a 
Caufe concerning the regiment of Souls before Secular Perfons. But if any appli¬ 
cation was made about any Caufe or Crime relating to Ecclefiaftical Laws thev 
H| aP 5° intaP r7 f meeting where they thought convenient, and there right 

accoldint d t° n vh t0 r ° d and 5 h S B v hop, l not after the cuftome ^e Hundred, but 
according to the Canons and Epdcopal Laws. 

third Vi mf?° Urt day ^gP ub h |hed a We ek before if any one were abfent the ^ heI 
cafeii^pald nnMviQ w ?° nt , umacious a g ainft the King himfelf; and in Jiani.tt 

fate the T awf f j hlS G<X ?J ^ ere ro be feized - When the Court was ^ ^ 

Sould tat 'n n f helre i commanded that twelve Elderly men of free Condition S eraoe Foji- 
dlmi.i T ° a h together With the Prefident, that they would neither Con- pcce - 

it is aifo called andftufi cS^ w? theGuilty. The Hundrelby another name was 
a Wapentack. 7 ?“ ltul 1S called a Wapentack from the Saxon Wtepen and Tac; which lignifies ta- 

o^oZuZnZ- , Hovt ^ e * thinks it fo named from Kchfog gST 

f . Weapons or Arms* The ancient Germans indeed, from whom 

thrill WJ L haVe f® W& Sa *™ defeended, neither met in C^uncd nor S 
tlW lt J out , thei TW^pons, and when any Propofal they Eked they teftified 
ato ? hy the taking together of their Arms, a s Tacitus infbrmsS 
hav/hZ ? ” u e ieve the Inftit Ution of Hundreds or Wapentacks it felf to 
^ US and t0 rile ^"Js, from the Laws of whom as 
alfo thole of Charles the Great it is evident that the Courts of the - Centenaries 
T hC LombarJs and a °cient Franks were ordered by the fame almoft 
Cuftoms and Laws as ours are and were. But we are told by one very knowSg 
m the Saxon Tongue, that the Word Tac with our Anceftours never lignified Taf- 

C^0n^^Aim° UClm& . fothat ? deriV l-^ <f; * / ^ fr0mtbe touc king or Con -Wapentack. 
BromotfM t can . not > according to him, be warranted by the Etymology. 

Brompton the Abbat gives us another derivation, writing that it was called Wapen- 

underT TurT^° me> thaC ^ any i° rd of the Hundred was new made, thofe 
ddiviiTh^w i<ai ° n were , wont “ a Ceremony, and in token of fubjedtion, to 
™ h “ Weapons or Arms up to him. Whether this be more agreeable or 
«otto the Etymology, the Germans are wont from fuch like Ceremony to term 

their 


Named alfo 
Letb v c] Laths- 
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their ielfer fort of Valfals, whom otlierwife they call Arimanni , Wapendemamen, Se^ia. 

° r f^BuiTif'credit be to be given to thePublilher of the Laws of Ring m&JDen,nJreJ.s 
ItsEtymoiogy. f ) je c ' 0 nJeffour , the former Etymology is the trueft, the reafon this. When any i en 
" one lav they, undertook the Government of the Wapentack , at the appointed 
« time and wonted place, all the Elderly men gave him aMeetmg, and as he ligh- 
“ ted from his Horfe all did him reverence. He ere&mg his Lance received an 
« Agreement or Aflodation according to the cuftome from all, and all thole that 
« W ere alfembled with their Lances touched his Lance, and fo by the Contract oi 
« Weapons ftrengthened them, an agreement being thus publickly made, tor m 
« Em U Arms Ire called p^'nu, and caccape fignifies to Confirm ; as it were a 
« Confirmation of Arms; or to fpeak moreexprefsly, accordmgto the Engltjh 
« Tongue Wapentack is the Touching of Arms ; for pepnu fignifies Arms and tac 
« is Touching. Therefore it may fufficiently be known, that for this Reafon all 
« the Aftembly was called Wapentack , becaufe by this Touching of Arms they 
« confederated amongft themfelves. There were alfo other Divifions above 
Another Divi- 11 pentads, , which they called which was the third part of the Provmce. 

lion called « 'j'[ 10 fe tliat ruled over them were called ] > ) u ^ un 5 e P e F a r, before whom were brought « >n i eT - 
Thrthmgas. u fiich Caufes fls CQuld not ^ decided in Wapentacks. And fo what the Engltjh 
« in general called Hundreds , the Counties of Tork } Lincoln , Nottngham , Leiceffer , 

« and Northampton , as far as Watlingftreet termed Wapentacks , and what they 
, “ termed three or four Hundreds, thefe called ^P lhin S a . But in fome Provmces 

S e ve,&x.“ they were called W*, which thefe called Thrihinge: And what could not be Let^dUths 
« tried by the Thrihinge, was removed into the Shire. Here the Reader may ob- 
ferve what Counties they were that ufed the word Wapentack and the word Thri¬ 
hinge, which he muft by no means confound with Tithing ,; for the one is fo named 
from Three and the other from Ten. The Divifion of Shires belonged to the 
King, the Divifions of Hundreds and Wapentacks to the Earl or Shentt. 

cn m Sufch was the Divifion, Government, and Governours of the Countries or 
Provinces. The Cities and greater Towns had alfo their Governours, who were 
alfo called Eddormen, which name in them continues to this very day, and their 
power, as the publilher of Edward the Confeffour s Laws affirms, was much like 
Th c to that of the Governours of Hundreds and Wapentacks. Having told us that 
noursof ct Greve was a Name of Authority extending to Shires, Wapentacks, or Hundreds, De Gw. 
ties and great an( j to Towns alfo, that it fignified properly what Dominus doth in Latin, that 
Towns - the Teutonicks, as Frifons, and thofe of Flanders called their; Governours 
Mergreves, he adds, “ That in his time they who had authority over others, 

“ W ere called Greves, amongft the Britains in the time of Romans they were 
“ termed Senatours, and Aldermen by the Saxons, not in refpedt of their Age,fome 
“ of them being young, but for their Wifedom and Experience, and their know- 
, « ledge of the Laws. And that I may confefs the truth, faith he, the Aldermen 

Aldermen. <t a jfo ^ t h e Cities of this Kingdom in their Bailywicks, in their clofe Burghs, 

<e their Walled Towns and their Caftles have the fame Dignity and manner of 
“ Power as the Governours of Wapentacks and Hundreds have in their 3 aily wicks 
Their Power “ under the King’s Vicecomes, or Sheriff throughout the Kingdom. For it is 
and Duty. « their d ury to pre ferve the Laws, Liberties, Rights, and Peace of the King, as 
« alfo the juft cuftoms of the Kingdom, fuch as are ancient and approved by our 
“ good Anceftours, inviolably, without fraud or delay, all manner ol waysac« 
thhv w/i. “ cording to their power. When any hidden, unexpefted, doubtfoll, or ill thing 
them Nations “ happens againft the Kingdom or Crown of our Lord the King in their Baily- 
of the fame 11 wicks, they ought to ring the Bells, in Englifk called mocbell } to call all tne Pul/htts cam- 
Original. « p eop i e together, which Meeting in Englifk they call polcmose, that 

“ the calling or Congregation of all the People, becaufe all that live under tne /» ho- 
« Protection and in the Peace of the King, within the faid Kingdom, ought to reahhusparti- 
“ meet, and there by their Common Council provide for the Indemnity of the Locu J ubi 
“ Crown or this Kingdom, and for reprefling the Infolence of Malelaorours. ror convenirefik- 

“ it is ordained, that there the whole People meet once in a year, 'viz. on the 
“ Firft of May, and by Oath confederate ana unite themfelves as fworn Brethren litum 
« together with the Ring to defend the Kingdom from Strangers and its Enemies, The Moote- 
<c with all Fidelity to delend his Territories and Honours, arid to be faithfull to Ha 
“ the faid Lord the King, both within and without the Kingdom of Britain. 

“ This ought all Princes and Earls to doe, and fwear together, before ’the Bilhops 
« of the Kingdom in polcmore; and in like manner all the Nobles of the King- 
“ dom, as alfo the Souldiers and ail Freemen whatfoever of the whole Kingdom ol 

O o ‘ Britain* 
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^ObiivioA till railed as it ware front thfdcd ty 


King. “*“ “ “ ” CTC Irom tne ** ^ Edgar the Englift Sixou 

the difference Burghers or Citizens termed Burohmote held «ux o» , /• e and f . ot her of 
of them. alfo differed, that by the Law of^Kintr PJ™, ° ^ federal times, and in this they 

but the BurghmoteSe Ve y ^ 8 ^ whtf Ss°"** 
not to be underftood of fuch as we call AU,™— ^ ere lp of Aldermen is* 
ting the Ariftocratical form of the Go^nment of^SlS, ^ ^ l ay COnftim ' 1 h6bhe 
chief Magiftrateand the Commonalty butthofe be f ween the mon Ma 

being the principal Officers. For thifurefent w!f wj Mayors and Bayliffis, 2 n Sfan 
date coming up much about the fame L l 5 vf A J dermen ^ of a much later ® u J jh Se- 

Cmaas or Burgers, not in their Reprefentative uT r!! ' ' of r the 

City but in their own Perfhno « c r 5 “ e Common Council of the 

Mayor. *c Eleffion of the 

fo at extraordinary times by theKins? rafaTS?u “ - Sbtre that x f was beld al- 
quired. This we find to'have been pradHfedin T* 3 ex JS® nc y °f his Affairs re- 
• City lately brings it to our mind) Ions “f*?*"*® of which 

For in the one and fortieth vTof kL^ the ^ 1 th ? Polity- 

of London held at th e temple Y Kuig himfeU wa£ ***** at a folcmote 

&*= thi£l «**« *** -» «* 

32 TES? flon ; And firft inquiry V t0 ^topriety and Poflef- 
w'?- Tenure in Saxon Government before the Conqueft Bv Fee • Jrin S tbe En & li fi 

Me. #/££/ 0/ ufing and enjoying another mans Ground™ Cu J actu f> we underftand Feud U.Tim. 

of grants on this condition that he which ** • 1D P er P e, *? um > which the Lord there- 
Military or/ome other Service O r tte***** t0 him > * ith SW? ^ 
neficium // /to for good wili erantePrJf CXphm ir > Feudum */• Be- 

/rie/y of this Immoveablethim arantrJ ■ • /**” 0ne to another > that the pro- Llb {f' J it j n 

* ra*AuiKsaf 

Female al/o, if they be exprefsly mentioned it an Me/bt f Heirs Male ' and 
dition, that he and his Heirs faithfully ferve ^he LorS^l ^h * el< T& 0,1 thi * con- 
name expreffed , or //*? promife be indetLminJl L j whetber the Service be by 
more agreeable to a Fee of the Inferiour A af t J , ThlS ]aft Definition is 

N^ure of it was altered from itf Primitivl InfiJr?,? S / e { ma * obferves > when the 
Mcient foundation for our inquiry, ^5ith th^fafther cnnfi? ^ to & eth ?M a 
Fees at their beginning were not tied With £fJhf dera ' 10n premifed, thac- 
thmg was more loofe, and the Lord nr»t cumftances as afterwards, the 

as following Ages invented. For as elfe^hem JlV fuch , Bar § ams and Conditions 
Feudal Book it lelf fugeefts • 7* moth , ber ^. we have already obferved what the 

fhould continue certain for a year and that A ^f rward lt came to pafs that it Lih.i . T/V.i. 
% '« <*» ralTal. But mtbC for .all tbL J.r *}* 1 ™ »/ 

^ at length it was brought fown to them ^ T ?*t °f f ucce $ on to the 

confirm it , wtoA at this day is fo cltahliLd ^°” ifoever °f them the Lord would 
Sons, faith the Book. J J that it equally appertains to all the 

. 6o ‘: Now the . general opinion of our _. . _ 


rnres were notln^in ! ^ rne d Countreymen is, that Fees or Te- VideS , 

Conquerour, according to the cuftome of the C^TV ^ 1“^ ? fter which the G/ ^S 
buted all England to his Followers whirh th < r >untre ) r whence he came, diftri-*^™ Seideni, 
Of Feet, not heard off intoSoftte'° 8 r01n u ^or the burthen 
Word Feudum or Feodum ,, is no § where to be ^ hey ^" Se that the Term or Sommr. 7 >vrf? 
thefe times ftill extant, and of credit - any . Record or Monument of * Gavd^d. 

Elgar and Edward,he cZl^tkX f^n^‘ meS m,beUwso{l ^S 
fbuss Hiftory, the Text “ h ^ s ^ 

gulphus 
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gulphus having been Secretary fometime to Duke William in Normandy before his Se£t. 12. 
Conqueft of England had both his Tongue and his Pen tipt with Words and Phra- ✓w 
fes peculiar to thofe Countries where he had fo long refided. They affirm that no 
Bocland and other Tenures were in ufe, or to ufe the Scotch expreffion, Halditygs of Land, but 
Folciand. t i ie f e two Bocland and Folcland. The former was a Poffeffion by Book or Writing, 

and the latter without. That by Writing was a Freehold and by Charter ; here - l ” ‘ 

ditary with all Immunities, and for the Free and nobler fort. That without wn -firipto. 
ting was to hold at the Will of the Lord; bound to Rents and Services, and was 
for the rural People. But, not much to concern our felves about words, whether 
in the Saxon times the term of Feodum or Feudum was ufed, is not very material, 
for by the moft knowing Antiquaries it is granted, that till about the beginning 
The general ^ Tenth Century, fcarcely can any Monument whatfoever of any Nation lhew 
Grant. m thefe words, Beneficium being generally ufed before to fignifie Lands fo granted. 

And to come to the thing, as the word Feudum was fcarcely known in the Saxon 
times, fo Fees then were of a more laxe nature, not tied up by fuch Circumllan- 
ces, Laws and Covenants, as in after times, as appears fufficiently from what we 
have already faid out of the Books themfelves. 

61. Then again, the moft learned acknowledge fome kind of Footfteps of thefe 
Cuftoms among the Germans , and that from the Germans our Englifh Saxons ifiued 
as well as the Lombards and Franks they ever own. If therefore out of Germany 
the cuftome was derived, the Saxons coming out of the Cherfonefus were as capable 
of receiving-it as the reft. “ If (as the Definition which moft agrees with the 
“ Primitive Inftitution of Fees affirms) the nature of a Fee confifted in this, that 
“ it was granted for fome Service or other to be performed (whether Military or 
f e: / n f £ o/c - “ other) and at firft it was in the Lord’s power to take it away when he pleafed, 
fame nature. lean fee no reafon why the Folcland they mention may not be accounted 
of this nature. “ For they grant that Folcland was Land letten out, and m op- 
“ pofition to Demefne Land, termed inServitio, or Tenementalis, that is, granted Gaveiiyiid. p. 
“ out in Service by the Lord to his Tenants, to be holden of himfelf like thep. u 4 , u 5 . 

“ Frenchmans Fief Servant, i. e. Terra Serviens, in refpedt whereof the Tenants 
« were bound to be Retainers Attendants, and Followers to their Lords, Sui- 
« tours to their Courts, and were thence called Folgarii. There were alfo 
Vilianage. Villani or Villains, not in that fenfe the word hath lately been taken for Slaves, 
but as Fitzherhert exprefleth it, Bafe Tenants that did Villain Service, but never- 
thelefs were no Villains, that is, not in the latter fenfe, for from Villa a Vil¬ 
lain was named. Mr. Sumner contends that Gavelkind is a Tenure, confef- 
Gaveikind. a j foj that in its nature ^ I ya ble to works, and though he be carried away by 
the Authority of fome Learned men, without examining it, to believe that Fees 
or Fiefs were not in ufe here before the Conqueft, yet he will have his Gave/kind 
ancienter, fuppofing it to have been an Univerfal Cuftome in England before the 
Conqueft. The Propriety of Land held in Gavelkind was this, that it was parti¬ 
ble ; and Gerard Niger where he treats of the Original of Fees, tells us, that after 
a Fee * came to defeend, to Sons to which of them the Lord would name, at length *sicprogreji 
in his time it was came to be eftablilht, that it fhould belong equally to them all-, fan eftQad 
which, as our learned Gloflarift notes, the + Englifh call them by the Marne of 
Gavelkind. fiil- dmtinue 

vellet boebe- 
* neficium con - 

firtnare. Ruod badit Jic Jlabilittm eft, ue ad omnes afualiter filios perlineat. f Hoc Angli Gavelkind dicirrm. 

The Antiqui. So Fees feem here to have been in ufe before the Conqueft, as they were 

y o Fees. . n a more j ame p en f e rece ived out of Germany, and as they were in their Infancy. 

But as afterwards they were clothed with ftraiter Circumftancesand Laws, fo were 
they not in ufe (as little elfewhere before the tenth Century) not fuch as Litle- 
ton writes of in his Book of Tenures, as Feefimple, Fee-Taile, Fee-ferme, Frank-fee, 

Grand & Petit fergeanty, Efcuage, Burgage, or the like. Military Fees leem alfo of 
a later date in England, than the Saxon times, though they might have been 
They become very ferviceabie for repelling the infolent and pertinacious Danes. In after times 
'htary. ' n a jj pj aces t ^ e chief part of feudal fervice became military, and for the moft 
part that of old Fees was granted out militia caufa, whicli thing gave occafion 
to many Learned Men of Errour, both in denying Fees never to have been 
where indeed they were, and in defining Feudum by that which Feudifts call 
Clientela militaris, that is of a Genus by a Species moft illogicaliy as Ztulteius 
challenged! upon this account Hotoman himfelf. * The general fervice was that 

Oe a o( 
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of works impofed upon the Folcland , though not all of it, for mod of that which" 
was called Gafolland\ the lame with Gavelkind Land (_ for that Gavel comes from 
Gafol fignifying Cenfus, Rent, or Tribute, and is not derived from Gineall', Mr. 

Sumner hath convinced me was onely fubjeeft to Rent or Payment, the works 
were of a divers Nature. * Fleta tells us, that,in ( or before ) the Conquefl there 
were Freemen, that freely held their Tenements by free Services, or by free Cujloms * Fucrlml 
but being caf out of them by thofe that were more powerfull, afterward they returned CoZJL 
and received back the fame Tenements in Villenage. There were others that were lil,cri ^ 
Bafe Tenants amongft the Saxons, who might be called Villains in this fenfe, that qui 
xn Villages they lived, and there performed bafe fervices to their Lords. But a wutcnZm- 
queluon may be moved, whether during the Saxon times there are fuch Villains t ‘ l f i,a t er /*'- 
as are the fame with Bondmen or Slaves. . krafimitia 

vel per liber as 

& cum pcrpotentiores ejefti ejjent, pojhmodum reverfi receperunt cadem tenementa fia tenenda in villenagio.likiT^. 

6 z. Some make a diftindtion of Slaves into Perfonal and Predial, and contend Speim. Gloffkr. 
that as well the one fort as the other, were in ufe not onely with our Norman 
but Saxon Anceftours, the one being received from the Romans, and the other 
from the Germans. The latter fort at the pleafure of their Lords poflefled Lands 
and Eltates, and in the Villages did Ruftick works and bafe Services, whence 
they were called Villains , and thefe leem little or nothing different from the Vil- 
T?, wh *hvve lately fpake: their polTefling of Lands makes them diftimft from 
ablolute Slaves ( of whom amongft the Romans, many wrought in the Fields and 
Villages, but yet held not ground 3 and fhews them like to thofe of the Germans 
who were in far better condition than thofe of the Romans >as appears from Tacitus. To 

j e . [ ure Dcomfday Book makes feveral the Villani and die Servi ,as to inftance onely 
in that part of it which concerned the Abby of Croyland, and which Ingulphus 
hath transcribed into his Hiffory. Speaking of Goundnanejlound Hundred in Adinv- P. 909. 
ton, he faith St. Gut black liath had, and hath two hides of Land, the Ground is tfSm 8 iuGutb- 
four Ca,-urates. One is in Donimo and two flaves ( Servi ) and fix Villains and fetfc 
three Borchwu, Or. Again ipeaking of Wendlinglorougb in AusforJeJbem Hun- bidtiteme 
dred, and what St. Gut black, or the Monaltery had bodi formerly, and at that time ®V {at . uorca - 
tliere, lie adds m Dominio is one Carucate with one Slave, and one and twenty Vil- 
lams with the Church and the Prieft. Afterward he meptions in Badeby being & duofervi 
in Dominto Eight Carucates, Eight He-Slaves (Servi/ five She-Slaves C Ancidas ) &fixvillani 
and twelve Vtllant. All thefe are in the fame Page. In the next we meet with 
tour Cotages and three Slaves, and again there is one Slave. Now he faith St. 

Guthlachus halmt & habet,St Guthlack, both had and hath , which had refers to the 
times ot Edward the Confeflour, or before the Conquefl. It’s true indeed, that 
there are many words which are purely Norman in that Defcription of England, and 
Hulphus having lived m Normandy, made ufe of fuch in his Tranflation of En- 
ghjb Charters, but if Servi and Viliam had been the fame, he would not have ufed 
fevera words to exprefs them. But he plainly diftinguifheth them by the Number 
ot each; and if any fliould yet doubt that this Diftintfion was brought in after the 
Norman times, this may fetisfiekim that Slaves were before the Conquefl, becaufe 
they arefrequentiymentioned m the Saxon Laws, particularly thofe of King Ina, 

fo } r T ^ ne ° f *5“ mentions thofe whowere pice >eo- 

r i ci °?f ri i V0 ^ ^ their Liberty and called Wite Tbeowum, ordaining that ifpum,c. 23. 

Si B ,hey fc Uld ^ l ?^ ed ' and , no therefore made - 

• faSdSw, Bij J any bod , y h “?> aot, } In S u P on tIlM account was to be 
■ '“■’““Pttlieyhad redeemed liim within fix Months. Asfor 

the Villanus or Countreyman he was called bytlieNameof Ceorl or CeorliPc- r 

S occu^!r<^ri etWCen ^ AM “ d GUthrUm ' is ***** » be one $&£ 

‘ 1 7 6 i \ ¥ f r * f° t. na - lar S er fenfe Were ah called, that held that fort of Land called 
Folcland, whether it was Gafolland efpecially fo called, viz. that for which Rent 

^Xl d or% r i le ^S C Af°Sr h f Ch Servic f belonged. This Folcland anfweredto 
now faxk F vil ll w °r 1C aS , WaS J f Id b y Service,and that to which we mull 

B f land anfwered to that W'hich was oppofite to Feudum, and 
^ \aT‘ BsBeudum . or Feodum was fo named zs.Feo-hode or 'Feb-bode 

as one wouid fay Feefhip or that to which a Mercenary Fee or Payment of fervice 

tte> rwf W T S fu dmm ? t d All - bode > as on e would fey Totality, All- 
what ifl^t h f P *' an r thC hke f ¥ ere we have obferved, fignifying 
word fhi? d £/T S q r dl j¥ ° r cond i tt0 } which now are exprelfed by the 
word /kip, as Worjhip, Ladyjhip, Lordjhip, &c. Yet Man-hood, Woman-hood\ ■ 

Maiden- 
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" Maiden-head and others continue ) becaufe it was poflefled totally and wholly, being Sedt 12 • 
hereditary, perpetual and patrimonial,free without all condition,and in the Power ot 
the Pofleflour to difpofe of it wholly how he pleafed, without dependence or ask- 
in^ leave of any. This was of a quiet contrary nature to a Feodum or Fee, which 
when firft inflituted was but perfonal, not (as afterward) perpetual, patrimo¬ 
nial or hereditary, or holden as our ancient Englifh Lawyers phrafe it, ad rema- 
nentiam , but as a Clergyman holds his Benefice onely for life, the Tenant being 
but a mere Stipendiary, a Termer, at befl, as oneexprefles it, but a Freeholder for 
life, an ufufruttuarius, or not fo much, forfome held onely ad voluntatem Domini 
or precario, not unlike our Tenants at Will. In procefs of time indeed as we have al- 
ready fliewn degenerating,and receding from its firft Inftitution it became perpetual dc Gavelkind. 
and hereditary,yet hdden ftill as formerly with a condition of fervice on the Te¬ 
nants part, and by way of Salary,Penfion or Stipend from the Lord, wherewith to 
gratifie and recompencehisMan for his fervice,to whicji he was obliged under peril 
of forfeiture. The Fee was holden but in fervice, and though the Dominium utile was 
in the Tenant, yet the direttum or the propriety remained in the Lord, together 
with a Power of reftraining his Tenant from alienation, and confeqiiently fuch 
Land was but partially, conditionally granted out, not totally and abfolutely 
held by the Pofleflour, as was Allodium, the Pofleflour of which had Dorninim, 
both direttum and utile, held it plenojure, integre, ex toto and exfolido, as they 
fey, quit of all fervices, independently without acknowledgment of any luperiour 
Lord, not unlike the Prince of Haynault, who held as Sir Henry Spelman ob- 
ferves de Deo & Sole, or as other abfolute Princes Dei gram, or to fpeak in a word 
anfwerable to the Etymology, in Totality. Hence the terms of Pradta immuma, 
terra propria, fundus proprii juris, patrimonium and the like, and m Charters ot 
Foundations given to fuch Pofleflions. . ... 

Bocland the 64. Anfwerable to this was that by our Sax** Anceftours called Bocland, which 

fame with^/- mterDreters into Latin tranflate by the very word Allodium as alfo terra + bee- Texrn 

lodium. reditaria, term H libera, and terra * teflamentalis. It took its Name from the f g \ Ah(redi 

Lands booking or entring in a Codicil or little Book, named a Charter after the c . 47 . apu j. 
Conquefl, wlilch in cafe the Land was made over to a Lay Perfon, was in way 
The manner feifin delivered to the Party, and if to a Monaftery was ordinarily laid and lefty LLEthe ,% dit 

of palling it. UDon the Altar. Thence was fuch an Inftrument known in thofe time? by the e. 2. inBrom- 

Nameof Landboc, and in Latin Telligraphium, and fometimes Codicillus. The mCMaim 
Creation of Bocland (in Latin termed terram hareditanojure confcnbere and Itbe- 
ram proclamare ) was a Prerogative Royal, and not in the Power of a Subjoft, 
vet done it feems not without the confent of the great Council of the Realm. 

Hence Mr. Srnner tells us, that paflages often occur in Grants made by Subjedls 
of Lands in perpetuity to the Cathedral of Canterbury, and other places of fuch 
and fuch a King, that he made them hereditary, and proclaimed them abfolutely 
free And as it is proper for him that makes to eftablifh, hence King EthelreiTs hie gebo- 
PrSilege, or Confirmation of their whole PofTeflions, tothat Cathedral is by one ked on«ce 
of the Subfcribers called Cyninges bocung. Nay this Land was very feldom alienated YPF^ . 
by the Pofleflour without (what the Law of Mortmain afterward required) a concur- hoQin ^ 

The Kings r e nt at i ea ft a fubfequent Confirmation from the King, whereof Examples he tdls 
Confent ne- ’ bv i ous i n the Lift of that Churches Lands and Benefaftours publifhed in the 
uS ylhere - ZZlkte d Canterbury, as alfo of the Concurrence of the Nobles of fuch Boc- 

land\xa.nxs. Particularly in the year of our Lord DCCCXXXVIII. King Egbert & m d md- 
and EthelwulJ his Son granted to Chriftchurcb in Canterbury Mailings m ^ 
wliich Manor King Baldred had formerly given to that Church, but becaule it dedii saldre-. 
was not done by confent of the Nobles of the Kingdom, that gift was not va- 
lid. AsBoclmJ originally flowed from the Crown, fo upon all Forfeitures par- ^ 
ticularlv that of the Eftate of the Pofleflour for defertmg the Wars, there being Magnaiwn 
no mean Lord betwixt the King and him, by the Laws of Etbelred and Canute, to 
the Crown it reverted. _ , . , , ^ , valere. Et id- 

By whom te- ^S- Bocland was properly tenable by Thanes, as Folcland by Ceorles, and there- &c. 
liable. upon* in King Cnutes Laws Thegn and Bocland in the Original Saxon, meet as Re- 

latives, as in the Latin Tranflation do Thegen and Allodium. Not but that it was Vi(k sonwe- 
fometimes held by Ceorles, who were not abfolutely incapable of holding it, r um ^ifuprd. 
but when it fo happened it was placed as improperly, and as much out of decorum 
as fince and at this day, Knights Fees proper .to Knights, and the Nobler fort ot ran ^ 6sm 
the People are in the Hands of Socagers, Socbmen or Ceorles, W'hofe proper ternire Ceop]e ^ 
was that of Gafolland. So proper was this Bocland to the Thanes, that thofe who on g a pol- 
in the Latin Charters of St. Au/lins are called Allodiarii in the very feme Char- i a n& pt. 

ters 
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Sedt. 12. t ^ rs exhibited in Englifh ( like as in thofe of Chrift-church') they are ftyled Theg- ' 

xes. Though their name came at firft from Miniftring, yet being the King’s Mi- Hinc Tcre- 
Tbaites who. nifters, the word afterwards came always to be taken in an honourable fenfe, Ge- 

denoting in general a Gentleman, one nobly or generoufly defeended, a Man of Ktro J‘ :n} Col- 
woriliip, of honour, whether he was the King’s Thane , properly fo called, or a 
Thane of inferiour degree; for ftill was he accounted Noble. But to come to f, e 5 nij opcn 
The ijiffc- Bocland, it was termed terra hareditaria, to diftinguilh it from Folcland, ctherwife 
Po/cWand 1 calletl wherein the Tenant being but as a Leflee, Ufufradtuary or Ter- rSm L- 

Bodxnd. mour, and having no propriety, upon his death bed, or other expiration of the nhas. * 

term, it reverted to the Lord, and delcended not upon the Heir as Bocland did, 
at leaft might doe, being becaufc the pofleffion in propriety, hereditary, if 
Hot alienated by him in his life time, as it might be in regard it was terra lihera , 
as well as hareditaria , which Folcland never was. It was called terra teftamenta- 
lis, \n regard of the publick.Teftimony of the Shire, required andufed in parting 
of it other wife than by Will. Probable it is that the conveyance thereof was re¬ 
corded and inrolled, and entred in the Shire book, in the publick Shiremote af¬ 
ter Proclamation there made, for any to come in that could Jay challenge to in 
It was alfo called Teftamentalis becaufe devifeable, but yet here a queftion is moved 
whether it was indeed in the Power of the owner to difpofe of it at pleafure. 

66 . Sr. Henry Spelman was of opinion that it could neither be given away 
nor fold, but was to be left to the Heir except the Writings or Conveyances o- 
ther wife permitted it; and that thence it had the Name of Terra hareditaria. 

He grounds himfelf upon a Law of King Alfred concerning Bocland which runs 
thus : He that hath Bocland, and left him hy his Ancefl ours , we ordain that he give Be boclan- 
it not from his Kindred , if there he any writing or witnefs theft it was forbidden him &e - Semon 
to convey it toflrangers hy thofe that gave ztto him , and that it was done in prefenceCor [ e l e 
Bocland alie- witMe f s 3 °j the King orBifhop, his Kindred being prefent. Now againft Sir Henry 
nabic. Spelman his Conclulion, Mr. Sumner juftly excepts that this Law clearly makes for j, ' n ' a _! ri 

the contrary, forafmuch as it allows unto the Porteflbur a Power of Alienation, la?F&onVori- 
faving where his Hands were tied from it by an exprefs Provifion, and prohibi- nejetcon 
tion to the contrary made by thole from whom the Land came to him, a Cau- re J he hit 
tion of the lame nature with that exception which as we fay, Jirmat regulam in nemopta 
non exceptis. That Bocland was alienable he proves by a pallage, he cites out of ry||an 
a Charter of Archbiihop Wilfred, , who died about the year DCCCXXX. which $ hy) \ . 

fufficiently ihews, that the Poflefiours might grant it away in their life time as plea- 
fed them, either by A<ft or Grant, or by Will. So it was before the Conqueft. cepme^ob- 
But afterward that Cuftome of devifing it by Will ccafed, as did withall the def- } e ge/it- 
cent of Land generally, by equal divifion amongft all the Sons. For as the Eh- nyrre j> hit; 

S'v".Laws and Cuftoms in general, from that time fullered a daily Ecliple and man- 
Declination by degrees, lb this in particular ( laving where they were more !? a F°pho&, 
tenacious of it than elfewhere ; or in fuch places as London, which by fpecial &c ' 
privilege were fullered to retain it 3 languilhed, and was at length fupplanted by 
that other kind of Defcent, which now regularly takes place throughout moll of 
the Kingdom. Infomuch, as where Partible Defcent cannot, to uphold it felf, 
juuly plead Antiquity and ancient Cuftome, it quite fails and falls to the ground. 

But yet we muft know, that notwithftanding the Introduction of new Tenures by 
the Conquerour, yet did not the Englijb prefently forgoe their Bocland ( that 
kind of Tenure Mr. Sumner tells you he means ) but reteined it both name and 
thing, as he proves in feveral Inftances. And evident enough this is from Doomt 
day Book, where though happily not the name of it ( as neither of Folcland, 

Saxon terms both ) yet the thing is very obvious, and often occuring under the j nt j e c i omare 
Why called name and notion fometime of Tainland', becaufe as we faid properly tenable by adTainUnJ. 
Tamland. Thanes , otherwhile and oftner of Allodium. And as Bocland, fo Folcland {\urvived YT einAi ' 

the Englifh Saxon Government, continuing after the Conqueft, and remaining un- ° 
to this day, though not in the very name, yet in the thing and fubftance. For as 
aforetime the Saxons had their Ceorles , Gehures , Folcmen , and the like, as the Nor¬ 
mans, afterward had their Villani, Bordmanni, Cottarii, and others j fo what the 
former held was called Folcland, Gafo/land,&cc. and was oppofcd to Bocland- 
what the later Villainage, and in fome fenfe Socage, oppofcd to Chivalry, Knighr- 
fervice , 6rc. and in all likelihood intended by Ruflkana fervitus , occurring in a 
Charter of one Walchelinus Maminiot, of which Mr. Sumner and Mr. Seldeu may m n 0 t ru]:e . 
be confulted. c fv . 
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TheirTnrifdic f 7 * Thofe that held Bocland, had feveral jiirifdi&ions and Privileges, over Sedt 12 

tion and Pri- and amongft thofe that held Lands of them. TlieirFranchifes or Extents of their 
viiegej. Jurifdkftions and Privileges, or the Territories, Precincfts, or Circuits, where 
they were exercifed, they called Soc, Socne , Soken and the like. Befides Doomf- 
dayBook, Ingulphus mentions the Soca de Dounedike, Soca de Beltisford, Soca de 
As Sac. Tad, and Soca de Acumesbury. And in Notinghamfhire , as appeareth by a Statute 

of Henry the Eighth, Lordfhip and Soke, were in his time indifferently ufed, as a , w « 
indeed flill in the Northern Parts, Soke fignifies a Franchife , of fuch and fuch a 
Place, as the Soke of Ofwelbeck, mentioned in the now cited Statute. Tlie Te- 
nants that held Lands in this Franchife, might be called Soc manni, and their Ser¬ 
vice Socagium, in Latin, agism, as a great Englifh Lawyer laith, being a legal n 
termination, fignifyirig Service or Duty, as in Homagium , Efcuagium, or the like*) The IdTcc 
but this Term of Socage, after the Conqueft became more abftrufe, and as fuch ^ *'•*• *»- 
we fhall leave it, as neither belonging to us in thefe &wo* matters. But he that munit . att 
Was poflefled of thefe Privileges and Franchifes, ufually was faid to have Sac nvMu?!Ln~ 
Soc, Tol, and Team, Tnfangthef and Outfangtbef. Sac, as St. Edward's Laws de- autem « Soc 
fcribe it, was this. * In cafe any one was accufed of any thing , and he denied it f aho> vide 
the forfeiture for proof or denial jhould be his. It fuppofed therefore the Cogni- 
fance and Jurildiarion which the Lord had in his Court in Controverfies and Suits in f u ^ 
arifing amongft his Vaftals, foasto hold Pleas, and impofe, levy and colledt G^fkind * 
Fines and Amerciaments thence arifing. The Power of holding the Pleas, and m Sach ac fi qm d. 
having all his Vaftals follow his Court; it feems thev exprerted bv Soc for the J^;7 " ,/,i ’" 4/, '' 
See. Laws, thus obfcurely deferibe it. Soca is, in cafe any one feek for any thing in his SSL jTtu. 

Land, the Jujlice is his whether it be found or not. In this fenfe therefore it muft l ue c «lumnia~ 
fignifie what the Lawyers call Sella, in Latin Sequela, Settatio or Confecutio, and £ f ,ieri p® 
what in French is called Suite de la Court, although in general, as we faid,/^%*E"’ 
the word fignifies a Franchife or Immunity. Of Thol or Tol, the Laws fpeak more t robMl0n ” 
plainly, telling us that Thol Q which we call Tholonium) is that a M.n hath liber- fPeSiti 
*y of foiling and buying in his own Land. It was the privilege of holding a Mar- f«* *rit. * 
ket, there being no other- word to exprefs the faid Privilege, till that of Mercdt I * rivatur * 
was brought in by the Normans, which feems yet originally from the word Mer- cZ” 
ces , to fignifie great Fairs and Marts, rather than thefe weekly meetings of the fir 
adjacent Countrey People, which are meant by the word Tol, which in a fecon- 
dary fenfe came to fignifie tribute paid to the Lord of the Market, for the liberty ’iflo? 6 '”*' 
of felling within his Jurifdittion, and in after times, it was as Fleta teftifies, brought A 
team. to fignifie freedom from fuch cuftome of payment. Concerning Theam, the Laws 
are again very obfcure. 

Vcm what <58, But its a s reed that it fignifies twd things. The firft is Advocatio or Avou- Fide ske n * um 
ry, or Garranty, of which tire Lord had Jurifdiftion, viz. concerning thofe that d f v f rb -fe ni f- 
as the Lawyers phrafeit, ar evocati ad wdrrantiam. Again, it fignifies an Of T-Ghjfr.in.voci 
fpring or Generatioh, and here particularly it’s applied to the Ififue or Oif-fpring s «' Ghji 
of a Lord’s Villains, and is defined to be a Royalty, which whofoever enjoys, hatft^' 
his propriety in his Slaves or Villains within hisown Franchife or Fee, and power item in ZZ' 
of difpofing of them as of his other things, moveable or immoveable, at his & 
nfangtbtf. pleafure. Tnfangthef, was another Royal Privilege, and by St. Edward's Laws, 

is faid to be a Man’s Juftice over a Thief, viz. of his own Man, if he was taken tyman 
upon his own ground, as Outfangtbef (though- thefe Laws fpeak nothing of it) P r °P*g«re,paT- 
was Jurifdidrion over a Thief that did not belong to the Lord, but being a ftran- Zfo-Zi 
ger, was taken within his Jurildiarion. To what St.Edward's Laws fay oUnfang- Thmi*™* 
theft they add, they which have not thefe cuftoms, may doe right before thQ Abin * intus > 
‘King’s Juftice in Hundreds, Wapentacks, or in Shires. But as it appears by Brae- Fa fi ^ an , 
ton, in the Norman times, this Jurifdidlion over Thieves onely belonged to th 
King, growing out of ufe amongft Barons, who formerly had had’this Royalty; <%>*' hodie 
rather than taken away by any Law, which yet happened to the Hundreds 
and Shires, which feem to have been deprived of this „Privilege by the Great eAeocVr 
Charter. Concerning fuch Perfons as enjoyed thefe Royalties cf Sac, Soc , Tol, 

Team and Infangthef, we muft add what the often mentioned Laws farther hint to. 
us. Archbifhops, Bifhops, Earls, Barons, and all that have Sdc, Soc , Thol, Theam and 
Infangthef, may have their own Souldiers, ( Free Tenants Sr. Henry Spelman reads- 
it ) and their ovn Servants, viz. their Sewers, Butlers, Chamberlains, Bakers, and 
Cooks under their Friborg; as alfo thefe their Squires, (Armigeri} or others that 
ferve them under their Friborg, in cafe they proved faulty, dnd Hue and Crye was 
made after them, by the Neighbours, they Jhould fee right done in their own Court. 

Thofe I fay that have Sdc, Soc, Thol, Tbetim, and Infangthef. By Friborg is meant j 

what 
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c„.q- T _ what the Normans called Frankpledge , in Latin , Fidejuffo• the meaning is, that 
i'or all thefe, their Lords were ingaged, and as it were gave fecunty that they 
p.vWa wh-t fhould well demean themfelves. „ ^ 

& "' 69. Here it is feafonable for the better difcovery of our Saxdn Government, to 

take notice that generally in every Town there was a Frilorg or College, Compa- a Saxon, c. 
nv or Society of ten of the Principal Men, who were each of them Fidejuffors rpeoh u. 
That Of a f or t ] ie King, and anfwerable one for another, invented, as it’s faid, by that glo- 
Town Of City. rious ^^Alfred. From the Number (asm Latin, Decuria, Decanta, Decima, gWf 
Deceana, Fidejujjio, Decemviratus, and the like ) it was called teoSung and^e.ran-J M » • 

rale or the number of ten men. The chief of them who prefided over the reft, 
was alfo called reo^unjman, nenhepob: Bojiheyeafeep, and Fpeobopherheopo&, as in 
Latin Decurio, Capitalis Decemvir, Fas Senior, Capitalis Plegius, Capitalis Fribor- 
om, & Juftitiarius Friburgi. Their Office, Employment, and the ettcas there¬ 
of ar e fet forth at large by the Laws of Edward the Confeflour, in this man¬ 
ner Furthermore, there is another the greatejl and moft principal fecurity, through pr«mc<uft 
ivhich all are firmly eftablijhed in their feveral Conditions,™, that every one eflabUfi 
him!elf under the fecurity of this Frankpledge or Surety-Jhip, which the Lngliln p CCU ritas , 

call Fpeobopsej-, yet the Torkjhire Men, and they alone, call it, sien manna tala,Cfe ov*. * 
ivhich is as much in Latin, as the number of ten men. This Security came to pafs * * 
in this manner, viz. that all Inhabitants of every Town whatfoever, in the Kingdom, 
fhould be under this decennal Surety(hip. Infomuch, as if one of the ten proved faulty, 
the nine were to have one forthcoming for Juft ice: if he fled,the Law allowed one and 
thirty days; if he was found out in the mean time, he was led before the Kings Ju- 
ftice, and was compelled at his own charge to make reparation for what he had done, 
and)f his Crime was fuch, Juftice was done upon his Body. But in cafe he could not 
be found within the compafs of one and thirty days, there being in every Friborg a 
Principal whom they called FJubopsejheoFot), this Principal was to take two of the 
heft of his Friborg, and out of the three near eft Friborgs, from each a Principal, with 
two others of the beft of every Friborg, if he could procure them, and fo he being the 
twelfth, ought to purge himfelf and his Friborg, if he cculd, from the offence and 
flight of the aforefaid Male favour ■ if he could not doe it,he and his Friborg were to 
make fatisfatlion out of the Goods of the Malefattour, if it could be had, or if not , 
out of their own Eftates, fo much as they were legally condemned in. And what they 
could not doe with the affiftence of the three neighbouring Friborgs, they themfelves 
were to fwear that they would not be in fault for the time to come, and if they could 
recover the Malefaflowr, they would bring him before the Juftice, or declare to the 
Juftice where he was. 

70. The occafton of making over thefe Friborgs certain Juftitiaries they after¬ 
wards declare, forafmuch as, it feems, the other conftitution did not fufficiently c % m autem 
The Power accomplilh its defign. But whereas it fo happened, that certain foolijh and naughty 
and Duty of Perfons, t oofrequently and freely committed Infolencies againft their Neighbours, wl f e ^ im . 
the chief Fri- jip ef f began to confult about it, and over every ten Friborgs conftituted Juftitiaries, p ro bi gratis & 
horg - ivhich tin Latin 3 me may call Decani, but in Englilh, were named nenheopob, or njisconji^ 

the head of ten. Thefe handled Caufes amongft the Villages and Neighbourhoods, and nos fuos, &c. 
according to the offences, punijhed and made agreements, viz. concerning Paftures, Mea- c. 32. 
dows. Corn-fields , and concerning differences amongjt Neighbours, and other innumera¬ 
ble contentions which inf eft humane frailty, and inceffantly make War againft it. But 
whenas any greater Caufes happened, they were referred to their Superiour Ju(f Ma¬ 
ries, whom the above-named wife Men appointed over them, viz. over the ten Decani, 
whom therefore we may call Centurions or Centenaries; for that they were Judges 
over an hundred Friborgs. Thus we have taken a view of the Polity of our Englfh 
Saxons, as to the manner and form of the Government. The next that we doe, 
muft be to confider of their Laws, in the difcovery of which, much will be far¬ 
ther made out as to the Cuftoms refpe&ing the Government; the faults to which 
the Nation was incident, the fortsof their punifhments, with many other incident 
matters. . _ 

Thefe Nor- 71. The Englijk Saxons and Jutes coming out of th eCherfonefus of Germany, mult 

them Nations doubtlefs have brought fome fuch Cuftoms with them as were then in ufe with 
of the fame t j 1G f e Northern Nations, but what they were, as our Learned Gloflariit before us, 
ongina i. we cannot but very much doubt, there being very little light concerning thefe an¬ 
cient matters. We reade indeed of the Laws of the Anglii in Germany, but with 
the Anglii are joyued the Werini and Thuringii, and thefe Laws were confirmed Lex Argio- 
by Charles the Great. VVe alio reade of the Law of the Saxons of Germany, which 
fome afcribe to Herald the Dane, who yet flourilhed, but about the year of our fin gorum. 

Lord, 
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- norm vvyiv Lindenbrooius, indeed will have thole of Herald much 

poblUhed, together with thole ot the 

Faith-^noTlld^ffibmitte^^ ^ ^bldh d^wTmay 

^ 1 ^nfrer the difperfing of this People into thofefeveral Quarters from the Cher- 
gta, aft er th P^ S P formerly inculcated from the ancient Saxons, 

deferibed. and could not defend tom 
rSS which after their coming into Britain, were fentinto many pla- 
ces Southward iiTthe Omtlnent! But af they were of the fim<t Ongutal 
thofe other Colonies, no wonder if fome affinity may be found amongft then: 

Thor u- “o^wto as all thefe Co,hick or Scmihm Nations, viz. the Goths, peculiar- 

guage and Cu-1 F called the Saxons, Lombards, Vandals, Franks, Danes, Normans and others, 

,ht had carried theirvictorious Arms’thtoughout the Weftern Parts of the Ron-on 
EmnSTand had begun as it were a Go,hick TMick, or a Semdum Worli ' no 
wonder that agreeing in Original, Language and Cuftoms, impofing their Laws 
ubon the conquered Nations, and retaining many of their own ancient Terms and 
Rites f however in fome places their Lan|uage/for the main, might ^erward be 
fallowed up by the multitude of Speaklrs of that of the place) it ihould come 
ro oafs that betwixt us and the Germans, French, Italians, Spaniards, Sicilians, 
and^betwixt all thofe themfelves, being all of us defeended from thefe fore-named 
Peopl^'fogrettagrwmcnt there Ihould be aswell in the Canon of ancient 
as the Names of Magiftrates, Officers and Mimfters,not to fpeak of ani infinite 
number of vulgar lords. To thofe Northern Cuftoms we muft afcribe then 
the very firfl Original of our Saxon Laws, not to any that are now extant 
Print. Cuftoms I call them, for they were fcarcely written in thofe_ Ages, when 
Hemift and Horfas came into Britain. The Rurnck Letters I confels might be 
more ancient, but they were rather employed upon Mythological matters, and 
Ss Xngto their fuperftition. The firfl: beginning of all humane Uws 
oni 4 mHe and our Neighbours lately mentioned, as to their 
municipal Laws, have no more reafon to brag than we. * Let them haft 
will faith our Learned Spelman, of the Antiquity of their Municipal Laws, yet legum f ua rum 
Zlnririnalof them howinconftderable foever, and barbarous, is not to be fetcht mumepahum 

follo „ s ' [ or i oatco ” que f g 

Link under the Laws of the Conquered, efpecially when the one is caft out, and the 
other poffeffetb its Seat ? . • > earum tamen 

erigo quanta- 

U,un„Jh 8 kmhM, olionJc mjjom rW 4 »>^ «< i fifmOm***. ’<*"*■*'** 

legibus, &c. prjefirtim cum ejeSo ifto fedem iUe tncoluem. Spelm. in voc. Lex. 

73. Thefe lafl: words are well and cautioufly added by Sir 
have elfewhere obfervedboth of Laws and languages, when 
wh’ch 01*^ pie indeed any other People any other place) conquered thofe parKofthe 
S^STthe V Roman Empire, if they imbodied with the conquered 

Conqnerours. t h e m in Numbers, the Language and Falhions of the Conquered would prevail, as 
wefefin the cafeof the Franks conquering Gall, arid the Normans conquering 
England; but in cafe the Vigours overpowered the fubdued People m Numbers, 
orlrovethemoutof their PofTeffions, then both Language and 
torious People muft needs prevail as m our prefent cafe, when the Englijh Saxons 
drove up the Britains into the Weftefn Mountainous places, deftroyed them, or 
forced them to quit the lfland. But here now it comes fitly to our remembrance, 
that fome there are who would have feveral Laws and Cuftoms to have 
the Englijh Saxons received from the Britains, many of whom, as they contend, 
continued among them, incorporated with them, and were never driven out. 

They inftance in feveral Charters made to the Monaftery of Glajfenbury, wherein 
is mention made of the Britifh Inhabitants as well as Englifi,znd theyurge, that 
had not Britifh Husbandmen and infenour^ fort of People £nfeif 

tinue and Till the Ground, Bread would prefently have failed the Invader himfeft^ 
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Se<9:. 12 . and hejhould liave wanted ftrengch to Conquer beraufc h, h,A . u 
'■''V'w live. That every where, and alfoInreW • “? not whereon to 

will affirm . but yet for aU dl obS 7 that ve v few TX OUt 

conquered places, we muft be »2 S’k?| 1 f hera “ntinuedthe 

Weljl ’wordscrept ko t0 ^ Neither are «*» fo many 

■ alrSj y wri?ren°LtsV?ac^hfS ^^“fwetedfiom what we have 

Child • as well he that handled the Mattock as h^fh S ?° b e> M J n », Woman and 
ftmg to be partaker of that Bootv and T i th r at managed the Sword, ha- 

much Commendation and of itf worth had ^ nd * of whlch th ey had heard fo 
once came over J^pfe*? 0111 th S> that none that 

“a;;;5 ig Sr^vrS?^ Sssss fi 

mull: fometimra light by accident up”n the felffam^rh'” 1 Pei $ ,eas feveral men 
Laws can be fl,e« n to have be” Sedfrom T | h ‘ n B s ' ““V confiderable 
thence borrowed by fuch SawPriS^t fi3L?f ‘"a’St? were rat het 
glad to leek ellewhere and provide from abroad Sunriw* <v ! ,ome ’ were 

S£3f SSS HrSKS* Sls^Pv?^^ 

ar—*■* «> ar»^„s,s,-.,sj stvss 


came to be more full, cemina^ A n P rocefs °f time 

Legiflatours framed into pofitive and writren Precept T^wT’fY^ 1 * by 

te^^ B g®S s S ?? 5 WSC 

properly fo called, ufed the Law railed m • Welt j , w - Tlj e Angh or Englijb 
us, that Ewerwickjhire, or forkfhire for asftftbp ^ *^ WS °j Sl E ^rdte\\ 
Nicolfhire as the Normans calledit r Ji? u n he Sargent is noted Warwick/hire) 
after the ConqL“i,wiL C ^±fe* ef t o *>" beetwotded 
tonjhire, as far as Wdtlingffreet and eiVht iJtu u 6 ' ^ eKe ^ er fi >tre and Northamp- 

■£? terwanls when the SSZZitk&l\SSLT mS^T‘ & 
their Cuftoms or Laws upon the Provinces of EaftXiw fnd w- ,? y W fe ? 
•So came it to P afs, that in the Land were fn for* 

the 
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the Weft Saxons called I VeftfeaxnAlaga, that of the Englijh or Mercians called Myrc- Setf:. iq. 
Malaga, and the other of the Danes called Denelaga. This of the Danes is by the >— 
forementioned Laws called Lex Norvorum & Danorum , viz. The Laws of the Nor- jep; reax- 
ivegians and Danes , and to have, been the received Law of Norfolk Suffolk and ™ la 5 a 
Gratabridgefhire , or Cambridgeshire .., as alfo of Dwra, with the Weftern and Nor- ^ end a . 
them Ifles, asthofe of Man, Catheney , the Orcades and others, and fuch as mhabi- * 
ted Garth, that is the Fenny places. As for the Norwegians , though generally thofe 
Northern People that invaded the Land go under the Name of Danes ; yet as we 
have formerly hinted, the People of Norwey, otherwife called Normans , are to be 
underftood as Partners in the Expeditions; for asunder the Names of Norwegians 
and Normans , the Danes are alfo to be underftood, fo under that of Danes are al¬ 
fo comprized the Norwegians and Normans. The Danes as they fetled in 
England by degrees induced their Cuftoms, which feem to have been in- 
forced after that Guthron from King Alfred received the Provinces of Eaft 
England and Northumberland; and afterward became the molt owned Laws 
<of the Land when King Canute fed brought the Sceptre into the hands of that 
People, where it continued from the days of Ethelred to Edward the Con* 
fejffour during which time the Law of the Englijh is laid to have been 
Out of which mute. Edward when he came to the Crown would not endure that one and the 
the Common fame Kingdom fhould be govern’d with three forts of Laws, furveyed them all, le- 
argr lofted and digefted out of them that which from the thing was called Ux Com- 
word the Con- munis ot the Common Lam, and from him the Law of St. Edward the Confef- 
feffour. f 0[(r 

76. So much of the Laws in general, as they refpeded the whole government 

of the Land. To come to particular Legiflatours, the Firft that we know of, who ^ 
Etbelbm the made any written Laws, was Ethellert King of Kent ,, he who firft received Chri- 
firft Law-ma- fliauity of all the Nation. Concerning him Bede writes, , 

kcr - that among other good things he did for the Nation , He J“ e . 

ordained for it Decrees of Judgments, accordtng to the nx- ta tm •judicionm juxta exempta Romano- 
ample s of the Romans, with the Council of Wife Men. Which nmcum criciUofapientiwn co»Jlituit.9uet 
V-t . 7 f rat. 17_r/i. l.to* conform* Anglantm firmone baRcnus ba¬ 
tting written in the Language of the Engliih, are hitherto Kept ri/Zvamur *b co. in ambus pri- 

and ohferved by It. In ivhich he firft placed how he ought to mitus pofuit, qualitcr id enundarc dcbern 
make ameaJs that float]ffeal any thing, from the Char,eh or 

Btfhop , or the other Orders , refolvtng to protect thoje whom vo \ eni pfi, tuitionbn eis quo* £3 quorum 
ivith their Dottrinc he had received. That he ordained was doarinamfuftcperat, fraftare. 

Decrees of Judgments (Decreta* Judiciorum) which may * Rex Alfredus venit jpylcepe 
be explained by what follows, concerning Sacrilegious Per- pihcpa eoma sejevnejj-e. 
fons, that they fhould be punifhed or make amends (the 
Parliaments in France in their Arrefts of Condemnation of Criminals to death, ufe 
ftill the Term of making honourable amends, anfwerable to the Latin Emendare 
here ufed by Bede) and this was according to the * Examples of the Romans. * .ffiptep 
Thefe Decrees of Judgments then were Judicial Laws inflidtingPumfhments upon Reman* by- 
Offenders, and were taken from the Roman Books. It was about the year of our rena. / 
Lord DLXI that Ethellert (according to Sir Henry Savilf sFafti) began his Reign 
in the thirty fifth year of Juftiman,, and he reigned about fix and fifty years, in 
which time(JW<? tells not in what year) he ordained and publifhed thefe Decrees 
of Judgments. But publifh them in what year he would, Juftinian s Law, or his 
New Model, was not then known to the European Nations, nor many yeare af¬ 
ter What therefore he took from the Roman Laws muft have been out of Theo- 
dojius's Code (which determines of matters as well Ecclefiaftical as Civil) out 
of the Fragments of Gaius, Paulus or Ztlpian, or a fmall part of the Panders which 
then was known to the Europeans. So Alarick the King of the Vifigoths in Gall 
had near an hundred years before caufed the Code of fheodofius to be abbreviated by 
Aniams his Chancellour, and publifhed for the benefit of his People. 

77. What thefe Decrees of Judgments were which Ethellert publifhed, we do 
not certainly know. * Yet are there certain Laws in a Manufcnpt Book of Roche- 
fter called Textus Roffenfis, an ancient Monument indeed, but fuch as in this mat¬ 
ter we cannot fiilly truft. For neither do thefe Laws of his feem to be taken 
from the Roman Books; nor doth their Language feem to be near fo ancient as King 
Ethellert nor doth Bromton the Abbat of Jornal mention them, though caretull to 
deliver fuch Laws of thofe Saxon Kings as he then found, and thought authentick. 

And therefore fhall we exhibit onely l'uch as are found in him and Mr . Lombards 
Edition. The next Legiflatour to Ethellert , at leaft whom he can receive as fuch, 
was Jne or Jna the King of the Weft Saxons , who began his Reign well nigh an 

p p x hundred 
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Sedl. 12.hundred years (four wanted) after that Ethelbert ended his, and made his Laws. ~~~ 
b v the Advice of Cenred'hvs Father, Hedda and Erhenwald his Biihops, all his Se- 
natours, and the Elders of the Wifeijien of the People in a great Ailembly of the 
Servants of God for the Salvation of their Souls, and the common prefervation of 
his Kingdom, that lawfull Marriages and juft Judgments might be eftablilhed 
throughout all his Dominions, and that no Senatour or other of his Subjects 
might tranfgrefs his Laws. After this Preface follow the particular Laws, 
many whereof relate to Church Matters, and in that Hiftory are to be exemplified, 
of fuch as refpedt the Civil State we (hall here make mention. If any one fight 
in the Kings Courts let him forfeit all bis Eft ate , and let it he in the Kings power 
whether to put him to death or not. Let him that fights in a Church forfeit an hun¬ 
dred and twenty (hillings ; he that commits the like Offence in the Houfe of a Senatour 
or any other Wife and Honourable Per]on fixty Jhillings. If 

any one fight in the Houfe of a * Countreyman paying Kent , or * Giphe ^onne on gepolpbr-n 
any Husbandman, let him forfeit thirty fallings, andfix fhil- hup opjeon gebupejvgepeohte 
lings to the Man himfelf , if in the open Field let him he fined XXX rcill. t:o pice gepylfe. -j ^6a?m 
an hundred and twenty fallings. If at a Feafi there he any 5 ebu J* e P a,b 
falling out, let fuch as ahufe the reft incurr the Multi of thir¬ 
ty jhillings. The next that follows ordains. That if a man C. 7. Be jcale. 

fieal without the knowledge of his Wife and Children, he he 
fined fixty Jhillings, hut if all the Family be knowing and con¬ 
senting, (a) all of them he condemned to Servitude . And it .(*) Sangen hi ealjeon "Scopes/ 
declares, That a Boy of Ten years old is to he efieemedguilty * 7 n P in) pP e cruhtmag beon "Skopje 
of Theft. The next enadts, That (b) If any one defire of 0 , , 

the Shiremen (c) or other Judges that Right he done him, ® Jr®'®* P lhce r bene 7 

and cannot obtain it, neither can have any Caution given him, ^ J r P e 

the Judge in fuch cafe he fined thirty jhillings, and yet that 

Right he done the Man within a (d) fevennight. The ninth ' (d ) binnan Teopm nihte 

Law commands That In (e) cafe any one revenge his own (e ) C. 9. Be =Sam pparcen&an 7 

Quarrel privately, before he require Jujlice to be done him, he 
Jhall reftore what he took, pay the full value of the thing, and 

further, he fined thirty jhillings. The Tenth impofes (f) (Q C. 10. Be peaplace. 

Upon fuch as roh within the Kingdom, or make Booty of any 
thing, a Mulll of fixty Jhillings, befides the rejloring of what 

w.is taken. The next appoints, That if (g) any one buy his fg) C. 11. Be leot> bvgenae 7 
own Countreyman , he he Bond or Free, and Jend him over Sea, 

' though he guilty of any Crime, Jhall pay (h) the whole rate or (h) popgyfS hine be hiffipe. 
price of his Head ; and further, give fatisfallion to Almigh- 

? , J'w neXt * e " Knce ? S “ c / J " i c " Mi Whnefi be- (i) C. ,2. Be 16 am J* heopa 

fore the Bijhop , or falfly produce their Pledges , to pay an hun- gepitny r pe geleogaj 7 

dred and twenty jhillings. 

78. The thirteenth Law, concerning Thieves or Robbers, ordains. That if any C. i ; .Be 
fuch be apprehended he he put to death , or elfe.pay the value of his Head. Now Sepange- 
(faith he) we call them Robbers as far as the number of feven men; from {even as num ^ eo ‘ 
far as five, and thirty we call a Troop or Company ; if above, we name it an Army. f um ' 
Concerning fuch as are found in the Troop or Company, the next Law ena&s, That C. i4.Beh- 
Juch an one purge himfelf by an hundred and twenty Hides of Land by Oath, or make 
an anfwerahle Compenjation. He that is found in the Army, the fifteenth Law com- c Be 
mands, That heredeem himfelf by the price of his Head, or make fatisfaflion. But henge 
this Oath muff be made one half by Majlers of Families or Houjhoulders. And in 
cajethe Thief be ui she Kings Cujlody this Redemption cannot be admitted. Con¬ 
cerning thefe Oaths made by an hundred Hides, and by Houlhoulders, the Reader 
muftcdltomuidwhat lately wefaid concerning Friborgs ,and Caution given about 
Malelacrours, as alfo refer to what is laid afterward concerning the valuation of c 16 Be 
Hpads. The fixteenth requires, That he that hath killed a Thief make Oath that he Wfiegl 
killed him as a Criminal, this done he is to be difchargecT. 

The next is made about Jucb as find Jloln flefh and hide it, C. 17. Bppoprtolenumplij-ce. 

that it may be lawful !, if they will, to prove it their own. 

H are rl be rewarded. The next that C. 18. Be ceoplij-cum ’Seopuro 
follows 1 s,A Count} eyman if he often dole, and at lad betaken gepangenum 7 
in the Fad, let him loofe an Hand or a Foot. The next or- c to Be r«e 
dams, That the Kings Husbandman or Looker to his Cattel, ' * Cy S r S 7 

if the price of his Head be twelve Hundred Shillings, and he 
be an Houfhoulder, his Oath be taken for fixty Hides. The 


faj gangen hi ealjeon "Seopes^ 
rynpmepe cruhtmag beon "Seopje 


(cj jcipmen. 


(d ) binnan peopan mhte. 

(e) C. 9. Be ^Sam ppicentsn 7 

(0 C. 10. Be peaplace. 


(g) C. 11. Be leob bygenae 7 

(h) popgyl^ hine be hippaejie. 

fi) C. j2. Be ^6am j?e heopa 
gepicny rpe geleoga> 7 


C. 17. Be popptolenum plaepce. 

C. 18. Be ceoplircwn ^Seopum 
gepangenum 7 

C. 19. Be Cynmgep genear 7 


twentieth 
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twentieth willrfiTThat IffIfukUr or Strmger wander Qio- Be ^oppan U«en«m 

up mJ Jmm tbetVooJs, anj»eilher crjmtnor.mmd anHor«, • "7 

Is a Thief l! f toJe.th, or redeem his life. If any remtre the value of any one 
(, limit the,flayers bands, he that killed hint, if he make Oath that he Jew hrn as 
a Thief it to be indemnified both agaiuft the- Affiliates of. the flan andats Lord. 

B,t if hedilfemlled theC ime, and afterwards it appeareth, then gyves he advan■ 

C. ai. Be Jon * monney 

Thatjir-if, te nea^rralge; . 

^upon Cuchas hgaged for him, if there wereany-if not, he * gip *> bopgaf mana 

‘ himfelf mufi pa f the value of the thing, no Remiffton being to. angybep. 

be ufed in the cafe. And the two and twentieth wills, c. lit Be ael’Seo&'ger manner 
That if a Foreigner be Jlain, the King have two parts of the 7 . 

value of his Head, and his Children or Kindred the third; if . ' , 

he have no Kindred, the Kingis to have half of that a^dbis Companion or Gild-fel¬ 
low the reft. After the fame manner an Abbot or Abbefs, if they he concern d may ^ ^ 

(hare with the King. A Welchman that pays yearly Rent is to be efieemed dt an 
1 W r*A mid twentv (hillints • his Son at an hundred, and his Servant at fixty or ombus 
fifty • let a Welchman redeem a. beating with twelve fallings. If he poffefs five 
Hides of Land\ let his value be fix hundred fallings. ^ , Acheift«»i. 

-70 Ine bv his twenty third Law commands, That if an Etigldhman, deprived C. 13. Be 
of hi's ^Liberty,fieal aglin, he be hanged and no Compenfation at dll be^e tojkis pn* *eo- 
Lord In cafe any one Jlew him, that nothing upon that account be paid to htsJKindred, F 
except they redeemed him within a Twelvemonth. By his twenty fourth. That // a 
Z P chan?that trades by Land buy any thing he getWitnefs ofwhap ht^sJorm Cypmanna 
cafe any Jloln thing be found with him which he cannot prove he boughMrgodWtt- 

Jfs he is bound to make it good, that he neither fiole it nor was prrvf^^^^ 

Jifp mu(l bay fix and thirty Jhillings. By his twenty fifth he takes care" 

frft year- twelve for the fecond, and thirty for the third j That afterward the al- r F 
loLice be mlargeJ according to the geoJliuefs ef Eli. Be 

To him that takes a Thief he gives as a Reward T ?« {killings, and declares, that the >g eorerorl . 
Kinz is to have the Thief. Here the Thief s Kindred are to take an Oath that they ren5 . 
will not interpfie on his leb.-lf. In cafe he CoMnmacionJlymademffiience,or fledfor 
it he is to betoken as guilty of the Offence. If he free himfelf he muff Joe it with 

beget Children clandlfiinely , ordering that if fuch Children ptpynej- 

be killed they Jhall loofe the prices or valuation of their 

lives which the Kingand their Lords Jhall have. Thetwen- C. 18. Be Jam Je hip pa?pmc 
tv eighth requires, That if one lend another man s Servant his online. 

Sword-, if it he lofi , a third part of the value of his Head 

7 l/e°wtbvi^ Z By vertue of his C19. Be Jam Je plyman F eop- 

twenty ninth, IffiCountreyman was accufed of relieving a mige. 

Fugitive, and could not clear himfelf, he was to pay the value 

both of his cm and the Fugitives life. And by his thirtieth, If any one bought a 

Woman and fad not for her what was agreed, he was te pay double the price, and 

over and alcve be feverely pmifhed as if he had broken _ . • 

furetyjhip, which they termed ByUrj*. one* and lanb 

thirtieth fetsth e value of the Head of a Welchmzn if he ^ 

have an Hide of Land, at one hundred and twenty Shillings, * ** 
if but half an Hide at eighty Shillings; if he have no Land 

at all at fixty. But the thirty.fecond excepts the Kings C. 31. Be Cyningep nopr 
Stable-Groom being a Welchman, ordaining. That iffo was Pealh. 
ft t0 carry a Meffaze, the valuation of his Head Jbould be at 

two h filed ffmfgs. By this we learn, that the Kingdom of the Weft W«, 
bordering part of it upon Wales, feme Welchmen lived amongft the Enghjh. Thar 
according sILmbnrL trandation of the word, the King was wontto have a Welch- 
look .0 his Horfes, for the Phrafe is, not the Kmg’s HorfrGroom, or his 
Horfes Malta, but the King’s VotleWekbmn, yet we ^ ^ 

man or Mailer of his Horfe, becaufe of his other imployment that follows. We 
reade in the Saxon Annals of Wulfric King Alfreds Horjethegne .or f ‘nfier, who 
was alio Gotemour Wales. Yet Ux. Sumner byno means will allow of£^ 


C 27. Be ’Sam ’Se &eapnunga 
beajin ptpynej. 

C. 28. Be Jam Je hip pa?pmc 


C. 19. Be Jam Je plyman peop- 


Bophbpyce. 

C. 3 i. Be Gyphrcer monep lanb 


C. 31. Be Cynmger hopr 


2?4 The Vokty of the Englifh Saxons in Britain, PartIV. 

Sedr. 12. fariPs Interpretation of the word Wealh here for a Welfhman, but affirms it figni- 
fies onely a Servant, as Mr. Lombard himfelf alfo fometimes interprets it. For it 
appears, that the Saxon Kings were wont to fend theirDomefticks upon Meflages, 
both from this Law and what we have formerly out of Ingulphus obferved con¬ 
cerning Off at the Butler of King Ethelwulf, who was prefent at the Council held by 
Bertulpb King of the Mercians, and in the name of his faid Matter, his Sonsand 
all the Weft Saxons figned the Charter granted to theMonaftery of Croyland,\ both 
in quality of his Butler and of his * Ambaffadour. * Eg0 

80. The three and thirtieth Law provides. That in cafe any was prefent at the fi ” cer ”* *- 
klUingof a man, he Jball purge himfelf according to the value of his Head, or elfe be%£ut'TL 
pumped for his prefence according to the value of his life that was Jlain. As if the o<mini 

valuation of his Head was of two hundred fbilliugs, let him pay fifty • and let the r’’ 
fame courfe le taken in thofe that are horn of any nobler Families. The thirty fourth m - r® 
fays what -formerly had been faid. That if any one flay a Thief he mufi make Oath £ r y 
that he killed him as a Malefaftour., and farther adds, that he mufi make faith of this C '24. Be 
hy Oath of men not chofen on purpofefor the bufinefs, to the Kindred of the jlain. In *eop r lih- 
- ca fe he de »y the fall and it become manifefi he mufi pay the value of the mans Head Ce - 
The next Law provides, That if any one be fued for keeping another mans Goods, 
and by Oath preconceived hath denied the having of them, and fears not again to 
fwear to the fame purpofe he fware according to the penalty and the value of the 
thing. But in cafe he refufe this Oath, that he pay double 

for his Perjury. That which follows again, Requires the va- C. 36. Be =5on =Semon lebc 
lue of the Thief s Head of him that (hall let him efcape. If popla?te. h 

*he be an Alderman he is to forfeit his Shire, except the * jiphe eal&opman ryfohrehir 
King think fit to pardon him. Tile next impofes Forfeiture rape, buran hun Cyning apian 
°f Hand or Foot upon a Countreyman, who having been often 7 

accufed of Theft hath been fold or convitted any other way. £ 37* Cyplipcer monnej be- 
The thirty eighth Law provides, That if a Countreyman have v . 

Children and die, the Children abide with their Mother, and b eSn bobbin* ** J ” hc 5eh, ^ n 
to keep them that fhe have fix fhillings, with a Cow in Sum - P 
mer and an Oxe in Winter $ and that the Kindred keep the Seat 

till the Children come to age. That which follows diredts C. 39. Be una lype&um raene 
Concerning fuc has flie from their Lords, and lurke in any other ppamni]- hlapopb. 

* Mire, tkfit they be thence fent back, and moreover fixty ‘ * Oj>pe on o>pe rape hme ber- 

fhillings paid to their Lord. The fortieth requires that the tele. Hdes his antiquitatem vocis 
Field of a Countreyman adjacent to his Houfe be fenced as well shire ‘ 

in Summer as in Winter. If any gap lie open and fo let in his c - 4°- ceoplep reoppije. 
Neighbours Cattel, the Countreyman mufi expeft no fatisfatti- 
on, but mufi himfelf take care for keeping out the Cattel and 

alone go away with the lofs. The one and fortieth gives liberty c. 41. Be bonder onr^ 
to deny furetyfhip, in cafe he knows that he doeth well. T T e ' 

8l ‘ *? rty fec ° ncl ordains concerning Common Ground, in thisman- 
J er< p ra Jaground or any other belong to feveral Countreymen, and fame will C. 41 Be 

fence their part and others refufe to doe the fame by theirsi if Cattle break into Ceopla gt 
the Ground on that part that lay unfenced, let fuch as, owe this part make fatis- m «ium 
faction to the other and the owners of the Cattle to them, according to Right and lan& - 
Jnfiice : but if there be any Beafi that breaks Hedges and is troubltfome, and the 
owner thereof either cannot or will not keep it at home, he that finds the Beafi in 
his Ground may kill it, and the owner of it jball have the Carkafs, and no other 
compensation made. Tlieforty third enjoyns, that If any one fetfire to the Trunk c... ^ 
of a Tree lying in a Wood and be thereof convilled, he be punifhedfor it, and be- pii^bam- 

'ffa^lllT fiXty thisre £ fo ?> becaufe Tire is a clandefiine Thief, lev. 

If any fell Trees in a Wood and be convtfted thereof, that for the three firfi Trees 
he pay thirty fhillings, and undergo no greater punifbments how many foever there be 
of them, becaufe an Axe by the noife difeovers the Fall, neither can it eafily be 
concealed The next impofes a penalty of fixty fhillings upon him that jhaU fell a C. 44. 

Tree the Branches whereof can cover thirty Swine , that which follows makes C.45. Ga- 
an Annual Livery, a fort of Garment given to the Family of the value affix pence. F°M»J»td. 
The forty fixth impofes penalties upon Breaches of the Peace : as If the Peace be C ^ Be 
irokej, m the Town of the King, an hundred and twenty fhillings - in the Town */bupfabpt 
an Alderman or Sena tour eighty fhillings ; in that of the Kings Thane or Minifier ce 
fixty Agings; if in the Town of the chief Man of the Hundred, having Land, five 
and thirty fhillings ; and the purgation of the crime is to be anfwerable. The forty r ^ 
leventh takes order, that If any one be accufed of Theft, or of receiving a fioln thing% f^yh 

he, rlan. 
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he free himfelf from the crime by fixty Hides, if he be accountedfit to fwear. If an Sect j 2 . 
Engliih Man fital, that he purge himfelf by a double number. If a Welfo Man, 
that he be obliged to no greater a number of jurours. And that it be lawfuS to any 
one both to prevent by oath the penalty of receiving Thieves, and the valuation of C. 48. Br- 
one jlain in cafe of capital enmity, if he can, and be not ajhamed to doe it. popr^olene- 
That which follows ordains, that If any fioln goods be intercepted, one offervile Cea 7 bepan- 
condition mufi not be taken for a Voucher , as bought of him. And the next to that, 5? ne ' ^ 

In cafe any one for his crimes be condemned to fiavery, and he be accufed that he ftole Mte %e " 
fometking while be was free, the Accufer may beat him once : and the Thief, ac- pum 
cording to the value of what he ftole, is to be beaten how unwilling foever. n um. 

82. The fiftieth Law is concerning him that finds Swine feeding upon his Maft, C. 50. Be 
or Acorns, without leave, that he take a pledge worth fix fhillings : if they ne ver unalypefcer 
were there before let him that owns them pay one fhilling, and according to the value mje r^ener 
of the Swine, let fatisfallion be given that they never were in before $ but if it on F en 5- 
jball appear that they had been in oftner, let two fhillings be paid. He that 
takes in Hogs to feed upon Acorns, of thofe that are three fingers thick iri fat, 
let him take e very third ■ of thofe that are two fingers, e- 
very fourth ; of fuch as are the thicknefs of ones thumb in 

fat, every fifth. Tile fifty faft. forbids him whom thefe Laws C. 51. Bepf cun&ep monnep Re¬ 
call Gefithcundmon (being of condition below a Thane, 

and above a Ceorle, probably as we have already tranflated C J^ S Somnerum tn Gbjfari» wc, suh~ 

it, the Chief of the Hundred) if he petition the King or 

his Alderman, for his Family; or the Lord for any Slave or 

Free-man, to fue for any remifion of a Multf, becaufe he bad 

not infilled defer ved punifhment upon Offenders at Home. 

That which follows enadts again concerning this fame fort C. 52. Be’Son ^Se geppcunbinan 
of man, that If he held Lands and refufe to go to War, he poppree. 

lofe his Land, and pay one hundred and twenty jkiB'tngs;. 

- if he have no Lands . that he t>av fixtv fhWinvs. A 


if he have no Lands, that he pay fixty fhillings. A 

Ceorlifeman or Comtreymanjf he offend* in this fort,be mufi pay, r _ ... 

thirty fhillings. By the next, He that is accufed of a CUm^ C. jjVfie ^ypnum gefinsJe. 

define crime mufi purge himfelf according to an hundred a)td\ 

twenty Hides of Land, or elfe pay fo many fhillings. The fif- , C. .54, Bapoprtolenep manner 

ty fourth provides, that In cafe another Mads Slave be found poppenje. 

with a Man,and he be dead of whom he pretends he bought him, 

that the Buyer go to his Grave, and there according to . the rate of forty Hides 

make Oath that he bought this Slave of him, which done he is to be acquitted, and the 

Slave is to return to his former Lord. The fame is to be obferved in othek fioln 

things. But in cafe it be known who had the goods of the Deceafed, he is to be gone 

too, and to be defired to clear the fale except he make it good, ^ 

that the Slave never belonged to the dead man. The fifty C. $5. Be pa?ppaeh J>e tyhtlan. 

fifth orders, that If one be accufed to have been at deadly 

enmity with a jlain man, and the value of him be required at his hand, and he will 

fwear that he gave him not his mortal wound ; in fuch cafe the Oath called the Royal 

Oath, according to the rate of thirty Hides is to be duly adtoinifired, whether thofe 

called Gefithcundmen, orMeor Ceorles be joyned with him. In cafe he be found guilty, 

yet he may give his Corflet and his Sword to whom of his Companions he will,though he 

be not able to pay the value of the jlain. ^.Welfhman deprived of Liberty, mufi 

make this fort of fur gat ion,according to the Rate of twelve Hides. A Slave mufi be 

beaten. An Englifliman mufi fwear according to the Rate of four and thirty Hides. 

« -n ‘ ? ie * ^ ets tbe P r * ce Ewe and her Lamb at one lhilling, C. 56. Be 

<( a Fortnight after Eafier. The next. Gives leave to any one that has bought eoperpypJ>e 
imprudently any faulty tiling, and dilcovers the fault within thir ty days to re* 57- 
« 5 ur , n lt: to tbe Seller, except he will take his Oath that at the time of fale, that _ 
fault was unknown to him. The fifty Eighth, Acquits the Wife of Theft, £ B& 

<« J- bou gh eonfcious to her Husband’s ftealing, becaufe fhe is to be obedient-to S y J?![^ Cer 
tt him - And upon his condemnation, if fhe refofeth riot to fwear that foe had no S r 
part of the thing ftoln, foe may poflefs the third part of his Goods. Tlte next c. <9 Be 
ordains that * He that cuts off the Horn of an Ox pay ten pence, the Horn of a Oxan! 

^ wo P etlc ^* If theTail of an Ox four pence, if that of a Cow five pence. 

K Wbo Jr. n P u,:s outthe Ey e an Ox mutt pay five pence, if the Eye of a Cow 
one lhilling. That which follows concerning Rent Barley is imperfedt in Mr. ^ „ 

Lambard s Copy, neither doth Bromptons Tranllation make it much more intelli- C 6o ' ? e 
gtble. By the fixty firft, “If a Countreyman hired a Yoke of Oxen, and had Fod- cS°k; 

derhypeGeoc. 
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Se( 5 t. 12. “ der fufficient, he was in that kind to pay the whole hire, if not fufficient, then 

'* “ half in Fodder, arid half otherwife. The next commands “ The firft fruits of C. 61. Be 
“ Corn, due to the Church to be paid out of that Houfe, where a Man lives at Cypicpce- 
‘ c chrift mas. Of this we muft fpeak in Church matters. The fixty third gives 
order, “ That if an accufed Perfon be required to give pledge, arid is not able to 
“ doe it before the Trial, in cafe another Man offers to doe it for him, on conditi- n on to e ^ e 
“ on that he give himfelf up into his Power,till fuch time as he can give him fatis- ape FOJ)b _ 

“ fadion for what he now depofites; and now a fecond time Caution is deman- pa :pe. 

“ ded of the accufed Party, and he who affiled him before now refufeth to help C 64. Be 
“ him the fecond time j if he be caff, let him loofe what he laid down for him sepjpcun- 
t£ when the fuit began. The next concerning him called Gefithcundman ordains, monnej- 
“ That if he change his Habitation, it may be lawfull to him to take along with F a P e - 
“ him his Officer or Baily, his Smith, and his Child Fofter or his Nurfe. Here 
the Word Smith, Lombard tranflat es,Fabrum Ferrarium , viz. Backfmith; but Smith 
in Saxon, anfwers fully to Faber in Latin, not onely Faber Ferrarius , but Faber 
Lignarius , or any of the other fort, the reafon why it is become the moft general 
firname now in England. 

84. By this fixty fifth Law King Ina ena&s, That whofoever pojfejfetb twenty c. 6$. Be 
Hides of Land and removes his Habitation, Jhall leave twelve Hides fown with ] a nb ha?b- 
Corn. He that occupies ten fhall leave fix, and he that pojfejfetb three jhall leave ben&um. 
one and an half. This we may fuppofe done in refpedl of the' want of Corn, this 
Jfle and all in ancient times abounding with wood, which long after the time 
bf Ina, procured Laws for cutting it down, though now we be in the other ex¬ 
treme. By that which follows he provides for him, That hath hired and ploughed C. 66 . 
a Tardland, that if the Landlord exalt other fervices from him befides the Rent, he 
Jhall not need to pay them nor abfiain from tilling the ground, except he ajfign him 
alfo an Houfe to dwell iri. Againft Gefithcundman the next ordains. That in cafe C. 67. Be 
he be banijhed, he jhall not have the liberty to return to his Houfe. The fixty Eighth 5 e P&cun- 
Commands, That a Sheep be not jhorn till Midfummer, otherwife the Fleece ii to &epmonnef 
be redeemed with twopence. The fixty ninth is concerning Valuations of Mens?P*F eo F 
Heads, that. If a Mamin his Life-time was valued at two Hundred Jhillings, thir-Q ^ 
ty of them jhould be dedufted to make his Lord recompence for his death. If one pC eapcr 
was valued at fix hundred, in fuch cafe Eighty jhould be dedufted ; if at twelve gangenjib 
Hundred, then were to be dedufted One hundred and twenty. The feventieth con- pleoj-. 
cerning maintenance exadts, that. From ten Hides of Land be allowed ten Fatts C. 69. Be 
or Barrels of Honey; three Hundred loaves; twelve Runlets of Welfh Ale; thirty Pepum. 
oj the fmaller Ale; two grown Oxen , or ten Wethers, ten Geefe , twenty Hens, 7 °* 
ten Cheefes, one Pott of Butter , five Salmons, twenty Pound weight of Fodder, and ^ £ ara 
Vide bic spel. an Hundred Eeles. That which follows wills, that, If one be required to pay humgej-. 
F/ra> '"omni Va ^ ue °f ^ 31S Head, and being now to fwear, confejfes what before he denied, 0 >jecyn 
^irma omm- ^ ^ nothing by way of Mulft, till he have firft fatisfiedfor the value of his Head, pefepaj-. 

The feventy fecond requires,that. If a Thief who had formerly paid the value of his tyn geep. 
Head be taken, and make his efcape the fame day, the whole mulft be not again re- epeonttg 
quired, he being taken about Night: but in cafe the Theft was committed the Night “? nna * 
before, fuch as formerly apprehended him, muft pay as the King or his Officer Jhall ^ppy] nc 
ordain. butepan. 

pip leaxrap- 

epenng 

punb j>aga po&pep *}hunb teonwg aela, vide quamparum diftant tfta rerum nomina ab kodiemis . 

C. 71. Be peptyhclan. C. 7a. Be pepgylb ^Seopep popepeng. 

8 y. The feventy third ordains, “ That if a Welfh Slave kill an Englifh Man, his C. 7Be , 
“ Mafter fhall give him up into the Hands of the Lord, and the Kindred of him Son^e ee- 
“ that was flain, or elfe redeem him with fixty (hillings. If he will not part with op peal “ 

“ his Money, that then he let at liberty his Slave, and the Kindred of the flain re- 
“ cover the value of their Kinfman, if the other have any Kindred to bear him g* ge 
“ out. If not, let him expedt mifehief from his Adverfaries. A Freeman need FO p r eoIe- 
“ not pay with a Slave f except to buy off Capital Enmities or deadly Feuds ) nepceaper 
‘‘ neither a Slave with a Freeman. The next ordains concerning ftoln Goods, poppeng 7 
“ If they be found with another Man, and the Seller will neither own the Goods c Be 
“ nor that he fold them, and yet confefs that he fold the Party fome other things, gobpVSe 
“ in fuch cafe it muft lye upon the Buyer to prove, that he fold him thefe very pepo»c 
“ Goods and none other. The feventy fifth and the laft is concerning him that gobrunep 
“kills ones Godfather or Godfon, That, he pay as much to the Kindred of the rtyhc; 

“flain, ' 
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“ men: mill be more or lefs according But in cafe it was the 

“ that which was to be made, t o^theJLotd him ^ „ the 

SPSS'S * | ’I" 

are the firft of the Englifh Natio , • ■ Leai flatbuf after Ina, wasOjf* King 

off*. mention With relation unto, the . ^ £ ut hour of the Mercian 

of the Mem ms, whomwerny J Guenthelin Kiri? of j Britain, though fome 
Law, and not Aft/r/w the Widow of the Kingdom in the^ 

Minorily of 'her' Son 'abw™ thfee 

petual and mofl bma ^ [ 0 whom a ll both EM '*nd 

to be commended Kingaljo oj tne wejr o ’ , r; u tU ruH - the Dantfh King 

Saxons voluntarily of the Eaft Emjijh and Northumbrians 

fwore obedience, and held the Provincesofthe Ea pre f ftG fr.^ That Ac ^Sa ^Se 

as his Vaffal. He himfelf tells is Kinf- >c Sememe 

^whatfoe^r l^fo^^^nnhy^fObierval:K)n,^eLthee^in^the^h^i^ K > |j e tton^ner 

“ man, or of Offs King ot tne mercians^i w hi c h work he ufed the %^eminer 

■ 'tKdtconta Of the wMMln tSsmbL Having tevifed the 

“advice, and had the conient " , F a ■ u e 1 i:j ic j into his ownj and v e on Op- 

y 87 The firft of his Laws commands, an Oath and a^ pledge to be^ftricftJy re y. Be a . 

Zj « Tf any by neceffity was compelled to fwear of depofite apled D e, e be 

“is to be returned back again toprifon for other forty dy. Churches If 

.. an 7 a 1 r 1 • The fecond bears the Title of the immunity of the Church, c.. 1. 

»tding If to^e U « -eived and the^ch 

^ 4 » 

« three pounds, to Bifhops or.Senatours fEaldermen) b Y onfoftwo. ^ hlapopb 

Law “upon one that either by himfelf alone or by his Servants,^ and A li_ rp ^, p J e ^ 

“ nates lays treacheroufly in wait againft the life or fafety of the . Kin ?> * Saxonid 

“feToflff^nTfo^nes. If he wUl purge himfelf he may doe it e le j 
« Valuation of the King’s Head. The fame istobeobferved in all Degrees of 5e eo]i i e . 
“Men whether * Noblemen or Countrey men. Whofoever confpires againfthis omcs/cd. 
“LordJctKm bepuniihed with loft of hfc and fortunes, or elfe pay the Vain 
“ tion of his Lord’s Head. jummus 

eos or do vel gxadus quamvis Ceopl non nmquam pro marito ufurpetur, bine Ceoplian pto vuptum'dan. 

q 88. The 
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' “ 'fFr* to K PolerX"& 7 ^ 

“ If the O.fendcrflvean^T, Wea P° n m *e fame place. Farther provides that on cj"™- 
<, [‘fit , fl >, e “ d bc tak „ en . ^ pay the value of his Head, and accordine W hra 'l= 

“ The^h o the payment of a Mute, or the Value of se f eohw f 

« t j, e f„ii valnp nf l t l 3*“°* That if One kill a Woman with Child he pay C 9 Be 

“ HustendsChildril r^ ’ *?“*? i“ If * h * value of the H “ d °f °»e “ E2 Wh 
“to be madeun nnri ‘o'/!h Va ^l e ?£^ Head com e not to thirty (hillings it is mon °Fpka 
“imnnfp? A P j , nd father Mukft of an Hundred and twenty*Mines to be btapn ea c- 
i.4 n ^ w ^s formerly fuclj were more grievoufiy puXd as Lie nend ^ 7 
“SfndSf hvlhLt^ 3* other more heavy Mulls were imffi upon otht 

“ aManlhal’lmv an h^d ^ ia j ne re %^foall be h?d to all j onely he that deals 
a i ian hidilpay an hundred and twenty Mings. The tenth reauires that “ Kp 

Wt&R&SSSS&S&r 

the Muia “ tobe “« 

“ drpd nf tKo nV- A n 1 10 , * n S a Tree a Man accidentally be (lain, the Kin- ^ on 
“tl™ f the , dain ^ ,hnve the Tree, if .within thirty days they fetch it ofFthe mono )’ e P- 

isS^a^SSSj£axSK« 5 t 

KjVfJp’ _p dnvc a , M ^ y , Foal or Calf from them are to pay the Value of the S e F eoh - 

“theBeaft. The Nineteenth ordninc -e^ a0 ^v/ raU ^ as , to the death of mon myjie 

“ Weapon to kill a third Perion both nf rh^mV d° nC f 43 ? end to anot her an y cu F°P* 

«tbn of Iiis iwi r? j 0n t r h tllem lf the y P Ieaf e may pay the Valua- r^le. 

“ p^n,°himJfeinay down tUtf V 0 *" “ff ^ hethktVnt the Wea-§ «7-* 

“ ^nrno^&t^ 3V£ 

- have 

“ Adtion he mib »> S -ri CCf n , folcmote » and afterward? let fall his heo P e rap- 

*!©Sffifips¥WrtC>^ 

afterwards doe more mSchief and hkiiAiii C £? paid * If be live and anteclan. 


90. The 
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'-- OQ T he twenty fixth Law inflifts Punilhments upon thofe, Who kill men Sedt. 12. 

« I? Troops or Companies. If the flain innocent Party, or he that had received a 
“ mortal wound, was valued at two Hundred (hillings, Sanri.hr; 

«the value of his Head and a Muldt; and every one that was m the Trpop or ^ 

« r^moanv muft alfo pay thirty Mings. In cafe he was worth ^Hundred 
« shillings everyone in the Company muft pay fixty (hillings, and he t a i 
“ him pay the value of his Head, and the Mula beiides. If he was valued at 
m fwe t™ Hundred IhiUinus, they mull pay an hundred and twenty a-pxece, and 
“ the flayer both the value and the mul*. In cafe every Man deny, that he gave 
“ the mortal wound, all are to be impeached together, and amongft them mud 
“ naVboth the Value and the Muld. Nowconcermngthefe Troops or Compa¬ 
nd which our Saxon Anceftours called flWjaho* manyMen made up one 
r +Uam vVip Header mav remember he was told by the fourteenth Law of King 
la The tvZl S, « That if a Man in a Quarrel killed another, C 

no Kindred by the Fathers fide, fuch Kindred as he hath by the Mo-Be m^^- 
« the,* fide, (hall pay the third part of the value of the Head,another third thofe of rum me n 
« his Gild or Society,and for the third he is to fufFer banilhment. In cafe he have no 

•„ Fe n ows that had killed a Man, -viz. The valuation of the Head of the flain, copr^sfuo 
Z they alfo received money for a flain Brother of their Gyld. Another g* empofilis 

thev contributed toward pubiick Feafts, which at certain times they obferved. Hence fmu i nctnt ut 
afterward in the Laws of King Henry the Firfi^y are allied ^F^ hvthl 
thofe whofe Pot loils together. In Germany the Bores calltheir pubiick Feafts by co-ordinate, 

NameoiGi/^ to which all contribute. \ Society or Company m Sax- is called c in a 
GeZfcipe and Gyldfcipe, in the low Countries Gbitifchap, a nd hence comes our.j-^- 
more modern Name of Glide, ufed to exprefs fome Societies of Religious men, 2 s Ghjjhr. ut 
alfo ofTradefinen and Artificers, which now we call Companies , and moreover o congddoms. 
GildbalL the place of their Meetings and judicial Aflembhes. C . ,8. 

9 i. The twenty eighth Law of Alfred was made agamft the ^r^r^//^ BeFolc lca . 
News and commands that “ fuch being convi&ed, be not (lightly punilhed, but run ^ um5e . 

« t heir * Tongues cut out except they redeem them by payment of die whole P y p htum. 

« value of the? 1 Heads. The thirtieth orders that “ Merchants when they land, * >on nehim 
« bring fuch as come alhore with them before the Kings Officer in Folcmote , and monaceopp 
« decide their number, and then keep them with them that they may be ready tamgan 
« to anfwer any thing that (hall be demanded of them in Folcmote. And if ou 
« 0 f neceffity they bring many with them from Sea, into the Haven thereof, Ee jj. 

« they are alfo to certifie the King’s Officer in that Affembly. Confideruig le 
dangerous thnes wherein King Alfred lived, when was fuch flocking of ftrangers c . ?I . 
Into England, this Law feems very prudently made. The one and thirtieth m- Be Ceop- 
fliifts “ upon him that (hall put into bonds a Countrey man who no fuch thing h rC er man* 

“ deferves a muldl of ten (hillings, upon him that beats fuch an one, twenty nep bmte- 
Sgs*. if“e hang Wm up aloft, thirty (hUlings If heefib his hair like a lan. 

« fool, ten (hillings 5 If he (have his head like a Prieft and bind him not, thuty ^ 

“ (hillings: In cafe he cut his beard, twenty ffiilhngsj and if he b J? dand fBe rperer 
“ cut h§ hair like a Prieft, fixty (hillmgs. That which follows symLa/* 

« him who carrieson hisback afpear fo negligently that anotherby cha^ 

« upon it, the value of his head without a mulcft: but in cafe he bore the head 
« ofthefpear in his hand and another falls upon it, the Law jmpofesamua 
“ upon him. If he be accufed to have done it on purpofe, its lawfiiU for hun 
« to clear himfelf according to the nature of the muldf ; if the point of the (pear 
« was three fingers higher than that part behind his back • if the point and all C. 

« the reft of the^fpearwas of the fame height it blames him not The next 
reds that if “ a fe^nt pafs from one plac^to another, he muft doe it with the «to. • 

« knowledge of the Alderman or Governour of that County where he former- 
« Wfcrvef Otherwife, he that receives lum into his Farm y muft forfeit an 
« hundred and twenty (hUlings to the King, whereof one half to be p^ mthe 
« Countrey whence the fervantcame, and the other in that where he is now re- 
« ceived. *And in cafe before his removal he committed any fault, he that laft 
« received him muft make amends, and fine to the King an hundied and twenty 
« (hillings befides. Q.ft ^ ^ iae 
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Sc£t 12 « V-} The ‘^ty Law “ Impofes upon him that ihall ftrike or fight in C. u 

-^"% b f fore Je Kings Alderman, both the value of his own head and fuch B<Woh te 

„ a fine befides as ihall be thought fit, befides an hundred and twenty (hillings to be F>pan 
<{ P e P ai ? c ° tJ , ie Alderman, upon him that by his weapons fhali make any diftur- ealdo Jwen. 
« bance inf’olcn/ote, a mulft of an hundred and twenty fallings to the Alder- 
« ? an '. ^ not prefent, but the tiling be done before his Subftitute or the 

Kings Pneft, an amerciament of thirty ihillings. Here by the King’s Priefl is 
meant the Bijbop as we may very well conjecture, who, as we formerly faid, in 
a nd there diipatched bufmefs relating to the 
hiny fi 5 h / - or J d ^ ns that He ^at fights at the Homeflall of a C „ 

« ^nntteyman, pay the faid Countreyman fix Ihillings; if he drew his Sword Be Cvni.r 
I b ““ not half as much If the offence be committed in the S SS? 
« l • , a man valued at fix hundred Ihillings, three times as much is to be paid as F lecce ge- 
« {£ d £ p °j? hl ™ that . fi S hts m , that u of > Countreyman j If it be done at the F eohce - 
« S °f a Man valued at twelve hundred /hillings, the double of that which is 
fi«h fi fi htU1S ^ the u ar c d Z £ i? ne V * lued at five hundred. The thirty C 26 

° f f" r ^.°p breac h ofthePeaceinaTown “ confirms that part of Be bunt 
« hmg ^s forty fixthLawof this Subject ; for what concerns the breach ofbpyce. P 
« L h niS e m K he ? n / S ^ OWn or Sff» impofingupon the offender the fame cynm 5 e r 
« hundred and twenty Ihillings. But if it be done in the Archbi- bnphbpyce. 

« * a ° fmne£ ? “mgs; m that of a Bifhop or Alderman ^ ce . bl rce- 

fixty fallings. In the Town of a Man valued at twelve hundred Mines a P rer bu P h * 
fine °f thirty ihillings ; half as much if done in the Village of one worth but ^ 

:: SSf ? mUC 5-, tbat break , S the Hed S eof a GduK^ ft faesSSSfflET 
« S S -r a T nd doub J? th ® fu ®> if it be done during an expedition in War, or 7 
“ d " ws the Holy Counam before 


“ the People without lea ve, it fines an hundred and twenty ihillings. 

9 3-The thirty feventh, is that Law concerning Bocland\ which we have already ~ 
occafionally mem.oned. By virtue hereof “ He that holds fuch Lauds left himby Be lli 7 ' 
his Anceftours, hath no power to alienate it from his Heirs to others, in cafe bnt>e 


«( • . *- ~ no lu ocaers* lncaieianK^ 

« SLfjV? P roved b y writing or teftimony before the King or Biihop, Iris Kin- 

“ S ^ mg tha V he wh ° &ft S rantKl it. forbade him alienation 

and laid on him this condition. Upon occafion of this Law. Mr Selden telk 
our common Lawyers, that here they may behold Fee-tail much mordent 
than the thirteenth year of Edward the Firft. The thirty eighth concernine C. 28. 
garrets or deadly feuds Forbids any Man to attacque liis Enemy, if he find ^ Sepeoh- 
« r im 1! l hl u HO r fe i exce P t h e hrft demand of him what is right. If he can Be te aliat 
« feplf! i le ma y doe it for feven days, during which time, if he give up 

« SffJ 115 Arms H 1 * 0 h^ s hands, he may keep him thirty days, but then 
“ t-Wjk 111 and ^ his Kindred and Friends. In cafe heflye to a Church 
*, tbe honour of the Church mull be preferved: If he cannot Befiege him lie 
“ Sfmfr K- C affil Jr ceof the Alderman, which if he cannot obtIL, he iuft 
«C go o h King. If any one by chance light upon his adverfary, knowing 
« th , at hf heeps himfelf at home, and the other will deliver up his Arms to 
« k ^P himlafe thirty days, and then offer himtohis Frknds 

« ? Ut r ^ cafe be W1 . not d ehver up his Arms, then may he inftahtly force him* 

« l n jf he . be Idling to deliver, up himfelf and his Arms to his fiLmy’ 

„ and a °y other Man lets upon him, let fuch a Man pay the value rffTS’ 
or give fatisfadtion for his wounds if any be given him amrAi * 

« 5® th n *?». hehdes, let him be fined, and loofe all that may fall to*him by rea? 
fon of Kindred. A Servant may lawfully fight for his Mafter if anv one fer 

- ^^up™onesife^^nfiMn^hertM^fightfo^Wm^ag^^dl^nT^ 0 ^ 11 ^^^ 

« J- ord > ^ hicb “ to be luffered. It may be lawfuU dfo for Sy m fof upon 

« “Other m.the head, toes the bone on both fides be pierced, ^ h^^ro B,Uni!urn ' 

“ 5hfllin»r d if rh hlr iw tlidfings: If the outward bone onelybe pierced, ’fifteen 
ihillings. If the Man be wounded to the quantity of an Inch under the h«s. 

“ let the muia be one fliilling, butif the t^ound ^as tefidS 
« 2 ■ , f an Ear he cut oft, thirty Ihillings; in cafe the hearing be loft: by the 

wound, .fixty fallings. He that digs out the Eyes of another, kt him pay Say 

“ Tix 
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44 fix ihillings fix pence, and the third part of a penny ; but in cafe the Eye be Se< 5 t. 1 2. 
“ dill in the head, yet fo wounded that the fight is loft, let the third part of the 
“ muldt be abated. Let him that cuts off a Nofe pay fixty Ihillings. Him that 
“ ftrikes out the firft Teeth, eight ihillings to the fufferer; if thofe called the 
“ Wang-teeth ( Dentes Canini ^ be ftrucken out, four ihillings; if the Grinders, 
tc fixteen iliillings. He that wounds another on the Cheek, let him pay fifteen h icryre 
“ fallings; that cleaves his Chin-bone, twelve fallings; that pierces the Throat, pongcob. 

<c twelve fallings. He that cues out the Tongue as much as he that pulls out the 
“ Eye. He that wounds in the Shoulder to the breaking of the Member, thirty 
tc ihillings; that breaks an Arme above the Elbow, fifteen ihillings; that breaks 
tc both the bones of the Arme, thirty ihillings. Let him that cuts off a Thumb, 

“ forfeit to the Patty thirty ihillings: that cuts off the nail of a Thumb, five 
“ ihillings: he that cuts off the firft Finger let him pay fifteen ihillings: the nail 
*“ of this Finger, four fallings ; if the middle or longeft Finger, twelve fal- 
te lings; if the nail pf it, two ihillings; if it be the Ring-fing;er, feventeen fal- 
" lings; if the nail, four iliillings ; if the little Finger, nine ihillings •• if its nail 
v onely one ihiiling. 

95. “ If one receive a wound in the Belly, let him receive from the offender 
“ thirty ihillings ; and if the weapon pierced through the Belly, twenty fallings 
“ for each Orifice. If a Man be run through the Thigh, he that did it Ihall pay 
“ him thirty ihillings, and if the bone be hurt, other thirty Ihillings: He that 
“ pierces a Man through the Leg, let him pay the wounded Party twelve fhil- 
“ lings; but if the bone be broke, thirty fallings. If one Man cut off the great 
<c Toe of another he ihall pay him twenty ihillings; if the next to that, fifteen 
“ ihillings; if the third, nine Ihillings; if the fourth, fix ihillings; and if the 
“ leaft, five iliillings. If a Man be lb wounded in the Genitals, that the faculty 
<c of procreation be thereby taken away, the offender lliall pay him eighty Ihil- 
“ lings. He that cuts off an Arnje ihall incur the mul<ft of eighty ihillings. Let 
“ the puniihment for every wound, befide the Hair and the Sleeve, and beneath 
“ the Knee, be doubled. He that breaks a Mans Louis fhali pay him fixty iliil- 
“ lings; if he prick them with a weapon, fifteen fallings, if he pierce them 
“ through, thirty ihillings. If a Man receive a wound on his lhoulder he Ihall 
“ receive eighty Iliillings : If the outward part of his Hand be bruiied or woun- 
“ ded, yet fo as it may be - cured, tweniy ihiiling • but if he loofe half of his 
“ Hand, fixty ihillings. If a Rib be broken, though the Skin be whole, the of- 
“ fender ihall pay ten ihillings, but if the Skin be broke andfome bones be forced 
“ out, fifteen flullings. If an Eye be pulled out, ah Hand or a Foot cut off; let 
“ there be the fame penalty, viz, fixty fix Ihillings, fix pence and the third part 
“ of a penny. If the Leg be cut oft above tfie Knee, the raulift ihall be eighty 

ihillings; if the Shoulder-blade be cut off, twenty ihillings; if it be bruifed fo 
“ that bones come out, fifteen ihillings ; if the greater Sinews be cut, yet fo as 
*-* they may be healed, twelve Ihillings* but if the Party fall lame and his lame- 
“ neis cannot be cured, thirty ihillings; if the (mailer Sinews be cut, fix faI- 
“ lings. Jf a Man receive a wound on his Neck^ fo that all bis life he goes in- 

firm and deformed, let the offender by way of Compehfation. pay him an 
“ hundred (hillings, except in the opinion -of wife Men more ought to be given 
if to him. Thefebe the Laws of King Alfred , made by'himfelf and his-wife 
Men; for the Government of all his Subjofts. In the League betwixt him and 
Gutbrun the Dane, there were others made by the cpnfent of both Nations; 
whereof iuch as refpedt the Civil (late we have already mentioned in the Hiftory 
o£ Alfred's Life. The reft which refpeift matters Eeclefiaftical, muft to fuch 
matters be referred, 

96. The next Legiflatour in order of pur Etfglijb Saxon Kings, was Edward the 

Elder, the Son and Succeflbur of glorious Kmg Alfred. In the Preface to his 
Laws, he ftridly charges and commands all his Officers, ^ m 

that as much as fo tjierri lies,diey.doe Juftiep according *-as • •^/S 5 on?Sfe‘«itn w 

it ftands inthe judicial Book, and without all fear boldly ^ Wfl&o JudSalifrLuem 

diipence the Common Law, and that they fet and appoint 1 ; *ec tamm confine 

certain days for Determination of the feveral Caufes de- Wl ffiV*' ^heWertwnkgmm Deere- 

pendbg before them. The firft Uw-js conierning Tmf- 

fick, and in way of conhrmation of the fourth Article of 'omefimndaffilitefis: 

the League made betwixt his Father and the Vanifb King • 

G uthrun ordains that If a Man buy any thing, he have one G. 1. Be Ceapunje. 
that will vouch, warrantize, and make good the fale. That no 


Man 
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Sedt. 12 . Man without the town buy any thing., but (a) have the Port - (a) Ac hsbbe *&zj poptsepejf.n 

w'-V-nm* reeve for witnefs, or other Men worthy of Credit, other - sepitnyn-e. ('bj^Sonnejy hecynm- 
xvife he (hall fb) undergoe the penalty of Contumacy againfi 5 e roj :e phypnyneycyJ&i£. Jang- 
the King ., and the vouching or warrantizing jhall alfo proceed * e ceam ° ea ^ ^' c - 
from one to another till it be ended • we farther ordain that 
whofoever calleth to warrantize a Party of whom he bought■ the things in quefiion, 
either produce his teflimony that he did rightly call him, or by interpofition of his 
Oath J'atisfie the Demandant. In the fame manner we determine concerning that 
that was ones own ; for if he contend that it was not received from elfewhere, but 
was his own, and fo ufed it, let him either produce his Witneffes, or with fome o- 
ther perfons (if he can) not chofen on purpofey let him fwear that the thing is not 
the Demandant's. If he cannot doe it, let fix Men be fummoned out of the Neigh- 
bourhoody and one Man fwear for every Cow, or any thing of fuch a value, or more if 
the thing be of a greater price. We farther Decree , that if any Pawn another 
Mans Goodsy he take his Oath that he did it not deceitfully, but without all fraud and 
evil defign: then let him with whom the Goods jhall be found be at his choice, whe¬ 
ther he will plead that they are his own , or go to Pouching. This calling to 
Vouching or Warrantizing, our Englifh Saxons exprefled by 
the word Team, which properly iignifies Propage, Sololes, team- 
or Off-fpring, but fecondarily, and by way of tranflation, fy oIes & 

to make known, cad forth or produce another. In reference to vocaiu native^pZZ 
the matter in hand: it was theCuftome of the Ancients, gine, de <ju&print-, quam proadvocatlone 
that if one had fold to another any lftoln Goods, and this ffthms laMdatimewipodumone. Hmc 
Man had alienated them to a third, and the third to a mmam eemw Z a teeming 
fourth, &c. yet might the true owner feize them when¬ 
ever he found them. Then was he with whom they were found obliged to 
produce him that fold them to him, to own and make good the Sale, which in 
Latin they term Advocare. Then was he that was thus 
? lkd out or produced C*.«/*) bouudto produce JpjSA 
his Chapman alfo of whom he bought the Goods, and vowfin. 
this Chapman another, till at length they came to the 
Thief himfelf. From this continuation and progrefs from 

one to another, it had the Name of Team, as in the Old Nor- vide Lombard. Ghffar. in voc. Advocate, 

man Law French, Voucher al Gar ant its ; fo hence in Barba- Spelman. in voc. Garandia & Somneri in 

rous Latin come Garandia, Garantia, Gar an turn, Garantiza - v ‘ Advocare - 

re and Garentizare, otherwife written Warrantia, Warran- 

tum, and Warrantizare, the Root of all which, feems to be the Saxon word Wa- 

ran, which iignifies to defend. For the French inftead of the Saxon W, always 

ufe G, and all thefe words have their proper fignification amongft the Lawyers 

of England,France and Germany, which no one Roman or Latin word can exprefs. As 

for the Portreeve mentioned in this Law,it fignifies the Chief Governour of a City or 

Town fit of London and many other Cities in ancient times being known by this Title. 

97. The fecond of King Edward's Laws ordains, that Whofoever denies a - C. 2. 
nother Man his Right , either in Bocland or Folcland, demanding it before the ^° ne 

Kings Juftice, whenas he hath no Right in either of thefe forts of Land\ fhallpay °J>puia 

to the King for the firft offence thirty fhidings, as much for the fecond; and if he 
offend the third time, that he pay an hundredand twenty Jhillings for his Contumacy- 
againfi the King. The third determines of One that hath forfworn himfelf, or born C. 3. 
falfe witnefs, that no credit be given to him for the time to come, and that he be put to many* 
Ordeal. The fourth declares, that King Edward lying at Exeter, and confulting P°P^ num - 
with his Wifemen , ftudioufly enquired by what means he might befi provide for Peace 
and Tranquillity, for he perceived that thefe things were not fo much regarded as they 
ought to be, and as he had ordained. He intreated therefore and required all that 
would be cor relied and amended, and would with him enjoy common fociety, and would 
profecute with love and hatred the fame things as he did both by Sea and Land; 
that they would look to this one thing, viz. that they did injury to no Man. He that 
doeth contrary let him (as was formerly ordained) pay thirty /hillings to the King ; 
if he offend the fecond time, as much; and if the third, an 

hundred and twenty Jhillings. The fifth commands, that C. 5. Begepepan >e mib pihe 
That Reeve or Judge that doeth not Jufiice according to the ne amamge. 

Teflimony of fuch as are fummoned, pay an hundred and twen¬ 
ty J,hillings for his contumacy againjt the King. The fixth C .6. Be ^Sypjc betogenum. 

wills, That if a fervant be accufed of Theft, he that re¬ 
commended him to his Mafler , or other of his Friends (if any he have) be fure- 

ties 


Vide Lombard. Gloffar.invoc. Advocare, 


C. 5. Be gepepan )>e mib pihe 


C. 6 . Be betogenum. 
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ties for him , that he difebarge himfelf of what is depofed againfi him. If he have Se< 5 t. j 2. 
none to intfrpofe on his behalf, thofe that are concerned may fieze his Goods. If 
he have neither Goods nor Friends , let him be taken into Cufiody. The feventh ab- C. 7. 
folutely requires, that * Thofe always be had in readinefs that will not goe to their B^^on 
own Homes , and that for no rew ird they be protefted. heopa agen 

98. The eighth Law enjoy ns that “ No man knowingly and voluntarily, have [^ n ny l 1 ' 
“ peace with or harbour one that is condemned for a Crime: he that adts contrary c 8 

“ and thereby breaks his Oath and the faith given by him, and all the People, let ge =6on 
“ him uodergRtlie Mul<ft preferibed in the Judiciary Book. That if he refufe to pay, pull ppi- 
“ he is to be deprived of the King’s and all other Mens friendihip, and farther for- pia>. 

“ feit all his Eftate. And if any afterwards relieve him, let him alfo Incur the pe- bece n>a 
“ nalty exprefled in the laid Judiciary Bpok. Farther, faith he, whofoever flrnll &om boc 
“relieve a fugitive either in thisonrqoaft, or in theEafternor Northern parts of 
“ the Kingdom, let him be punilhed as in the Articles of Peace is ordained. That ^ 

“ which follows provides that. If pne deprived of liberty for fteahng, ileal boc 
“again and all his kindred foyfake him, fpthat none will ingage for him, he be c. 9. 

“ fet to fetvile works as opportunity Jhall be, and his kindred ipofethp Valuation Be ^on ^Se 
of his Head. The tenth Law u forbids any Man to receive another Man> Ser- h-r fpeot 

vant without his: leave, and he hath fully latisfied his Matter : he dhat doeth o- poppypee. 

« therwife mutt be punilhed as Contumacious againft the King. The eleventh C ^°' 
and laft commands that " about every fourth Week every Reeve, or judge, hold ^ 

«the Gemote or Aflembly, AdminUter Juftice to every Man, and determine mann J e J r 
“ all caufes at the appointed days. If he doeotherwife he is to be punilhed as man unbep- 
« was before laid. Thefe are the Laws made by King Edward the Elder himfelf. pe> butan 
After them follows the league made betwixt him and Guthrun the Dane confifting leape. 
of fuch matters as had been formerly agreed of betwixt the laid Guthrun and King C- n. 
Alfred which we have already mentioned, at fuch time as the Englifh and Danes Be 5 e motc 
made Peace and unbraced one another. Thefe Articles were often afterward re- anfca S ura - 
peated by wifemen, and to the common utility of the Realm, as the Preface 
words it, increafed and amplified. But forafinuch as they refpedl R,e|igion we 
mutt as before we hinted refer them to another place. 

99. The next Legiflatour after KiDg Edward the Elder was KmgzAthelfian his 
Son- After a Religious Preface, the firft Law he ena^s is againtt Thieves, re¬ 
quiring that “ If a Thief be taken in the fadt, no Man fpare him ifhe be above c. 1. Sax. 
“ twelve years old, and have ttole any thing above the value of fight pence : if Be 5 5 eo- 

“ any one doe contrarily he fhall pay the value of the Thief’s Head, or make amends pum. apud 
“ for the fault, and yet for all that the Thieffhajl not be fpared, who if he con- G - c * 
“ tumacioufly make refittence, or flye for it, for the time to come fhall obtain no 4 - & J- 
“ favour : a Thief caft into Prilbn, fhall there ftay forty days, and then after the 
“ payment of an hundred and twenty (hillings, be discharged. But the kindred 
“mutt: give fecurity for his good behaviour, after which if he fteal again, they 
“ mutt either pay the value of his Head, or bring him back to Prifon ; and in 
“ cafe any one refift them he fhall pay to the King, or to any other it concerns 
“ the value of his own Head, and if any (land by him, he fhall pay to the King an 
hundred and twenty ihillings. The fecond is againft “ fuch as have no Matters, or- C. 2. Sax. 
daining, that “of thofe that are not of any Man’s family, and confequentlynone can Behlapopw 
“ have right againft them, the kindred fhall give caution for their juft demeaning 
“ of themlelves and in Folcmote put them into fome ones fervioe: which.if they j orna i c * 6 
“will not or cannot doe, let fuch Mafterlefs men beefteemedas fugitives, .and 
“ be beaten as Thieves, as they are light upon. If any one afterward relieve them 
“ let him pay the value of his Head, or according to that value, difcharge himfelf 
of the guilt. But the third commands that “ if a Matter denies to doe another C. 3. Sax. 
“ man right and defends a naughty and knavilh Servant, fo that of hhn com- Jomal.c.c. 
“ plaint is made to the King, he pay the value of the thing indemandj and farther 8. 

“ to the King forfeit an hundred and twenty Ihillings. But in cafe any make 
“ complaint to the King, before he demand his right as it is preferibed, he (hall 
“ incur the like Mul< 5 t as the other fliould have donefor denying Juftice. If the 
“ Matter be convidted to have been privy to the Theft of his vServant, he fhall 
“ loofe his Servant and pay the value of his own He^d for the firft offence, for 
“ the fecond fhall loofe all he hath. The fame punffhment fhall the King’s Trea- 
“ furers and Reeves undergo if guilty of the fame offence. The fourth ordains con- c 4. Sax. 
cerning“ fuch as confpire a gainft their Matters, that if thereof legally accufed, Be hlapopa* 
“ and if the fadl cannot be denied,the offender being convifted by threefold Ordeal, TTPfum. 

“ it fhall be Capital. w Jornai. c. 9. 

xoo. fhe 
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ioo. The fixth Law of King ^thelfian is againft “ Witchcrafts, Inchantments C. 6. Sax. 

“ and fuch like deeds as procure Death, that if any one by thofe that ufe them be Be Piece- 
“ made away and the thing cannot be denyed, fuch pradticers fliall be put to death, 7 

“ if they endeavour to purge themfelves and be caft by the threefold Ordeal, let j £ ' 

“ them lie in Prifon, an hundred and twenty days, which ended let their kindred 
“ redeem them by the payment of an hundred and twenty fhil lings to the King, 

“ and farther pay to the kindred of the flairi, the full valuation of the parties 
“ Head. And then muft the criminals procure Sureties for their good deportment 
“for the time to come. The fame punifhment fhall be infli&ed on Incendiaries 
“ and fuch as refeue Thieves. Nay let fuch as endeavour to refeue them, though 
“ no Man be wounded in the attempt, pay an hundred and twenty fhillings to 
“ the King. As for Inchantments mentioned in this Law, the Saxon word is 
Liblacam w hich fignifies the Art of Conjuration or Witchcraft , yet not all in Gene¬ 
ral, but that fort of it properly called Fafcination, or Jnchantment ufed with cer¬ 
tain Ligatures , Fafcia or Bands. The Romans called this fort Obligamentum Magi - y$ axon ' 
cum , Pbjlatteria and Ligaiurte. Hence Nettere came to be a Magical word, as tykjac 
in that verfe of Virgil\ Ncfte tribus nodis ternos Amarylli colores. This he wrote, £*] ^ibliga- 
as Turnebus obferves, from the Ancient Cuftome of Inchantments wherein were m e» tum J. * 
reckoned knots, bands and neceflities. In thofe matters alfo the word Ligare i ac mumss.q. 
came to be ufed. And as Ifidore writes, to thefe things belong Ligatures of exe- munusligan . 
crable Medicines which the Art of Phyfick condemns, whether in precantations, ■vim ha- 
Characters or in any other things to be hung and bound about one, in all which is 
the Art of Devils fprung from a certain peftiferous fociety, or compaCt of evil Men 
and Angels. Upon which account they are all to be ihunned by Chriftians to be far. v. Libia. 
rejected and condemned, with all execration poflible. cunu 

ioi. Thefeventh of King *s£thel(lans Laws ordains concerning (imple Ordeal c. j.Sax. 
that “ If one accufed feveral times of Theft be caft by it, and have no body Be anpeal- 
“ to be furety for him, he be fent to Prifon, and thence freed by his kindred, as eum Oji&a- 
was before faid. The eighth appoints that" If any man having no Houfe nor Land le. Jor.c. 13. 
“ of his own, goes to ferve in another Shire, and returning to the place whence ^ Sa *- 
“ he came to fee his Friends, doeth any mifehief, he that received him fhall - 15 
“ give caution that he fhall be ready to make fatisfaCbion, or elfedoeithim- num.'fo* 
“ lelf to the party aggrieved. The ninth provides that If any one challenge Cat- na i j. J x ' 

“ tel as his own in another Man’s hands, five Men out of their Neighbourhood c. 9. Sax. 
“ fhall be called, whereof one fhall fwearthat he rightly challenges them. But Be 'Sonne 
“ if another Man contend they are his, twenty Men fhall be taken out of the ypp be- 
“ Neighbourhood, whereof two fhall fwear with him, that he bred them. This 
“ m ay be done without the Common Oath of all - but otherwife if the value of J orna ^ c -t f. 
“ the thing exceed twenty pence. The tenth forbids any Commutation of Goods c. 10. Sax. 
“ but in the prefence ol the Reeve, the Prieft of the Town, or the Lord of the Be yppa 
“ Soil, or fome other credible Perfon, under the penalty of thirty fhillings, sehpeppe. 

“ and the forfeiture of the thing changed to the Lord of the Soil. And if any of JomaU.16. 
“ thefe bear falfe witnefs, let him be infamous, or no credit be given to him 
“ ever after , and let him forfeit befides thirty fhillings. The eleventh pre- C. 1*1. Sax. 
“ feribes the manner of accufing a Thief that’s killed. Firft let there be three in Be Son ’Se 
“ number (if they will take it upon them) two Kinfmen on the Father’s fide, r c yk>5 un ' 

“ and one on the Mother’s, which fhall fwear, that they knew no reafon why jgj* ec 
“ their Kinfman fhould have been flain upon the account of Theft. Then let there 
“ be twelve impanelled, which by their Oaths fliall lay Theft to his charge, and „ a l. c .i6. 

“ then if the Kindred of the flain Party do not appear , thofe who firft endea- C. 12. Sax. 

voured to clear him of the crime fhall each of them forfeit an hundred and Befon fe 
“ twenty fhillings. The twelfth confirms the firft part of the Law of King Ed- ™ on ne ce- 
“ ward the Elder, Decreeing that no Man buy any thing out of Town which api 5 e bu- 
“ exceeds the value of twenty pence, but within the Town, in prefence of the 
“ Portreeve, or fome other creditable Perfon, or elfe in prefence of the King’s J ' c ' 7 ’ 


“ Reeve or Juftice in Folcmote. 

102. The thirteenth decrees, that “ All Towns or C. 1^. Sax. Be bupga gebet> 
“ Caftles be repaired within fourteen days after the time of cun 5 e - j or ” al - c - 18. 

“ Proceflion or Perambulation, and that all Bargains be 

“ managed within the Town. The fourteenth appoints, C. 14. Sax. Be mynetepum. Jor- 
“ that throughout the King’s Dominions one and the ” a ?- c - *9- 
“ fame Money be current which fhall not be Coined 
“ out of Town. If any Minter or Coiner imbafe the Coin, 

“ let him loDfe his hand, which being cut off fhall be 


fixed 
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“ iflwed to the Workhoufe. If any be accufed ofaduke*. 

“ ting Money, and Will purge himfelf,. let him by the Ur- fuper, ut eorttm abjhnderentur pudenda, 
“ deal of hot Iron cleanfe his hands of fuch wickednefs\ refifcitavh ■Hemictu primus ut mnuit 
« but if by the Ordeal he be caft, let him be punifhed- SeldenusinfamAngl. 

“ as now was faid. At Canterbury let there he feveh Mm- . . 

<• ters or Coyners, whereof four lor the King, two for. the Bifhop,. and one for 
« ti ie Abbat At Rochefter let there be. three, whereof tWafor the King, and the 
“ third for the Bifhop. . At London eight. At Winchejler. fix. At Lewes two. 

« At; Haftings one,- At Chichefler one. At Hamton two. At Werham two. At Ex- 
« cefler two. At Shaftsbury as many. And in every other 

Town one. The next Law requires, that no Target be Be ic y lt>pypi 


made of Sheeps Skip? under penalty of thirty IhUlings. 


C. 1 j. Be jcybpyphrum. Jor- 


”1 maae U1 puqcp CWWJI?. «u M v.a —j --— -J P rA n ' ^rnal *> T 

“ That which-follows, commands, that for every Plough ^ r6 - S*-.!****- 4I - 

« aMankeept%vowell.furiniflied Horfemen. The feven-. 

“ teenth ordains, that he that receives reward from, a ¥9 mib rccarw nunab. Jernat 
« Thief, and thereby hinders another Man’s Righti be.ap ; ^ ^ Six IS homum Jcr 12. 

« merced the full value of his Head. The..eighteenths gr . V-1». ^ Le nop r um. ^r. 23. 

« bidsHorfes to be tranfported, except fuch Be^eopman’Sepul 

“ on free Gift. The nmeteenth ordains, tbat.Jf a.Se^anir 
“ be Caft by the Ordeal, the juft and Ample value of, the ,1 V =? * t '. 

« thing be paid, that theSlave be thrice beaten; or ifthe ftUl _ nmi 

“ value of the thing be reiterated, this punifhment is to he Spateclf; ; 3., ’ 

iot Kinv ^theijlan by his twentieth Law ena&s, that; If apy.ojie-ahfent C. la. Sax. 
« himfelf from Folcmote thrice, he be punifhed as conmmacious.againft the King if Bs J b ° n ^ 
«fo be that the Holding of the AfTembly was declared a ^even-night before, 

“fuch cafe if he fefule to doe right, and pays not hiscmul^:. to .the King, the naL Cc 
« ancienteft Men of the Countrey are to go and feize upopal he hath, and. take & i6 
“ fecurity for his appearance. If any one refiife to go. with his Neighbours for 
“ Execution of this Law, he is alfo to be punifhed againft the 

“King, when the Aflembly is opened let it be. proclaimed, thataU enjoy Peace 
“ whom the King will have to enjoy it, and that every dne abftain.frQm Theft 
“upon pain of Mnghis Life and hisEftate. And ifaftenyhrdany pne be guilty 
“of Theft, let the ancienteft men of the Countrey nde thither, and leize on all 
« he hath, one half to the King, and another to their own ufe, and take fecunty 
“for his appearance, in cafe no fecurity can be had, let bis Perfon be feized; 

« if he ftubbornly make refiftence, and flye not, he may be kiUed. If any one 
« concern himfelf for him, and kill a third Party, let the King and all £at>ve 
“ him fet themfelves againft fuch an one, and if any reheve him if he make his C. 21. Sax. 
“efcape, let him be fined the value of his own Head, except he make it out thatBe ’Saem^e 
“he knew not tint he was a Fugitive, and then according^ the valueFop O,ea- 
“ of the Fugitive’s Head. The twenty firft gtves order, that if any *5 

“ one would get off bis punilhment of Ordeal, if he be able ro procure Par- £ M 
« Jon of the Party that received the Injury, but by no means that he efcape the Be ^on 
« penalty inflidred by the Law. The twenty fecond confirmation of former Laws ^ oJ)]ier 
requires that “No man receive another Man’s man (as this Law wordsit) manner 
“ into his Family without leave firft obtained of his Mafter. He that doeth o- manun^ji. 
“ therwife fliall reftore the Ma», and pay the muia of Contumacy againft the 
“ Kins. And no maxis to put away his men that are accufed of any Crime, till .■ 

“ they liave firft made fatisfaiftion. By this-it apprars how anaent m this Nation 

the Cuftome is of callings Servant by the word ufed for the whole//r««, a thing ^ TOn . 

in ufe as well with the Romans , and others more ancient, as with modem ragman; 

Pe i©4 The twenty fourth concerning Traffitkin Confirmation of former Laws C. 24. Sax. 
ordains, that “ If a man'buy any thing with witriefs, wliich another man chal- Be *am 
“ 'enaes for his own, the Seller make it good, and fecUre the bargain, whether 
“he be bond or free. But on the Lord’s day let no market beheld, underpenalty : 

“of forfeiture of the wares, and a muld: of thirty ihiUings befides. The next 
« Law as a terrour to fuch as fliall Jorfwear themfelves commands. That fuch T V 
“ being convided fhall not onely not bear Teftimony for the trae to come, as pjieoh 
. “ Peo^e to whom no faith is to be given, but be forbidden alfo Chriftian burial, c 2J SaxJ 
« except the Biihop of the Diocefe will certify, that he had done all things, that Bemanj-po- 
« were inioined him. Of this the Prieft of the Place is within thirty day s to give pum. Jam. 
“ notice to the Bifhop, or elfe to be puniihed as the ordinary ftall think fit. The c.^. 

« iaft of thefe Laws gives directions, that In cafe any of the KingsOfificers refufe C.a6.^ 


. 545. Be hoprum. Jcr. 23. 
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Sect. 12. “ to put thefe his Ordinances into Execution, or be remifs in his Adminiftration, 

“ he be puniihed as Contumacious againft the King, who will put in another that 
“ will be more careful! of his Duty. The receiving of the muldl he.commits to 
“ the Bifoop of the Diocefe. If any one contemn thefe his Laws and Commands, 

“ for the firft offence he (hall incur a penalty of five pounds, for the fecond the 
“ value of his own Head* and if he offend the third time forfeit all the Eftate he 
“ hath, together with the Amity of the King and all his People. After this it fol¬ 
lows, that thefe matters were fetled and determined in the great Aflemblyat Gra- eialle^ir 
tankage, at which was prefent Archbiihop Wulfhelme ,together with all theNoble m jerec- 
and Wifemen, that ^thelftan called together. •• •- : w tebon]>am 

105. After thefe Laws follow others of this fame King in the Saxon Edition to miclan ry- 
which thelfian prefaceth in this manner. “ I ^thelfian: King, make 'known to 

“ all that I have diligently inquired thoCaufe why our Peace hath not been fo well f peat F* 

; : . “ kept as I defirfed, and was formerly enabled at Gr&dfd'ntiag i and from the moft lease> &c ' 

kiiowing Perfons in my Kingdom I received this Anfwer, that it happened; by 
“reafonof too much patience, and fuffering Crimes to go unpunilhed. MoreO- 
“ ver lately keeping ChHftmas at Exeter, arid there attended 'by my Wifemen, I 
.. “found them all moft ready to venture themfelves, their Wives and Children. 

. . . ; ‘Vto .procure thpfe VioIatOurs of the Peace, to procure thefe Violatburs of 
“the Peace, to be fo driven Out of the Kingdom, that they might never 
“ return again into it; ; which if any of them fhould doe, he foould be 
“puniihed as a Thief taken in- Fadf. And in cafe any one cherifo 
“ or hOld correfpohdence with any of them or their Servants, they, ihould forfeit 
“ both Life and Eftate. For hence We believe it comes to pafs, and for no other 
“ reafon that Oaths are -fo often violated, furetylhip is fo commonly broken, and 
. “Pledges fignify fo little as they do. Then follows a Law injoyning, that If any C. r. 
one entertained in hisHeufo another Mads Servant, which he has removed from his Be^Son o> 
Family for his mifdetntaUour, and as one he cannot govern, fuch an one pay the fullWl monne 
value bp the Servant*s Head to his Mafter, and befides that a multi of an hundred man ^ nbe l 
and twenty foillings to the King. But in cafe the Mafter of any Servant unjuftly af- 
fiitf and abufe him, kt bm purge himfelf if he can of what is laid to his charge 
in Folcmote, and then put himfelf into any other Family he pleafeth. For wegra- 
tioufly grant, that if fuch an one prove himfelf juft and honeft, he may ferve whom 
he pleafeth. And if any Reeve or fudge pafs this over , or unwillingly tranfatls it 
fo as his fault be evidently proved, let him be punifhed as contumacious againft the 
King, and if for a reward he hath perverted Juftice , let him both be punifhed as 
contumacious againft the King, and be farther noted with Infamy as was faid before- 
let a Thane fo offending be punifhed in the like manner; and kt the Reeve or Judge 
chufe out Men faith full, and of Integrity the beft he can light on within his Pre- 
cintts, and make them Witneffes and Overfeers of all Contravenes. And according 
to the value of the thing of Controverfie let the Oaths of honeft men, ivithout any 
picking or chuftng of them be interpofed. The fecond Law requires, that If one pur- C. il 
Jue any Cattel by their Footfteps , andfind them in another Mans ground, the owner Be ^ on 
of the ground (hall, if he can, trace their Footfteps to another Mans ground, if not ^ p F e be : 
the Footfteps of the Cattel in his Ground fhall, when the owner comes to make out his rpyju5e7 
right, betaken as much in evidence as a firft Oath. 

106. The next thing that follows relating to the Civil State, is the valuation 
of mens Heads, whichwe have often heard mentioned by the Laws,but never yet 

The yataation to what particularly it amounted. Firft then faith the Text. The valuation o/Bepepumfl 
OFtSng?'^ K *"&* Head accordin l to the Common Law of the Englifh, is thirty thoufand 
Of an Archbi- Thrymfes, whereof fifteen thoufand are properly the value of his Head, the reft being 
ftopo rE a rL due for the Kingdom: the laftfifteen belong to the Nation, the firft to the Kindredf 
Aiderman.° r An Archbifoofis or Earl’s Weregtld ( as the Saxons called it) or valuation is fif- 
ofa General, teen thoufand Thrymfes. A Bifbofis and Ealdormans Eight thoufand. A Generals 
?rrS£porai °l an Arm y or an ***& Mar/balfs four thoufand Thrymfes. The valuation of a Spi- 
Thane or ritual Thane or Prieft, as alfo of a Temporal Thane two thoufand Thrymfes. That of 
Prieft. a Countreyman ( Ceorl) by the Danifh Law is two Hundredfixty f even Thrymfes. 

SanScS' V a g row f° r 'icb as to maintain a Family, have Land and pay yearly 

Of a wealthy Rent to the King, he fhall be valued at two Hundred and twenty fbillings : if he pof- 
a hal f an Hide °f Land> at Ei & ht y foillings. If he have no Land, yet if he be a 

Ceori'orCoun- Freeman, the value of his Head fhall be feventy Jhillings. If a Ceorl or Com- 
treyman. treyman be fo wealthy as to poffefsfive Hides of Land, in cafe he be killed the price 
or value of his Life (hall be two thoufand Thrymfes. But if he come to have a Corflet, 
an Helmet and a gilt Sword, thou gh he have no Land let him pafs for a Sitkcundman. 

And 
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And if bis Children or Grandchildren grew fo rich as to poffefsfive Hides of Land Se£fc 12 
let all their Pofterity be reckoned as fo many Sithcundmen, and be valued at two ’ 

The valuation thoufand Thrymfes . The Mercians value a Countreyman at two Hundred Jhillings , a 
ofthe Mcrct- af Hundred. They are wont to equal the Jingle value of a Kings 

' XH! ' Head with fix thoufand of Thanes , that is thirty thoufand Sceats; for fo much is 

the value of the Kings Head, and as much more m ft be paid as a recom- 
pence for his death. The value of his Head belongs to his Kindred, and 
the Compenfation of his death to the People. He that is valued at twelve 
Hundred foillings, his Oath fhall be of the fame efteem as thofe offix Countreymen , 
for were fuch an one flam, fix Countreymen would fatisfy over and above for the 
Oaths how ™lue, therefore let the value of him and all them be the fame. By the Engliih 
valued. Law the Oaths of i Prieft and a Thane are of the like efteem, and in ref pert of the 
feven Church Offices, to which by God's Gift he is rifen , let his Place and Rank be equal 
with that of a Thane. 

107. By thefe valuations of Heads from the higheft to the loweft Rank, we may 
Punifhments perceive, that in thofe ancient times punilhments confifted rather in Multfts than 
by Fines and m Bloud, contrary to our prefent Cuftome, whereby fmall offences in companion 
KidX. t efpecially if reiterated > are become capital which whence-it hath proceeded, 
whether from this Confideration that Crimes in latter Ages do more abound, or 
from other reafons is not evident. The Wifedom of Legiflatours is moft feed inr 
this, to ordain fuch Punilhments, as by example andterrbur may beft prevent thofe 
Crimes againft which their Laws are enabled, no other lend or defign can be cal¬ 
led properly theirs; this is that which vindicates their Pu- 
liifliments from the taxation of Fury * andTyranny.Aod 
if lefs than Capital will doe it, as Men and Chriftians, they ^n/ntUFureri, ($c. 
ought to be fparing of bloud, and as Politicians where the 
Countrey hath not too many Inhabitants. Therefore flavery, roWing in Gallies and 
digging in Mines, moft Nations anciently preferred before Capital Executions, 
as thofe which would more terrifie than death it felf, efpecially high fpirited Fel¬ 
lows, fuch as have fpent their Fortunes, and whom Iharrie of begging provokes 
to rob upon the High-ways. This was fo much prabtifed in. 

the middle Ages, that the Law of the Boii tells us, that No ;' Nuilafa culpa tan gratis, ut vita nm 
offence is fo great, but Life may be granfed for the Fear of p££f 7 .§. 3 . t r V ter timmem • lt% *• 
God. Amongft others the ancient Germans, add other Nor¬ 
thern People who afterward gave Laws to Europe, puniihed the greater fort of 
Crimes and Homicide amongft the reft with Fines of Mulbls. For the Germans, Lfodemori- 
Tacitus witnefletli, who writes that Homicide was expiated by a certain Number 
of Cattel, whereby all the Houfe received fatisfadlion. For the Cimbri and Danes Dc belU Bjtb- 
even till the time of Chriftian the third, Crantzius producerh evidence. Our nur - 
Saxon Anceftours as well as others, as we have feen by fome of their Laws, depri¬ 
ved Perfons of Liberty, and Mulbls generally they ufed, not commonly inflibting 
death upon Offenders, but where the value of the Head could not be paid, for 
the Murtherer was bound to pay the value not of his own Head but of him he 
had flain, and according to the Crime fometimes a double, treble, nay nine or 
eighteen values. Their Mulbls or Fines were either greater or lefler. The Grea- 
Two forts of ter to °k away all or much of their fubftance, being the fame with that which we 
them. call the valuation of the Head by them called Were, which word originally fig- 

nifieth a Man, and this valuation or payment fecondarily, and by way of Tran- y * ’ 

flation. The lefler fort of Mulbls they called Wife, which differed from Were 
both in this that it was lefs, as alfo in that it was uncertain, fome* 
time more and fometime lefs, whereas the other was fetled and conftant, 
at lead for fome time. The firft anfwers to the word Redemption, or 
as it’s now ufed in Englifh, Ranfome, and the laft to Fine, and Amerciament 


properly. 

Mendiftin. 108. But by this Valuation of the Head or Were, men were diftinguifhed into 
suited by certain Claffes or Ranks. Of thefe there were three, viz. The Loweft, the Middle 
Werc - and the Higheft. The loweft confifted of fuch as were valued at two hundred 

Shillings, thence in Saxon called Twyhyndnemon , in Latin Vir Ducentenus. The tipyhyhbrie- . 
middle were of fuch, whereof each was valued at fix hundred foillings, called Six- m °”* 
byndnsmon and Vir Sexcentems. The higheft comprized thofe that were valued a't T lx ny n &ne- 
tweive hundred fhillings apiece, thence termed Twelfhyndnemon and Duodedes Ceh- ^vhyrto- 
tenus. In like manner their Wives were termed Ceorliffa or Twyhynda, (for Ceorle n emon. 
and Twyhyndmon were the fame} as alfo Syxhynda and Twelfhynda. Hence comes jjyn&ane 
it to pafs, that from thefe Claffes , going by Hundreds, the word Hyndene is in- Sochtas 
ft r % terpreted Lombardo , 


* DeMirac. St. Martini, lib. 4. c.26. 
t Tit. 55. §. 2. 

Rgcipuque fhtisfaSiontm univerfa dt>- 
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Sect. 12 ter preted.$ Society of Men. According to the degrees t>f the valuation of Mens 
• * Heads, they were to purge themfelves of Crimes by fuch and fo many Compurga- 

uwde^efs of tours * Herein he that was richer was thought more worthy of Credit, and his 
v.’uwtion thdr Oath was the fooner taken, and therefore we reade that the Oath* of a thane was 
Oath* were equivalent to the Oaths of fix Countrey men or Ceorles. As a Man’s Value or his 
mure valid. Wealth was more or lefs, fo he might be a Purgatour for, or purge lefler or grea¬ 
ter Climes, and therefore do we hear fo often of Purgation according to the rate of 
twelve Hides of Land or more or fewer. . For there it’s obfervable, from the late 
mentioned Laws, that if a man was flain, his Kindred fometime received theva- 
Mxgbote what. ] ue Q f his Head, Which payment was called Mtcgbote. In like manner were they epaeg cogna- 
bound on the other fide to pay the value of the Head of one flain by their Kinfman, tusprogenies, 
in cafe he became not refponfible, and that to the Kindred of the flain party, bote com-* 
which in the Saxon Tongue they termed Cynegild and Cynelote, the fame in flgni- P e ”fttio. 
fication as Meegbote •, now mentioned. Cyne cog. 

iop>: Thus was the .Offender varioufly punilhed both in himfelf.and Kindred M A U ° : 
Satisfaction for the fame Offence, which puhiftiment was fometimes fo heavy, that not ab le J0Mi0 ‘ 
t'liree’fom X to;undergqe,it, though Pecuniary, his life Was taken for fatisfa&ion. Part of the 
people. ^r^o^yaluatipn.the.Kindied received,. fo called as we have now faid j another 
To the Kin- .part was paid to the Lord for the lofs of his Vaflal, which 

To the Lord. they palled Manbote 5 and a third Mul& was paid to the Man famulus Servus Vaffallus. 

To the King! Kiag for foe breachof frisPeacq, cfi&z&Fridmile and Frid- /fni&epax Germ Frid 
gild., . This latter was fo ufe with the ancient Franks, who ^ ¥ ’ 

termed it Fredus and Fredum ,\tis appears both from Gregory 

* Tkronenfis, and the Salickf Laws. As to the Cynegild or * DeMirac. St. Martini. i,b. 4. c.26. 

Mcggbote, ftappearS alfo from Tacitus, that the whole Fami- t tv*. 55.5.2. ^ 

ly received fatisfatftion for a Kinfrnan flain. And the Cuftome T ltis f aatQMm umverfa do- 

might feem to be taken, from Mofes his Law, who faith. 

That in cafe a pricefif bloud be required of him that had killed Exod. 21.30. 

a Man y hefhoidd gfue whatfoever was laid upon him. But 
thus much concerning the valuation of Heads, called Weres, the payment where- 
which was of they termed Weregild, to which we fliall onely add, that thefe valuations by 
? i jlj A Were ' King *s£tbelfian were very moderate, and that was the reafon why many Were- 
gl gilds wete by after Laws put upon Offenders, fometimes two, fometimes three, 

and fometimes nine. Therefore in the Charter of Liberties to the City of London 
'did. Henry, the .firft. grant as a Privilege, that a Citizen Ihould be but taxed or 
The v.-riuc ofa judged at one Were or an hundred Shillings, at which value he let a Londoner. 

Londoner. And that in his days, Weres alfo were moderate, appears 

from this, in that he ordained that whofo broke or fet at , ll. Hem. i.c. 13. Gy legem apefta- 
naught a Iiw, for the firft Offence ihould pay hislVere; for 

the lecond Ouence double ms Werey and in cale he the third qui tertio prafumat, perdat quicquid 

time offended, Ihould forfeit all he had. This is certain, "abet. 

that in the times ol the Englifh Norman Princes Weres and 

Weregilds. were in fafliiop. They grew obfolete by degrees, but when utterly laid 

afide it is not certain. . And the word Fredum (which was never in ufe with our 

Writers) grew alfo obfolete abroad after the Age of the Emperour Frederick the 

Second... 

110. We have the Hiftory of the Valuation of Heads or Weres, but ftill fhall we 
be in the dark if we know not the price, and that cannot be, except we fomething 
underftand the value of thefe Thrymfes, by which they are rated in e/Etheldans 
T/ he *r Ue ° f Taws. That the word Thrymja comes from the Saxon word Threo, the fame with 
jrymja. our p re fo n t Three is agreed, but in what refpedfc it anfwered to Three is a little 

controverted. One was of opinion that it contained the third part of a German Selden 
Ihiiling, anfwering to their Tremiffis. Another thought it to contain three Pen- somner. 
nies ; but mod probable it is, that it contained Three Shillings Englifh Saxon,VJith- Lombard. 
out any relation to German or Foreign Money, although the Mercians feem to have 
■differed from the other Englifh in its value. As for the other 
And other f orts of Money j five Pennies in thofe days made a Shilling, Libpa on le&en if Pun&on en- 
.Wcn Money. anc j thirty Pennies made a Manes (in Latin Mancufa) as £br c * pp pening^r jemaaja^ a?n- 
lAilfric tells us iri his Saxon Grammar. Of thofe Pence 
two hundred and forty made a Pound, which conflfted of ^ 7 * 

forty eight of their Shillings; and then as Mr. Lambardob- 
ferved from feme Silver Pence of King Ethelred , which he faw, two hundred and 
forty Pence equalled a pound in weight, that which feven hundred and twenty of 
ours now will not doe, although two hundred and twenty of our Pence alfo make 


Which was 
called Were- 
'gild. 


The value of 
Tbrymfa. 
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jEthelftan. 


a Pound in value. The Word to exprefs the moft Money in 

thofe days was the Sceate or Scate, which according to S (pars nummim ingenerejhnifi CM M 

, , , V . • , n r. Belgis. $cbat Schot. in Borealtbus etiani 

Mr. Lantbard contained a vale lum, to the value of hve Anglia pdmbus Shot adbuc ujhrpatur pro 
thoufand Pounds of Silver. Some are of opinion that it flgni- potus,pitta Cerevifapretio. Etiam Shor- 
ffed alfo a fmall piece of money to the value of an Half- p«. 

penny. Befides this Half-pennv (if an Half-penny they had) • 

they had alfo the Feotthing, 'Feorthling, or Farthing containing the fourth part ot 
a Penny as we may iuppofe. Inihort, we are told, that thefe feveral forts and 
fums of Money were in ufe amongft our Englifh Saxon An- 

cellours,. viz. Feorthling, Peneg ,, Ofe^ctety ScidingyThrym. rC ^ 

fa, and Fund. Concerning Oje I have hitherto read no- rolling, >pymra, pun&. 
thing, but fuppofe Ore is meant, which was worth fix teen 
pence. Fifteen Ores alfo in a Book fcen by Sir H. Speltnan, was put for a Pound, 

*and from a Manufcript Regifter of the. Abby of Burton in Leicederfhite, he obfer- 
ved that the word Ora flgniffed the fame as Vncia. From that time the value of 
it was reckoned for fix teen pence , and fometimes for twenty pence, whence pro¬ 
ceeded the difference of having Ora for twenty pence fo often m Doomfday 

1 ii. To proceed with our Laws, all that we find of King v&thelfiads in the 
Saxon Edition of Mr. Lambard we have already related, there are others, 5 though 
not in the Saxon Language, to be feen in the Chronicon of John Bromton the Ab- 
bat of Jornal, of which alfo we muft make mention, fucli efpecially as we judge 
moft convenient to be known. The firft Catalogue we meet with confifts of nine 
feveral Laws, whereof the Firft /hews how the Court of the Hundred ought to be j. 
kept declaring, that to the number of four Abbats meet , and that Right be done to 
all men in that Court. The fecond appoints how a Thief is to be profecuted from 
the Hundred to the Tithing. The third impofes upon him that fhall rejett the Sen- 3 „ 

fence or Judgment of the Hundred, fo that it pajfeth againfi him the fecond time, 
for the firft offence the fine of thirty Pence to the Hundred, for the fecond offence fix- 
ty Pence, whereof one half to the Hundred and the other half to the Lord. For the 
third offence the lofs of all he hath, and be Banifhed, except the King otherwife 
difpenfe with him. The fourth confirms what had been laid concerning ftray Cat- 4 , 
telf that no man Jhould keep them without the knowledge and Teftimony of an Hun¬ 
dred or Tything man, otherwife no benefit of Vouching fhould be allowed him. The y. 
fifth requires, That when one Hundred makes Hue and Cry, or purfues Cattel into 
another 'Hundred, this Hundred doe the like or forfeit thirty Shillings to the King. 

The fixth requires, That if any one decline the Law or make any efcape, he that was 6. 

the Procurer /ball pay the value of the thing in queftion. The feventh again com- 7 . 

mands That right and publick Juftice be done in the Hundred, and in every other 
publick Meeting, and that a day be prefixed for every bufinefs, which whofoever tranf- 
greffes except kindred by the Command or Order of ones Lord, or by vifible Infirmity 
(hall forfeit thirty Shillings, and yet be obliged to doe what he ought to have done at 
another appointed time. The * eighth is very hard to be explained, and theKernell 8. 
not worth the labour of cracking the Nur. And the laft is concerning Ordeal, 
of which in another place. 

1 mum £5 cams 

Oppa & 

blanhomum & de quibus fic Somnerus in Gloffar. Locus mire enigmatic™ & meliori Oedipo relinquendiu. 


na. After this follow certain Judgments, as they are termed, which Wemen 
are laid to have ordained at Exeter by the Council of King ^thelftan, which, were 
afterward confirmed both at Feverjham a Town in Kent, and at Thundresfeld. 
Herein firft are reinforced all the Laws formerly made at Greatley, except what con¬ 
cerned the Market of the City and the Lord’s day. The reft contain fe vere Animad- 
verfons upon Thieves and fuch as receive them, viz. “ Confinement into fome place 
« of the Kingdom which the King fliall chufe. Nay, ifone thatftole after the 
« Allembly held at Thundresfeld iteal again, let he or lhe be what they will, 
« they are condemned to death, together with fuch as harbour, or fpare them if 
“ they meet them. And as to the manner of their death here are certain odd 
“ Circumftances. If lhe was a Free Woman that ftole, flae Ihotud be call down 
« from an high Cliff or Hill, or elfe drowned. If a Slave, lie Ihouldbe ftoned 
by twenty of like condition ; and in cafe any one’s blow thrice failed kelhouff 
u io many times be beaten. And when the Thief was dead, every xme of thele 
<s Slaves or Servants Ihould pay three Pence to his Lord. If the Thief was^a She- 
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Sedt. 12. “ flave eighty Women of the hke condition ihould each of them bring three 
Faggots or pieces of wood, and therewith burn her, and pay moreover fo 
many Pence as the He-flaves were to do, or elfe be beaten. Another of thefe 
La SNS forbids the receiving of another marts Servant , whom he cannot rule under pain 
of the forfeiture of an hundred and twenty Shillings to the King, and the return and 
reparation of the Servant to be made befides. Another ordains. That a Lord/ball 
not deny HUfordfocna , or his Protection, Defence,, or the like, to a Freeman, who 
{being a Vaffal) does him right in all ref pelts. The kft decrees, That fuch fudge 
or Officer as breaks, or hath not fufficient regard to thefe Ordinances forfeit an hun¬ 
dred and twenty Shillings to the King, be he Thane or any other kind of man. 

03. Thefe Judgments or Ordinances bear not the Name of the King himfelf 
but ot the Wifemen of Exeter, who devifed them there by the King’s Advice or 
Content, whofe allowance gave them the Power and force of Laws, and thofe 
were the Wifemen whom he mentions in the Preface of other Laws to have been 
with him at that City in Chriftmas Holydays. Thefe were alfo confirmed at Fe- 
verjham and at a place called Thundresfeld. From thefe and other Paflages it is 
evident, that in the days of this King thelflan , the Wifemen, or knowing Per¬ 

sons of particular Countries, Provinces and Cities, by the King’s confent and al- 
iow'ance were wont to avertible and lay their Heads together, ibr the framing of 
luch Ordinances as Ihould be moft convenient for the government of their particu- 
Wife men ap- lar Countries, and fecurity of their Eftates, and for the receiving what was en- 
poinied by the adted at the General Aflembly of the Eftates for the whole Kingdom • as in mat- 
nage K * ers Ecclefiaftical the Decrees of General Councils were wont to be ^ei£d? or 
vernmenr in C as ^h e word was ) confirmed in particular Synods, although of fufficient authority 
SS," “ themfelves. And where in the particular Shires or Provinces fuch knowing 
• men might be wanting, or for other reafons the King fometimes fent down cer- 
tarn from himfelr to confult with the Bodies of the Shires and Cities as well Noble, 
as Ignoble, and to convey to them iuch Ordinances or Laws as were thought 
molt fitting for them. A notable acknowledgement hereof we have of the Coun- 
W Addrefs made to the King, wherein with much Humility and 

thankfulnels they make mention of certain Laws he had fent them; and teftifie 
their acceptance of them. This becaufe of the Rarity of the thing, and for that 
it makes very much for the knowledge of the Mode of Addrefs of that Age, and 
llluftrates the Polity or manner of the Englifh Saxon Government, as well as con¬ 
fers to the farther knowledge of their Laws, welhall as well as we can tranflate 
from the difficult Latin of the Abbat Bromton. 

The form „r -r7 1 * 4 * ^ ear > fo ur ^Jhops of Kent with all Kentlhire, 

Saxon Ad- Thanes, Counts, and Countreymen, give thanks to you their Kflriffime,Epifiopi tui decent, ££ 
drcf s . mofl beloved Lord\ for that you were pleafed to give us or - Z 7 t 2 n £lZ 1 j%£r Com r e * ® Vil ‘ 
ders concerning our Peace, and inquire and confult concerning *gunt quod mbit de tuccmff-Jwxci- 
our Advantage in a matter of fuch confequence to us both Rich fcre> 
and Poor. And this we have fain upon with all the diligence 
we could, by the advice of thofe Wifemen, whom you fent to us. And, moft Dear Lord ’ 
the Firfl is concerning our Tithe, to the which we are very defirous and ready to con\- 
form our felves, giving you mojl humble thanks for your Admonition. The fecond is 
concerning our Peace, which all your People deftres may be obferved as your Wife- 
men propounded at Greatley, and as now is appointed in the Council held at Fefrefham. 

1 he -third is, that all are very thankfull for the grace you were pleafed to bellow on 
guilty Perfons, at that all Forfeitures are pardoned, for fuch Thefts as were commit¬ 
ted before the Aflembly held at Fefrefliam, on condition that they commit no offence 
hereafter, and conjefs all their Robberies andfatisfie your. Majefty. The fourth , that 
none receive another Mans Servant without his leave , to whom 

he formerly * belonged, neither within nor without the Limits. * Cui F*us filgavit me inn a Marcam 
As alfo that a Lord deny not a Freeman his Hlafordfocna. JE extr f *U<ui in 

tuZh£ D ‘^yi/T‘ a ^l nc t\ ehav ! lem faith ■ 

pull to him. the fifth thing is, that he that alls contrary to Saxonice po\%nn vndenojlrumbodicrmm 

this is worthy of thofe punijhments which are prescribed in the “ follow > g fiepe) in u velwmutato. 

jyirument of Peace up at Greatley. The fixtb, that fSSSS 

if fo be a man be fo Rich, and of fuch Alliance that he cannot ter wis limitit k Saxon. qjeanc hdie 

be chajtized , and will not ceafe to commit his former Outrages Markc - 

that you will caufo him to be taken away and removed into Jome * 

e ! ber J u ^j er 0f l 0ur Kin Z>i om , * it isfaid in the Wejlern Parts, let bird be what 

he will Alderman (or Count) or Countreyman. The feventh, that every one holdall 

his men in his own Warranty againft all Theft. If any there be that hath fo ma- 

»y 
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-- ny men that he canuct keep,hern ail, let hinatpoi*, 

/ages, whom be can trnfl, and who will- trufl bis men. Jnf ** c f e 
dare not truflforte of his men, let thefe men find out twelve Perfons of their Km 
dredwho idl be fecurity for them. And in cafe the Lord or Overfeetr, «r«nr other 
infringe this Ordinance f or depart from hence let him be thought worthy qfwjhat was 
agreed on at Q reatley, except any other kind ofJuftice £ ' 

eiohthis that what you faid concerning the working of Shields confenteth all. Oar 
Lord we'befeech you of your mercifulnefs, that if we hay in this matter **$" **> 

Teeded or been defe^ive, you will order it to ^ amended., as you your felf flail think 
convenient. 4J are devoutly prepared for all things which you flail pleafe to 
command us: and which any way He in our power to perform. . 

nc. Next after this' Blow fon^e other Articles which are faid to havj been 
devifecl by theBHhops and Officers belonging to the Q>urt of London, by them 
publifliecL and confirmed by the Oaths of the E^lcjormen C<? r Counts, be-terms 
Siem^ ComitesJ and Coiintreymep, or the ordinary fort of men m their Tridgild, 
?Ajfr£tioHf& Publick Meeting, with thp addition of thofe Tavys or JudgrtenK 
which were fiift ordained at Greatley, and afterward confii^med at Ex?terzmL 
Theft made thundresfeld. All« Articles now agrebdjanteqdl to “bi 

Capital. the P uniffim«nt< of Thieves and fqph p baAopr or proteift dm 

confirmed ^ be Capital, and not onely Aflbeiaqons are allowed a ^d 

but alfo the railing of publick {locks for defraying the Charges of profeeution, 

and the Ihcouragfmen/rf fuch as (hould (hew themfelves inMnous ip that te- 

halfc We'caunot bu,them ftiggeft to the Reiderwhat Remark heoughttorntke 

of thefe times, how the Crime of Reeling, which generally indeed 

tice moifc bf in all the Saxon Laws,and moft caretaken for the prevention ot l^ grevv 

more common than ever in the davs^ y&theljlan •, the ^^ bavin^ as ^f - 

phus obferves, inthedays of Alfred imitated the Exampleof th t panes, and 

they thouriit tlit blame would RU 1 be laid upon the tat given themfelva to 

Robbing:'For by theRrengthand lharpnefs of the^emedy^vemay judgerfjhp 

violence of the Difeafe.' #ut fbrmerly5 

Head would feive for the Punilhment, now nothing but death it felf, t P q lK colore eti- 
flufted both on the Malefaftours themfelves, and thofe that abetted, received, or amjuidam 
.would not kill them if they met them. And whereas Gilds, Afociations, or So- 
defies were in ufe among Free People, -whereby the Company m f in ‘ 

fponfible for each number in particular ; the like for prevention of Theft muft be centre cs t z- 
eredled evenamongft Servants and Slaves of both Se *es» they being both cqn- • 
demned to execute one another by die cruel Deaths of ftoning and horning, a,nd 
alfo to pay Money, as it were a Fine to the endamaged Party, as it boundl to be 
Sureties for one another.Wefeewhataneceffity offfiewmg an Example and Preven¬ 
tion can make lawfull as to punilhments • and may hence take an amount of t^e 
ieverity of ourmodern Cuftoms in-partiCukr Towns, and of the Publick La^s 
againft Theft and Robbing. If we in England beimore fevere Thie ^fe n 

in other Countries, and make fmaller Offences CapitaJ, it is Becaufe our Legtffa- 
tours faw: the great pronenefs of the Natives to this Crime, and m the*r Judgments 
this way of punilhment feemed more terrible than any other, (and perhaps mqre 
than later Ages have found it) and confequently the beft yay for pi<?* 

Yet cannot 1 fee why, of thofe two ill qualities which are aTcnped to Iflanders, 
from the condition of their Habitation, inclination to Theft Ihouldbeas proper and 
Connatural as Inconftancy, a*A 

Edmund the 116. The next Legiflatour after ^ thelflan was King Edmund 

next Legiflg- immediate Succeflour both in the Kingdom and m the pracftice of making Laws. 
lour - We are told that in the folemn Feaftof Eafier (but not in what year) he held a great 

Council at London, as well of Ecclefiafticks as Seculars, where was prefentO^ and 
Wulfian the Archbjlhops with many other Bilhops to corjfult for the f°° d 
own Souls, andof thofethat were under their careand Govemmen^ At this C^un- 
cil were enadled feveral Laws, which being fix m number 

cernment, and amongft fuch matters muft be remembred. Thefe are fpund bothm 
Xe S Copy publlhed by Lombard, and in the Latin of Bromton; but 'in ?rom- 
tons Book follow fteven others of Civil Concernment, faid to have been made by 
the King, his Bilhops, and Wifemen at Culinton, which are npt extaut m the Saxon 
EditionThe fir ft of thefe requires an Oath of Fidelity to King Edmund to be taken by all, u 

in like titter os a Man ought to be faithfull to his Lord without allcontrovprfie or Jpdif i- 
on bothWpublkk and in private,in loving what hejhall love,and rejefhngwhat f ^J hallre ~ 
jeH,andbefore theOath begiven, that no man conceal this matter no more in hu Brother or 
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I 2. Neighbour than in a Stranger. The fecond concerning apprehenfton of Thieves, en- 
joyns, That if it be known for certain where a Thief is, the Twelfhindi and Twif- 
hindi unite together and take him either alive or dead. In cafe anyone take up Mor¬ 
tal Feud againjl any one of them for fo doing, he is to be ejleemed as the Enemy of 
the King and all his Friends. And if any refufe to affift in the apprehenfton, he Jhall 
forfeit to the King an hundred and twenty Shillings, and to the Hundred, thirty Shil- 
Ungs. The third, as feveral before, forbids the receiving of another mads Servant , 
that hath injured any man till he have done the injured party right, on pain of making 5 * 
amends himfelf The fourth enjoyns, That if feveral Thieves do fieal, the Eldejt A 

of them be taken and killed or hanged, and each of the reft beaten thrice. Racked * 

and for an Example have his Little Finger cut off. The fifth forbids the buying or c 
receiving of ft range Cat tel, without the Teftimony of the Chief Officer, Prieft, the 
Ordeale or the Portreeve. The fixth injoyns the profecution or fearch of Cartel from 6 

place to place. He with whom they are found Jhall reftore the Beaftandpay to the 
King an hundred and twenty Shillings, ivhich fine be Jhall alfo incur that rejifts and 
refufeth to doe right. The feventh and laft requires. That every perfon make his 7 . 

Servants and all that live in his Peace and his Lands to be trufted. That all fuch as 
have ill Names and be loaded with Accufations have fecurity given for them. And ■ 
whatsoever Officer, Thane, Alderman, or Countreyman he lie that refufeth to doe ac¬ 
cordingly Jhall forfeit an hundred and twenty Shillings, and farther, be thought worthy 
of fuch punijhments as have been before mentioned. 

i i 7. After thefe follow feven other Laws of King Edmund, which are found 
both m the Copies of Bromton and of Lamlard. Before them we find a Preface 
wherein the King fignifies to aU his Subjects, both old and,young, that he had 
molt lludioufly inquired in a folemn Aflembly both of Ecclefialticks and Laicks 
by what means Chriftian Faith might beft be propagated. And that it feemed* 
molt convenient to them all that he Ihould cherilh and procure iove and mutual 
friendlhip through all his Dominions. For they were much troubled at the unjuft 
Contentions that were among them, and therefore he and they did ordain. Firft, C. i. Saxon. 
That if hereafter one, man kill another, that he alone take up Deadly Feud or Enmity Bcmanj-hh- 
with the Kindred of the Jlain, unlefs within twelve Months, by the ajjiftence of his own te * 
Kindred, he pay the We regild or value of the Jlain mans Head, of what condition fo-J mnaL 
ever he was. In cafe his Kinsfolks forjake him, and will pay nothing for him, he C ‘ r * 
alone Jhall bear the Quarrel, and they Jhall not be taken for Enemies. But they in the 
mean time Jhall not relieve him, nor have peace with him, which if they doe or have 
they JhaU forfeit all they have to the King, and he that firft forfook his Kinfman 
Jhall be taken as an Enemy by the Kindred of the Jlain, and bear deadly Feud againjl 
them And if any Jhall revenge himfelf upon or profecute any other of the Kindred 
lefide the Killer himfelf, he Jhall forfeit all he hath, and be 
taken as an Enemy both by the King and all that love him . 

The fecond denounces, That if a man flie to a Church or the C. a. Sax. BeTSon =Se monofcp.' 
King s Town, and there any one fet upon him or doe him any ne on Cypicean Kejrece. Obbe on 
harm he Jhall be punijhed in the fame manner. By the third Cynmger bujih 7 Apud JornaU 
theKingexprefly forbids that any Fyhtwite or Manbote, that c ‘i w , . 

is, any fine for Fighting or Killing be remitted. By the Mine buph. 
fnnrfli n. .1, t J n , <->■ 2. Sax. Be tyhtpite T man- 


* Mine bujih. 

C. z.Sax. Be pyhtpite man-! 


fourth /*? openly ftgniftes, that his Houfe JhaU afford no Jhel- ® 1 “*■* 

ter to him that hath fbed bloud, except he have firft made fa- c* + Saxomc. Be* blo&£eote. 
tisfattion to God and the Kindred of the Jlain, and have done C. 1 V? Apud Jornal. 6 

whatfoever was enjoyned him by the Bijhop in whofe Diocefe 

* h n e I*? W j S + C L mmi n eJ i tl h fi , ft , h he S"" heart y thanks C 5. Saxon. BarccunrcSam Se 
to God and them all who had affifted himjn making this Law of tab ^SypVe pyrcab. C V. Apud 
Peace for the reft raining of Thieves, and he trufts that they will Jornal. 
be the more ready for the time to come to affift him by how much 

S*?"* istoheobferved. The fixth C. 6 . Saxon. Be rr.unbbpycei 
injoyns. That he that breaks the Peace, and fets upon a man hamj-ocne. C. VI. Apud Jornal. 
in his own Houfe, forfeit all he hath, and his life be at the 
Kings difpofal. 

118. The Seventh and Iaft of thefe Laws is concerning Enmities or deadly Feuds, 
declaring that its the duty of Wifemen to fupprefs them, and preicribing the way 
alter this manner. Firft, as the Law is, every where a Media tour is to be Jent be- C. 7. Saxon, 
fore to the Kindred of the Jlain man, who is tofignifie to them that he that killed** , 
him will make fatisfaUion, then into the Hands of this Mediatour the Magffiyer is to II. apud 

be delivered, that he may quietly appear and give Caution for thepaymenWf the va- J ornt,t ‘ 
luc the dead mans Head } which as foon as he hath done, the King's Peace is to be 

made 
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itltoTurd w 2 nL and twenty days after (or Flights as the 
TexOmch it'' lei him t“y Maahot or Money for the Servants death due to the Lord. 

^we bave* formerly /xpU’d it ; and Mn one and twenty mere the Weregtld or 

■oaiue of the If the Payment. % W ffP>®li.| 1 *m 

As'for &U dly f-ds the R^der —•*£'>"«*-* 

muftunderftanittey were ordinary amongtheCem* 

KindrXthereby tendrbg theirFermls as it 
wercPatrinwnial andVeditary. So Tacitus wnt^ eoncermng the Germans. 
that they were confirmed to take up ‘h'Qeorrds andMtentF ^ 

fhips of their Fathers and Kinfmen. There was y j. gu p ro p in q ui ^ uam am i C i t j as necejje 

it Murthers and Homicides not being ceofured by the Sen- 

tence of the Judge, but, as one expre&h, by the hands and **££* ■» - «W~ 

fury of the Kindred of the flam, who iri P u U“nmg ul spelman.invoc.FaHa. 

their own Methods and Meafures as they lifted. The cu- 

ftome as the Northern People uled m their own Countries 

when tranfplanted into more Southern Soils they would not leave off no more 

than feveral others, no not when their Principlesfliould^have beenbettered by 

Chriftianity But whatever Princes or Laws could doe, thole Enmities they ftill 

maintained^" fo that Legifiatours by degrees could fcarcely get ground upon them, 

not daring to forbid the whole bufinefs,but regulating it as we fee King Edmunddoth 

bv thefetwo Laws, in the one prefclibing the mariner of carrying on thefe D^d- 

iv Quarrels in the other the method of compounding them. Amongft the Salique 

Sid the Lombards, Franks, and other Obfolete Conlhtutions, as 

well as in the Capitula of Charles _ A Sax . pah & ha& e, junior,bur 

many Laws concerning this Subject, ine ^pitvuary 01 Q&h ^ od Gtrm , hey d, heit, 
Charles the Great calls this Enmity Fatda, m German its quod in vocum terminations ut 

Fhede and Feido, which feem to be derived from no o fiepri monuimus conditionem vel qua- 
than the Saxon now in Englifh Foe otherwife an Enemy. 

Our Saxon Anceftours termed it F^h from the fame Origi¬ 
nal and hence we may well derive the prefent word Fewd, 
and give thefe the Name o£ Deadly Fewds. Mr. Lamlard was of opinion that to 
thef^Deadly Fewds fucceeded that Action in Law granted to the next abn to 
the Party flain, called Appeal de mort. But the cruel Cuftome of the Fewds^m- 
felv^fcontinued till the Norman times and longer, as appearsby that Law of King 
idZdTconfefour, revifed and confirmed both by William the Conquerour, and 
by Henry the fecond, as Hoveden tells us. renHbus oc' 

cifi (i.e. cog- 

natis more Francorura ) fiat emendatio, vel guerra eorum portetur. Unde Anglicc proverbium babetur. Byhe 
Jpeapc op pbe o’S’Se ba?p. i. e. Erne lameami latere autfcr. 


The manner 
and Rites of 
Marriage. 


i i o Befides thefe Laws before mentioned, there is a certam Conftitution afcft- 

S^conod.,^. 

oneturpofeto marry a Firgfn or a Woman ( a Widow Brom- bn man m*o=n r«<ann i«al. 1 
ton Vhitffho Ind her friends confenting, the Bridegroom hgte popepapoa ^pa 5 hon no 
both by the Law of God and Man ought to give caution for / ^ Edmundi & melacus in 

the fulfilling of what Covenants made before, as aljo that hlS Editione nova legum Lombardi Saxo- 
pjpof n, and ha defire to have her asa «, Jimm. imm- 

the law of God, and no otherwife, and for this his jrienas uj p etat i f U mus Jecundum quod monuit 
alfo inzave z. The fecond thing muft be to take care of their S omnerm, in lib. de Gavelkind. 0.3-Con- 
Jaiednl'e, and it Lft he knL mho fi*-**** fSSSSiSw* 
and for this, both the Bridegroom and hs friends mujt tn 

5 f sL a & ■ 


}arnal. in leg. Edmundi & Whelocus in 
Itione nova legum Lombardi Saxo- 
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l\Z b lt a % er j hat l r e J the i. * Bridegroom declare what * Bm&guma a b^d Tfy^fT& 
' . & ze . hls End*; befides that which Jhe formerly made Suma agymon curare , und e forte 

e.rnce of with bis good liking in cafe Jhe overlive him. 4. In Symung Nupti*. Bridegroom »« w 
cafe they fo agree, it’s fit Jhe have the one half of all his dlci ff“ s corru P' e po Bridegume, qua . 
~K„ e ’ 1 , tbe T l Jave a Child betwixt them, the whole P *,' r s P° n l u f e fi fpenja famulus 
EJlate till finch time as Jhe marry again. 5 . What the Bride - ZJCnV die ~ Nu P tiar “™- , Tbe 
grocm hath promifej, let him confirm ty giving ceutim, let S ° • " »■ 

hm carefully olferve it, and bis friends engage on bis behalf. 7 ' 

6 . If they be now agreed on all things, let the Kindred of the 

Bride contrail her to him as a Wife, and ingage for her honejly, and then let cau¬ 
tion be given for celebration of tbe Marriage. 7. If afterwards her Husband carry 
jet out of the Territory of the Thane or Baron where Jhe was bred, into the Di- 
Jtrut of another Thane, let caution be given to her friends that Jhe Jhall receive 
injury from no Man. And in cafe Jhe her felf doe any ill thing, let her friends be 
zeady to make fatisfall ion to her Husband, if Jhe have not wherewith to doe it. 

1 A lir °f h t er *» Marriage a Priejl mujl be prejent, who of right, with 

the BleJJing of God, Jhall promote their Conjmltion to the attainment of all Felicity. 

9 *- Lajlly, There mujl be good heed and affurance had, that there be no Impedi- 
mentof Confanguinity betwixt them, lejl afierward they be jujlly Jeparated, who were 
unjuftly joyned together. 

Kudowing ° f tv^ 12,0 ’ f° urt k Article of this Conftitution, Sr. Henry Spelman, in the Priftadoutio- 

Margent lets this Note ; The ancient form of Endowing, as hinting that it was the nis f ormuld - 
->uftome amongft the Englifh Saxons; for the Wife that overlived her Husband, 
to have half his Eftate, and in cafe Ihe had a Child by him, the whole till foch 
time as ihe Marry another Husband. Accordingly he Interprets the Saxon words, hit pja 
T~ od .Jtquidem eveniat ; If it fo come to pafs, viz. that ihe overlive him. But g e F°PPop& 
Mr. Somner who hath difeovered other faults in this Edition of Sr. Henry, Inter- ^ 
prets;the words, fific conveniat, viz. If they fo agree-, the King thinks itjuft that 
fee have the half if ilie outlive her Husband, £§c. This Endowing, being that c. 3^.76. 
which they call Dotarium or Donarium, according to this beft Interpretation of 
the words, was not then neceilary, or by compulfion, but fo as was thought fit 
if it was fo agreed before the Marriage: but whereas Mr. Somner in his GlofTary’ 
flunks it the lame with the maintenance mentioned in the Second Article, bvour 
Saxon Anceftours C as in that Article ) termed Fojlerlean, 

his own Interpretation of the other words feems to con- A Saxon, portep i. e. viEtus «• 

fute him. For that maintenance or Fojlerlean hath rela- \f rta un ^ e hodiemum nofirum t» 

tion to their joynt condition during Marriage, or as now Fofter ” utrir *> & lean exbibcre. 

we fay, whilft under coverture, the villus as they interpret 

it, after which follows, who Jhall maintain them ? The one being neceflarv but 

the other uncertain, and according as he liimfelf will have itf to agreement 

Befides this. Endowing this Dotalitium or Donarium, there 

was that which our Saxon Anceftours called Morgangife , the /» leg. Camiti. e 71 

Lombards Morgangap, the Burgundians, Alamans, and others 

Morgengpba,znd fome Morgingabfio called(for a 11 thefe amount CQopsan r.pe marninum donum 

to one)bcca.ufe it was a gift bejlowed by the Bridegroom on the fic etiam Germanic} Morgin fitnifi- 
Bride, that morning they were to be Married. Yet doth cat mane dr Gab donatio. 

Gregory Turonenfis dittinguifh it 4 Dote from the ordinary * l ib e „ , „ 

Endowing. It feems to have been fome fpecial thing given inmlgZgibl*' *&• ****,*» 

to the Bride, as an efpeciai mark of the Bridegroom's fa- 

.vour. Some think it to correfpond or have fome affinity with the EnrlifbCu- 

theXfoearoom^'wh* Enf h° ffing a - th l Chur u D °° r ’ 35 they terra ic * Whereby Ad opium E c- 
the Bridegroom, when in the morning he is about to enter the Church to be Mar- 

ned, makes a prefent,as it were, to his Bride of fome piece of Land. 

iaL But thefe Gifts and Endowings are quite contrary to the Laws and Cu- 

S?”’ D c' P ro P er ^y fignifieth that Portion which the 
^? d r eceiv <jth with his Wife. They were not wont to give their Wives any 
thing back, and therefore have no proper word whereby to exprefs fuch a Gift 
C Donations betwixt Man and Wife being carefully in their Laws forbidden 3 
which we in Engltjh call Dower, anftvering properly to Do¬ 
tarium Donarium, 00 and the like. Tacitus admires the (4) Vacatur etiam Doarium Dednrium 
thing It felf, amongft the Germans expreffingit thus. The Dotalttium - 


dJojijan jipe matutinum donum, 


Lib. 9. c. 10. Hip. Tam in dote quarn 


the Husband { Dower) to the Wife.' Yet the Greeks moft WaritM 


(a) Vocatur etittm Doarium Dodarium 
Dotalttium . 


(b) Dotem non uxor marito, fid ti?. 


anciently 
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How much 
was altigned 
for Dover. 


The Settle¬ 
ment given to 
Wives. 


anciently as they had (0 words to eapreft both Fofticn 
and Dower, were wont thus alfo to provide for their Wives. 

Homer feigns Fulcan, to have endowed Venus, andtohave^ . 

demanded back the Dower after that ihe was taken in Adultery with Mars; and 
in like manner, Claudian feigns the fame thing to have been done by Flu to to 
Proferpina. For the Galls, Cxfar teftifies that the Husband was w on t to return 
the value of what he received in Portion with his Wife. Strabo writesof the 
Cantabrians in Spain, that they alfo Endowed their Wives, and left their Daugh- 
ters their Heirs, which thing he diflike* as g^mg Women power over Men. To 
be fore the Teutonick and Northern Nations, pra^fed this courfe as is evident 


from Gregory of Tours, concerning the Franks in Gad, and concerning th e Goths, up. l* * *,. 
Saxons and Lombards, their feveral Laws. In fome pkces hair t^^ 
fome a third part went in Dower, and in others Money. In other ^ Doarium 

left to the difcietion of the Man to give what he pleafed. The Engltjh and Scots 
have in later Ages, after the Fafhion of the Sicilians, alotted the third Part; 
though Kent and fome Boroughs, one half part, as alfo fome Towns m France. 

But mis Cuftome hath farther to plead for it, that it had the Hebrews alfofor its 
pradifers, as appears from that place which faith, a Man Jhall Endow a Woman Exod. ^ 
and take her for his Wife. And Sichem befog begging to Marry Dina, bids them ask Gen, 34. **• 
what Dower they would, and he would grant it. .. „ n . 

izz. So much is fit to be pleaded for our Cuftome, and in favour or the 


other Sex againft the Romans, who yet were fo juft, as when they put away 
their Wives, bid them take what they brought along with them ; which words were s,ias fibi res 
ufed exprefly, to fignifie a Divorce. Our Englifh Saxon Anceftours were both ba^ejuf- 
carefull for the main Chance, not to have nothing with then- Wives, becaufe 
meat cannot be bought fo the Market without Money, and yet were both fo 
juft and kind as to provide for their Wives by way of Dowry when they Mar¬ 
ried, that they might be able to Live when they were Dead, and were con¬ 
tent to be bound up for. performance, and not to be left to their own difcre- 
tions what thev would doe after Marriage, or at their Deaths. By King Ed- 
mund’s Conftitutions we have feen their care on one fide, and that they were 
not heedlefs on the other appears by an ancient Saxon Monument, or a Tripar¬ 
tite Writing, concerning a Marriage made in the Days of King Cnute, which 
here for Illuftration of this Subjed we foali Exemplify as 

we have it publdhedby Mr. Sumner. Here appearetb in fcep r putelap on Jrjran seppic© 
this Writing the Agreement that Godwin made with Byrh- i»a popepap&e, &c. In Appendix 
trie when he Woed his Daughter. That is, firft he gives «d Traltat. de Gavelkind Scriptu- 
her one pound weight of Gold on condition that jhe Jland to ra ?• J 9 &- 
the Agreement, and he giveth her thefe Lands at Strete, 
with all that thereto appertained, and in Burware Marjh one hundred and fifty 
Acres- withall, thirty Oxen, twenty Cows, ten Horfes, and ten Theowmen or Bond- 
men ’This was agreed at Kingfton before King Cnute, in the prefence of Li¬ 
ving the Arcbbijbop, as alfo in the Covents at Chrift Church, of ifclfmere the 
Abbat, the Covents at St. AuguftinV; of AEthelwin the Sheriff, Sired the Elder, 

Godwin, Wulfey’s Son - Eadmer at Burham; God wine, Wulftan’x Son; and 
Charles, the Kings Servant. And when this .Maid was fetch'd to Brightling, then 
went of all thefe for Sureties, ifclgar, the Son of Sired; Frerth, Priefi */Folc- 
fton- Leofwine, Priejl of Dover; Wulfey a Priejl ; Eadred the Son of Eadelm ; 

Leoftvine, the Son of Warelm ;.CenwoId Ruft; Leofwine, Godwin’s Son at Hor¬ 
ton • Leofwine the Red ; Godwin e the Son of Eadgife, and Leofsun his Brother. 

And which of them longejl liveth Jhall have all the Poffejjions, afwell that Lana 
which / give them, as every thing. This thing is known to 

all * Douzhty* or Valiant Men in Kent; and in Sufiex both . Bi rr a pmgair S e CUarpe aefo 
Thanes and Charles, or Countreymen. And this Waiting &ohti S manon &c. 

is Tripartite, one is at Chrift Church, a fecond at St. Au- - 

guftfo’j, and the third bulb? Byrhtric himfelf. See here the manner of Marriage, 
and fettling matters thereto belonging in thofe ancient Times. And take notice 
by this Jultrument, as alfo all along by the Laws how cautious they were in all 
refpe<fts , fearcely tranfadfog any thing but by the Intervention of Suretyfhip; 

1x3. To return, The next Legiflatour after Edmund, was King Edgar his Son,* 
who began his Reign in the year of our Lord DCCCCLJX. ana ended it in 
the year DCCCCLXXV. He amongft many Laws and Canqns of Ecelefiaftical 
Concernment, publilhed alfo fome which refpeded the Civil State of his King¬ 
dom ; or, as he terms it, to the People, to be obferved by them, whereof this is 

Siz the 
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2 the firft, whereby He enjoyns, that “ Every Man, Poor or Rich, enjoy theC. i. Sax. 

“ benefit of the Ldw, and have Juftice done him. And for Punilhments, he Peo P u} - 
“ would have them lb moderated, that thereby, being accommodated to Divine cunb , 5 e * 

K Clemency, they may be the more tolerable unto Men. The fecond forbids P* bn yrr e - 
“ Appeals to the King in Suits, except Juftice cannot otherwife be obtained. If %m' n Jp uA 
“ a Man be opprefled, he may betake himfelf to the King for relief. And in c. 2. Sax. 
“ cafe a pecuniary Multft be infli&ed for a fault, it muft not exceed the va- Be "Sonne 
w lue of the Man’s Head. The third impofes a Muldt upon a Judge that paf- % mon 
“ fes an unjuft Sentence agairift any Man, of an hundred and twenty IhiUings c y°5 Se 
“ £ o the King, except fuch Judge will take his Oath that he did it not but of 15 ce 1 Be 
“ any malice, but onely it happened by errour and unskilfulnefs: in fuch cafe ^ Jie - 
“ let him be removed from his place, except he can obtain favour of the King C ‘J U ^ a y c 
“ to keep it: and let the Bilhop of the Diocefe convey the Mul<ft that is c. 2 Sax 
“ impofed upon him to the King’s Treafury. The fourth ordains* that Whofo- Be unjiih- 
“ ever malitioufly defames another Man, whereby he receives any damage ei- turn borne. 
“ ther in his Body or Eftate, in cafe the defamed Perfon can wipe off thole Re- Ct 8 * 

“ ports, and prove them falfe, the Defamer s Tongue lhall either be cut out, or ^ or ” ai - 
“ he lhall redeem it with the value of his Head. The fifth is that which we Sa ~ 

“ have formerly cited, which Commands every one to be prelent at the Ge- monfe 
“ mote'or Aflembly of the Hundred; ordains-that the Burhgemote or Aflero*ne pS 
“ bly of the Towns or Cities be held thrice ay ear * and the Shiregemote or Meet- £a>. 9. a ~. 
“ of the County twice; whereat are to be prefent the Bilhop and the jomal. 
“ Ealdorman, the one to teach the People God’s Law, and the other Man’s. c - 5 - Sa *- 
“ The fixth requires, that Every Man find fureties for his juft behaviour. In cafe Be 5emo- 
“ any one commit a crime and fly for it, let the Sureties undergoe whatlhould IO ; 

have been laid upon him. If lb be he ftole any thing and be taken within a c Vj 
“ twelvemonth, let him be brought to Juftice, and then let them receive back Be bon-* 

<t w ^ at they had forfeited on his behalf. The feventh orders, When any one Sum. c. H 
fi be hig of evil report and again accufed of feme crime, abfents himfelf from the <*?ud Jomal. 
J Gemotes or Publick Meeting, feme of the Cburt ito go where he dwells, c - 7- Sax. 

“ and take Sureties for his appearance, if they may be had; if they cannot get Be ^yheby- 
“ them, let them take him alive or dead, and feize on all his Eftate, whereof r, 5^.c. ix 
“ the complaining Party having had fuch lhare as mayfatisfie him, let the one a ? uJ J ornaL 
u naif of the remainder go to the LOrd of die Soil, and the other half to the 
Hundred. And if any of that Court, being either a Kin to him, or a Stran- 
“ ger to his Bloud, refufe to go to put this in execution, let him forfeit an 
“ hundred and twenty Shillings to the King. Farther, let not fuch as are taken 
“ in the manner of ftealing or betraying their Matters obtain pardon of their 
“ Lives. The eighth and lalt ordains, that One and the fame Money be cur-C. 8 Sax 
“ rent throughout the King’s Dominions, which no Man muft refufe. That Be myne- 
“ the Meafure of Winchefter be the Standard. And that a Way, or Weigh of cum 1 £e- 
“ Wool be fold for half a Pound value of Money, and ho more. mecum. c. 

1x4. The next Legiflatour after Edgar was King Ethelred\ his Younger Son, l}’ a ? u /' 
who began his Reign in the year of our Lord DCCCCLXXIX. and ended it in JornaL 
the year MXVI. Brampton the Abbat of Jorval preferits us With four feveral Bo¬ 
dies of Laws of this King, made at feveral times, and in divers places, where¬ 
of there is onely two extant among th e Saxon Laws, publiflied by Lambard. 

The Laws comprized in the firft Body are fix, and faid to have been made at 
Woodftock in Mercia , according to the Laws of the Englifh , in a Council of fi-c j> u6e 
Wifemen, held there by King Ethelred for the Promotion of Peace. The firft of rtoce on 
thefe, as the fixth. of King Edgar, requires, that “ Every Free-man have his Apyjicena 
“ trufty Sureties, who lhall be bound for him, that he lhall be ready to dde every lanb 
* Maii right in cafe he be queftioned. tf one be often accufed and made infamous ^ n 5 Ia{a S e * 

“ let him undergoe the femtiny of threefold Ordeal. But in cafe fuch anone’s Be ton-** 

“ Lord contend, and affirm that he hath neither broken his Oath, nor -been v Um g tam 
“ by the Jagement of Ordeal after the Gouneft held at Bromdune , let pud Jomal. 

<e his Lord call to him out of that Hundred one or two Thanes , who together 
“ with him lhall confirm by Oath that this Servant neither ever forfwore 
“ himfelf, nor paid never any thing upon the /account of Theft, except he have 
£l f° me Officer, who (according to his Right) may doe it without Swearing. 

“ In cafe they made Oath let the Accufed Party chufe whether he will under- 
“ goe the tryal of Angle Ordeal, or make an Oath in three feveral Hundreds, 

“ Which lhall ahfwer to one pound and thirty pence in equal proportion. But 
“ in cafe they refufe to fwear, let the Accufed undergoe the tryal of threefold 

“Ordeal; 
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« Ordeal: and if fo be- that he appears a Condemned Man, let him reftore 
“ twofold to, the Complainant, and pay the value of his Head to the Lord, 
“ and find Sureties for his good behaviour for the time to come. If he offend 
« the fecond time, let it coft him his Life In cafehereftfeto be Tryedby 
“ the Ordeal, and By for it, his Sureties (hall pay the juft value of die tkng 
“ to the Injured Patty, and to his Lord rhevalueofliis Head, ifhehavefo 
“ carried himfelf as to be worthy of it. But if it be objefted againft his Lord, 
“ that after the Fa*, committed by his advice and aflillence, his Servant fled 
“ away, he (hall take to him five Thanes, and thereof purge himfelf j which 
« if he doe. he hath Ihewn himfelf to be worthy of the Were, he doe not 
“ the King lhall have the Were or value of the Head, arid the Thief lhall be 
« made Capable of any benefit of the Law. The Lord lhall anfwer for his 
« whole Family, and be Surety for the appearance of every perfon m it. And 
« if any of his Servants being accufed, run away, his Mafter ihaU pay his 
« Man’s Were to the King. And if the Mailer be Accufed as the Advizer to 
“ the efcape, he lhall purge himfelf by the affiftence of five 
“ it not, he lhall pay to the King his Were ; and his Man lhall be an Out- 

« law. 
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liy . The fecond “ Appropriates the jnulift which is laid upon any MmC.i,.Sax. 

“ that poflefleth Bockland for any fault by him committed, to the King; anc J, j ^ 

“ forbX any compenfetion to be made for any Accufation, but m prefence of £ ^ 

« the KingV Reeve or Officer. The third ordains, that A Bond-man bemg g.?. . 

“ Call by the Ordeal, be marked with an hot Iron for die firft o ffence;^^and men ^ e P Full 
« being Gaft the fecond time in the fame manner, by all means to be put to £ ? 

« rvath • which Law bears fome refemblance to our prefent 1-*^, °r Cul- a p u jj or „ a i . 
« tome, where Oergy is aUowed for the firft crime committed, xhe fourth c.^ Sax 
“ Forbids all Buying and Chafifering without Suretyftnp and Witnefs. If it hap- Be /Son ZSe 
« ueTmherwifef thl Lord of the SoU is to have the thing in his cuftody tiU mon ne ce- 
« S rime a ft appear to whom of Right it belongs. By the fifth. The ^eburon 
“ SsHeeve or Officer is obhged to require Suretfesior the good behaviour 
« of luch as are of U 1 fame amongft aft Men , which if fuch an one do not 
“ give he is to be put to Death, and Buried in a profane place with Mafefac- c $ Sax 
« tours And if any make refiftence in his behalf, be is to undergoe the fame 
ounifhment The fixth, after Brampton, but which hath neither Title nor men ZSee- 
NumbS in the Saxon, concludes it thus. “ And whofoever negleifts or doth allumpolc 
“ not promote what we have ordained, according to the Sentence and Judgment un^qnpe 
« of us all, ftiall forfeit an hundred and twenty flnllings to the King. ll'd tmaL 

iz6 The next Body of Laws made by King Ethelred, as Brampton ranks JomaL 
them, are faid to have been made at Venetyng, or Wanattng now Wantage m 
Berkfcte, the Birth place of the glorious Kiog Alfred They are thirty m 
number, and were made by King Ethelred and his Wifemen for the encreafe 
ofPeace and Fehcity. The firft of them is concerning the Keeping of the Kings 
Peace as it ms in the days of his Predeceffours , anffpr the pmfbwnt of the 
Breach of it, as that in a Gemote of five Boroughs , with, t ftp forfeiture of five pounds, 
in one Borough byfeven hundred (JhiUings are meant) m aWapentackby^om 
hundred ; .an^in^dn Ale-houfeif a man be kitted, With fix MfMarM; if fete 
not killed with twelve Ores. Hence (but efpeaally from the Laws of Jna) w.e 
Ale and Ale- may obferve how .ancient the Liqueur of Ale, and Hoyfes 

S u S* a /T 8 and y drinking of it have been in England ; how ancient alfo Quarreling and 
Saxw gUfi breaking of Peace in fuch places.* But much more ancient Iiave all thefe 
been ithan the continuance of the Englifh Saxons j a this Couotrcy r they were 
too much in faihion with thefe Northern Nations in thofe Days Tacitus, as 
appears;from.what he writes of the Germans; fo that what: Mr. Camkden writes 
, iivS finals, of Drunkennefs being firft brought mto this Countrey by the 
^ifiieK^ihat fervcd-in the Low Countries _mider tlie^Eari 


that then Laws were firft made againft this Vice, is to be underftwd with jw 
exception of this Antiquity; for 1 .when the Englijk Saxons &ms fe-ft into the 
Iftand, .they brought Drunkennefs aloDg.with tliem out of $ Q &e>foneJ»s of 
Germany. For of the ancient Germans Tacitus reports, that To pals a day 
“ and "night in Drinking was no di^race at all. Being Drunk .they woulftquar- 
«ireL j^ifeioften wound and kill one another. Yet molt commonly (faith he) 
“ they confult in their Feafts and Banquets concerning Reconciling ot Enemies, 
“ making Affinities , chufing Magiftrates, even of Peace and War : as if at no 
“ other time the mind was fatter either to entertain plain thoughts or heat upon 
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Sedt. 12.“ g reat Conceptions. Quintilian alio allures us, that in ancient times, fuch as 
had Fought in the Field againft one another, would be Friendly at an Enter¬ 
tainment at the Table. In Germany this Cuftome, we are told. Hill continues; 
and here in England at our Ales and Wakes, Controverlies and Quarrels were 
wont to be heard and compounded. As to Drinking and Drinking Houfes, 
the prelent Age can Ihew and fay as much or more than any other, both as to 
quarrels, and as to the doing of bufinefs, for no bufinefs now is to be done, 
but in a Drinking Houfe. But in our Greater Towns and Cities^ the Scene of 
thefe too often tragical Meetings is removed from Germany and England ’ to France 
and Spain • qr if it be (till in Germany, it’s removed clofe to the Rhine. The 
Grape hath got the advantage of the Barley: and Bacchus ([if ever) may now 
i'eem a Deity, nay above ail the reft, having (by Vulcan's means) in the Ca¬ 
pital City lately turned his Houfes into fumptuous Palaces, the moft fumptuous 
there to be feen j and in the adjoyning Parts juftled ieveral Gentlemen out of 
their Habitations. 

1x7. The fecond Law requires credit to he given concerning either quick or dead, q 
according to legal Teflimony which it will have all Perfons, free to make afwell as to q V 
fwear. The third confifts of fuch Terms as certainly cannot be explained. The ‘ 
fourth commands that The puhlick Meetings le olferved in every Hundred or Wa* q 4 
pentake, and that twelve Thanes Qfaith Bromton ) or twelve men of free Condi - ‘ 

tion ( as Lambards reades it') Being elderly men, together with their Praepofitus or 
Overfeer, fwear over Gofpels or Sacred things, that they will neither condemn an 
innocent P.erfon, nor acquit a guilty. From this Law as well as other Circumftan- 

juries in ufe. ces it appears, that the way of trial by twelve men, that we now call a Jury was 
in ufe with the Englifh Saxons before the Conqueft, and not introduced by Willi- 
am the Conquer our, as Polydore Virgil an Italian, and not much skilled in the An¬ 
tiquities of this Illand hath delivered in writing. To confirm what we have laid, 
the third Chapter of the League, betwixt King Alfred and Guthrun the Dane, 
very much maketh, which orders that If the Kings Thane or Minifler le accufed 
of Homicide he fhall purge himfelf if he dare ly twelve other Thanes-or Miniflers. 

And in cafe he le in degree inferiour to the King's Thane he fhall take Eleven of his 
Equals, and one of the Kings Thanes or Miniflers, and fo purge himfelf from all 
fufpicion. The like is here ordered to le olferved in all fuits, exceeding four Man- 
cufes or Marks. And in cafe one be afraid fo to clear himfelf, he fhall pay the treble 
value of the thing in queftion. Befides thefe throughout the Saxon Laws as the 
Reader may obferve, there is frequent mention of clearing, and purging by fo 
many Men called together, fometimes of * twelve, fometimes of + fewer, and the * Vide jbo& 
more common and ordinary had thisc6urfe been even in thole times, but for the^ 4n ‘- »*• 
Ordeal fo much in repute, which alfo got more ftrength and reputation toward t £ fff dem - 
the Days of Ethelred ’ and the Conclufion of the Englifh Saxon Monarchy. A- 9 
mongft the ancient Charters of Kings publiihed by Ingulphus, are alfo Footfteps 
of this Cuftome though but in its youth as it were, or growing up do appear. 

Asm that of Withlaf, wherepunilhment is to be infli&ed upon a Fugitive from p i SS 
the Monaftery of Croyland, his Flight is to be found by fix men that muft be 
fworn, fo in the Charter of Confirmation granted by Ed rede, fuch as injured the 
Monks, qr infringed the Liberties thereby confirmed to the Monaftery, are to 
make farisfadtion lor all Damages fuftained, which are to be taxed by the Oaths p 8 - 
of four or five fufficient creditable Men, by whom the Truth of the matter may 
be the better made out, before his Judges or thofe of his Heirs and Suceeflours. 

Therefore neither did Edward the Confeffour' firft bring up this Cuftome of Juries, 
or deciding Controverfies civil or criminal by twelve or other Number of Per¬ 
fons, though he might introduce the Cuftome into Normandy, where he long fo- 
journ’d as one of that Countrey hath written. But the Cuftome of trying Crimi- 
nals even by twelve Men, was frequent amongftthe Franks, Burgundies, Boii, n iGl!lfa 
and where the Cuftome of Fees took place, as appears fufficiently from the anci¬ 
ent Laws of thefe Nations. 

ix8. The Laws of King Ethelred made at Wantage, have many of them rela¬ 
tion to the Trial by Ordeal, and contain many oblcure terms, Bromton,ot whoever 
he was that made them Latin , being a very unprofitable Tranllatour. Others 
of them are refervable to other former Laws, and therefore we lhall onely pick 
out from amongft them, fuch as are moft worthy to be taken notice of. 

The Eleventh makes The adulterating of Coin a Capital Crime. The twelfth For- _ _ • 
bids any Cattel to be bought lut with two Witneffes, requiring that the Skin and ’ 
Head be kept three Nights , as alfo that of a /keep; and in cafe any one fell the 

Skin 
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Skin before three Nights be over, he is to forfeit twenty Ores. . The twentieth De- Sedf. 12* 
c/arcs how far the Kings Peace fhall extend from his Gate every way, that is three 
Miles and three Quarters, and three Acres in breadth, nine Feet and nine Barley 10. 
Corns. The two and twentieth dire#s that AldredefgateandCirgelegate ( fo they xx. 

are called ) have their Keepers or Porters. The twenty third declares, that If 2,3. 

a fmall Veffel came to Bilynggefgate, an half Penny was wont to be given for toll; 
if a greater bearing fails, a penny, If a Keel or Hulk, being a long and large capacious 
fort of Veffel, four Pence art to be give*. Out of a fhip loden with wood one Piece 
for Toll. Thrice a Week toll of bread is to be paid, viz. on the Lord's Day, Tuef* 
day and Thurfday. If a Boat arrive with F'tfh, it is to pay an half penny, if it 
le a bigger Boat a penny. Thofe of Rouen in Normandy, that came with Wine or 
Grampois, thofe of Flanders and Ponthieu, and others from Normandy and France, 
were wont to open their wares and free them from Toff. Such as came from Liege 
and other Places, travelling by Land opened their wares and paid Toff. The Em- 
perours men coming with their flips were accounted worthy of good Laws, as we 
alfo to buy in their fbips. And it was not lawfuff for them to foreftqll the Market 
from the Burghers of London. They were to pay Toff, and at Chriftmas two gray 
Cloths, avd one brown coloured with ten Pounds of Pepper, and jive pair of Gloves with 
two Veffels of Vinegar, and as many at Eafter. From Panniers that come with Hens, 
one Hen for Toll. Thofe that trade in Butter and Cheefe fourteen days before 
Chriftmas, mujl pay a penny for Toff, and another penny feven days after that Fefti- 
val. The twenty lixth Impofes the fame Pvniflmenjt upon fuch as wittingly receive , 26. 

as they that make bad money. The twenty eighth Puts it into the Kings Power x8, 

whether to fine , or put to death fuch Merchants as import counterfeit bad money, 
and impofeth upon Portreeves that fhall beacceffory, the fame Punifbment as lies upon 
thofe that Coin falfe money, except the King think fit to par¬ 
don them. The laft. That there may be fewer Minters than Vnum monetarium in Stanford in per- 
formerly, or Jaw that there le three in every great Pert « 

Town, and in every other Port one with their underworkmen. guTpb. p. 884. 

And the Goveraours of thefe Ports are required, as they 

will avoid the charge of Contumacy againft the King, to fee to the weight, and that 
the pieces be fo ftampt, that fifteen Ores may make a Pound. 

The League 12 .p. After thefe Laws in Bromton follows the League, which was made be- 
’ twixt King Ethelred and the Army of Anlaf\ Juft in, and Guthmund the Son of 

Danijh Army. Stegete. The firft Article hereof, Eftablifheth a Peace betwixt the King and his C. 1. Sax. 

People, and this Army which the King fapplied with money, according to the Form of C. 1. apud 
the Agreement, made by Sigeric the Archbifhop, and Aithelward and Alfric Alder - Jomal. 
man, when they obtainedfirft of the King leave to buy the peace of thofe Countries, 
which they governed. If therefore hereafter any violence be offered to England by 
Sea, this Army, faith the King, is to ajjift us, and we will prepare all necejfaries 
for its fubffence, as long as it fhall continue faithfull. And if fo be that any Fo¬ 
reign Nation make Friendfhip with them that doe the faid violence , both we 
and the Army fhall account of them as Enemies. The 

Second Article, Gives freedom to come into Port though C. 2. Sax. Be ceapjcypum; 
belonging to the Enemy, whether driven thither by Tempeft or C. 2. apud Jornal. 
other wife. The third, To all their Friends and Allies con- ~ 3 * Sax \ Be’Ssr cyninger 
firms Peace and Security both at Sea and Fund, though they 11131111111117 C * 3 * J or '. 
be met in an Enemies Countrey. In cafe fuch a Friend con¬ 
vey his Goods into an Enemies Houfe, he fhall lofe the Goods, but go free 
himfelf. But if he either five or make ref fence, or do not make known 
himfelf and It Jlain, no fatisfaffion is to le made for him. 

The fourth requires that If a man le rolled in a fhip the C. 4. Saxon. Be ^on ^emofr 
Mafler thereof is to make fatisfattion, or ly four others ta- rape bejieapob py 7 C. 4. apud 
ken to him make faith that he came lawfully to the Goods that J°”tal. 

are challenged. The next Article impofes a Multt of twenty e - 5 * Saxonic. Be rnonjlege 7 

five pounds upon a free Englilhman, that kills a Dane of free: ’ c ' 6 ' a $ ud J ornal ' 

Condition, except the Murtherer yield up himfelf: the fame forfeiture a Dane incurs 
if he flay an Englilhman. If an Englilhman kill 4 Dane offervile condition he fhall 
pay one pound, and the like a Dane if he kill an Engliih man. If fo le that eight Per¬ 
fons be jlain, the League fhall le accounted violated, lut if under this Number, Com- 
penfation fhall be made according to the value of the particular Perfons. 

130. If this happen in a Town the Townfmen are to take c 6 Be Fpi})bpec b ,nnafv 
the Murtherers alive or dead, at leafl their next Kinf man is b y pi £ q g J 0rna i 
to fur render them Man for Man, which if they ref ufe to doe, r 

the 


C. y. Saxonic. Be moirrlere 7 
C. c. 5. 6. apud Jornal. 
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c 7 r > T 7777 Ealdorman mufTdoe it, if be doe it not the King j if the King refufe, 

//wf Countrey mufi be accounted out of the League. The 

Seventh Article, indemnifies loth fides\ for all Murthers C. 7. Saxon. C. 8; apud Jam. 
and Plunderings before this League. The one fide is not to 
receive the Servant, Robbers or Enemies of the other. That . „ , 

which follows Condemns a Countreyman, that/ball plunder or 

kill, if it be affirmed by a Seaman and a Land man. If be 1 l ? J 

kill their Cattel, he Jhall be taken both by the Kings Party, , 

and the Army for an Outlaw without admiffion of any .Excufe. And afterward it de¬ 
clares that the Engliih purchafed peace of the Army with two 

and twenty thouftnd pounds of Gold and Silver. The mnth s . F s 

dire&s that If a Man find his Goods in another Mans Hands. 5 V'? 1 r !! 1 C 
he with whom they are found tell where he had them , and 

oive Cecurity to produce his Voucher. In this cafe if he be to . . „ 

fend for a Man out of another Shire, he fhall have convenient time to doe it. If 
upon offer he take the thing upon him, the other (hall be acquitted with whom the 
Goods were found. This Voucher mufi then produce his, and if he live in another 
Shire. have a Weeks time given him to produce him j if he live beyond two Counties, 
a Fortnight, if beyond three, three Weeks, ora Week to be allowed for every Coun¬ 
ty But all of them mufi come to the place where the Goods 

mere found. The tenth and loft concerning vouching, tells C ta s«Bece amumy 
us that in times pafi it was the Cufiome with whom a thing was • r J 
found, that he fhould thrice produce Vouchers, and then they 

(bouldgo to the place where the Voucher lived. Now to Wifemen it feemsmore rea¬ 
sonable, that in the place where the thing is found, the Vouchery proceed till it come 
to a Period, left that thofe who are not fo able to bear it in feeking for their own 
be tired out with the length of the way, and time, whereas it’s moft juft, that the 
trouble fhould he impofed upon the unjuft Poffeffour. But he that finds his Goods is to 
beware that he with whom he hath found them find fufficient fecurity, to produce 
thofe that will fave him harmlefs, and left he make any unjuft challenge, left tn- 
deavouring to trouble others he himfelf be imbroyled ih intricate Affairs. If there be 
any have challenged one that’s now dead, and hath no Heirs to purge him, let him if 
he can prove by Witnefs that he did fo challenge him, and thereupon he being dij- 
charged of the Guilt, let the blame lye upon the dead Party, except he have Friends 
that will legally purge him as if he had been alive. In fuch cafe he is to be taken as 
clear, and he is be accounted guilty of the Theft with whom the Goods were found, 
forafmucb as Denial is of more weight than affirmation. Ladly, if any one in this 
matter of vouching, refufe to proceed any farther, but contends that the Goods were 
his own, he may be at his choice if he can afeertain his propriety by credible witnefs. 

For, if it do not otherwife appear, Propriety is prelumed to be rather in the 
Pofleflbur than in the Pretender. 

131. The next Body of Laws which follows ih Bromton, and was ma “ e a 
place called Habe,are all of Ecclefiaftical concernment purely except it be the filth, 
which prohibits any man to be fold out of his Countrey. But there is publdhed by Crncil. p. SI3 . 
Sir Henry Spelman the Ads of another Council held by this fame King Ethelred 
at a Place called <^£xham, amongft which are feme that relate to the Civil State. 

The fixth prohibits alfo the fale of a Man out of his own Countrey, efpec tally into 6. 

the fervice of a Pagan. The feventh will have no man put to death for a fmallfault, 7. 

but inculcates mercy. The nineteenth forbids a Widow to marry within a twelve month 1?. 

at leaf. The two and twentieth takes care for preferving the Peace,and keeping the zz. 

Coin uncorrupt,that one and the fame go throughout the Land. The like for juft weights 
andmeafures, the reparation of Cities, Towns, Caftlesand Bridges, and warlike expe¬ 
ditions, both by Sea and Land. The twenty third takes care that prefently after 23. 
Eafter, the Annual expedition by Sea be haftened, and ordains that if any Man doe 
any hurt to a fhip defigned for the fervice of the State, he both make fatis fathon for 
the Damage, and be p unified as a Breaker of the Kings Peace. And if he u * te fy 
fpoil the Veffelfo as (he be made unferviceable, hejhall make full amends for the Da¬ 
mage, and farther, be taken as guilty of High Treafon. The twenty fourth £><?- 2.4. 

prives that Man of all his Fortunes, who deferts the Expedition whereat the King 
himfelf is prefent. The next Deprives him that hath killed a Man , or for/worn z$. 
himfelf, of all his fortunes ; alfo if he offer to come into the Kings prefence be¬ 
fore he hath made fatisfaflion, except the King will difpence with him. The 
rwenty fixth Deprives him both of Life and Fortunes that Confpires agawft the zo. 
Life of the King. If he deny it, he mufi purge himfelf by the mofi folemnOath, 
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— or by treble Ordeal according to the Law of the English, or after the Danifb Law Se£t 12 

as it appoints. That which follows ordains , that if any openly fet himfelf to oppofe 
the Laws of Chrifl or the King, he be punifhed either by paying the value of his z 7 . 
Head, or otherwife according to the quality of the offencej and if he procure hts own 
death hy making refiftence, he mufi lye unrevenged. Thefe are the Laws of King E- 
thelred. which refpedt the civil State, made as we have diftinguiihed them at le- 
veral times and places, but what thefe times were we are uncertain, though we 
be fure the Laws were made during his Reign. - 

i22 There are others which we cannot certainly affirm to have been made 
in his time, though the General conjecture be that they were, and thefe are 
comprS in an Agreement or Act, which the Wifemen of England and the 
r nnnrellmirs of Wales, made concerning the Inhabitants or _ . „ 

die Mountains of that Countrey. The firft Article of this C. i. Be rpoec E erwlener y)>- 

Seaatusconfaltam, as they call it, frefcriles the forfia after f'Tl 

Cattel by the Footfteps from one place to another. The fe- C. 2. Bepdirer jeopce bepte- 
cond wills that Within nine or ten days, the one Countreyman on pealum 1 Entity 
do write to the other whether it be in purging themfelves , or 

in any other, matter which is in Controverfie. But in all Accufattons betwixt Engliih 
and Wellh men, they Jhall clear themfelves onely by Ordeal, except the Accufer per¬ 
mit it. And each of them if they cannot otherwife have their right, may lawfully 

take away pledges one from another. The third gives order that If any one be inju- Be ^ m - 
red and nave taken a pledge from him that did the fad, he that gave the offence Jhall 
redeem it, or fo much of his Goods as it amounts to be fetzed. rhat Jj e who refufes 
to doe Juft ice, may be compelled to doe it Here twelve men, fix Engliih, and as 
many Wellh, Jhall adminifter Juftice to thofe of both Nations : who in cafe they do 
not doe right Jhall forfeit all they have, except they excufe themfelves by their Ig- 
Anothcr Pat. norance of the Law. Here behold another pattern of a Jury, and of that which- 
tern Of a jury, we ca u Medietas Lingua , viz. when a ftranger is to be tried, ft xEnglifh and as 
Per tnedieta- of the Parties own Countrey, at leaft, ft rangers are impanelled to judge as to 

tem imgu<e. ? of fad: and according to their evidence give m their Verdidt. The fourth B • 4 - 

Article wills, *That when an Engliih or Wellh man is accufed of Theft and caft in the Iafc ^ 
7- • / he (hall onely pay the forfeit due for the Theft, and no other muUl or any 
r t hingbefides. Tte filth, Exalts but half of the Value of the Head, in cafe a Wellh C. 5. 
man kill an Engliih man, or an Engliih man a Wellh man, of what Family foever Be^manjlih- 

the flam ThiPflxth Article, For lids the Wellh to come into England, orrfeEnglifli C. 6, 
J,l' Wales except received at the other Bank by the Borderers, ahojbill take Be ^on ifc 
cal for ItfafeCoLa and Return. And in cafany Borderer he aecufed offalfe 
delling herein, and cannot hymtnefs difprove it, let bin, he find. In the fame man-^ 
ner if any one procure that any ftranger doe any damage to a Man of the Place, and 
beYuhedd to have been privy to the Fad, with ref pelt had to the Damage hejhall 
pJrfe himfelf by the Oaths ofSelett men. Firft the Accufer Jhall make his Accufa- 
iian bv Oath * and then if the accufed Party be caft. in his Trial, he Jhall pay double 
nLaaes to the Plaintiff; and a Mullt to the Lord. The feventh Article fets the C. 7. 
valueof an Horfe, that mifearries at thirty Shillings, and if it be pretended that ^ 

there no fault in the Per fan accufed, the Purgation Jhall be according 
tothat rate , aldfoforthe reft the value of a Mare, andayearlingColtattwenty^^j 
Shillings: Amid Affes Colt at twelve Shillings , An Ox at thirty Pence a Cow at 
twenty four Pence, a Swine at eight Pence , a Sheep one Shilling, a Goat at two Pence. 

Any other thing unfeen mufl be valued by Oath and recompence made accordingly. 

The Eiahth directs that If one find his Goods with another man, and he challenges to c. 8. 
avowry one that lives beyond the xvater, then that the Controverfie^ may come to an Be op F o- 
end Ihall he give fufficient Caution. And he that finds the Goods Jhall by the Oaths FWJfam 
of fix me » make it g pod, that he M lays challeage to the 
But he that zoes to avowry mud f wear alone, that he doth rightly doe it. And in 
cafe any beyond the River contend, that the thing qffflioned is of his own proper 
aoods he mufi make it evident by the Judgment of Ordeal. The ninth declares that ^ * 9 . 
Wen/fate ^ by which feme underhand Soutlnvales, but others more probably ^ r 
Molouthjhire being anciently called tof, Went, Wentfet and Ventfiand 
ni from its chief City which of old, had the Name of Vena ^rum\ Some¬ 
times was Cub jell to the Dunfetes or Mountainers, but feems rat he t to belong to the 
Weft Saxons. And thither they mufi fend Tribute and Hoftcges of Peace. As alfo 
that it’s meet, ibat the Mountainers fend Hoftages if the King think it fitting. 


13 j. Thefe 
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Sed\ 12. 134 - Thefe were the Laws made by the Englijb Saxon Kings, before the Danes ~ 

eftablilhed their Monarchy throughout the Land, wliich Laws King Cnute after 
Jus return from Rome, commanded ftri&ly to be obferved, efpecially thofe made 
by the late King Etbelred. And being now at ieifure from War, and applying 
himfelf to the good ufage of what he had ill got, hemade Laws of his own, re- 
fpe&ing both the Ecclefiaftical and Civil State, reinforcing fome old Laws, and 
altering and adding others, as he found occafion, in all which, as he tells us in 
his Preface, he ufed the Council of his Wifemen, and commands thofe his Laws 
to be obferved throughout England. “ The firfl of Civil 
“ Concernment commands Juftice to be faithfully and in- C. 1. Sax. 

“ differently adminiftred both to Poor and Rich, and abo- 

“ lifi | eth Laws - The fecond commands Mercy c. 2. Sax. c 25. Apui Jamal 

to be uled, and that no man be put to death for a fmall 
“ Offence. The third prohibits a Chriftian to be fold out c ? Smx r -,0 a*.j 
“ of the Kingdom, efpecially to Unbelievers. The fourth 3 ' * 3 

“ Banilhes or Condemns to Death, Witches, Sorcerefles C. 4. Sax. c . 26. Apui Jomal. 

“ and Whores ,• and threatens Thieves and fuch as injure 

“ and doe violence to the People. The fifth forbids the C. 5. Sax. c. 17. Apui Jomal. 
cc Superftitions of Pagans, with Inchantments and Delufi- 

“ ons. The fixth expells Murtherers, perjured Perfons, C. 6 . Sax. c. 28. Apui Jomal. 

“ and Adulterers out of the Land except they fpeedily re- 

“ pent. The feventh exliorts all men to beware of thefe C.7. Sax. c. 29. Apui Jomal. 

“ Crimes and fupprefs all Flatterers, Lyers, Robbers, 

“ Thieves. The eighth commends to all People the keep- C. 8. Sax. C. c. 29. & 20 
“ ing of the Peace, orders one and the fame good Money Apui jomal. 

** to be current, and no man to refufe it. If any one im- 
“ bafe the Money, his Hands are to be cut off without any redemption. And if 
“ a Reeve or Governour be accufedthat it was done by his confent, he lhall purge 
“ himfelf by a treble purgation, and if he be call incur the fame punilhment. 

“ The ninth enjoyns a due care to be had of juft Weights and Meafures. The c. 9 .$ ax .c. 3 
tenth commands as the La\ir of Etbelred (Tor thefe are but as repetitions of his A P ud 
Laws) that “ Towns and Bridges be well looked to, and that theMilitia both by C ' IO * Sax ' 

“ Sea and Land be inforced according as the neceffity of the Commonwealth re- 
“ quires. By die eleventh he promiles to ufe and entertain fuch Councils as may c.n^.e,3r. 
“ tend to the promotion of Juftice, the profit of the State, and the advancement Apui jomal.' 
“ of Chriftian Piety. 

Forfeitures 13 5. That which follows, being the twelfth, is remarkable for comprizing 
theLaw y riiofe Forfeitures which the King challenges as due to himfelf in the Countries of 
the Weft Saxons, except he pleafe to confer them upon any. other, viz. “ ThePe- r 
“ nalty incurred for breach of the Peace, for breaking into an Houfe, flopping up Apudj^Jt 
1 a Paflage, and forfaking ones Colours. If allb for feme Crime a man be Out- 
“ lawed the reftitution of him to his former condition belongs to the King. He 
“ alfo that pofiefieth Bocland, forfeits to the King, whofoever elfe may be his 
“ Lord. And whofoever relieves or harbours a Fugitive, except he can plead ig- 
“ norance, fliall pay to the King five Pounds. The thirteenth Law makes the c it? sax 
“ fame Challenge of all thefe Mukfts or Forfeitures in Mercia. The fourteenth 
“ makes the fame Challenge in fuch parts as are governed by the Law of the £ 

“ Danes, of Mulfts incurred for fighting, refiifing to goe out in the Militia, break- (3 3S« Apui 
“ ing the Peace, and violent entry of an Houfe, except he honour any man elfe, 

*“ by granting thefe Royalties to him. The like is to be faid of fuch an one as 
“ harbours or relieves one that is made incapable of the King’s Peace. If znj 
“ Judge have for hatred or lucre perverted Juftice, by the Law of the Englijb he 
“ 1S to pay to riie King the value of his Head, and alfo to be removed from his 
“ place, or redeem it as the King lhall pleafe, except he plead that what he did 
rt was out of ignorance, and then he muft confirm this Affertion by Oath. By 
“ the Law of the Danes he is to incur the Multft of the breach of the Law, ex- 
“ cept he plead Ignorance. In cafe any oppofe or refufe to fubmit to lawfull 
“ Judgment, let the Mulcft be theirs that are concerned. If it belong to the 
“ King the Fine fliall be an Hundred Shillings, if to the Earl Sixty Shillings, if 
“ to the Hundred thirty. By the Englijb Law, if all be concerned, all are to be 
“ Pay’d. But by the Law of the Danes, if any one make oppofition to the juft 
“ adminiftration of the Law, he is to pay Lahjlite. 


13 6 . This 
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' " 136. This word Labjlite is Danijh, and firft found in thofe Englijb Danijh Laws. 

It fianifies properly the 7 ranfgrejjion or Breach of the Law, . , v i 

but here feconLly the penalty ‘l at ^ lh f r $’ Jl'Ztalhl it 

The Reader muft take notice, that though the Danes min- I * P ’ 
sled here with the Englijb, yet both Nations preferved 

their own common Laws and Cuftoms. The Englijb lotos _ . ., 

much as can be perceived, to every feveral fort ot offences alligned generally their 
feveral Mulcts, which they called Gildwites. But the Danes pumlhed feveral of¬ 
fences bv one fort of Animadverfion called Lahjlite. 

Therefore in thefe Laws often occurs, Let the Englilh man ^bpire mu> Englutn -j mi - 

le punijked with Gildwite , and the Damfti with Lahjlite. But Um lah l ilC • 

though this one punilhment was common with them for le- 

verai Offences, yet was it various in quantity according to the condition of the 

Party offending. As, a man of liberal condition his Lahjlite was Jive Marks, His smner. in 

that pojfejfed Bocland three Marks, that of a Ceorh or Countreyman twelve Ores, 

Here we have what anfwers to the Englijb Twelfhmd, Sexhtnd and Twihtnd men. 

Some have imagined, that when Lahjlite is mentioned in general terms or Wite 
in reference to the Englijb, the value of them is twelve Ores,, became of that Ar- c.3. 
tide in the League, renewed betwixt King Edward and Guthrun, which ordains, 
that if a Prieft deny Baptifm, where it is requifite, he lhall pay Wite with the 
Englijb, or Lahjlite with the Danes, that is, faith the Text, twelve Ores. But this 
was the loweft fort of thefe Mulds, neither can we imagine that the puniihment 
for breach of all Laws was the fame, or not fitted to the -height of the 

Cri i5 7 The fifteenth Law of Cnute confirms that of King Alfred, “ Whereby is c.^Saxx.^ 6 . 

« ordained, that he that by defamation does another man damage in his Body Apui Jomal. 

“ or Fortunes, and is convided of fallhood by the proofs of the Party, have his 
“ Tongue cut out, except he redeem it with the value of his Head. The fixteenth Cl6Saxx ^ 

“ alfo as other Laws before mentioned, will have no Complaints made to the yjpud Jomal. 

King except relief cannot be had in the Hundred, at the Meeting whereof all 
“ are to be prefent, or be amerced for their abfence. The feventeenth requires, 

“ that the Burligemote be held thrice a year, and the Sciregemote twice or oft- 1 * 

« ner, whereat the Bilhop and Alderman are to be prefent to thofe purpofes as has 
« been before faid. The eighteenth wiU have no man by taking away Pledges, C izs^. c . 39 . 

« or diftraining to doe right to himfelf againft any man, except he have four times 
“ dimanded it, and expected right to be done him in yain in the Hundred ; theri 
“ h e haslibertv to get bis own where he can. The nineteenth commands, that c.19. Saxonic. 
« every one of free condition put himfelf into fome Hundred and Tithing as he 
« defires, that being in a condition to purge himfelf he may alfo be m capacity to 
« claim from another the value of his Head. Otherwife none that exceeds twelve 
« years, in cafe he receive any wrong, lhall be capable of enjoying the fame Pri- 
« vilege with a Free man. Be he Mafter of a Family or a Reteiner, he muft be 
« entred into fome Hundred or other, and muft have Fidejuffours or Sureties for 
« his appearance in cafe he be accufed of any Crime. Some great men, as they ‘ 

« can doe it, protect their Servants, giving out fometimes, that they are Free, o- 
“ ther times that they are Slaves,but we not induring any fuch unjuft practice,com- 
« mand, that every one of twelve years of Age give fecurity by Oath, that he 
« w iH neither fleal himfelf, nor be accefiory to the Theft of any other. Thus doth 
he revive what King Alfred had before cautioned, that no Freeman ihoold be 
without Society, without Law, or live at randome, without this rhoft Efficacious ijl. 

Curb of SuretyIhip, by being thus received. And to what was before, adds 
this Caution of twelve years, beyond which for the pubhek Peace and fecurity fud ' Homeflo}i 
none were to live without being admitted and received into fome Hundred and aitNejior. 
Tithing- 

138, The twentieth Law of King Canute “ fo far indulges a riiart uriblamea- c.zo.Sax^z. 
“ bleandof good repute, whenever brake his Oath in the Hundred, nor'was A P ud 

« calt by the Ordeal, that his fingle purgation be accepted. But a, man Of the 
“ contrary reputation lhall either be compelled to take his fingle Oath m three 
« Hundreds, or a threefold one according to the cuftome of that. Court, Or be 
« p U t to the Ordeal. But a fingle Purgation is to be made with a threefold 
« preparatory Oath. A man of goodefteem may have fome faithfull maii in his 
« ftead to be his Prejurour, or elfe he muft doe it himfelf; for a preparatory 
“ Oath is never to be omitted. The one and twentieth forbids any mail to csii.Sax.c.&. 
« have the privilege of vouehery, except by fufficient Witnefe to prove from whom A t ui J 0 ™* 1 ' 

• Tt * ■ “ he 
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Sed:. 12. “ he had the Goods that are found with him. The Witnefles inuft affirm, as 
“ they love God and their Lords, that they have mod religioufly born tefti- 
“ mony, and that both by their Eyes and Ears they are allured that he rightly 
“ came by the thing in queftion. The twenty fecond revives the Laws about 
“ buying without Witnefs, forbidding any thing to be bought above the value aZIZ* 1 4 ‘ 
44 of four pence without the teftimony of four Credible Witnefles. In cafe any 
44 one buy any thing contrary to this Law, if any one challenge the thing lb 
bought, the Buyer lhall not have the benefit of Vouchery, but reltore him 
“ the thing, with the juft price of it, and a Mulct to whom of right it belongs. 

“ But if the thing was bought by legal Teftifnony, he lhall have thrice allowed 
“ him the liberty of Vouchery, and the fourth time the thing is to be delive- 
“ ted to the Owner, except fome other make ufe of his right in challenging it 
44 to be his. For neither doth it feem fitting to us that any one ihould chal- 
44 lenge a thing when there are Witnefles to difprove it, and confequently he is 
44 convidred to be guilty of Fraud or Malice; neither that what was ftole Ihould 
“ be recovered within a lefs time than fix Months. 

139. The twenty third “ direds, that if a man of evil report abfent himfelf c „_ «. 

44 from the Publick Meetings thrice, at the fourth time fome of that Court go ApldjomaV' 
44 thither, and if they can get no Sureties for his appearance, to apprehend him ® 4& 

44 alive or dead, to feize on all he hath, and when the juft pretenders have re- 
44 ceived the true value of what they lay claim to, then of that which is left 
44 the Lord lhall have one half, and the Hundred the other. If any of the 
44 Court, of Kin or Stranger, refufe to goe, he lhall for that fine to the King 
44 in an hundred and twenty Shillings. Of thole that are taken in the manner 
44 of Healing, or betraying their Lords, their lives lhall in no wife be fpared. 

44 The twenty fourth forbids one Accufation to be fuperfeded by another, but c.z^Sax.c.^. 
“ as the Huhdreders lhall think fit, orders the firft to proceed. The next for- A f ud J orn ^' 
44 bids alfo the harbouring of a man above three days, except recommended by S3' 

“ him he formerly ferved : As alfo to remove his Servant from his Houfe till he ' 

“ have purged himfelf of what is laid to his Charge. That which follows de- c.z6Saxc 
“ nounceth, that if any one meet a Thief and permit him topafs without dif- &50. %ud' 

“ covering him, lhall pay the utmoft Farthing of the value of the man s head, be ^ arnal 
“ it as much as it will, or by a full and perfect Oath make it good that he knew 
“ nothing of liis Theft. And if he cried outagainft him, and thofe that heard 
44 him would not purfue the Robber, they lhall be punilhed as contumacious a- 
44 gainft the King, except they make void the fufpicion. The twenty feventh cznSaxc* 

“ In cafe a man be of evil report in the Hundred, and be accufed by three fe- 4 m 43 *»£' 

“ veral men, admits of no purgation but by threefold Ordeal. But if his Lord 
“ affirm that he hath neither broken his Oath, nor fince the Council held at 
“ Winchefter been caft by the Ordeal, out of that Hundred the Lord lhall 
“ take one or two men of Credit, and with them make Oath, that he neither 
«* hath broken his Faith formerly given, nor been condemned by the Ordeal 
44 nor paid nothing for Healing; except fome Reeve or Officer there be whole 
44 authority may have weight fufficient to clear him without thefe Oaths. If they 
44 make their Oaths, the Accufed lhall be at choice whether he will be tryed 
44 by fingle Ordeal, or make an Oath in three Hundreds, which in proportion 
44 ffiall anfwer to one Pound and thirty Pence. But in cafe they refufe to 
44 fwear he lhall goe under the Examination of threefold Ordeal after this 
“ manner. 
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140. “ The Accufer muft find five Perfons who lhall be Prejurours, and he 
himfelf lhall be the fixth. As foon as the Accufed is caft, the firft time he 
lhall pay double damages to the Accufer, and to his Lord, if he have Ihewn 
himfelf worthy of it, the full value of his own Head, and give Sureties that 
he will abftain from all Crimes for the time to come. But in cafe he be caft 
the fecond time, he lhall have no liberty of making any Compenfation but 
his Hands, or Feet, or both, if the heinoufiiefs of the offence require it ’lhall 
be cut off But if after, this he doth not leave off his former Courfes but 
frill commit more Villames, then as they lhall think fit that are concerned 
either his Eyes lhall be pull’d out, his Nofe cut off; his Ears or his Upper 
lip, or his Skin be drawn over his Ears for an Example, with a refpe# to the 
lafety of his Soul. If he flie and efcape the Judgment of Ordeal, his Sureties 
lhall make full fatisfa&ion to the Accufer, and to the King or fome other that 
deferves it, the value of his Head. But if his Lord be accufed for having been 
acceflory to his efcape after the Fadt committed, with five men of credit he 
muft purge himfelf, which if he doc, he lhews himfelf to be worthy of the 
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“ value of his Servant’s Head. If he doe not, the King lhall have the value of Sedt. 12. 
“ the Head, and the Thief lhall by all men be taken as excluded from the be- 
“ nefit of the Law. 

141. “ The twenty eight will have every Maftertobe Fidejuflbur, or refpon- cai.Sax.c4z. 
u Able for the appearance of all his Family. And if any of his Servants be im- Apud Jamal. 
“ peached, he lhall anfwer it in that Hundred where the other brings the Arftion. 

“ In cafe any of them accufed of a Crime run away, his Matter lhall pay the va- 
“ lue of his Head to the King. If the Mailer be accufed as acceflory to his flight, 

“ he lhall purge-himfelf by five men of good repute. If he do not acquit 
“ himfelf he lhall pay to the King the value of his Head, and his Servant lhall 
“ be Outlaw’d. The twenty ninth enadts, that if a Bondman or Slave be by the C.29.&W.C.53. 
“ Ordeal condemned, he lhall firft be marked with an hot Iron, and if caft the Apud J»mai. 
“ fecond time, be put to death. The thirtieth ordains, that if a man be of evil re- c.^cSax c.^. 
“ port fo as no man fpeaks well of him, the Reeve (the Sheriff dnubtlefc is Apud Jamal. 
“ meant J) lhall take fecurrty for his appearance when he is called, which if he 
“ doe not give, he lhall be put to death and buried in a prophane place: And if 
“ any one Hand op in his defence, he lhall incur the fame punilhment. And if 
“ any Officer negledt or refufe to put this in Execution, he lhall by one univer- 
“ fal Sentence pay an hundred and twenty Shillings to the King. The thirty 3 r. 

“ firft wills the fame manner of Purgation of Criminals be ufedin all Boroughs. , 

“ The next diredts, that if a man be deftituteof all Friends or be a Stranger fo 31. 

“ that he hath none to be bound for him, fuch an one; if accufed, lhall be fent 
“ into Cuftody to be examined by the Ordeal. That which follows fentenceth 33. 

“ fuch as are convi&ed to have forfworn themfdves upon the Gofpels or Sacra, 

“ to loofe their Hands, or to give half the value of their Heads to the Lord and 
“ the Bilhop. The thirty fourth accounts it of fmall moment, that one who has 34. 

“ openly born falfe Witnefs have no Credit given to his Teftimony for the 
“ time to come ; but orders, that he moreover pay to the King or the Lord 
“ the Fine wont to be paid in the room of the Neck being tyed, called 
“ Healsfange. 

141. The. twelve Laws that follow next in courfe refpedi Ecclefiaftical Mat- c47.saxx.75. 
ters, and therefore to fuch we muft refer them. “ The forty feventh requires, Apud Jamal. 
“ that Adultery be punilhed more or lefs as the Circumftances be, affirming it 
“ bad for a Married Man to lie with a Maid, much more with another Man’s 
“ Wife or one in Religion. The forty eight diredts, that Inceft be punilhed' ei- c.tfSax.c76. 
“ ther with the value of the Head, with a Muldt, or the lofs of the whole Eftate, Apudjomal. 

“ there being a difference betwixt abufing ones own Sifter and another Kinfwo- 
“ man more remote. The next Chaftizes him-that Ravifhes a Widdow or aVir- C49.sax.c77. 
“ gin with the payment of the value of his own Head. The fiftieth denoun- c^oJjxl*&. 
“ ceth, that if a Man’s Wife be convidted to have lain with another Man, flie Apud Jamal. ' 
“ ffiall for ever be noted as Infamous, and her Husband lhall have all that be- 
“ longs to her ; befides lhe lhall loofe her Nofe and her Ears. But if Ihe be 
“ onely accufed of Whoredom, and in the Tryal be caft, the Bilhop in fuch cafe 
“ is to be Judge, and commanded in his Judgment to be fevere. As for Married c. ji^x.c.70, 
men the next Law enjoyneth, that u if one lie with his own Maid Servant he & 80. Apud 
u forfeit her and make fatisfadtion both to God and Man: If befides his Wife J ornal - 
“ he keep a Concubine, thePrieft lhall deny him all Chriftian Privileges till he 
“ put her away, and as well by his forbearance for the future as in other things 
c< according to the Bilhop’s diredtion, he have made ample fatisfadtion. That 
« which follows banilhes Strangers with all their Vices and Fortunes out of the C4z.Sax.cS1. 
“ Land if they do not bridle their Lulls. By the fifty third. If a Man upon cfi^.saLx'iz. 
« premeditated malice kill another, he lhall be delivered up to the kindred of the Apud Jamal. 

« flain. If he be onely accufed of the Murther and be found guilty, the Bilhop 
“ in that cafe lhall be his Judge. 

143. “ By virtue of the fifty fourth Law; whofoever c. 54- Sax-c 83- Apud Jemal. 

“ Confpires agaiiift the King, or his Lord lhall forfeit Life i 

“ and Fortunes, except he purge himfelf by threefold Or- 

“ deal. By order of the fifty fifth. He that breaks his c. 55. Sax. c.84. Apud Jemal. 

“ Faith given to the King lhall forfeit five Pounds; if it 
“ was to an Archbilhop or great Nobleman three Pounds, 

“ if to a Bilhop or Alderman two. If any fight in the c. 56. Sax. c. 8 s- Apud Jamal. 

“ Court, by the next that follows, it’s Capital except the 

** King will pardon it. The fifty feventh punilhes him that c. 57 . sax. c. te. Apad JamaL 

“ ffiall difarm a man with that which they Call Heals- 

? fange, , 
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Sedl. 12 . “ ^ he binds him, with half the value of his Head. 

The next reltrains the violence of Souldiers, ordaining, c. 58.-s**. c.87. Apud jornal. 

“ that if in an Expedition any break the Peace he fhall ei- 
“ ther forfeit his life or the value of it; and if he plun- 

« der make fufficient Compenfation. That which follows, c 59 ' Sax ‘°' 88 Afud I*™* 1 - 

“ declares, that he that breaks into another man’s Houfe, 

“ according to the Law of the Englijh, is to pay five Pounds to the King ■ if it 
“ be done where the Law of the Danes obtaineth, he muft be punilhed according 
“ to their Cuftome. And if he be juftly killed in the Attempt, nothing ihall be 
“ forfeited upon that account. The fixth ordains, That if 

“ one man rob another of any thing, he reflorethe thing c. 6 o. Sax. c. 89 . Apud jomal. 

“ together with the value of it and pay the value of his 

“ Head to the King. The fixty firft declares breaking c. 61. Sax. Jiurbpec. -3 baejinec 
<l down and burning of Houles open Theft, manifeft Mur- *j open ^Sypj>. *3 a?bepemop>. *3 
« thers and betraying of one’s Lord, according to humane hlajropbr)nce- a?pcep peopule laga 
< e Laws, to be Crimes, for which there is no bote or fatis- V bocleap. c. 90. Apud Jornal. 

« fattion to be made, by way of Multt or Compenfation. 

« The next fines fuch as Ihall deny to pay toward the Re- c. 62. Sax.c.91. Apud Jamal. 

« pairing of Towns, or mending of Bridges, as ihall refufe 
« to go upon the Warlike Expedition, it he be an Englijh men, an hundred and 
« tw r enty Shillings to the King j if he be a Dane, he is to make fatisfattion accor- 
« ding to their Cuftome ; or fourteen men are to be named to him, out of which 
« number he may make his choice of eleven to purge himfelf. 

144. The fixty third in like manner declares, that “all c. 63. Sax. c. 92. Apud ‘Jonah 
“ ought to contribute to the repairing of the Churches. 

« The fixty fourth denounces againft fuch as Ihall harbour c.6^Saxonic. c.c. 93,94. Apud jornal. 

“ Excommunicated or Outlawed Perfons, that they Ihall 
“ bring them forth to Juftice, make fatisfattion to thofe that are concern’d and pay 
“ the value of their Heads to the King. But in cafe they will keep and defend 
“ them, lofs of Life and all their Fortunes. The next wills, that Mercy be Ihewn as c.6^.Sax.c, 9A . 
“ much as may be to fuch as plainly and unfeignedly amend their ways. And by ^pud Jornal. 
« that which follows, the King declares he will put a difference betwixt final! c.66.Sax.c. 9 ^. 
u and Great, Rich and Poor, Young and Old, Infirm and Healthfull, forafinuch Afud J ornal - 
“ as lome men may offend out of a kind of neceflity, and a diftinttion is to be 
“ made betwixt a forced and a voluntary att. Therefore will he fuccour where 
“ there is moft need of his Help. The fixty feventh contains an A £t of Grace c.6iSax.c. 9 6. 
“ of the King to his Subjetts, whereby he relieves fuch as formerly were opprefi A pud Jomai 
“ fed. He enjoyhs all his Officers, that they make provifion for his Houfe out of 
“ his own Lands and Tillage, and that they compell no man to furnilh him with 
“ any Conveniencies in this kind, upon pein of paying the value of their Heads 
“ if they impofe any Multts upon Refufers. The fixty eighth ordains, that in C.68.S4X.C.97. 
“ cafe any man by neglett or by the fuddennefs of his death depart this World A f ud 3 0rnal - 
“ Inteftate, his Lord ihall take nothing of his Goods but what is due to him as an 
“ Heriot. But all is to be diftributed by his Judgment to the Wife, Children, 

“ and next Kindred juftly according to their feveral right. The fixty ninth in or- c.6 9 .Sax.c. 9 j. 
“ der fettles the Rates of the Heriots, ordering that the Heriot of every one be ac- Apud Jowl. 

“ cording to his Dignity. As firft, that of an Earl eight Horfes,whereof four with 
“ Furniture and four without, four Helmets, as many Corflers, eight Spears, as 
“ many Shields, four Swords, and two hundred Mancufes of Gold. That of a 
“ King’s chief Thane four Horfes, whereof two with Furniture and two with- 
“ out, two Swords, four Spears, and as many Shields, one Helmet, one Corflet, 

“ and fifty Mancufes of Gold. The Heriot of an Inferiour Thane an Horfe with 
“ Furniture and Arms, or amongft the Weft Saxons the fum that is paid called 
“ Halsfange , in Mercia and Eaft England two Pounds ; but amongft the Danes 
“ the Heriot of a King’s Thane, who has free jurifdittion, is four Pounds. And 
“ if he be nearer to the King his Heriot is two Horfes, whereof the one withFur- 
“ niture and the other without, a Sword, two Spears, as many Targets, and fifty 
“ Mancufes of Gold. But the Heriot of a Thane of theloweft condition is two 
“ Pounds. 

145. This word Heriot , or as the true Saxon word is, Heregeate , fignifies 
Furniture for War, given by the Vaflal to his Lord, probably at firft de- Ab jjepe 

exercitus 

& £eote d Saxon geotan fundere & Metaphorice redderc vel erogare , unde Scopo Britannh Herezeld , 
q. d. Heregeld , g in (up tU:s fape) tranfeuntc. 

figned 
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figned for the driving away Thieves and Robbers, which abounded when the Da- Se£t. 12 * 

nt(b or Northern Nations fo frequently invaded the Land ; for though the word 

Here do in the Saxon Language fignifie an Army, yet is it in our Saxon Authours 

{when without compofition) generally taken in the worn fenfe, for Invaders 

and Spoilers, alawfull Army col letted by the Kingfor the Defence of the Nation, 

being called by the Name of Fyrd. Sir Henry Spelman fetches the Original of 

the thing from Clodvnee King of the Franks , who having about the Year of Our otuhL 

Lord DXI given the Alamos a very great overthrow, and deprived them of all 

Honour and Liberty, afligned them as VafTals, feme: to his Tr^fury, andfome 

to the Church, the former being termed Strut Fifcalini and Ftjcales, and thefe 

Servi Ecclefiafi'ici. He ordained, that when any Mafter of a Family Died, the 

Officer of the King, or Bifhop Ihould feize upon the beft Horfe he had, or the 

Cloths of moft value. Some are of opinion, that to this Heriot fucceeded 

what was afterward called Relief ; but that thefe were feveral is manifeft m 

this that fometimes both an Heriot and Relief were paid from the fame 

Lands and an Heriot had place where an Heir did not fucceed in the Patr^ 

monv* which Relief never had. Mr. Lombard thought that the Normans 

when they Conquered the Land, and fpoiled the inhabitants of all their Arms 

and furniture for War, remitted the Heriot , and took Money in its Head. 

Moft probable it is, that Heriot and Relief were different^ and that VafTals 
in the Enzlifb Saxon times contributed thofe Habiliments of War to their Lords, 
towards the Expulfion of thofe Northern Thieves and Invaders as we faid 
Their Land they held on that condition with that burthen and ferviee , and 
therefore they held them as Feudataries. Heriots were in ufe in the Infancy 
of Fees when Fees were held in a more general and Law fenfe, as we have al¬ 
ready demonftrated. Relief fucceeded when they were grown up to more re¬ 
gulation and certainty, clothed with new circumftances, of Succeflion, and 
the like The giving of Horfes and Arms by VafTals to their Lord, was a thing Temp. Coma- 
alfo prattifed by the Germans and Italians . . t< „ c s!£^ 

146 To make an end of King Cnute his Laws, The feventieth Confirms p^. Itali ^ 

« to a Woman and her Children the Seat and Habitation which her Huf- /A. 8 
« band enjoyed. But if there were any Suits commenced againft the Man c ^ a ax j 
« w h en living, his Heir mull anfwer them. The feVeiity firft Requires Wi- j orna l. 

« dows to continue in Widowhood twelve months, and then permits them c.71. Sax. 

«< to Marry. If a Woman Marry before her twelve months be out, fhe is jfLi: 

« to loofe her Dower, with all that her Husband left her, which is to come, 

« i n fuch cafe, to the next akin; and he that Marries her Ihall pay the value 
« 0 f his Head to the King, or whomfoever he affigns it. Nay, although fhe 
« was taken by force fhe ihall loofe all fhe had, except fhe depart and return 
« no more to this Husband. Widows are not fuddenly to enter into Religion • 

« Widows Ihall not be compelled to pay their Heriots till twelve months be 
“ over, efpecially if not able to pay before. A Woman, by the feventy fecond ^ 

* l Law is not to be compelled to Marry againft her will, nor fold, except j onta p 
<• the Man voluntarily will give fomething. The n&t confirms what lad been c.n Sjx. 

<< formerly emded. Concerning a Man’s leaving his Weapon at another Mans > i 
« Door and another’s making ill ufe of it. That which follows in like manner c . 74. Sax.. 

« confirms what was Law before , Concerning a Woman’s not being ac- 
« ce flbry to the Theft of her Husband. Firft, If a Man be convitted to have 1 
« brought ftoln Goods into his Houfe, it’s the fame thing asifheftole them • 

« but his Wife fliall not be accounted guilty of Theft, except ihe kept it un- 
“ der Lock and Key. Now the Wife ought to keep the Keys cf thefe things, 

« vi z . of the Store-houfe, of the Cheft of Cloths, afid her Coffer; m any of 
« w hich if lhe lock up any thing, fhe is to be accounted guilty of Theft. 

« Otherwife the Wife cannot hinder her Husband from bringing anything mto 
“ his Houfe. It was the cuftome ( fuch is the avarice of Men J for the Child 
« which lay in the Cradle, and never yet had eaten Meat, yea though it Was 
« afteep, to te accounted as guilty of this Crime as if it had had underltan- 
ding But I (faith the King) abfolutely forbid that , with Jtime other things that 
are odious to God Almighty. Here Mr. Soldi, demandeth if from, any other 
Fountain than this can be derived what Henry de Brdfton and cfpet Enghjk Law- glorum. 

\ers deliver, concerning a Man’s Wife being acceflory to his_Theft. ^ 

■ 147. The feventy filth Law “ Deprives him of Life andEftate, who’ either c-as-to. 

“ in an Expedition by Lind or Sea deferts his Lord, or his Fellow Souldier : c ^i§U. 
“ and in fuch cafe the Lord is to have back the Land he gave him ; or if it 

U'fl <; 
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Sect I 2. “ was Bocland it goes to the King. But in cafe any one dye in a Fight in the 
* “ prefence of his Lord, either at home or abroad, his Heriot (hall be remitted, 

“ and his Children fliall fucceed both to his Goods and Lands, and rightly di- 
“ vide them. The feventy fixth Gives him liberty that hath defended his Land, 

“ and cleared it from all doubts and incumbrances in the Sciregemoteor Coun- j or nai " pU 
“ ty Court, to poflefs it quietly while he lives, and to leave it to whom he 
“ pleafeth when he dies. The feventy feventh Gives liberty to every Man to c. 77 . Sax. 

“ Hunt in his own Grounds, but forbids all under penalty to meddle with the c - Io6 * 

“ King’s Game , efpecialiy in thole places which he had Fenced by privilege. 

By tliofe places thus privileged, he means thofe which 

afterwards the Normans called (a) Forefis, being Ground 00 A Latin, fins, line extais 
defart and woody, moft commonly expofed to the King’s Forejhere fro ptregimo, Saltus cuttm 
Wild Beafts or Deer, not fenced about with any Hedge or f ? a ~ 

Wall, but circumfcribed and privileged, as here he words Cer ^ j 
it, Fenced with certain Bounds, Laws, Immunities,. Ma- pal6j d.ftrarum (tabulum ? 

giflrates , Judges, Officers and Servants. Concerning 

thefe Forefls, lie publUhed Conftitutioos thirty four in , t)nJld 
(A) Number, which becaufe he mentions them not m Gloffar.voc.Fore/ia. 
this nor in any other of his Laws* feem to have been 
made afterwards. But the thirtieth Article is almoft the very fame with this 
Law, forbidding all to meddie with his Game, but permitting them to Hunt 
in their own Grounds, (c) yet without Chafe. Afterwards 

the Norman Kings made ftrange improvement of what he UtvJlt'msvYfaiM.'” qmaUs f>h ‘ ve ~ 
began, turning many Towns and Churches into Denns of 
Wild Beafts, with what fuccefs it’s neither pleafing nor 

feafonable for us here to relate. The feventy eighth Law C. 78. Sax. c. 109. apud JomaL 
“ requires, that Drinclean and other Offices of Service Drinclean * Sax. bpmc & lean 
“ due to Lords, be inviolably obferved. Mr. Lambard ftipendium, tributum, unde mftratium 
interprets this Drinclean, Honorary Gifts of Drink. It feems •*- j0ane - 

the fame with Scot ale, which was Ale wherewith Fellow- Scotale a Sax. j-cot (pains j-ccat) 
Yaflals joyning together were wont to entertain their fombolum & ale certvifia. 

Lords or their Stewards when they came to their Ma¬ 
nors. The feventy ninth Law revives the Law before , which will have c. 7 9. Sax. 

“ All enjoy perfect peace, and be free from all moleftation which go to, or 

“ return .from Gemotes or Publick Meetings ; as now they that are Members 
“ of Parliament. The eightieth and laft, in Confirmation of all thefe Law s c - 80. Sax. 

“ made by the King to be obferved by all his Subjects, upon any that fhall c j 0 ^2 afu 

“ break them, for the firft offence impofeth the value of his own head whe- 

“ ther he be Englifh or Dane ; for the fecond offence it doubles the punifh- 
“ ment; and for the third, deprives him of all his Fortunes. The King 
clofeth all with a very Religious Exhortation to Piety, and a Prayer. 

148. There are onely now remaining the Laws of King Edward the Con- 
feffour. Thefe we have not publilhed in the Saxon Tongue, nor as he fet them 
forth, but as they were afterwards confirmed by William the Conquerour, and 
as Tranfcribed by one who had lived in the Days cf Henry the Second, or 
after, w ho has interlaced them with things very much, fometimes Foreign to 
the purpofe, and with tales of King Arthur, ana other matters. At beft they 
are a Rhapfody of things, rather telling and explaining things what they an¬ 
ciently were, than exprefled in Legiflative manner ; but of fuch of them as make 
for our purpofe, C as feveral of them do } and give us light in the Difcovery 
of the ancient Polity or frame of Government of our Englijh Saxon Anceftours, 
if we have not already madeufe’of them, we lhall give the Reader an Account. 

To pafs thofe which are merely of Ecclefiaftical Concern¬ 
ment. The eleventh Law or Article tells US what Was "• DeDanegeldo, D.inegeUumrcJJni? 
the Original of Danegeld, declaring that The payment of it as P rt * us jlatu.ae t , *c. 

ivas appointed for Firates, which infefling the Countrey, ivaf- 

ted it to their utmojl power. Now for repreffing their Infolence, Danegeld was 
Danegeld laid appointed to be yearly paid, viz. twelve pence out of every Hide of Land througb- 
upon Hidei. ouf t j jg xh^tom % to hire thofe that Jhould refifi the Irruption of Firates. Here 
the Reader is to remember what we faid before concerning King Ethelreds 
raifing of this Money called Danegeld, that two forts of Payments are called 
by that Name, viz. that which upon occafion was railed to give the Danes 
wherewith to buy off their Hoftilities now and then as the cale required, and 
that other which was impofed for procuring Danijb Ships and Men to reftrain 
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the Irruptions and Infolencies of the Northern Rovers, the former Cf we faid Sc£t. I2 
was upon occafion, but this was Annual. As for the payment of the latter, me 
Cuftome was, according to the Laws of that Age, that the Richer fort mould be 
taxed according to the number of Hides, as is evident from Dodmfday Book, writ¬ 
ten in the time of King William the firft. Now as to the Rate, Maridnus Scotus, 

Hoveden, and TUrentius Wtgomienfis, all tell us that at that time whofoever poflefted 
three hundred and ten Cafatas or Hides of Land, was charged with the building 
of one Ship, and a Coat of Armour and an Helmet was impofed upon nine, or as 
Huntingdon and others upon eight; all being rated proportionably after this man¬ 
ner, who were owners of more or fewer Hides, or of part of an Hide. Hunting ;- 
don faith an Hide was fo much Land as could be Tilled with one Plough m one 
year. But others of the quantity of Hides determine otherwife. And indeed it 
was various according to the different Cuftoms of feveral Countries.. 

149. Some there are who write, that two Shillings were yearly laid upon eve- DialogusScac - 
ry Hide of Land for fuppreffion of thofe Pirates, fb that they make the pay- 
ment double to what is faid by this Law aferibed to King Edward. But as they # 
differ herein without any reafon ; fo do they with as little difcretion fet the 
yearly Tax at the rate of thirty eight thoufand Pounds ; as others do at thirty |Wck| ^ 
thoufand. For at what Rate foever that Tribute was paid to the King according iib . 2 , c . 
to the alteration of times, it appears for certain from our feveral Hiftones that the 
Stipends ufually allowed to thtDaniJh Fleet were fo uncertain, that they were 
fometimes higher, fometimes lower, as it could fcarcely otherwife happen, accor¬ 
ding to the number of Ships and Forces, that were neceflary for defence of the 
Realm. This payment being higher or lower as occafion ferved, was to be lure 
— paid till the year MLI,or the tenth of this King Edward the Confejfour. But then 

. — ■ “as Ingulphtu himfelf tells us, in regard that the Earth did not bring forth its 

“ fruits in fuch plenty as it was wont, but devoured many People by Famine, 

“ thoufands dying through fcarcity of Com and want of Bread, the Pious King 
« being moved with Companion towards the People, releafed that molt grievous 
« Tribute called Danegeld to all England {or ever. It is reported (faith. he} by 
“ feme, that this moft Religious King being brought by his Officers into the Trea- 
“ fury to fee the Danegeld that was colle&ed, and to take a view of fo vaft an 
“ heap of Trealure, ftood amazed at the firft fight, protefting that he beheld the 
« Devil dancing upon the heap of Money, and extremely rejoycing , whereup- 
“ on he immediately commanded it fhould be reftored to its former Owners, 

“ and would not keep any of lo cruel an Exadfcion, but remitted it for ever, 

“ viz. In the thirty eighth year after Swane King of Denmark commanded it to be 
w paid every year to his Navy, in the time of his Father Ethelred. So Ingutohus, 
with whom agree both Hoveden and Matthew of Weftminfler, that King Edward 
remitted it for ever. Yet whatever this good King might refolve or order, the 
Dialogue belonging to the Exchequer makes it to have been paid for fourteen years 
longer, till the time of the Conquerour j nay, during his Reign, and the Reigns 
of his Succeflours, when they either had or fufpe&ed a War with Foreigners. 

From Hovedenit appears, as well as from the Interpolatour of St. Edwards Laws, 
that it was paid to William Rufus and King Stephen, and from the AccomptsoFthe 
Exchequer, fometimes to Henry the fecond, after which it grew out of date, other 
Courfes being taken tofeower the Seas and defend the Kingdom, ofwhichweare 
not here to take notice. 

1 jo. The twelfth Article of St. Edward's Laws declares. That the Pf ac ‘°f tb f 
King is manyfold. As fometimes it's given by his own hand, which the Engutn ca 
Cyrungej- honbe tea]be $py)>. This was given to places and Perfons by way 01 Pri¬ 
vilege as to Churches or Churchmen within their own Walls, as appea^ by the 
League betwixt King Edward and Guthrun the Dane, in which if is termed J . 
hanb 5iuJ>. Another fort of Peace is on that day he is Crowned, which Ms eight Art. 1. 
days. That at Chriftmas, which holds alfo eight days , as alfo at the Eeafts of Ea- 
fter and Whitfontide. Another fort is given by his Brief or Utters. And another 
there is belonging to the four great High-ways, viz. Watling(lreet, Fofs, HieRenild- 
fireet, and Ermingfireet, whereof two are extended to the length, and two to the 
bredth of the Kingdom. Another yet there is of the. Rivers of note, which convey 
Provifions to Cities or Towns. Then doth this Writer declare the Forfeitures incur¬ 
red for breach of thefe feveral forts of the King’s Peace, as to which we refer the 
Reader to the Laws and Cuftoms already mentioned, as well as to what he here 
writes thereof; onely here mentioning this, that the Breach of the Kings Peace 
in thofe great High-ways and Rivers was punilhable in the greater AlIemMics^r 
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2t Courts of Judicature, but that in the letter Ways and Waters was fubjetft to the 

^ * Law of the County. The fourteenth declares, That Treafure found in the Earth x . 
is the Kings, except found in a Church or Church-yard j in this cafe if it be Gold 
it's all the Kings • tf Silver one half goes to him and another to the Church. 

151. The hlteenth treateth of Murther , and declares, That if any one ivas mur- j - 
the red, the Murtherer was wont to be enquired for in the Village or Town where the ' c 
Body was found. If he was difcover d, he was delivered up to the Kings Juftice with¬ 
in eight days after the Fall committed. In cafe he could not be found, a Month and 
a day was allowed for fearch after him, within which term, if he could not be found, 
forty fix Marks were gathered out of the Town, and if it was not able to pay fo 
much , what it could not the Hundred was liable to. But forafmuch as this payment 
could not be made in the Towns , and Inconveniencies arofe, the Barons took care that 
fix and forty Marks fhould be paid out of the Hundred, and being fealed up with 
the Seal of fome one Baron of the County, they were fent to the Treafurer, and by 
him kept fo fealed up for a Tear and a Day, within which time if the Murtherer 
was found out, upon his delivery to the Kings Juftice they were to be repayed; but 
in cafe within that time he could not be difcovered, then were the Kindred of the 
Murthered Tarty to have fix of the. Marks, and the King the other forty. If he had 
no Kindred his Lord was to receive it • and if no Lord his fworn and devoted Friend 
and Companion. If none of thefe there were, the King fhould have the whole Sum, 
all men living under his Peace and Prote ft ion. Now the fixteenth Article tells us, 16. 
that Murthers were found out and appointed (that is this way of difcovery and 
punilhing the Hundred if the Party could not be found) in the days of Cnute the 
Danifh King, who after he had gotten England and fetled it in Peace, at the requeft 
of the Englifh Barons fent back his Army into Denmark. Thefe Barons became 
Sureties to the King, that all that ftaid behind with him fhould in all things en¬ 
joy perfeft Peace. But in cafe an Engliihman killed any of them, if he could not 
clear himfelf by the Judgment of God, that is, by Water or Iron (meaning Or¬ 
deal) Juftice was to be executed upon him, And in cafe he efcaped. Payment was 
to be made as is aforefaid. 

iqz. That which made King Canute thus fearfull and cautious, was the me¬ 
mory of the Maflacre committed upon the Danes, during the Reign, and by the 
Command of King Ethelred. The fenfe of this made him keep an Army on 
foot along time, which forely oppreffing the People gave occafion to the Requeft 
of the Nobility, (the Norman Interpolatour calls them Barons) and to the ma¬ 
king of this Law. And when the Normans had conquered the Countrey, they 
Confcious to themfelves that from their ufage of the Natives, they could 
expedfc no better entertainment than what the Danes had received, made ufe of it 
for their own fafety. If a Norman was found flain, his death was more grievous¬ 
ly by far punifhed than that of an Englijkman j the onely mitigation of it was if 
the Englefcheria of him that was killed could be made out, that is, that he was 
an Englishman, and neither Dane nor Norman, nor any 

Stranger. Hence came this word Englefceria, Englecheria, Fi&itium Subjlantivum a Saxonic . 

or Engleceria to be ufed as the name of this Law. For, as ^nglirc. Anglicus. Jguafi Anglie- 
Brafton writes, when any one was killed it was prefumed tas vel Mtivitas -Anglica. 
he was a Frenchman, Nifi Englecheria, Le. quod Anglicus ft , 

probetur per parentes & coram Juftitiaris prafentetur. Except * de Bracton. L. 3. Tract. 1. 

his Englecheria, that is, that he was an Engliihman could be * 

proved by his Relations and prefented before the Juflices. 

But this Law was abrogated by the Statute of the Fourteenth 

of Edward theThird as Stanford writes, who delivers alfo PI. Cor. 1 . 1. c. z. 

that this Englecheria was an Inftitution of the Common 

Law, whereby you may take notice, faith Sir Henry Spel- Ex quo animadvert m bodiemos jurif- 
man, that our Modern Lawyers attribute that to the Com- mSS’jSS 

mon Law, whereot they can hnd neither beginning in their torum Voivmine deprehenderint. inGlojfar. 
Annals nor in their Book of Statutes. But according to this voc - Englecheria. 

Hiftory, and the Original of it, well enough doth Brafton 
define Murther to be the killing of a Man privately, none either being prefent, know¬ 
ing, hearing, or feeing. But Fleta feems befide the matter, faying, that it was 
not Murther except it was proved that the Party llain was Englifh and no Stran¬ 
ger, as Dr. Cowell underftands him, who rightly obferves, that at this day Mur¬ 
ther is otherwife to be defined, viz. by prepenfed malice, whether fecretly or openly, 
be the man what he will. 


Vide Brafton. L. 
c. 15. 


Ex quo animadvertai bodiemos furift 
confultos id tegi Communi tribuere, ctijus 
initium nec in Annalibus Juisnec in Statu - 
torum Voivmine deprehenderint. In Glojptr. 


133. The 


Chap. If. Contemp. withtheConflantinop.Rom.Empire. S t. Edward, 331 

' 1 c 3. The feventeenth Article concerning the Duty of the King;, and the Right Sedt. I2- 

and Appendices of the Kingdom of Britain, as alfo the Epiftle of EleutheriUs to 
Lucius King of Britain, favour fo much of the Interpolatour, that to him we leave 17. 

them. The eighteenth Declares the Kings Power by virtue of his Royal Dignity, 18. 

to pardon lofs of Life and Member , yet Jo as the Malefaftour make fatisfaftion » 
fuch as he hath injured, according to his power , and find fureties for his good be¬ 
haviour which if he doe not , he is to be banifhed. The nineteenth in like manner, 191 
Declares his Royal Prerogative to be fuch , that he may fet at liberty a Captive or 
Prifoner, whenever he comes in any City , Borough Caftle or Village, or if he meet 
him in the way , by his mere Word or Command. Tet fhall he that is fo fet at li¬ 
berty, make fatisfaftion to the injured Party. But a Murtherer, Jraytour, or one 
Guilty of like Crimes, although the King pardon him as to Life and Member, accor¬ 
ding to the Law, fhall in no wife flay in the Countrey , but fhall [wear that he will 
depart to the Sea Coaft within a Term fet him by the Juftice, and pafs over as foon 
as he can get the opportunity of a Ship and Wind. And in cafe any fuch be perjured 
and flay in the Land, any one as he meets them, may doe Juftice upon them. And 
if any one entertain fuch a Malefaftour for one fingle night, he fhall be fined in the 
higheft degree, according to the Laws of the Englifh or Danes ; for the fecond 
night he fhall pay double, and for the third be punifhed as an Affoaate and Alet- 
tour of Malefaftours. If fuch leave any Wives behind them, which by: the Kindred 
of the murthered Party , are accufed as confcious to, and partakers wtth their HuJ- 
bands in the Crimes committed , they fhall by Ordeal purge themfelves, by which if 
they make their Innocence appear, they fhall continue free with their Dowers and E- 
moluments they have by Marriage. As for their Children born or begotten, before 
the Commijfton of the Faft, they fhall neither be Outlawed, nor loofe their Inhen- 


i<4 The twenty feventh Article, gives leave to harbour a Stranger or Foreigner, 
whom in Englifh they termed Cu> -3 uncuj>. that is, known or unknown as a Gueft 
for two nights together: If within this fpace he tranfgrefs, he that harbour d him 
fhall not be anfwerable for him. But ij any one be injured , and complaint is made, 
that it was by the Counfel and Advice of him that lodged him , he fhall with two of 
his honeft Neighbours by Oath purge himfelf as to the Advice and Faft, or other- 
wife make fatisfaftion. But in cafe any one lodge a Stranger three nights, and he 
commit any offence , he (hall be anfwerable for him, as for oHe of his own Family, accor- spani^hc 
ding to the Englifh faying; two nights a Gueft, and the third night one of the Houfe. 5 e r u >pi& 
If he cannot Produce the Malefaftour, he fhall have allowed him a month and a day ^ni S hcasen 
doe it, within which time, if the Malefaftour be taken he (hall make fatisfaftion if ^7 
he can, and with corporal punijhment, if it be fo adjudged. If he cannot find him 
within that time, he fhall make compenfation for the lofs fuftained, and unaergoe the 
forfeiture, and if the Juftice have him fufpetted, fhall purge himfelf by the Tryal of 
the Hundred or Shire. The twenty eighth, wills that if any one bring any Cartel or 
Money into a Town, and fay he found them, before he bring them to bis don or any 
other mans Houfe, he carry them to the Church, and before the Prieft, the chief Of¬ 
ficer of the Town, and the better fort of Men declare all he found, whatever it be. 

Then fhall the Officer of the Town fend to the four next Towns adjoyning. for the 
Priefts and the Officers, who fhall br ing with them three or four of the Inhabitants of 
the heft note of each Town, before whom all that is found Jhall be produced and Jbewn. 

They being Witneffes, the Officer of the Town where the finder dwells , fhall keep the 
thing by him till the morrow, and then goe to the Governour of that Hundred, of 
which his Town is a Member , and to him he Jhall fl^w all. If it was found id tht 
Ground belonging to a Lord who hath not his Cuftomes or Privileges, vit. Sake and 
Soke, the Finder Jhall deliver all up to the Governour of the Hundred if he will 
receive it, with good witnefs. But if the Lord have fitch Privileges, he fhall be an¬ 
fwerable to himin his Court. „ „ , ..... 

Kf. The twenty ninth Article, Will have all Men know , that all Jews, where- ^ 

foever they are in the Kingdom, ought to be under the Kings Liege Protection , ana 
Safeguard, neither without his Licence can any of them put themfelves under any Rich 
Man. For the Jews and all theirs are the Kings. And in cafe any one detain therd 
or their money, the King jhall make enquiry if he pleafe of his own. The mirti- 30. 
eth ; gives warning to fuch as have the Kings Pecce, either by his Hand or his Let¬ 
ters, that they be faithjull to him ; as alfo that they trial neceffarily obferve, and 
Keep it inviolably towards all others, neither becaufe df this Protection, detain other 
Mens Rights , whether of thiir Lords or Neighbouri; forafmuch as he is not worthy 
of this Peace, that will not himfelf ftriftly obferve it. In cafe out of too much con* 

J Uo fi de » Qe 
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Sedt. 12 .fiance therein , he proudly injure any man, he Jhall make double compenfation for the 

lofs which the Englifh call Artjuhilthet. The thirty firft requires, that the Kings c 3 i. 
Peace, granted by his own Hand, that of the eight days of his Coronation, of the De E ™ nd *- 
Feafts lately mentioned, and the others granted by his Breve or Letters, if broken,* 1 ”*™'* 
have the fame way of pmifhment or forfeiture, and that by the greatefl way of tryal, 
had in the County where it was broken; as thus. In Danelaga, or after the Law of 
the Danes; by eighteen hundreds, which number makes up feven times twenty pounds 
and four: becauje the Danes had the forfeiture of the hundred; thofe of Norway 
had eight pounds, Therefore eight being multiplied by eighteen, make up an hundred 
and fourty four . And this was not done without caufe: For of thefe eight pounds, 
the King had an hundred Shillings, and the Conful f Earl he means ) of the Coun¬ 
ty fifty ■> behaving the third penny of forfeitures : But the Dean of the Bijhop in 
whofe Deanry the Peace was broken, the other ten remaining, the Peace of the King, 
viz. granted with his own Hand, that of his Coronation, and the Feafls abovefaid of 
Chriltmas, Eafter and Whitfontide. 

1 56. The thirty fixth Article direds that, if after a Man be Jlain as a Thief or c. 36. 

Robber, any complaint be made to the Juft ice, that the man was wrongfully put to De hunmhu. 

death, and lyes buried amongft Thieves, and fuch like Malefaflours, and offers to 
make it good, that he firft give fecurity for fo doing. “ Then lhall a month and 
“ a day he allowed him to bring together the Kindred of the dead man, of both 
“ forts, twelve by his Fathers fide, and fix by bis Mothers. In cafe thefe eigh- 
“ teen will take the matter upon them, together with him who firft complained 
“ and hath given fecurity, let every one of them give alfo fecurity with a Sword, 

“ and afterward find fureties, who lhall be able to pay his Were, in cafe they 
“ cannot make good what they have undertaken. Then muft he that killed the 
“ man give fecurity, and find fureties to ingage that he was juftly flain, and as 
a Thief juftly lyes, according to the Law amongft fuch Malefadours. And 

firft, he muft lliew m what Theft or Robbery, and how he was flain. If it 

“ appear that he was taken alive, let him name the Jufticeand Judge, and pro- 
“ duce his lawfull Witnefles out of the Neighbourhood, which Perfons, if they 
“ warrantize that Juftice was rightly done upon the man as a Thief, he that kil- 
“ led him lhall be acquitted: and thofe that made their complaint fliall forfeit 
“ their ingagement as to the Judges and Witnefles. But if they make it out 
. that . Iie wa s unjuftly flain, he that killed him lhall forfeit his obligation to the 
‘ Juftice of the Biiliop, and find fureties for doing what is right : then lhall the 
Juftice of the Bilhop ( his Officer he means) caufe a Procelfion to be made 
with a Pneft, habited in an Albe Maniple, and Stole, and Clerks in their Sur- 
phces, with Holy-water and a Crofs, the Candlefticks and Incenfe-pot, with 
Fire and Incenfe going before, and the Friends of the dead having taken his 
« P ut lt on a B j ere > and carry it to the Church, where Mafs being 

.. Jai d foj him, and other Rites performed, they lhall Inter him as becomes a * , 

Chriftian. Then within fixteen days, lhall he that killed him pay to the Bilhop An ‘ 
three forfeits. One for killing an honeft Man infteadof a Thief, another be- Jfffff 
caufe he Buried his (Chriftian) * Brother as a Thief; andthethird, becaufe Cmrcenr 
he gave fecurity to acquit himfelf but could not. 

. 1 S 7 - Tfie thirty feventh Article or Chapter, tells us that ,JP- 37- De vfurariis, vfurarios w. 
King Edward defended or prohibited Vfurers, forbidding d / end,t *£* Edwarjus. Normals hie 
them to remain in any part of his Kingdom. And if any was FrS ToTetare, tffhib"™Nofirafel 
convicted to have exacted Ztfury , he was to forfeit all his etiam Aiquibus in locis adtmc dicum, God 
Eft ate, and be outlaw'd. And you muft know that he . defend > P ra Deus vetet, God forbid, 
heard it faid in the Court Sf the French King, while he 
there fojourned, that Vfury was the root of all Vices. 

The next Article acquaints us,that in the lame Law allb was c. 3 8 * De empionibut five fidejuffi - 
prohibited the buying of quick Cattel, or ufed Cloth without ribut ’ quod An i! ic c dicitur faftetman- 
Jureties or good witneffes. If it was a thing of Gold or Sil- **' 
ver, or feemed fuch to be, it jhould not be bought without the teftimonyofGold- 
fmiths or Mint ers, who if they faw it belonged to the Church or Treafury, Jhould 
take care it were not done without fecurity. In cafe the feller could find no fureties, 
the thing with what belonged to it, Jhould be kept till his Lord came or fame other 
that would warrantize him. If any one bought any thing without thefe circumftances, 
he Jhould forfeit it, and otherwife be punijhed. Afterward the Juftice was to en¬ 
quire by the lawfull men and thofe of beft account in the Town, Village, or Hundred 
ivhere the buyer dwelt, of what manner of life he was, and whether ever he was 
charged with any other mifdemeanour. If it was affirmed that he was a Man of good 

repute. 


C. 38. De empttonibus five fidtjujfo- 
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repute, he Jhoull purge himfelf by the Judgment or Sentence of the County, that he Sedt. 12. 
knew not the feller to be guilty as to the jale, neither of any other crime, and if he 
could, Jhould tell who, and where he was: whereupon the Juftice Jhould enquire after 
him to bring hint to Tryal; and if he could not be found he fhould be outlaw d. Now 
the thirty ninth and laft, farther acquaints us, that whereas it is faid that Ho man bus &ma- 
fhould buy any quick Cattel without fureties; The Butchers of the Cities and Towns, c hccariis. 
whom the Englijh called Flejhmongers, made complaint that they every day ought 
to buy fuch Cattel, to kill and*lell them; forafmuch as in the death of Cattel, 
their life confifled. Moreover, the Citizens, Townfmen, and the multitude, cry- 
ed out for their Cuftoms, that about Martinmas,th&y were wont to buy Cattel iri 
the Market, to kill againft Chriftmas. Great murmuring was there amongft the 
People, by reafon of this Law. Wherefore I am of opinion, faith our Writer, 
that as in other Aflemblies, if the queftion had been put yea or nay , they would 
have anfwered the latter, and if you had been prefent, you Ihould have heard 
private murmurings,as well as clamours and noife of the tumultuous People.There- 
forethe King thought fit not to take away from them thefe Cuftoms that were 
juft and prudent; witnefles and confideration of the fellers, being of force in bar¬ 
gaining in the King’s Market. 

158. Thefe are they which bear the Name of the Laws of King Edward the 
Confeffour, together with fuch as we formerly mentioned in deferibing the Polity 
of our Englijh Saxons. But fuch as ([what we hinted before) are rather to be 
called Rhapibdies than Laws, being Notes or Comments made upon his Laws by 
feme Sciolus , feme pretender in the time of the Norman Kings. So that when 
the Reader hears the Laws of St. Edward fo much talked of, fo much conten¬ 
ded for, both by word and fword, after the Conqueft, he muft not underftand 
thefe to have been the Laws, which are onely feme feraps taken up and com¬ 
mented on in this manner. For indeed thefe Laws were faid to be the Laws of the 
Confeflour after the Norman Revolution, not becaufe he made or exadted, but 
obferved them, as the Monk of Malmesbury tells us. One of thofe that King 
Canute enabled, or rather revived with feme other circumftance, being in fub- 
ftance formerly ordained by King Aljred, commanding every one above twelve 
years old, to be entred into fame Century and Tithing, Bratton aferibes to this King, 
writing that this was enjoyned by the Law of Edward the Confeffour. So this Lib. 3. 
Interpolator or Noter himfelf tells you, that thofe Laws of St. Edward fo much Traa;i ' 
defired, and at length obtained from the Conqueror, were invented and corifti- 
tuted in the time of King Edgar, his Grandfather; but after his death they were 
laid afide for fixty eight years, during the Reigns of die fucceeding Princes. 

But after that King Edward came to the Crown by the Counfel of his Barons, he 
revived, repaired, adorned and confirmed this Law, and being confirmed, it was 
called the Law of King Edward, not that he firft invented it, but when it had 
been laid afide and quite forgot, from the time of his Grandfather Edgar; for the 
faid fpace of fixty eight years, becaufe it was juft and honeft, he drew it out of 
the deep pit of oblivion, renewed and delivered it to be obferved as his own. 

By thefe and other circumftances. We may gather that the Whole Body of thefe 
Laws we have recited, or all fuch of them as were approved by this King Ed- 
vaard, who was a Prince of great mildnefs and indulgence to his People, liich 
written Laws as were in force in his time, and fuch Cuftoms as had been all along 
obferved in the Saxon times, and ftill were kept on foot in his days, were after 
the Norman Conqueft, when the People fo earneftly contended for their Liber¬ 
ties, called by the Name of the Laws of St. Edward, thereby being indeed meant 
the Englijh Saxon Laws , which received denomination from him, being iri eifebfc 
the lalt King of that Race, and one whofe memory the People reverenced and 
prefer ved in anefpecial manner, for the great Reputation he had got of Sandtity, 
and the gentlenefs of his Difpofition. 

159. Now after the Norman Conqueft what alteration was made in thofe ancient 
Laws and Cuftoms, by introducing the Norman way of Fees, and other matters 
out of that Countrey^as alfo after the ftrugling of the BarOrtsJiow far Magpta Chartd 
and the Commm Law were the iflue and produdfc of thefe Englijh ■Saxon Laws and 
Cuftoms is not our Work, efpecially now to enquire, left we Ihould ^exceed the 
Bounds of our prefent Period, and feem to thruft our fickle into the Corn of o- 
ther Men. But this would better be done, by digefting thefe Saxon Laws into a 
Methodical Body under certain Heads, which feems not very hard to. bh aceom- 
plifeed. For thefe Laws it’s more than time we difmils them, having already 
committed an Extravagance, being carried farther than the general Nature of our 

Defign 
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SeA. 12, Defign permits, and not to be pra&ifed as to other Nations, but that the defire 
sof giving the Reader the moft ample Knowledge of his own Countrey, that we 
couldj hath tranfported us. So fcant are our Hmories of thofe times, that had it 
not been for thefe Laws, very little of the Polity of our Anceftours could have been 
difcoveredjand thence it is no wonder, if fometimes we meet in them feveral things 
that are obfcure, or at this diftance not perfectly to be underftood. For the mam 
they do very much contribute to the Knowledge of the Saxon Antiquity, the 
Nature of the Government with the State of thole times, and the humour and 
temper of the People, matters of the greateft confequence in things Hiftorical. 
By the Nature and Force of the Medicine, a skilfull man will know both the kind 
and violence of the Difeafe, Puniihments, Cenfures and Cautions are the Medi- 
Sfeftiice. cines which are prefcribed in the Laws. By the general Current of thefe Laws, 
which run againft Theft for prevention both by Suretylhip and Puniihments, as 
we hinted before, the general Inclination of the People to that vice may be dis¬ 
covered. But whereas the Theft moft aimed at by the Laws is that of Cattel, 
and fuch care is taken for purfuing them when ftold, this thereby is hinted to us, 
that the Wealth of our Saxon Anceftours, as of the Ancients chiefly and princi- 
Jfih YSSitb P all y confifted in Cattel, Gold and Silver with other Goods or Houffiold fluff 
Saxon,. of price and value, being not fo ordinary in thefe days, nor feme Ages after 
as in fucceeding times. Therefore were Rents formerly paid in kind, and our 
Kings themfelves were fo paid till the time of Henry the Second, who changed 
the Cuftome. And in the writings of thofe Saxon and later times by the word 
Fecunia , quick Goods or Cattel are often meant, which are for explication ex- 
prefled, fometimes by Viva Pecunia. And from their Heads or Capita r, was fra¬ 
med the word Capital , Capitate , Captale , Capitalia , which flgnified Goods mo¬ 
veable or immoveable, fometimes Pledges and the Price and Value of things, and 
what we Englijb now term Catalla and Chattels; but originally Beafts or quick 
Goods. But of the Saxon Laws fo much, from the Knowledge of which as we 
faid very much benefit may be reaped, though we go no farther than to thofe 
publilhed by Mr. Lambard, thofe being fufficient if not more than fufficient to 
our Defign. 

subfidiea^Re- , ^ 6o ‘ We have feen the Polity or Government of the Englijb Saxons much by 
venues and * f “ eir a °d otherwife, for the maintenance and fupport whereof, we muft 
Profit* of the admoniih the Reader to take notice what Revenues and Profits the Kings enjoyed. 
Kmgs. Befides their own Demefii-Lands, he may obferve how much came to them by 

Danegdd. the way of Multfts, fo frequently occurring in die Laws. Then for Danegeld 
that much money they received yearly from the People. And for military Ex¬ 
peditions both by Sea and Land, they levied much money of the People, which 
HeregeU. they called Heregeld. By Doomfday Book , (which Book befides the knowledge and 
t tj e Provinces, contains very many Cuftoms in ufe amongft the 
money!* 1100 ” Saxons) it appears that feveral Towns contributed by prefcription 

toward Naval Preparations. As to inftance in fbme. It was a Cuftome at War¬ 
wick > if the King went by Sea againft his Enemies; to fend him either four Boat- 
fwanes ( Sea Souldiers or Mariners ) or elfe four pounds in money. And the 
City of Exeter , when he made any expedition by Land or Sea, ferved after the 
Rate of five Hides of Land. The three Towns of Barnejtable 7 Lydeford and Tot- 
nes, paid afmuch as Exeter alone. The City of Glocejler paid fix and thirty 
Dicres of Iron, and an Hundred Iron Rods fitted to make Nails for the King’s 
Ships. Leicefler , if the King went againft his Enemies by Sea, fent him four 
Horfes to London for conveyance of Arms or other Neceflaries. At Lewes in Suf- 
fex 7 King Edward the Confeflour had an hundred and twenty feven Burghers at 
his fervice, who if the King went not himfelf in Perfbn, but fent others to guard 
the Sea, collected twenty lhillings of every man of what Countrey foever he 
were, and provided men who were to look to the Arms on fhiplx>ard. More¬ 
over Colchefter paid out of every Houfe that was able fix pence a year for main¬ 
tenance of the King’s Souldiers, upon an expedition by Sea or Land. 

i6i. Some places held many Privileges by way of fervice, as Torkfey , a Town 
of Lincolnjbire upon the Trent 7 wherein before the Conqueft were numbred two 
Hundred Burghefles, enjoyed many on this condition, that they fhould tranfport 
the King’s Ambafladours, whenfoever they came this way in their own Barges 
along that River, and condudt them as far as Tork. From this feme furvey of 
England , fufficiently is evident that moft eminent Towns paid money to the King 
upon feveral accounts, and fometimes to the Earl or Alderman of the Shire. As 
for the later way of Subfidies, we muft fay with a Learned man that we cannot 

find 


Contribution 

money. 
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find that the Saxon Kings had any colle&ed after the modern manner. But they Se< 5 t V 
had many Cuftoms whereby they levied money of the People, or perfonal fer- 
vice as we have already faid, and toward the Budding and repairing of Cities, Jgyjgg,, 
Caftles and Bridges (as we have feen in their Laws) which they called Burgbbote 
and Brigbote. The Danegeld being impofed upon Hides of Land, it was after¬ 
wards called Hiiagium, , and this Name remained afterward upon all Taxes and 
Subfidies impofed upon Lands, for money was alfo impofed upon Cattel, but then 
Hormg'ld it was called Hornegeld. When the Normans came m they called both thefe forcs, 
and other f omet i mes according to the Latin and Greek word Taxes ; and fometimes according 
to their own word Tallagium from tallier to cut or divide and fometimes accor¬ 
ding to the word ufual beyond the Seas, Auxilia and Subfidta. .he Conque- 
rour had thefe kinds of Taxes , and made a Law for the manner of levying 

Their Cuf- Of their Polity and Laws we have faid enough. Their Cuftoms as of all 

ton*. other Nations, partly proceeded from their Laws and Polity, or were adjuncts 
Difpofitions. of them, and partly from their natural Difpofitions and 'Temper!s. Their Difl 
pofition, as we formerly Ihewed, was very fierce and warlike before Prosperity and 
Idlenefs betrayed them to effeminate Courfes. By the conftitution of their Go¬ 
vernment, they were to appear all once a year in Arms, which gave oc calion 
to the Maflacre of the Danes in the time of Ethelred. , which cultome rendred 
Experience t h em expert and valiant by way of ufe and exercife. But a natural Courage 
and courage. th required in their Children while yet but Infants, and as the Eagle is faid 
to tty her young ones by letting their Eyes and Faces againft the Sun, fo thofe 
of Eaft England tried the Magnanimity and Courage of their Babes by another 
The trial of Experiment though of amore ordinary and homely Nature. “They were wont 
it in their in- “ t o fet them uponthe thatcht fides of their Houfes, and foch of them as \\ ere a 
fants. « fraid anc j hung timoroufly or cried for fear of falling, they pronounced would 

“ be pufillanimous and Cowards; but fuch as laid faft hold of the Straw, clung faft 
“ to the Thatch, and fearlefs would endeavour to fecure themfelves, with great 
« Acclamation they preditfted, that they would be Stoutheres, as their term was, 

“ or valiant,magnanimous or courageous Lords. . . _ - 

Their compu- 1 62. The ordinary way of their Reckoning or Suppuration of times was by 

tation of time. "Winters poflibly for thisreafon at firft in barbarous times, becaufe the memory 
of Iharp’ and fevere weather, as of all other things which fmart, make a ftronger 
impreffion in the memory. And as they preferred Winter before Summa in their 
Reckoning, fo alfo Night before Day, which cuftome we ftill retam ufing thefe 
words, ^Sennight and Fortnight fox Seven Nights find Fourteen Nights more ufually 
than feven days,or fourteen days,even as Tacitus writes of the old their way Nec iimm 

T . . nf PnmouratiorL Their year was two fold, natural and civil. Their natural year nutnerumue 

^“XXot ^tLr Nations by the Sup, but the Moon, beginning it-^f 
when Ihe was at the fuU after the Autumnal iEquino&ial, when the greateft^ 

Tides ufually fall out, and hence this Month they called by the Name of Win¬ 
ter filleth. For the Reader muft know, that their twelve Months they equally 
denominated j fix from Summer and fix from Winter,, butbegan the year with 
the firft winter Month, which they accounted Ottober to be, for 111 thedays of 
Beda the Autumnal Full-moon fell in this Month, and thereupon the beginning 
of the Saxon year was fetcht from thence, although Pofterity to fix it at fome 
certain and remarkeable time, feded themfelves upon ^ Michaelmas D&y, a Day m 
obferved as the beginning of the year, both as to Officers, and the letung and 
hiring of Grounds the Fruits of the foregoing Year being nowgath^ in, and 
feed time arrived for the following ) in many if not molt places of the Land. 

The Civil year they derived from the five and twentieth of December or^Chrtjl- Beda. 
mas Day, the Night whereof they termed Modranett or the Night of Mothers, 
from fome Ceremonies by Matrons then ufed, and whereas they thus began the 
year before their converfion to Chriftianity, we may imagine it was out o re- 
to the winter Solftice or the Full-moon thereof, for in the Days of Julius 

Their Months ^164. As their Years fo their Months were either Civil or Lunary. The later 
and the Names f ort were thirteen in Number, for every year. The former were twelve for 
of them. t } iree or di n a r y years together, and in the fourth a thirteenth was added by way of 

Embolifm and placed at the end of Summer; but by thefe muft alfo, whatever 
Beda and others write, be meant Lunary Months; for had either a folar or 
lunar Month been added to a civil or folar Year, the year would thereby have 
fwollen to three hundred ninety five, or three hundred ninety three days, which 
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Scdt. 12 would wonderfully have perplexed the feries of times. Now to come to the 
• Names of their Months, and begin with thefirfl Circle, or thofe of Winter - we 
are told by Verftegan, that their Month anfwering to Septemler , they called Gerft 
” >0 f at fr on J. Barley, which by that Month commonly yielded was anciently cal¬ 
led Gerft, the later Name of Barley, being given unto it by reafon of the drink 
therewith made, called Beer, and from Beerleyb it came to be Bsrleyb, and fo 
Barley. But not with Banding what this Authour writes, 

yet in our ancient Saxon Monuments ordinarily, this Grain Beretun hodie Barton view Har¬ 

is called Bere, and thence leveral Names of Places derived. »*' l Berea,ic k'«ei Barwici^ Bereham alias 
and fo indeed from the Grain the Name came to be tranfr Murmur Grange. 


lerred to the Liquour, as from the place of growth to the grain it felf, for Ba- 
reley or Bereleyb , fignifies the Ley or Ground where the grain of Bere did grow. 

September was otherwife called alfo Haligemonat. That which anfwered to Otto- 
terh ad the Name of Wynmonat, for albeit they had not anciently Wines made 
m Germany, yet at this feafon they received them from the Countries adjoining 
But, as we faid before, this Month they alfo called Winter filleth. That we 
^November, they termed Wintmonat or Windmonth, it being then the Cuftome 
of Mariners to fhrowd themfelves at home till bartering March was over, but 
wherefoever Verftegan picked this up we have it from better Teftimony, that 
this Month was called Blotmonath or the Month of Immolations, becaufe fuch 
Cartel as were to be facrificed they now devoted to their Gods. He tells us 
larther, that December had his due appellation given him in the Name of Win¬ 
ter monat, or Winter month, but that after the Saxons received Chriftianity they 
then out of devotion to the birth-time of Chrift termed it by the Name of He- ^ . 
ligmonat or Holy month. But Bee/a writes that our Saxons called December Ppa 

by the Name of Firft Giuli, as January by that of Later Giuli, for thefe Names £e na a renl 
were taken from the turning of the Sun, in refpect to which December precedes & hoc * r°- 
January, though ordinarily accounted the laft of all. Hence came the Feaft of ol&en redd*- 
the Nativity or Chriftmas, happening at this time to be called Geol, as it is by " r f itu ™ 
King Alfred\ and in the Northern parts of England, as well as in Scotland, the tZ ytldT:* 
G being turned into T as is ufual, it is yet known by the Name of Teol or TouLfic idem fit 
as by the Danes it is termed Jul. nuod res iff* 

*IK@-feu ■cerfatilis quid Sol jam ad autumnale delajfius fe in auftrum fid lev at ,, -bide Sptlm. Glojfi de AnmSaxlman. 


itfy. But to take along with us what Verftegan, writes of each Month, 
he tells us that January was called Wolfe monat ox Wolfe month, becaufe People 
are wont always in that Month to be in more danger to be devoured of Wolves 
than in any feafon elfe of the year,- for that through the extremity of Cold 
and Snow, thofe Ravenous Creatures could not find of other Beafts fufficient to 
feed upon. Concerning February he adds, that they called it Sprout Kele, by 
Kele meaning the Kelexourt, which we now call Colewurt, the greateft Pot-wurt 
in time long pad that our Anceftours ufed, and the Broth made therewith was 
thereof alfo called Kele. For before we borrowed from the French the Name of 
Potage, and that of Herb, the one in our own Language was called Kele, and 
the other Wurt : and as this Kele-wurt, or Potage-herb, was the chief Winter 
Wurt for the fuftenance of the Husbandman, fo was it the firft Herb that in this 
Month began to yield out wholfome young Sprouts, and confequently gave there¬ 
to the Name of Sprout-kele. But from Beda we are allured that the Old Saxons 
called February by the Name of Solmonath, as the Month of Cakes, which in it they 
offered to their Gods. The word Saoul indeed of Old to the Teutonick Nations 
fignified Meat, and ftill it is ufed in the French Language for one who is 
filled with Meat, or efpecially Drink. But here Beda interprets it of Cakes, 
which the Idolatrous Jews are faid to have Offered to the Queen of Heaven, ferm. 7. if. 
probably the Sun, which in the Hebrew is of the Feminine Gender. And the Ger¬ 
mans (as Tacitus witnefleth) Worfhipped alfo the Sun, and ftill ufe the fame Gender. 

166. Thefe were the Months belonging to the Winter Courfe. Of thofe of 
the Summer Semicycle the firft was that anfwering to March, which (as Ver¬ 
ftegan fays) they called Lentt-monat, or according to our prefent Orthography 
Length-month, becaufe at this Seafon the Days firft begin in length to exceed 
the Nights. This Month being by our Anceftours lb called when they recei¬ 
ved Chriftianity, and confequently therewith the Ancient Cuftome of Falling, 
they called this Chief time of Fading the Fall of Lent, becaufe of the Lent? 
rnonat, whereon the greateft part of the Duration of this Falling always fell, and 
hereof it cometh that we now call it Lent, it being rather the Fall of Lent, 

though 
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though the former Name of Lenlt monat be long fince loft, and the Name of 
March borrowed inftead thereof. But though (as he writes) this Name be loft 
long fince, yet there’s another mentioned by Beda, which having a more an¬ 
cient Original, feems alfo to have ccafed long before it. For the Saxons 
(as he witnefleth ) termed this Month by the Name of Read monath, from 
their Goddefs Rfxda, to which they Sacrificed at this time of the year. What 
Goddefs this was, neither Tacitus, nor Ccefat, nor Diodorus do tell us ; but the 
Saxon word /Wfignifying Council, probable it is Ihe thence received the Name, 
that as (Tacitus writes) the Germans were wont to Confult at the beginning 
or Full of the Moon, and confequently at the Full Moon of this Month, held 
their great Confultations for the year enfuing. For fas Sir Henry Spelman 
well obferves) Pliny demonftrate$ the Moon to be moft potent at the Equinoc¬ 
tials, and therefore March and Septemler have been efteemed as molt fit forfucH 

Confultations. , ,. , , 

167. To the Month of April anfwered that which they called by the Name 
of Ofter or Eofter monath, from their Goddefs Eoftre, as moft write, whole Fefti- 
val they now obferved. Some call her Goiter, and yet Ihe was fuppofed 
to caufe the Winds (which by ancient Obfervations were found in this Month) 
moft commonly to blow from the Eaft. Now Eaft in the Teutonick vs Oft- 
as Oft end, which rightly in Engli/b is Eaftend, hath that Name for the Eallern 
fituation of it, as to the Ships it appears which through the narrow Seas come 
from the Weft j fo that Ofter feems the true writing, and Gofter to have crept 
in by way of miftake. But by a prophane Cuftome hath this Heathemlh Name 
been applied to the moft facred Feftival of Chriftianity, fo hard is it to oblite¬ 
rate old Manners and Habits; though feme there have been who interpret the 
word concerning the Refurrection, and thence in the Teutonick call it Cogent, 
which fome ancient Copies of Beda do favour, calling it Cofttir, and not Eofter. 
But in Saxony the Feaft is called OJlern at this prefent, which hath near affinity 
with ours and their Ofter Monath. The pleafant Month of May they termed by 
the Name of Trimilki, becaufe in that Month they began to milk their Kme 
three times a day, fuch being it feems of old the fertility of Britain, or of Ger¬ 
many, out of which this Nation came into the Ifland, though no fuch fruitful- 
liefs now appears in either Countrey that we know of However on the eighth 
day of this Month Beda placeth the beginning of Summer. To June (as Ver¬ 
ftegan will have it) they gave the Name of Weyd Monat, becaufe their Beafts 
did then Weyd in the Meadows, that is to fay, go to feed there. For a Meadow 
in the Teutonick is called a Weyd, and of Weyd we yet retain our word Wade, 
which we underfland of going through watery places, fuch as Meadowsare wont 
to be. But Beda writes, that June in Saxon was called Erralida, Lida fignify- 
ing fair ox navigable, as the Sealon is pleafant and fit for Navigation both in 
June and July, whereupon June they termed Lida Era or Lida the firft, and 
July Lida after or Lida the fecond. Verftegan writes, that July was called 
Hen Monat or Hay Monat , that is to fay, Hay Month, becaufe therein they ufu- 
ally Mowed and made their Hay-harveft. And Auguft they termed Am Monat, or 
more rightly Barn Monat, intending thereby the then filling of their Barns with 
Corn. But from Beda it appears, that Auguft in Saxon was called Weod, ox 
Wend Monat (not Wenden Monath, as fome Copies corruptly have it) from Cockle, 
which then doth moft abound. He ufes Cockle as a fpecies to exprefs the genus, 
for which the Latin Tongue hath no proper word ; but the Saxon fully expref- 
feth it by that of Weod, as we ftill at this day by Weeds, thereby figmfying all 
forts of harmfull or unprofitable Herbs. 

168. To this Account of the Saxon Months and Year, we mall tinely add 
fome Cuftoms which we cannot but obferve out of Ingulphus, and fo difmifs 
this almoft tedious Subject. Firft he tells us it was the Cuftome of the Englijh, 
that when any one was to be Confecrated to Warfare, the Evening preceding 
the day of his Confecratiori he ffiould confefs his Sins with Contrition and 
Compunction, to a Bifhop, Abbat, or fome Monk or Prieft; by whom being 
Abfolved, he ihould continue in the Church all night, giving himielf to Pray¬ 
er, Devotion and Affliction. On the Morrow, being about to hear Mals,^ lie 
ihould Offer his Sword upon the Altar, which being Blefied, alter the Gof- 
pel, the Prieft Ihould put about the Neck of the Souldier with his Benediction: 
then having, communicated, he Ihould be accounted and ..... 

remain a lawfull Souldier. This cuftome of Confecrating ^NctmaLi abaminanm 
a Souldier (Miles he terms him) the Normans afterward legitimwn, &c. p. 901. 

X x abomi- 
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abominated, not accounting fuch an one a lawfull Soul- 
dier, but a dull and heavy Knight, a degenerate Citizen. 

But faith Ingulf hus , not onely this , but Other cuftoms Hie omnino difiingutnclum inter aferip. 
they changed. For the Englifh way of making Writings tioneminmilitiam honor an am & vuiga- 
of Contras, which till the time it King ilWwere T 

wont to be confirmed by the Subfcriptions of credible wi conduaioncm nuda jbiummrdo in ta- 
Perfons, together with the iliape of Golden Crofles, and b " las c »fcriptio. Ad altenut 

other facred Manners of Signature, the Normans con- Menda ' 

demning, gave to thefe Chirographa the Name of Charts , 
and confirmed thefe Charts by impreflions of Wax made by each one s particu¬ 
lar Seal, and the Atteftation of three or four Witnelles prefent at the Adion. ’ 

At firft many Pofteffions were palled over by word of Mouth alone without 
Lands. & Scrip or Scroll, onely with the Sword, the Helmet, the Horn or Cup of the 
Owner: many Tenements with a Spur, or Bow, and fome with an Arrow. 

This was tire Cuftome at the firft coming in of the Conquerour, which lhortly 
after was abfolutely changed. After this, he writes , how the Normans abo¬ 
minated Englijh Men, and drove them from all Dignities. He adds, that they 
fo abominated their Language, that the Laws of the Land, and the Ordinan¬ 
ces of the Englijh Kings were handled in the French Tongue, and to Children 
at School were the Rudiments of Grammar explained not in Englijh , but in French , 
and the Englijh manner of Writing being laid afide, the French mode was intro¬ 
duced in all Charts and Books. 

169. What Ingulphus , as to the Cuftome of the Englijh Saxons calls Chirographa, 
and after the coming of the Normans, Charts or Charters ; after the Decay of 
the Roman Empire, under the Emperours themfelves, and the Kings <?f the Goths 
and Lombards , went under the Name of Epijlles , and by this Name all mat¬ 
ters of Conveyance and Contrad were tranfaded. Their ftyle is turgid, af- 
feded and not befeeming Majefty, as fufliciently appears from thofe of Cajfiodorus. 

Some of our prefent Charts or Deeds ftill retain the Form of an Epiftle, as thus. 

To All Chrijlian People to whom thefe Prefents Jhall come greeting. Know ye, &c. 

And the King in conferring honours, and other matters, ftill follows this Form. 

To AH Arcbbijhops , Dukes, Earls , Bijhops, Barons , &c. The Ancients had as ma¬ 
ny forts of Epiftles as we have of Charters, or more ,* as for Adoption, Donation, 

Conceflicn, Confirmation, and many other, as may be feen fufliciently in Mar- 

Their man- culfus. As to the manner of the Englijh Writing, though our Authour fays it 
n r e 01 vv n. was nevv arK j t ] le French brought in at the time of the Conqueft, yet 

t,ns ‘ toward the end of his Hiftory he tells us, that the Saxon Hand was ufed by all Mums ete- 

Saxons and Mercians till the time of King Alfred, but he being very well inftruc- Saxonica 
ted in Learning by French Teachers, though before his time it was ufed in all saxZibus’tS 
Writings, by degrees grew out of Efteem, and the French Hand as more legible and Merciis ufque 
pleafant, began to be pradifed by the Englijh. Therefore he allures us, that 
the Charters granted to his Monaftery by King Ethellald , and all the ancient gfp.jiL ’ 
Kings were written in the Saxon Hand alone ; but thofe of Edred and Edgar 
were written double, both with Saxon and French Charaders. 

170. It appears therefore from all that Ingulphus fays upon this Subjed laid 
together, that from King Alfreds time the Saxon Charaders were not fo much 
ufed as formerly, but not abolillied, as appears from very many Monuments 
yet extant afwell of Civil as Ecclefiaftical concernment (whereof fome in the 
Latin Tongue it felf) all written after the time of King Alfred, and to be feen 
both in the publick Library of the Univerfity of Cambridge , and the private or 
inner Library of Corpus Chrijli College. Nay, notwithstanding what the Con¬ 
querour and the other Norman Kings could doe, both Language and Charader 
continued in ufe, thofe things being carried by the Multitude notwithftartding all 
oppofition. Therefore as this fame Ingulphus writes in another place (at the 
very end of his Hiftory) as to the Language William the Conquerour was for¬ 
ced to commend to his Juftices the Laws of Edward the Confeflour in the 
Idiome they were written, left any one by ignorance ihould offend againft them. AttuU 
And as for the Charader, it fo long continued, that our Antique Hands of Court vitemscurr.de 

Lcndoniis in 

vieum monqj- 

terium leges aquiff.mi Eegis Edwards, quas Dominus meus incljtus Rgx Willielmus autkenticas effe & perpetuus, per totum 
ffegnum Anglia tnviolalnlitcr tencndasfubpeenisgravifftmisproclamarat, ££ fais ’jujlitiariis ctmtnendarat, ccdem idinmts 
quo editee Jnnt ; tic per ignoramiatn comingat nos vel nojlros aliquando in mfirum grave periculnm cctirraire & effendere mfl 
temerario Eegiam Majeftatem, ac incjus cenfuras rigidiffimas improvidum pedem ferre comentas fepius. in eifdem , hoew'dr- 
Ita eland it hijloriatnjtiam (J videtur hie leges Edwardi injeruijje qua dejimt. 
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and Chancery owe. to it their Original, however now altered by continuance Secft/ 12* 
of time. Publick Infcriptions alfo were made in thefe Charaders as appears bv s^-~v~C 
the Names of Kings and Noblemen in golden Letters written about the Wall of 
the Abby Church of Wejlminjler. The Infcriptions alfo of Coins, whatever the 
Conquerour and his Norman Succeffburs did, continued ordinarily -in thelcC Harac- 
• ters, even till the time of Queen Mary, although fome.of King Edward I have al¬ 
io beheld,, with the Roman Charaders. And this is obfcrvabJe that tiibfe-.SW.xw* 
Charaders. were borrowed by the Irifb, feveral moft ancient Books of which Na¬ 
tion are found written therewith, though in their own Language as I have leen. 

And not long ftnee if not at prefent, although they retained the lerife of their 
own words and their own way of pronunciation, yet; in writing they ufed the. 

Saxon Letters. That this Communication firft happened, when ih the Infancy of 
the Englijh Saxen Church there was great entercourfe betwixt the Religious and 
Learned Perfons of both the Scotch and Englifh Nations, is moft probable". But it 
leems more confirm’d after that in the days of Henry theSbcond thetEngl/Jhient 

their Cpllonies into that lfland; - i. ' 

171. Of the Original, Nature andProgrefsof the Englijh Saxon T!ohgpe,:n6\v 
it remains in the lalfc place that wc lhould fpeak, if we did not daily bxped dri en¬ 
tire Treatife upon this Subjed, which we cannot but promile to our felves to be 
very exquifite if we may judge from that very learned Preface to it already pub- 
The Antiquity lilhed. This Language is of the fame Antiquity with the whole Teutonick, hejno a 
of their Lan- Language carried by the Colony into Ajta, and brought back again by jfC$eit, mot 
S u *ge. fetch’d and derived from the Greek, as fome by realbn of fome Correfpondence 
do imagine, though the nearnels of the People brought back by Woden to the 
Greeks in Afia and Thrace, might procure fome Communication of Words, a 
Language which looks as old as any that arofe from the confufion of Babel, that 
we may not with others carry the Original higher up. A Dialed of the Teuto- 
nick it is, to which the moft ancient German Records bear moft refemblance, which 
hath fuffered moft impairment from Brethren, who having firft loft their own 
Native Language, another Branch of the fame ftock, could not be fatisfied with¬ 
out-endeavouring to aboliih this alfo where they found it unmixt with their af- 
fedations. For the greateft alteration made in it hath been by Normans and 
French, both which People were Teutonick , and before they loft them in Gall 
lpake but different Dialeds of the lame Tongue. Take but away French and 
Latin Mixtures, and what thou, fpcakeft>_ Reader, is ftill a part of this- Saxon 
Language, elpecially the iliorteft Words and Monofyllables. By thefe Mixtures 
thou haft loft Multitudes of fuch Words, and now fpeakeft by Circumlocution, 
what thou mightell have exprefled with much more brevity; but it’s well if ftill 
thou purfueft: not this humour of Innovation in thy Speech, and thinkeft every 
Feather very gay onely becaufe it is not thine own. If Latin and French lhouJd 
each take their own, how naked wouldft thou appear where thou haft ftript thy 
ftnooth* and °* t ^^ ne own Plumes. As this Language whereof we fpeak was Copious, 

° ‘ fo not harih in its pronunciation, not fo harih as other Dialeds of the Teuto¬ 
nick, as the Low Dutch, which bears great affinity to it, but in pronunciation is 
more rough and full. Where the Dutch both high and low ufe the d, we ufe the 
th, as for dat that, dunder thunder, dincke thinke, dicke thicke, and many more; 
a motion of our Tongue not eafie by them to be attained. So where they write 
the v Confonant we make ufe of the /, as to inftance in a word which hits both 
* Particulars, for their Nader we fay and write Father, for their vor we lay for - 
and Inftancesofthis nature might be infinite. 

171. In comparing our ancient Englijh Saxon with that remainder of it we 
whh^and- now fp ea k- 1 cannot yet but take notice of one thing, wherein Time hath done 
ent Teutonick. fome fervice, in lopping off* fome Superfluities with which the Dutch Tongues do 
ftill abound. In the Saxon , Be fometimes, but moft commonly Ge prefixed be¬ 
fore Verbs, Verbals, the Preterperfedenfe of Verbs, and the Participles of the 
Preterperfedenfe is fuperfluous, being that we call incoeptivum augmentum, or 
Syllabicum, or merely Expletive, as y and i have more lately been, efpecially with 
our Poets, for the increafmg of Syllables, as vnycleped, ywritten, ybroken, and the 
like. The Low Dutch according to their ufual manner of pronouncing with Af- 
piration, ufe to put an h to it and lb make it ghe. Inftances in this kind were al¬ 
io infinite; but for a few Becoapan they ufed for Ceapan or to fell, Beclcemed for 
cleamed or gleued, Beclanfed lor cleanfed, Becleaped for called ; Geboad Rrayer, 

Gebletfud blefjed, Gebode bidden , Gecind kindred, Gedon done, Gejeoht fight, Gehird 
heard. Gemote to meet, Ge plantud planted, Gewrit writing, Gewitnefs witnefs, and 
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. ^ ie y? e have now quite left off the Ge, and wliere we retain this Augment 
1 * lt in * s We fay ^ or Geleafe belief Gecomen become , fo we flail fav 

bejpeak bethought •, and feveral others. It were tedious here to make Obfervati- 
ons of other Alterations introduced by time and foreign Commerce, and not hard 
to trace them down by degrees tofuch as underftand the Saxon Tongue, and are 
converfant in the Writings of Chaucer , Lie/gate and others that wrote nearer to the ’ 

Conqueit. An entire Volume of this might be made, and the Readerinabufinefs 
of his own Countrey may himfelf takefome pains or expe& an account from the 
Learned Authour of the Original of the Englijh Nation. I ihall now onely far- 
ther obleiwe that the Conquerour took not lo much care to deftroy this Language 
ft 1 3! s ?v5’ n -Anceftours fpake for the fubftance before they came into France•) i» fi. 

- the Englijh our Anceftours however Conquered were as carefull to preferve it, 

end in feveral Monafteries, particularly in that of T^ijtoke in Devour' TSttr 
Leisures were read of it, and certain Perfons were appointed to proiefs it, even as tris numiJi. 
long, or well nigh as long as thefe Monafteries continued Had this courfe frill been qu * dam 
oblerved the Antiquities of our Nation with manv t-hinrrc _. Col ‘ e g 3 « 


, —^ certain tenons were appointed to proiefs it, even as ** mmiati. 
long, or well nigh as long as thefe Monafteries continued Had this courfe ftill been qu * dam 

„ 9 of OUr * ation , with man - v which now lie hidden and rna&t 

abfrrufe, might have been much more known, and fome flop might have been put t l uibus e JT<mt 
to this giddy humour of defpifmg all words, as well as Faihions and other things V* & fr'*' 
without confideration, merely becaufe they are not foreign or new. S ’ 


«“» merely became tney are not foreign or new. ti&imht^Z 

tur, £2 ean- 

'7»‘o‘n?z££" S ?‘- «!*'*■?*-* ™ Cmi.jTdZfh 


3 Comniunicando) ad pofleros tranfmitterent. Q””' 
nuZzid aliis convtnticulis (nojbrSi memorii) reception 
olejcrret. Math. Parvenu in Prof, ad Hifi. Alfredi. 
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The Fourth Fart. 


BOOK II. 

Of the Conftantinopolitan Reman Empire. 


CHAR I. 

From the promotion of Nicephoras , to the Death of 
Leo the Fhilofopher. 

The fpace of one Hundred Tears. 

’Nicephoros a. ~W - RENE being depofed as we have faid, Nicephorus the Patritiari, and 
iui.p«our of ■ General Logotheta >, was Proclaimed, and Crowned Emperour in the 
■- great Church at Constantinople^ on Tudfday, being the flrft of Novcnt- 
M * er > in th e tenth Iridaftion, the feventh year of Pope Leo the Third, 
the Second of Charles the Great, Emperour of the Weft, A. D. 

DCCCII. 

x. The day after his Promotion, knowing Irtneio be poftefted of great Trea- ~ 
fures, he went to her, and with flattering words and fair promifes, obtained a c, 
Whrediafr^difcovery of them, after which be neglafted her, arid whereas ihe had furrendred « 
Treafure. 6 the™ on this condition, that fhe might be fuffered to live peceably arid horioura- ^ 
bly in the Palace of Eleutherius , which lhe her felf had built ; having obtained t< 
Then Banilh- his ends, he banifhed her to the Prince’s I/land, to a Monaftery there alfa of her ** 
fte h dYes W iiA 9W R huilding, and afterwards, perceiving himfelf hated of thePeopIe, left they' 
griet , mould reftore her to her former dignity, without all mercy he reriioved her to 
MUylene in very ill weather, and there in the Me of Lesbos {he died of grief, the 
ninth of Augtift ifrer. HeriJody he caufed to be buried in her own Monaftery i 
for feveral > liich pkces of Religion fhe had built; together with many Hofpitals 

for 


Theophanes 
CedrenusHijl. 
compend. in • 
Niccpboro to- 
nar. ArmaL 
TotH. 3. in 



- ^4-2 7 Ihe Cdn{lantinopoiitan Roman Empire. Nicephorus Part IV. 

- lor-Re li e f of th e Poor" affd~"Ageci, and done many other A&s of Piety, as our 

Hiftorians deliver-who much admire her, and as much' deteft Nicephorus, 

upon what ground it’s eafie enougfoj'tojfionjeCture. She being gone, he betook 
himfelf in the fame manner of Addrefs to her blind Son, pretending great kind- 
nefs to him, and receiving him into hisjDwn Houle, outQf .liope to. flatter him 
ftlmL ior into a tpraying alftx<$ tnog Tteafu#^ agd his- fefteryM jfuchiinguence upon 
thediicovcry Conflant jir»j?, being a Man of# light and heedlefs ;temi|er, Ithat he difcdyered to him 
of more. Treafurfc'that was hid 'in the Sigma ?a place fo' caned frohTits femicircular Fi¬ 
gure. This obtained, he negleded hjm^as he had done his Mother. And before 
Poifons Nif- this, on the laft day of April, NicetarTriphy/lius, by whofe flout endeavours 
he had obtained the Diademe, he fo Jar rewarded for his good deeds, as-tostake 
mater to the him out of this mifefrabfe vfrorld byjfoifoS . _ V 

Diademe. ■ 3. AiKWrjters nowrektarit generally him a'cfuej^ Iriping^ijdvxovecdus 

" Mam Gljteas calls him a Mangreedy^of flaughters, ithe,fhvl of gold, JndaBfo- . , 

Iou S CryCOVe " JuteI y another^ 'Midas; writes farther, that he fet to fale places of Magiftracy, and AnKa t art -f 
ever fhewed a four and angry countenance to the People, except any brought 
him Gold ; then would he appear very gentle and gratious. Upon the City of 
Exa&s the Confiantinople he laid an heavy Tribute, under pretence of repairing their old 
Diccratum. decayed^ walls css\\e& Diceratum, froiptwo Ceraticr, ^vhidiwcrc t paid; v di f-ceratium dm- 

fatisla<ftions raifed amongft the People, c^je ttirddnes pi; J iagdiftius, Simamei£ 7 «/J, a faimfoBeiji. 
cer tairy Duk§ of the Eaft, imagined to “give fufficient iricoUragement to Kis Ambi- w ” u . mulos - 
tion, which fo far carried him as to afiedt the Empire, and living at Pbilomelium, conUnetm 
he made known hispurpofe to a certain Monk, who was efteemed to have the’ Cedrems. 
gifr~of' Prophecy, Leo the Armenian being" privy to the matter. The Monk 
told him, that if he went about to make himlelf Emperour, he fhould loofeboth 
his Eilate and Life* with which anfwer as he'was going away forrowfull, and rea¬ 
dy to take Horfe, the Mohk carting his dyes upon his Attendants, called him 
back, who expe&ing now he would fay fomething that would better pleafe him, 
readily, returned. He. told him the fame tale over again he had formerly heard, 
affirming that if he were Emperour, either by his own feeking, or by having 
it put uj-on him, he fhould loofe both his Eyes and Fortunes But he added, that 
of thofe his Attendants, the;: firft and fecond fhould obtain the Diademe, and the 
third fhould be declared Emperour, but fhould preferitly perilh without ever attain¬ 
ing to his Aims. But for all this, when in fome placesfeditions were raifed by reafon 
°* tlie txaiJioDs of Nicephorus, they chofe him Emperour ztchryjopolis, and ei- 
ufarpT"” ther willingly or unwillingly he accepted of it on the nineteenth day of July. . 

Now did Leo and Michael foriake him, and went over to Nicephorus, who prefer- rheofhm 
red the one to the Command of the Confederate Forces, and the other to be Cap¬ 
tain of the Counts Troop; onely Thomas remained with him, and for his fake 
fhunned no Enterprize, how dangerous foever. But Bardanius, either terrified by 
the predictions of the Monk, or, as our Writers fay, abhorring that a Civil War 
fhould rife upon his account, fent to Nicephorus to beg pardon, upon promife of 
Butafterwards which he departed to Catalolium, and in the Monaltery of Heraclius, received • 

U fhaven. t h e Tonfure. The Emperour fent after him to come to Conjlantinople , under fhew 
of kindnefs, but in the way, in the Ifland Prote (or the Firft Ifland ) where he 
had built a Monartery, by Order of the Emperour, his Eyes were put out by cer- 
And his Eyes tain Lycaon'tans . The Emperour pretended he was very forry for the thing, 
put out by the which by Oath he affirmed done without , his knowledge or command. But if 
Emperour s we may believe Cedrenus, he never fwore truly in his Life. 

Nicephorus, having thus fecured himfelf from Bardanius, refolved farther to 
He Crowns eftablifh his Houle, by Crowning Emperour his Son Stauracius, a Marineither in 
SMwvre/w his Body or Mind qualified for fuch a Dignity, as our Authours write. Being thus 
Makes War at home,he made War upon the Arabians,hut with fuch bad fuccefs, that he 

upon the Ara- narrowly efcaped taking, being hardly refeued out of the Enemies hands by fome 
btMs. 0 f ^ Routeft followers, and with lofs and difgrace was cpnilriined to return. 

The next year, or the third of his Reign, being at leiliire, he applied himfelf to Cedrenus ad 
the building of Towns, as Ancyra in Galatia, together with two others, Thela A j in \* Nice ~ 
and Andrafus. But the following Summer he had diverfion enough given him, 
and Ins mind was fufficiently ftartled, by News that Aaron, the Captain of the 
Who return. Arabians, had invaded the Roman Territories, with no fewer than three hundred 
ing his vilir, thoufand Men, and having marched as far as Tyana, there ereefted a Molche or 
Houfe to his fuperftition. Many fortified places he took, and a Body of fixty 
rour expoftu tlloUiand fent toward Ancyra, which wafted all the Countrey as lar as'that City, 
later. Nicephorus gathering together, his Forces, took alfo the Field, but finding the 

Arabian 
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“ Arabian too ftrong for him wrote to him a Letter; whereby he taxed him with 
“ injuftice for invading another Man’s Territories, not contenting hinifelf with 
“ what was left him by his Father. He demanded by whofe command he did it. 

“ Mahomet his Prophet he ft id commanded him to love all Chriftians as his Bre- 
“ thren, Almighty God took care for both, and was not delighted with the 
« bloud of Man unjuftly Ihed. He could not come to hurt thofe that did him no 
“ injury, for any want he had of Gold, Silver or other matters, having abun- 
“ dance of pretious things and Rarities of his own; but in cafe any thing he had 
“ would fupply him he would lovingly fend it. He concluded his Letter by put- 
“ ting him in mind that they were both Mortal, and being to die e’er long, 

“ fhould be called before an higher Judge, by whofe award each was to receive ac- 
“ cording to what he had deferved whether good or bad. 

And by Pre- ^ To this Letter he added confiderable Prefents, by which the Arabian was 
?PeaS tain * fo charmed that he condefcended to a Peace on thefe terms, That the Romans 
fhould pay the Arabians a yearly Tribute of thirty thoufand Nomifmata, lefides three 
thoufand as Trilute for his own Head, and as many for that of his Son, and fuch 
Forts as the Arabians had taken and difmantled fhould in no wife be repaired. But 
Aaron being retreated, Nicephorus rebuilt and reinforced all thefe places which fo 
which being irritated the Arabian , that this very year he fent an Army which took Theba, 

X/rtw thC a nd another by Sea to Cyprus, where it overthrew the Churches, and either kil- 
makesanother ling or driving away the Inhabitants, plundered and wafted the Ifland. The 
invafjon into following he invaded the Ifle of Rhodes, where was taken a great Number 
Terrkories! of Prifoners, but the Caftle was ftoutly defended by the Qarrifon, and the Fleet 
in its return fuffered much damage by an hideous Tempefly which our Writers at¬ 
tribute to the violence they purpofed to offer to the Relipks of St. Nicholas at My- 
ra a City of Lycia in their return. Nicephorus in the mead time was employed in 
the Marriage of his Son Stauracius, for whom when he looked for a Wife he made * ' 

Nicephorus c hoi ce G f fheophania the Kinfwoman of the late Emprefs Irene, though fhe was 
^Mother contracted to another man. To this unjuft a<ft he added the deflouring of two 
Man’* wife, moft beautiful! Virgins, which fo incenfed the People, that feveral Confpi- 
racies were hatched againft him, but he fupprefled them e’er they could produce 
any thing confiderable, and raged cruelly againft fuch as were detected. Many 
of the Nobility made choice of Arfatius a Queftour and Patritian for their Prince* 
but he having fmelt out the defign caufed the Man to be fhaven, and enter into 
Religion, which done, he banilhed him into Bithynia. Of the Confpiratoursfome 
he put to death, others he banilhed, and of fome he confifeated the Eftates, fpa- 
ring none of what condition foever, whether Bifhops, Monks, or the Officers 
of the Great Church, in thofe times held in great Veneration by the Peo- 


r lc * 

6 . The year following being the feventh of his Reign the Bulgarians gave 
him farther trouble, intercepting eleven hundred pounds of Gold wherewith the 
Army was to be paid at Stragmon, and killing the Convoy with its Captain. At 
The Buigari- the fame time Crumus their Prince took Sardica, and therein put to the Sword fix 
d!ca* ke S<tT ' thoufand Souldiers, befides Townefmen a little before the Feaft of Eafter. Nice¬ 
phorus went with an Army againft him, but performed nothing worth the men¬ 
tioning, onely fuch Officers as had efcaped the hands of Crumus he handled fo 
roughly, that he conftrained them to revolt to him. Being returned to Conftan- 
Which caufes tinople he impofed upon the City a new Tribute for the repairing of Sardica , 
tob'eim 'ofed which vehemently incenfed the People, fo as to call the Multitude into great 
on the People. Tumults, but he ftill had the better of them, and revenged himfelf by Executi¬ 
ons and Banifhments, as he had done before ; and laid upon all the People moft 
grievous, heavy, and unheard-of Impofitions. Some of this Wealth obtained by 
The Saracens violence, was as violently taken away by the Saracens, who making an Inroad in- 
roadVw to the Roman Territories as far as Euchaita, fell upon Leo the Captain of the Ar- 
i^man Pale, raenians as he was going to pay the Army, and took from him Sixteen Talents, 
a thoufand and three hundred Pounds, befides the flaughter of a great Multitude 
of his Souldiers. This happened in February , and in July following Nicephorus 
:Nicephorus undertook an Expedition againft the Bulgarians, with Stauracius his Son, at part- 

makes an Ex- i n g giving order to Nicetas the Patritian and general Logotheta to lay Taxes upon 
Rainft°theS«/- Churches and Monafteries, with an Impofition of eight years upon the Houfes of 
gariam. Noblemen, which caufed great Lamentations in the City. Hereof \vh*en he was ad- 
moniftied by Theodofius Salibarn a Patritian and the Manager of his Affairs, who 
told him how the People murmured and would be glad he came by any mifehief. 
If God hath hardened mine heart as be hardened Pharoah’x, what good may my Sub- 

jells 
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Sect. 12 Jeih expeO: from Nicephorus ? And he bade him expedb no alteration of what he 
law at prefenr. This Theophanes protefts he had from Theodojius his own 
Mouth. 


Refilling 

Peace. 


Waftes the 
Co an trey. 


Taking the 
very palace of 
Crumus their 
Ring. 


7. Having gathered together the Forces both of the Eaft and the Weft, and con¬ 
ftrained many poor men-to ferve at their own Charges armed with Slings and 
Staves, with their Curfes and the Curfes of the whole Army he marched into 
Bulgaria. Crumus having notice of his coming fent to him while he yet lay at 
Marcella to defire Peace, fearing fuch a Multitude as he brought along with him . 
but overcome hy his own Inclinations, as well as by the Flatteries of thofe about 
him, he reje&ed his Propofals, and on the twentieth day of July about the fi¬ 
fing of the Dog-ftar invaded the Countrey, himfelf predicting his own ruine, for 
he had thefe words often in his Mouth. Who fhall go and deceive Ahab ? Whe¬ 
ther God or the Devil draw me, I am drawn unwilling. And this was accounted an 
ill Omen, that before he entred Bulgaria, a much beloved Servant he had, cal¬ 
led Byzantius, fled to Crumus from Marcella, carrying away with him the Impe¬ 
rial Robe and an hundred Pounds of Gold. At firft he feemed to have the. bet¬ 
ter, yet aferibed the fuccefs not to God, but cryed up the Conduit and good for¬ 
tune of Stauracius. Such Commanders as withftood his Progrefs, he exceedingly 
threatened and commanded all living Creatures to be put to the Sword, and neg¬ 
lecting to bury the Bodies of the flain, was onely intent upon Plunder and Booty. 
The Court or Palace of Crumus he took and fealed up the Doors thereof as liis 
own, and fuch of his Followers as imbezelled any of the Booty he punilhed by 
cutting off their Ears and other Members. Crumus now again being much out 
of heart offered him good terms, on condition he would quit his Countrey. But 
he puffed up with his fuccefs and acted by covetous defires, was impatient of the 
very name of Peace. ' 


8. Crumus therefore acted by the more prevalent paflion of defperation, like a 
defperate man indeed, inftead of opening a way to the Enemy, blocked up all 
egrefs and regrefs by Palifado’s, which lo affrighted the Emperour that he prela- 
Butis over g e< ^ his ruine, faying, That if they bad Wings they could not efcape imminent dejlruc- 
come « e iaft *'ion. Two days alter Crumus fet upon his Camp, and ftormed it, wherein Nice- 
and flain. pborus himfelf was flain, together with all his Officers, and a vaft number of Soul- 
diers. Here fell Aetius, Peter Sijinnius, Theodojius Sabbaras, and Triphiles , all 
Patritians, as alfo Eparchus a Patritian and Governour of the Eafl;; with many 
Protofpatharii, the Excubitus Domefiicus , the Captains of the feveral Troops, the 
Drungarius of the Imperial Watch, the Governour of Thracia , with the other 60- 
vernours of the Provinces. All the Arms and Baggage were alio taken, and fo 
miferable was the Eftate of the Empire at this day, that the Writer thinks it not 
fit to be underllood by Chriftians, as exceeding all height of lamentation. The 
Head of Nicephorus he put upon a Pole, and when he thought he had fufficiently 
expofed it, inclofed the Skull in Silver and caufedhis Nobles in an infulcing man¬ 
ner to drink out of it. Although this day were made many Widows and Fa- 
therlefs Children, yet many love it the better, and were fomething comforted 
with this onely thought that he was dead. For as Theophanes affirms, never did 
Chriftians feel any thing more infupportable than his Government, exceeding all 
that Reigned before him in Ambition, Luxury, and barbarous Cruelties, fo as to 
declare all in particular to pofterity would feem incredible, and to him labo¬ 


rious. 


9. But Cedrenus gives us the main of his Acculation in ten Particulars. “ The 
“ firft is, That he conftrained his Subjects out of all Quarters to remove in- 
xiccphotusim ** to Sjavonia , and afterward fold their former Pofleflions, which thing 
character. “ nothing differed from an Hoftile Captivity, all of them being put to the 
“ utmoft extremity. The next was, That he caufed poor men to ferve in the 
“ Wars, and their Neighbours to fuppjy them with Arms and Money, eighteen 
“ Nomifmata for each, and befides pay for them their publick Taxes, which they 
“ called in Greek Allelengium, becaule for Tribute they were Sponfors or Sureties 
“ one for another. The third Crime was. That he commanded - an account to be ta« 

“ ken of every Man’s Eftate, and the Owner accordingly to be taxed ; moreover, 

“ for the Auditour or Accomptant every man to pay (tor every Nomifmaf aith Zo- 
“ tiaras') two Ceratia. In the fourth place all Eafements and Relaxations formerly 
“ granted he* took away. In the fifth, from all Religious places, publick Houfes, 

“ deftined to the Educations of Orphans, and all forts of Hofpitals, he caufed to %TcAmu*. 
“ be exadted Smoke or Hearth money, even from the beginning of his Reign. The X^nn.nx dies• 
“ beft of what belonged to thefe Places hefeized to Ins own ufe, yet made them 

. pay 
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<c l 5i y f° r what was left, and feme double, though he had fb emptied thole Hou- 
“ f es that they were conftrained to remove out of them. His fixth Tyrannical 
“ Practice was to caufe his Officers to take an account of fuch as were grown 
“ fuddenlyRich, and to exad: money from them in fuch manner, as if they hacl 
“ found Treafure. Nay, in the feventh place from fuch as had found but a Bar- 
“ rel or Veflel twenty years before, he would fqueeze money. His eighth Crime 
“ was, that thofe who received any Inheritances from their Grandfathers or 
« Great Grandfathers, he would force to pay fomething to the Treafury, though 
« the Inheritance had been divided twenty years before; and fuch as bought any 
“ Slaves beyond Abidus, he conftrained to pay for each two Nomifmata, elpeci- 
“ ally the Inhabitants of Dodecanefum or the City of twelve Iflands. His ninth 
“ that he made the Mariners and Seamen, efpedally thofe inhabiting the Maritime 
“ parts of Afia the lefs, fuch as never were pra&ifed in Husbandry, to buy fuch 
“ grounds as he had taken from other Men, and pay him Rent. Iti the tenth 
“ place he fummoned all the eminent Seamen of Conjlantlnople together, and to 
“ each delivered twelve Pounds of Gold, with this burthen, that for every Nu- 
“ mifma they fhould pay four Ceratia for ufe, when at the fame time they paid 
“ all the other Duties for their Veflels. . 

10. Thus much Cedrenus tells us, he delivers by way of Compendium, havmg 
omitted the manifold Injuries he did both to Perfons of high ana low condition 
in the City, being more than can be written, but fuch as thefe. The Slaves of 
Rich men he fubomed falfly to accufe their Matters, rewarding the Accufersand 
fleecing their Matters of their Wealth. So rapacious he grew, that a certain man 
who living in the Forum fold Honey and Wax by Retail, and by his own labour 
and induftry had acquir’d competent Wealth, being fent for lie commanded to 
lay his hand under the Emperour’s Head, and by Oath allure him how much Gold 
he had. He confefTed he had an hundred Pounds of Gold, which he caufed him 
fpeedily to bring to him. This being done, to what purpose (faith he) ihouldft 
thou be at all this trouble ? Dine with me, and taking home with thee an hundred 
Numifmds, therewith be contented. He adds, that being much addi&ed to the 
Manichees , and rejoycing at the difference of Churchmen, he fcoffed at allChri- . 
ftians that loved their Neighbours. His Captains he commanded to ufe Bifhops 
and Clerks no otherwife than like Slaves, to make ufe of their Houles and all 
their Goods at their pleafure, deriding thofe that dedicated anything to Holy 
ules. All Emperours that were before him, he taxed as ignorant in the Art of 
Government, took away Providence, and affirmed that none was greater than the 
Emperour if he had but the Craft of Government. Such is the Character Cedre¬ 
nus gives us of this Emperour, with whom agrees Zonaras as to the lubftance of 
the Charge. He Reigned eight years and nine days, as fome have it, or as others 

more truly eight Years, eight Months, and fix and twenty days. ■ 

Suuraeiut J j Nicephorus being flain, Stauracius his Son efcaped but with a deadly wound 
received in his Neck, and in his Litter came to Adriditople , where by the endea¬ 
vours of fome Magiftrates he was faluted Emperour, but could not appear in pub¬ 
lick by realon of his Wound. Senfible of his condition he relblved to devolve 
the Empire upon Theophania his Wife, lo great affedtion he bore urito her, and 
upon that account endeavoured to deprive of his fight Michael, firnamed Ranga- 
les , or Rdricabes , the Curopalata , who had Married his Sifter Procopia, becaule he 
flood tnoft in the opinibn of the Nobility for the Dignity. But Michael having 
timely notice of it fo wrought with the Senatours, that calling together the Soul- 
diers by break of day they named him Emperour in the Cirque, whk'h when *S^«- 

But turning racius knew he quitted the Palace, and with his Wife betook himfelf to a Mo- 
on ’ nailery, where having takeil upon him the Habit, he fiiortly after died, having 
been Emperour but two Months and ten Days. Michael at firft feemed Ihie of the 
preferment, profelfing himfelf unable to undergo fuch a burthen, and made men¬ 
tion of Leo the Armenia », a Patritian, and Captain of the Forces of theEaft, as a 
courageous and valiant man j but Leo (trained Courtefie, pro&fling himfeii Un¬ 
worthy of the Throne, which he affirmed to belong to Michael, Whom he exhor¬ 
ted to undertake the Government, promifmghim by Oath his Utmoft aliiltence;- 
and that he would be his ready and faithfull Servant to his live$ end. Thus 
whether at firft he irideaVoured to be Emperour merely fo pfeferve his Life,or dil- 
fembled his Ambitioh in the offer made to Leo (which for what end foever pro- 
ved of dangerous confequence, as we Ihall fee anon} he obtained the piademe. 
Wherewith he Was Crowned hr the great Church by Nicephorus the Patriarch, af- 
ter he had by an : Iiiftrument written onpurpofe declared, that he would neither 
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violate the Privileges of the Church, nor defile his Hands with Chriftian Bloud, 
in the Eleventh year of Charles the Great, Emperour of the Weft, the fixteenth of 
Pope Leo the Third, the fourth Indi&ion'. A. D. DCCCXI. 

12. He hath the Commendation of a Pious and good natur’d Perfon, fuch as 
had been injured by Nicepborus , he relieved and provided for the Widows of Soul- 
diers. Theophania the Wife of Stauracius , he courteoufly treated, giving her a 
good Summ of Money together with an Houle which Ihe turned into a Mo- lJem ' 
nailery, and from the Burial of her Husband in it bore his Name. A few days 
after his Coronation he caufed Procopia his Wife to be adorned alfo with the 

Ma™°" Diademe,having given her the Title of Emprefs; and after fome time commanded 
Emperour the Patriarch to perform the fame Ceremony to Theophyla£l his Son, whom he 
with him alio dignified with that of Emperour, and propounded a Marriage for him. The- 
ophanes writes to Charles King of the Franks. This Charles mull be no other 
than Charles the Great, as .wereade in the Annals of the Franks , fent an Embal- 
fie to Nicepborus , for Confirmation of the Peace betwixt the two Empires. 

The Ambafiadours were Hatto Bilhop of Bajil, Hugh a Count, Aio a Lombard of 
Forumjulii, Leo the Spatharius , a Sicilian by birth, and Wtlharius Duke of Venice. 

Coming to Conjlantinople they found Nicepborus dead, and therefore tranfa&ed 
their matters with Michael, who was fo ready to entertain their overtures, that 
he fent his Ambafiadours with them at their return to Charles , whom finding at 
Aquifgranum , they complemented in behalf of their Mailer. Their Names were 
Michael a Bilhop, and Theognojlus , both Protofpatharii, from whom Charles having 
received their mefiage, the Spring following fent other Ambafiadours to their 
Mailer for farther Ellablilhment of the Peace, viz. Amalharius Bilhop of Triers 
and Peter Abbat of Nonantula in Ltaly y both of them men famous for Learning 
in that Age; but coming to Conjlantinople , they found not him then in the 
Throne, but Leo who fucceeded him, by whom they were heard, and difmifted 
together with Ambafiadours fiom him to Charles upon the fame errand. 

13. But to return to Michael , not long after his Promotion he was ingaged in 

Repeiisthe in- War on feveral Hands. The Agarens or Saracens made Inrodes into the Eallern 
vading Sara. p rov inces, but were repelled by Leo the Armenian who governed thofe parts, 
ltns ' who in one battel flew of them two thoufand men, and got many Horfes with 

other booty. Crumus Prince of the Bulgarians took up Arms with more fuccefs, 
having received a repulfe in a matter which he demanded. Some of that Nation Ce j renuSt 
leaving their former Habitations, had with this Emperour’s leave fetled themfelves 
within the Roman Territories. Hereby fome better underflanding than formerly 
there had been between the Subje&s of both ; but it happened that fome Romans , 
who in the former Wars had been taken by the Bulgarians , broke Prifon and 
returned home. Thefe Crumus demanded to be fent back, and fome were for 
gratifying him in this particular, amongft whom the Emperour and feveral Re¬ 
ligious Perfons of great account, believing this would prevent the ufual holtile 
Incurfions of the Bulgarians. But many others were of the contrary opinion, 
and of them the chiefeft were Nicepborus the Patriarch, with Theottiftus the Ma- $ 

Her, as Cedrems calls him, a Man of mighty elleem for his Vertue and Wifedom, 
who urged that they were to truft to God’s Aflillence, and not by giving up the 
The Bubari- P u gifi ves to gratify the pride and infolence of the Barbarians. Crumus alfo re- 
am fail upon quired, that the Articles made formerly by Mediation of Theodojius of Adrymi- 
Mejymbria. tium , and Germanus the Patriarch might be obferved, elfe he threatned to fall %onaraf. 
upon Mefymbria. But Michael by advice of thofe about him, denying to gratify 
him in all,he accordingly fell upon Mefymbria,n(vng in the Battery of the City the 
Skill and Indullry of a certain Arabian ^excellently skilled in the framing of Engines, • 
who having formerly betaken himfelf to the fervice of Nicepborus , was lb ill 
treated by him that he fled over to the Bulgarians , and inftrudted them in all 
forts of Machines. Zonaras writes, that Nicepborus the Patriarch and the Church¬ 
men, were for the delivering up of the Fugitives, alledging that a few were to be 
facrificed to the publick fafety * but the Senatours, Courtiers, and Theodoras 
Studites vehemently oppofed their Delivery, by whom the Emperour was gover¬ 
ned, being a Perfon by nature mild, and Orthodox, but flow in bufinefs, and eafie 
to be led to any thing which his Officers defigned. 

14. Now is a Comet faid to appear in divers ffiapes, and amongft the reft of a 
Man without an Head; this probably having little other Foundation than in the 
Fancies of Men, who in feeing the lhapes of Clouds as in ringing of Bells, may 
work their imaginations to any pofture or found they pleafe. But Crumus takes 
Alefymlria^nd walles the Weftern Parts of the Empire with Fire and Sword. Here¬ 
upon 
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upon the Emperour fends out his Orders for raifing of Men, and hafles into 
Thrace , his Wife accompanying him as far as Cedoftum, at which his Souldiers 
murmured and reviled him, that he was forc’d to fend her back. Crumus having 
notice of his coming drew back his Men from their Depredations, and Michael 
coming into Thrace , fufiered his Men to behave themfelves fo disorderly, that 
they were as offer five to the Inhabitants as the Enemy himfelf, which procured 
the Emperour no fmall prejudice. Crumus fortified himfelf againft his coming not 
far from Adrt ample, and after his fitting down near to his Camp began to skir- 
mifh; but in thele the Romans ftill had the better, and therewith were fo elevated, 
that with great earneftnefs and impatience they required a Battel, which the 
Emperour either out of fear or for good reafon deferring till he could have a good 
advantage,differing they grew mutinous,and upbraided him with fawey and impor¬ 
tune Clamours, threatning that except they were led forth, they would break 
out, and of their own accord attack the Enemy. Michael being thus conftrai- 
ned to doe it led them forth, and put them into a Pofture for a Fight, which 
Crumus perceiving ordered his men alfo according to the Cuftomb of liis Nation, 
and to blows they came. The Bulgarians had plainly the wOrft of it, and were fo 
overpowered by the Valour of their Enemies, that they were about to run, 

Crumus their Captain having even fpent himfelf with riding to and fro, and by 
And in a Bat-, his prefence and fpeech labouring to reinforce the Battel, when Leo the Cap- 
Treachery of tain of tlie Eaft * whofe Ambition was HOW come to maturity, caufed his Squa- 
ieo rout the dron to leave the reft and depart the Field, no hardfhip or neceffity at all ur- * 
Emperour. gfog him to it. This fight utterly difmayed thofe that were fo hotly ingaged, 
and as much incouraged the Bulgarians , whom at firft Crumus reftrained from 
purfuir, believing it was fome Strategeme, and done of purpofe to draw them 
into fome greater danger. But feeing the Romans flye without all order, or any 
flop, he then inforcedthe purfuit, and made great flaughter of them. The Em¬ 
perour with much difficulty efcaped to Adrianople i and thence got to Cwjlanti- 
' no pie, with a (lender Equipage, leaving Leo behind him in Thrace, to protedl 
the Countrey and reprefs the Incurfions of the Barbarians. 

iy. He being gone, Leo , who had already prepared the minds of his Souldiers 
by declaiming againft him as an effeminate, unskilfull and cowardly man, nbw 
more openly difeovered his Defign. Confulting with his Officers, and conclu¬ 
ding he had now a good opportunity, he fent abroad his Emiflaries to tell through 
the whole Army, how filly and unexperienced the Emperour was, and that by 
his ignorance in warlike matters the Roman Forces had been defeated, and their 
ancient glory and fame eclipfed, or rather quite extinguiihed. By this means the 
minds of the Souldiers were corrupted, and fuch as he could pick up he joyned 
to his own Troops, and perlwaded them to revolt from Michael. On theother 
Leo faiuted fide thefe Agitatours cried up the Ability and Integrity of Leo, as a man borrf 
f h X„Mv b r y t0 P referve t ! ie homan Name and Empire, and they caufed the Souldiers to com- 
1 *• pafs about his Tent, and having reviled and renounced the other to falute him 
Emperour. He pretended great unwillingnefs, nay, fo pertinacious feemed he to 
be in the refufal, that Michael Traulus or Bdlbus the Stammerer one of his Prin¬ 
cipal Officers drawing his Sword, and caufing thofe with him that were of the 
confpiracy to doe the like, threatned to kill him, except he would accept of the 
Empire. When the Report of his having affirmed the Title came to Michael, fome 
would have perfwaded him to buckle himfelf to a vigorous refiftence, and lup- 
prefs the Ufurper; but being of a quiet difpofition, he refilled to caff: himfelf 
into fo great danger, and reprehended thofe (harply that inftigated him on to a 
Civil War, to the deftru&ion of itlahy innocent Perfons. By fome of his iriti- 
ftath the Dia- mate Friends, he lent to Leo the Diademe, Purple arid Scarlet ihooes £ Enfigns of 
oth"er En d Empire } whereby he might fee that he quitted the Dignity, as one ready 

figns fent a ^° to P art with his life, rather than that upon his account one drop of Chriftiari 
him by Mi- bloud Ihould be feed, and he bad him without all fear or doubt to come and 
take Pofleffion of the Palace. Procopi'a his Wife being a Woman of an high Spi¬ 
rit, vehemently indfeaVoured to perfwade him to the contrary, nay, rather to 
dye than fo quit the Imperial Throne, but to no purpofe. 

16. So Write our Hiftorians generally concerning this chainge and promotion 
of Leo , that it was accompliftit by his own Arts, through his Irifinuatiohs, his 
crafty and fraudulent Suggeftions againft Michael. Yet the Hiftory of Thee- 
pbanes attributes the fall of Michael to his own Imprudence, alligning the 
contempt and hatred of his Perfon, to his oppreffing his Subjedts by the Army he 
had raifed againft Crumus. It faith nothing of Leo's tampering with the Souldiers, 
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but on the contrary, that when Michael after the Defeat would have refigned to 
him, he refufed it. But Michael being firm in his refolution to lay down, not- 
withftanding for fome time he was hindred by his Wife and Sons, and quitting 
the City, the Ma gift rates and People earneftly implored his afliftence, for the la¬ 
ving of both Church and State from Ruine. He as earneftly refufed, confide- 
ring the difficulty of the times, the continual Incurfions and Violence of the 
Barbarians, and being unlhaken in his Fidelity to the Emperour. But perceiving 
the Enemy to draw nigh the City, he fent to Necephorus the Patriarch who was 
much for his advancement, and defiring his’Prayers, with the Magiftrates and 
Souldiers went to the Tribunal raifed without the City, and there was declared 
who turns Jawfull Emperour of the Romans. Michael having notice hereof went with Pro- 
Mon * copia his Wife and his Children to the Oratory of Pharus , where being lhaven 
he put on the Monaftical Habit on the Eleventh of July in the fixth Indi&ion, 
and on the fecond day of the week. Thus relates the matter the Hiftory of Theo- 
phanes , who lived at this time, and was an Eye-witnefs of all thefe paflages. But 
fome fay he brought down his Hiftory but to the end of Nicephorus y fo that this 
muft not be his but the addition of fome other who favoured Leo, and concea¬ 
led his ambitious practices in obtaining the Empire. However it came to pals, 

Michael laid down the Purple after he had reigned one Year, nine Months, and as 
many Days. 

Leo begins 1 7. Leo the Armenian began his Reign on the feventh day of Julyjn the thirteenth 
his reign. y ear c f t i le R e jgn of Charles the Great, the eighteenth of Pope Leo the Third, 
the fixth Indidtion, A. D. DCCCXIII. However he firft obtained the Govern¬ 
ment; having once obtained it, he took care for the fecuring of it to himfelf 
Banifliing M«- Michael he parted from his Wife and Children, fending him away to the Iftand 
chaei, prota to the Monaftery there, where he fpent the remainder of his Days ; and 
And Gelding TheophylaEl his Eldeft Son, they fay he Gelded , and then Banilhed him with %onaras. 
hn Son. his Mother and Brothers. Michael Ballus, or the Stammerer, he promoted to cedremu. 

the Degree of a Patritian and Count of the Schola Excubitorum i and to Thomas 
his other Fellow-fervant he gave the Command of the Confederate Forces. The 
Bulgarians at this time were puft up with their late Vidfory, and made Incur¬ 
fions afrelh in Thrace , where without controll they wafted all things. Leo 
not well fetled in his Seat, thought it beft at prefent to reftrain their Hoftili- 
tics by good words, and fent Ambafladours to Crumus , who thinking he had 
much the advantage of the Romans , refufed to entertain any reafonable Propo- 
fitions, and fent the Ambafladours back without having any thing obtained. 

The Emperour hereby forced to take Arms, omitted nothing to ftrengthen him¬ 
felf, and Marched againft the Enemy. Ingaging in a great and bloudy Battel, 
the Bulgarians had much the better, and having routed the Romans , gave the 
Chafe in great diforder, which Leo perceiving, who flood upon an Hill, with 
Beats the Bui- a Referve fell down with great violence upon them, renewed tine Battel, and 
xariant. g 0t a nota bl e vidtory. Many were flain, and more taken Prifoners. Crumus 
himfelf hardly efcaped, for having received a Wound by an Arrow, and beaten 
from his Horfe, he had quickly lain into the Hands of his Enemies but that 
lie was refeued, and fet upon another Horfe by the more than ordinary Valour 
and Induftry of his Guard. This Vi&ory very much reprefled the Infolence of 
the Bulgarians , and kept them within their Bounds fome time after ; and on the 
other lide raifed up the drooping Spirits of the Romans , whom the Valour of 
their Anceftours had in a manner forfaken. Leo in Triumph with great Spoils 
and many Captives returned to Conftantinople. 

18. After this our Hiftorians very much revile him as Heretical and Cruel, 

HisCh.ira&tr. becaufehe oppofed vigoroufly the Worlhipping of Images. Otherwife they con- 
fefs he was a moft Vigilant and Induftrious Prince in Reforming what was amifs 
in the State, omitting nothing that might tend to the benefit and advantage of 
it; fo that Nicephorus the Patriarch whom he had Banilhed from his See, 
and out of refpedt to matters of Religion was his utter Enemy, yet when he 
heard he was Dead, confefled that the Common-wealth had loft an ungodly, 
but however a Great and confiderable Governour. As he was very exadt in 
ordering his matters of State, fo very fevere againft flagitious Perfons. On a time £& 

as he palled out of his Court a certain Man met him, and complained that his 
Wife was taken away from him by a Senatour, of which he had complained to 
the Governour of the City, but could have no redrefs of the Injury. Leo com- cedre- 
manded that at his return Ihould appear before him both the Complainant, the nus ' 
Criminal, and the Judge. By Evidence the Senatour was fo prefled, that he con- 

fefled 
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felled the Fad ; and the Judge being asked why he had not puniflied fo heinous 
a Crime, was Merit, as having no excufe. The Judge therefore the Emperour 
difehareed of his Plate, and ordered the Adulterer to be pumlhed according to 
the Laws* Moft commonly Leo he&tdCsuifes himfelf. The Officers of his Ar- 
my, his Souldiers, and all forts of Magiftrates he chofe merely for their Worth 
and Abilities , no Place being pm-chafed for Money or any other Confide- 
rationthan that Of Merit, in his time, for he was a great contemner of Mo-4^ ^ 
ney He endeavoured alfo after feveral Accomphihments, as that of the Voice, aWf al¬ 
though not naturally fitted for Mufical Rxercifes, and he himfelf was wont to *•«•* 
begin the Pfalms in the Church, efpecially at Chri/lmafi. In conclufion, he was 
one of the beft, if not the very belt Prince of this Age m this declining ftate 
of the Empire ; and had he not been againft the Worlhipping Of Images, in ma¬ 
ny words and muchflourilh by our Writers who were of the contrary opinion, 
for fuch an one would have been acknowledged. 

to. That Jealoufie, and confequently Cruelty was not his fault appears from 
this that want of fufficient caution procured his Ruine. Michael of Amorium 
the Stammerer (as we faid) he had preferred, and as it proved to that height, 
that he .grew proud and infolent; and as it often happens to foch as have done 
eminent Service to Princes in obtaining their Crowns, imagining that he could 
never be fufficiently requited, nor commit any offence which the reputation of 
his former Services would not expiate. Being amongft other vices very laviih 
of his Tongue, and not able to conceal any part of his mind, he firft began 
to talk againft the Emperour, and at length threatned to deprive him, and Mar¬ 
ry the Emprefs The Emperour being informed of his Difcourfes , at firft re- 
folved to diflemble the matter, and take no notice, knowing him to be very la- 
vifh of his Tongue. But afterwards he let him know that he was fenfible of Ins 
opprobrious language, winch he would deny, and then fall into the lame 
fault again. Leo therefore refolving not to be wanting to his own lafety, let 
fome Spies upon him to obferve him more ftridtly, that they might give 
Evidence againft him, and amongft the reft there was one Enabulius. very 
familiar with them both , who would often reprehend him , ahd aeftnonilh 
him of the danger into which thofe intemperate Difcourfes would bring 
him • but feeing he was not to be reclaimed, he made the Emperour ac¬ 
quainted with all his Defigns, which in his drink he eafily difeovered. Leo 
then not thinking fit to delay any longer, on Chtiftirias- Eve late himfelf in Judge¬ 
ment and heard his Accufers, by whom he was evidently convidted of Trea- 
fon; and havidg not been able to deny the fame, had Judgment to be Burnt 
Michael Bal- a ii ve The Prifoner is bound, and on his way to the place of Execution, when 
forTreaZ? the Emprefs Theodofia having notice of it, runs out of her Apartment in the Pa- 
refpaed from lace like a Diftradted Woman, lays hold upon her Husband, and calls him 
Execution. w icked, and an Enemy to God, in that he would have no refpedt to that Holy 

time, wherein he was alfo to partake of the Blefled Sacrament. Iwwasrtio- 0^ 5^ 
ved with her words and paflion, and fearing to offefad Almighty God, refpited 
the Execution, and commanded him to be kept by one Papia , With Shackles on 
his Legs, whereof he himfelf Would keep the Key, But turning to his Wife, 
he told her he had done what lhe had defired, being overcome with her Frantick 
paffions; but Ihe and her Children would find at length what would be the 

2.0. So intent was he upon this matter, and as our Writers affirm, fo terrified 
But is (tin mi- by feveral figns portending his Deftru&ion, that the following Night he could 
faulted by the not fl eep but to fecure himfelf of the Traitour, broke into che Houle of Papia, 
mperour where, to liis great wonder, he law him bellowed in tt very fait and coftly Bed, 

Papia lying by on the bare Floor, and fo faft afleep, that with no jogging or 
ftirring could lie awake him, a thing not incident to thofe that expea qothing 
but death. With this fight he was fo vexed, that he refolved on theDeftruc- 
tionbothoflhe Prifoner and his Keeper, But Papia got knowledge of his coming 
by one of the Watch, who knew him by his purple Buskins, and obferved 
narrowly his behaviour, and having told to Michael the extreme danger they 
were now joyntly in, as defperate Men they confuted how to extricate them- 
felves. Michael pretended by the means of one Tbeoftiftus to come to conference 
with certain Religious Perfons about the eftate of his Soul, to Which the Empe¬ 
rour being not averfe, when Tbeoftiftus had liberty to come to him, inftead of 
providing for his Soul he took care for his Body, caufing him to go to his fellow 
Confpiratours and to threaten them, that except they would enter into fome iud- 
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den and effectual courfe for his deliverance he would Difcover them all to Leo. 

xi. Theft Men being very much ftartled, ventured upon this courfe to ref- 
cue him, and preferve themfelves. It was the Cuftome then, that fuch Clerks 
as Sung in the Emperours Chapel did not (as afterward) lye in the Court, 
but each at his own Houfe, whence about the third Watch of the Night 
they all met at the Ivory Gate, and by that entring the Palace, fo went to per¬ 
form the Morning Service. With thefe the Confpiratours mixed themfelves, and 
carrying their weapons hid under their Cloths, entred the place, and in anob- 
icure part of the Church hid themfelves till the fign was given. One part of 
the Service being done, in comes the Emperour according to his Cuftome, 
and with a loud Voice begins his ufual * Anthem, when they take the ad- * T f w-a- 
vantage, but by miftake fell upon the Dean of the Chapel, or he that 2 $,®' *‘‘7 
f Prefided over the Clerks, either becaufehis Head was covered as the Em- V 
perour’s was, for it being then a great Froft they all wore warmer Hoods, but 
lie quickly uncovered himfelf, and by Ihewingto them his bald Pate faved his ZrTp^'d 
Life. The Emperour perceiving the matter, conveyed himfelf to the Altar, and *«. 

. w there with the chain of the Incenfe Pot, or as fome faid, with the Crofs, defen- f It ™ XAw '* 
Kabjd« ded himfcl f *?, " el1 a ? lle could: but they all rulhing upon him together, 

Confpiratourj, lome wounded him in the Head* others in the Belly, and others in other Parts 
till overpowered by the Number, though he demeaned himfelf moft ftoutly, like 
an Hart at a Bay, he was at length knock’d down: Perceiving one of a vaft 
ftature to fetch a blow at him, he conjured him by that Grace which inhabi¬ 
ted the Sacred place to fpare him, but he anfwering that this was a time for kil¬ 
ling and not conjuring, cut off his Hand, together with the Horn of the Crofs 
At length, fpent with wounds, and falling to the ground, one of them ftruck off 
his Head ; and to luch an end came Leo, after he had Reigned leven years five 
months and fourteen days. In a Book of Predictions belonging to the Emperours 
Library,is faid to have been an Oracle of Sibylla fix prefled in an Hierogly phical way 
by a Lion, from the Back of which, as low as the Belly, was drawn the Greek 
Letter, X and a Man, who {landing behind the Lion, thruft a Spear into his 
Body through the Letter. This obfeure Oracle the Queftour of old time could 
alone Interpret, affirming it tofignifie an Emperour, that being called Leo, fhould 
be flain on the day of Chrift’s Nativity. 

xx. The Body of the {lain Prince the Confpiratours cruelly dragged into the 
Cirque, being void of all manner of fear, for that they fet a guard about the 
Hw Empref* £ ourt ’ ° 1 ? of which they prefently caft the Emprefs, together with her four 
caft out. ^ ons > Sabbat/us, to whom, being defigned Emperour, was given the Name of 
Conjlantine, Bafil, Gregory , and Thevdofius , all which, putting into a Boat for the 
And e h ls Sons prefent, they fent packing into the Ifland Praia, and there caufed them to be 
gelded, alter which Theodofius fpeedily died it feems of the wound, and was bu¬ 
ried with lus Father, and Conjlantine thereupon grew dumb; as for their Mo¬ 
ther, me was Ihut up in the Monaftery of the Lords. But Michael, freed now 
from his Gaoler Papia, with the Shackles on the Feet (for Leo had got the 
key) fate down upon the Imperial Throne, and was fajuted as Emperour, and 
Michael in his worlhipped by all in the Palace. About noon tlie noife was all Ipread abroad 
Shackles faiu. and then, as time it was, were his Bolts knocked off with an Hammer, and witli- 
perour. out ei “^ r warning his Hands, thinking on God, or doing any thing fitting fuch 
an occafion, lie halted to the Great Church of St. Sophia, defirous to be Crowned 
by the Hand of the Patriarch, and received for Emperour by all the People, truf- 
ting onely to his fellow Confpiratours, and the Murtherers of Leo. Here Cedre- 
ms ma kes a wonder, firft, that Leo of luch and fo many flatterers Ihould have 
none to ftand up in behalf of his caufe, but like fo many creeping Animals, 
each of them betake himfelf to his lurking hole • and at the impudence of Mi- 
chael, that he Ihould enter the Church, not like fome Murtherer or Hangman 
whole Hands were polluted with Bloud, but as fome Conquerour, who had de- 
ierved the Palm of Vidlory, and juftly prized himfelf for fome notable Achieve¬ 
ment. Whereas lie had not flied hoftile but civil Bloud, and that not in an ordi¬ 
nary place, but at the Holy Altar, where the Lord’s Bloud was offered for ex¬ 
piation of fins. This Michael was born at Amorium, a City of the upper Pbry- 
gia, and m tlus manner became Emperour, in tlie feventh year of Ludovick the 
Son of Charles the Great Emperour of the Franks in the Weft, the 
DCCCXX Pa ^ C Ja Rome » ^ the thirteenth Indkftion. A. D. 


a As 
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ai. As he came to his Preferment by Treafon and Cruelty, as bafely and igno- 
mimoufly he Reigned, {hewing himfelf to be Emperour, by no other thing than 
the Diademe and the Purple. All Difcipline, Order, and rational ways of Admi- 
niftration, he with great fcorn reje<fted, as formal fopperies , but indeed becauie 
he knew they would difcover his folly, and render ridiculous thofe courfes, his 
own Inclinations and fillinefs put him upon. Such as in his mean Eftate had been 
his Trade or Exercife, now in the higheft degree of Emmency and Power he 
efteemed his fceft qualifications. As ( if you will have it in down right terms ^ ^ 

. from Cedrenus') to guefs and divine, whether * Pigs newly pigged would prove 
Hu charadler. welJ j br ht up . to be skilfull enough to ftand near to a kicking Horfe or Afs, ag¬ 

io have skill in Mules, whether they would prove better for riding or carrying o- 
ther burthens. In like manner by the mere look, to be able to tell what Horfes 
would be good for the Race, and what for the War; the like concerning the 
fruitfulnefs of Sheep and Cows, the quantity of Milk they were like to give* 
and the quality of their young newly brought forth. Moft mgratefuU he had 
been to his firft Mafter and Benefa&our Bardanius, and worfe did he behave him¬ 
felf to Leo, whole Wife and Children he ufed as we have faid, onely allowing 
them afmall pittance to live on out of their great Eftate he had Teized , with 
fome of his own Servants to attend them. Learning fo much he abominated, that 
he would notfuffer Children therein to be inftrutfted, left they Ihould be able to 
underftand and refill his madnefs, or be able to write more readily than he could, 
for therein hewasfo flow, that another might as foon reade a Book as he go over 
the Letters of his own Name. Such Ignorants as he, have left an evil example to 
the world; for before the decay of the Roman Empire, and Hogherds and Neat¬ 
herds came to Arrive at the Sovereign Power, who in their younger years by 
reafon of the Poverty of their Parents, had no opportunity to learh, Princes 
were the beft inftrudted in Learning, the greateft care was had to breed them in 
Philofopfiy, and they thought it behoved them to excell others, as well in know¬ 
ledge as in birth and Dignity; but theft upllarts, thefe baft and illiterate Per- 
fons coming to be Emperours, began firft to decry as mean, ufelefs, and for¬ 
mal, that to which their {lender education could never reach, and what they did 
not underftand. 

a4. But as feldom it happens, but that fome notable mifchief happens m the 
Reigns of fuch fordid Princes, a Civil War fell out in theEaftern Parts, which 
brought all forts of inconveniences upon the World, and confumed fo many mor- 
A civil War tals, that it caufed a great fcarcity of Men throughout tlie Empire. .The Authour 
occafioned by Q f j t was one Thomas, concerning whofe birth and condition, there is a difference 
one Thomas. amon gft- Writers, fome have reported him born of obfeure Parents, Barbarians, 
apd very poor, and that according to his Original he led hi$ Life in his own Coun¬ 
trey; in continual drudgery and hard labour, the onely means of his preferva- 
tion. After this he came to Conftantinople, where he got into the Service of a Se- 
inatour, and there plaid feveralpranks, being fo impudent as to defile his Mailers 
Bed, which being difeovered, toffiun the diigrace and puniftiment of his crime, 
he fled to the Agarens (or Saracens ) and with them having continued the {pace 
of five and twenty years, and approved himfelf by his Actions much unto 
them, he abjured the Chriftian Religion, and turning Mahometan, procured the 
Command of a good Party of Men, and to be fent againft the Chriftians, promi- 
fing to fubduethe whole Roman Empire to their Authority. And left the Ro¬ 
mans ihould be averfe to him as a ftranger and a man of another Religion, he 
affirmed himfelf to be Ganflanttne their Lawfull Prince; -the Son of *rtne, whom 
his Mother had deprived both of his Eyes and Empire, and who before this time 
had left the World. Others there were that affirmed this Thomas, tlie lame with 
him that ferved Bardanius, and concerning whom the Monk of Pkilomeliumj>ro - 
phefied, as we laid, before, and whom Leo had made Captaiu of t he Confede- 
fates; that this Thomas underftanding Leo to be Murtherfcd by Michael, partly 
to be revenged on him for the death of his Patron, and partly t° kftisfie his own 
malice (for from his youth he had ever born ill yfill to Michael ) ‘And out of 
fear of the Monk’s prediction, he now took Arms; Firft of all hfe faffed a great 
Army in the Eaft, the place of his abode,- lifting all that were tfole to fight, where- debaiui. 
of fome followed hurl out of hatred of Michael, who had incurred the contempt 
of allmen, others followed him out of goodwill, fome for hope ©L booty, and 
thofe whom none of theft motives urged, he compelled'to give their Names to 
the enter prize. His ad vintages were, that in refpeCt of the gravity of his afpecr, 
lie was reverenced by all. befides he was very familiar and fair fpokerv qualities 
4 very 



352 The Conftantinopolitan Roman Empire. Michael Balbus. Part IV. 

very acceptable to Souldiers, and inferiour to no man in ftrength and cou^ ~ 

rage. 

? y. Having feized on the Eaft, and made lure of the publick Revenue there 
as he began lohe proceeded, whom he could not allure to his Party, by force 
bringing them over to fide with him. Afia hemiferably wafted, and dealt fevere- 
ly with thofe Cities, which out of refped to the Emperour, ftood out aeainft 
him ,• the whole Region he took, except the Countries of the Opficiani and Arme- 
which through the valour of their Commanders, Qlbianus and Catacelas 
ltood it out, and for that were rewarded by the Emperour, with the gift of the 
Smoak-money or Hearth-money, which was wont to be paid into the publick 
But tIie Saracens now taking notice how the Romans were imbroiled in 
a Civil War, took the advantage, and made incurfions into all places, Iflands as 
well as others. Thomas was hereat concerned, fearing left his Men affrighted 
hereat, womd defert him, and betake themfelves to the defence of their own 
poffeffions. He refolved therefore by a fuddenonfet to reprefs them, which he 
did, together with a promife that he would put into their Hands the Territories of 
the Empire, and fubdue it wholly to their Command. By this means being rid 
of them, he put the Diademeon his own Head, and aflumed the Title of Emne- 
rour, being declared fuch by the Patriarch of Antioch . Now did he increafe his 
Forcp by new Levies, not onely out of the Neighbouring, but remoter Nations 
as the Egyptians, Indians, Perfians, Affyrians, Armenians, Chaldaans , Iberians 
Ztchi and Cabin, and changing his Name to that of Conftantine , adopted one 
whom he thought would be a fupport to his ufurped Dignity. Michael all this 
while was not wholly idle, but made preparations for refiftence, but fo unequal 
that Thomas ingaging with them, eafily defeated them, killing many, and for- 
• fSP to / hlft f ? r ^emfelves. Having by this fuccefs very much efta- 

bliihed his affairs, he purfued his good Fortune with great induftry, fettingout a 
Fleet to Sea of Ships, both fit for Fight and Burthen, which had fuch fuccefs 
that he became thereby Matter of the Emperouf s Navy, and appointing the Ren¬ 
dezvous utLesbus, with eighty thoufand men, came to Abydus, wafting all places 
in the way. Not onely fuch as were eafie to come at,- but fuch as made refiftence 
he took by force, and let on fire. 

2.6. One Caftle there was which made ftout refiftence, and this Thomas fent 
his adopted Son to Attacque. He proceeding without care or good order, fell 
into an Ambufti laid for him by Olbianus, who fent his Head to the Emperour, 
and he difpatcht it back again to Thomas , as he was proudly purfuing his Vkfto- 
ries. But little affe&ed with his lofs, which the world was wide enough to lup- 
ply. Adoption being eafier than natural Generation, he remitted nothmg of Ws 
former vigour, but patted over into Thrace juft upon the changing of the Moon, 
when the Night was darkeft, that he might not be difeovered. Michael was a- 
ware of it, and to prevent his Defign, had reinforced all his Garrifons, and by 
both good words and deeds confirmed the refolutions of his Souldiers as much 
as he could, although to very little purpofe. For as foon as he was returned to 
Constantinople, and Thomas was arrived in Thrace , they all revolted to him, and 
followed him to the Siege of that City. The Emperour hereupon as he could, 
ratted other Forces, which committing to the Conduit of Catacelas and Olbia- 
j fent *? ? eet j?® T y ran f> and put a flop to his proceedings, and he ne¬ 
glected not his Sea affairs, putting matters there into as good a pofture as his 
preftnt condition would fuller. But Thomas like a Torrent, with his vaft Armies, 

^ by Sea and Land, bore down all before him, eafily routing and diffipating 
all the Emperour s Forces, whereever they appeared, and (truck him with fo 
much Terrour, that he caufed a chain to be drawn crofs the Haven, from the 
SjoyningS^a° Pf ° fite Vl aSe * to ftop Progrefs into the inward Parts of the 

37. At thistime there lived in the Ifland Scirus, one of the Cyclades, a certain 
Sf.Pf“ , ca J Ie ;. fegory, whom being a near Huffman of Leo the late Emperour, 

Michael had thither bamlhed for boldly upbraiding him with.his death. Thomas 
thought fit to draw him to his Party, and for that purpofe, gave him the Com- 
™” d ,°[ twel ^ e th °ufand Men, and fent him to Attacque Conflantinople, being 
affifted by a ftrong Squadron of Ships, that the Defendants thus fet on both by 
and Land* might have the greater diverfion andlefs ability to defend them¬ 
felves. He himfelf intended to follow with the grols of the Army. The chain 
was without much difficulty broken, and Siege laid to the City on all Tides, after 
which Thomas himfelf coming up, many furious Afiaults were made, but the In¬ 
habitants 
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habitants made fuch vigorous and refolute oppofition, that nothingthey produced, 
and “fodnd himfelf deceived in his expeflatior..that “ 

SraH' Igsi&sls&r!: sss sg 

and much diftraded in his mind what courfe to take ; but at length, truftin 0 

“sWSk-SW SS2SX55? J.*-. «■«- 

nCt“anemp“ the Town onthatf.de, and he himfeh refolds to M upoo,to 
Endeavouring Towers of Blache,me, wherein he conce.ved the chief ftrengh <£^ 

Inverted by a**fl^ke Temou^nto ri^Defendants^andtofo^e^them^^yicW^but 11 ^ a 
Sr Tem - &d» k : “oteT^peft which both ^ e y C ^CTe < r^ 

ml fo Encouraged the Citizens, that now they^took more refo- 

Iution and began to make Sallies, which fo vexed and wearied him, that Winter 
alfo being lharp in thofe Quarters, he refolved to raife the Siege, and leaving 
rLt cl'rtcfhi Army irTfome warmer place, with firm 
Snrins as loon as the Seafon would permit. This he performed, but found 
tE now better provided for his Reception, being furmfhed both with a Fleet 
C J% ?/ a L°ndArmy Atthe fame Quartet he gavethe Affaultas before, and with 
as much violence, which while it continued, Michael founja conyenienceto 
talkwith feme of his Souldiers, to whom he promised not onely pardon for what 
was paft but good rewards in cafe they would defert his Service, and abftam 
from me Iheddfng of Bloud in fo bad a quarrel. But they were deaf to all his 
charming Language, and rather more animated againft him, meafuring their 
deUtyTo S their § ownCaptain by his ftrength, which in then: apprefrenfipns made 

go° d Language had no °P era ^° n “wkh 

afa,ly PP up y on theEnemy he didg*t gwjyj 
Town, killing very many of them obtained a notable Vi«ory. I to ?i»^naving receiv^ 
this defeit at Land had no better fuccefs at Sea, where lus Navy_ mtorled 
through the Cowardife of his men, who terrified with the approach of the Empe- 
Trken^ fled Sck to Land/and feme of them revolted, the reft retired 
unto their Camp. His fuccefs was better againft Gregory the Kinfinan of leo 9 
who nerceiving his Affairs go down the wind, and believing he would in a lhort 
time Sdle rlolved to make his Peace;gth Michael mi the: rate 

bSufe the Emperour had gotten his Wife and Children into hs Hands. But 
Thomas had timely notice of his intended flight with that party whicfrhe coim 
manTd and as he was marching away, before the Emperour could gave the 
News of his revolt fell upon hm, and eafily maftennghis Vmty 
and prefently put him to death, having left a convement Number of men, 
this while to keep the fiege, left the Enemy ftiould take the A ^ V9 " ta | e » 
in uoon his back The exploit performed, he returned to the fiege, and fent 
Letters up and down which faffiy proclaimed a mighty Ji*ory,and fen or 
fuch Ships as lay in Greece, as purpofing to purfue his good Fortune by Sea jno, 
and the FleeTcame as far as fiJ^Vconfifting of fifty Vettels /n aU, as well-thofe 
of burthens the other for fighting. The Emperoufs 

coming and fecretly by Night fet upon them. Many were taken with tne meq, 
otherv^vere burnt ; and thofe that efcaped came u P to BArcW, which they 
joined with the Land Forces. 

30. In 
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30. In the mean time feveral skirmifties happened at the fiege, fometimes Mi¬ 
chael himfelf, otherwhiles Theophilus his Son, or Catacelas and Olbianus ifiuing 
out upon the Befiegers, for he durft. not adventure upon a fet Battel, becaule 
Thomas far exceeded him in Numbers. But by this time the Report of the Ro¬ 
man Emperours being blocked up in a Town, had flown far and wide, and was 
come to the Ears of Mortagon the Ring of the Bulgarians , who was therewith fo 
affeifted, as pitying the Dignity rather than the Man he fent privately, to in¬ 
courage him with a promife, that he would come fpeedily to his afiiftence. 

Michael either for that he fufpe&ed what this ftranger in condufion might doe, 
or was unwilling the Countrey ihould be walled by another Army, or rather 
to fave his Money in getting and keeping, whereof none of his Predeceflours had 
been more fordid, thanked the Bulgarian for his kindnefs, and excufed his not 
accepting of his Relief. But for all this Mortagon who was accuftomed to War 
and Depredations, and defirous to confirm the League for thirty years, which he 

And forced to had made to the Armenians, undertook the expedition againft Thomas , and com- 
raife the fiege ing into the Roman Territories as far as Cedottus, there incamped himfelf. Tho- 
Kof the r " mas -> as he had reafon, was very much difturbed, finding himfelf too weak to con- 
Buigarians to tinuethe Siege, and fight the Bulgarians too, great Forces being requifite to each of 
S e • Ei m c ‘ tllefe undertakings. At length he refolved to fight the Bulgarians, which he did at 
r °ur . cedoftus, but was worfled in Battel j great Numbers of his men being flaughtered, 
the News whereof coming to his Fleet before Confiantinople , it prefently revol¬ 
ted to the Emperour. Yet fuch was his Ambition and Hopes of attaining his 
ends, at laft, that incouraged by the retreat of Mortagon into his own Countrey; 
he Hill continued his fiege. . 

31. But finding all his Attempts frurtrate, at length he. .marched to a place 
called Diabafis, fome furlongs diftant from the City, und very convenient forEx- 
curfions where he incamped himfelf, and thence wafted all near the Walls, with¬ 
out any formal fiege or drawing out his Forces. The Emperour incouraged by 
this his Recefs raifed a confiderable Army, which he committed to the Condudt 
of Catacelas and Ollianus, and thereto joyning his Guards and the ordinary Militia, 
he led them all againft him who received them courageoufly, and by way of 
ftratageme ordered his men to counterfeit flight, and fuddenly again to retreat, 

, and fo terrifie the Enemy. But liis Defign would not take at this time. His 

•irivento/f' 5 were quite tired out with expectation. Such of them as had Wives and Fa- 
drianopie. milies at Home, now began to think of returning to them; how lavilhly they 
had Hied civil and innocent Bloud, and to gratify the madnels and ambition of 
one man fpent three years in profecution of that, which now there was no pro¬ 
bability of attaining. The fign being therefore given they fled not in jeft, but 
in good earrieft, and difperfing themfelves, moft of them went over to the Em¬ 
perour. Thomas himfelf with a few got to Adrianople , and Anaftatius his fiefti- 
tious Son feized upon the Caftle of Birya, Michael refolved to make fure of them 
e’er they could recruit, and in the firft place purfued Thomas , whom tefieging, he 
refolved not to ufe any Engines or Jnftruments of Battery in attacking the 
Town, but to ftarve him out, partly becaufe he would not deface the Walls and 
Houles, and that he might not teach the Scythians , bordering upon the place, the 
manner of taking Cities by ftorm. A line he drew about the place, and bloc¬ 
ked it up every where. Thomas put forth all fuch as were not fit for War, but 
neceflaries at length failing thole that remained, moft of them made their efcapes 
as they could, at a little Gate, and over the Walls by Ropes, part of them going 
to the Emperour, and part to Anaftafius ftill lying at Birga. 

3 2. Thofc that remained with Thomas being reduced to fuch extremity, that 
at ,a . ft they were forced to eat rotten Leather and other things which naturally Man 
liverrf upto‘ abhors, at laft entertained Correfpondence with Michael\ and having obtained 
the Empe- pardon for what was paft, delivered him up in Fetters to him. Michael observing 
rour. the Cuftome received in thole times by the Emperours, upon fuch occafions, 
firft caufed him to lie all along on the ground, and then fet he his Feet upon his 
Neck, after which his Hands and Feet being cut of£ he was put upon an Afs and 
fliewed about the Camp, faying onely thus much, Thou who art the true King (or ’Eamw & 
Emperonr ) hate mercy npon me. The Emperour went about to examine him if 
any of his Courtiers were of the Confpiracy, and he had doubtlefs accufed ma- ' v ' 
ny had not John Exabulius the Patritian advifed Michael 'to forbear and not to 
trull an Enemy that accufes his Friends j by which faying he faved many mifera- 
ble Citizens and the very Friends of the Emperour from great impending mif- 
chiefs. Thomas at length lpent by lingring Torments, breathed out his laft in the 

middle 
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middle of Ottober, a Man who at the beginning enterprized great things, and 
„ with great Alacrity and Vigour profecuted his Defigns, but fell lefs and leis as he 

went on, and his laft attempts anfwered not expectation. Thofevat Bnga under- 
ftanding what their Friends at Adrianople had done,. treated Anaftafius ini the lame 
manner ; for they delivered him up bound Hand and Foot, and he penmed after 
the fame manner as did his Father, fucceeding him in his punifhment, though not 
in his Imperial Dignity. The two Ufurpers were thus difpatched, but lome Kem- 
The inhabi- nants of the Rebellion remained, P avium and Heraclea two Maritime Towns or 
tan« of Hera- ^ race ftill held out, not fo much out of refpedt to them as hatred to the Empe- 
SiSdEa roar, becaufe he refufed to reftore Images. f But e'er long was taken, the 

to obedience. "Walls being overwhelmed by an Earthquake, and Heraclea was ftormed on the 
fide lying toward the Sea. • ■ . , c , 

33. There yet remained two Caftles, Cabala and Saxiana, whereof the one was 
choreas and held by Choreas , the other by Gazarenus , who thence exercifed Robberies and 
Ga K arenus Depredations. The Emperour offered them their pardon, and more than that to 
make them Matters ( fuch was the Name of the Dignity ) but they rejafted his 
offer, which he knowing, corrupted fome of the garrifon Souldiers, lo that going 
out to rob another time, the Gates were fhut againft them at their return, and 
flying into Syria , they were there apprehended by fome of the Governours, and 
And the Cj. nailed to Crofles. By this means the whole Rebellion was now extinguilnt. Up- 
vii War ii- on fuch as were taken in the War Michael no otherwife animadverted,, than by 

n,fhed * fetting them firft on Afies, and fo carrying them about to be feen at the Circenfian 

Games, after which they were banilhed. But, as Cedrenus write,, all mdchiefs 
ceafed not with the War ; but as well EuropeAfia , the Head, as the Tail, Clohe 
terms it) were chaftized from Heaven, by Slaughters, Fires, Earthquakes, Rob¬ 
beries, Civil Broils, fudden and unexpected deltruction of Cities, figns in the 
Heaven and Air: and the like mifehiefs invaded alfo the Iflands, aswell as the 
Continent; all which he aferibes to this, that they would not wqrihip Images. 
But (to come to the matter ) at fuch time as Thomas began to raife Commoti¬ 
ons, when the rumour thereof fpread abroad, the Saracens that inhabited Spain , 
thinking a fit opportunity to be prefented them, defired of their Prince, that 
they might fend out a Colony; for that they were too numerous for the Coun- 
The Eaftern trey they inhabited. Their Prince Apochapfus by Name (their Amermumnes Ce- 
Iflcs wafted J renm rather than they themfelves called him J very glad, of the opportunity, 
cL and concealing his defign went with fome long fhips furniihed with them to wafte 

the Eaftern Iflands which belonged to the Empire* both to gratify the People, 
and to difeover whether there was any fruitfuU Me, into which it would be worth 
his labour to fend a Colony.. Sailing away at the beginning of the Spring and 
coming to feveral Iflands he found no refiftence, all Ships and Gamfons being 
gone to the afliftence of Thomas ; great booty he got, andiTo returned, bringing 
borne efpecially Intelligence concern'mg the fertility and pleafantnels of Crete, as 
a place abounding with Milk and Honey; for fo he term d it. 

They invade 34. When therefore Winter was over, and the feafon permitted, with another 
Crete. Fleet con fifting of forty Ships and furniflied with Souldiers, he fet fell, and arri¬ 
ving at Crete, there landed his Men. He incamped upon the Promontory Char ax, 
and fent Spies to difeover the Countrey, who returned, without having met any 
to oppofe them, when in the mean time, he caufed all the Ships to be let on fire. 
The Army being much affrighted at the fight, and returning to the Camp to 
know the caufe of the misfortune, their Captain told them that they themfelves 
were the caufe thereof, who had been earneft for planting a Colony in fome fruit- 
full place: but no fruitfuller, nor fitter every way to plant in did he know than 
this, now he had both fetisfied their defire9, and had eafed himfelf Of their Im¬ 
portunities. But they objected to him the want of their Wives and Children, to 
which he anfwered that they Ihould fpeedily have captive Women wmch they 
might ufe as Wives, and on them beget Children: and fatisfied with tius anfwer 
Thereof pho. they intrenched themfelves. Photinus the Protofpatharian aqd Prefect oi the Eatt, 
tinus adver- having fpeedy notice hereof gave Intelligence alfo to the Emperour, deliring ne 
oerou? ieEm " might have fuificient Forces to withftand fo impending a mifchief, whoaccor- 
They defeat dingly with great fupplies difpatched to him Damianus another Proto/pathanan, 
him and Da- and t h ey joyning their Powers together, prepared for an expedition. But it 
happened that coming to ingage the Saracens , at the very firft onfet Damtanu? 
was flain, which lo alfrighted the whole Army that it ran away, and amongll 
others Photinus to the Emperour as fall as a fwift Pinnace could carry mm with 
the News of the Overthrow, who yet rewarded him with the Government oi 
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Sicily inftead of that of Crete, whereof the unmannerly Agarens had now de¬ 
prived him. They could not for fome time> agree amongft themfelves where to 
plant, being fohcitous for a place of fafety, till a certain Monk coming down 
Choice from the Mountains directed them to Chandace , which finding very convenient 
for their Defigns, they there built a City to command the whole Ifiand, and thence 
they made Excurfions, and took all the Towns within the Ifiand. in a /hort fpace; 
one onely excepted. After this manner became the Ifle of Crete, fobjedt to the 
Saracens, who ftreight began to perfecute fuch as profefled the Chriftian Reli¬ 
gion. 

35. But, Michael, freed from the civil Wars, afcribed the Ifliie not to the 
Goodnefs of Almighty God, but to his own Prudence and Sagacity. His Wife 
being dead and having a great defire to be married again, he deals with fome of 
the leading men in the Senate, by their complaints to conftrain him as it were to 
take another; nay to threaten him in cafe he did it not, ufing this worthy pre¬ 
text, that their Wives mult by no means want a Sovereign Lady and Miftrefe. 

Tofatisfie them therefore he will take a Wife,but not without this Caution neither, 
that in cafe ihe overlive him, they will ingage toefteem and honour her as their 

Michael mar- Emprefs, and make Emperour one of the Sons he fiiould have by her. After all 
ne, a veUcd this fti r> he takes out of a Monaftery a Virgin called Euphrofyna, one that from 
her Childhood had ever profefled the Monaitical life, and was reported to be the 
Daughter of Conftantine, whofe Eyes were put out by his Mother Irene. Being 
married, he began to think of the Ifle of Crete , and what a difgrace it was, for 
him to luffer the Saracens in it to neft themfelves; therefore he fent away Cratertu 
the Governour of the Cilyreots with feventy Veflels, to which joining all the cedrenus. 
reft that belonged to the Iflands, he made up a confiderable Fleet, and there- %°naras. 
with landed his men, and very fiercely fell upon them, who with as much refolu- Vf"" 

tion received him. From break of the day they fought till noon, without any * 

appearance to which fide the Victory inclined, but, towards Evening the Sara¬ 
cens were worfted and put to flight, many of them being flain and many taken, 
and their new City might have eafily run the fame fortune had day and light fuf- 
ficed. But the Conquerours were, neither, willing to take too much pains, and 
not valuing thole that had efcaped whom they doubted not, but they could ea¬ 
fily mafter when they pleafed, they gave themfelves to Drunkennefs all the 
Night, as if they had been at home, and not in an Enemies Countrey; not fo 
much as fetting any Watch, or taking the leaft care of their own Security. The 
Saracens now, how weary and wounded foever, perceiving the condition they 
were in, when they were all drowned in drink and fleep fell in upon them and 
ShSdf cutth u e P alj°$ hardly one efcaping with the News from the Ifiand except Cra¬ 
tes (lain by himfelf, who got away in a Merchants fhip, but the Captain of the Sara- 

the Saracens, cens feeking for him, and miffing him among the dead fent thole after him who 
took him alfo napping in the Ifiand Cos, and thereiiailed him to aCrofs. This 
expedition fo ill iucceeding, one Or if has, a man confiderable both for Courage and 
Skill in mintary Affairs, raifed by the Emperour’s order an Army which got the 
Name of TeJJaracontarius or Fortieth, becaufe to every man were affigned fa 
many Aurei. Herewith vifiting the Ifles partly by Ambufhes, and partly by o- 
pen Ingagements, lie reprefled the Infolence of thefe Cretian Saracens. 

36. At this time it happened that one Euphemius an Officer in the Army, fal- 
ling in love with a veiled Virgin in a Monaftery, and incouraged by what he 
knew the Emperour to have done in the like cafe, took her thence by force and 
lay with her- Her Brothers hereupon make loud complaints to the Emperour 
who gives order to the Governour of Sicily, if upon examination he found the 
matter objected to be true, to cut off his Nofe. Euphemius having notice of his 
doom draws into confpiracy his Fellow Officers, and makes fo ftrong a Party 
that when the Governour comes to execute his Orders he eafily repelis him, and 
flying over to the Ameras or Governour of Africk, promifes him to betray Sicily 
into lus Hands, and pay him a large Tribute if he would declare him Emperour 

Euphemius of the Romans. This the Ameras thought was no great matter to doe, and there- 
bring* the Sa- Him w *tH Forces, and fends him away with the glorious, but empty 

racens intoSi- Title 01 Emperour. He accordingly brought the Saracens into Sicily but as he 
SvSieon Went ***** th , e Ifland to P erfwade the People to own and receive him for Em- 
• perour indeed, and coming to Syracufe went fo near the Walls, that he was 
drawn about a bow foot oft from his Company, as he endeavoured to make his 
way by a flattering Speech, two of the Citizens being Brothers agree together to 
take the opportunity and kill him. They made him great Reverence, and both 

by 
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by words and geftures flattered him into a belief of their kindnefs and fidelity, 
infoniuch that he to requite their Civility called them to him, and went to la- 
lute one of them, who caught him by the Hair of the Head, and fofaftheld 
him till the other cut off His Head. But the Saracens fell not fliort of what 
they defigned and he promifed, for introduced by him they got pofleffion of the 
Ifland, and not onely that, but upon Calabria and feveral other pars, by reafon 
of this Vicinity they feized, wafting all where e’er they came with Fire and Sword. 

But though Cedrenus and others relate this ftory of Euphemius all together, yet 
two years feem to have been taken up in tranfa&ing the whole Affair, the Death 
Michael dies, of the Emperour Michael, being related juft after the Conclufion. He died after 
he had reigned nine years of a Dyfentery, and was buried in Juflinians great 
zxjWw re- Chapel. Dalmatia alio revolted from the Empire in his time, which was. very 
Empir” mthe ^ of Calamities, which credulous People believed was foretold by an Oracle. ■ 

They alfo concluded, that the Empire Ihould at length be devolved upon him, 
from fome Circuihftances which fell out at the Promotion of Leo his Prede- 
ceflour. As Leo being about to pray for happy fuccefs put off the Robe he then 
had on, he gave it to hold to this Michael, being then the Mafter of his Horfe, 
who without any more to doe put it on. And when the faid Leo inverted in 
another Robe, went into the Chapel belonging to the Palace, this Michael follow¬ 
ing him negligently trod on his Train, which it’s faid Leo accounted an ill Omen, 
and thence guefied that he would in time raife Commotions. Frorh thefe paflages, 
and what has been faid of the Monk, we may fee how they were addi&ed to 
Prophecies and Ominous conceits in thofe days. 

Tbeopbilushit 37. Michael Balbus being dead, Theophilus his Son now arrived at Man’s 
him. UCCee * Eftate fucceeded him in the Month of Oftober, and the feventh Indication in the 
fixteenth year of Ludovicus Emperour of the Weft, the fecond of Gregory the 
Fourth of that Name Bifhop of Rome. A.D. DCCCXXIX. This Theophilus g™; 
fliewed himfelf a marvellous obferver of Juftice, and a fevere Aflertour of the 
Laws of the Empire, though' as his Adverfaries, upon account of Religion take Joan. Curop 
upon them to cenfure hint, he was herein hypocritical, pretending this Zeal 
merely thereby to fecure himfelf from Confoiracies, to cut off all Pretences and 
Advantages, that any who had a mind to ufurp, might catch at, and improve a- 
gainft Him. To this purpofe he put in Execution fuch a Defign, as could not but 
to the underftanding fort evince his Father to have been both a Traitour and a 
Tyrant, and himfelf an Ufurper if He came to the Dignity by the way of Suc- 
ceffion, and upon his account. He refolved to put to death all thofe that had 
any Hand in the Murther of Leo and his Father’s Advancement, and for that 
end publilhed an Edi<ft whereby he fummoned all fuch. as had had any Favours, 

Dignities or Preferments conferred on them by him,to theHoufe called Magnaura , 
and from the Five Towers Pentapyrgium. When they were all aflembled he mildly 
told them, that his Father had in his Life-time refolved to reward fudi*highly, as 
had procured his preferment, and done him eminent fervice, but foralmuch as 
being prevented by death, he could not effect what he purpofed, he had left 
death him as his Executour to pay that Debt. Therefore he defired them that were 
rers of Leo his His Father’s Friends to feparate themfelves from the reft, into a peculiar place, 

Predeceffour. where they might receive the Reward intended them. Such as had afiifted in 
the Murther of Leo, in expe&ation of fome great matter gladly and readily dif- 
covered themfelves, whom having incompafled as Filh in a Net, he comman¬ 
ded the Officer thereto appointed to put the Laws in execution, telling him that 
Seeing both God and he committed the Power to him , he Jhould give thefe men their 
full hire, who had not onely defiled their Hands with Mans bloud, but had killed the 
Anointed of the Lord within his Temple. Having faid this he difmifled the Aflem- 
bly, and the Officer going to work took the Malefa&ours, and punilhed them 
as thofe that had committed Murther. This performed, Theophilus fent back his 
Mother-in-Law, and Ihut her up in the Monaftery, where firlt Ihe had been pro¬ 
fefled. And the Ihgagement wherewith her Husband had bound the Senate in 
her behalf, could not ltand her in any ftead. 

I* a ftvi-fl ob- 38. Such was Theophilus his beginning. He was fo exacft a Follower of Juftice, 

UIceland a- tbat He was feared by bad, and admired by all good Men, this onely blot our 
gainft wor- Authours find in his Efcocheon, that he was againft the worlhipping of Images, 
pipping of and as feverelyas any of his Predeceflours. Every week he rode to our Ladies 
mages. Church in Bldchernce, and heard all Complaints of opprefled People, without 
any partiality. Riding aifo about the Markets, he himfelf would view what 
was to be fold, and take notice of the Prices of Commodities, wherein he went 

below 
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below himfelf,but he would not trufl any to doe it, efpecially in Meats and Drinks, 
where the Poor were mod concerned. In all other matters relating to Government 
he was very exa< 9 r, having an efpecial regard to Courts of Juftice. And although 
lie condefcended thus in thefe things yet was he not of any Mean, Covetous or 
Sordid Spirit, as appears by this following Pafiage. Looking on a time over the 
Wall of the Palace towards the Sea, he beheld coming into the Haven a Ship of 
burthen goodly to behold under fail, and very well fraught with Merchandife. 

Being much taken with the fight, and asking to whom the Veflel belong¬ 
ed, and what was her Lading, it was anfwered, to the Emprefs, with which an- 
Notnt ail gt- fwer at prefent he feem’d fatisfied, and replyed nothing. But Haying till the time 
y en to Cove- came be w'as to go to the Church in Blachernis , in his way he took the Haven, 
touineis. w bere he called to the Mariners, and demanded of them if they wanted any thing, 
when after often asking, at length they replied, that by the care of the Empe- 
l our they had all things that were convenient for them, he demanded if they did 
not know that God Almighty had made him Emperour, but the Emprefs his Wife 
had made him a Merchant or Mariner; and he added with Indignation, was there 
ever any Emprefs before that faw her Husband a Merchant ? This laid, he cau- 
fed the Men to come afhore, and to bring their own Goods along with them, then 
fire to be fet to the Ship, which confumed it with all its Merchandize and Tack¬ 
ling. He rebuked his Wife with great earneftnefs, and threatned her with de- 
ftrudtion if ever fhe attempted any fuch thing again ; telling her that Traffick 
was ordained for private men wherewith to luftam themfelves, and that if Prin¬ 
ces ihould befides their publick Incomes apply themfelves to Trade, their Subje&s 
ihould not have whereon to live. Her Name was Theodora, by Birth a Paphlago- 
nian , the Daughter of one Maximus a Man of Noble Parentage, ahd Theottifta 
Floriana his Wife. 

39. Another Story is told, which as much fhews his Juftice, and both of them 
Very juft. declare his generous Difpofition. There was a certain Souldierin the Army that 
had an excellent Horfe, of fo good Heels that he had often laved his Mailer’s life 
in Battel. The Officer under whom he ferved taking notice of him, indeavoured 
by all means, both by Threats and Promifes to get him from him, and when he 
could no-ways prevail, accufed him to the Emperour for a Coward and Calhier’d 
him. Not long alter it happened that the Emperour wanted an excellent Horfe, 
which bringing to the mind of this Officer the repulfe he had received from the 
Souldier, he takes away his Horfe by mere force, and prefents him to Theophilus 
as of his own free gift. After this there being a neceffity of raifing more Forces, 
this man is preft to the fervice afrelh and ingaging in Battel, for want of his v 
Horfe is overtaken and llain, leaving a Wife and Children behind him. The Wi¬ 
dow left in low condition, and hearing much of the Emperour’s Juftice, comes 
to Conjlantinople , and as he rode to the Church in Blachernis, according to his cu- 
ftome, upon her Husband’s Horfe, caught him by the Bridle, crying out that he 
was hers, and that the Emperour had been the caufe of her Husband’s death. 

Theophilus amazed defires her to have patience till he returned to Court, and then 
to come to him, which flie did, and having told him all the Story, he fent im¬ 
mediately for the Officer, and caufed the Woman to ftep afide. He being exami¬ 
ned would confefs nothing, till Ihe being produced, and confronting, he could no 
more deny the Fa<ft, but firft (landing mute, acknowledged what ihe faid to be 
true as to all Circumftances, and then he fell at the Emperour’s feet with Tears 
imploring his mercy. Theophilus took away all his Eftate and gave it to the Wi¬ 
dow and her Children, put him out of Command, and fent him into Banifh- 
ment. 

Endued with 40. Befides thefe good qualities he was very magnificent in building, amongft 
goodQuaUdcs ot ^ er tllin g s lie rebuilt the Walls of the City, pulling down the old and mean 
ones, and rearing others in their room, fo lofty that they could not befcaled by 
the Art of Enemies. To all diflolute living he was fo averfe, that he turned 
Whores out of the Stews, and converted the place to the better ufe of harbour¬ 
ing Strangers, giving it his own Name, and afterward it became a Nunnery or 
Receptacle of the better fort of fingle Women. He himfelf is reported never to 
have been overtaken with Women but once, being then infnared by the extraor¬ 
dinary beauty of one of the Emprefles Attendants, but feeing his Wife to be much 
concerned about it, he confefled his fault, asked her forgivenefs, and with hands 
lifted up to Heaven, vowed that he had never been faulty in that kind before. 

He much affedted Mufick, and compofed feveral Anthems. He had very fhort 
Hair, and therefore publilhed an Edidl, that no Roman fhould wear Locks longer 

than 
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than his Neck; but otherwife alfo by Laws he indeavoured to retain the ancient 
Roman temperance and moderation. Having five Daughters and never a Son, liis 
beft beloved, Mar] by Name, he refolved to Marry to feme Perfon of Principal 
note and merit, and pitched upon one Alexius Mofeles, an Armenian by Birth, de- 
feended of the Genitte , one beautifull in Perfon, and in the flower of his Age. He 
firft conferred on him the Dignity of Patritian, then of Pro-conful, afterward of 
Mafter, and at laft created him Ctefar, and with a numerous Army, matters then 
requiring it, fent him into Lombardy. There he managed his matters to the fatis- 
fadtion of his Father-in-Law,but what fatisfied him,diflatisfied his Aimulatours,who 
accufed him as Ambitious, and affedling the Empire, and they urged a Prophecy as if 
A fhould jujlle out Th; which as foon as he underftood he defired leave of Theophilus 
to retire to the Monaftical life. The Emperour unwilling to doe fo much injury to 
his Daughter, denied his Requeft, and compelled him to keep his Rank and Power ; 
but (he dying not long after, and Theophilus having a Son born to him by Name 
Michael,, when he again importuned him to difmifs him, he allented, though with 
much regret, and alligned him fuch places as he thought moft commodious for his 
retirement. 

41. Befides this Alexius he was otherwife well furniffied with eminent Cap¬ 
tains, two efpecially, Manuel and Theophobus. Manuel had formerly been General 
to Leo , and Mafter of the Horfe to Michael Rangabes. Theophobus was the bafe Son 
of a certain Perfian Ambafladour, defeended of the Royal bloud, who after his 
birth prefently died, and left him at Conjlantinople. It happening that all thofe of 
the Royal Houfe in Perfia being either deftroyed or driven away by the Saracens , 
the Per fans hearing of him fent to Theophilus to defire they might have him to be 
their King; but he refufed it, chufing rather to make him a Patritian, and to 
give him his own Sifter in Marriage, and he made a Law which gave leave to his 
Subjects to Marry with Per fans. By this means many of that Nation came over 
to him, and gave their Names to the expedition he was now undertaking againfl: 
the Saracens, out of whom he raifeda Legion, which was called the Perjian, and 
joyned in the Army with the Roman Legions. The Saracens having invaded the 
Roman Territories, Theophilus with thefe two Captains marcheth againfl them. 
When they came near the Enemy, and began to confider whether they fhould 
give Battel, Manuel was againfl: the Emperour’s ingaging in Perfon, affirming it a 
thing below him to graple with a Man fo inferiour as the Amermumnes was, and 
that feme of his Captains with part of his Forces was to dp it. but Theophobus 
contended that the Prince himfelf ought to fight, and advifed him by Night to 
fall on with the Foot, and to leave the Horfe for a Referve. The Emperour ap¬ 
proved not of his Advice as to falling on by Night, butrefolving to doe it by day 
light, Imprael the Amermumna or General of the Saracens , whether out of fear, 
or to let the Romans fee how much he defpifed them, went away with part of 


Ingaging with 
the Saracens 
and Turks he 
ii worfted. 


liis Army^ and left eighty thoufand men wdth Abuzachar one of his Captains to 
fight them. Battel being joyned many fell on both fides, and at length the Co¬ 
horts or Schools, as they called them, with their Captain or Domejiicus gave 
ground and turned their backs. The Emperour with his Guard, two thouland 
Per fans , and Theophobus got to an Hill, where they were incompafled by the Sa¬ 
racens, who fought to take him Prifoner, and his own men drove as hard to de¬ 
fend him, and in this Contention they fpent all the day ; when night was come 
Theophobus commanded the Souldiers to fhout and make a noife with their Trum¬ 
pets and Inftruments of Mufick as if they rejoyced for feme . Relief that was arri¬ 
ved, which Strategeme took fo well that the Saracens concluding they had Suc¬ 
cours come indeed, left they fhould be furrounded by their Enemies, retreated to 
feven Miles diftance, and by this means the Emperour efcaped to the reft: of his 
Army which had run away. Yet did he onely chide, and in no feverer manner 
animadverted upon them. Theophobus, as reafon was, he very much honoured, 
which made his Countrey menthe morfe fond of him, infomuch that they Petitio¬ 
ned Theophilus , that under His Conduit they might by themfelves make War 
againfl: the Saracens. And he fo far gratified them, that he fuflered none elfe to 
command them. 


42. The following year he marched againfl: the Saracens with very good fuccefs, 
which incouraged him to make another attempt the next Spring, but this did not 
anfwer expedition. For he had far the word, and was very near being taken in 
Battel, when Manuel his General confidering what a difgrace it would be to the 
Roman Name and Empire, propounded it to the Army as an Argument to ani¬ 
mate them to fetch him off, and when he had broken through to him and found 

him 


him wearied and in defpair, he intreated him to follow him as he made him way 
And with diffi- through the throng of the Enemies. But Theophilus Hill loitered, pretending he muil 
c ffb h- OU Ge- not difcourage his men by flying, which Manuel perceiving came back when he had 
reraf in* the already palled to him the third time, and drawinghis Sword threatned to kill him 
next. except he would follow him* (telling him it much more behoved the State that 

he fliould die than be taken) by which means he brought him off. For this fer- 
vice hedeferveda reward, and the Emperour was not flow to give it, and the 
thing being fo evident, to confefs he had been his Deliverer. But as Princes do 
not care too much to be beholden to their Subjects, he envied him for his Repu¬ 
tation, and there wanted not thofe who-gratified him by accuflng the General of 
. . Defignsto Ufurp, fo that it’was refolved he fliould loofc his fight. This was dif- 
accufed'to^he covered to him by one that: formerly had been his Servant* and now was Cup- 
Emperourflies bearer to the Emperour, whereupon he fled to the Saracens , and upon condition 
to the Sara. that be fl loU i d not t> e conftrained to change his Religion, revolted to them and 
iet “' was joyfUHy received. He was fpeedily advanced to the liigheft Honour and 

Command he was capable of, and with an Army the Saracens fent him againft 
their Neighbours called Cermata. But herefufed to fight with any other than 
fuch Romans as there were in Captivity, whom gathering into a Body he there¬ 
with did very notable Service, and took a Caftle called Chorofan , flriking greater 
terrour into the Befieged, not onelyby his valour, but the difference of Language 
and Habit, and an unexpected change of the manner of fighting. But not onely 
was he very acceptable to the Saracens , for fighting with Men, but making Wat* 
alfo upon Wild Beafts, which did very much at this time infeft their Coun¬ 
trey, and afforded him this opportunity of keeping his Souldiers in Ac- 
tion. 

43. Thefe things being made known to Theophilus , vexed him much, as taxing 
llimfelf with Ingratitude and high Imprudence, in difobliging foferviceableaman, 
therefore he refolved to get him Back by any means. At that time Monks being 
wont to travel! and wander up and down in all Places, he employed one of that 
fort whom he knew fit for his purpofe, as leaft liable to fufpicion, fending by him 
But u rent for Letters ftrengthenedby a Seal of Gold and a Crofs, which gave Manuel fuch fatis- 
to the Empe- faction, as concealing the Meflage he ftudied how to return, and after fome time 

rour - effected it in this manner. He delired leave of Jfmael Prince of the Saracens to make 

an Expedition againft the Romans into Cappadocia , to be revenged chiefly on 
thofe who had accufed him to the Emperour, and eafily obtained it, together 
with the Son of the Prince to accompany him, as having already given fufficient 
Teftimony of his Fidelity. The Governour of Cappadocia he prepared before¬ 
hand to receive him, and being arrived at the place he defired, and going out 

from the Army with the Prince his Son and a few Followers as to Hunt, he bid 

the Young man get him back to th e Saracens, and let them know his Refolution 
And received 0 f returning into his own Countrey. Getting fafe to Confiantinople he was glad- 
into favour. ]y received by the Emperour in the Church of Blachernce , there had conferred 
on him the Place of Magifier , and was Ihortly after Godfather to his Son Michael , 
whom afterwards he adorned with the Imperial Title and Enfigns of Majefty. Af¬ 
ter this in the Spring Theophilus and the Saracens on each fide made preparations 
for War, but coming near together were ftruck with fuch mutual fear, that both 
Armies returned home without having any thing performed. At his return came 
Ambafl'adours from Chagan the petty Prince of Chazaria, defiring leave to build 
up a Caftle called Marcol on the Borders, as very convenient for reftraining the 
Incurfions of the Petzinaca toward the River Tanais , which they obtained, and 
*one Petronas was fent to fee the thing performed. Petronas when he came back 
acquainted the Emperour that he could not continue Mafter of Cherfon , except he 
fent thither a Governour of his own, the manner having been to put fome of the 
Natives into the command. The Emperour being fatisfied with his Reafons fent 
him to execute the office, with orders to the Townfmen to put him into poflef- 
fion, which they obeyed. 

Theophilus en- 44. The year following Theophilus made an Incurfion into Syria againft the Si- 
ten Syria waf- racens, which wafting all in his way he took two Cities, and carrying away the 
miniono/the Inhabitants madehimfelf Mafter alfo of Sozopetra the Native place of the Amer- 
Saracem. mumnes , though he fent to him and earneftly begged of him that he would fpare 
it. This done the Emperour returned to Confiantinople, leaving behind him Theo- 
phohus to fettle fome matters relating to the Army, which pa It, he was to follow 
after. But the Reverence which the Mercenary Perjians had for Theophilus , be¬ 
ing removed they fell into a Mutiny, and laying hold of Theopholus at Sinope , 

would 
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would needs make him Emperour, though he ufed all the Proteftations and Iri- 
treaties he could ; but when he could not divert them, he fent private nonce, of 
it to Theophilus to fignifie his Averfenefs to the Thing, and as foon as he could 
made hisefcape and got to Court, where he was kindly received and enjoyed his 
former Honours. And for this time no farther trouble happened, the Perjians 
being alfo pardoned, and received to favour, yet it was thought fit that being 
thirty thoufand in Number they fliould not continue together, but be difperled by 
l, required by two thoufands into feveral Provinces under their diftin<ft Officers. But the Prince 
a V.fit from ^ Sarace „ s or j me rmumnes , as thefe Greek Hiftonans call him, was wcndcr- 
fully inraged for the deftrucftion of his Native City, and breathing nothing but 
revenge, hired men out of Babylonia, Phmicia , Palefiine, , CMrta , and the^ far¬ 
ther Africk, , (that lying next Spain Cedrenus means) giving prders to every Soul- 
dier to ingrave upon his Target the word Amoriupn which being the Birth-place ot 
Theophilus he was refolved to deftroy. At Tarfus all his Forces met j znd Theophi¬ 
lus aware of the clanger marched to DoryUum with fuch an Army as he could 
raile, diftant three days journey from Amorium. Nowthere were feveral that 
perfwaded to decline rather than withftand the fury of the , Saracen Ptwce whofe 
Numbers far exceeded his, and to remove the Inhabitants of Amorium to. fome o- 
ther place. But he thought it would much refledfc uppn him, and refolving to 
protedt the place, fent thither Aetna a Patritian the-Captain of the Eaft with a 
ftrong Party, which he alfo committed to the Condudt of Theodoras Craterus % 

(whom Zonaras will have to have commanded at Amorium) Theophilus Bubutzicus 
and others, men very eminent in their time. ., . r , 

4 c. The Prince of the Saracens lying at Tarfus , deliberated with thole about 
him what to doe; for he was of opinion that he fhould not pafs on diredtly for Ar¬ 
marium , but fend his Son with part of the Army to make an Attempt upon the 
Emperour, whom if he ihould beat he fliould fhare in the Victory, and it it hap- 
pened otherwife, it wouid be beft for him to be quiet. His Son therefore he fent 
together with Ameras, who then commanded Metylene ; ten thoufand Turks, aU 
the Armenian Forces, and his Commander in chief, and they came and mcamped 
themfelves at a place called Dazymenum. Theophilus with his Army, conhftmg 
efpecially of Perjians both Eaftern and Weftern, marching to a Town called An- 
zin. refolved before he would ingage to view the Numbers of the Enemy, which 
finding to exceed his, it was to be confidered with what Strategem and advantage 
they Ihould fall upon them. Manuel the Domeftick of the Schools, os Cedrenus calls 
him, and Theophilus thought it beft to be done by Night; but all the reft were 
For day light, with whom the Emperour agreed. And by day light a molt fierce 
Battel was fought, wherein firft the Romans had the better, the Saracens turn¬ 
ing their backs. But the Turks fo exceedingly galled the Purfuers: with their Ar¬ 
rows, that they quite turned the courfe of the fight, and made thofe to run and 
forfake their Emperour, who but now feemed to have the Vidtory. Yet did the 
Who rout the Captains manfully behave themfelves, and fo did the Perfians , who compafled him 
Emperour’* aboUt and earneftly laboured for his Prefervation: yet he had been flam had not 
y ' Night come on and fome Rain fain, which wet theBowftrings of the Turks 

fo as they could not fo conveniently ufe them, and the Romans had thereby oppor¬ 
tunity to retreat. In the Night Manuel who commanded the Watch, obferved the 
Perjians to entertain Difcourle with the Saracens in their Language, about betray¬ 
ing the Roman Army and returning into their own Couritrey, which revealing 
with all fpeed to the Emperour, he advifed him by all means, with feme choice 
Followers to provide for his own fafety by flight, now while he had time, and not 
fall into the hands of the Saracens. He anfwered, that this hecouldhandly doe, 
efpecially to leave thofe to perifli whom he had brought into the danger, but 
Manuel replyed, that if God would but preferve him, they would look to th?m- 
felves, whereupon Theophilus took his Advice and fled away to a place called Chi- 
lioconiunt. Hither fuch as we faid ran away from the Battel being fled, it s laid 
they met him, and confeffing themfelves unworthy of life, who had fo deferred 
their Emperour, drew their Swords and would have killed themfelves, but that 
he reftrained them, by affirming he was preferved by God, and that therefore 

. they ihould not perifli. ■ r , , , 

46. But the Saracenian Prince imderftandirig how matters had profpered under 
his Son, refolved without delay to fall on Amorium , which joymng Forces with 
him, he did, drawing firft a deep Trench about it. The lurks phed it with At- 
tows, and the Saracens with Batteries, yet the Romans within Vahamfy defen¬ 
ded themfelves and it, though the ftorm continued without Intermiffion. Theo - 
* A a a phtlus 
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philus with much adoe having efcaped at Dorylceum expe<fted the event, whence lie 
refolved to try the temper of the Saracen by Meflengers fent with rich Prefents, 
and to defire of him to defift. But he being implacably incenfed by the Dc- 
ilru&ion of his Sozopetra , upbraided him with Cowardize,and fcoffing a^ the Met 
lage, commanded thofe that brought it to be fecured till they might fee thel/lue. 

Then did he more vigoroufly than ever attacque the Town, dividing his Forces 
into many Parties, fo as when one was fpent or beaten off, another frelh one 
might fucceed, with which pertinacious courfe he hoped that the Befieged would 
be tired out and furrender. Yet the Defendants were fo refolute, that the Town 
was not to be taken but by Treachery,to which on eBadaties a Townfman was Bri¬ 
bed, who upon fome difcontent had abjured the Chriftian Religion. He gave 
them notice where the Walls might moil eafily be mounted, and an Aflault be 
And Race the made, which fo fucceeded as the Saracens by ftorm. took the Place, and made 
iSuy4monum. unfpeakable Slaughter of the Garrifon and Inhabitants, being inraged at their 
Refolution, and for the Death of fo many eminent Men as on their fide had 
perifhed in the Siege. And with the Citizens fo perifhed this moil Beautifull of 
Eaflern Cities, nothing remaining of it but Rubbilli. The Women and Children 
were led away into Captivity , the Men generally being put to the Sword. 

But Cadiftus, Conftantinus , Theodorus Craterus , all Patritians, and others who were 
eminent for their Employments in the Army or the State were taken, and the 
Prince now in an Infulting manner caufed the Ambafladours to take a view of 
the eftate of Amorium , and then fent them with an Account thereof to their 
Mailer. 


47. He fent them back again to defire that fuch eminent Perfons as were taken 
being his Kinfmen and Allies, and the. reft of the Prifoners might be fet at li¬ 
berty for their Ranfome, offering four and twenty Centenaries ,* but herejc&ed 
them and their Meflage ignominioufly, faying he Ihoud be unjuftly accounted 
a Fool indeed, if he Ihould accept of but lb many Centenaries, when it had coft 
” im n ° t * ian a t ^ ou ^ an d Centenaries in his Preparations. Theophilus here- 
meiancho™. Ur }*P 01 1 as overwhelmed with infupportable Calamity fell into exceflive Melancho¬ 
ly, fo as to abftain from all fuftenance, receiving nothing but fome Snow-water 
which call: him into a Dyfentery. The onely Thought or Difcourfe he would* 
admit, was how to be revenged for Amorium. To this end he fent away Theo- 
dofius a Patritian toward the King of Franceses defire his Afliftence, and to procure n«' • *~ 
him to invade thofe Parts of Africk which belonged to the Amermumnes ; but this 
Defign came to nothing, Theodofius Dying upon the way e’er he could deliver his Iw P'° ccid - 
Meflage. His Melancholy and Difeafe both encreafing upon this Difappointment, ZZTcZn- 
m ms Litter he w ould be carried to Magnaura , where calling together the Se- m,s > al "- 
nate, with the Chief Men of the City, he moft fadly lamented the pofture 
of his Affairs, and earneftly moved them, that being mindfull of their kindneis 
to him, they would continue faithfull to his Wife and Son, and fecure them 
from all Treachery. His lamentable Speech they Anfwered with as lamentable 
a Cry, and praying for his Life and Health, promifed him that in cafe fo unac¬ 
ceptable a thing as his Death Ihould happen, they would ftand by his Wife 
After which their Lady and Miftrefs with their Lives and Fortunes to the utmoft. After 
he Dies. this he lived not long, yielding to the Diftempers of his Mind and Body when 
he had Reigned twelve years, three months and twenty days. His care for his 
Poftenty it feems was fo great, that he would not Dye without having Theo- 
phobus bear him company, whofe Enemies took advantage at the Revolt of the 
Perfians in the Battel we mentioned, and encreafed the Jealoufie conceived of 
him by the Emperour, from their giving to him the Title of Emperour, urging 
that the Revolt was not without his Device and Procurement. Having before 
caufed him to be Imprifoned, when he was at the point of Death he comman¬ 
ded his Head to be cut ofF and brought to him, which touching 1 with his Hand 
he breathed out thefe words, together with his Soul : Henceforth!am neither 
Theophilus, nor thou Theophobus. But fome reported that Oriphas the Drunvarius 
of Bigla flew him without having received any orders. 

Michaeib\s 48. Theophilus being Dead, Michael his Son fucceeded him, the third of that „ 

So„fuc=«l.. Name, Sirnamed the Drmh„ : in the fecond year of Lotharios, Emperour of fc C “‘ 
the Weft j the fifteenth of Gregory t he Fourth, Bilhop of Rome ; the Fifth Indidi- cidnma. 
on, A.D. DCCCXLH. His Father by his Will left Manuel the Magifter and %’ M ™' 
Domeftick of the Schools, and Theoftiftus the Patritian and Logotheta Dromi JCa * 
his Tutours or Governours, but the Regency was committed to Theodora his Mo¬ 
ther, who by their Directions ordered all Affairs of State. Prefently after the 
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Old Emperour’s Death, the two Great Minifters lately mentioned went into the 
Circus■> where calling the People together they rehearfed to them his iaft words 
and Will, infifted upon his Love and good Inclinations fo them, and with ma¬ 
ny fair and alluring words endeavoured to gain their Affedtiorts toward his Young 
Son and Succeflbur, who promifed, if need ihould fo require, to fhed their BloUd 
in his behalf, and their Promife inftantiy confirmed by Oath. Theodora thus 
fettled in the Government was drawn wholly to matters relating to the Church, 
binding all her endeavours for the reftoring of Images, which for a confidera- 
APerfccution ble time by the late Emperours had been forbidden: and ihe raifed a great Per- 
againft the fecution againft the Matiichees , which became anoccafion of unfpeakable Cala- 
Mtmchees. m t j ie £aft. For thofe fhe employed in the Inquifition, ufing no modera¬ 

tion but great cruelty in their Office, Nailed fome of thofe they Comdemned to 
Crofles, and others put to Death by many and unheard-of forts of puniihment. 
Which caufes An hundred thoufand by this courfe they made away, and confiscated their E- 
a Rebellion, ft a tes, which drove the reft into Defperation and Rebellion, which was began 
by on eCarleas of that Se<ft, who ferved Theodorus Meliftenus , Commander of 
the Eaft, in quality of Pratomandator. He underftanding that his Father was 
Crucified, inraged by fo ignominious an Affront, fled with five thoufand of his 
Perfwafion to the Ameras of Mitylene , and from him to the Amermumnes himfelf, 
by whom being gratioufly received he prefently after invades the Roman Ter¬ 
ritories, and therein builds two Cities, which he called Argannum and Amera. 

A n Then great numbers of the Manic bees flying to him for Ihelter, to thefe two he 
ftruiSUon of" added another for their Reception, by the Name of Ttpbrica. From thefe three 
the Eaft by places joyning with fome Saracen Officers, they made Inrodes without intermit- 
ihe Inrodes Of p ion into tlje Emperour’s Dominions, with fuch fuccefs generally aspleafed them, 
“ onely Alimas the Governour of Tarfus making an Inrode into Armenia , was cut 
off* with his Party, and Amer the Ameras of Melitena for fome time was diverted 
by the Revolt of one of his Felow-officers. But having Conquered his Adver¬ 
sary, and being a Man impatient of Reft, he joyned himfelf with Carbeas, and 
renewed his Hoftilities. Againft them at length was fent Petroms , Brother to the 
Emprefs, and Domeftick of the Schools (which Office he executed, though it 
properly belonged to his Brother Bardas, who otherwife employed in State Affairs 
could not attend it) who led down an Army of Thracians againft them, as we 


ihall fee hereafter. 

49. In the mean time Michael the Emperour growing up towards a Man, was 
mightily inflamed with a defire to Govern by the procurement of this Bar das 
his Uncle, who thereby and by all other ways fought to ferew up himfelf into 
Manuel one of Power. The great obftacles to his Rife were Manuel and Theoftiftus , who being 
the Emperor’s the Emperour’s Governours, and conftantly attending in Court, w'ere by one 
(Guardians means Qr ot b er to be removed. It luckily happened for him that there fell 
Court feme mifunderftanding betwixt them, which he fo encreafed that thereupon Ma¬ 
nuel quitted the Palace, and retired to his own Houfe. Having thus removed 
him, he attempted the fame upon his Inftrument Theoftiftus, whom he more hated, 
becaufe he had taxed him for having inceftuoufly to doe with his Daughter-m- 
Law. The Engine he ufedwas the Emperour’s School-mafter, a wicked and m- 
tra&able Man, whom the Scholar (commendable yet in this, that he was his 
Mafter) willing to Prefer to fome confiderable Office, Theoftiftus had oppofedit, 
telling him fuch Preferments were to be bellowed according to Merit, and not 
upon undeferving Perlbns. The Scool-maft€r aefted by Revenge, and the conftant 
incouragementsof Bar das , never left whifpering into the Ears of the Youth, that 
all tilings went ill through the bad management of Theoftiftus^ that he had a 
Defign to make a Marriage for the EmprelS or one of her Daughters, and put 
biit the Emperour’s Eyes ; otherwife terrifying him, and telling him he muft be 
Tljeotujius quick, and very crafty in providing for his own fafety. They having often met 

the other, and deliberated about this matter, refolved to have Theoftiftus made away, and 

ihe r Jmrnre by that after this manner. As he went to Lanftacum for the Recording of fome 
mant of Bijr- Tranfa<ftions, the Emperour following after at fome diftance ihould give the fign 
das. Unde to by thefe words, Take him away. Theoftiftus apprehending the lign, endeavou- 
the Emperour. tQ fave by flight toW ards the Court in the Circus, where the Secreta¬ 

ries then had their Office, but was ftopt as he ran, and Bardas drawing his 
Sword threatned to kill any that ihould make any oppofition or defend him. 
He was then committed to Prifon till order ihould be taken about him, which 
was not long in taking nor executing j for left the Emprefe Ihould m the into- 

Aaa 2. rina 
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rim attempt any thing, they fent one to difpatch liim, with whom he flrugled 
fome time, but Died of a wound received in his Belly. 

yo. He being dead, Bardas took upon him the Office of Canicleus ; but Theo¬ 
dora underftanding what was done, ran with her hair all about her lhoulders up 
and down the Court, which Ihe filled with her fhrieks and cries, curfing her 
Son and Brother, and wiiliing to them the like end. Bardas could not bear her 
Reproaches, but refolved that Ihe, as the next obftacle to his Defigns, was to 
be removed. She being an underftanding Woman, was aware hereof, and re- 
Tbeodo-f.i the folved not to put all into bloud by making refiftence, but to call together the 
^ enate > give them an Account what Treafure was now in the Palace, both 
aiKiVcount of to obviate the extravagant expences of her Son, and to make manifeft how 
the rrealure, carefull and frugal Ihe had been, during her adminiftration of Affairs. She told 
them, that of Gold there was one thoufand and ninety Centenaries, and three 
thouland of Silver, partly gathered together by her Husband, and partly by her 
felf; befides very great Wealth in other kinds, of which fhe thought fit to let 
them know, left her Son fhould hereafter make them believe that Ihe had left 
him an empty Purfe; and flie caufed the Officers of the Treafury to be prefent, 
who bore witnefs to what fhe had laid. Having thus delivered her felf, flic re- 
figned her Power and Government, and departed from Court ; of which her 
Son was not at all difpleafed. For all this Wealth the fooliih Young Prince in 
Whi• !i Mr- a frnall time confumed. Being above all things delighted in Riding, and Driving 
chaei laviftiiy of Chariots, he refufed not the Office of a Driver himfelf in the Cirque, and 
confumM. fuch as would accompany him and play with him at this or other idle and Ral- 
cally Sports, he profufely enriched, bellowing upon each an hundred, eighty, or 
at lealt fifty Pounds at the Christening of their Children. Having thus made 
away all his Mother had left him, when the folemn time came that he was to 
make Prefents, having no other means left him of making Money, he caufed 
to be melted and ftamped thofe famous Trees of Gold, which (as Glicas relates} 
being made in the late Emperour’s time by Leo the Philofopher a Bifliop, the 
greateft Scholar of his time, held in the Boughs a number of Golden Birds, 
which by virtue of an Engine fung melodioully, together with Golden Lions 
which roared alfo by the fame Device, befides as many Vultures, and other ftu ft' 
of the fame metal, with other things, for which the Imperial Palace was famous, 
and gratified the curiofity of Strangers. In the fame manner he had dealt with 
the Imperial Robes, but that Death prevented him, and Bajilius his Succeflour 
recovered them out of the Hands of his Inftruments, who found in the Houfe 
onely three Centenaries of Gold, and nine Bags of Miltarijia , which he produ¬ 
ced to the Senate, and deploring the Poverty of the Empire, Commanded them 
to Confult by what means it might beft be fupplied. 

51. But Bardas and his Nephew proceeding in their evilcourfes, andftilljea- 
ihaven! * lousof the Emprefs, caufed Petrovas her own Brother, when on a time Ihe came 
to the Church in Blachernis , to lay hands on her and her Daughters that accom¬ 
panied her, to lhave them, and make them all Nunns, which Indignity Ihe not 
long furvived. Now the whole Power was in Bardas his Hands, whom his Ne¬ 
phew Honoured with the Dignity of Curopalata , as a Reward for thus dealing 
An Exptditi- with his Mother. After this he raifed an Army, and undertook with him an Ex¬ 
on ngainit the p e dition a gain ft the Saracens , and the Ameras of Melitena , and laid Siege to a 
AYAzcm. Q t y 0 f theirs, fituate upon the River Euphrates. Herein they contained them- 
felves, as willing to have it believed that they durft not adventure out, and their 
JDefign prol'pered fo well, that the Emperour’s Army thereupon grew' fecure, and 
took no care how they ordered their matters. The Saracens then took the advan¬ 
tage when they were atPrayer,and going to Communicateon the Lord’s Day,and 
ifluing out fell upon them, put them eaiily to the Rout, the Emperour efcaping 
Ojcc'fs'b m ky the fwiftnefs of his Horfe. All the Baggage of the Army was taken, and Char- 
aca s ' leas Captain of the Manichees fo notably behaved himfelf, that befides many of the 
Inferiour fort which fell by his Hands,he took no fewer than an hundred of themoft 
eminent Commanders alive, who W’ere all put to Ranfome, onely one Sebn died 
They invade in Reftraint. Two years after, Amer with an Army confifting of thirty thoufand 
Te rtoriea” ^ en i nv aded the Roman Territories, whom Michael oppofed with no fewer than 
ariTioutVhe five and forty thouland Thracians and Macedonians • but Amer making his Paf- 
Kmperour’s fage through bye-ways, fell upon him unexpectedly, and with as much eafe as 
Army. formerly, put his Army to flight. And he himfelf had been taken, but that Ma¬ 
nuel the Domeftick of the Schools in good time came in to his Refcue with a 
ltrong Party. The reft ihifted for themfelves, every Man as he could. 

52. Two 
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5-2. Two years more Having palled after this Ingagement, Amer marches with 
Another inya- another Army of forty thoufand Men into the Roman Provinces and waftes Ar¬ 
son. taenia , with the Maritime Parts ; at which time it’s reported that he imitated the 

mad frolick of Xerxes , in lalhing the Sea, becaufe it flopped his farther pleafant 
progtefs. The Emperour upon theNews, fent Orders to his Uncle Petronas , with 
all the force he could make to march againft him, who then lying at Ephefus , and 
much difturbed upon Receit of the Letters, confulted one John a Monk, who 
Wherein the had the opinion of a Prophet, and by him was promifed victory againft the Sara- 
SarAcem are c e»s. Incouraged hereby, he haftes toward the Enemy, whom in an advantageous 
worfted. pi ace he compafles about, and after fome vain attempts of getting loofe, cuts 
him off, and his whole Army. The Son of Amer being abroad on Foraging, and 
hearing of the difafter, made with all fpeed he could toward Melitena , but the Offi¬ 
cer that commanded the Charjian Straits, took him and his Party and prefented 
him to Petronas. Now returned Petronas to Conflantinople, carrying along with 
him this Monk, whom he commended as a wonderfull Man to the Emperour and 
his Brother Bardas , and for his good Service was made Domeftick of the Schools* 

BarJa* made Manuel being lately dead. Bardas being now left without a Competitour, order¬ 
ed ec j a n things as he lifted, putting in and out all Officers, and now procured to 
himfelf the Dignity of Cafar, Michael in the mean time, as he was well pleafed • 
he fhould, by his ridiculous Actions making himfelf defpicable in the eyes of all 
Men. Bardas hoping one day to be foie Matter of all, that he might by fome- 
thing commend himfelf to the publick, endeavoured to bring into iathion again 
Philofophy and other Parts of Learning, which by reafon of the ignorance of 
the later Emperours, had for many years lain buried in oblivion, appointing to 
each Science its feveral School in the Palace of Maytaura. He was frequently 
prefent alfo in the Courts of Juftice at the Cirque, and procured the Laws again 
to flourifh, which in thefe times had been alfo much negledled. 

53. In the mean time, all the Coafts lying upon the Euxine Sea, were grievouf- 
The Maritime \y wa ft e d by a fort of Pirates called RojJi , a Scythian People, fierce and cruel, in- 
EmSe°fnfe! habiting fome of the Northern Parts of the Mountain Taurus. They brought the 
fted by Pi- City of Conflantinople alfo into great danger. About the fame time another Fleet 
rates. Q f pi rates from Crete infefted thofe Parts, lying about proconnefus and the Cy¬ 

clades, and moft horrible Earthquakes happened, whereof the greateft onAfcenfion 
day, wherewith Walls, Churches, and other Buildings and Works were overtur¬ 
ned. Befides Rivers and Fountains failed of their Waters, and many other Pro¬ 
digies happened in divers places ; of all which when the Emperour had notice, he 
regarded them nor, fo intent he was upon his Races. One fottilh Adi of his 
mufl not be paft over in filence. His Predeceflours, that they might have cer¬ 
tain notice of the Incurfions of the Saracens , and to give warning to the Inhabi¬ 
tants of the Neighbouring Countries, that they might not be furprized, caufed to 
be Built as near Tarfus , in the Border of theirs and the Saracenian Dominions, a 
ftrong Fort or Tower called Luluni, on a very high Rock, wherein were placed 
certain Men, who as foon as ever they perceived thefe People to be about an In- 
Vafion, by fire kindled, were to give notice thereof to others that kept their Ra¬ 
tion in another Hill called Argens. Thofe in Argens gave a fign in the fame man¬ 
ner to others that watched in *Agialus, thofe to others at Mamas. From Mamas 
the fign was given to the Cirque, from the Cirque to Mocilium, and from Mocillum 
to thofe that watched in the Mount of St. Auxentius , who iii the laft place gave 
the fign to the great Palace. By thefe Beacons were the Emperours, in a mo¬ 
ment as it were, certified of the Enemies motion, and the Countreymen had 
timely warning to fecure themfelves and goods, in the ftrong holds adjoyning. 

Now it happened that on a time, near the Church of St. Mamas , this Michael be- 
• ginning his Races, the Beacon was fet a fire, which exceedingly afrlidled him, left 
„ _. the People fliould not view well, and confider his Dexterity in Riding. And left 
BeaconTtlr- by any luch fight,- the attention of the Spe&atours Ihould be diverted for the 
bidden by the time to come, he forbade the fires to be made in the places that were near to 

Emperour. the City. J 

5-4. Another time as he fate in his Chariot, and the Horfes were juft ready to 
' V »diUcled°to l ec g°e, word was brought, that the Ameras of Melitena, did grievoufly harafs 
Racing and the Province of Afia, and being come , already as far as Malagina, threatned the: 

Viihny. reft with Defolation, which being told him by the firft Notary, in a forrowfull 
manner, who alfo prefented him with the Letters of the Domeftick of the Schools, . 
matters of Importance as he imagined, he looked upon him with a grim and 
angry Countenance, asking him how he durft. Villain as he was, difturb him, 

bulled 
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bufied in fo important an Affair, with fuch trifling matters, efpecially now onely 
intent upon this, to turn off him that fhoiild Encounter him, to the left Hand, 
which was the w ager laid, he would debafe himfelf with all forts of mean Ac¬ 
tions blaming his Predeceflours for infiftinjg upon State. He had ever in his com¬ 
pany^ crew of moft impure and profligate wretches, vyhom to abufe all things 
Sacred, he would caufe to put on Copes, and other Veftments wherein Church¬ 
men were wont to Officiate, and thus' Habited, to imitate the moll: Sacred 
Functions and Holy Myfteries. One Gryllus a Rogue, he called Patriarch ; others 
he named Metropolitans, and took to himfelf the Title of one of the chief Bi- 
iliops and Prefident of the Colony. With this crew he would meet the Patri¬ 
arch in Proceflion, and once fent for his Mother, as to meet Ignatius , who then 
held that Place, and as the good Woman on her knees begged a Blefling, the 
Villain Gryllus appeared, having all the while hid his Beard, and with filthy 
geftures derided the poor Lady, who with fuch Anger as upon fuch an Occaffon 
became her, denounced vengeance unto her Son. Such were the manners and 
company of this diflolute Prince, whom veangeance at laft overtook according 
to his Mother’s Prediction, but firft all his Governours, and fuch as Ihould have 
better principled and advifed him, were to receive their Punifliment. How Theoc- 
tijlus came to his end we have already feen, and Bar das his Tragedy is now to 
follow, which was ulhered in by a terrible Dream, and feveral other prcfages, 
as our Authours obferve. 

55. He had perfwaded the Emperour to Arm againft the Saracens of Crete , yho 
infefled his Subjects upon all occafions, and were now cpme in their Expedition 
into Thrace -, as far as a place called Chorus. There the Servants 6f Bardas, 
whether out ofDeffgn or unadvifediy, for they were in an hurry, pitched their 
Mailers Tent upon an Hill, the Pavilion of the Emperour being placed below 
in the Plain. This advantage was taken by his Enemies, whocealed not to ren¬ 
der Michael jealous of him, and to inftigare him againft him to procure his hid¬ 
den Deftrudion. Yet the Intereft of Cafar was fuch at Court, that they had 
much difficulty to bring about what they defired. For, his Son Antigonus bore the 
Office of Domeftick of the Schools,and had the other Officers of the Army much 
at his Devotion ; and Symhaths the Logotheta Dromi , being his Son-in-Law, was 
concluded of his Party, although the Emperour himfelf privately had taken him 
off, and no Man fo much watched an opportunity to deftroy him, and to him 
alone was committed the truft of giving the privy fign when it Ihould be done. 

Now Symhatius making a Relation of what had happened, figned his Face with 
the Crofs, which was the fign agreed of artiong the Confpiratours. Yet were 
they very flow, being awed by the Relations and Dependents of Bardas , there 
prefent, though Michael fearful! left the Plot, if not now executed, might be tur¬ 
ned upon himfelf, by one he could truft, fent and animated them all he could. 

The Fad had not now been committed, but Bafilius the Emperour’s Chamber- 

W.«Mur- ^in, (who for efpecial reafons, as we fhall fee at large, was more concerned 

thered. than any other to have him made away) ftirred up his courage, and exhorting 
thofe prefent to ftand to himeourageoufly, refolvedupon it. Bardas feeing them 
come upon him with drawn Swords, fell down at the Emperour’s feet, and was 
cut all in pieces, after which they expofed his Genitals ignominioufly fixed upon 
a Pole. So great a Tumult hereupon enfued, that brought the Emperour into 
extreme danger • and he might have tafily mifearried in it, had not Conftantme 
the Drungarius of Biglce come in in good time with a ftrong Party of Men and 
quieted thofe concerned, affirming that Bar dm was juftly put to Death. He 
being after this fort difpatched, Michael call; off all thoughts of the Expedition to 
Crete, and returned to Confiantinople. , 

56. Here it’s obvious to remark the Cuftome of Courtiers and great Mimfters 
to raife themfelves upon the Ruine of others, and that ufually they themfelves 
are ferved in the like fort; the Interefts of times or humours of Princes eafily 
changing, although their hopes fo beguile their wits that they do not confider it. 

Bardas had caft down others, as fteps to mount to his great Preferment, and 
more than probable it is, that the Emperour himfelf muft at length have fain 
for a greater advantage, had he not been prevented; but now his Removal 
makes way for another Favourite, who executes at laft what he had butdefigned. 

BAfiUus put This was Bafilius but lately mentioned, by Birth a Macedonian , but as fome re- 

imo his Place. p 0rtC( ] } 0 f Armenian Defcent, and that from the ftock of the Arfacidce , out of 
which alone of old time the Kings of the Parthians, Medes and Armenians could 
Le chofen, out of refped to Arfaces the Firft, who recovered the Kingdom to 

toe 
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the Parthians from thofe of Per fa. And long did this Race continue, Artahamis 
and Cliehes being the two laft of the Kings, who being driven from their Inhe¬ 
ritance, came in the time of Leo the Great to Confiantinople , and he entertai¬ 
ned them honourably, affigning them convenient abode in the City. Afterward 
the King of Perfta invited them to return, about which while they were Conful- 
ting, Leo removed them to Nice, a Town in Macedonia, whence in procefs of 
time, when the Saracens had Conquered the Perfian Kingdom, the Amermumnes 
alio invited their Pofterity to return. This being underftood by the Emperour 
Heradius, who perceived that he recalled them not out of any affedion, but 
that by their means he might the better matter the Armenians and Parthians, he 
removed them firft to Philippi a City in Macedonia, and thence to Adriano pie, 
where they multiplied, yet kept their race unmixt with other People. Some¬ 
time after when Conftantine and his Mother Irene reigned, one of them by 
Name Maid.es came to Confiantinople , where lighting upon Leo one of Ills own 
ftock he contracted fuch Friendlhip with him, that coming to Adrianople he gave 
him his Daughter in Marriage. Of this-Conjundion was born the Father of Ba¬ 
filius, fo gracefull a Perfon, that a certain eminent Matron, faid to be defeended 
from Confiantint the Great , married to him her Daughter. This is the Pedi¬ 
gree Cedrems gives us of Bafilius , but by others generally it’s accounted but a 
fidion, who affirm him born of very ignoble and obfeure Parents. 

5=7. It’s granted on all Hands, that when Crumus the Bulgarian took Adrianople 
Some account his Parents were led away Captive, and carried him with them being a young 
of him. Infant hanging on the Bread. The Succeffour of Crumus, being fore diitrefled by 

feveral Defeats received from the Romans, made peace with the Emperour, and 
by virtue of that Agreement reftored all Prifoners formerly taken, amongft 
whom Bafilius returned. Many Prodigies are faid to have portended to him the 
Empire. An Eagle, when being a Child he was laid in the Field, as 
his Parents were at work, covered him with her Wings, and being beaten off 
once or twice ftill returned to her former Pofture. When he was grown up to be 
a youth, his Father died, and his Mother being left a poor Widow, and not able 
to maintain him, he went to Confiantinople to feek a fervice, where he got into 
the Family of one Theophiltzes ( fo called from his fmall ftature ) who was of 
* kin to the Emperour and to Bardas , Being recommended it’s faid by him that 
kept the Church of St. Diomedes , to whom they will have it that the Martyr 
revealed it that he Ihould be Emperour, and commanded him to take him in as 
he lay at the Gate for want of a better Lodging. Theophilizes being much taken 
with him, for Ik was tall, beautifull of Body, and wore long curled Hair, being 
befides very adive, and of a very good wit, made him. Gentleman of his Horfe, 
which they in thofe days and places called Protoftrator. The Emperour at this 
time having an unruly Horfe, none could tame him, till at length it was effected 
by Bafilius , who when he was got loofe rode after, and leaping into the Empe¬ 
rour’s fadle made him quiet and tradable, which was accounted another Omen, 
the Imperial trappings and purple Bridle, Enfigns of Majefty, being confidered. 

For this Service and Contemplation of his Dexterity, he was taken amongft the 
Officers of the Emperour’s Stable, and Ihortly after Bardas having out of Jealou- 
fie caufed the former to be turned out, was made a Protoftrator or Mailer of the 
Horfe a place both very honourable, and which gave him occafion often to be 
near and converfe with him. So much he grew into favour, that Bardas began 
to call a jealous Eye upon him; as alfo the Emprefs Theodora her lelf, by reafon of 
I wot not what fecret marks Ihe efpied in his Face, which had been formerly de- * 
feribed to her by her Husband, as appropriate to him that Ihould put a Period to 
his Family. 

58. But neither her fwooning at the fight of thefe marks, nor all the Caution 
flie cbuld give her Son could in the leaft diminiih his Reputation with him, who 
after fome time preferred him to be Chamberlain, which fo inraged Bardas, and 
augmented his jealoufie that he fought his deftrudion; and this being known to 
the other, impofnble it was that both of them could long fubfift. But the ex¬ 
pedition towards Crete gave Bafilius the Advantage, who as Cafar flood and talked 
with the Emperour, lift up his Hand in a threatning manner at his back, which 
the other by chance looking behind him having efpied,fell down at the Feet of Mi¬ 
chael, where the reft of the Confpiratours cut him in pieces, but not till the firft 
ftroke was given by Bafilius. Returning then back with the Emperour to Con¬ 
fiantinople, t.e received from him in Marriage Eudocia the Daughter of Juceres, a 
Lady much extolled for her Chaftity afweli as Beauty, and other Qualifications 
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„bv Cedrenits, but Zonaras writes, that flie was Concubine to Michael ,, arid that 
ihe was then believ’d with Child by him of Leo, who afterward fucceeded Ba~ 
bafilius trade (iUu$ a s his Son. After this the Emperour made him his Collegue, or Emperour 
Empcrour. to be Crowned by the Patriarch in the Great Church of St. Sophia. 

For alter the Death of Barelas , the Adminiftration of Affairs having fain upon 
Michael alone, his Weaknefs and Debauchery came to be made more publick 
• than ever, no bufinels being difpatched, but all things going to Ruine, which 
confirained him as ftupid as he was to think, of fome one who ihould bear the 
Burthen. Being eafed fomething in his mind by this he returned to his Drun¬ 
kenness,his driving of Chariots and other loofe Courfes rather more than ever, and 
on a time when he had w'on the prize entertained Bafilius zodEudocia at Supper,be¬ 
ing grievoufly incenfed againft him for rebuking and admomfhing him j for in his 
mad and drunken fits he would command the Ears of fome, the Hands others, and 
fometimes the Heads to be cut off. But there one Bafilims , of late Matter of his 
Barge, but whom for his comely Perfon he had made fomething familiar with 
him, {landing by the Table fell into a great Harangue, wherein he wonderfully 
extolled him for his skill, and his management of his late exercife in the Cirque. 

Michael being even drunk and much elevated with Commendation, delivers him 
his Purple fhooes,bids him put them on,and lalutes him Emperour • at which when 
\ he was abalhed and looked upon Bafilius , the Emperour growing angry, Bafilius 

beckoned to him to doe as he was bidden. The ihpoes being on, Michael fora¬ 
ged at Bafilius told him, that thefe Enfigns of Empire did much more become 
Bafilims than him, and asked him whether as he made him Emperour, by the 
lame Authority he might not create another. To this relation of Zonaras Cedre- 
* ms and Glycas add, that as Emperour and more fit than the other he recommen¬ 

ded Bafilims to the Senate. However, Bafilius faw plainly there was no way but 
one, he mutt either ftrike or beftrickeri, and therefore making a Party, as Michael 
Conspires with was drunk another time in the Palace of St. Mamas , being led into his Chamber, 
others w ho w i len he was fall afleep he made fore the Doors, and then came with hisConfpira- 
tours who being refitted by thofe that waited without, a noife was made,andthe Em¬ 
perour therewith awaked. Onegofog into him with a drawn Sword, cut off’ both 
his Hands as he held them up, and therewith returned to his Companions. Not 
able to go he (tumbled, lay roaring on thfe ground, till another of them thruft his 
Sword through his Bread, and fo opened his Body that his Entrails came out. 

To foch an end came Michael firnamed the Drunken, after he had reigned twenty 
five years and three Months, whereof fourteen years together with his Mo¬ 
ther. 


Bafilius fo!e 
Emperour. 


Furnifhci his 
Treafury. 


Takes t are 
that juiticL- be 
lightly acimi- 
ailtrcd. 


59. Michaelbeing dead, Bdfilius became foie Emperour by confent of NObilky 
and People, in the twelfth year of Ludovicus the Second Emperour of the Weft, 
the tenth of Nicholas Bifhop of Rome, the fifteenth Indi&ion. A. D. 867. The 
firft thing he did was to call together the Senatours and Magiftrates, and to open 
the Trealury wherein were onely found as we faid before three Centenaries. But 
to know how thefe vaft Summs of Money had been fpent, he procured the Ac¬ 
counts of an old Eunuch belonging to the Revenue, and fhewed them to the Ma- 
giftrarcs and Senate, by whom it was unanimoufly refolved, that thofe who had 
received them for fuch dilhoneft or frivolous fervices Ihould refund to the Treafury, 
which fentence he fo far mitigated as to make them pay half, by which means 
three Hundred Centenaries of Gold were recovered. By this and other Courfes 
very acceptable and honeft he fo furniflied himfelf, that he made great largefles 
to the People. Hereby he got great Reputation and Love, which he augmented 
by bellowing Offices upon Jit Perfons alone, by taking great care for equal and 
indifferent diftribution of Juftice, to which end he appointed upright Judges to 
whom he ailigned convenient Salaries, and dividing them into three Courts 
which he appointed to fit dayly in Magnaura, the Cirque and Chalce or the Brafen 
Gate , which for this purpofe he repaired. To foch as were poor and unable to-be 
at the expencc, he allowed Money for their fuits. As his publick Affairs permit¬ 
ted, he himfelf would attend thefe matters, and going down to Genicum where 
his Cuftome-Houfe was, took care that no Man fhould be opprefled. It’s reported 
that once being at the Place he was wont to hear Caufes, and finding none that 
exhibited any complaint, he fufpedted that fome of his Officers liindred fuch as 
had rccourfc to Juftice, and therefore he fent certain Officers about the City to 
make inquiry, if theie were any thatdefired to prefer their Petitions, who retur¬ 
ning with this anfwer that they could find none, he wept for joy, and gave God 
• T hanks. Taking notice that the weights and Meafures of the City were ftamped 

onely 
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onely with Figures,which wearing out,or ignorant Perfons not underftanding themi 
gave opportunity to many Tradefmen to cheat, he caufed inftead of Figures the 
quantity to be expreft in words at length, that any. Countreyman might reade 
them, and this at his own charge. To thefe commendations is added by. fome, 
that he altered and new modelled the Civil Laws themfelves, of which we fhall . 
inquire fo another place. ’ 

60. But though he gave content to the generality, all were not fatisfied ; for in 
A jonfpiracy his firft year one George and Symhatius , both Patritians, made a Confpiracy a- 
gainft him, which being revealed by one of the Party, their Eyes were put out, 
red and pu- and the reft befog fhewn up and down in difgrace were fent into Banifliment. 
miked. The better to obviate all Defigns, to gain Diadems to his two.Eldeft Sons Con- 
flan tine and Leo, and in his third year to his third Son Alexander. His fourth,. 
He fettles his Stephen by Name, he caufed to take orders with-intention to prefer him to be 
FamUy. Patriarch, as fome have written, and his four Daughters he made Nunns in the 
Monaftery of Euphtmia the Martyr. Having fetled his Domeftick affairs as tp 
him feemed moft prudential, he then refolved upon War, and finding the ufoal 
Number of Souldiers much diminifhed, by reafon that Michael had otherwife 
fpent their Pay, he took care for making up the feveral Companies by new Le¬ 
vies. Then went he againft Tophrica, the Governour of which was one Chry- 
fochir a Man of approved Valour and Skill, who had done much mifchief by nis 
Inrodes made into the Roman Territories. Upon notice of the Emperour’s ap 
proach he fliut himfelf up within the Walls, to which Bafilius purpofed to lay 
Siege, but underftanding that the Place was flrong and well furnilhed, he wafted 
He waftes the the Countrey adjacent, and taking three Neighbouring Caftl ts Ahara, Coptus 
T°pbricl near and Spatha, he departed thence with much booty. This expedition fo terrified 
Taurus, a City not far diftant from Tephrica, that it made peace with the Empe¬ 
rour, and Curterius an Armenian, W'ho held a City called Locana, and had done 
great harm in the Roman borders, gave it up into his Hands. In the mean time, 
a feled: Party took in Zapetra and Samofata, where a great Number of Chrifti- 
an Captives were let at liberty, and then palling over Euphrates wafted the Coun- 
trey, and with many Captives and rich Spoils returned to the Emperour, then 
lying upon the River Artzanucus. He incouraged by this Succels marched to 
Euphrates, and laying a Bridge over it befides other A<fts of Hoftility, took a Ca- 
ftle called Rapfacitm, as a Party he fent to harafs the Countrey, lying betwixt 
Enters the . Arfinesund Euphrates, deftroyed five other Forts. Entring- the Territories of 
a£ Melitena, he killed and took many of thofe that made opposition, and at firft 
thought of attacking the City, but finding it very ftrong, and fo furmlhed with 
Provifions as to hold out a very long Siege, he departed into the Qiuntrey of 
Thence to the the Manichees , whete deftroyfog all . things as he palled with Fire and Sword he 
Cn? e aif e 'took four Cattles, and then returned to Conjlantinople, which entring'at the Gob 
thing, in his den Gate from the Heldomus, he went in triumph accompanied with the Acda* 
return to c«»- mat * lons 0 f t he People to the Church of St. Sophia , where having given thanks, 
fimimpie. ^ patriarch, according to the Cuftome, fet a Crown upon his Head. This done 
having diverted himfelf a little with his Wife and Children fo the Palace, here- 
turned to the Cares of the Commonwealth. 

6r. The yearthat followed, the Manichees, under Command of Cbrjfichtr, a* 
safoifiade an Inrode and : wafted-the Emperour’s Dominions, againft whomi ac- 
The Mmi- Wording to the -Cuftome, he font the Domeftick of the Schools.-- He .with all the 
ekes invade Forces that could fie made reftrafoed their Incurfions. as he comd; but riot da- 
rheEmpe. Y - m „ to hazard all fo a Battel, as the Eneihy retired, font two Commanders with 
roursDonu- —to follow him at fome convenient diftance to watch his motions* if he 
returned tb let himkridw, butif-‘ r Be wdl^ elire&ly home then to return back to 
But are met thtf Camp; 0 ‘It happened that tKttftrtwh Officers befog Upon*ear Duty, and 
Xvatching*the Enemy- as He haH fat£ ; tfo\vri- at ‘ the-Foot of a* certain Hill, their 
twbTfcfarar PfotieSthe^ ifomihafided; fen. into a foarp Contention 'about their 1 
Valour' r 4 nd : whieft ; hid moft drffrvfed for their Service fo the Field; The Com 
tehffori’tbiftlnuing,'^ dttfongft them, told them it .was ^vaim to 

carmidc fo-words, ieeingthkt tehombfedfo opportunity prefentedit felf by their 
Actions* as to declare their. 1 SuperforitV in Courage. - The thing todt fo well* that 
thelf 6feers refoM to fodke ’lifoipf 'tliis: their preferrt Heat, which would re- 
cei^totfoh adViqtige ftom the convenience of the Place, they being upon the 
higher ©found. T# hilffof their Men fix Hundred and no more, they led down 
againft the Manichees , and the other ordered to Hand- upbn- the Hill, and by ma¬ 
king a great Noife to amufe them with apprehenfion of greater Numbers. By 
• Bbb Night 
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And taken by Night they made their Onfet with fuch Clamour, as put the Enemies into a great 
the Bsmam. jr r jgh t> w hich hindred him from looking about or confulting, and he fairly be¬ 
took himfeif to his Heels. Then was notice fent to theDomeftick of the Schools, 
and purfuit was made for thirty Miles with great Execution. Chryfochir himfeif 
was flain, and his Head fent to the Emperour, and with him fell the whole Vi¬ 
gour and Strength of the Manichees , who from Tephrica had done fo great mil- 
chief, and Cameia their Metropolis our Greek Hiftorians call it, or chief City, was 
prefently after deftroyed. About which time alfo Bafilius recovered Lulum a Ca- 
llle from the Saracens j and Melvus another Fort yielded it felt. 

6 z. This good fuccefs of Bafilius abroad was envied at home, another Confpi- 
racy being at this time hatched againft him, by one Curcuas a Patritian ; but one 
fpinicy * dii- 1 " °f the Number revealed it; Curcuas had his Eyes put out, and the reft being ig- 
coveredand" nominioufly beaten and lhaven were banilhed their Countrey. Having efcaped 
punished. this danger, in the beginning of the Spring with his eldeft Son Confiantine he made 
Brfiius in- an Invafion into Syria , and took Cafarea the chief City of Cappadocia , where ho , 
varies Sjru. ftaid fome time and trained his men. But thence by feveral Parties fent abroad, 
he took in feveral Places, and either caufed the Governours of the Saracens to run 
away or to fubmit; after which he palled over the Rivers Onopniftes and Sardus y 
and came to Cucufus , and thence through the Straits of the Mountain Taurus to 
the City Germanicia, the Inhabitants whereof, as of other Towns, fhutting up 
themfelves he wafted the Countrey about, and having taken a Fort called Geron,, 
with all his might fell upon the City Adapa. The Inhabitants moft valiantly de¬ 
fending themfelves, he asked how they could befo confident, feeing fuch certain 
deftruttion to hang over their Heads, to which an Old Man amongft them an- 
fwered, that their City was not to be taken by him at this time, but by one de¬ 
fended from him named Confiantine, therefore they were nothing terrified by 
this Attempt he made. He replyed, that he had a Son there whole Name was 
Confiantine , but the Old Man again affirmed, that he was not the Perfbn, but a- 
nother of that Name and of his Pofterky long after fhould deftroy the Place, 
which inraged Bafilius fo as he indeavoured by all means poflible to prove the 
Predi&ion f’alfe, but his indeavours would not fucceed, and theFroft coming on he 
was forced to rife up and be gone homewards. In his return he caufed many of 
the Prilbners to be killed becaufe they were too numerous, and by feveral Hoftile 
A<fts ft ruck fuch terrour into Abdelomeleres a Saracen Governour, that he fubmit- 
ted himfeif to him and became his Aflociate againft his own Nation. "Coming to 
Cafarea out of Mefopotamia , and from elfewhere he received news of- good 
fuccefs of his Forces and Multitudes of Captives, whom he commanded to be put 
to death as Cuinberfome and Dangerous. At Medceus he "rewarded fuch as j^d 
Returns with done worthily in this Expedition, and fending the Army into its Winter Quarters 
vaft Spoils to returned to Confiantinople, where he received a Crown from the Patriarch, as the 
?onj ammo- manner was, and was Carefled after the ufual fort by the Inhabitants. 

63, By this fuccefs of his Arms he quite broke the Power of the Mattichees, or 
thole of Tephrica • but the Saracens from Tarfus began to renew their Hoftilities, 
and rather more than ever to pra&ife their Robberies and Depredations. Againft 
The Saracens them one Andreas a Scythian made very ftrong oppofition, and did fo eminent 
Ctjndudt^of lervice therein, that the Emperour honoured him with the Dignity of a Patritian, 
Andreas. and at length made him Domeftick of the Schools. Furnilhed now with great 
Strength and Authority, he fought feveral Battels with the Ameras. of Tarfus, 
wherein he had ever the better, and in one of them flew him who had by J a Blaf- 
phemous Tetter challenged him to an Ingagement. Yet, as Envy is never want-; 
ing to great Atchievements, there weredome at Court who nialigned and accufed 
liim to the Emperour, as having had Tarfus it felfin his power, which lie might 
eafily have taken had he not wanted either Cqurageor Conduift, or both., They : 
perfwaded Bafilius to take away his Command, which was given to one StipyiafaS' 
one of his Accufers, one who made great Brags^and undprtook fpeedilyjjtq pqtfhe 
' Emperour"fnto pofleffion of Tarfus. And tluther indeed ha iled"an ^h£jny,.\hiit 
managed his matters without any diferetipn or frcecafl^nd fuffieredli^'nijdh jEoIie 
m fuch dilbrdpr, that the Saracens ifluingout frighted them by fcertain Noiles they 
made,, .and,eafily routing put moft of them to the Sword, for by theman£ { Over- 
throws received from Andreas they were reduced to lb fipall a,T^mbef, v .that they, 
durftiiot venture a Battel but were forc’t to life theft Wits, JSpsli waswe^ateof 
Affairs in the Eaft, how they flood in the Weftern parts wpipufi: now.dueover ac- 
cording to themeafure.of our Intelligence. ' '.‘V. -.'y.. -j 
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- All bufinefs cfpecially Foreign, being negledled by Michael* fpchParts of 

r ft' 1 a KplnncTpH to the Empire, with the Roman Pale. in Sicily, were 

Dalmatia Dnlmatia and the other adjoyning Countries, as the Chrobattz, S > ' ^ * 

wafted by the n niocletiani and Reutani, having been formerly fubjeft to 

S , M Caml**, « and decla ; ed themfelves free People, agau.fr 

« Affairs, or Admiral efthe a ^£“to 

relieved by the coming the Saracens apprehending, rafted S » decrees all the Countrey 

Emperour * . & C aftle called Baris , whence they grapled by degrees an tne y 
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Re ‘|°- Rut tne Sa,acem that from Bigufium had ittvaded Italy, making great De- 

° f Si lo they word it, to defire their Affiftence; moreover, thofe 

? obedience, hedefired not to be wanting to 

( ^ s P ^rbe y s'«h^ 

fed they fent to the(Jfgive themaly, wifliingthemdefttoc- 

Siegt bid to to abide the comuig of the iuccours. raifed iiis ege an f en ds an Af- 

t P het«LT^led c« mt aria ) a^rnft the City 
aware of fuch an attempt had orderrf ~ 
the Governour of Greece, to have it very well manned, and forflfthed Jitn au 
manner of necelTlries; which ^rendred EJman s attem] £^^ 1 * Ships burned, 
of taking the Town, he loft many Men, and had Jeveral of P 

Inraged Sereat, and ^nflhav 

mount the works and enter. This being made an univerlalfally^ 

incouraged one another, and fetting open all their » and drove away the 
Wherein thev kdled the Ameras and many of his followers, ana aroye away me 
STto theft Sh^, who few in number, with fuffiaent ignommy, returned 
home. 
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66. But this being over, another ftorm came from Crete, the Lord whereof' 
fion 1 from Sael p 0 * of Apochapfe, fent one P ho tins a (lout and skilfull Souldier, with 

Crete with feven and twenty Cumparia, called alfo Gailies, againft the Romans. Such Illands t ‘ xe . n If*# 4 ; 
like fuccefj. as iye in the ^gean Sea and all the Maritime Coafts they wafted as far as Pro- JSSSJaf'. 

connects and the Hellefpont. But Nicetas the Admiral, met with them at Cardia, uti£. 
in the mouth of the eAZgean Sea, and in a ftiarp Ingagement burnt twenty of their Ctv ' Cec{renu! - 
Ships, the reft ftiifting for themfelves by flight. Notwithftanding this great de¬ 
feat, yet they of Crete under command of Photius, again Rigged out a Navy, and 
therewith much diftrefled the Weftern parts of Peloponnefus. Nicetas going againft 
rliern, found he fliould loofe much time, and perhaps the expedition if helhould 
Coaft round about that Peninfula , and therefore with admirable induliry and ex¬ 
pedition, conveyed his Ships over the Ifthmus or Neck of Land of Corinth , 
and fell upon the Pirates e’er they heard of his coming, of which he killed and 
took great Numbers, flew their Commander, funk, burnt, of took many of their 
Veflels, and forced the reft to run, and hide themfelves amongft thelflands where 
he hunted them our, and fuch as he could come by, put them to death, by va- 
Whichcaufed rious and exquifite torments. Thiscourfe had fuch effect upon the Saracens of 
ro C defift ' from t ^ le ^ e Parts, that it made them more backward afterward to invade the Roman 
invading the Countries, but could not fo much operate upon thole of Africk , who with hopes 
S“n T the' of L better fuccefs fet forth a Fleet confining of fixty Ships, of unufual bignefs, 

Wert. wherewith they did very much mifchief, roving as far as the Ifland Cephalenia 
Thofc of a and Zacynthus. Againft them was fent Nafar ’, or (as Zonaras calls him Nar- 
frick make an tfie focceflbur of Nicetas , who hafted with a very ftrong Fleet to Metho- 
invafion. na, but thence fo many of his men ran away, that he durft not venture to In¬ 
gage, his Ships were fo unmanned. This he fignified to the Emperour, who 
prefently thought of this device. Thirty Saracens then Prilbners at Confiantino- 
ple y having their Faces befmeared fo as they could not be known, he caufedto be 
led into the Cirque, and there whipped, thence to be fent into Peloponnefus, as if 
they had been the Authours of the Defe&ion, and there to be nailed to Crofles, 
in the place whence it muft be imagined that they fled. This ftruck fuch fear 
into all the Seamen and Souldiers, that it did the work, and they earneftly defi¬ 
ned to be led againft the Enemy, to which he readily aflented, asfoon as he had 
from Peloponnefus fufficiently furnifhed himfelf, and given order to the Governour 
to meet and aflift him. 

67. The Saracens were much elevated at this delay of the Romans, and as fully 
fecure left their Ships, and were intent upon Rifling and Pillage at Land, when 

fcutarebearen Nafar by night, and unexpectedly fell upon their Fleet, and funk, burnt or took 
ieraVro 3 ,?®" a11 their Veflelsj fuch as remained he offered to God at the Church of Methona. 

Emperour. The Emperour much commending his Condud, ordered him to proceed in the 
hunting of thefe Pirates; whereupon he Sailed to Sicily, where hedeftroyed fuch 
Ships as the Saracens had hired, and took many Veflels full fraught with Mer¬ 
chandize, efpecially with Oil, of which by this means he caufed fuch plenty, 
that a pound thereof was fold for no more than an ololrn. From Sicily he pro¬ 
ceeded to the Coafts of Italy, where joyning with the Emperour’s Land Forces, 
commanded by Procopius his Protovefiiarius or Gentleman of his Wardrobe, and 
Leo a Patritian, the Governour of Thrace and Macedonia , did very commendable 
Who returns Service. For another African Fleet was defeated at the Ifland Stele, and moft of 
to Confianti- the Forts in Calalria and Lumbardy, were taken from the Saracens , which done, 

2 ph mm * Na f ar returned Vitftorioufly to Conflantiuople. After his departure, things went 
,not fo well in Italy , where the two Commanders, Procopius and Leo falling out, 
and an Ingagement happening with the Enemy, Leo was fo far tranfported with 
Anger and Revenge, as to fuller the other to perifh in the Battel for want of help, 
when he might eafily have relieved him, having the better of the Saracens in that 
Wing where he fought. He endeavoured to make amends by his good Service 
in taking the Caftle of Tirentum, and fending the Plunder to Bafilius , but he un¬ 
demanding the manner of Procopius his Death, would not fo let it pafs, but Ba- 
nilhed Leo , fome of whofe Servants prefently accufed him of Treafon, and for 
that were killed by Bar das, and David his Sons., Fearing puniihment, they fled 
with their Father towards Syria, but were overtaken mCappadocia by fome the 
Emperour fent to purfiie them. Refilling to yield, the two Sons were flain in 
the place. The Father was brought back to Confiantinople, and Sentenced by the. 

Judges to loofe one Eye and one Hand, which being executed, he was Banilhed to 
Mejembria, and there (pent his days. 


68. While 
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68 While the Etnperour’s Officers were thus employed in the Weft, tbs Sara¬ 
cens of Africk thinking him carelefs, and unprovided at home, from 
Phoenicia, and Syria , got Ships together, and made up a conflderable Navy, yet 
refolving toefoie out the condition of Bafilius , before they would attempt any 
thing, but the Spye returning,, acquainted them how he kept many Men in rea- 
diriefs for any occafion, and employed them in Budding of Churches and other 
Works to keep them in Adtion, which underftood they defifted from their Enter- 
prize They of Carthage, had prepared a Fleet to defend themfelves, imagining 
Bafilius would make War upon them, but when they found no fuch tiling, con- 
SyrMH r e bc- eluding that he was diverted by fome other Enemies, they Sailed oyer to Sicily, 
IgedLdra-and Bdleged Syracufe, to afliftence whereof, one Adrian a Patritian was.fent, 
ken by the s*- b he either wanted Wind, or loitered fo by the way, that at Poloponnefus he 
a the heard that the City was taken (the ftory went as foil told by Spirits ) which 
negieil of A- the Infidels deftroyed, together with all the Churches. Adrian having certain 
Intelligence by fome that had efcaped, how helhould come too late, and was 
man en p reven ted, returned with the Fleet to Confiantinople, and took Sandluary in the 
Great Church, but was thence taken and fent into Baniuiment. Much after the 
fame manner mifearried one Stephen a Cappadocian, who with a felett number of 
Stephen, wo-Thracians, Macedonians and Cappadocians, was fent into Lombardy, but minding 
f-fiTr 1 nothing but his eafe and luxury, he was turned out of Command, and one Ni- 
SKSt. cepborm Th«m fent in his Room, fa valiant and worthy Pylon ) with a new 
fupply, and a Party of Manichees , formerly belonging to Cbryfocbis. Joyning 
thefe with the Forces of Stephen, he obtained many Vi<ftories over the Saracens ,, 
taking feveral Towns, a sAmantia, Tropce and St. Severina. Thefe were the Wars 
managed by Bafilius, in the feveral Quarters of the World. _ 

69 Otherwife lie moft employed himfelf in the Building or Repairing of Chur¬ 
ches of which Cedrenus reckons up a great number, befides other expenfes upon 
the Imperial Palaces, much admiring him for his Prudence and Goodnefs, where¬ 
as Zonaras rather taxeth him for his toiling of his Subjedts in fuch works, and in¬ 
fills moft upon the Churches, built to St. Michael, as provoked to fo much ex^ 
penfe upon them by the flings of his Confcicnce, to expiate as it were the Mur¬ 
der of the Emperour Michael, his Matter and Benefacftour. Two things befides 
Crimes laid t° . there are upon Record againft him, which cannot be excufed, whereof the 
££ one was his being in a manner bewitched by the cheating tricks of a certain 
Monk called Theodoras Sandabarenus, who after he had loft one Son, had almoft 
procured him to make away the other. His Eldeft Son Conflantine being dead, 
his thoughts and Hopes were fixed upon Leo the fecond Brother yet fo he could 
not ceafe from mourning for Conflantine, and was fo fond as to defire fie might 
have his Ihape, as alive, reprefented to him. Thisitsfaid, this Sandabarenus 
being a Conjurer, Undertook, caufing a SpeBrum in his Ihape to meet him on 
Horfeback, which he imbraced and kilfed. However itwas,this Monk got very 
much into his favour, and often deluded him by his cheating tricks, which Leo 
his Son could not but take notice of, often exclaiming againft him as a Moun¬ 
tebank and Impoftour; The Monk for this bore him a Mortal grudge, refolving 
to be revenged of him, but concealed his Malice, and carried it lair towards him, 
the better tobring about his Defign. He perfwaded him when he went abroad 
with his Father, to carry a knife along with him, therewith to ferve lus Father 
in hunting, if need Wert;, or if any Treafon ihould be committed againft him, 
that he might be in a capacity the better to aflift him. 

70. The young man not knowing his drift, and thinking it no imprudent ad¬ 
vice. the next time he went abroad put a knife into his Boot, which the Monk 
underilanding, and how his device took, then betook himfelf to the Father, tel¬ 
ling him that his Son Leo had refolved to kill him, and for that purpofe that fie 
might not doubt thereof, came prepared with a knife into the Field. Ifte old 
man’s jqaloufie is eafily kindled, the young man is fearched and the knife found, 
whereupon he is committed to clofe Prifon, in an apartment of the Palace, where 
his Eyeshad been put out at the Inftigation of the Monk, had not the Pamarch 
and the Senatours made vigorous oppofition. But for a long time in Prifon he 
continued, notwithftanding all interceffion ufed in his behalf, fo powerfull was 
the fufpicion of Bafilius, till on a folemn day, entertaining fome of the Nobility 
at dinner, there was a Parrat hung up in a Cage, which, in imitation of fome one 
he had heard, lamented the young Prince his condition, faying often, Alas, my 
Lord Leo ? This occafion the Senatours took to renew their lolicitation to the 
Emperour in behalf of his Son, for whom they undertook to anfwer, as ' j^d 
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Bird it felf did reprehend them for their negle<ft, and the good nature of Ba/i- 
litis was now fo much wrought upon, that he fet him at liberty, and reitored 
SafiUus dyes. , j to b j s f ormer place and favour. Bafilius not long after died, when he had 
Reicned eighteen years ten months and feven days, by himfelf, and about one 
vear with Michael. About the caufe of his death there is fome difference ; Cedre- 
■ms writes, that he died of a Diarrhoea, but Zonaras tells us another ftory of his 
going to hunt, and how a certain Deer, more flout than ordinary, making refi- 
Rence, thruft his horn under his girdle, and lift him up from the ground, bring¬ 
ing him into danger of his Life, which was laved by one of his Followers, who 
drew his Sword and cut the girdle. He adds, that inftead of rewarding the man, 
he caufed his Head to be cut off, as having drawn his Sword agamft the Empe¬ 
rour Of this, Cedrenus is filent, and fo John Cumulates, who mentions alfo 
the Flux he died of, though Zonaras attributes his death WoiUac- 

from the Deer Leaft of all is that ftory to be believed of him that he ihould quitanicgi 
make a vow that if he could conquer and reduce the Bulgarians, he would turn IpudPUhtum 
^Savingconquer^ them in efca, performed it abftamingfrom iUW 
flelh f both of Woman and Beaft) ever after, though he ftdl ufed the Imperial 
Enfisns Take it all together, his Government was fuccesfull and eafie to his 
People,' which we may believe, though we gave no credit to what Cedrems far- 
ther hath in his commendation, that when the Senatours advifed him tofend fome 
Officers down into the Provinces, who Ihould be fevere in exa<fting the publick 
Revenue, he would not permit any fuch ftrift inquifition to be made 
Leo fucceedi. Bafilius being dead, Leo the Sixth of that Name, fucceeded him in the 

fixth 'vear of Charles the third Emperour of the Weft, the fecond of Stephen the 
Sixth Bilhop of Rome , the fourth Indi&ion. A. D. DCCCLXXXVI. He focceeded him 
as his Sort, though as to his Birth, Glycas bids us obferve that the Writers of An¬ 
nals differed amongft themfelves. For Scylitzes wrote, that the Emperour Mi¬ 
chael left no Natural Iffue, fuch as are much given to Drink feldom being able 
to get Chddren, as he tells us that Men skiliulUn thofe matters affirm. But 
othfrs delivered it for a truth, that Leo was the Son of Michael, particularly 
Zonaras that he was indeed the Son of Michael, and m the opinion of the world 
the Son of Bafilius. His feverity to him fo long in reftraint, may a little mcreafe 
tht fufpicionthat he thought him not his own, and yet fcarcely would he have 
left him the Empire, having other Sons, except he did it to make amends for the 
death of Michael. However, as to his Son, he left him very good Inftrudtions, 
whereof fome had Relation to his Faith and to the Church, and others to lus 
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univerfal good behaviour. And as a great means for his Information and Direc- ^ 

tion of his Life, he charged him to be conftant in reading ancient Hiftones, where- unquam 
in with little labour he Ihould find what others with great pains bad laid together. Htforiasvetc- 
There he Jhould have a view of the vertuesof good, and the vicesjf bad Men* With 
the feveral changes incident to humane Life, the victjfitude of Affairs, and Ififtfbi- /4W Gfc. 
lity of all worldly things, as alfo how prone Empire and Sovereignty it felf is to 
decay andperifk. In %ort, he jhould therein reade the t 

and the punijhment of Wickednefs, to learn to obtain the one and avoid the other 
Leo, fo far obferved thefe Precepts, as by his Study, at leaft to obtain fo much 

Obtain, the Theory, that for his extraordinary knowledge he Sft dSare’ 

Simame of How he obferved them as to practice the Hiftory of his Acftions, will belt declare, 

Phiiofopher. th h by C uropalates, and the reft of the Writers, who have taken in a manner 
all from him, rfiough it be moft obfcurely_andl«™fufedhr 


7i The firft thing that Leo did, was to be revenged of Sandabarenus, m order 
Antadmo to which he removed Phofrn r from the Patriarchal See, as ° nc ^ tl » r =hmigood 
upon Sanda- W U 1 and had confulted with him for the promotion of a Kinfman of his own to 
barenus. tbe Empire; Sandabarenus he caufed after Judgment to be ignominioufly and 
grievoufly Whipped, though a Bilhop,and thence Bamfhed to Athens, where having 
his Eyes put out, he was lent into the Eaft, though long after he recalled him, an 
ordered him maintenance from the New Church ; he outhved Leo Dyinginthe 
Reignof Confiantine hisSon. Whde lie was intent upon this courfe of 
he ioueht to get Reputation, and make amends for his Fathers fault byjaftmg 
Remove the £* Body of Michael the Emperour out of the Monafteryat 

Body of Mi- Jj d conveying it to Conftantinople, attended by a number of Priefts, Torcnes ana 
S led with fwe/odours, placed in a 
fttminopie. graced with all Rites and Ceremonies Anting the Place and Dignrty wmcn ne 
bore Being at the City received by the Emperour s Brothers, viz. Alexander and 
Stephen (whom he had made Patriarch iri the room of Photius) with Smgmg 
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other Solemnities it was intombed in the phurch of the Apoftles in a Marble 
The Saracetu Monument. While he thus employed himfelf, the ****** Enemiesofdie 
make an in- Em pire were not idle, but took the lippermoft City, lying upon the River Char 
eS? lhC ^ making Prifoners all the Inhabitants. . And at the fame tin^e happened a 
' Fire in the Southern Part of Conjlantinople, which with odl f 

med the Church of St. Thomas the Apoftle, repaired afterward by the Emperour 

mv and efcapina himfelf with much difficulty. About the fame time the Sun 
fu&red fo great an Eclipfe, that the Stars were feen at Noon, and terrible Thun¬ 
der and Llhtniog followed, with the force of which feven Men were killed in 

the fit upon the Stairs of Conftantine. Then was ^mBefieged by the,W 
cens, and the Emperour being exceedingly enamoured a. certa l?Jr ad | 

Zee, gave a new and unheard-of Title to her Father Zantzas of Father to the 
Empefour, having formerly made him Magifier,znd Logotheta ^ ^ 

was efteemed the moft Beautifuft Woman of her tune, and had been Married 
to a Patritian called Theodoras Guniazitzas, but he being r^gioved it s faid by 
Poifon Leo ufed her as his Concubine in the lifetime of his Wife The&phama. 
a War wil h The yearlhat foUowed happened a Quarrel and W ? r with the Bulgariansvgonjns 
the Buigari- occa f lon Therewasan Eunuch,byName,belonging to Zantzas, who hemg 
V ery intimate with the Chief Merchants of the-City, byhis Intereft with his 
Mailer procured the Mart of the Bulgarians to be removed from Conftantinople 
to Theffalonica on a fudden, and thefe Merchants by whom the Defign was con¬ 
trived'to be made Officers and Receivers of the Cuftoms, who impoled grievous 
and unufuai burthehs upon thofe of that Nation, and quite tir^ them out^f the^ 
Traffick. Simeon their Prince, who fought all ways pofiible of P lckm § J < ^ uarre f l 
with the Romans, made complaint hereof to the Emperour,^who by the fugge^ 
tions of Zantzas, having his ears flopped to aU that could be urged, he gladly 
laid hold of the opportunity, and took Arms agamft him. , ' * 

74 Leo having Intelligence hereof, prepared alfo for War, and fent an Army 
aaSn'ft Mm, undlc Copland of Procopius Cremtes, witM whpm he joyned one 
„ Armenian. In Macedonia the Armies met,, but the Romans were o- 

VtlSS inTtheir Generals flain,- fuch Mbners as 

their Nofes, and fo fent them in fcorn to Conftantinople. Leo .moft: grievoufly 

Upon which S with this Affront, fent one Nicety ajatnuan to^ the ,Mi,or. Vngn 
j. eo defires f Hungarians ) to perfwade them to pafs the. River, and lgyade.the Bulgarians, 
the T«r/yto undertaking, he refolyed affo to: fall. upp ft them on the other 

invade & the care and ^nduft of Euftafhius, a Patrman 

In? nTunaarius • and his Land Army to Nicepborus Phocas a Patrman, whomaf- 
?eA£ D^th of Andreas he had made Domeftick of the Schoolsyet having ^ 
mind ftUl more defirous of Peace, he fent tp Simeon one Cwftanttnpcius&m+hzi 
Affair whom he imagining to be lent onely to .put a tripk upon.-hitn,, for,, . ■» 
fephor'us was now at hand, committed to. Prifon Simon, .p W p^ring^di«nfelf to 
tosaee Wcephor«s\tbe.T*ris Cfo they callthem), pafethe River,^and 
wafte all Rafgaria ; w^ich he underftanding, pmits his Defign ; 
who »*, Zsi marches^irealy agsinft them. They nrthrjWTg 1 
the Buigari. his Army, he with much adoe efcaping to Doroftolum, xnher.wile cauw. ^rA 
ans, and force T « f ^ ^ GonQUerpurs, deftred of the Emperour. that he woiild buy of 

which he did, fending 

done, he wailed their Countrey, the Emperour not being in ji caMcity to fend 
them Relief, by reafon of the Ihortnefs of the warning. Now. puffed up^th^ 
fuccefs he writes to the Emperour, that he would not m any cafe admit of Peace, 
Captives were, fet at liberty, to. which he yielded,^ 
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ceiving back his Ambafladour, with whom came one Theodoras to receive the 
Prifoners. 

Which after- 75-. The Prifoners returned, and yet Simeon would not accept of Peace, which 
ffighu. inraged Leo to that height, that he was refolved with all the Power he could 

make to chaftize, and if poflible, utterly to deftroy him. This Army he com- 

theEmperour mitted to Catacalon (a man lately preferred to be Domeftick of the Schools, in 
to ingage in the room of Nicephorus Phocas , whom Zantzas, becaufe out of fear of the Em- 
another Bat- per our, he refufed to become his Son-in-law, had procured to be difehargedof 
that Office J and Theodofius a Patritian, and the Potoveftiarius, who giving Battel 
But with a to Simeon, were defeated by him, with great flaughter of their men, with whom 
ucce • fell alfo Theodofius. This Difafter abroad was followed by an imminent Danger 

a confpiracy at home from a Confpiracy, while he uled the company of Zoe the Daughter of 

and Punched Zantzas in t,ie Countrey. She happened to overhear the Confpiratours Dhcourfe, 

'and awaking the Emperour, caufed him to ffiift for himfelf, which he did by re¬ 
turning to his Palace by water. John the Drungarius of BigU, who then Com¬ 
manded the Guards, he put out of his Place, for having Watched no better - 
and it feems he had Zantzas himfelf fufpe&ed, for he was forely difpleafed with 
him, we are told, and was at length brought to a Reconciliation by the means 
and felicitation of Leo Theodotaces the Magifter, and an intimate Friend to them 
both. Yet that excellent Lady Theophano his Emprefs being Dead, he Married 
Zoe his Daughter, who was formerly his Concubine, and fet the Diademe on 
her Head, in which fhe joyed not long, dying after a year and eight months. 

Another * She being Dead, another Confpiracy was hatched by a Kinfman of her, by Name 

Bafilius , the PefteSj as *Zonaras calls him, or EpeiBes of the Emperour, as * f o 
f Cedrenus hath it, who communicated his Defign to Samonas the Chamberlain, 
under an Oath of fecrecy. But he, though a Saracen by Birth, revealed the mat- 3 tSSSi 
ter ; whereupon Bafilius was lent into Macedonia, as there to celebrate the obfe- mhwt. 
quies of Zoe, and at his return fubje&ed to Examination and Try al, together with 
his Complices, by which being found Guilty, he was led ignominioufly through 
the City, and Baniihed to Athens. The good fervice of Samonas was fo far ap¬ 
plauded by the Senate, that they gave him thanks,, and judged him fit for the 
greateft preferment: and the Emperour who had made a Relation of it to the 
Fathers, fo far approved their judgment, that he made him prefently Protofpatha* 
rius, and began to ufe him very familiarly. Now about this time did Leo Marry 
a third Wife, a Woman of extraordinary Beauty, by Name Eudocia- but fhe died 
not very long after in Childbed, together with her Infant. To the memory of 
his firft Wife Theophano he now Built and Dedicated a Church,in which and other' 

The Saracens Buildings while he erhployed his Seamen, a Fleet of Saracens took Taurominium 
makeaninva - m Sicily, with great flaughter of the Romans, and made themfelves Matters of 
Lemhus, whence they led away a great multitude of Captives. 

7 6. To Leo it ordinarily happened that one mifchiefdid not come alone; for 
at the fame time that his Subje&s fuffered thefe things in other Parts, he himfelf 
efcaped narrowly with his Life at Confiantinople. It was the Cuftome on Whit* 

Sunday to make a folemn Proceffion to the Church of St. Modus. He bein^ pre- 
fent thereat, juft as he entred the Church, a certain Fellow aflaulted him with a 
BrS tobe if ea n ^ nd himon the Head had killed him outright, but that a 

CandlefUck hanging in the way kept off part of the Blow; but as it was it fetched 
bfouffm ^abundance. - Alexander his Brother being not at the Solemnity, was 
fufpeded by many as malty of the Contrivance; but the Man, though grie- 
voufly tortured, accufed no Man, and therefore no farther inquitttion was made, 
he having his Hands and Feet chopped off, and fo burnt alive in the Cirque. The 
Emperour no fooner recovered, but being now a Widower, and having himfelf 
much dabled in Aftrology, afwell as hunted after the Opinions of others, who 
affirmed he ihould have a Son to fucceed him, applied his mind to new loves, and 
fhortly after Married another Zoe, called Carhonopfina, from the place of her Na¬ 
tivity or abode, who lived with him a good fpace before he fet the Diademe on her 
Head, not till ihe had brought him a Son, which he called Conflantine. But his 
Nuptial Joys were prefently allayed by ill News he received from Sea, where 
now the Saracens having taken Encouragement from the Hoftiiity which the Bui* 
ganansexe rcifed, tyrannized exceedingly, and under Conduct of one Leo Atta- 
SV;;.*" 1 / “ e ? ad ? § reat mifehief upon the Coa&, whothreatned 

Smmi Cmfiuhmpk it felf with fpeedy Deftruflion : the Emperour upon die News 
difpatched away Eufiathius his Drungarius of the Fleet, who finding himfelf 
too weak for Leo, returned, but with him at his back, for he followed 
mm into the mouth of the Helefpont , and proceeded on as far as Parium. 

7 7. This 
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77 • T 11 ^ much diftutbed the Emperour, he fent away Himerius his Principal 
Secretary with the Fleet, who found out the Renegado, but finding him fuperi- 
our to him in Numbers and his Men more courageous, he durft not ven¬ 
ture upon an Ingagement, but fuffered the Saracens quietly to return and lay 
Sipge to Thejfalonica which they took, feed much bloud and made many Prifoners. 

A little before it fell out, that one Rhodophyllus one of the Bedchamber, travel¬ 
ling upon publick bufinefs for Sicily, with an Hundred Pounds of Gold fell lick 
by the way, and for his eafe and recovery was forced to take in at thejfalonica, 
where Leo the Renegado finding him tortured him to death, to force him to be¬ 
tray this Treafure into his Hands. But indeed the Money he had left by the way 
which was taken up by Simeon one of the Secretaries, who had other occafion to 
travell on that Rode. He perceiving Leo refolved to deftroy that City, perfwa- 
ded him to accept of the Money as a Ranfome of it, which the Emperour took 
fo well from him, that he rewarded him with the Dignity of a Patritian and 
of Principal Secretary. The Saracens having left Thejfalonica, ILimerius pre¬ 
pared to purfue them, but they failed to the Illeof Crete, and there having left 
Upon which part of their booty, departed home unmolefted leaving him idle at Lemnos The 
Land Army Emperour not able to graple with them at Sea, fent two of the greateft Cap- 
intotheEaft tains he had by Land into the Eaft, Eufiathius Argyrus, and Andronicus Ducas 
s~i P e"S'“ * ho fo ma " a S ed their Affairs, that they got many Vidories. In the mean time 
tion. Qamonas, who, as we laid, had difeovered the Treafon intended agairift the Em- 

perour’s Perfon, and for that was with him in great efteem, veiled a Saracens 
mind under the habit and Ihew of a Chriftian and a Roman, and pretending a 
Journey to lus Monaftery (of his own founding it feems) endeavoured with 
much Money and Horfe to efcape into his own Countrey, and left he ihould 
be purfud, liamfttingd, the publick Poft-Horfes in the way. Leo fent feverai 
after, but at the River Halys he was taken and ftopt by Nicephorus Cantinas the 
Drungarius, t\ hough he ufed many Intreaties, and offered a great reward to be 
ct pafs. When liefaw he could not efcape, he then pretended that he was on 
Ins way towards tlie Crofs of Stracha, there to difeharge himfelf of a Vow he 
had made, but for all that Conftantinus Ducas brought him to Confiantinople' 

There Leo ordered him to be kept in the Houfe of Bar das Catfar, and caufed Con- 
ftantsne to tell another Tale m the Senate, how,indeed he was going to theafore- 
faid Crofs to pay his Vow. The next day calling the Senate toSethlr, he caufed 
Conflantine to fwear by God and tjie Emperour’s Life, and then asked him the 
quefoon whether Samonas was going into Syria. He refolving not to forfwear 
himfelf, openly protefted that he fled toward Melitena his own Countrev Here- 
at the Emperour was angry, and having kept Samonas for feme fpace in cuftodv 
fet him afterwardsatLiberty, and reftored him to his former Dignity and Place 
Zonaras adds, that he made him a Patritian, and defigned him to the Office of 
Chamberlain, 

78. Not long after, at the Birth of his Son Conflantine a Comet appeared raf¬ 
fling its Tail toward the Eaft for forty Days. his Wife he now declared 
Emprefs, for which the Patriarch excommunicated him, or forbade him as they 

Leo excom- CntranCe "S* the 9 lurch > as he was forced to go on the right fide to 

municared for f he Mitatorium Hereat gneyoufly offended, he yet earneftly begged of him that 
iriarrying he might be reftored to Chriftian Communion, and when all this was to no pur- 
e ‘ f ? fc » refolved to exercife liis Authority over the Prieft, fo as to cor red him for 

his Arrogance, and fent him as a baniihed Mail into a Monaftery. In his Room 
he made Patriarch one Euthimms Syncellus, who it feems took off the Ecclefiafti- 

Cei jfS bUt Wl f nas , by , tb ? Advice of kis Nobility, he was about to pub- 
hih an Eduft, to make it lawjuJl to marry three or four Wives, he vehemently 
withiiood, and prevented it fo nice and fevere was this Age in the Point of Mar¬ 
riage. For, Reader, neither the Pradrice nor Defign of Leo, was to have or allow 
more than one Wife at a time, but fucceffively after the death of tlie former. 

Act mult not this be allowed to him, though lome of his Wives lived not lone 
Sj i 11 !? f her Carriage. But thetruth is, he Jed afide by the Humour of the 
Ecclefiafticks who all along by a great Fatality had been from the time of Con* 
jtanUne the Great inclined to the Commendation of Celibate and Averfion to, w ■ 

fubjSg &&&£ 
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nons, of which now lie Tate enough repented. This fame year the Saracens, fet 
oj»ain renew cut a Fleet againft the Emperour’s Subjects, againft whom he Tent Hmenus t he 
titeir incurfi- j .ogotheta Dromi , and with him joined Andronicus Due as , the Father of Conjtan - 
be.uen U by cne r/«? formerly mentioned. Samonas bearing implacable hatred to tnis Family, 
oftheGener.iis for his being intercepted by Conftantine on his way homeward, bribed aiamiliat 
to the Empc- Frient j 0 f Adronicus to write to him, that he fhould by no means adventure to 
join in the Enterprise with Himerius , who had order from the Emperour to 
put out his Eyes, aftoon as he could have an Advantage to doe it. Andro - 
»kus believing this dory, refufed to accompany Himerius in the Expedition, 
who ingaged without any Collegue with the Enemy, and gave him a very no¬ 
table Defeat. . „ , . 

79. Andronicus awakened with this his Succefs, andfcnfible of hisEnour, out 
of defperation, feized upon a Caftle fituate about Jconium called Cabala, and con- 
fidered how to revolt. His Enemy now inceflantly plied the Emperour with com¬ 
plaints againft him, urging his Treachery and Defigned rebellion, upbraided him 
for not having lecured him before he efcaped his Hands, and importuning him 
at lead to obviate, and leflen this growing Mifchief. Overcome with 
his Suggeftions, he fent againft Andronicus , Iberitzas Gregoras , the Domeftick of 
the Schools, and one allied to him, with aftrong Army, which he undemanding. 

Upon which and how Nicholas the Patriarch, his principal Friend was caft out of the Church,he 
Ihc other re. flecJ a jj j ie had to the Saracens, and was kindly received by the Amermumnes. 
v s t; c lr This much difturbed Leo, ‘when he confidered both what a Subject he had loft, 
and an Enemy he had created to himfelf, and if poffible lie refolved to get lnm 
back. He wrote Letters to liim, wherein he promifed both oblivion of what 
was paft, reftitution to his former Dignity and Eftate, and much more Incourage- 
ment, and more kindnefs than he had ever yet received. But the Meflenger, a 
Captive Saracen , was perfwaded by Samonas not to deliver the Letters to An¬ 
dronicus, but difeover the Contents of them to the Amermumnes , who thereupon 
where he dies caft Andronicus and his Followers into Prifon, where they endured much and 
mifcr.ibiy. } mifery and of them fome abjured their Religion to be rid of their Chains, 
he himfelf perilhed without Redemption. But his Son Conftantine, with divers of 
the other Prifoners made his efcape, and though purfued iometimes by fighting, 
and otherwhiles by calling Gold in the way, and thereby diverting the greedy 
Souldiers, got fafe to Conftantinople , where the Emperour conferred great Gifts 
upon him, and feafted him in the Golden Room. It s faid, that as he was depar¬ 
ting out at the Gate, Leo called him back again, and advifed him, that by reafon 
of his Name he fhould never take the Confidence to aim at the Sovereignty, for 
he was very well allured by fuch as could foretell things of this Nature, that 
Conftantine his young Son was deftined of God to the Empire. But if not con¬ 
tent with his former Condition, he fhould make any Attempt that way, his 
Head for certain fhould be cut ofi^ and brought thorough that .Gate in its 
Gore, which the Event confirmed. 

80. Much about this time, out of fome jealoufie he had conceived Leo put 
Euftathius the Magifter, and Drungarius Biglce out of his Place, whereupon he re¬ 
tired and died by poifon, being much regretted by the Souldiers, both by Sea 
and Land. For he was an extraordinary Man, who brought the firname of Ar- 
gyrus or Silverd to his Family, either by reafon of the Purity of his Life, the 
beauty of his Body, or theluftre of his valiant Actions, wherein be fo far excee¬ 
ded all others of his time, and during the Reign of Michael, that with Slaves 
'and Dependants alone, he kept in awe the Manic bees of Tephrica, and the Saracens 
of Melitena. Leo was notfofevere to him, as indulgent in the other extreme to 
Samonas the Saracen, whofe Father together with one Abelbaces, fent from Meli¬ 
tena and Tarfus, he entertained in the Palace of Magnaura, with all Magnificence 
imaginable. And what was thought not fuitable to Men of their Religion, 
lhewed them all the Treafureand Furniture of the great Church. The old Man 
was fo much taken with the fplendid condition of his Son, that he would have 
ftaid at Conftantinople, and been partaker of his good Fortune ; but Samonas would 
not permit it, defiling him to go into his own Countrey, and perfevere in his 
own Religion, alluring him that he would follow him with the firft opportunity. 

Now on Whitfunday, Leo caufed his Son Conftantine to be Crowned by the Hands 
of' E.ithymius the Patriarch. And the Confidence of Samonas was by his immo¬ 
derate Favour grown to that height, as being jealous of anew Favourite named 
Conftantine a Paphlagonian by birth, which he himfelf had given to the Emprefs, 
he both accufed her as being too familiar with him, and made a fcurrilous Libel 

againft 
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anainft the Emperour, who upon Inquifition finding him to be Authour of it, 
caufed him to be (haven for a Monk, and made Conftantine whom at his Sug- 
n- hpirtfT ftaven lie had retaken out of the Monaftery, Chamberlain m 
The Saracens Abo« this time the font out thr^ HundredShips underc^- 

infeft the Sea , „ n r one Damiams a Tyrian, and Leo of Trtpohs, which committing .the ufual 
SAX.' HUHtaT/SSE ^Admiral was fent aga milt andingagdL wuh them 

perour’s Ad- Samus but was beaten, put to flight, and hardly efcaped to Metitena. .xne 
m5ral - Frrmerour not lone after was feized with the Colick, and brought fo Tow .with it, 

Sake his ufual Speech in the time of Lent, but calling toge¬ 
ther the Senate recommended to their gratitude and care his Wife and Son, . telling 
hem he S Sy S out folong a sEafter. Yet heJived till the Eleventh 
Leo dies. “ SS then dying left the Empire to his Brother gander 

all Earneftnefs he defired carefully to educate his Son Conftantine, to ule nun 
i tecame hb QuaUty, and to leave him his Succelfcut. He reigned two and 
twentv Yc&rs% three Months and four Days. % -it.* 

81 y We have brought Leo to his end, yet have not done with hun, as neither 
with * BaCilius his Father, and that upon account of a remarkable Alteration 
made bvthem inthellws of the Empire, of which we muft neceflardy give 
Se Hea y de^an &SST He is then t| know, that the Civil Lw wtth fo great 
Care and Indiiftry modelled a-new by Juftinian was in great . ^ Baldvin. 

danger, not long to furvive the Authour. For befides that mfti*. - \ 

r ° *, into B Italy, and the Weftern European Nations mciftum de ufu (3 *utbmt. Jum edi¬ 

tor the fpace of five Hundred years aft:er his deathi, being Us. Lib. i . cap. 5 . 

fiioDrefled or kept out by the particular Laws and Guftoms - 

ofthe Barbarous Nations which had lately pdflefled thgfe Parts, as the ^j, 
r Vandals Franks and others, in the City and Empire of Conftantinople 

kfelf eftherthrough the negle6t or envy ofthe Emper odrs,fcarcely forforty y^rs 
did it continue inaly confiderable Authority. Indeed xhrough the 

TUerius and Mauritius, his Books were received both in tile Schools and Courts of 

Tuftice ahd in Latin as they were written, and in the fame Language was juftice ad- 
S ftred the Decrees of Magiftrates and the Refactions of Judges pubhfhed, fuch 
linnnnr and refpetft being as yet given to the Tongue of the Romans, to the Va¬ 
lour and Conduct of whom fo great Dominion was to be aferibed. But Mauri- 
bpin^ murthered, Phocas and his SuccefTours had little care either for Pre- 
C f US t-Virwyf the Language or the Laws, and though the Empire wasftill calfed 
EmpCaffi « are very carefulf to give the Name of £ 
to the Emperour's Subjefts, even fo far that if. they and the /to- 
r: -.-rin-ed toeether yet by Ramans they ever mean fuch as werfc fubjea 
^h^<SSS.opSmn Empi re y whereever. ' 

to tne the Greek Tongue being native to thePlace C though exceedingly 

SSId with So wolds ) drove the prafliceofit out by Degrees; Generally in 
rnunnHes the Emperours were known by the Name of Oreef Emperours ; 
^d r fomeTtkm thcmfelves, as L Succeffodrs of 


and fome ot tnem vaumeu ’ ''—"" 7 " . 

dedts by ttaleUus an Anteceflour. and.yhe Inftitunons byJlpfHglMl*- 

brtth v^rV fmall for the'-Reafons now mentioned, and ttie xontinuau 
tad oSS mSeby tlie Saracen, dining which like diaurbances, Uws are 
wont -to make but little nbife.^ But -b^ing «- - • - - mhtTuZt vS^t ,‘*ex= 

of Spirit far above his Buth and Breeding, and having ^ , ^ 

good fuccefs againft J the Infidels, as our Hiltonans ■ write, Utiif ■ 
rupon the workxifmaking^nd 
Leo new .mo- was moved by this reafon, as they tell us,-becaule w? 
del the civil - , h civil Laws to be very confufed andobfoire; ; 

Slrfhe tefoived » P£ge.*g $ ^^1^^^- 

pJeventing°the accompliihment, it was perfedted by Lea his Son. Later writers 
C c c i 
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afcribe to his envy at the glory of Jufiinian, what the other attribute to a kind 
of neceflity, and they, impute it to his defire, that his Name with his Books 
ihould be obliterated and quite forgotten.' Out of what principle foever it was 
he with his Sons, Confiamine and Leo, fell published an 

Epitome of Jufiinian s Code, which he called Procheiron, n s »xu$ov t Sv b<wvW, quia 

and afterward fixty Books called Bafilica , compofed out &""**"!% l 3 es C6 ™ in &ant , idem opus 

of the Books of the laid Emperour,, bis thirteen Edi<fts af- ftabat™ ‘ My <1> “ a ex 6o ’ Ilbrts con ~ 

ter the publication of his Novels, with the Novel Confti- 

tutions of Jufiin and the following Emperours. Thefe alone Iiad the Force of 

Laws fo long as the Eaftern Empire it felf Jailed, and Jufiinian his Books were 

quite laid afide, both in the Schools and the Courts of Juftice. 

83. Now thefe Books of the Bafilia, (d) feme attribute (a) HarmmopuL Lib. 1. Tie. 1. 

to Leo; and others (fij to Bafilius himfelf, to whom Leo 1 ]' 

'alfo afcribes them, and indeed this controverfie may eafily ^ .a ovt. eomt.au. 

be decided by what we have lately laid from the Greek Hiftorians, that Ba- 
began, and Leo perfe<fted the work; fo that both Father and Son had an 
hand in them, and twenty years after their publication, , 
the Grandchild, not another Son, as one of our Lawyers 

millakes, * Confiantine Porphjrogenitus purged and amen- * Conftaminus hie fuie Conftamims 
cfedthjm But -Lf0 after the Bafilia, jpublilhed an hundred 

and thirteen Novel Comhtutions which ftill are extant. Author id eitBafiiichn re. 


and tnirteen Novel Cxmltitutions whicn ltul are extant, Author id ejFBajiiieZn re. 

and at prefent fince the Recovery of Jufiinian s Law, in the * " ifte tmkSjmis. Non Btfiiu films qui 
Well are made ufe of onely in matters wherein Jufiinian's ftorilmjha ^^ZmGoThofred^ad 
Books are filent. Nay, in the Age of Leo himfelf, they Leonis Novellas meat -fiiapfus iea& eft in 
feem to have had no greater Authority, and that from bac farte Duc k iui nofiras. 
the teftimony of Greek Lawyers themfelves, who cited 

them onely when nothing had formerly been Conllituted _ Cujac. 17 . obfiro. 31 . GothofieJ. ubi 
concerning fuch or fuch a Point, or for explication of the ■’ u f ra ' 

Old Law. Of thefe feveral works the Greeks feem moll 


to have efteemed the Epitome or Synopfis ; and chiefly to have been delighted 
with Breviaries. For from that of Bafilius firll publifhed, and the Conllitutions 
of Emperours as far as Emanuel Comnenus did Confiantinus Harmenopulus , a Judge 
of Thejfalonica , .frame ail Epitome of univerfal Law: And before him Michael 
Attaliates by command of Michael Ducas, the laft Emperour mentioned in this 
work publiihed a Ihorter Synopfis , which he called the Compendium of a Compen¬ 
dium* Michael Pfellus, at the fame time Compofed another Sjnopfis; and long 
nfter John Leunclavius publilhed an Epitome of th e Bafilica, out of the Library 
of Sandmens , afterwardChancellour afPoland, who found it at Parent urn in Ca¬ 
labria, which part of Italy, as we fee, was longell fubjedl to the Emperours of 
the Eaft. The Bafilica themfelves lay hid a long time, till Gentiacius Hervetus 
firft publifhed feven Book&of the fixty; afterwards Cujacius three more, though 
he had the whole Number by him, as appears in his admirable works, efpecially 
his Obfervations, and at length they were all fet forth out of the French Kings 
Library, together with the Scholia and Glofles of the Greek Commentatours, by 
the care and induftry of Fabrottus , that excellent Lawyer, who by this means 
has procured much afliftence for explication of fuch matters as are obfeure in 
Jufiinian s Laws. Yet are fiojt the Glofles of thefe Greek Lawyers comparable for 
Number to thofe made.hy the Weftera Europeans, upon the Books of Jufiinian. 

Thofe now extant are ondy thofe of Spephanus, Nicaus, Thaddteus , Eudoxus, Ifi- 
dor us; BafiliuSy .and feme others,, which as the Glofles of Accurfius, are fet in the 
Margent of the Bafilica. But thus much concerning thefe new Models of Ba- 
filins and Leo, which with fmall alteration contained the Onely Law in ufe and 
practice t jll the diflolution/ df the Empire. Hereby we may perceive that in the 
Reigns of thefe two laft Princes, Learning and Ingenuity were much revived, 
by the convenience whereof and his own Induftry, Leo arrived to fo high a 
Pitch as to obtain the.Sirname of Philofophus and Sapiens. For his meriting thefe 
Titles, there is more produced than his indeavours about the Law. In the Va¬ 
tican Library are ftill extant, many Orations of his,: as well about facred as ci¬ 
ther matters* feme'precepts of Morality, with a Treatife concerning the Military 
Art • and a Catalogue of; many of them* tfre Reader if he thinlc it rit may fee in A j An . 9lJ , 
Baronins his Annals. : . . ” um - 2 - 
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CHAP. II; 


From the Death of Leo the Philofopher, to the Death 
of Conftantine Ducas, the twelfth of that Name. 
A. D. MCXVH. 


The /pace of One Hundred and Fifty Six Tears. 


Alexander i T EO being dead, his Brother Alexander fucceeded him to1 the fe- 
Emp^r. I cond yekr of Anafiafius the Second Bilhop of Rome , the four- 

B j teenth Indidtion. A. D. DCCCCJXI, About £x Curo p a j^ a cedrenus ofiitdns erro- 
his Age when he came to the Empire, our Green rem haufit inquiew, , , 

Hiftorians are ftrangdy overieen, writing that he was now 
a young man, about twenty years old, whereas they Sec. 

themfelves had formerly told us, that in the third year of ... , a 

his Reign, Bafilius made his third Son Alexander Cezfar, fo that by this time he mult 
have pall above forty years, from his very promotion to this Title ; and if Leo 
Reigned above twenty five, how could Alexander be but twenty at his Death, 
and be his Brother, the Father being dead above five and twenty years before? 

He had Confiantine his Brother’s Son his Parmer in the Empire, yet within a little 
time purpofed to deprive him of all hopes of Succeflion, by gelding him, and 
leave tire Dignity to one Bafilitzas, an obfeure fellow, but his Companion in his 
His character, libidinous and extravagant courfes. For tro foch alone he adduced himfelf; nei¬ 
ther thinking nor a&ing any thing becoming the place he bore, and as hitherto 
he had lived! fo Itilldid he onely intend, a voluptuous life and matters of intem¬ 
perance, putting imall value upon any but fuch as could accompany and affift 
him in fuch like practices. From putting in practice what he intended agarnll 
his Nephew, he was diverted merely by fuch as bore good will to the Child 
for his Father’s fake, who Hill alledged he was young and fickly, and fo per- 
fwaded him, not thinking of his own Death, that he had time enough farther 
to eonfider and refolve. Defirous to be afeertamed of his long life, he conful- 
ted with fuch cheaters as pretended skill in thofe-matters, who anfwered that his 
Reign fliould be long, if to a Boar of Brafs which flood m the Cirque, he 
woSd add Genitals and Teeth which were wanting to it;, for that Boar was Ins 
Element, as the Greeks phrafed it, that is, by it he himfelf was magically figm- 
fied in oppofition to his Brother Leo. He giving heed to them, who tor his man- ^onarm fie. 
ners compared himto that creature, added thofe Members to the Boar, os fecu- %*£££ 
ring liis life thereby for a long feafon. Now elevated by this and other hopes, ^ 0ff 
he banifhes Himerius the Logotheta , as one who had pratftifed fomethmg agamlt is«w a^- 
Th e Buha ri- in the days of his Brother. The Ambafkdours of Simeon Pnn^of the BuL 
amrmkiwar garians, who were come about the reftewmg of the Le^ie and Friaidfliip former- cedrenus verh, 
upon ihe ] y ma( j e w j t h his Predeceflours, he uncivily treated and diftmfied, whereupon 

Ttun *’ jhat Prince to be beforehand with him, and prevent the effects of Ins Threats, feu ‘urgaymraft 

broke the Peace, and made War upon the Romans. But following on Ins courfe of Mom $ 
intemperance, after a great fit of gormandixingtmd dmnkennefr, too violently ex- 
Alexander ercifing himfelf at Tennis, he broke feme Velfels, and . died of Bleeding the day ^ 

Dl «* following, having fo much time and conference ( now in extremity ) as to declare flic 

Confiantine his Succeflour, after a Reign of one year and about a mOCt . vocartt rem 

qua magica- 

rum artium m alicujus hamims ferumam gulcrnet. finalis t verbs gratia ) in ^Z B ^d^lo^d^"^au 
in yerolopJjo fyit qua truncata is feriit- y vine alia exempla apud Jjlandritm Annot. adhtmc locum Cedrcrn. Htnc au- 

temLgiJo,x«%Z™i. JiBi, quiin res eereis notis pSlncantationibus vim quandam ad altqutd frxftandum putabantur 
conciliate, & verbumniagicis art i bus aliquid mohri. 


a. To 


§82 The Conftantinopolitan Roman Empire. PartIV- 

Covjiamine s 2.. To Conftantine who was fcarcely fevenyears old, he afligned for Governours, 

Vouthj W fuc- Nicholas the Patriarch, Stephen and John Eladas being Magtftri, John a Rector and ™ 
c eeds . 5 two others whom from the Dunghill, in a manner, he had railed to Senatoriah fAn-mef 
and Patritian Dignity, being his Companions in his lewd Coiirfes, viz. Bafilitzas 
we e’er now mentioned, and one Gabr'telopolus. At this time Conflantinus Ducas, 

Son of Andronicus , the General or Mafter of the Schools was abfent from the City, 
who notwithftanding the warning formerly faid to be given him by the Empe- 
rour Leo, nourilhed hopes of arriving one day at that Dignity, and his Power was 
fo great, and his Dependents and Fewds fo numerous and Potent, that therein his 
Hopes feemcd not at all to flatter him. His Friends were carefull to give him 
timely notice of Alexander s deceafe,. telling him, that the Empire now wanted 
an Head, and was in extreme danger of being ruined, if he, the onely man alive 
that was fit to govern it, would not take care of it in its neceffity, which to doe 
a Confpiracy he would not want incouragement, both the Senate and People being at hisDe- 
againft him. votion j and it was reported, that the Patriarch himfelf was in the Confpiracy, 
not knowing that he was defigned one of the Governours, the Teftament of A- 
lexander not being yet opened. Conftantine having received the Letters, liaftesto 
the City with a feledfc Company of Men, and late at Night getting in at the 
Gate next the Caftle, went and Raid that Night with Gregoras Ileritzas his Fa- 
ther-in-Law, whither, upon notice of his Arrival,came to him N/cfftar the Secretary iw™* & 
with Conftantine a Patritian, the Eladican Monk. They before it was light,- with *™*s»»* iiv 
Torches and a great Multitude, came to the Gate of. the Cirque, and there with Vij? V qumld B 
lucky Acclamations faluted him Emperour. But here they found Rout refiRence Latin* voces 
from within, and as an ill Omen the Trot aerator of Conftantine , as he earneflly 
laboured to get open the Gate, was through lbme hole in it killed with a Lznce.fJO^lZZ} 
Here then repulfed, they went into the Cirque, and by the Brazen Gate palled as « Semtis 0 
far as the Court of Guard, or the place where ordinarily the Watch was kept. 

In the mean time John Eladas one of the Governours had got together fome Sea- W £p.s». w 
men and others as he could, and fent them to meet and oppofe Ducas, with whom *■*«?*** 

they fought, and many falling on both fides, Gregoras the Son of Ducas was Rain 
But punifhed. together with one Michael his Kinfman, and Curticius an Armenian. He much dis¬ 
ordered at their death, put Spursto his Horfe and galloped toward the foremoflof' 
his men to incourage them ; but his Horfe fell upon the Pavement, and it hap¬ 
pening that his own men either running away, or not taking notice of it, one of 
the other Party fell upon him as he lay at that difadvantage from off his Hqrfe, 
and cutting oft his Head carried it to the Emperour. By this his end was the 
Confpiracy and Tumult qualhed, after which Gregoras his Father-in-Law and Leo 
Cheer ofphallaa Patritian took Sanduary in the Church of St. Sophia , but were 
thence by the Governours taken, lhaven, and thruR into a Monaflery. In the 
like fort was ferved Conflantinus Eladicus , but not till after he was foundly beaten 
and led as in Triumph through the City. Some were baniihed, having their 
Eyes put out, and others were beheaded in the Cirque by Pbilotheus the Prefer, 
of the City j fome were faflened to Pofls : But Nicetas and Conflantinus Africus, 
though much fought for could not be found. The Governours had proceeded and 
deflroyed many other perfons of Senatorian Rank though Innocent, if one of the 
Judges had not taken courage and asked them how they durR doe things of lo 
high a nature in the Minority of their Prince. Yet they farther caufed the Wife 
of Ducas to be lhaven and fent home into Taphlagonia. And his Son Stephen to 
be deprived of his Genitals. 

3. While thefe Diforders were within the City, no lefs a danger threatned the 
Government Rom without. Simeon the Bulgarian difobliged, as we faid, by Alex¬ 
ander, had with a great Army invaded the Roman Territories, and was comeeven 
Simeon the as * ar as Conftantinople it felf, before which he incamped himfelf from Blacker me, 

Bulgarian in- as far as the Golden Gate, with no fmall hope of becoming MaRer of it in a fhort 
Cw!/T near » t ^ me * But Hich was the good fortune of the Inhabitants, that though thus fur- 
°nj ant,nop*, p^^^y t j ie i r ft ouc oppofrtion and the flrengthofthe Walls,by degrees they defea¬ 
ted his hopes, and lie retired to Hehdomus, where he lignified he would accept 
of a Treaty. This Overture was moR gladly entertained by the Governours, and 
But accepting Hoflages being given and received, Simeon was admitted to dine with the Empe- 
urmTcfre 6 " rour the Palace of Blacker me, and received the Patriarch’s Blefling, after which 
urns cme. j ie ( | e p arte( j h ome richly prefented, though as Zonaras writes, without any Peace 
concluded, the Conditions whereof he would not accept, which yet Cedrenus 
fignifics to have been accorded. But, the Governours giving no content, by rea- 
lon of their extravagant Actions and Difagreement, were loon after fuffered to 

take 
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take their eafe Tte young EntperourTnak^g g* lamentation fad* mUso{ 

outsail his into her hands By the advice and an^n^ ^ j ^ fte put out c f the 
Governours. Anaftafius , and Conftantine Gongdii Brot , ^ ^ Ga i r i e lopolus, Baftlitzes , 

mmmmm 

mmmSm 

he was fnatched away by dead being thus attacked on feveralQuar- 

**= 

tion or ConqueR of h Ea / Ld compounded all matters with the 

Michael Toxaras were fent into f foe zJe order to Leo Phocas the Ma- 

Turning the Saracens, from whom now being drfbna g j 5 asainR the Bulgarians, ha- 
SSSSi g“ “tnftMfe Stte^l dlftriS of Money called R % «. 

SSsHfers ssittsats 

Oath taken they were led agamft the Enemy. Cohort of the Watch - 

s. The Army was f»Ve^SliS ™TSby%«6™^ManwhofeV a - 
ers or Excubitotes, as they were called, was led y f .g ent of tho f c> called 

*riic officers l 0U r and Conduit had appeared m m y eminent Man alfoj the 

JW Befides thefe* 

reft by theSons 1 ^ g his Arme „ ims end many 

was prefent at the Expedition jkkujsu jfricarais the Patritian was 

of the other Provincial Officers: DomeRick of the Schools. Ori 

joyned as Counceliour fvith Leo the f , I CaRle Achelous with the 

the fixth day of Auguft was a But the General 

Bulgarians, who were beaten, and after great lofep ^HJ^r hehadta- 

* . of the Romans ma great Sweat and fain 1 g ^ negle<ae d his Horfe, that fen- 
ken, lighting at a fountain to refie amongR the Army, where being 

A’SS&SSSSSA..^ -i, 
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fo as he could eafily face about and purfue the Purfuers, which he did with fucli 
execution, the Romans hindering one another, that not onely a great Slaughter 
was made of the ordinary Souldiers, but very many of the Officers themielves 
were loft, amongft whom Conftantinus Africus and John Grapfon, e’er now menti¬ 
oned. All this while Romanus Lacapenus the Drungarius of Naval Affairs, accor¬ 
ding to order hovered about the Sea Coafts with the Fleet to relieve Leo if need 
were, and give paflage to the Patzinacee, whom Bogas had brought to the affif- 
tence of the Empire. But he and Bogas fell into a difference and thereupon they 
departed home- As for Leo he hardly efcapcd to Mefembria. 

6 . Thefe are the ordinary Reafons given for this overthrow,though another Re¬ 
port was very current,as that when Leo was hot in the Purfuitofthe Enemy, News 
was brought him that Romanus the Admiral was returned back to Conftantinople 
with a delign to make himfelf Emperour while all the great Ones were abfent 
which fo a fretted him, who had himfelf the fame ambitious purpofe, that he reti¬ 
red into the Camp to know the truth, at which his men were difcouraged, as ima¬ 
gining it was out of fear, and fo changed the courfe of the Battel. However it 
happened, a great lofs was received, and after the return of the remainders of the 
A^my to conftantinople, the bufinefs betwixt Romanus and Bogas was fcanned, the 
fflue of which was, that the former was fentenc’d by the Judges to loofe his Eyes 
having according to his duty palled over the Patzinacee, and received liich 
as fled from the Battel, which feme attributed to carelefnefs, but others to Malice 
and Delign; and the Sentence had been executed but that Stephen the Magifter 
one of the Emperours Tutours, and Conftantinus Gongyles a Patritian, men very 
powerfull with the Emprefs had not prevailed for the remiffion of it. Now was 
Smern the Bulgarian fo puffed up with his late fuccefs, that again he refolved toat- 
Conftantinople. Conftantinople, and was on his way, when Leo the Domeftick, John the Com¬ 
mander of the Aflociates, and Nicholas the Son of Conftantinus Ducas were fent 

t, ... 0Ut . a S ain “ In a place called Catafyrtes they light upon a Partv that wasfo- 

™ and defeared , k ™ ith l>“le trouble. Then a freih one came on which put 

and worited. tlie men nov y weaned and wounded much to it, but they were lo relblved and 
courageous that after a lliarp Conflict they had the fame fuccefs, though not with¬ 
out lols of leveral worthy men, amongft whom none more eminent than Nicho- 
/tunow mentioned, to wliofe Valour efpecially the fuccefs of the day wasafcri- 

7 j ?° tbe Pield > and againft the Enemy, at home they carried 

a ladder Alpect, whilft in the Minority of the Emperour feveral of the Nobility 
r „ wanted but oppornjnity and power todivefthimof his Dignity, and to reign 

aflume the t0 themfelves. Of all others Leo Phocas with moft confidence hatched and carried 
Purple. on Ills delign 1, trailing much to the power and intereft of Conftantine the Cham- 
beriam, his Wives Brother, for his private Reputation at Court was very great, 
belides that Eunuchs in general at this time were much refpedfed. He made him- 
le J t lolureof his proje^ed greatnefs, that he would not ftick openly to own it, 
and affirm that the Sovereignty of right belonged to him by defcent. This Tbeo- 
£,W h ^?n mpe i 0UrS Scl i° oI ‘ m l af J er taking ftri# notice of it left any mifchief 
n C happen to his Scholar, perfwaded him to take Romanus Lacapenus ■ 

who? iii o eet t0 be bi V Ke f per » and if need were his Prote^our, 

Sn Hnrh » » had p ” a d “ tlfdI1 , ^vant to his Father, an no lefs faithfull to him. But 

»u,nu, K ~ ^ f °^ e T pertinac ^ refufedto acce P c of the Charge, till at 

length feeing the Emperour s Letters written with his own hand and figned, as the 
manner was, with Purple Letters, he confented, and promifed to ffuftrate as 
much as in him lay the Defigns of the Chamberlain and his Allies. This could not 

WtTTnd 0 ! 0 !? ni abu f k r p° k air > and ^S 3 " to be talked of openly in the 
rnnt-^mnfnc? r ° f Refort, but yet Conftantine was therewith little moved, 

u , . i' RcP ° n S ° Utof a V L ain confidence > th at no'man durft attempt any 

££££. g 1 u 1 " 1 ’ tdl going to the Fleet to diftributethe%, or pay the Sea- 
perour. Simimn rh J . wi l° at their firft meeting difguifed his Purpofe, till he 

i n! ^ n ? re, i fei2ed and fccured. Great nolle hereof being made in 
a ” d “° lefs th ™ a Revolt expend, Zae called together the Patriarch 
and fome Senatours, and by their Advice fent to Romanus to know his meaning, 

?? t^^oire that the Chamberlain fhould be diftnifled ; buttheMeflengers were 
o“ d “ ed * r ° m .dehvermg their Meff'age by a number of Mariners, who thretf 
Stones and denied them Acccfs. Early in the Morning fhe went and inquired of 
elfe ?° fe ab ? ut J lim > what their Intentions were, to which, when none 

elle would anfwer, Theodore affirmed this change to have happened by reafon of 

Leo 
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his ill management bf the Army, and Conftantine's ill adminiftration of matters 
relating to the Court. 

8. Now did the Emperour take the power from his Mother upon himfelf, and 
prefently lent for to Court the Patriarch and Stephen the Mafter, and thence com- 
gpe the Em- manded the day following his Mother to be removed; but Ihe weeping and wail- 
P ufc S her C Go° * n S and dinging dole to him, wrought fo upon his good nature as to permit 
vemmenr. her to ftay. Then fearing Leo Phocas , he removed him from his Office, and 
made John the Magifter Domeftick of the Schools. Yet did Phocas prevail, as a 
way of recompence, to have his Son Simeon and Theodoras his Wives Brother 
made Commanders of the Aflociates, and then taking an Oath of Fidelity to the 
Emperour retired to his Houfe. But lhortly after hearing that his Kindred were 
again diftnifled from Court, he relblved to fee how he could work upon Roma- 
nus , to whom poking, he laid open his condition, and bewailed the ftraits to 
Leo and Ho- which he was reduced. Romanus fearing, itfeems, his great Intereft and Alli- 
h* nu * C h m " ance > was Po wrought upon, as fecretly to contra# Friendlhip and an Union with 
bine together, w fr c h was confirmed by Oath, andthedefigned Inter-Marriage of their Chil¬ 
dren. After this Romanus went to Court to purge himfelf to the Councillours 
of any Confpiracy againft the Government, affirming his Delign, merely to 
prote# the Emperour from any ambitious attempts of Phocas , for which purpofe 
hisRefolution was to come to Court, with a fufficient Guard. This the Patriarch 
would not believe, nor accept his Purgation, whereupon Theodore the Schoolma- 
fter importuned him to come up with his Fleet into the Dock of Bucoleon near to 
the'Palace, which he earneftly refufed to doe, till vehemently urged by thofe 
privy to the Defign, who prevailed with him in an Hoftile manner to fail up to 
the place,which happened upon the Feaft of the Annunciation. Prefently hereupon 
Stephen the Magifter departed from Court, and Nicetas the Patritian, a great In¬ 
timate of Romanus went in and thence removed the Patriarch, which done, after 
an Oath taken from Romanus , with moft bitter and heavy Curies that he would 
never entertain any thought againft the Emperour’s Dignity or Perlon, he recei¬ 
ved him into the Palace, and going along with him to Prayers to the Church in 
Pharus , after Faith given and received on both fides, made him Great Comman¬ 
der of the Aflociates. Shortly after to fweetenand take off Phocas , Letters were 
written to him, to bid him be of good courage, and continue in his Allegiance, ‘ 
for he lhould fpeedily be confidcred. To this purpofe alfo Conftantine the Cham¬ 
berlain was commanded to write to him. And upon receipt of thefe Letters 
he kept himfelf quiet for fome time at his own home in Cappadocia. 

Conftantine S>- But in the fifth Week of Lent the Emperour Married Helena the Daughter of 
AiarriM the Romanus Lacapenus,and caufed her to be Crowned together with himfelf by Nicholas 
tbe Patriarch. To Romanus himfelf he gave the Title and Dignity of his Father, 
styling him with which no Man ever had been honoured before, as Glycas obferves, and con- 
&n h erour thC ^ erred f° rmer Office upon his Son Chriftopher. Thefe things quite turned the 
perour. Q f j ^ 0 phocas^ who had almoft digefted former Misfortunes in dayly 

Upon which expeftation of what was promifed him. Now by the advice of his Friends, alweli 
he Rebell*. as his own Inclinations, he refolved to rife, and for that purpofe got to him Con¬ 
ftantine the Chamberlain, the two Brothers, Gongylii !, and others, endeavouring 
to perfwade all that he took Arms in behalf of the Emperour Conftantine. But Roma- 
ms fo beftirred himfelf, that by Letters conveyed to the Camp figned by the Empe¬ 
rour and fealed with his Seal, he convinced many of his Souldiers of their miftake, 
of whom feveral great Officers prefently revolted from him. And herewith incou- 
raged, he fent Simeon the Overfeer of the Canicleus , to the Army, who by read¬ 
ing to them another Declaration, whereby he owned Romanus for his Father, and 
declared Leo to be a Traytour to him and his Family, wholly brought them all 
off, and Leo fhifted for himfelf by flight to a certain Caftle Atcas y whence he re¬ 
moved to arfother, which bore the Name of Goleon t as much as to fay the La¬ 
mentation of Lee, which was efteemed an ill Omen; for here he was taken. Up- 
El d ’* ^b en on nor * ce tbere °f were Pent to f etc b him up to the City John Tubaces and Leo Pag* 
and pumihed. who in the paflage pulled out his Eyes by private order from Romanus, or 

of their own Accord without his knowledge, as he affirmed, pretending to take M , 

the matter much to heart. Thus was lupprefled the Infurredtion made by Leo, 
but all danger not thereby removed from the Head of Romanus , againft whom 
Confpired one Conftantinus Crematenus, David Cumulianus, and Michael the Curator ganmZnideft 
Manganorum, (that is, Overfeer of the Engines) who armed certain young men baliftarum h 
to kill him as he went out to hunt. But the Plot was timely difeovered, and the al ‘°™ m ‘ d g e ' 
Confpiratours having their Eyes put out were in an ignominious manner led about ™ _ t4rw ” f0 ’ 
D d d the 
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the Em- the Forum, and among them Leo Phocas upon a Mult?. . Zoe alfo the Emprefsac- 
prcfs lhaven. cufed of a de fi gn aga i ni t his life was lhaven and thruft into a Monaftery. Moreover 
for attempting fomething againft him were baniffied the City Theophylatt,. the Pa¬ 
trician, and even he who had been the Authour of his preferment Theodore the 
Schoolmafter, with his Brother Simeon, he perceiving, it feems, and repenting 
that he had gone too far. They were confined to a place called Opficium , and 
thither conveyed by the diligence of Curcuas the Drungarius Biglee , who feizing 
fuddenly on them conveyed them by Boats into the oppofite Continent. 

i o. Now the way being fully cleared by removal of all Competition, on the. 
four and twentieth day of September, and the e ghth year of the Emperour’s 
Reign, the Title of Cat far was conferred on Romanus ; and in December following 
Crowned Em- k e “ ras by a u owance of Conftantine Crowned Emperour by the Hands of Nicholas 
allowance of the Patriarch. Thus pofTefTed of the Imperial Dignity on Candlemas day following 
Confiantine. } ie cau f e d to be Crowned his Wife Theodora , and in May on Whttfunday his Son 
Chriftophtr chrifiopher , Conftantine openly yielding his confent and approving, but inwardly 
Emperour. fepining and deploring the condition into which he was brought. Romanus for the f 
fecurity of his Eftate baniftied feveral Perfons upon fufpicion; but could not there¬ 
by hinder the effe&s of envy which his high and fudden Advancement had pro- 
Puniiliej feve- cured For another Confpiracy was hatched againft him by Arfenius a Patritian, 
rai Confpira- and Q * ne Pau i us Manglabyra, which yet was difeovered, and they loft both their 
himfeif Eftates and Eyes. To obviate thefe Pra&ices and ftrengthen himfelf by Alliance 
he Married his Daughter Agatha to Leo the Son of Argyrus, a man very No¬ 
ble and of excellent Qualifications both of Body and Mind. But by this time fe¬ 
veral began to commiferate the condition of Conftantine, who was thus overpow¬ 
ered by the Upftart, and one Anaftafius, called Sacellarius, framed new Defigns to 
take Him off] But this Plot was alfo difeovered, and Anaftafius for his pains was 
fhaven and made a Monk. Now did Romanus publickly command, that he him- 
Infuiu over f e if having the firft, Conftantine fhould be onely called and efteemed Emperour in 
Cenjiantim. the fecond p]ace> and under t hi s pretence that this was the onely means to pre¬ 
vent Confpiracies; thus for uncertain things and a fading Empire, making him¬ 
felf perjured and an Enemy to Almighty God, as our Writers obferve. About this 
time it happening that Adraleftus the Domeftick of the Schools dying, he conferred 
his place, as a farther means to ftrengthen his Alliance on Pothus Argyrus. 

i i. Now were the Bulgarians again very troublefome, making their Inrodes as 
far as Catafyrtes; and Pothus, as his place required, led out an Army againft them, 
with little effe& on either fide, fave that Michael one of his Officers being out to 
fcout, did fome little hurt to a Party of the Enemy, and received a wound of 
The Bulgaria w hich he died ihortly after. But Simeon fent more Forces commanded by Chaga- 
. 4 heir re incurii »us one of his Noblemen, and Minkins the Matter of his Horfe, with Orders to 
ons againft the march to Conftantinople it felf without any ftop. Romanus hearing of it left they 
Homan,. ftould burn and watte the Suburbs and adjoyning Palaces, difpatched away the 
twoArgyri, Leo and Pothus, John Reflor, and others to meet and oppofe them, 
who accordingly gave them Battel in the Plain of Pegee, but John the Rettor af¬ 
frighted at their noife and fudden Onfet ran away and gave occafion to a Defeat, 
wherein many were flain. He hardly efcaping got to a Pinnace, which Alexius 
the Drungarius of the Navy endeavouring to doe, fell down from the fide of the 
Veflel, and was drowned, together with his Protomandator. Leo and Pothus re¬ 
covered a Caftle in their flight; the reft of the Multitude was either drowned as 
they indeavoured toefcape, were flain by the Enemies hand, or taken Prifoners: 

And the Bulgarians without any oppofition burnt the Palace of Peg#, and wafted 
all the Countrey. The year following being the eleventh of Conftantine, in the 
Tenth Indkftion, died on the twentieth of February, Theodora the Wife of Roma- 
nus, and after her deceafe Sophia the Wife of Chrifiopher bore the Title of Augufta 
or Emprefs. Now made the Bulgarians another Inrode as far as the Palace of Theo¬ 
dora, which they burnt without any refiftence. Romanus (landing now in need of 
his Officers, made them a great Feaft, and by good words, afwell as -the Enter¬ 
tainment, made them ingage to doe their utmoft indeavour in defence of their 
Countrey, fo much difgraced afwell as harafled by the fo frequent Invafions of that 

L The day following, Sa&itius the Leader of the Excubitores to make good 
his word, as loon as it was light fet upon the Enemy’s Camp, and killed all he 
found therein, the reft being employed abroad in pillaging the Countrey. But 
underftanding by fome that had efcaped of his Enterprize, they returned thither, 
and overpowered the Romans already wearied by the former Fight; Sauittus 
r having 
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having with his few made oppofition a confiderable time, and killed many, put 
fpurs to his Horfe and fled, but being laid faft in paffing of a Ditch, was woun¬ 
ded mortally by thofe that purfued him.; and. though by the Alfiftence of his 
Attendants he was got out of the Ditch, arid came to Blachernee , yet he died there 
the night following in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, to the great af- 
a Rebellion fli&ion of the Emperour, the Army, and all the. People. - At this time a Rebcl- 
bufSSed. lion Happened in Chaldia (a Region of Syria, near to Iberia) againft theEm- 
ut up * perour, which was happily fupprefled by the diligence, of Curcuas, Domeftick 
of the Schools, then lying at Ccefarea , who on a fudden. and unexpe&edly fell 
Simeon lays upon the Confpiratours. In the mean vjhxfeSimeon the Bulgarian laid Siege to 
Siege to A- Adriano pie, about which he drew a line, and with violence attacqued it. The 
nanop e. Governour at this time was Leo a Patritian, whom for his too unadvifed hafte 
and vehemence againft the Enemy, they called Moroleon, or Leo the Fool. But 
he defended the City very Gallantly , both by oppofition made from the 
Walls, and feveral fuccesfull Sallies, till the Inhabitants, pinched with Famine, 
gave up themfelves, Governour and Town into Simeons Hands, who remem- 
bring of how many Bulgarians Leo had been the Deftrutftion, bafely caufed him to 
be tortured to Death. Then left he a Garrifon in Adrianople, which upon its be¬ 
ing feized by fome Roman Forces, delivered it up again into their Hands. At 
The sheens the fame time, Leo of Tripolis with a great Fleet of Saracens invaded the Sea 
Coafts ^but” C° a fts and Ifiands. Him John Radenus the Patritian and Drungarius of the Navy, 
are*roundly as he lay at Lemnus , fuddenly Attacqued with fuch Execution , that fcarcely 
beaten. an y but himfelt efcaped alive from the place. 

13. In the Month of September , and the fecond Indication, being the feven- 
Simeon un- teenth year from the beginning of the Reign of Conftantine, Simeon the Bulga- 
the” k ExMdu rtan P rince > with all the Force he could make, undertook another Expedition 
tion, pi tchig againft Conftantinople; having with Fire and Sword wafted Macedonia and Thrace , 
w$ Tent near he pitcht his Camp near to Blachernee. Hence he fent to require that the Pa- 
Biacbern <r. tr j arc h and f ome Q f t h e Nobility might be brought to him to Treat, who ac¬ 
cordingly, upon the Reception of Hoftages, were difpatched to him; but when 
they were about to Treat, he difmifled them, fignifying his defirq to come to 
an Interview with the Emperour himfelf, whom he knew both to be a Man of 
whence an Prudence and Veracity. Romanus was well enough pleafed with the offer, and 
Peace enfued. commanded a place to he prepared not far from the Walls, upon the Sea 
fliore, whither he might c&nveniently come with his Gaily ; when in the mean 
time, Simeon not able or willing to reftrain his Hoftility, fent a Party to burn 
the Church of our Lady of the Fountain, built by Juftinian , and all things 
thereabout, giving thereby vehement occafion to (ufped: that he was no-way 
inclining to Peace. But on the ninth day of December , all things being 
prepared, they met on the place; firft came the Emperour, and expected the 
other, who made all the (hew of Bravery he could by his feveral Ranks, diftin- 
guifhed by their Gilded and Brazen Targets and Spurs. Romanus expoftulated 
with him, that “ Being a Chriftian, lieihould te fo Bloudy, andrejoyce jn the 
“ (laughter of thofe that Profefled the feme Religion ; and putting him in mind 
that he muft dye, and according to that Faith, give an Account of all his 
w Cruelties to an Higher Judge; ottered him what Wealth he would ask, if it 
“ was that he fought after, by which and other motives he fo wrought upon him, 

“ that he promifed to conclude the Peace, and fo departed richly prefented by 
“ the Emperour. 

Stephen and 14. On Chriftmas Day following, Romanus caufed his two Sons, Stephen and 
So^ 4 ?nowrf- C m -ft arIttMe t0 He Crowned in the Great Church, referving the other, Tbeophylatt 
r°cSd Hy Name, for the Patriarchal Dignity. John Myfticus his prime Minitter he 
Emperour!. honoured with Patritian and Proconliilar Dignity, who (hortly after was con¬ 
victed of aiming at the Imperial Power, and for that was lhaven a Monk • his 
fellow Confpiratour, Cojmas the Patritian and Jjogotheta Dromi being foundly bea¬ 
ten, and turned out of his Place, who had had a Defign of Marrying his Daughter 
to Myfticus. About the feme time molt horrible Earthquakes happened in Thrace , 
by which many Churches, Houfes and Men were fwallowed up : Simeon the Bul¬ 
garian making an Expedition againft the Chrobati , was in the flraits of the* >Ay 
Mountains overthrown by them in Battel, and loft all his Army. Now the 
Story goes, that one John an Aftronomer came to the Emperour, and defired 
him to fend fome to cut off the Head of a Pillar which ftood over the Arch of £ 4 ^ 
Xerolophus , toward the Weft; for by that means Simeon (hould periih mftantly, elementum, ei 
that Pillar being fatal to * him, or Magically fignifying Him ; which being done , vi w***™ 

odd* theySr #/ " 
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Siwwow the they give out, that in the fame inftant Roman us found that he Died in Bulgaria, 
fif"" of a Difeafe which feized upon his f Heart, or Stomach. His Succefiour was Pe- 

. . ter his Son by his fecond Wife, the Sifter of George Sufurbulus (whom dying, i Cedren. NJ- 

PmrfKMiii he left Guardian to his Children) for Michael his Son, by a former Wife, he had 
ihaven and made a Monk. Now, together with the Death of their Prince, feve- 
ral calamities fell upon the Bulgarians. For the Neighbouring Nations, and the 
Chrohati, Servi, Turks and others hearing of Simeons Death, prepared to make 
War againft them, and they laboured under a great Famine, their Corn being 
confumed by Locufts. But they feared efpecially the Romans, and therefore 
to divert them from their own doors, refolved to begin firft, and fright them 
from any fuch Refolutions by an Invafion. 

who invadin’ l 5 ‘ peter then makes an Inrode into Macedonia , but underftanding that the 
ivUccdonia"” Emperour was coming againft him, by advice of George his Uncle, fent a Monk 
is met by the w i t h Letters to him, wherein he offered to make a Peace, and a League alfo with 
Emphe° f the the Romans , for farther ftrengthening whereof, if he thought fit by a Marriage, 
he would enter into a ftridter Alliance with them. Romanus was no whit dif- 
pleafed with the Mefiage, but fent fpeedily away one Thcodofius a Monk, and 
Conjlantinus Rhodius a Clerk of the Court to Treat with them in Mefembria. The 
Whence a Treaty fo well fucceeded, that there returned with the Commifiioners to Conjlan- * mm ' 
League and tmo pi e one Stephen ■, a Man of great efteem in Bulgaria , and after them followed 
a nance. Q eor g e Sufurbulus , with others the moft eminent of that Countrey. Coming to 
Court, they liked exceedingly a Daughter of Chrijlopher the Emperour’s Son, 
called Mary , a very Beautifull Lady ; and ratifying the Treaty of Peace, fent a- 
way for Peter himfelf, whom Nicetas a Magifter and Father-in-Law to Chrijlopher 
met on the way, and Conduced him to Blacherna , where Romanus himfelf re¬ 
ceived him very honourably. The Peace and Articles of Marriage were quickly 
confirmed, and on the fifth day of Ottoler the Nuptials folemnized in the Church 
of our Lady, at the Fountain, by Stephen the Patriarch. It happened, that at the 
third Feaft after the Wedding, that Romanus entertained Peter the Bridegroom, ' 
Con(lantine Porphyrogenitus the Emperour, and once his Mafter, of whom we 
have heard nothing a long time, and his Son Chrijlopher. Now by the Arts of 
Romanus , the Bulgarians there prefent being wrought upon, as is probable, made 
a Difturbance, and exclaimed againft it, that Conjlantine fhould take Place and 
chriftophe,- be preferred before Chrijlopher the Father-in-Law of their Prince. Togratifie 
preferred be- them you muft know, the Emperour caufed his Son to precede Conjlantine i and 
pl’rp/jjro- all the Ceremony being now over,, the new Married Couple departed into Bulga- 
genitus / ria , being brought on their way as far as Heldomus by the Parents of the Bride, 

and Theophanes the Protovejliarius , which Theophanes had managed the whole 
Affair. 

1 6. In the meantime, the Mafter John Curcuas , Domeftick of the Schools, did 
Vflyria bca- fuch Execution on the Saracens of Syria , and took fo many of their Towns and 
lenbythety- ftrong Holds, laying Siege to Melitena it felf, thzx Apochapfus the Ameras of this 
mans. place, and Aposblathus who Commanded the Souldiers of the Garrifon came out 
to him to Treat, and were fent on that Errand to the Emperour. They gave 
fuch fatisfatftion, that they were received as Friends and Allies of the Romans , and 
ingaged to Fight in their aid againft their own Countreymen. But not long 
after they both died, and with them the Peace ceafed to be any longer, where¬ 
upon the Domeftick, aflifted by Melias a Magijter who Commanded the Arme- 
Mtlitena and nians, befieged Melitena ; after fome time took it, and brought all the Countrey 
the countrey adjoining into the Obedience of the Emperour, who reduced it into the form 
ducedinfothe of a Province or Curatourfhip, as they term it, and by that means much increa- 
Form of a fed the publick Revenue. Much about this time, Nicetas Father-in-Law to 
Province. chrijlopher was accufed to have moved him to depofe his Father, for which he « 

was Banilhed the City, and made a Monk. The Winter following, happened fo 
a great Froft great a Froft in December, as continued for an hundred and twenty days, and this 
and Plague. W as followed by fo great a Plague, as if we Ihould believe our Authours, no 
fuch ever happened before, the Living fcarcely fufficing to Bury the Dead. How¬ 
ever, herein they may Hyperbolize, yet this we have found in our Age, that the 
greateft Plague which hath happened in this City, was ufhered in by an hard 
Winter, whereby the Pores of Mens Bodies were fhut, and Perfpiracion hindred, 
the greateft means of Health, by reafon of the avoydance or ti.ofe vapours, 
and ipending thofe humours, which ihut in, muft needs cauie great difturbance 
and fermentations in the Bodies of thofe that are accuftomed -o a milder air; 
for as for fuch as conftantly live in extremity of cold, nature fome other way 

may 
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si! 

the other Brother of ^n wiS hta ^ut he prefently after 

feized on a Caflle, and got many X nvadeJ the Romm Territories and 
died, and then they o Macedonia , Strymone and Greece , as far 

wafting all before t^rafP^eded * as ^ re ^ oved out of the Coun- 

as Nicopolts , on which they feized , a f,; er _times. Now fell down a great 

trey but by much labour and end^vour m “ f ^ Wotld> and kdled fixty 

Men/T terrible F*fte W 

a Rebellion Emperour, who caufed one of bwiH Difturbances, he got a 

butfuppreffeig t as thefeCheats if-neglefted have ever mad g again, by 

..daubed. brazenHand Mead of People, a^d feizing onlCaftle. 

which he got together a multitude of credulousP^ but \ Party was 

thence made Depredations into aU I^eji djoyn s. wh( f upon Examination 
fent which eafily mattered him, n S g b Acceflory to his Crime, 

it could not be found that any of the Nobd.ty W ^ (<> Am the 

he was hSl^rrS teftowed on her an Imperial Dia- 

Daughter of Gabalas , and upon her M g T nva f 10n an d wafted allWeft- 
The Turks in- deme. In 4 pril following, ^ t h e Patritian and Protovejliarius 

va de the Ro- d as far as the City; to whom Tke°pbaawr am the Cap- 

“ **■ was fent and bought them off, “dmiug the great Froft aid 

rives ; as to give him his due, h m pub i ick |aamity. But thinking to 
Plague to relieve the Poor, and letten p be Earned his third Son 

eftablilh his Family in Ae focc^fion V * y p atritian , an Armenian ori- 
Conjlantine to one Helena the ^au^te iAd> who derived h er Pedigree 

ginally, and, fee fnlhe fourteenth of June, a Fleet of the RoJJi Q a 

The Roffiy a f rom Mamas. Not long aft , Tacitus Bajlarnce, of the European Sar - 

People by ottecaUedtor^ d^byT ^ ^ ^ Kingdom of Pa- 

coafts of the matt a ; their Countrey be g Leopolis or Leunpurg.J confifting of ten 

E"*- land. Weft of Podolta, their ch^f ^ ^ nft the Clty . A - 

thoufand, —fomefay ^ NaV y Theophanes, the Protovejliarius, the great 
gainft them was fent the N y w ^ hi his opportunity, put them to 

Sian now in Command and Favom^ who.^ D S£ ch Artificial ^ , 

flight, rfc"pedwentto^d the Eaft, but in their paflage B«r^rthe 

Fire. They that efcaped w which i anded for Proviiions, and Cur- 

Son of Phocas killed a nu i^V , rominafuddenly upon many more, made great bnar vmd. 
r rthe If: or If, commg out of *» ^ 

flaughter of ther \.? ftUlSrste Name, had before their Defeat done things 
that Countrey, which fbUbearstn ^ exceeded a Tragedy. For of thole 

which Cto i/ethe they faltni to the Ground, 

Chriftians they took, fome tney nauea p r i e fts as they found, 

and others they placed as Marks to> Shoot ^fmany Ch^hes. Beingthus 
they drove nails into their Heads , a y „ nd hecaufe^the Roman Fleet atten- 

worfted, they kept themfelves ini die ^^ Theophanes fo vigilant, that 

But are at ded their motions, thought to flip aw y^, D their Vefl - elSj very few 

length de. he fell upon them, and taking Rufl | n Fleet Luitprandus makes men- Lib. 5. 

ftroyed - returned home with the News. Of this Kmnan r 1 r or ^ 

U befides fSd fo ft feml werecalic°d nil forS 

tain was Inger. He • Parts of this Frozen Zone, 

of People Inhabiting theNeighbom-ing art Chamberlain ; but Curcuas 

18. Theophanes tor his Place wSch he had held two and twenty 

upon jealoufie was hurriedoutofhisP , and wile , w ho in a manner 

years, and feven months; a Man excee -"| lcdge 0 f w hofe Adtions, Ce- 

had Conquered all Syria ; and for a c:o p ^ a Judge, who had deferibed 

drenus refers us to one Manuel, a Pr Jf > * ^ fofs profperous was Theo- 

them in a Volume confiftmg of Eight Books. Ana no e p 1 ^ 
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philus his Brother, Grandfather to that John who afterward was Emperour, the 
Governour of Mefopotamia, overpowering the Saracens whereever he came. The 
Turks after this made another Invafion, but were the fecond time bought off by 
Theophanes. To complete thefe Felicities by a more honourable Alliance, Roma¬ 
nis lends Pafchalius , a Protofpatharian and Governour of Lomlardy , to Hugh the 
King of France (of Italy our Greek Writers mean ) to defire his Daughter in 
Marriage, for Romanus his Nephew the Son of Confiantine Porphyrogenitus , which 
was granted, and the Lady Berta by Name, his Daughter by a Concubine, being 
fent with great Pomp lived with Romanus five years, and then died. But thefe 
fercne and profperous Days were fucceeded by tempeftuous weather, both in the 
natural and civil Senfe. A Violent wind in December did much mifchief, and 
tn- the State and Dignity of Romanus was lhortly after not fiiaken onely, but quite 
exSe lh overturned. Confcious, as our Authours believe, of his Wickednefs and Perjury, 
unjuft Ui'ur- in that he fwore to be a Prote&our onely to Confiantine , and never to affecft the 
K,®lJi t |, Sovereignty ( though he not onely did this, but placed himfelf and Sons before 
conflamine the Right owner ) he endeavoured to expiate this Guilt by certain good A&ionsj 
Porpbjrogeni- and to appeafe Almighty God. Befides other charitable Deeds, he paid the Debts 
*"*' of fuch as owed money, to the Value of nineteen Centenaries, and caufed the 

Bonds to be burnt in the middle of the Forum : Moreover he paid the Rents of 
fuch as hired Houfes in the City. “ And truly, faith Zonaras, herein he gratified 
“ fuch as were in Debt, but thereby he himfelf received little or no benefit. For 
“ what he gave was not his own, it being publick money, and belonging to the 
“ Sovereign Power, of which he had feized by force, and defrauded the Right 
“ owner. Injoying all the Imperial wealth and fubftance, out of it he fpared a 
“ frriall Pittance, juft as if a man having killed his Neighbour’s Ox, gives the Feet 
“ onely to the Poor, and he himfelf devours the whole Body ,• or as if one that 
“ lies with another Man’s Wife, gives fome of her Husband’s money to thofe that 
“ are in want,to purchafe excufe ior his Crime. 

19. But as Providence ( fo he farther obferves) is ufually How in Revenge to 
give time and fpace for Repentance, fo is it fure at laft to take vengeance of thofe 
that will not amend their ways. Romanus was now paffing the twenty fixth 
year of his Ulurpation, wherein he had made no reckoning of Confiantine the 
true Heir of the Empire, who all this while had concealed his Indignation afwell 
as he could, but notwithftanding was fo carefull as to watch a fit opportunity to 
caft off the Ufurper, and recover his former Place and Dignity, having fo much 
Spirit as to be fenfible, that nothing was left him but the Name and Habit. He 


who fets the found at length, that the onely means to doe his work was to fet the Father and 
Son* at vari Sons at variance. Chrifiopher was already dead, Confiantine was a Man.too folid 
ancc. * Van " and wife for him to deal withall; but Stephen being of the quite contrary 
difpofition was moft fit for his purpofe, and he got one Bafilius Volucer , a very 
crafty man to inveigle him, and bring about his Defign. Bafilius having wound 
himfelf into his Acquaintance by Degrees inftilled into him fuch thoughts as 
thefe: that he was imprudent, a Man of his Age, Strength and Underftanding, 
to fuffer all to hang by a rotten Thread, as he termed the old Man’s Life, and 
not rather take the Government upon himfelf being fo admirably qualified for it, 
for which he might be allured of the afliftence of Confiantine his Sifters Husband, 
who could not take it well to be fo leftened, and eclipfed as he was by Ro¬ 
manus. With thefe and the like Flatteries he was fo tickled, that he refolved to 
depofe his Father, and having felt a little the Pulfe of his Brother Confiantine, and 
found him averfe to any fuch Attempt, to go through it, with the Help of Con¬ 
fiantine Porphyrogenitus and Marianus the Monk, the Son of Leo Argyrus, who 
gladly joined in the Enterprize, though he was very much beloved by Romanus. 
Jdrn cb » de ‘ Takin g thenhis opportunity he feized on his Father, on the fixteenthof Decem- 
„J. S K ° mu & er > and conveying him into theIfland Prota, forced him to be ih&ven and made 
a Monk $ which done, he with his Brother and Brother-in-Law managed all things. 
But long could they not live without fufpicions and jealoufies, and efpecially Ste¬ 
phen feared the Intereft and claim of Porphyrogenitus , and therefore refolved to 
depole him^. This Confiantine was aware of, and having the fame Defign upon 
him was more quick, and that through the inftigation of his Wife elpecially. 
Having communicated his purpofe to Bafilius , we now mentioned, Marianus and 
others whom he made his own, as the two Brothers dined with him; on the 
twenty feventh of January he caufed them to be fecured and conveyed away, viz. 
Amlihaving Stephen into the Ifland Panormus, and Confiantine into Terehinthus , where they 
Conflamine. wcre ^ aven an ^ made Clerks, Stephen was afterwards removed into Proconnefus, 

thence 
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thence to Rhodes , and at laft to Mitylene - and Confiantine into Samothracia Ste¬ 
phen bore his Fortune courageoully, and lived many years m Lesbus; but Con¬ 
fiantine srewfullen and impatient, and having often endeavoured to efrape, m the 
fecond year after his depofing killed one of his Keepers, at which the reft were 
fo imaged, that they flew him. As for Romanus their Father he outlived the 

difgrace fome three years. ... „ ■ 

Become* foie 20. Thus Confiantine Porphyrogenitus , having in his thirty third year recove- 
Emperour. re( j ^ f ormer Eftate, in his Government anfwered not the expe&atiofi andhope, 
that had been conceived of him. For he gave himfelf up to Wine and Sloth, 
leaving the management of affairs to others, and yet took no care whom he in* 
trufted, promifeuoufly and without any confideration conferring Offices both 
His manage- military and Civil. He would punifh Offenders without any Mercy, though he 
men! of Af- looke / not at home where Helena his Wife, and Bafilius made merchandize of all 
Preferments, by which means bale and unworthy Perfons got into the greatelb 
Places of Truft and Revenue. Yet is he much commended for reftonng the Sci¬ 
ences and Advancement of Learning, which now had lain much neglected. He 
incouraged alfo Artificers, and very much increafed Trade. Moreover he was 
very eratefull to fuch as had afiifted him in the Recovery of his Power. On 
Bar das Phocashe conferred the Dignity of Magifier ■, and the Office of Domeftick 
of the Schools of the Eaftj and his Sons he preferred to good Commands in the 
Eaft, Cappadocia and Seleucia. To Bafilius Volucer he gave the Command of the 
Affociates, made Marianus Argyrus his Comes Stabuli, and one Manuel Curtices 
the Drungarius Btglte. But to ellablifh his Power which he had now recovered, 
in the firft Place on Eafler -Day he gave a Diadem e to his Son ^nmnus '.then 
caufed he to be gelded Romanus t he Son of Stephen , as alfo Bafilius begotten by 
Romanus the Elder on a Slave,and Michael the Son of Chrifiopher to enter into Or¬ 
ders. Now he feemed to himfelf fo fixed as nothing could ffiake him, all Dangers 
being removed and prevented, when more ways than one he was in peril to loole 
a Confpiracy all a | a i n . For Theophanes the Chamberlain, was plotting how to reduce Romanus 
againft him, tke ifl an d Prota. and to reftore him, many joyning with him m the Defign: 

“Mandat the fame time feveral othersofgreatQuahty 

they might fetch back Stephen , and re-eftabhlh him m the Government. The 
Plots were timelv difeovered by fome of the Parties, and Theophanes with his 
Companions were banilhed. Thofe that were for Stephen igaomimoufly 

beaten, and loofing both their Eftates and Nofes were then driven into exile. 

ii. The Daughter of Hugh dying as we faid after five years, having fome time 
confulted to whom he Ihould marry his Son Romanus , at length he beftowed on 
He macriejfaii him a Maid of very fordid Parent^ her Parents!* laid keepinga ViftuaUing- 
Son upmanui. Houfe. but of admirable beauty and a miracle of Nature, and her Name being 
AnaTafia , he changed it into Theophano. As for matters of War, Bardas Phocas rwas 
as wefaid made Domeftick of the Schools, but did nothing worthy of hisTitle 
himfelf,but managed all by his Deputies,incurring fuch hatredof the Soulthers byhis 
extreme covetoulne&,that in an Ingagement he was deferted by them,and had been 
taken or killed but for the pertinacious Valour of his own Attendants, who brought 
him off alive, but with a great and deep wound he received in his Forehead. 
But his two Sons Nicephoros and Leo behaved themlelves to Admiration, both in 
refpe&of their Valour and Condmft againft the Enemy, and the Kindnefsand 
Providence for thofe that were under their Charge. Leo took in Battel one Apo- 
lafaems a very eminent Man, and Kinfinan of Chahdanus the Ameras ot Chalepus , 
who with a great multitude had invaded the Roman Pale,and after a great Ilaughter 
of his Men fent him up Prifoner to ConftantinopU r, where the E*?I** our “J* 11 m 
Triumph, and trode upon his Neck. But Confiantine , the thnd Son of Phocas, 
Chahdanus took, and carried him away to Chalepe y where he eflayed by all means 
to make him abjure his Religion, and when aU would not doe poifoned him, 
which fo inraged his Father, that all the Kinfmen he took otChabdanus he put to 
death. This fo irritated Chahdanus on the other fide, that Paul a Magifier firnamed 
Monomachus , being fent to treat of Peace could doe no good with him; and he. 
Thew«« with a great Force invaded the Empire, leading wrth him Nicetas Chalentzasj. 
make an In- Patritianf and feveral other Perfons he had taken Prifoners. But Nicetas be- 
EmJ"re tothC trayed all his Councils to Phocas, who laid an Arnbulh for him in a very ftrait 
f place he was to paft, And cut off moft of Ws Men, he hmfeff w.tha very few 

cfcaping. Before his flight, he killed thofe Prifoners he hsd in Cuftody. But/*- 
cetas had corrupted his Keepers, and was got away with all fuch as belonged 
to him. 


zz. Bardas 
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zi. Bar das to prevent any more Inrodes invaded the Territories of the Saracen 
where he wafted all in his way, took many ftrong Holds, and amongft other 
Places Adapa that Noble City as they term it. The Emperour’s Succefs was 
no way fuitable to his undertaking, who, as became him, did conftantly regret 
the great Lofles his Subjects ever and anon fuftained from thofe Agarens that 
inhabited Crete, to ftrike therefore a Terrour into them, he prepared a 
riesorthe s*. ^ roil g Army, and rigged a very confiderable Fleet to tranfport it. And had his 
racem invaded choice of a Perfon to conduct them been as good as his Defign was laudable. 

Sue rf th iU lt C0U ^ not ^ ave mifearried. But General of this whole expedition he made one 
utcr Conflantine Gongylas a Patritian one of his Bedchamber, a mere Courtier, an effe¬ 
minate Man not fit at all for a Camp, of which he never had any Experience. 

He pafled over into Crete, but there did nothing worthy of the Place he bore j 
neither took care for fortifying himfelf by any Works, nor lending out any 
.Scouts to give him notice of the motion of the Enemy. The Saracens then per¬ 
ceiving what a carelefs and filly Enemy they had to deal with, took their oppor¬ 
tunity, and failing upon the Romans eafily defeated them; fome they took, others 
they killed, and made themfelves Mafters of the Camp, and the worthy Gene¬ 
ral himfelf had ran the fame Fortune as he deferved, had not his Domefticks no¬ 
tably defended him, and conveyed him into the Admiral Gaily. Yet was it not 
out of difdain for this mifearriage or for his mifgovernment, that Romanus the 
Son of the Emperour now plotted againft his Father’s Life. But fb it was, that 
impatient to dominiere himfelf he could not ftay his time, but confpiring with his 
Confiaming Wife the Victualler’s Daughter, they perfwaded Nicetas , one of the Attendants 
Poifoned. at his Table, to give him Poifon, inftead of a purging Potion he was to take. 

lt either happened by chance or was defigned, that as he was about to drink it 
he Humbled, and fpUtthe greater part of it, fo that what remained did not work 
the effeCt they wilhed, though he fell very fick and hardly efcaped. In the 
Month of September , he would needs travell to the Mountain Olympus, as was 
pretended to bc-g the Prayers of the Monks, for a fuccesfull expedition he pur- 
pofed to undertake into Syria , but as was thought to confer with Theodorus Bi- 
fhop of Cyzicus , how he might out Polyeuftus of the Office of Patriarch, which 
lie had obtained after the Death of Theophylatt Son of Romanus the late Empe- 
rour. There, either by the farther practice of his Son upon his Body, or other- 
die*!” C 3 wife he fell fick, and being brought back to Conflantinople in his Litter, died on 
the ninth of November, having lived fifty four years and two Months, whereof 
thirteen he reigned with his Father, Uncle and Mother, and twenty five more 
( he fhould have reigned ) with Romanus Lacapenus , and fifteen after that by 
himfelf. Zonaras gives him Commendation for his Piety to God, and his Love to 
Learning which he fliewed by many good Deeds, his Writings and Epiftles,com- 
pofed though not according to exaCt Rules of Oratory, yetfoas they wanted not 
llrains of Rhetorick. And there in Baronius , * a Fragment ftill remaining of an *^ 
Advice to his Son not to marry with any of the Barbarous Northern Nations, a 
great Reafon of which is fetcht from a Precept left by Conflantine the Great. 

He adds that he was much addi&ed to all forts of Verfes as was to be feen in 
thefe Writings, wherein he deplored the Death of his Wife, and he fubjoins what’s 
fuitable to what we faid before concerning his reviving of Philofophy, and the 
Liberal Arts. But the moft memorable thing of thefe things is, the Collection 
which he caufed to be made out of all Hiftorians. 

Homanus The 2.3. Conflantine Porpbyrogenitus being dead, Romanus the Boy (fo he was called. 

Boy fucceeds. not that he was a Boy as to years, but to diftinguilh him from the Elder Romanus 
his Grandfather) fucceeds him in the third IndiCtion, A. D. DCCCCLX. And as to 
why fo t«- * lis manners and carriage he might well enough be termed a Boy. For neglecting 
med. wholly matters of Government, which he left to the Management of one Jofeph 

Bring, as the chief of his Chamber, he himfelf attended no other weighty Af¬ 
fairs but thofe of Mirth and Filthinefs, his chief Companions being either Whores, 
or thofe of the other Sex that could pimp for him and gratifie him in fuch 
nafty Delights, or tickle his Ears with Ribaldry. One John a Clerk, and an Eu¬ 
nuch, whom for his many Villanies Conflantine had thruft into a Monaftery, now 
he received amongft thole of his Bedchamber, the monaftical Habit being thrown 
off, and notwithftanding the earneft Complaints of Polyeuftus the Patriarch, yet 
he excufed the matter, and kept him with him as Jong as he lived; indeed after 
the Emperour’s Death he returned to his Monaftery, and changed again his Ha¬ 
bit though not his Mind. Yet that it Ihould not be faid, but that Romanus was 
carefull to keep the Succeffion in his own Family, on Eafler Day he caufed an 

Imperial 
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He crown* his Imperial Crown to be fet on the Head of his young Son Bafilius, and fhortly after 
Sou B.tJiUus. he lmd anot h er Son born whom he called Conflantine after bis Grandfather, by 
which Iflue he feemed now fo confirmed in what at prefent he enjoyed, that he 
needed to take no farther care, efpecially having fo good a Commander as Nice- 

C * rus Phocas to manage his Wars, whom the late Emperour for his great fer vices j 
preferred to be Domeftick of the Schools of the Eaft. This Nicepborus in¬ 
deed had done things very extraordinary againft the Saracens, having at feveral 
times ingaged and beaten the feveral Afneras of Tarfus, Cbalepus and Tripolis,^ by 
which having fo much teftified his Abilities, Romanus now made choice of hini 
to go againft thofe of Crete. Arriving at the Ifland with the Fleet, he put fuch 
of them to flight as would have hindred his Landing, and then having ftrongly 
T „ „ r incamped himfelf, and his Ships riding fafely in Harbour he fell upon the feveral 
JSSuMufd Towns, and in the fpace of feven Months took many of them. On the fe- 
venth of March, he took Chandace the moft fortified of all others, after which 
Curupes the Ameras of the Ifle, and Arcemas who was his Lieutenant, or next to 
him in Power fell into his Hands. He had now in a manner brought all Crete 
into obedience, for the fettlement whereof when fome time required, he was fud- 
denly recalled at the Suggeftions of Jofeph becaufe of an old faying, That he that 
conquered that Ifland, Ihould become Mafler of the whole Roman Empire. While 
he yet ftaid in Crete, his Brother Leo Phocas was fent into the Eaft to reftrain the 
Saracens, from making Inrodes, which at this time they might be prone to doe, 
on purpofe to divert the Romans from Crete. He ingaged with Chaldanus at a 
The Saracens Place called Andrajfus, and gave him fuch an Overthrow, that an innumerable * 
on all fides Multitude of the Agarens being flain, the reft were brought away Prifoners to 
beaten by the conflantinople in fuch Droves, that all the Houfes both in City and Countrey were 
Bsmam. fiUed with S j aves< chaldanus with a very few hardly efcaped. Leo was graced 
with a Triumph, andotherwife honoured and rewarded as were all the reft, that 
had well deferved in the Expedition. 

A Contpiracy 2.4. But Romanes had not pafled the fecond year of his Reign, when a grievous 
againft him. Confpiracy was hatched againft him by the Principal of the Nobility. The 
andpSS Head of them was Bafilius Volucer, with whom joy ned Pafchalius and Bar das the 
Son of Libis both Patritians, and Nicholas Chalcutzas, who refolvedto kill the Em¬ 
perour on the Day appointed to the Horfe-races, as he Ihould come down to fee 
the Sport, and proclaim Bafilius his Succeflour. E’er the Day came, one Joani- 
cius a Saracen and Confpiratour difeovered the Plot, and they were apprehended 
by Jofeph, who put them all to Torture except Bafilius, and on the Day of the 
Solemnity were led up and down in Derifion,then baniihed andlhaven for Monks, 
yet the Emperour was fo mercifiill, that after fome fmall time he recalled them, 
but Bafilius fell diftra&ed and died in Proconnefus, fo paying for his feveral Trea- 
fons. Romanus Saronita , who was Son-in-Law of Romanus the Elder, was fo 
frighted with what had happened to him, and the reft, that left his Eminent Con¬ 
dition fhould bring him into danger, he diftributed his Eftate to his Children, 
and giving largely to the Poor went into a Monaftery, where he lived a Monk 
many years in great efteem with the fucceeding Emperours. At this time ra- 'o KfJs* >&- 
AgreatMur- ged a great Murrain of Cattel, which having begun in the Days of RomanusSe- 
ram among ntor ^ continued a long time after. The Emperour at the Inftigation of his Wife, minatur. 
CatteL now refolved to remove his Mother and Sifter from Court, to the Palace of An- 
tiochus. The Mother underftanding of it, fo wrought upon her Son with her Com¬ 
plaints and Curies, that fhe was permitted to continue; but the Sifters were ta¬ 
ken away and made Nunns, though afterwards when there was none left: to awe 
them,they threw off the Habit and fell to Flefh again. But fhe took their removal 
fb ill, that fhe fhortly after fickned and died on the twentieth of September, and was 
royally interred by her Father. 

2,5. We faid e’er while, that Nicephorus Phocas was called out of Crete, to which 
we muft now add, that it was without any Permiflion to return to Conflantinople; 
for he received Orders to pafs with all his Forces into the Eaft, where * Chaldanus *<&£ 
after his defeat had recruited himfelf, and having now got together a confide¬ 
rable Army was expected every day by the Subjects of the Empire, to renew his 
wonted Hoftilities. Nicephorus e’er he could doe any harm, got up to him as he 
came into Syria, overthrew him in Battel, and drove him farther up into the Coun* 

Berrhett taken trey, which done he took Berrhoea all but the Caftle, therein much Wealth, many 
from the Sa. p r ij 0 ners 5 and fet at Liberty many Chriftian Captives. This was good News 
r Smmu the to thofe of Conflantinople, though Romanus the Emperour fcarcely lived to receive 
Emperour dying on the fifteenth Day of March, after he had lived twenty four years, 
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and thereof Reigned thirteen years four Months and five days, as writes Curopala- 
tes and from him Cedrenusftlxsx is with his Father and by himfelf, for he Reigned a- 
bout three aloneJ fome thought he died of Poifon, and others through his intempe¬ 
rance as to. Wine and Women. He was large of ftature though Iefs than his Fatlier, 
very good natur’d and eafily reconciled ; and is thought to have been able and fit 
enough for Government, had not thole about him intangled him in pleafures and 
Jalcivious courfes, that they managing his affairs, might have the better opportuni- 
t - 710 c nr * c h themfelves. The Empire by hisdeath was devolved upon his two young 
their Mother Sons Bajilius and Confiantine, and their Mother Theophano, who two days before 
"Jieephjtto was brought to Bed of a Daughter they called Anne. By the command of the Em* 
j siicepiv-rM l’ ref " s now Regent, though forely againft the mind of Jofeph , Nicepborus Phocas 
rbilu id- came to Conjlantinople in April, and there Triumphed in the. Cirque, fhewing 
united the Rich fpoils taken both in Crete and Berrhaa, Jofeph very jealous that he at- 
ConjlanttM. ^& ec i t he imperial Dignity, of which he being aware and knowing how much 
it concerned him to avoid the fufpicion of him, who at prefent was chief Minirter, 
came to his Houfe privately, and defirirtg to fpeak with him alone, profefledhe 
had had for a long time a defire and purpofe to retire out of the vanities of the World, 
to a Monaftical Life, but had been hindred from his purpofe by the kindnefs of 
his Princes, who had forced employment upon him: and he Ihewed hiin a Shirt 
of hair he had next his Skin. Jofeph furprized at his carriage, and at the fight of 
the Shirt, fell down at his Feet, and begged his pardon, profefling he would give 
no Credit to fuch as accufed him for the time to come. And fo he was permitted 
to depart to his own Houfe. 

26. They were alfo jealous o $ Stephen the Son of Romanus the Elder, who ftill 
lived in confinement, and after much endeavour by ftriefter Cuftody, he was 
The LMg^e made lure of by Poifon, at the procurement of Theopham. At the fame time, 
z 'iriMuvf '* ^ eter Prince of the Bulgarians, his Wife being dead, renewed the League with 
"lit.veil. the Empire, and giving up his two Sons Borices and Romania, Ihortly alter died. 

Upon report hereof they were fenthome topoflefs themfelvesof their Father’s pow¬ 
er, after which the four Sons of a potent Count of that Countrey, gaped 
and made a great faction amongft the People. But in the mean time Jofeph forely 
lepented that he had let Nicepborus Phocas efcape outofhis Hands, and refolved to 
recover the prey if pofiible. He wrote Letters to Tzzmifehes, and Curcuas Com¬ 
manders in the Eaft , and Men of great intereft and abilites, promifing to procure • 
to the one the Office of Domeftick of the Schools of the Eaft, and the other that 
of the Weft, if they would either get him fhaven and made a Monk, or by any 
other means remove him out of the way. They when they had received the Let¬ 
ters out of their good will to Phocas gave him notice of it, andadvifedhim to 
take good Courage, and put thofe at Conjlantinople out of all doubt byafudden 
taking upon him the Dignity ofEmperour,and when he excufed himfelf, and either 
heartily or cunningly Ihewed himfelf a verfe, they drew their Swords and threatened 
i/itrei' 8 ™ h:m with death upon refufal. To five then his Life, as fome gave out, heconfen- 
Km-Kixmr by tct k a . n< ^ 011 the fccond day of July , by procurement ofTzimifcbes,t\\e Towns of the 
li,c Army. Halt faluted him Emperour. Others more probably reported that he had for a good 
while been ambitious this way, but not fo much out of love to the Empire as to 
the Emprefs Theophano, , with whom he was exceedingly in love, having fent his 
rrufty Servant feveraj times to her on Meflages, had private conference with her 
lum lei £ and, as fome gave out, Communication of clofer importance. This 
Jofeph Bringas i ts thought had fmelt out, and thereupon increafed his jealoufie 
of him. 

2,7. And when the report of his Defignment came to Conjlantinople , he was 
then at his Wits end, the Citizens bearing him no good will, he had born himfelf 
lb highly, and been difficult for Accel’s. But when he underftood that with the 
Shouts and Acclamations of the Army, he was brought to Chryfopolls, he then 
confidered what other he might fet up for Emperour, and avoid the Indignation of 
the SouldiCrs. Upon the report of Phocas his promotion, his Father Bardas iiad taken 
Sandhiary in the great Church, but his Brother Leo, though narrowly watched 
Vet efcaped, and got to him lafe. This farther perplexed Jofeph , who was not of 
an humour to ingratiate himfelf with the' People, but if he went about it was 
went the more to difpleafc and provoke them. And now he could not reftrain his 
Inclination, but as he faw them all flock to the Church, and to be tickled with 
the Change they apprehended, with haughty and levere words he rebuked them, 
and threatened to raile Corn to an high rate, than which he could not doe nor fay 
any tiling more to inrage the multitude. This was on Sunday the ninth of Augufi, 

when 
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a Tumult at when on theEvening of the fame Lteyfiafilius the Favourite of Confiantine the Empe r 
Conjiamino- rour b ear i n cr mortal hate to him, got a Company of hts Acquaintance and Servants 
fle ' together, and fet them , on Work to pull down the Houfes of thofe of his party 

in leveral quarters of the City. They levell’d JoJeph s Houfe with the Ground, 
and not onely his, and divers others of the.NobUity, but under this pretence, if 
anv of the Company bore a grudge to another. Man, down went his Houfe as well 
as the reft, and not a few were killed in the Tumult. In the mean time all the 
Streets rebounded with the Noife of Nicepborus CaUinicm or the brav e Conquerour, 
and Bardas was now fo incouraged as to leave the Shelter lie had taken up m 
the Church, and Jofeph very prudently took his place. Bjfilius took with him 
the Emperours Pinnace, and with the reft of the Fleet, failed down toChryfopehs , 
whence he brought up Nicepborus to the Hebdomus. Hence all the People of the 
City accompanying him in a folemn Pomp, with Shouts and Mufick, heentred 
the City at the Golden Gate , and going to the great Church was there 
Sowid"' Crowned ori a Scaffold by Polieutlus the Patriarch, it being the Lord s day, and 
there. the fixteenth of Augufi. ■ ■ . t ' : a , T 

z8. Nicepborus Phocas thus became Emperour inthe. fixth Indication, 
A D 963. The firft thing he did, was to remove theEmprels Theophano horn 
Court into another Palace. Then did he banifh Jofeph into Paphlagoma, who 
after two years ended his Life in a Monaftery, He gave to his Father Bardas the Title, 
of Ceefar, and oil the twentieth of September throwing off the Vizard, lie married 
. Theophano, and now fell toFlefh again, of which he had not eaten fince die death of 
his Son, who was killed by his Coufiri German Pelufa as they were nding and fpor- 
Marries t hco- - tosether The Marriage being folemnized lri the new; Chapel of the Palace, 
?£ too til Chattel, £»** $* by the Hand, M 

being entred himfelf ftopt him at the Door, and refilled to admit him, tjll lie. 
had made fatisfaeftion for Marrying the fecondtime. At the fame time:a report 
flew about the Church,and made no little difturbance, which was, you muff know 
that Nicepborus, had been Godfather to one of Tneophano s qrep, by which 

fpiritual Alliance being her Brother could not Marry her, and therefore the Patri¬ 
arch required him either to quit his Wife,or he muft ftand Excommunicated, Nice- 
phorus chofe thelatter of the two, and propounded the matter tobe debated by 
fuch Biihops of the Countrey as were in Town, and certain foled: Scnatours* 
who gave fentence that the conftitution which prefled him, was made by Copro- 
nymus that it did not bind him, and they allfubfcribedan Inftrumefit of his Ab- 
folution. But the Patriarch for all this perfifted in his former opinion, and re- 
fufed to communicate with hiin, though Cafar affirmed that the Emperour was 
not Godfather, as was alfedgeds and Stiliams clnef of the. Court Chaplains,, 
whom they termed Protopapa, who was reported firft to have raffedth, ^ory, 
before the Council and Senate, fwore that he mever either faw orfaidan> fucl^ 
thing. Hereupon though Polieuttus knew he forfwor^ .himfelf, yet he relinqmlh- 
ed the objection of Compaternity, and quitmg affo his obftinacy as to the Crime 
of fecond Marriage, after all tliis ftir recovered to Communion Nicephoius. But 
he was lenfible ol, and never pardoned the affront as long as jie live . _ * 

2.9. Iri the firft year of his Reign, Nicepborus undertook aWar againft the Sara- 
He makes cens of Sicily, fc^aufe he judged it an Ignominous thingto my Tribute to the 
War upon the p eop i e w h ic h how it came firft to be granted, we muft difoover by fetching 
S’" matters a little higher. That People having in the Reign 

quered Sicily,all but Panormus, and thence. Invaded Italy, arfo all the Iftands. of the 
Mediterranean as far, as peloponnefus, were then repelled and jbeaten mto £ met by 
Nicepborus Phocas, then Domeftick of the Schools,, and Grandfather to this Empe- 
rourf who thereby got exceeding much Honour. From that pme Italy continued 
in repofe till the Reign of Confiantine Porphyrogenitus and his Mother, when thefe 
Barbarians taking advantage, fell upon the'Gquntrey, and the Governours finding 
themfelves unable to grapple with both-the Weftern and Eaftern Infidels, efpeeial-. 
lv now that the Bulgarians had violated the League, thought fit to conclude a 
Peace with them of Sicily> arid the accord was made by Eufiathius t hen Gover- 
nourof Calabria, one of the Emperours Chamber, that a yearly Penfion orTn-. 
bute, of two and twenty Thoufand Aurei Ihould be paid tothe Saracens. The 
Peace concluded, John Muzalo a Patrician was preferred to the Government oi Ce- 
labria, a Man fo imperious that he was killed by the People, who gave up them¬ 
felves to Dandulphus King of Lombardy ,(here probably is meantR^«/^ King oJ 
Burgundi and Italy againft Berengartus) much about dietime that Romanusxhz 
Elder feized onthe Government. Romanus refolved if need were, to fend a fleet 
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to recover if jpoffibie, thefe Weftern Provinces of the Empire, but yet thought fit 
tO fend before Cofrnas of Thejfalonica , a Patritian well known to Dandulpbus, who 
by many Arguments at length perfwaded him to quit the Countrey, and embrace 
amity with the EmperoUr, and our Authours add that befides him, he per¬ 
fwaded thole that Commanded^ other revolted iProvinces, to return to obedience 
and acknowledge their fubje<Stion to the Empire. In the mean riffle Simeon the 
Bulgarian, elevated by his many victories and gaping after the Empire it felf, 
lends to Pbatlumus the Prince Of the Saracens ih Africk, propounding Terms of 
an Alliance with him, and for iharing the Booty of the Conquered Romans. But 
the Mefiengers in their return with others from Pbatlumus, fell into' the hands of 
fame Calabrians, who lent them to Roniafiu's. He dpprfciiehding well the. danger that 
hung over his Head, committed tire Bulgarians to Cuftody, but the Saracens 
he nobly treated, and fehtthem well prefented loadeh with gifts to their Prince, 

With this meflage, that Thus the Roman Emperours were wont to requite their 
Enemies. 

30. This was fo kindly taken by Pbatlumus, that he remitted half of the Tribute, 
and the reft was paid till this promotion of Nicepborus. When the Governours 
proved good, all things went well, and the Saracens were well chough content • 
but when otherwile, the Subjetfts would be Tumultuous, and then happened rup¬ 
tures. Under Porphyrogenitus, oneCrenttes who commanded in Calabria , when the 
Saracens of Sicily and Africh had War made upon them by thofe of Cirene, and there¬ 
upon were much ftraitned for provifions, fold them corn it very dear rates, which 
he had forced the Subjects to Jet him have at Robin Hood’s penyworths, and there¬ 
by much inriched himfelf, the Saracens being forc'd to condelcend to what price he 
pleafed to fet. For this he was put Out of command by Conjlantine , his Money was 
taken from him, and he lived afterward and died in dilgrace. During the fameWar, 
the Romans received and protected the Fugitives of the Carthaginians , who all this 
while durft neither complain of that, nor make any demands of the Tribute, left 
they Ihould give them diftafte from whence they received their fuftenance how dear¬ 
ly foever they paid for it. But when the War was over, they both demanded, the onq 
and the other, and when they received a denial fet out a Fleet and Invaded Calabria. 

Now Conjlantine refolved to take another courfe than Romanushad done, not by pal¬ 
liating the matter but by force of Arms, to clear the reckoning, and for that purpofe 
raifed aftrong Army which he committed to the Conducft oiMalaconus, a Patritian, 
with orders to joyn himfelfwith Pafcbalius Governour of Calabria, and with him 
joyntly to manage the War, and one Maeroroannes , he appointed to command the 
Fleet. Thefe Men coming into the Province made it their bufinefs to Pill and Ha- 
rafs the People, no otherwife than if it had been an Enemies Countrey, which being 
known to Abulcbares , Ameras of the Saracens (for Pbatlumus e’er this was dead) he 
told his Men there was no fear to be had of fuch Enemies, that handled their own 
Friends in fo rough a manner : taking his Advantage, he fell upon them, gave them 
a notable defeat, and milled narrowly of taking the Commanders themfelves. After 
this Conjlantine fent one John Pilate his Secretary to treat with them, who were no 
whit difficult to conclude a Truce for a certain time. But this time expir’d they a- 
gain palled the Sea, and infefted Calabria, as formerly, to divert them from which 
he fent another Fleet and Army, the one commanded by Cramleas and Moroleon, 
the other by Romania Argyrus a Patritian. They had fcarcely put to Sea for Sicily, 
when the Saracens having News of vaft Preparations (asfame is wont to make all 
greater than they are) in a Panick fear quitted their Camp and hailed away from ^ 
Rhegium into Sicily, but coming hear to PanoMk Swwere by an horrid tempeft all 

call away, upon this a Peace was again concludechand continued till the time of 
Nicepborus whereof we Ipake. 

31. He accounting it a great difgrace to pay thetn any Tribute fent away a 
confiderable Fleet, and as ftrongaif Army Under command of Manuel a Patritian, 
the bafe Son of his Uncle Leo, who having theTitle of Domeftick of the Schools 

isdVfbte A dbJ deprived ofhis fight by the Emperour RomanUs. this Manurt was young 
the unskilful. anc * fitter to make a Souldier than a General, was very vitious and fo conceited 
uefs of his that he wOuld not hearken to good advice, and fo call - both liimfelf and his Army 
commanders, away, being tout up fo the Craggy and unpaffable parts of Sicily : and befides 
tliis Nicetas the Eunuch a Patritian and Drungarius of the Fleet was taken and 
carried away Prilbrier into Africk. Much about the fame time John Tzimifces being 
Dom ^i c ^ °f tile Schools of the Eaft, was fent into Cilicia, where he 
number of Agarens got together. About fiVe Thoufand of theiii 
quitted their Horfes and betaking themfelves to a Craggy hill near at lidrtdby 
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the Advantage of the place ftoutTy defended themfelves. Tzimifces feeing their 
refolution, refolved to attack them in their own way, and demounting, led his 
Foot on himfelf, and fell upon them, of whom not a man turned his Back, but 
fighting out to the laft were all fiain, and from their Bodies ifliied fuch Streams 
of Bloud into the Plain, that the Hitt got the Name of the Bloudy Hill upon this 
occalion. The year following, and the fecond of his Reign, in the Month of 
July, Nhephorus himfelf taking his Wife and Children along with him led aftrong 
Army, confifting partly Of his own Subjears, and partly of the Aflociates, Ueri- 
. am, and Armenians, into Cilicia. Having left Theophano behirid in a Caftle called 
Army into Drizium, he entred the Countrey, and took three Cities, Anabarza, Rojfus and 
Cilicia. Adana, befides feveral Caftles ; butnot daring to venture upon Tarjus or Mopfuef 
tia, the Seafon of the Year being almoft fpent, he left a ftrong Guard and went 
into Cappadocia to Winter. In Spring he returned and dividing his Forces into 
two parts, the one he committed to Leo, with orders to fell upon Tarfus, and he 
himfelf led the other againft Mopfuejlia, which attacking with much violence he 
was therein affifled by the Famine which raged among the Inhabitants, fo that 
the River Sarus dividing the Town into two parts, of one of. them he got poflef- 
fion, though fired by the Saracens, and not long after the other With all that had 
made refiftence, fell into his hands. , Thofe ohTarfus, affrighted with this fuccels, 
fent to him and furrendred their City, to the afliftence of which, after three days, 
a Fleet came from ^£gypt, but finding no incouragement to land, it was moftof 
it Joft in its return, either by Tempelts or taken by Roman Ships. Thus profperous. 
was Nicepborus wherefoever he bore his Arms. Befides this, he recovered Cyprus to 
the Dominion of the Empire from the Saracens. He invaded Syria, made Tripo¬ 
li, a City of Phoenicia, and Damafcus Tributaries, and having Conquered all the 
rell, both fituate near the Mountain Lilanus and upon tljje Sea, he removed to 
Antioch, which the Inhabitants ftoudy defending, his Provifions.failing, and the 
iniareinz the place being very moift, he raifed his Siege and returned to Conftantinople. This 
Dominion* of we muft fay of him that he was the molt victorious Warriour that of long time 
the Empire u.j worn Purple, an 4 inlarged the Dominions of the Empire far and 
very much* . f t . 

wide. 

3 x. But he was not fo much admired and feared abroad as hated by his Sub- 
He i* hated at jeCts at home, who rejoyced not in Conqu'efts acquired by great expence of their 
home by hi* 5} 0U( j anc j efpecially their Treafure, delighting not at all in fuch grinning ho- 
feveSucT" nour. The Story went that he could eafdy have taken Antioch, brit forbore up- 
count*. on a Saying there was. That the Emperour that Jbould conquer that City Jbould not 
live very long after , and upon this account he gave charge to Peter and Burtzas 
whom he left in the Countrey to fecure what he had already got, to make no 
Attempts upon it. But Burtzas lying near to the City could not forbear, but ha¬ 
ving corrupted one of the Townlmen to a Difcovery, feized upon two Turrets of 
the Wall, and then fending for Peter eafilyoverpowered the Garrifon, and took 
the City, for which the Emperour inftead of other reward, difgraced him and 
turn’d him out of his Place. This procured him much ill will,*but here lay not 
the hundred part of the burthen. At his very firft Promotion when his Souldiers 
were very Infolent and committed many outrageous Ads, he would give no ear 
to any complaint; nay, though they rifled the Houfes of Senatours and fuch as 
hadaffiftedhim fo obtaining what he had, alledging, that in fuch a Multitude it 
could not be but thatfome would carry themfelves uncivily. Th'^ri under pre¬ 
tence of his Wars he raifed Taxes, and laid unfufterable burthens upon the Peo¬ 
ple not abftafoing from Rapine and violence. Part of what was ufually given to 
Senatours he flopped ih the Treafury, as alfo fuch Penfiohs as by his Predeceflours 
had been granted to Monafterfes, Churches, and other Pious ufes: And by a Law 
he forbade any more Lands to be given to the Church, a Crime more heinous thad 
all others in the opinion of the Ecclefiafticks. They farther laid to his Charge, * ^ 
that taking advantage of a difference betwixt the chief * Paft or (fo Zonaras calls ^ 
the Patriarch ) and the chief Priefts concernfog Jurifdi< 9 :i 6 n (he denying that they ^ 
could approve or Eled: without him) he challenged to himfelf all the right 
nominating Biihops, by an Edi<ft commanding that none mould be admitted tq ^ ve)v 
any Church without his leave. Accordingly when any Bilhopdicd he fentan 
Officer fparfogly to defray Charges, arid the reft of the Revenue he tqok tp him- 
felf. Nay, during his Government all Countries fwarmed with Colle&ours and 
Informers, who fqueezed, even out of the pooreft of the People, all that ever 
they had ♦ fuch as had been fo publlck Service before^ were raifed to more,charge 
iible Employment. As if formerly in the Navy, now they were conftrafoed tof 
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fc r ye oil' Land, and if before as Foot, now as Horfemen at their; own 
Chflrge. v 

.3 {. War was hisonely Eferirient, neither could ,he think or fay any thipg but 
what lwJ relation to it. Therein he placed the Meafures of good and evil, info -1 
much, -that he laboured to introduce a Law which ffiould give to them that loft ’ 
their Lives in Fight, equal Honours and Veneration with the Martyrs, and but for , 
the vigorous oppofition of the Patriarch and Biffiops he had publilhed the Edicft, 
they contending, that on the other hand the Canon of Bafit the Great did bar 
fuch of the Communion as had killed, though but an Enemy in Battel, for three 
years. But what did more provoke the Multitude he debafed the Coin, caufirig 
fome of lefs intrinfick value to be made, which done, all Payments to himfelf he 
exacted in that of the greater, and caufed all Ifliies out of the Treafury to be 
made of the lefler fort. And whereas all Money ftamped with the Images of 
Emperours, if of the fame weight and goodnefs went at the fame Rates, he; iri- 
hanced the value of his own Coins above thofe of his Predeceftours. This cau¬ 
fed extraordinary difficulty and damage ini Commerce, which added to the dcar- 
nefs of all Commodities, made very great difturbance. But that which inraged 
moft, was the fortifying of the Court or Palace, becaufe it was told him, that in 
it he Ihould die. He pulled down very fair Houfes of private Perfons adjoyning to 
it, and clofe to it eredfed a Cittadell, wherein were built Granaries, Store-houfes, 
Ovens, and Bakehoufes, filled with all forts of Provifions. To thefe publick Grie¬ 
vances there were other particular Accidents, which being ill taken, however 
defigned, farther increafed the general hate againft him. A great Tumult hap¬ 
pening betwixt the Seamen and Armenians, wherein many were killed, and Sifin- 
nius the Prefect of the City hardly efcaped, he to be revenged on the Citizens, 
whom he concluded to have been Authours of the diforder, was thought to have 
drawn them into a Snare in this manner. He appointed fome Exercifes on Horfe- 
back, and either to let the People fee the manner of fighting or to terrifie them, 
caufed the Riders to draw their Swords and skirmim together, which caft the 
Multitude into fuch a fright, that all ran headlong down from’ the Theatre, over 
the Precipices and Ditches, and treading one upon another many were prefled to 
Death, many more hurt, and greater had been the mifehief but that they obferved 
him to fit on his feat not at all concerned, which made them change their Opini¬ 
on of him, and to flop their Flight. But the Relations of fuch as were killed, not 
long after, as he returned into the City, reviled him, and caft at him Dirt and 
Stones, and had not fome of the more fober fort become Ills Guard, he had eafily 
mifcarried. ' 

34. In the fourth year of his Reign, the tenth Indicftion, in' June going to vifit 
the Cities of Thrace, when he came to Great Suda, he wrote to Peter Prince of 
Bulgaria , not to fuller the Turks, as they called them, to pafs the River Ifler. 
This he objected for feveral Reafons that he could n.pt doe, but efpecially he infill¬ 
ed on this, that when that People had invaSfedhis Dominions, then theEmperouf 
had refilled to give him any affiftence : That therefore he was forced by necelifity 
to make a Peace with them,which his Intereft would not permit him now to break. 
To be revenged of him, for this repulfe he procured Sphendojthlabus King of the 
nigagmlie Ruffians the following year to invade Bulgaria, where committing all forts of Ho- 
ftibty, they deftroyed many Towns, and returned with much Booty, aefting the 
fame part ever, again the next year after. In the meantime happened aterrible Earth¬ 
quake in Papljlagonia, andelfewhere. And in May following the Corn wasfo blafted 
by fcorching Winds, that a great Famine followed, at which Nicephorus took ad¬ 
vantage to rill his own Coffers, and made a Jeft of the Calamity of his People, 
boafting that he had fold his Wheat at a double Rate. Both he and his Brother 
Rejoiced in the Miferies of the Poor, or their Actions were fuch, as they could not 
in time of a H°.rd a better Interpretation, and drew fome Expreffions from the Opprefled, which 
Famine he taxed him with mif-government to his Face. “ On a time as he was Muftering his 
raifw the price « Souldiers, a n ancient man with a gray head defired to be lifted amongft them, of 
ad^tohisha- “ whom when he demanded why he that was now old and feeble, would defire to 
ired and op- “ go to the Wars, he told him that he found he was much ftronger than when he 
preflion. “ W as young J for now, fince he was Emperour, he could carry Corn of that 
“ value on his own Back, with which then he was wont to load two Aftes. So 
much was he hated abroad, and at home, and in his own Houfe he was as little 
beloved. Theophano his Wife did now loath him, either becaufe he was no good 
Womans man, or ihe was jealous that he defigned to geld her Sons, and leave the 
Empire to his Brother. Glycat writes exprefly that it was becaufe he lived chaft- 
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i\\ ahftained from her Bed/ and was wont to fleep on the ground, being much 
delighted in taking his reft in that, manner. Following her intemperate .humour 
ihe had caft her affaftions upon Zimifces, whom as a fufpe&ed Perfon,T the :Erti- 
perour had confined to his own Houfe. ' " 

35-. She procured him to be difeharged-of his Confinement, and when .Nicepbo¬ 
rus refufed to let him come prefently to Conjlantinople , ihe not onely got him fe- 
cretly conveyed thither, but by Night to be drawn up into the Palace lira' Bas¬ 
ket, with five of his Friends, viz. Michael, Burtzas, thePatritian, whom Nice- 
phorus had difobliged, Leo Abalantius,, an Officer in the Army, and one Atzypo- 
theodorus (fo named from the fwarthinefs. of his .Complexion) more intimate 
with him than all others. Being got in, they went diredtly to feek the Empe¬ 
rour, and not finding him in his Chamber in the Bed wherein he ordinarily 
ilept, they were going down the way they came, concluding that their Defign 
a Confpiracy was difeovered. But by a Fellow that belonged to the Womens.Apartment, they. 
ssainft him were brought where he lay afleep on the ground in a Bears skin, as Ins Cuftome 
efS to hu was, which Skin he much valued becaufe given him by his Uncle Michael a Monk. 
Dcftruiftion. Zimifces firft gave him a kick with his Foot and awakened.him, then as he lean¬ 
ed on his Elbow indeavouring to rife, Leo Abalantius with his drawn Sword 
mortally wounded him in the Head, the Skull being pierced. Then they dragged 
him before Zimifces , who had placed himfelf in the Emperour’s Seat, , and ufed 
him with all forts of Indignities, while he onely faid, Lord have.mercy upon me, 
and the Mother of God help me. By this time the Alarm was given to thofe of the 
Guard that then watched, and they were halting to his Relief, which the Con- 
fpiratours perceiving, difpatched him, and cutting off his Head ihewed it to them 
out of the Window, which fight quieted them 5 the Tragedy being already over and 
not to be prevented. Some reported that ten days before his death, by a Wri¬ 
ting left in his Chamber, warning was given him to beware of Zimifces : Nay, 
that by a certain Clerk that very Night the Confpiracy was revealed the fame 
way. But fome reported, that he imagining the Paper to contain onely fome Pe¬ 
tition, never open’d it • others faid he did open and reade it, but made no reckon¬ 
ing of ir, his Fate fo vehemently prefling upon him : And there wanted not who 
affirmed, that he both took notice of the thing, and committed the Inquiry 
thereof, and the Defence of his own Perfon to the Protovepiarius, and alfo wrote 
to his Brother Leo, then at his own Houle, to come to him fufficiently armed and 
accompanied with all fpeed; but he being bufie at Chefs, with which Game he 
w as wonderfully delighted, negledted to open the Letter till it w'as. too late, 
which perceiving, with his Son Nice phorus he took San&uary in the :Great - 
Church! However to fuch an end came this Emperour, who by his Example 
abundandv Ihewed the truth of that old Saying, That Magrfiracy, efpecially in. 
Sovereign Power, difeovers the Difpojition of a man. Formerly he had taxed that 
Vice in his own Father, to which he himfelf, when he had moft ample opportu-. 
nity of getting Wealth, was inflaved. In how fad and uncertain a condition thofe 
that wore the Diadem in thofe days perpetually were, and how much of that li¬ 
berty which the old Roman Legions took of difpofmg of the Empire according to 
their own Luft and Ambition, was ftiU ufurped, the Reader from more than this, 
one Inftance cannot but take notice. Nicephorus lived fifty feven years,: and 
thereof Reigned fix, with as many Months. ■- ' „ ' • 

Zjmifies fei- 36. The Murther committed, John Zimifces feized on the Empire in the twelfth 

on the. Jndiaion, A. D. DCCCCLXIX. Bafilius and Conftantine, the Sons of Romanus, he 6 

k^Bafiiius made his Collegues, he being in the feventh and this in the fifth year of his 
and Conftan- 4 g e , as Cedrenus writes, which could not be, corifidering how long it was fince 
Sue 1 ? Co1 ' the "death of their Father fo that herein greater credit is to be given to Panvinius, 
who reckons Bifilius to have been fourteen, and Conftantine about twelve, at this 
Alteration. For his prime Minifter he made choice of Bafilius of the 
Bedchamber, to w'hom Nicephorus, having been advanced in a great meafore by 
his indeavours, had given a new Title ol PreftJent, being a man of great expe¬ 
rience, which he gained under Romanus his Father, arid Iris Brother-in-Law. Con- 
Jlantine Porphyrogenitus, by his Wars againft the Saracens, and other Negotiations 
of greateft Concernment. He as foon as intruded, to difchargc his Duty, firft 
removed all fuch as he knew to have been addi&ed to Nicephorus, from all Com¬ 
mands both Military and Civil, and fubftituted others in their Rooms, whom he 
knew to be faithfull to him in prefent power.;. Such as Nicephorus had baniihed,. 
he recalled, and efpecially the Ecclefiaiticks,- whom for; oppofing him in Matters 
relating to the Church, he had driven from their places.. Thefe things premifed 



4 bo the Conftantinopolitan Roman Empire . Part IV. 

for the eftablifhing of his Power, Zimifces thought he might take the Enfigns of 
the Dignity, and to the great Church he went to receive the Diadem from the 
hands of the Patriarch. Rut here he was flopped at the Door, Polyeiittus affirming 
that it was not lawfull for him to enter that Place, whofe hands ftill fmoaked with 
the Bloud they had fo lately fhed, for which he muft make fatisfa&ion before he 
could be admitted. He received the Reprehenfion in good part, promifmg to per¬ 
form ail things that could be reafonably injoyned him ; but alledged he had laid 
no violent hands on the late Emperour, who was {lain by Abalantius and Atzypo- 
theodrus by Command of the Emprefs. The Patriarch then required that file 
ihould be banilhed from Court into fome Ifland, as alfo the Murtherers of Nice- 
phorus, and that the Edkft made by him concerning Ecclefiaftical Affairs ihould be 
refcinded. The Murtherers by Zimifces his command were prefently removed, 

Baniflie * T ^°- and Thcopbano Banilhed into Proconnefus , whence afterward elcaping and betaking 
ptX 1 e " m " her fetf t0 the great Church, ihe was thruft out by Bajilius , and carried into the 
Province of Armenia, and there clofe fhut up in a Monaftery, after many bitter 
and reproachfull Speechesuttered againft the prefent Emperour and againft Bafilius y 
to whom Ihe had given a Cuff* on the Ear, and loaded him with the Names of 
Scythian and Barbarian. Her Mother alfo was removed from the City, and the 
Edidfc of Nicephorus againft the Privileges of Church-men openly produced and 
torn in pieces. 

c^oWned at 37 * Thefe things performed, and the Emperour having promifed for expiation 
Conjiamimple °f his Crime, to give all the Eftate he had been Mailer of when a Private Man to 
the ufe of the Poor, he was admitted by PolyeuSlus into the Church, and on Cbriji - 
mas day was there Crowned by his hands. While there was this changing and. 
ihifting at Court, Affairs of the Empire both in the Eaftern and Weftern Parts, 
were but in a ticklilh condition. For the Cities taken from the Saracens in Ciltcia, 

Phoenicia and Ceelojyria , were inclining to revolt. And Nicephorus his procuring 
of the Ruffians to invade Bulgaria , as it happened, had brought the Territories of 
the Romans into much greater danger. Zimifces thought he Ihould provide in fome 
meafure for the fecurity of the Eaft, by preferring to the Bifhoprick of Antioch 
upon the River Orontes, or that near Daphne , one Theodoras a Monk, a man of 
very good Defert, who always told him that he ihould come to be Emperour, but 
always advifed him not to be hafty in his Attempts that way. He had alfo per- 
fwaded him that as loon as he Ihould get the opportunity by his preferment to re- 
The Saracan move r ^ e Manichees out of the Eaft, which he performed afterward, caufing 
S^in the Eaft them to be tranfported to Philippopolis. All this while the Saracens intermitted 
indeavour to no thoughts nor means for recovery of their Cities, efpecially of Antioch , in 
revolt. which their Reputation was moft concerned. By the Agitation of thofe moft prin¬ 
cipally concerned, a flritft League and Alliance was entred into, not onely by that 
People in what parts foever they lived, but by all other Nations, profeffing their 
Religion, particularly, as Cedrenus reckons them, the Egyptians, Per fans, Ela¬ 
mites, both the forts of Arabians , (inhabiting the Delart and Happy Arabia) and 
Sahaans, vaft Forces they gathered together, the Command of which was given 
to thofe of Carthage, as the moft experienc’d in War both by Sea and Land, who 
transferred it upon Zochares a man very fit for the place of General. They laid SjrU Mmo- 
Siege to that Antioch near to Daphne , as our Authours call it, to diftinguilh it 
from all others of that Name, and omitted nothing proper to take it, but the ~ 

ftrength of the place and the Courage of the Befieged held them to it till fuch Daphne trot 
time as the Emperour had fenr orders to the Governour of Mefopotamia, to raife^^'^f,-. 
what power he could and relieve them, and difpatched away Nicholas an Eunuch feras& aqua- 
moft intimate with him to be General of the Expedition. He muftering all the rum a ~ 
Forces he could poffibly get together, though not once to be named with their 
Multitudes, fet upon them, gave them Battel, raifed the Siege, forced them to Italia Bai*,ad 
«dto^obedl- c ^P er ^» and betake themfelves to their own Countries, fuch of them as efca ~ cammed nat 
ence. " ped the Slaughter ; and confirmed the Cities of thefe Quarters in their Obe- inSyrUSubur- 
dieijce. bium, Antio- 

38. Thus matters in the Eaft very well fucceeded • but in Bulgaria , which cht * Da P hne - 
the Roffii had overrun, things went not according to expedition j for this People 
having made themfelves Mafters of the Countrey, and got into their hands Bori- 
Jes and Romanus the two Sons of Peter , finding it much more pleafant and fertile 
than their own, refolved to fix in it, and brake the Covenants they had made with 
Nicephorus. In this their Refolutiqn they were confirmed by one Calocyrus , who 
ingaged that if by their means he Could come to be Emperour of the Romans, he 
would freely quit to them Bulgaria, make a perpetual League with them, and 

double 
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double the Tribute or Pcnfion, which had been promifed them. Puffed up with 
thefe his Oilers, but efpecially with prefent pofleffion, they challenged Bulgaria 
as their own acquired by War, and the Ambafladours of the Emperour-, who o£ 
fered to confirm and make good whatever Nicephorus had granted, they rejected 
with fcornfull Language and Deportment. Zimifces then finding himfelf obliged 
by force of Arms to obtain what by good words he could not compafs, fent 
Forces to i,,s Orders f° r all his Forces to march Weftward, over, which he made General, one 
march Weft- Bardas firnamed Sclerus or Hard his Wives Brother, refolving in the Spring in 
ward. Pcrfojijto be at the Head ef the Army. The Ruffians hearing of thefe preparations, 
to prevent him, raifed to themfelves as many of the lately conquered Bulgarians 
as they thought convenient, and drawing into their Affiftence the Patzinaca?, and 
thofe our Writers call Turks, inhabiting the Weftern Parts of Pannonia ( the 
Humes or Hungarians ) made up an Army of three Hundred and eight theufand 
Men, with which paffing they laid wafte all Thrace, and fate down before 

the Walls of Adrianople. Bardas could fcarcely mufter above twelve thoufand Men, 
and therefore fo very much over-matched in Numbers, refolved to try if he 
could be fuperiour in skill and ftrategeme. He contained himfelf within the Walls 
of that City, and howevtr challenged and provoked by the Enemy would not 
fight, making a fliew of great fear and diffidence. This made them fecure, fo 
as they kept no order, obferved no rules, were negligent in their watches, as 
not doubting but with convenience enough to feizeupon the Prey. 

39. He watcht his opportunities, and when he law his time lent out John Alaca - 
fenfis a Patritian, with a Party to skirmilh with the Enemy, and by little and 
little retreating to bring them into an Ambulh he had conveniently placed for 
them. The Barbarians were divided into three Bodies, whereof the Ruffians and 
Bulgarians compofed one, the other two confifted fingly of the feveral Nations 
of Patzinacce and Turks. It happened, that John light upon the Patzinaca , with 
whom skirmifhing and gently retiring till he came to the Place of the Ambulli, 
wiioingage- * lc the* 1 Aed as falt as his Horfe could carry him, and they breaking all Order, 
itigwiiiuiie a J]d purfuing fell into the Army of Bardas, which compaffing them in, cut them 
r ’ or ve fy fe ' v leaped. This incouraged him to complete his Victory by 
falling upon the relt, who though difeouraged by what had happened to their 
friends, yet made flout refiftence, and the fuccefs continued doubtful! a long 
time, till a Scythian taller and bolder than the reft fingled out Bardas, as he rode 
up and down incouraging his Men. He gave him a blow on the Head, but his 
Helmet was of fuch tried Metal, that his Sword could not enter, though that of 
Bardas was fo much better temper’d, that with one ftroke he both clave his Head¬ 
piece and Head in funder. And Conjlantine a Patritian,theBrother of Bardasjcommg 
in to his Relief had as good Succels. For they write, thatgrapling with another 
Scythian who affifted his Countreyman, and fetching a ftroke at his Head as he 
declined the blow, he cut off* the Head of his Horfe, and then cut the Throat 
of the Mafter as he, lay grovling on the Ground. Thefe Atchievements of the 
Roman General, and his Brother fo difeouraged the Barbarians, that they would 
no more abide it, but fhifted for themfelves afwell as they could, but had not 
Night prevented farther purfuit, none had efcapcd, moft being killed, and the 
reft in a manner all taken Prifoners, of whom there were very few to be feen, 
that were not wounded. Yet if. we may believe fome Writers, of the Romans 
were killed but.five and twenty Men. But noneefcaped without having received 
the marks of their Valour upon their Skins. 

40. Scarcely was this Scythian War, brought to an end,when one Inteftine which 
threatned more danger if not to. the Empire, yet to the Emperour^ recalled Bar¬ 
das to Conflantinople. Bardas Phocas who had been banilhed into Amafia had fled 
from thence, and having held fecret Intelligence with his Kindred and Acquain- 
Biirdiu pboedi tance, was up in Arms, having feized on Ctejarea the City of Cappadocia, where 
oS/w ins , he I , iad sqt together conliderable Forces, and feveral Eminent men being come to 
him had aflumed the Imperial Title and Ornaments. Teo Curopalates his Father had 
drawn in many, forrie by Gifts, and others by large Promifes, by the means of 
the Bdhop ol Abydus efpecially, and had purpofed with liis Son Nicephorus, to 
fteal out of the Ifland Lesbus, whither he had been confined, into Thrace. But 
the Bdhop being apprehended and. examined revealed all the Plot, and both the 
Father and Son were condemned to death. This Sentence of the Judges, was by 
the Emperour mitigated to the loofing of their Eyes. Yet was he fo farther 
merciful!, as it’s faid, lie gave order to the Executioners to make Ihew onely of 
Winding them, and to fpare their fight, and give out that it was not by his 
F f f Command, 
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Command, but proceeded merely from their pity towards them. In the mean 
time Bar das the General was come into Aft a, as far as Dorylaus, having given 
him in charge from Zimifces to Hied no more bloud than was neceflary. By i 
large Offers therefore he firft endeavoured to draw Phocas and his Complices horn L 
what they had undertaken. But finding them fo confident, that with fcor-n and r- 
heat they rejected his Propofals, he marched to Cafarea, where he was fcarcely « 
arrived, when thefe Promoters and Followers of the New-made Emperour, upon \ 
farther confideration, and weighing of what had been offered, with what their « 
utmoft hopes might amount to, found their belt Gamer would be to undoe what 
they had done,and accordingly on e Diogenes Adraleftus and Ampelas,with Theodoras 
and Nicephorus the Sons of theodulus , who had been the Authours of the Revolt 
firft came over, whom all the reft followed, fo that Phocas was left: attended 

onely by his own Servants. r , , 

41. Much difcontented at the Falfenefs of thofe, wo had perfwaded him to 
thefe ambitious Courfes, and, as they fay, fartherdifeouraged.by a Dream, he 
fled toward a Caftle called Tyropmm. The General fent a Party if poflible to over- 
- take him, and it reached him as he came to the Foot of the Hill, on which the 
*• Caftle flood There one Conttantims Charon , bolder and more forward than any 
of the reft came fooneft up with him, and giving him other contumelious Lan¬ 
guage called him Coward, bidding him ftay if he durft, and receive the Re¬ 
ward of his Treafons from his Hands. Phocas perceiving who it was, flopped 
his Horfe, and turning towards him, put him in mind how idle a thing it was 
without confideration of the Inftability of Humane Affairs, to infult over a man 
that was merely optfreffed by the Inconftancy of Fortune, and that he ought 
rather to commiferate the Condition of one, whofe Father was Curopalates, Grand¬ 
father Cafar, and Unclean Emperour himfelf. Charon to this returned more out- 
racreous words, calling him Villain, and telling him that he iliould footh up Boys 
with fuch idle Stories, and not think therewith to delude him; and very fiercely 
made up to clofe him. But Phocas being aware of him up with a Club,or Poll-axe, 
which hung concealed, and his Helmet not being ftrong enough to keep off the 
blow knocked him on the Head, whom thus having difpatcht, he put Spurs to 
his Horfe again, and recovered the Caftle, the Puriuers when they came where 
Charon lay dead, were fo aftoniihed at the fight, that they followed him no far¬ 
ther But not long it was e er Bardas came up, and by Mefiages urged him to 
yield, profeffing his kindnefs to him as an Allie (for to Sophia the Sifter of Phocas, 
was married his Brother Conjlantine) and undertook to procure his Pardon from the 
Emperour. Phocas then receiving from him an Oath, that he fhould not be ri- 
d goroufly proceeded againft, yielded himfelf. And the Emperour made good what 
Bardas had ingaged, being fatisfied with his entring into Orders, and Confine¬ 
ment to the Ifland Chius. This danger thus happily over, Bardas received Com¬ 
mand to return into the Weft. To which our Writers of the Byzantine Hiftory 
mean Constantinople s and thofe Parts of Europe ftill fubjeCt to it, as by theEalt 
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Zimifies mar- 4 z. Thefe things happened at the beginning of the Reign of Zmijces, who 
nesT heodora muc ]-| about the lame time his former Wife being lately dead, married Theodora 
cSleVu°c. hiS the Sifter of Romanus the Third, and Daughter of Conjlantine Porphyrogenitus,^ 
our Greek Hiftorians write, though Patrvinius whomfoever he follows, makes her 
the Daughter of Romanus by Theophano , and the Sifter of Bafilius and Conjlantine, 
Undertake* the Collegues of the prefent Emperour. In the fecond year of his Reign, refolving 
an expedition j n p er f on to m ake War againft the Rojjians , heufed all endeavours poflible to make 
mto Bulgaria. ^ Defigns e ff e ft ua i. By his bounty he made his Souldiers chearfull and coura¬ 
geous. He fet over them prudent and valiant Officers, took care that no Ammu¬ 
nition or Provifions fhould be wanting; and not onely fet all things in good order 
at Land, but provided as well for the Sea, fetting forth a very confiderable Fleet 
under the Command of Leo, the Drmgarius thereof at prefent, but afterward 
preferred to be Protovejlarius. Having finiihed his Devotions for good Succels, 
and fetled all matters at home, in the beginning of Spring he fet forward, and 
in his Journey at Rasdeftus met with two Perfons, who under fhew of an Jimbai- 
fie were fent from the Enemy to fpy how matters flood with him, making 
great complaints of great Injuries offered to the Nation of the Scythians. He 
knowing well enough on what errand they were fent, caufed them to take a view 
of all his Forces, and therewith bid them be gone, and tell their Matters with 
how great and well difeiplin’d an Army he was coming againft them With five 
thoufand Foot, and four tihoufand Horfe fit for expedition, he marched 
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dering the reft to follow under Conduct of Bafilius the Prefident, and palling o- 
Lnyins fage ver Hcemus, laid fiege to Perfthlaba the principal City of Bulgaria. This (truck 
to Perjlhhtba. a t terro ur into the People, and Calocyrus being in the Town without any op¬ 
pofition made, fecretly withdrew himfelf into the Camp of the Rojftans, who up¬ 
on fight of him, and hearing the Emperour himfelf was in the Field, were not 
a little difmaid. But Sphendofthlalus their General comforted them, afwell as he 
could by words fit for the prefent exigence, add caufed them to remove nearer 
the City, where they incamped. A Party of Eight thoufand, exercifing them- 
felves near the City-Walls Zimifces fell upon and did great Execution, whom o- 
thers ifimng out to fuccour in confufion ran the fame Fortune, the ways being 
intercepted at their Retreat, fo that multitudes were flain and as many taken, a- 
mongft whom Sphagellus , the next in Authority to their General. Animated 
with this Succefs the Romans fell upon the City, and were forced oft more by 
the Darknefs of Night, than the Valour of the Defendants. 

4 j. Early in the Morning appeared Bafilius, with the reft of the Army to the 
great Joy of the Emperour, and (hewed himfelf upon an Hill * to ftrike greater 
Terrour into thofe thaf kept the Town. Now did Zimifces endeavour to perfwade 
them to fave themfelves by yielding, to which finding them averfe, he gave or- 
Which he. der for the Forces jointly to begirt and attacque the Place. So violent an Onfet 
takes byftorra t i ie Romans mat ie, by their Ihowres of Arrows driving the Defendants from the 
Sir King!" Walls, and then fealing them with their Ladders, incouraged by one of their Fel¬ 
lows who firft mounted, and was more pertinacious than the reft, that a fufficient 
Number got in and opened the Gates, and then the Army entring filled all Pla¬ 
ces with (laughters. The Women and Children were made Prifoners, arid Borifes 
King of the Bulgarians was taken with his Wife and Children, who in his Royal 
Robes was brought to the Emperour. He ufed him very courteoufly, gave him 
the Title of Kiqg, and fet at liberty all the Bulgarians , profeffing himfelf their 
Friend, and an Enemy onely of the Roffi. But all this while, when he thought his 
work was done as to Perfthlaba, Eight thoufand of the ftouteft Scythians had fei- 
zed upon the Caftle, and were firft difeovered by the Mifchief they did, making 
feveral Sallies and Slaughter of many they furpri2ed. He caufed his men to at¬ 
tacque the Place, but they were very faint in the Service, not fo much for the 
Valour of the Defendants, as the natural ftrength of its Situation, which he per¬ 
ceiving armed himfelf, and with Sword in his Hand led them on, which fight 
wrought fo much fhame upon them, that ftriving who fhould put himfelf ior- 
wardeft betwixt his Prince and Danger, they broke through all oppofition by 
Fire and Sword, and Matter’d the hold j thofe that refitted, being either killed or 
driven headlong down the Rocks and Precipices, or iritercepted by the Fire and 
changing the burnt. Thus was this City fully conquered, in the fpace biit of two Days. The 
LTlrA Emperour took order for repairing of it,arid called it after his own Name foannopo- 
p Us. He left a ftrong Garrifon in it, arid furnifhed it with all forts of Provifions. 
Having therein attended the Devotions of Eafler-Dzy, the Day following he de¬ 
parted for Doroftolus, which alfo had the Name of Diftra. 

44. All this while Sphendofthlalus , was incamped in expectation of the coming 
of the Romans , till furpriz’d with the News of the taking of the City. He 
concealed his grief and exhorted his Men to {hew themfelves the more coura¬ 
geous, the more oppofition they met with, and no longer to expeCt but to march 
and find out the Enemy. The Emperour in the mean time ranged about, and 
took and wafted many Towns and Caftles, the plunder whereof he gave to the 
Souldiers for their Incouragement. But having notice of the approach of fome 
Roftians *he ordered one Theedorus of Miftheia , with a feleCt Party of three hundred 
to go before to view them, and give him an .account of their Condition, and if 
occafion were to skirmifh with them till he fhould come up to the main Body. It 
proved onely aParty of fome feven thoufand men,fent out as it feems upon the fame 
errand with which yet he ingaged, arid they imagining becaufe of his fmall Num¬ 
ber fome Strategeme to be in the cafe, fled amain to the adjoining Woods and 
Mountains, -and fo took their way for Diftra , not far from which, all but fuch as 
fell in the ingagement and perfuit, joyried themfelves with Sphendofthlalus , and 
his Army. There it was now refolved, that twelve Miles from that Town they 
fhould incamp, and ftay for the coming of the Emperour; beirig in all three Hun¬ 
dred and thirty thoufand Men, and thofe unanimous, for three Hundred Bulgari¬ 
ans, whom they had fufpeCted, they had put to death. The Romans animated to 
a great height by their Victories were prefently with them, and then both Ar¬ 
mies prepared for a Battel, at the beginning whereof, though the late ViCtours 

F f f % did 
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™Armv e Sf S did great Execution, yet the Numbers of their Enemies were equivalent to their ~~ 
the Htffiahs, Alacrity, and thereby incouraged, they made fuch refillences, that the fuccefs 
in Battel de- was very doubtful!. Twelve times Fortune feemed to change her Face the dif- 
feats thent. t relied fide ftill reinforcing it felf, till at length Night now coming on, the left 
Wing of the Rojfians gave more ground, which as they endeavoured to recruit the 
Emperour in perfon led on a Referve,and with Spear in Hand fo beftirred himfelf 
that his Example put new life into all his Souldiers, whereby he carried the day! 

D3 ~ Jhe Roftans fled to Doroftolus , very much leflened in their Numbers, and thither 
followed the Emperour after he had done his Devoirs to St. Georoe , on whofe 
Day this V idtory was obtained. 

45-. He fate down before the Town, but would make no attempt upon it, till 
which upon his Fleet arrived, becaufe the Defendants might eafily efcape by the River. In 
his Fk«i? tlle meantime Spkendofthlahus commits to late Cuftody in Fetters no fewer*than 
unifies hearts, twenty thoufand Bulgarians , left they Ihould revolt or make any difturbance in 
the Garrifon, and prepared fora Siege. The Fleet being arrived the Emperour 
buckled himfelf to his bufinefs, and the Enemy making feveral Sallies, he ftill 
repelled with good Succefs. Now the Roftans horfed feveral Companies contra¬ 
ry to their former Cuftome, and in an Evening when the Roman Soldiers were 
difperfed, at their Supper, made a very brisk Sally out of two feveral Gates, the 
one toward the Eaft, where Peter the chief Commander of the Camp lay with 
the Thracians and Macedonians , and the other to the Weft, which Poll was affigned 
to Bar das Sclerus , with the Eaftern Forces. A very fharp Conflict there was 
and the Succefs for fome time inclined to neither fide, but the Romans had the* 


.. r . betC( ; r atlaft, and killing many, forced the reft back into the City without fo 
skii7T)ifhei. ra ™ uch T f ° ne of . own , Men either killed or hurt as our Authours affirm ; onel v 
three Hones penihed in the Ingagement. The Barbarians much difeouraged at 
this repulfe, with great Howlings and hideous Cries, bewailed the Death of their 
Fellows lately flam, and for the greater fecurity of the place, fent for all their 
Countreymen that lay in the Garrifons round about. Zimifces hereupon drew 
out his Army into the adjoining plain, and offered them Battel, which they refu¬ 
ting he had time to give Audience to Mefiengers that came from Conftantia , and 
other Forts beyond the River Ifler, to beg pardon and yield themfelves 
whom he gratioufly received and fent Garrifons into the Places fo given up 
But the befieged, though they refufed a pitcht Battel, yet their Num^r being 
mcreafed iflued out m the Night at all their Gates at once, and furioufly al¬ 
lied the Befiegers when they little expeifted it. And at the firft, as was to be 
expected, they had the better, till Sphagellus was flain, which fo difeouraged 
them, that they remitted much of their former Alacrity. Yet they kept the 
field all the Night, and till Noon the next Day, when perceiving that a Party 
was fent to get betwixt them and home, they then began to Ihift for themfelves, 
and finding the ways leading to the Town befet, they ftragled through the Coun- 
trey, and many of them were flain. The Night following Sphendofthlabus , began 
1 ° ?t W £, Trer ! ch ^out th e walls, with which having more ftrongly forti- 
fyed the Place, he refolved to hold out till the laft. & J 

ftarve^them *°, failing and all ways by Land being blocked up, he took a- 

onr. long with him twothoufand Men, and in a dark and rainy Night palTed down 

the River m Boats, and fetched in Corn and other Necelfaries, without the leaft 
apprehenfion of the Befiegers, till at his Return he killed many of their Foragers 
and the reft efcaped with the News, which arrived not till he was got out of 
danger. At this the Emperour was very much difturb’d, and threatned theOffi* 
cers of the Fleet with death,if any fuch thing happened for the time to come ; for 
having fpent now forty Days to no purpofe in Hoftility, he was refolved to ftarve' 
them out and having taken care for flopping up of all Avenues, took his eafe 
and expe&ed the Event. In the mean time while he fought after new Conquefts, 

Anota. Re « “w * f ° rmerly '™ S , in S reat da "g er > *» Leo Curopalutee, and his 

m 2 , « no-way obliged by his Clemency, who had caufed their Eyes to 

home. be lpared, when tliey had been fentenced for their former Treafonsto loofe their 
fight again broke out mto Rebellion, and having corrupted many Officers in 
icveral I laces, left the Ifland, to which they were confined, and by Night came 
But fu'im cf r° ft c n \ in 0 l le ' where they ima s' ined the y could doe great matters, in the Ab- 

fedand t J le .a Emper ? Un B Uti W th e Drungarius of the Fleet, to whom with 2?*- 

ihed. jiuus the Redfour, the care of the Palace and City was committed, timely before 
rhey ccu.d get their Complices together, fent a Party of Souldiers to fecure 
them, or which having notice they betook themfelves to the great Churchy but 


were 
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were thence drawn out and fent into the Ifland Prota , where the former Judge¬ 
ment was now executed with effe<ft upon them. To return to the Siege, the 
Defendants were both forely pinched with Famine, .and diftrefled by Engines of 
the Enemy, with which among fo many flout and young Warriors, fome would 
ever be trying their skill, and attempting fomething. One John a Magiflerthe 
Son of Romams Curcuas with a Machine he had, did them moft miichief, fo 
that they refolved to make a Sally by fome of their ftouteft men, to break or 
difable it. Curcuas to refeue his Engine rulhed in amoiigft them, was knocked 
down from his Horfe and flain, but his Souldiers though they could not fave his 
Life yet preferved the Ram, and drove back the Roftans into the Town. 

The befieged 4 7. On the twentieth day of July, they refolved to make an universal Sally, by 
make an uni- t h e A dvice of one Jernor, a man who for his defert was the fecond in Repute a- 
verfai Sally. m ft them> A fi erce conteft there happened, till Anemas one of the Emperour’s 
Guard Angled out Jernor and flew him, at which fight in Confufion they retired. 

But retreat and many by reafon of the ftraitnefs of the Ways, were either killed by thePur- 
v.th great f uers> or trampled down by their own Fellows, Sphendofthlabus himfelf with ditfa- 
Lofs ‘ culty efcaping, When the Romans came to ftrip the flain, they found many Wo¬ 
men in Mens Clothes had accompanied their Husbands, and fought ftoutly. And 
courageous enough they were of both Sexes and all Conditions,but whatprofpeeft 
of any hope there was to fucceed, the moft prudent amongft them could not fee. 

For on all fides, were they furrounded with infuperable Difficulties. Of any re^ 
lief there was no probability, their Friends and Countreymen being fo far off. 

The Neighbouring Nations refufed to meddle, being awed by the Power of the 
Emperour; who by liis Fleet and Army being now Mafter both at Land and Sea, 

After which b arre d them cf all Accefs, while he and his Souldiers abounded, not onely with 
they confuit. all things ne ceflTary but delightfull, and was recruited with perpetual Supplies of 
Men. Great deliberation being had about their matters, fome were for flying a- 
way by Night, others moved that they Ihould yield, others propounded other 
ways and Methods, but all concluded that a Period was to be put to this War. 

But Sphendojlhlabus affirmed, this was not to be done in any cowardly manner, left 
they Ihould be derided by all their Neighbours, and Eternal Infamy Ihould flick 
to their Nation, and therefore he perfwaded them once more to try it with the 
Befiegers, and prefer a glorious Death before an ignominious Life. 

Refoiving to 48. LJnanitnoufly the next day they quit the City, and make faft the Gates 
leave the City t j 1£ J ^0 hopeof retreating thither might any more remain* Such a Fight follow- 
by Batcei.° Ut ed as is ufual with a refolved and defperate Enemy. The Romans left accuftomed to 
hardfliip were moft diftrefled by the heat of the Weather, whom their Empe¬ 
rour carefully relieved by bottles of Wine and Water mixed, and then caufed them 
thus refrelhed to renew the Fight. The narrownefs alfo of the ways ^vas a great 
hinderance to them, of which he being fenfible, commanded that his Officers 
ihould by degrees retire, and when they were come into the open plain, then to 
fall on again with their former violence. The Rojfians imagining they fled,made af¬ 
ter them with great earneftnefs,till the Romans being arrived at the appointed place, 
furioufly charged them a-frelh. Now the fervice being hot on both fides, Theodortu 
of Miftheia his Horfe was killed under him, and aiharp contention followed, while 
the Enemy endeavoured to kill,and his Friends laboured as hard to preferve him. He 
clearing himfelf of his Horfe as well as he could, cought one of the Roftans faftby 
the Girdle,and beftirring himfelf, thruft the Man on this fide and that fide of him, 
where he faw the danger was, and ufed him as a Target to receive the Strokes or 
Darts that were defigned aganft him,and this he did till he was refcued and brought 
off. But Zimifces feeing the Enemy fight rather more courageoufly than ever, the 
fuccels doubtfull, and pitying the dangerous condition his Men were in, to 
prevent greater effufion of bloud fent to Sphendofthlabus, and challenged him to 
defide the quarrel by the fingle Combat of them two. The Barbarian refufed it, 
proudly anfwering that he underftood himfelf better than did the Roman i Empe¬ 
rour, who if he was weary of his Life, might find ways enough to be rid of it, 
while he Ihould mind what he had to doe. The Emperour refoiving with all his 
force and dexterity, to drive the Affair in that manner, which alone remained and 
by this one days atftion, to finilh both this War, and Siege, fent Bar das Silerus 3 
with his Troops to hinder them all Accefs to the Town, Romanos the Patritian, 
the Son of Ccnftantihe Cafar , and Grandfon of Romanos the Elder, together with 
Peter, another great Commander in the Army, he ordered with their forces to 
give a frelh charge, which was fo warmly both given and received, that ftill the 
luccefs remained abfolutely uncertain : but Anemas lately mentioned. Son of the 

Ameras 
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in which 7 Ameras of Crete, with a blow given upon the fide on the Head, beat Sphendofthla- 
bus from his Horfe, and while he indeavoiired in Vain to kill him, by reafon of 
mounted and the ftrength of his Armour, was himfelf tut in pieces. At length the faint and 
overthrown ^rved Rojftans gave way to the flout and vigorous Romans , who put: them to 
' ‘ flight, and in the Purfuit through the Plains killed an innumerable Multitude of 
them, all the reft being alfo faid to be wounded. The Vigours not aferibingthe 
Victory all to themfelves, took notice that Heaven fought for them, by a Storm of 
Rain which blew fo violently upon the Faces of their Enemies, that they could 
not with their wonted Alacrity and Conduit manage the Fight. And much was 
afcribed to Theodoras the Martyr , on whofeday the Battel happened, whomfome 
faid they faw fighting at the Head of the Army. And the Emperours Faith was 
herein fo ftrong and operative, that he repaired a Church dedicated to him, and 
the Name of the Town wherein it flood he changed from Euchaneia, to Theo~ 
doropolis. 

49 - “ Now Spbendofihlabus having herein fatisfied himfelf, that he had done 
all things becoming a prudent Man, for the maintenance of his caufe and Coun- 
“ trey, and that nothing fucceeded, betook himfelf to the laft refuge, offending 
“ to the Emperour. But greater things he required, than one would judge to 
which obii- “ have been fuitable to his condition; as that on the pubiick Faith he might be re- 
{enVroThe 0 T ce * v T^ 3S a Fl ) enc} and -Ally of the Empire, that fafe Conduit lhould be granted 
Emperour. “ to him and his* Countreymen, to their own Homes, and that free Commerce 
“ ihould be eftablifhed betwixt the Nations. Thefe things he thought it pru- 
“ dence to ask, though not to Hand by them, but govern himfelf according 
“ to the humour and anfwer of Zimifces, who either weary of the War, or afraid 
of their CCCptS a ^ art ^ r t0 provoke a defperate Enemy, of whofe courage he had had fufficient 
Terms. “ experience, granted what he ask’d, excufing it with this old laying, that It was 
“ the Cuflome of Romans, to overcome more by kindnefs than force of Arms. The 
Accord being made, he defired to come to an interview and difcourfe with the Em¬ 
perour, which was alfo granted. It was covenanted that the Patzinaas lhould 
be comprized in the League, and for that purpofe the Emperour fhould fend to 
them, to fignifie that he would accept of them yas Friends and Allies, and to de¬ 
fire free paflage for the Roffi, through their Territories to their own Countrey. 
CSSS* The p ? tzimcte agreed to all except the free Paflage, but the Roffi in the cafe they 
pie inTri- " were in, mull needs put them to the Trial. Alter their departure Zimifces for- 
°mph. tified all the Towns and Caftles upon the River, and then returned to Confiantino- 
pie, where the Patriarch with his Clergy, the Senate and People received him 
with all expreflions of Joy imaginable. They met him with Crowns, and a 
Chariot drawn with four Horfes fplendidly furnilhed, in which they would have 
him enter in folemn Triumph. But he would not admit of any of this, but 
bore himfelf very modeftly entring upon a white Horfe, and putting into the Cha¬ 
riot the Veftments of the Bulgarian Princes, and over them the linage of our 
Lady, as the Protedlrels of the City, which he ordered fhould go before him 
Having in the Forum received the Acclamations of the Multitude, and finifhed his 
Devotions, in the fight of them all, he devefted Borifes of the Enfigns of Ma- 
jefty which were a Golden Crown, a Silken Veflment and Purple Shoes, and 
then going to the Great Church offered the Crown, and there left it. Which 
done, he promoted Borifes to the Dignity of a Magijler, and fb departed to 
the Palace. In the mean time Sphendojthlabus, in his Return, pafling through the 
Countrey of the Patzinaca fell into the Ambufhes, laid by them for him, and 
was cut off with all his men; they objecting it as a Crime, that he had entred 
into League with the Romans. 

So. But the Emperour farther to teflifie his Gratitude for his late Succefs, 
re-edified the Church which flood upon the Arch of Chalce, fparing no Coft in 
Where he re- the Workmanfhip. He eafed all his Subjects of the Smoke or Chimney-money, 
leaces his Sub- and gave order, that as well in the Golden Coins, as in the Obelus, the Image of 
Hearth°mo- our Saviour fhould be ftamped ( which formerly had not been done) with this 
ney. Infcription, Jefus Chrifi the King of Kings , and this was afterward obferved by 

his Succeflours. But to put him as well as other Mortals in mind, what Acci- 
a dreadfuii dents and Inconftancy threaten humane Life, in the Month of Auguft, and the 
< “° a met a P- third Indidtion appeared a Comet, which becaufe of its fhape of a Beard, they 

! ? were wont to call Pogoaia, and it continued till the Eighth Month of the fourth 

Inditftion, forelhewing as was afterward believed, the Death of the Emperour, 
and thofe Diftempers never to be cured, wherein the State by reafon of Civil 
Wars was thenceforth involved. After this, Zimifces undertook an expedition 
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Zimifces againft thole Cities which having been Conquered by Nicephori/s, had afterward 
revolted, and Travelling as far a sDaptaficus, feme by fair words, others by rough 
ZdZSZ deeds he recovered, and having fetled. all things according to his will, returned 
home. In his Journey as he palled by Anazarbahe, podandus, and other places, feeing 
there moft pleafant and fruitfull grounds, he asked to whom they belonged. It was 
anfwered tint they all belonged to Bafilius , the Prefident, who had obtained 
thepofleflionof them all, though part got by Nicephorus, other portions by this 
or that Domeftick of the Schools, and feme fhare by the Arms of Zimifces 
himfelf. Hereathe grew very fad, and perceivingthe pubiick had got little by 
the Acceflion of thofe Territories, broke out into this expreflion ; “ My Com- 
« panions, it’s a very odd thing that the pubiick Treafure mull be wafted, and 
“ the Roman Armies undergo fuch difficulties, and yet whatfoever has been gain- 
« ed by fo much labour and expence, muft beingroffed by one Eunuch. This 
But in his re. was not fo well meant as ill taken by Bafilius, from whom confidenng his. 
turn is Poifon- place, it could not be hid, and thenceforth he refolved by lome means or other 
edbythepro. tomake away the Emperour. This e’erlong he effe&ed by procuring Ills Cup- 
SJST*he bearer for feme reward in prefent, and more inpromife to give him Poifon, not 
Prefident. f uc h as lhould fpeediiy kill, but by degrees in a Languiilung manner dilpatch 
him, which carried him off yet e’er he reached Conflantinople , with the Symp¬ 
toms of Carbuncles upon his Shoulders, and avoidance of much Bloud by his 
Eyes, after he had Reigned fix years fix Months and fomething more.. An ex¬ 
cellent Prince, who is onely guilty upon Record, for the Murther of Iiis Prede- 
ceflbur ^however the Patriarch abfolved him) although as we may fee by fre¬ 
quent examples, fuch ambitious feeking after Sovereignty and Dominion, was 
fcarcely counted a Crime in thofe days. 

Bafilius and yi. Bafilius and Conftantine the Sons of Romanus, according to his own De- 
Conjiantine fignment, fucceeded him in the month of December , the fourth Indidlion, A. D. 
io. fucceed. DCCCCLXXVT. Now our Authours fpeak more probably of their Age than 
formerly, that the one was about twenty, and the other three years younger. 

They bore the Name, but all the Power ftill refided in Bafilius the Prefident, 
who prefently to ingratiate himfelf with them and their Mother, fent a Pinnace 
and fetcht her out of Banilhment. To provide againft the IJfurpations of o- 
thers, he had greateft caufe to fufpeift Bar das Solerus , who had already been 
guilty that way, and had narrowly efcaped the lofing of his eyes, but at pre¬ 
fent Commanded all the Forces of the Eaft, by which advantage he might eafily 
perfwade the Souldiers to any thing he pleafed. The Command of the .Eaft 
therefore he took from him, and gave him the Government of Mefopotamia , 
with orders to reftrain the Incurfions of the Saracens. In like manner he 
dealt with Michael Burtzas for the lame reafon ; and to draw him from the 
■ company and Neighbourhood of Bar das, made him Governour of Antioch upon 0 - 
rontes ; and the Command of all the Forces in the Eaft was given to one Peter, 
formerly the Servant of Phocas, an Eunuch, but a Man of much valour and expe¬ 
rience. Hereat Bar das was exceedingly inraged, foashe could not refrain himfelf, 
but fell into grievous invedtives and reproachfull words againft Bafilius , who for all 
that was not moved, but admonilhed himtoquiet himfelf,and fettle to the bufinefs 
enjoined, orelfe expetft to be deprived of all Command whatfoever, and confined to 
his Houfe. Hereupon he departed into his Province, and having broken his Defign 
Bardas Sole- to feme Officers of the Army, refolved to break into Rebellion, knowing all tne 
rus breaks out Souldiers to be at his Devotion. But his Son Romanus was at Constantinople, and 
therefore he durft not attempt any thing till he had got him thence, which he 
effected by the Induftry and Diflimulation of one Anthes, who coming to the 
City, fpake all bitter things againft him, and fo palling for his Enemy, had oppor¬ 
tunity to (teal away the VTouth. Then did he openly aflume the Title and Ha¬ 
bit, and was feluted Emperour by Ills whole Army, the Armenians herein giving 
example to the reft. . 

for maintaining what he had now done, and going through with ms En¬ 
ter prize, he feized upon all Colledtours of the pubiick Revenue he could, and 
conftrained them to pay it to his Officers. Such as were rich he forced to 1 
contribute, and many there were who in hope of receiving it back with good 
Advantage, voluntarily fent him in large fums of Moneys, all which he laid up 
for a Referve in a certain Caftle of Mejopotamii i, called Cbarpote, where he pla- 
joyning with ce ,j as ft ro ng a Garrifon as the concern required. With nis Neighbours the 

Saracens he coMraded Friendihip, which was ftrengthned by elofer Alliances and . Sanm , iE . 
wards c<jm- Marriage, by virtue of which he received from the two Ameras or Amtda met. 

Jlantinople. ° and 
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and * Mirtyropolis much money, befides three hundred Arabian Horfemen for 
iUjiply. Thus furniflied ui the beginning of Spring, and farther encouraged bv 
a Dream of a certain Monk, he fet forward for Conjlantinople, whither the Re- 
port flying difturbed both the Emperours and all men that were not delighted 
u ith change, and loved to filh in troubled waters. Orders are difpatched 
to Peter to have the Army in a readinefi, to Rendezvous at Cafarea , and Stephen 
byncellus the Bifliop of Nicomedia is fent to Barclay by his Eloquence, if Po f- 
hble, to perfwade him to defift. But all he could fay not in the leaft fhaked the 
Determination of the Ufurper, who to make a ihort Anfwer to his lonlf Ora- 
uon, dirult out his right Foot, and Ihewing him his Purple fhoe, told him, 
that He .that had once worn that colour abroad, and in the fight of People 
„ could not be eafily induced to put it off, and bid him tell thofe that 
,, , nt iura > that if they would not freely admit him forEmperour, he would cn- 
tleavour to eftablilli himfelf as fucli whether they would or no. This An¬ 
swer returned, command was fent to Peter, that he Ihould not begin the War 
but watch and obferve Bardas, fecure the Paflages, and make refiftence if At- 
tacqucd. Accordingly he Hopped up the ways, and after fomc bickerings of 
, , . they came to Encamp one againft the other. Bardas now.ihew- 

cd himfelf backward to, Fight, till fome convinced him that he injured himfelf 
by delays, which would moll certainly bring him into contempt, and caufe his 
mends to fall off from him. 

Convinced by this Reafon he diflodged, and in the fpace of three days 
inarched into Lapara called afterwards Lycandus, a Part of Cappadocia ; and 
Jeter, leff lie Ihould be prevented, followed after,night and day, and thither 
-Mm,.:, the c f mc up , cl I ofc to , him - Yet neither of them had any mind to Fight, but en- 
limperoar’s deayoured_ by wiles to circumvent each other, in which craft, Bardas was fu- 
t r JZeC ri ' VCn ° m aftCr J hls „ m r an n ner - He caufedmeat to be prepared as if all the Ar- 
overcomes m v- V \ as to Refrefliment, but yet commanded every Man to be ready 
them. to fight. This perceived by the Enemies they alfo fell to Eating, as conclu- 
tung that for that day they might take their eafe, and there would not be any 
engagement. In this pofture he fell upon them, and though they flew to their 
Arms and made flout refiftence yet perceiving they Ihould be compafled about 
by Ins two Wings, and the Mercenaries he had ordered to fall on their Backs, 
they ran away, and with the firft Burtzas theGovernour of Antioch, whether for 
lear or out of defign is uncertain. Many were killed, and Bardas took their Bag¬ 
gage wherein was much treafure found. Thence he removed, and took in a Ci¬ 
ty called Tfamaudus, and by this fuccefs got fuch reputation that many came over 
to lum, and took his part, as Burtzas we now mentioned, Andronkus a Patritian, 
lydus an Officer in the Army, and the inhabitants of Attala laid hands on 
Michael Curt teas ,the Commander of the Emperours Fleet, which they 
carried all to Bardas, and from him received orders under his command, to 
make War againft the Cibyrraota. Tliefe things being reported at Court, 
n was there refolved, that fome of the Emperours Friends ihould be in- 
itTS* !| t - 1 T abr ° Ute -° r “Hperial power to give, grant and ad whatfoever he 

^ fc appoin- j!° U ‘ d b i nk n C ^nvementforthe fuppreflion of this Ufurper. Againft him then 
Tet ' t0 .f«P- Dittator (as we may Term him) Leo the Protovejliarius and one 

1 s ' a ^ tntiai ?. a very eloquent and eminent man was fent with him as an aflif- 

tent or Council lour. Joynmg with Peter at Cotyacius a place of Phrygia he firft 
efiayed fecretly by great promifcs to draw the moft confiderable Perfons from 
Bardas, but all liis Art this way was fo far from doing any good, that it confir- 
way t lem m 311 ° pimon ofhis weaknefsand of his Inability to proceed any other 

Sy Finding- this projed to fail him, by the nighttime he gave Bardas the 
^o-oy and held on his courfe toward the Eaft, which marvelloufly perplexed 
thole about the Ufurper, both in that they feared their Treafure, and dfo were 

SIinn°r S f ° r t l ? U * Rda , tl0 T 5 eft 1 behind them in thofe parts. And this confide- 
fo wrou S ht with them, that many departed and fled to Leo-, Bardas his 
aflans were bought into that pofture, that lie had juft caufe to fear that all 
IiisForceswouId ipeedily fall away and difperfe themfelves. There was no way 

couM f tn,'Imp ne i \ t0 icn( j £u ^ s ar ; d Ronanus Taronita a Patritian, two that he 
could tiuft to flop the courle of Leo, by continual Allarms, fudden on-fers and 
intercepting his I rovifions, yet fo as to befure not to venture a fet Battel. But 
tuey were forced to break their orders. For New s was brought that betwixt the 
t\\ o Armies were fhortly to pafs feme Saracens who were carrying the Annual 

Tribute, 
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Tribute, due from theEaftem Berrcea to Conflantimple, which would fall as a 
certain Prize to thofe that could compafs it, arid therefore theSouldiers were not 
to be reftrained. It occafion’d an Ingagement, wherein Burtzas was beaten, and 
many of his Men were flain, efpecially the Armenians, to whom no Quarter 
would be given, becaufe they firft revolted to Bardas. He having notice how 
matters went, halted with the Body of his Army, and incamped, as convenient¬ 
ly as he could againft Leo, expecting a fit opportunity to ingage, But Leo was 
wary and drew out the time in length, which he was incouraged to doe, finding 
that his ftrength increafed by the daily coming over of feme or other to him. 

And the opinion of the Elder and Wifer about him was, that by delay lie fliould 
ftill manage his Matters ; but thofe of the younger and hotter fort were all for 
fighting, and as we are apt to yield to the worft, he fullered himfelf to be over¬ 
ruled, and to give Battel. Bardas divided his Forces into three Parts, whereof he 
But in a Bat- himfelf led the middle Battel, to his Brother Conftantine he afiigned the right, and 
I?rown OOVer ' to Conflantine the Son of Galras the left Wing. They had not long mgaged when 
Led s Souldiers, not able to fuftain the violence of his Horfe, placed at each Wing, 
save ground and occafion to a total Defeat, which immediately followed. John 
the Patritian was killed, and Peter the Matter of the Camp, with many other per¬ 
fons of great Quality. Leo, with feveral other men of Office and Dignity was 
taken Prifoner. He was committed to Cuftody; but the Eyes of Theodoras and 
Nicetas Hagiozacharitoe, two Brothers, at the Head of the Army were digged out, 
becaufe they had broken their Oaths and fallen oft to Leg. 

rr This Vi&ory fo exceedingly advanced the Intereft of Bardas, that the 
whole Empire feemed now at his Devotion. But Bafilius the Prefident, was all 
this while very intent upon his bufinefs, and though he negle&ed no means for 
increafing the Land Forces, yet his efpecial care was for fettingout a ftrong Fleet ; 
for Michael Curtkes the General of Bardas , had wafted almoft all the Iflands, 
and was fhortly expe&ed at Abydus in the Hettefpont , which muft needs caufe Con- 
ftantinople it felf to tremble. Having made all preparations the time would give him 
leave he fent out the Navy under Command of Theodoras Carentenus , a Patri¬ 
tian who finding out Curtices at Phoceea, fought with and defeated him, by 
S e of ihe u-‘ which means the Seas were all cleared. Then Baftlius applying himfelf wholly to 
fur P er*s force, the War by Land, fent away Manuel Eroticus to command the City of Nice, the 
Metropolis of Bithynia, againft which in a fhort time after Bardas fliewed himfelf 
and fell upon it with all violence. But not able to Mafter it, fo vigorous and fuc- 
cefsfull was the refiftence which Manuel made, he refolved to ftarve him out, and 
from his hands forced him to betake himfelf to his Wits, fo much were rhe lnha- 
Butby Land bitants prefled with want. He caufed the Granaries therefore of the City to be 
citv b of N;i he filled with Sand, and Corn to be ftrowed fo thick upon it, that the Sand could 
not be difeovered by the Eye. Then did he ihew to fome Prffbners he had the 
faidGranaries, and bragged how able he was by that means to. hold out; but 
withall fignified, that if he and thofe with him might have leave honourably to 
depart he would quit the place. This was not unwelcome News to Bardas, 
who upon report of the full Granaries, granted them fuch Conditions as they de- 
fired and fo with Bag and Baggage they marched put, and went to Conjlantino - 
pie. ’ Thus Bardas became Matter of Nice, but in fuch a way, and By fuch means, 
as he was alhamed to own. However, he. put a ftrong Garrilon into the 
Town, under Command of one Pegafius, and then attended his other Af- 

5 6 . Bafilius the Prefident perceiving his matters now defperate, Bardas being 
fhortly expected at Conjlantinople, betook himfelf to Bis laft refuge in making ule 
Which caufes of a p er fo nto which Neceflity alone could oblige him. This was Bardas Phocas 
w be recalled whom for this purpofe he fpeedily recalled out of Exile, and judging him the 
and made Ge- onely Perfon he could oppofe to his Namefake, received of him an Oath of Fide- 
ncraL litytothe Emperours, and conferring on him the Dignity oi z Magifter, made 

liimDomeftick of the Schools, and committed the War to his management. Pho¬ 
cas having received Power and Inftru&ions, indeavoured to pafs over to Abydus • 
but finding Romaitus the Son of Sclerus to command the HeUefpont, returned to 
Conjlantinople, and there light of a Veflel which wafted him over to the oppofite 
Shore, whence travelling by Night, he came to Cafarea , and there joining him¬ 
felf with Eujlathius Maleinus and Michael Bartzas , who had again turned to the 
Emperour’s fide, and gathering what Forces he could together, went on to Amo- 
rium. Sclerus having notice of his Arrival, now concluded, that he was to deal 
with his Match, not with Eunuchs and Effeminate Perfons, and to Amorium he 

G g g marched, 
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t _ marched, where coming to an tngagement, the Forces of Phocas being difheartned 
Sifted by 1 * by the Defeats they had lately received, lailed of Courage andofSuccefs, and were 
Sclcrus. driven out of the Field, yet fo as the Retreat was very fair and leifurely, Phocas 
himfeif bringing up the Rere and facing about and charging the Purfuers as he had 
advantage. He got away to the Caftle of Charfianus, arid there refrelhed his men, 
and received many that came to him upon the Emperour’s Account* whom he 
promoted according to their Qualifications. Sclerus was riot long behind him, but 
coming and incamping not far off provoked him to fight, who as readily confen- 
ting, they joined Battel again, wherein Phocas had the worft, not being able to 
make his men Hand their ground, though with his Poll-axe in his Hand he rode about 
to the feveral Ranks, and killed many of the Enemies, difcharging all Offices 
both of an expert Commander and valiant Souldier. 

57. After this Defeat he went into Iberia, where he defired and obtained a fup- 
ply from David the Prince of that Countrey, with whom he had contracted a 
particular Friendlhip when formerly he commanded Chaldia. Joyning thefe For¬ 
ces with the remainders of his own, which he had rallied, he marched to Pane aka, 
a large Plain lying upon the River Halys , to leek out his Enemy, who there lay 
incamped. Another bloudy Contention followed, wherein Phocas perceiving bis 
men again to give ground refolved to indure no longer the ignominy of being 

But in the beaten, but efpying Sclerus, ran violently at him with purpofe to kill or be killed, 
ment obtahu* ® ut Sderus was aware of him that he fetch’d the firft ftroke, lome fay with his 
the Victory. Poll-axe, and others with his Sword, which miffing him, cut oflf one of the Ears 
of his Horfe, and his Bridle in funder. Phocas his hand was more Heady, who 
gave the other fuch a blow upon his Helmet as ftruck him down upon the Neck 
of his Horfe, which done he galloped up to an Hill and reftrained the flight of his 
Souldiers. Sclerus dazled with the ftroke, and fainting, was by Ills Followers 
carried to a Fountain to have his wound cleanfed, who concluded that Phocas and 
his Caufe were both now loft, and therefore were the more carelefs. Not taking heed 
to their Mafter’s HOrfe when they had taken him off, he got ioofe and with his 
Main all bloudy ran amongft the Souldiers, who thereupon concluding that the 
Rider their General was flain, inftead of purluing, ran away themfelves, and that 
with fuch fear and hafte, that fome tumbled down Precipices, and others took 
the River and therein were drowned, while Phocas to his great amazement behdld- 
ing what happened and looking upon it as an extraordinary mercy from Heaven, 
took the Advantage offered him of giving the Chace and obtaining an unexpected 
Vidtory. Sclerus with a few efcaped and got to Martyropolis, whence he fent his 
Brother Confianttne to Chofroes the Prince of Babylon , to defire his Friendlhip and 
Affiftence. Chofroes making delay, and neither granting his Requeft nor returning 
a denial, when his Brother came not back with any anfwer, he himfeif went thi¬ 
ther with all his men. The Emperour Bafilius being informed by Phocas of his late 
Sderus flying fuccefs, and how Sclerus was gone to Babylon , fent an Ambaffadour to Chofroes 
to Babylon, the Amermumnes , defiring him to confider, as he was a Prince, of what ill example 
and confequence it might prove to harbour and protect Rebels, and Letters were 
written alio to Sclerus and thofe about him, offering them free pardon for what was 
paft, if they would return to obedience, and every man to his own Home, which 
when Chofroes underftood, not thinking himfeif fairiy dealt with, he committed 
Is there com- both the Ambafladour and Sclerus to Cuftody. Such of his Party as did not ac- 
cuftody ,m ° com P an y Sclerus to Babylon , feized upon one or two ftrong Caftles in the Province 
of Thrace , whence for fome confiderable time they made excurfions into the 
neighbouring Territories, and did much mifehief, tiU by Nicephorus Parfacutims 
a Patritian, upon promife of Indemnity from the Emperour, they were perfwa- 
ded to defift, and were brought in. 

58. Such was the Iflue hitherto of the Rebellion of Bardas Sclerus; how mat¬ 
ters went in the mean time in the Weftern Parts of the Empire, we muft now dif- 
cover. The Bulgarians , notwithstanding all the pains of Zimifces , in that Coun¬ 
trey continued no longer in obedience than he in life. Not long after his Death, 

. relolving to be governed by thofe of their own bloud, they committed the fu- 
J«/invade the P reme Power to lour Brothers, David, Mofes, Aaron and Samuel, called cornmon- 
Wcitem pans iy Cometopoli , becaufe they were the Sons of an eminent Count amongft them. 

( i>f the Empire. p or G f the ftock of Peter none was left whom they could prefer. His two Sons 
Borifes and Romanus, that were, as we faid, brought to Conftantinople , had thence 
upon the death of Zimifces made their efcape back into Bulgaria. But Borifes paf- 
fing through a Wood in a Roman Habit, was killed by a certain. Bulgarian, who 
took him for one of that Nation: Romanus indeed was alive, and returned fome 

time 
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time after to Ccnflantinople , but he was an Eunuch, having been gelt by Jofeph, • 
that eminent Bedchamber man, formerly mentioned. Now of aft thefe four Bro¬ 
thers David died prefently after. Mofes in the Siege of a place called Seme was 
killed by a blow given with a Stone, and Aaron being fufp^fted to favour the Ro -. 
mans, was by Samuel murthered with all his Children, one Blackofihlabus excepted, 
called alfo John, who was preferved by Kadomer (otherwife alfo named Romanus) 
the Son of Samuel. This Samuel was a man of a reftlefs difpofition, a very good 
Souldier, and while the Empire was fufficiently intangled with the War againft 
Sclerus , plagued all the Weft with his Incurfions, not onely Thrace and Macedonia, .. 
with the Parts near to Thefalonica, but Thejfaly alfo, Greece, and Telopomefus, 
and took many ftrong Holds, the chief whereof was Larijfa, the Inhabitants of 
which with their whole Families he tranfported into Bulgaria, inrolled them a- 
mongft his Souldiers, and ufed them againft the Romans. 

59. Matters thus Handing with the Bulgarians, the Emperour Bafilius, as foon 
as the bufinefs with Sclerus was over, began to reflect upon his own Power, and 
refolved now he was of years Efficient to undertake the War againft them upon 
his own ifeore, to fhew he was in a condition to be out of Pupillage. Without ac¬ 
quainting Phocas, though the Domeftick of the Schools, or any other of the Cap- 
tlpon which tains of the Eaft, he invaded Bulgaria, through the Countries, lying near Rhodop- 
Bajllius the tes anc j the River Eurus, leaving Leo Melijfenus behind him to fecure the Straits, 

HSES- whilft he coming about by the difficult Paffages and Woods, lying near to Tria- 
g ditza, or as it was in old time called Sardica, came into a place known by the 

Name of Stoponum, refolvingto lay Siege immediately to Sardica, being the more 
incouraged fo to doe becaufe Samuel was reported, out of fear, to keep himfeif m 
the mountainous Parts of the Countrey, not daring to come down, but when he 
faw he had an Advantage by Strategeme or Ambulh to effeCt fomething confide¬ 
rable. But while he prepared for this Siege, Stephen the Domeftick of the Schools 
of the Weft, for the fmallnefs of his Stature called Contoftephanus, but a very- 
great Enemy to Leo Melijfenus, came to him by Night, and with moft vehement 
words perfwaded him to let all other Confiderations afide, and return with fpeed 
to Conftantinople, becaufe Melijfenus had a Defign to Ufurp, and for that purpofe 
was halting toward the City,* The Emperour eafily frighted with fuch a Story 
R . .. gave orders for the Army to march, and then Samuel feeing his time, fell upon 

mn ioofe! hts them as a flying Enemy, and put them, to flight indeed, taking all their Baggage, 

Baggage,f §c. and therein the Emperour s Enfigns of Majefty, who with much adoe got through 
the Straits, and efcaped to Pbilippopolis. There he found Leo at his Station in¬ 
tending diligently what had been injoyn’d him, whereupon fenfible how they had 
both been abufed, he reviled Contoftephanus as a Lyar and Authour of io great In¬ 
famy as this ridiculous Expedition muft needs procure, and Stephen demeaning 
himfeif very arrogantly, and irideavouring to defend what he had done, he leap’d 
from his Seat, and catching faft hold of him by his Locks and. Beard pulled him 
down to the ground. . , , , 

A greatlarth- 60. A great Earthquake happened after this in the. Month of October and the 
quake. twelfth year of the Emperour Bafilius, and Conflantine , of whom we hear little 
or nothing, being wholly given up to Idlenefs and Pleafure, and willingly leaving 
all to the management of his Brother, who now calling off his former NegleCt, 
took matters into his own Hands, and ferioufly applied himfeif to bufinels. By 
the Earthquake were not onely many Churches and private Buildings overturned, 
but alfo part of the Globe of the Great Church, which he magnificently repaired 
with fo great expence, that the very Scaffolding Hood him in ten Centenaries of 
Gold. But his late Expeditionrinto Bulgaria had that operation upon feveral of 
the Nobility, elpecially Bardas Phocas , that thinking themfelves exceedingly neg¬ 
lected in that he would not confult with them, and thence taking a mealure of 
what they muft expeCt from him in time to come. Some two Months before 
the Earthquake in the Month of Odoler, meeting at the Houfe of Eufiathius Ma* 

Bardits phocas lenius, who had been ignominioufly difnrifled the Service, at Charfianum theypro- 
faiuted Empe- the fai d ph ocas Emperour, giving him a Diadem, and invefflng him with 

the other Imperial Ornaments. At the fome time word was brought that Sclerus 
(whom Baronius ftrangely makes the fame with Phocas, writing xhaz Sclerus Bar¬ 
das firnamed Phocas, was this year Proclaimed and Crowned Emperour J wa sSHpJad tel 
coming out of Syria being delivered out of his Prifon at Babylon upon this occafion.^^.^ 

: . .. . kjeente beUd 
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The Perfuns The Nation of th,e Perfians being fubdued and inflaved by the Saracens,endmed the 
”fkoffthe° Yoke with much Relu&ancy and Repining, and the mod Noble and Potent of 
Yoke of ^ them were watching but for a fit opportunity to fliake it off Of thefe one Inar- 
SurKen. g US more concerned himfelf than all others, being of a great Family, very Elo¬ 
quent, and a Complete Souldier, who obferving Chofroes very imprudently and 
negligently to manage his Affairs, refolved not to let flip fuch an Advantage, but 
drew to revolt all the Acheemonida or Achsemenida, a Part of Perfia, and hired AchranenU 
twenty thoufand of the Eaftern Turks (To they term them, as the Hunni or Huh- pars Perfidis 
garians the Weftern) and then openly makes War, killing all the Saracens where- ^, Ac ^ men r e 
loever he could light on them. Chofroes often in Perfon, and as often by his Of- dmafmait 
ficers ingaged with him in Fight, but Hill came off with lofs, which ftruck fuch Stephanus. a- 
tevrour into his Souldiers, that they could not endure to hear a Perfian named. 

This made him tliink of his Romans now in durance, and to confider, that were p^-firZnfno. 
not Sclerus a man very confiderable, afwell for skill in War and Courage as other men 
Matters, he could never have waged war with the Emperour, nor brought him to 
fuch Straits as he did, nor would fo many Noblemen have fided with him, and pnmsfmat. 
given him the Title. Communicating his thoughts with his Council, he delivered 
him out of Prifon, and after much Carelfing of him, defired that he would under¬ 
take the War againft the Perfians. 

61. Sclerus at firft pretended an Averfeneft, affirming that He and his Fellows 
being kept fo long in Prifon, were thereby rendred unfit for Employment of that 
ilpon which Nature. But Chofroes promifing him ample recompence for the Injury that had 
been done him, with much Treafure and great Force for carrying on the War, 

STre kt out he undertook it, yet fo as he would not meddle with the Arabians, Saracens or o- 
of Prifon. ther Subjects of Chofroes , but defired that the Prifons of Syria might be opened, 

and all Roman Captives fet at Liberty, with whom and no other Army he would 
doe his work. By this means, getting together about three thoufand Men, he 
caufed them by bathing and other ways to recover their former ftrength, and 
new clothing and arming them, led them againft the Perfians , whom by a manner 
of fighting unufual to them, and efpecialiy by the Violence and Courage of his 
who ingage Souldiers he totally defeated, fo that fcarcely remained any to carry away the 
and defeat the News, and Inargus himfelf fell in the Croud, the Romans inriched with 

Perfians. g reat booty, and many Horfes would by no means return to Chofroes , but ta¬ 
king the Rode that led into the Territories of the Empire, by great Journeys 
without the Knowledge of the Saracens , they efcaped thither. Thus feme re¬ 
ported. Others affirmed that they went back to Chofroes , were courteoufly re¬ 
ceived by him, and that dying not long after he gave Order to his Son to con- 

And return du<a them with Honour and Safety, into their own Countrey. And a third ftory 
into the Ern- there was, they getting away without his Knowledge, he fent after them a great 
P‘ te - Multitude to bring them back, with which they fought, and reducing them to a 
fmaller Number than themfelves, fuch flaughter they made, then without any 
oppofition profecuted their Journey. 

6 %. However it was, Sclerus with his Followers got fafeinto the Territories of 
the Empire, where underftanding how Bar das Phocas had alfo aflumed the Title, 
he found himfelf much at a Lofs what to doe. To make himfelf foie Em¬ 
perour, he was not fufficiently provided,* and to join himfelf either to Bafilius or 
the other he efteemed a mean thing, and below him, and fhould he take the 
Part of one and make the other his Enemy, it might prove a matter of great dan¬ 
ger, therefore he refolved to give words to both, and fo ingratiate himfelf with 
cajoiiing pho- the one, that he fhould not difoblige the other. To Phocas he fent and offered to 
dinghisSon fupprefs Bafilius, aqdfhare the Empire with him, but fecretly at the fame time 
to Bafilius the lie caufed his Son Romanus to go to the Emperour at Constantinople , under pretence' 

Emperour. G f run ningaway and revolting, with this Dcfign, that if Phocas got the better, 
the Father Jfeould intercede for and bring off his Son, and if Bafilius overcame, 
his Son fhould make the Father’s Peace. Romanus was kindly received, preferred 
to the Dignity of a became a great Favourite and a Councillour to Bafilius 

in his Wars, who had now taken all matters out of the Hands of Bafilius the 
Prefi'dent, and; fearful! that fqr his fo doing, he might as he had done to others 
pra&ife fometfeing agaiuft him, had removed him from Court to his own Hoiffe. 

There perceiving that fee was very unfatisfied, and turbulent, and was hatching 
fome D'efign for recovery of his Power, he banifhed him, and feized upon molt 
of his, valt Eftate bothTo inriefe himfelf. and hinder him from attempting any 
new matters. The Monaftery lately built by him, he rifled, and feized on all 
hi? Curiofities, which fo afflicted the_dd Man, that he pin’d away and died/ 

Bafilius 
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Bafilius being rid of him, and wanting fome to affift and advife him, the more 
welcomcly received Romanus , knowing him to be both a prudent Man, and an 
excellent Souldier. ...... 

Sclerus and 63. In the mean time an Agreement was made between Sclerus and Phocas, on 
fn Agreed tern * s > that their Defigns fucceeding, Sclerus fhould for his lhare have Anti? 

meat. " och, Phoenicia, Talefiine , Coelofyria , Mefopotamia and Egypt; and Phocas obtain 
Constantinople , with the reft of the Provinces. This was confirmed by oath on 
both fides, and Sclerus joined himfelf with Phocas in Cappadocia, for the better 
But when joy- carrying on of the War. But Phocas watching his Advantage, fpoiled him of the 
ned phocas Imperial Enfigns>and then committed him to Cuftody,which done he prevailed with 

Scolnmits llis Souldiers to fight under him, and now feeming to himfelf to have fufficiently 
him to cufto- provided for his Intereft, fent one Calocyrus Delphinus a Patritian, with part of 
p P“ ttin s in his Army to Cbryfopolis, over againft Constantinople , on the lhore of Afia, and 
or e w o e. w | t k t j le re fl. Q f t jj e p orces } ie himfelf removed to Abydus , by this means to block 
up Constantinople . Bafilius by this time had received fome Succours from the 
Rofians,to the Prince of whom, Blcedimere , he had married his Sifter Anne, With 
thefe Rofians by Night having wafted over, he fell unexpectedly upon Delphinus , 
eafily overpowred and took him Prifoner, whom he earned inftandy to be nailed 
to a Poffeand having animadverted as he thought fit upon the reft, that he there 
took, then returned to Constantinople. In the mean while Phocas, with might and 
main endeavoured to get into Abydus, but the Inhabitants made ftout reliftence, 
being incouraged by Cyriacus the Drungarius of the Fleet, who was fent thither 
for that purpofe. But prcfently ConSlantine the Emperour pafled over, and was 
foon followed by his Brother Bafilius , whom Phocas with part of his Forces fpee- 
dily encountred, leaving the reft to continue the Siege of Abydus. Before the 
Armies joined doubtful 1 of the Event, and perceiving Bafilius to ride up and 
down, to view the Troops, give directions and animate his Men, he refolved to 
Angle him out and kill him, by which A& feeming not at all difficult, their years 
and experience confidered, he Ihould put an end to the Quarrel, and fecure the 
Empire to himfelf. Accordingly with all his Force he made towards him, but 
flopped in his Carreire, before he came near to the Emperour. Some reported 
his Horfe threw him: the Emperour ConSlantine gave out that he fell by his 
Hand, but the general and moft received opinion was that making toward an 
Hill near at hand, finding himfelf furprized he laid him down and died of Poifon, 

But« poyfo- which by procurement of Bafilius, one Simeon a Servant whom he moll; trufted 
cu d rement°"of k ad S iven him > although it was alfo given out, that in his Paflage from the Hand 
Bafilius. of fome Enemy he received a mortal wound. At firft it was onely imagined 
that he there refte&himfelf, but when he was found to be dead, and the Ru¬ 
mour was thereof fpread into the Army, his Men then fled in diforder, and the 
Emperour’s giving the Chace obtained a Victory at a very eafie rate. Amongfl. 
the Prifoners were Leo , and Theognoftus Melifeni, Theodofius Mefanyllus and ma¬ 
ny others whom Bafilius led in Triumph, being fet upon Afles. Onely Leo Me- 
lifenus he exempted from this Ignominy, becaufe when the Armies were preparing 
for Battel, he rebuked with Tears his Brother Theognojtus for reviling the Empe- 
rours, and beat him when he would not ceafe his contumelious Language. 

64. Bafilius finding himfelf now Emperour indeed, upon the removal of fuch 
a Competitour, with his Fortune quite changed his Humour, fcarcely thinking or 
Who in cfTe& doing what he had been accuftomed to before. Confidering what folicitude and 
is foie Em- p a j ns his place required, he quitted all his former pleafures, left off all his brave 
V Cmftantinc apparel, renounced his wonted Intemperance both as to Wine and Women, and 
indulging applied his mind wholly to the Art and PraCtice of Government, wherein he 
andpkafure fe not h^g to his Brother but the mere Name and Luftre, affigning him a Guard, 
but that very fmall, and not anfwering the Dignity, which he did not at all 
take in evil Part, contenting himfelf with his Freedom and Eafe, and prizing his 
Hunting and Converfation with his Friends, above whatever Domination and 
troublelome Command could afford. Buf Phocas being dead in the Month of 
April, the feccnd Indkftion, and the fourteenth year of Bajilius and ConSlantine , 
ScIe /. u f iS fct Sclerus was thereupon fet at Liberty, by fuch as kept feim in theCaftle of Tyro- 
at 1 rty ‘ pceum , and continued in the fame mind of afluming the Title as formerly. Bafi¬ 
lius laboured to take him off, expoftulating with him for imbroylingthe Empire, 
and being the caufe of fo much Bloud-lhed contrary to his Chriftian Profeffion * 

But by Agree- and herewith he was fo much moved, or rather by confideration of his great 
nient with Ba- Age, and the little means he had to compafe his ends, that having received fecu- 
pmenfionj/* rity for his Indemnity, and the Dignity of Curopalates, he made an Agreement, - 
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and was content to lay down his Pretenfions. When the Emperour faw him led 
to him by two that fupported him, for by reafon of his Age and Corpulency he 
could not walk, or as fome gave out in his way to him he had loft Ins light, lie 
fmiled to think in how great fear he,had flood of fuch a Man, and perceiving that 
he ftill wore his Purple Shoes, which he had forgot to put off, having deveftccl 
himfelf of all other marks of Majefty,he refufed to admit him to Difcourfc. He then 
put off' the Shoes before the Door and approaching the Emperour’s Seat, Bafilius 
rofc up to him, and taking him by the Hand caufed him to eat and drink with 
And is kindly him. According to the Agreement he was made Curator ot the Palace, and fuch 
received. of his Followers as had under him enjojed any Places or Eftates, were permitted 
to enjoy their Eftates and to keep their Places, or elfewhere preferred to others ot 

iikevdue. ^ freed noW f rom a \\ Ufurpations and trouble of Civil Wars, 

ktniiu,rev e n. tonfuited how to be revenged on Samuel the Regulus of Bulgaria, and others who 
geSmfe'ffor during thofe Rebellions had taken the Advantage to mfeft the Borders of the Em- 
the incurfioni pj re jje mac | e a Progrefs into Thrace and Macedonia, and going to Theftalomca, 
bours during" there left a ftrong Party under Command of Gregorius Taronitas , to reprefs theln- 
thefe Civil curfions of Samel , and returning to Conftanttnople Ihortly , , r , 

after took another Journey into I&eria. David the Curcfa- 

lates or petty Prince of that Countrey being lately dead, g U i 0S ijios, w bene innuit xy Under, feu 
had made him his Heir, he therefore took pofleffion of his Region,mi Romanis Vidnarum Donums 
Inheritance, and forcing George the Brother of David to be f^aaeft Subfiberi,<e CuropataumeZ 
content with the Inner Iberia , received his Son tor an' Hoi- tio. 
tage, and then took his way for Phoenicia, where the feve- 
ral Atneras of Tripolis , Damafcus , Tyre and Beritas , had, during the Ufurpation 
and Wars of Sclerus, made a League amongft themfelves and fet upon Antioch, the 
Governour of which Damianus a Patritian they had llain in fight. But he now 
frighted them into a Compliance, forced them to fubmit themlelves, and having 
received Hoftages for their dutifull demeanour for the time to come, returned back 
to Conftantinople. As he palled through Cappadocia ,, the Magifter, Euftachius Mele- 
nius entertained him with his whole Army, with which kindnefs he pretended he 
was much pleafed, but inwardly diflatisfied that a Subject fhould be pofieffed of 
fuch an Eftate, to the endangering of the Government, which was fo often iha- 
ken, through the too great Wealth and Power of the Nobility; under fliew of 
kindnefs he carried him with him to Conftantinople , where he took care he fhould 
live very plentifully, but never would permit him to return home; and after his 
t ,, . death feized on all his Eftate. To prevent the Mifchicfs thence arifing by a Law, 

decree* Aat* he ordained, that the Great men Ihould not increafe thei«»ofleffions or Lands, 

Noblemen which (faith Cedrenus) had been formerly enacted by his Grandfather Conftantine, 

«eafeiheiV”"*md Romanus (the Elder) bis F ather-in-Law. 

Pofleilions or 66. The Conftitution of Romanus the Elder, here mentioned, is yet extant and 
Land*. publiihed by Bonefidius, in the firft: Book of thofe three, which he fet forth con- pag.24. 

cerning the Oriental Law, bearing the name of a Novel. “It x „ , r „ „ , 

“ prohibits any of the confpicuous Magifiri, or Patritians, ST^X-' 

“ any in command or power, any Honoured with princi- eMrtwMctfaay, »**]e/xivy,&c. 

“ pal Dignities, whether employed in Functions, Civil or 

“ Military, Magiftrates, chofen or fubftituted, any Metro- . 

“ politans or ArchbMhops, Prefcds or thofe that had the 
“ overfight of Religious Houfes, or any other preferred to 
“ any lccular Honour, by purchafe gift: or any other 
“ means, to get into their Hands, or come to the pofleffion of any Territories or 
“ Lands. If any fuch ihould prefume fo to doe, after the publilhing of this pre- 
“ fent Conftitution, it ordains that without Reftitution of their Money, they be 
“ put out of Pofleffion, artd loofe all their Labour and Charges, they had been 
“ at both in getting and bettering what they had fo obtained. Befides this 
« they Ihall forfeit the value of the Lands to the Emperour if they be the more 
“ eminent and Illuftrious Perfons ; and if meaner condition, they ihall be forced 
“ from them without any the leaft fatisfa&ion made, and farther punilhed as 
The reafon of« they fhall deferve. The reafon of the making and Re-inforcing of this Law is, 
that Law. as we may very well obferve from the courfe of this Hiftory, to be fetched from 

thofe frequent Ufurpations, of the great ones, to which they were inabled by 
their great Revenues and Pofleflions, which both afforded them Treafure, and 
many Dependants out of their Tenants and Vaflals. Hence do we reade of one Do- 
meftick of the Schools, able with his own Retainers to Wage War with feveral 

Amerai 
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■—- Amera . of the Saraceds. and we Tranflate the word Territories, as well as Lands *»«■'«. 

orGrounds. Forfuch were intirely poireffedbyS^the t ? 5 '£feofUs’ Life' 
or Prefident, as we have feen, that Zmfies complained to the lofiiofjusLto. 

Hence it was that the imperial Parple was fo dangerous to be worn, fochmimher- 
ine of Princes, fuch alterations in the Government And we kcBafilm the Em- 
pefour was not onely.direfted by acare of his own *efervatton,but much warran- 
ted by former Laws, in proceeding with Bafilius the Eunuch fo as he did. 

67. But to return to our Story, Samuel the Bulgarian was now come agamft 
Theftalonica, the Gonqueft of which he knbw would much conduce to the Mat 
Z.tmuel the tering of the whole Countrey. He placed/ fome of his Army in Ambuih, and 


thenlint others'tofecc the Town to r the^ry Gates, to draw out the Garifon 
into the Snare. And the device fo far took that Gregory the Governour fentout 
Killing it* Go- A r otes Jiis Son with a party to make a difeovery of the Enemy, who fell into me 
wnour * Ambuih while witlio^ any fear he purfued thole thatfledfrbmi thei Gates Up¬ 
on notice Gregory j ifliied out to relieve him, but being alfo mtrapped and 
overpowered, hi hiUelf was flain, and his Son taken Prifoner, which being 
known at Conftantikople , Nicephorus Vrams ; who had corr f u P t f, d 1 ^^S e ^ 
and eleaped out of Prifon at Babylon, the Commander of “all the Weft, was 
And wafting fpeedily difpatchcd thither. Coming to TheJjalomca he found that Samuel, grown 
the Countrey infolent upon the Death of Gregorys had palled Tempe, crofled the River 
advent. d j de into Thefaly, BfBOtia, Attica, and through the Ifthmus of Co- 

rS/Hnto the very Heart of Pdoponnejus. He marched therefore with Ins Army 
by thefoot of Olympus to Larifa, whereleaving his Baggage, bygreat-Journ^s 
he proceeded inti Thefaly and palling the Pharjahan Plains, and the River Aptda- 
mu, incamped himfelf on the Bank of Spercheitu oppofite to^W, who lay on 
But is found t h e other fide of the River at this time fofwollen with Rain Water that nopal- 
fage could prefently be had to come to an Ingagement. Yet Uranus by much 
S cleral fetching at length found a Ford, and by Night palling the River, fell upon the 
and defeated. Bavarians as they fecurely flept, and made vaft Slaughter of them ; and Samuel 
with his Son Romanus were forely wounded, and had been taken but that they 
lurked amongft the dead Bodies, and the following Night ftole away into the 
Mountains of Italia, by the Tops of which they elcaped to the Hil Pindus, 
and fo into Bulgaria, here he was conftrained to Marry his Daughter to Afbtes 
■his Prifoner the Son of Gregory Taronitas, for being defperate y m lo ve with him, 

Ihe had declared that if ihe might not have him, (he would kill her fell. 

68 The Wedding being over, he fent his New Son-m-Law with his Wife to 
Dyrrachium, making him Governour of that Countrev. They had not been long 
there, but he having eafily perfwadedhis Wife to Accompany him and taking the 
opportunity of the Emperour’s Gallies which Vl ; ere then erufing on the Coalts, 
went to Conftantinople where he was honoured with the Dignity of Magifter, and z^lVefe. 
Ihe with the Title of Zofta or of the Robes Ue brought Letters alio to the 
Emperour from Chryfelius, one of the principal Officers m Dyrrachium who there¬ 
by covenanted to deliver that City into his Hands on condition that the Dig- 
* mtv of Patritian might be conferred on himfelf and hjs: two Sons j but this 
feems to have been prevented by the Death of Chryfelius, which the maim¬ 
ed Text of Cedrenus hints to us, though it be not clearly exprefled; how¬ 
ever the Emperour became Matter of the place not long after, although by fome 
other means. But about the fame time Paulas Bobus Magifter the chiefMan in 
Tbeffalonica, and Malaceinus a Perfon eminent for wifedom and eloquence being 
accufed of favouring the Bulgarians, , were fent away and confined, the one to 
. Conftantinople, and the other to Palias in Thrace, which report flying ^ / 4 dria- 
nople, fome of the moft eminent there that had alfo been fufpeifted out of fear be¬ 
took themfelves to Samuel. The Emperour that he might obtain the Fnendfhip 
of the Venetians to their Prince or Duke gave in Marriage the Daughter of 
Sajilim in- rus, and Sifter to him who afterward Reigned. He now invaded Bulgaria by ttte 
vades Bulga- wav Q f philippopolis which City he committed to the care of Theodorocranus a 
itnlZZf Patritian, and having taken many Caftles or Forts in Triaditza, returned to 
tn ‘ Mofynopolis. Afterward he fent a great Army againft fuch of the Bulgarian Gar- 
rifons as lay beyond the Mountain Hamus, commanded by Theodorocranus, and 
Nicephoros Xipbias a protofpatbarian, who took both the greater and the lefler 
Perftblaba, with Plifcoba, and vi&orioufly returned Home. ... • ... 

Anotherinva- 69. The following year Bafilius in perfon made another Inrode into Bulgaria 
lion by way u y t h e W ay of Tbeffalonica , and received Berr.bea from the hands ot DoBromerus 
S. eJIkl0 ' the Governour, who for his good fervice was rewarded with the Honour of Procen- 
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A%° /aS - f0r the n. f T aIInefs of his ^amre nicknamed NtofaZ -— 

y ‘jefended \Servza againft him which yet he took by force, and having 
theiem placed a ftrong Garnfon took Nzcolitzas along with him to Conftantimph 
and conferred on him the Dignity of a Patritian; but there he did not long con- 
an e -[ ca P e back £o Samuel with whom he came, and again befieged 
that place. The Emperour upon Notice hafted thither and eafily raifing the 
Siege beat away Samuel and Nzcolitzas, who was taken fhortly after, and^hen 
committed to dofe Prifon at Confiantinople. Bafilius after this went into Theffalv 
where hecauied to be re P a red thofe Cartles which Samuel had difmantled foch ■ 
kd Sr 6 held b y ^Bulgarians he recovered,and removing them to a place cal- 
ItrrtZ re ' inf0rc " d them with ftrong Garrifons, and thence removed to Bo Jem 
adiovnin^ Ln 11 * R °ck through which Water pafl'eth unfeen from the 

lemm inl £ n tJie “ r pr J fenc, y a PP ea£s a gain. This he took by force, and 
lemowng the Defendants (fuch mercy he ufed) to Bolarum, furnilhed it with all 
conveniences, and then went to Thefalonica. The Governour, Drexanus by 
name, a very good Souldier, defired leave of him to live at Theffalonica , and there 
hv Married a Wife the Daughter of the chief Prilatarius of the Church of St De- , 

ZTTC Aftei ; lhehad born him two Children he endeavoured to run away but %'*“****&, 
was taken, and at the interceflion of his Father-in-Law, pardoned. ThTfccond -f&f 
h!S. he f? rnn r 5 t xi thefame fault > and found the fame indulgence. But after the 
bl n r ^ h of f nv ° Chl,drcn more relapfmg into the fame Crime the Emperour would ex- 
to a Zr 1Cr merc ^ to bim > but bein S a g a m furprized he was there faftned alive con fi^ fim- 

- lO a 1 Oie. le aliquidnon. 

infefting c<r- f e ZS’ t * me tbe ^ u ! n p rtt . < P and the Ataphitze Arabians grievouHy in- «ejlJ 7 nnpo - 

Ifyrin and w- £ Iled bot “ Cwlofyrza and Afrzck with their Depredations To reftrain them the risp rebJda. 

sir**-* • 

Y^b^<hrr^A A ^L 5 fuCCeed h * m [ n his co ^mznd zlTheJalonica,^Nicephorus 
Azpbzas fucceeded Theodorocranus in the Government of Philippopolzs, whoreW 

U'r Z : fr Jhortly after his arrival a£ Antioch in thfee BatTels deka- 
^uldfiarfn n?5 S? ptai ? °r the Aral ™” s > and forcing him to live quietly, pro- 
n w • r i l 1 . d Reft *? thofe P arts - The year that followed being the fifteenth 

SS;tST nth f° f the c tW ° BafiliuS laid to Bidyna, 

rn!l ,r^ y / , / by ft ? rm after a , ^ ie S e of ei S ht Months, and then returning 
Samuch Ar. fS !^ d ^flantznople, took or I>emomed many forts of the Bulgarians in his way 
m routed by b ( n& come as &r as the City Scopzce, he perceived that Samuel Jay with his Ar- 

***■ be>0nd th ? RiVer ^ called afterward 

tsatdatziis , to the depth whereof lately increafed byRainshe trufled But the 

nXiTn la Tf 1 lf w OVered a Ford pafledover >andial!ing S uponhim fo unex¬ 
pectedly, fliuckluch Terrour into his Men that they all ran as fail as their Lees 
could carry them, not one flawing his Face to the Enemy His Camp and pf- 

tl^Gov^rnourtheSon 6 ^ was deb ^red upto hfm by Romani Simeon 

the Governou., the Son of Peter and Brother of Borifes, who for a reward was made 

a Fan man and Governour of Thence Bafilius proceeded to a place called Per 

vn,o return* Sw f ^ ic tM ' 0 A^ngfor him to 

to Conflami- U a T ! at < p f ’ by Pbih P!> 0 P°f l \ heieturned to Confiantinople. “ Here he made- 
™f‘ e - u l L ^ for tbe P a > ™ ent °* Allalenpyum, as it was called, which was this When Aaa " Mto 

“ J Z 7 r , eafor l 0t ^ Fi° Veny cou, d not pay the ufual Tribute, the Sumwa" 

« ^ ade U P by . th . eir Neighbours that had wealth enough to doe it. This^ems 

fo Epll ° le ° f 7 h L ch we formerl y Ipokein the life of Jufiinian • 

k) that Bafilius rather renewed than made a Law for the Payment of this duty’ 

As formerly at other times this payment was oppofed efpedally by the Eccle- * Vide Ale. 

Mpn^ r ”j° W j-i? t l J e Pamar ch Sergius, and many other Prelates and Religious mannumin 
Men laboured to diflwade this Emperour ifom it. But in vain. S ° US 

verVioft\dn^ -t c r time S r P wn inlolent upon fb many Victories, he was become amtn voce 
bv ^ Converlation, and defired rather to be feared than to be beloved E ^ 0A,1 ‘ 
z^us ins b > lls , Neither was he more indulgent to the Souldiers, than others 

management “i Uvil emplo) ment conrrary to theCullome oi his PredecelTours, whoefteemed 
atla,r4 - f the * S leat f intereft to gain the afFeCtions of Military men Oflearned men ^ 

foimarvab^’anTufT r aU value Learning it fe If, but accounted it K 

do~ fn to r Sh L!? f d j e efs ’ J a n Jg " oranC and effeminate Princes are wont to 
and otber FmnFov° n ^c™ d f m6tl °" of Men,but preferred to be Secretaries 

other Employments, Perfons of no Education nor Ability, and he was fer- 

ibm H^f.M'nrv'T 1 <a ‘°T aS ,, mUCh derided and k ° mcd “ *eir Per- 
lons. HisTieaiUry lie kept full, but the Doors thereof fall locked. Of Gold 

Coin 
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gave ludS 5 S^mSlor, 6 fr 

h- Wars he was of various humour, as the fcve7il Mveffities oTSeUrs 
ord?nfrv U H n h™’ ln f™ 6 °f Pea ce and Reft more earned, and vehement than 

5 ^S? 3 Slf&SS i,rf 

filcm deftroy. the cunning and malitious Inftnualdons^of'tlw ^Jeivsl ^ho ftom^/^weirf Rr° ^ Gtal,er - 

mmmm 

A hard Win- ding more proper for to be related with FVH^f !a Cb f r mat ters thereon depen- 
ter and dread- winter „ u ■ ,? vf/ d Wltfl Ecclefiaftical matters. A very hard 

full Earth- W y^ er mhowed, wherein all Waters were frozen up, the Sea afwoH Ic r ™ 

of the Church of the Forty Saints,and of die Church of Tm 1 ? downtb f Cupoloes 
//<?,befides much mifehief done both there and in rii n A at Co »fi an tino- 
to prefage thofe motiom“pmfendy^^PolCed^'Tr V“ S T 
fwafions of one M'Us a powerfuil man in^thofe l^ where by the per- 
rhti.tmS.rf* againft the Romans. The Emperour fent to rednr. rtS ’^ t ^he Zam&r^r took Arms 

our Authouf^evord 0 !^ ^by which^yo ^ 

1 f 3 r^d ^ e l a A°° to New Rome, or rather ^hoftTtjut^w'ere Emperou^and^ibie^ 
of that Roman Empire which ftil 1 remained j P uts and Subjects ots-ro. 

^ a f s tssz 

iTfoffnE^ueTor^" n0t ” akC a “ ClenC Tjde^neit 

Clezdius, where he aJfo placed a ftrongGu^d ^nd thkr ° f P h mla Lon &* s and 
vantage of the Ditch and the Ireinhe^r And , “Gnand having the Ad- 

tence, that the Emperour delpaired^f breaking i f ° e S eta “ alIy mad e re/if- 

the Governour of Pbilippopolis found out the m !° Ug ’ if* i Nlce P horus Xiphi.is 
had ever Succeeded. He ativifed him to S mea ns which m fuch like cafes 
nefsin his ihdeavour to force the Patfagc wKikifttf Intention andEarnefe- 
with a convenient Party get over the Hdi h it i h , mea " time he would 
tbijla, and come upon the Back ol the Fnemv if y t ?‘ the South tilled Bala- 

’■ efeaped by the greaiTaS and Cond^- f7 'I ™- ,‘ SW himfelf hardly 
-ar as the Condrrion they were in td £ ^ 

and 
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-^enrned skives, horfed his Father and carried him off into the Caftle 

3,f,!irn G f p r iW Of all the Prifoners to the Number, it s faid, of fifteen thoufand the 
amhc Kycs Empcrcl V cau fed the Eyes to be put out, and to every Hundred affrgned a man 
SiSST SiSd one Eye left, under condW* of which Leaders he fent themawayto 
who who beholding fuch a Spedlacle coming to him in fuch l^nk and Or- 

titnct ct, dcr was not able to bear up againft fo great a Calamity, but mftantly fell down 
in a fwoon. Thofe that were by with Spirits, and other things at harid, did what 
they could to recover him, and he came to himfelf again, and asked mr lome 
cold Water. Which having drunk, .he fell into a Cardiogmus , or Pam and tarnt- 
nefs at his Stomach, and died of it two Days alter. .. . - c 

fciltW , tu ,_ 74. Gabriel who was alfo firnamed Romanus his Son, by a Captive Woman ol 
Jcctis iiim. Larijfa, fucceeded him, one fuperiour to him in ftrength of Body, but in that 
of mind far inferiour. When he had not reigned all-out a year, he was as he 
went out to hunt, killed by John Bladijlhlabus the Son^of Aaron, whole Lite he 
But is kill'd had once preferved. But before this happened, one Nejlontzas was lent by_ Sa- 
fcy mneL with a confiderable Force into Thejfalonica, , in the Government of which 

City one TkeobhylaEt Botaniata had fucceeded David Ariamta. This Theophylall 
with his Son Michael, fallied out againft him, put him to Bight, and having got 
much Plunder in his Camp, then went to the Emperour as he lay lh the Straits.. 
d.tfduis pur- Having parted the Straits and followed the Chace after Samuel, a$ fttr as he 
luc* liii Vidto- thou g t conv enient, Bafilius took in a Caftle called Matzucius, and then parted 
v on toward Strumpitza , from which place defirous to have a way cleared tq Thefi 

falottica , lie put Theophylatt upon that task, to clear the Hills of FortrelTes, and 
open the ways through the Woods, and he undertook the work ynth all Ala¬ 
crity, and profecuted it with diligence, but was intrapped and comparted by the 
Enemy, in a place where there was neither means of efcaping, nor good oppor¬ 
tunity to fight, and cutoff with moft of his Men. The Emperour much trou¬ 
bled at the News durft not proceed but retreated, and in his way had a very 
flrong Caftle called Melenicus, through the powerful! Oratory of Sergius an 
Eunuch ‘whom he employed to die Garrifon Souldiers, dehvered up lntohis 
Hands. Having kindly entertained thofe that gave it up, and therein put a 
(irons Party ot his own Men, he removed to Mofynopolis, where on the tourand 
twentieth Day of October, he heard of Samuel s death. Therico marching to Thef- 
falouica , he moved into Pelagonia without doing any harm to the Countrey, lave 
that he burnt Buteliana the Palace of Gabriel , and took in the Caftle§ot Tr//a- 
AC ienaiii pus and Stypeius. Then paffed he the River Tzerna, with Boats and Bladders as 

cow.a to b e could and came to Budena , whence on the Ninth day of January, he arrived 

jhcjfMonic.t. at Thejfalonica. . . 

... 7 c. At the beginning of Spring he again invaded Bulgaria , wherq having 

fionfntoXt recovered the Caftle of Budena which had revolted, he caufed two Caftle? to 
garia. be built in the middle of the Straits, one by the Name of Cardia , and ano¬ 
ther by that of St. Elias , and returned to Thejfalonica. As he here lay, one 
Romanus Cheirotmetus brought him Letters from Gabriel, wherein he promiled to 
turn his Subject and Vaflafl; but he giving no credit to them, lent Xiphias and 
Conjlantine Diogenes at prefent the Governour of Thejfalonica , with an Army in¬ 
to the Countrey of the Moglenians , which having wafted and laid Siege to t_he 
City, he himfelf came up with the reft of the Forces, and by a _ Ditch cauled 
the River to be drained from the Walls, the Foundations whereof when he had 
undermined the Inhabitants with Lamentations and Prayers, gave up what they 
Taking feve- could not keep. Therein were taken Domifianus Caucanus , the principal Cpuil-. 
rai of the No- cillour of Gabriel, with Elitzes the chief Man of the Countrey, befides many 
coTt? e f the other Noblemen, and a multitude o\ the inferiour fort of Souldiers, of which 
fuch as were fit for fervice he tranfported to Afpracania, and caufed to be burnt 
a Neighbouring Caftle called Natia. On the fifth day after came Cheirotmetus, 
bringing with him fome of the Servants of John Bladijlhlabus, the Son of Aaron^ 
Upon which w ith Letters to the Emperour, wherein he iignified that Ke had taken away tne 
S e rubmh n fo Life of Gabriel, and that the Kingdom of Bulgaria, \now was reveled to him 
thcEmperour. who ihould own himfelf his Subject and Vafial. Bafilius returned him an. An- 
fwer in Golden Chara&ers, after which within a little tihie. Cheirotmetmx^xm- 
ned and brought with him not onely Letters from John, but from the Bulgarians 
who owned themfelves the Emperour’s SubjeiOts. And to him came Caucanus , the 
Brother of Domitian Caucanus lately mentioned, and was liottourabry entertai¬ 
ned. 


76. But 
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y6. But for all this the Emperour being allured, that John dealt deceitfully 
Another Ex- with him, and was pra&ifing matters quite contrary to his Ingagements returned 
a!CL. in '° into Bulgaria , and wafting the Countrey of Oftrobus , Gofens and Pelagonia, put 
out the Eyes of as many of the Inhabitants as he took. He proceeded to A- 
chris, the Seat of the Bulgarian Princes, which having taken and fetled all things 
there, he refolved to-go to Dyrrachium, where matters very much required his 
Prefence. So long as Trymalia, and the nearer Parts of Servia continued under 
the Government of Bladimere the Son-in-Law of Samuel, all things were therein 
repofe, for he was a man very juft, and a great lover of Peace and Vertue, but 
he being ( through the Treachery of David the Archbilhop ) perfidioufly mur- 
thered by his Command, after Gabriels Death all were in great confufion and 
diforder, John fometimes by his Officers, and otherwhiles in his own Perfon fal¬ 
ling upon the City. The Emperour purpofed to vifit them again, but for this 
time was prevented of his Journey upon this unpleafing cccafion. He had left be¬ 
hind him a ftrong Party to harafs all the Parts of Pelagonia, all which the Bul¬ 
garians having drawn into an Ambulh, cut them off with their Commanders, 
being headed by Ibatzes a man of great Nobility, and as great Valour amongft 
them. Bafilius much concerned for this ignominious lols, returns into Pelagonia 
in purfuit of this Ibatzes , and from Thejfalonica proceeds to Mofynopolis. He 
fends David Arianita, with a fufficieiit Power to attacque Strunpitza, who in 
room of it takes another Caftle called Thermitza. Another Party he difpatches 
away under command of Xiphias , to take in the fevcral Forts of Triaditza, and 
all thole in the plain he took together with a Fort which they called Boion. 

77. In January the Emperour returned to Conjlantinople, and thence 1 lent a 
The Region Fleet into Chatzaria commanded by Mongus the Son of Andronicus Ducas the 
{ubdaed? ar,a Lydian, who by the affiftence of Sphengus the Brother of Bladimer, who married 

Bafilius his Sifter, fubdued that Region, having taken Tzulus the Prince thereof 
Upper Media jn t he firft Conflict. At the fame time Senacherrimus the Prince of the upper 
Emperour’s 6 Media J afterward called Afpracavia ) not able to refill the Saracens whoprelfed 
Hands. forely upon him, gave up himfelf, his Family and Countrey into the Emperour’s 
Hands. Hereupon for a reward he was made a Patritian, and in lieu of his quit¬ 
ted Dominion received the Cities of Sebaflea, Larijfa and Abara, with other 
large Revenues. Of Afpracavia was made Governour, Bafilius Argyrus the Pa¬ 
tritian, who for his ill adminiftration or bad fuccefs was not long after put out of 
Command, and Nicephorus Comnenas was fent his Succeflour, who partly by force 
and partly by perfwafion brought the Copntrey to fubmit. But all other De- 
figns, Expeditions and Acceflions feemed to the Emperour of no value, fo long 
as Bulgaria remained unconquered, which having invaded fo often in his own 
Perlon, he was much concerned in honour to have the work perfected, and for 
Bulgaria once that purpofe could give himfelf but little reft. This fame year being the four- 
bytheEmpe- teent h Indidtion, he marched again into Triaditza, where he laid fiege to the 
rour. Caftle of Pernicus, which he lay before and violently attacqued for eighty days 

together, but thofe within as earneftly and pertinacioufly making reliilence af¬ 
ter much lols of his men, he was forced to rile, and departed to Mofynopolis. 

Here having wintred and refrelhed his Army, in Spring again he breaks into Bul¬ 
garia , where he takes a Caftle and gets great booty out of Pelagonia , but having 
in vain attacqued the City of Cafioria , he retreats. That which moved him fo 
to doe, was the Intelligence he had receiv’d, that Cracas was joyned with John 
having a vaft Army, and that being affifted by the Patzinacie , they were refolved 
to make an Inrodeinto the Territories of the Empire. Difturbed at this report 
lie retired, but in his way took and burnt the Caftle of Bofograda, relieved Be- 
rcea, and having demolilhed feveral other Forts, then made an Halt, having 
now received more welcome News, how that the defigned Expedition of John' 
and Cracas was come to nothing, the Patzinacce refufing to join with them. 

78. However proceeding in his Return, after this little Paufe he took by ftorm 
the Caftle Seteena, where had been laid up much Corn, which being removed 
he commanded Fire to be fet to the Place. Now hearing that John w r as not 
far offi he feut againft him the Cohorts of the Schools (lo they termed them') 
of the Eaft, and of the Thejfalonicians under Command of Conjiantine Diogenes, 
who was either not fo wary, or had not fo good intelligence as the Emperour. 

For, John had placed an Ambulh for them, which Bafilius underftanding and felici¬ 
tous for his men rode on faft before, bidding all fuch as were Souldiers to follow 
him, which being perceived by thofe that John had fent out, they fled in great fear 
to their Camp, making much Noife with thefe words Bezsite Tjcefar ,by which we 

H lih 1 fuppofe 
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fuppefe was meant Runne, here’s Cafar, (as moft Nations Termed him') or the Em¬ 
perour. John and all his Army thus putting themfelves to the Rout, Dio vexes and 
his Men parfued them, did great Execution, and took the Horfes and Baggage of 
John with one of his Kinfmen,which done theEmperour returned to Bodena and fo 
home to Corftantinople on the ninth of January, the fifteenth Indication, and the 
two and fortieth year of his Reign. John being by his retreat eafed much of his 
fears,in confidence of his good fortune goes againlt Dyrracbium , where ingagina in 
fight he is flam, uncertain by whom, after he had born the Title of Prince or Kina 
oi the Bulgarians r two years and five Months. The Emperour was no fooner certi- 
tied of his death by the Governour of that City but rather flew than went to Bul¬ 
garia in hope that the long looked for Prey would now fall into his Hands. And 
fo far good fortune complied with his Wifhes, that when he was come on his way 
no farther than Conjlantinople the Brother and Son of the famous Cracras fo often 
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mentioned, there met him to give up Pemicus and five and thirty Caftles more 
whom he courteoufly received, and having admitted Cracras to the Dignity of a 
AndcheCoun- Patritian,then held on his way to Mofynopolis. Thither came Ambafladours both 
trey delivered from Pelagoma , Morobifdus and Lipenius to give up other Cities • and when he 
the EnSSS ^d r^ched Serr* there Cracras himfelf met him with the Deputies of thofe that 
yielded up the five and thirty Caftles, and were kindly entertained. And hither 
came alfo Dragomuzus to furrender Strumpitza, and was alfo made a Patritian, be- 
caufe lie brought along with him John the Governour of Chaldia, whobeing taken 
Prifoner by Samuel had continued in Prifbn two and twenty years. ° 

7 9 . When the Emperour drew near to Strumpitza .. David the Archbifhop of iul- 
gana met him with Letters from Mary the Widow of John which hinted that on 
certain conditions fhe was willing to quit all pretences to Bulgaria. Here alfo 
met him Bogdanas the Lord ofthe Caftles that flood farther within the Countrey 
who alio received the Dignity of a Patritian having formerly held with theEm¬ 
perour, and killed for this purpofe his own Father-in-Law. He proceeded now as 
far as Scopta, m which leaving a ftrong Garrifon, he returned by the Caftles of 
Sttpetus and Profacus being every where welcom’d with the Prayers and well-wiffi- 
who receives /hen hewenttp Achris where he was received with 

ins new Sub- “ 1C focky Acclamations of the People. This Achris was fituate upon an high Hill 
neai ; to a ^ °“ ° f ® hich the iiTuing toward the North? after 

8 ' '"° lon S *P ace tonreth Weftward and entreth- Ionium (by which the Hiflorian 

leems to mean the Countrey lying upon the Adriatick Seal near the Caftle IHI- 
fus. The Emperour now feized on the Treafure of the Bulgarian Princes which 
was very great, as befides other things feveral Rich Crowns adorned with Pearl, 
and an hundred Centenaries of Gold which he bellowed as a Donative upon his 
Souldiers. Returning to his Camp he there received the Widow of John Bla - 
difthlabus with three Sons and fix Daughters: and fhe brought along with her a 
Bastard Son of Samuel, and two Daughters of Radomere befides fix Sons one of 
.J. 1 ba d ms Eyes put out by John atfuchtime as he flew Radomere with his * 
Wi e and his Son-m-Law. She had other three Sons by John • but they were 
fled into the Hill Ttnorus, one of the Tops of the Ceraunick Mountains/where 

P iS^ d Wlt l , dlffic ^ It:ieS b y reafon that Emperour had given order to be- 
fetthe Mountain they fent to him to yield, and within a while came to him as 

H J ^ r ^ ey from rhe Lake Pre fP a > where on a Tribunal 
crewed for this purpofe he kindly received them, and comforting them with moft 
pintle words honoured ProJrams, who feems to have been the Eldeft, with the 
Dignity of Magtfter, and the reft with that of Patritians. And hither was brought, 
concerned him to fee, Maizes deprived of his fight; how and by 
whom, it s not an unpleafant Story to relate ° J 

\ 2 °' Blad tf h A la u S S" 8 dead, and his Wife and Children with all the Nobility' 
, H yielded themfelves and Countrey into the Emperour’s.hands, he alone re- 

ondy lufed to comply with the time and prefent pofture of Affairs, and feized upon a 
itandmg out. Mountain moft difficult of accefs. (Some called it Brochotus, otheS pZfta) 

fokce 6 nnH Sa i neat bT ame of Princes, with Gardens and other tilings of 

who d fnffi V ^ rtl / mer c‘ i ThlS r n no r Iltt,e meafure perplexed the Emperour, 
^ b / j?£ on of the Man’s Qualifications, to fufpeeft the 
«°£S C ° f , t / S Unex g edte u d u ^rpation. « He omitted his Journey as he had 
« T/rnnr^y ?/ ^T 1I ?/ 0U j hward> f P entfo P e time in foliciting him by Letters 
« •• r J n hatk f did,and not to expofe himfelf to certain deftru&ion by enter- 

“ tIU u ng ° nblS T n Head without afi y adviceor a ffiflence, 

to which heanfwered ambiguoufly, drawing out the time in length and in ex¬ 


pedition. 
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“ pedtation, he held Baftlius againft his will five and fifty days at Diabolis. The 
care and anxiety the Emperour was in being taken notice of by Eufiathius 
Daphomeluso. Patritian, whom he had lately preferred to the Government of 
Achris, he refolved upon a ftrange courfe, to rid him of this trouble, which he 
communicated to none but two of his Servants whom he could truft, and he 
knew would hand by him in any undertaking. The Feaft of the Affiimption 
of our Lady was folemniy obferved by Ihatzes , and to it were invited as well 
But is reduced ^ r . an S ers as Neighbours, and to it though not invited Daphnomelus would go, and 
by the valour being difeovered by the Sentinels, he openly declared who he was, and fent to 
of Eujhnbiut * et Maizes know that he was come to be merry with him. He wondred to hear 
Daphnomeius. tkat one ffioald come of his own accord, and put himfelf into an Enemies 
Hands, but he bad them bring liim in and very kindly entertained him. Mor¬ 
ning Prayer being over, and all others gone to their Appartments, he went to him 
and defined that they two might difeourfe in fome convenient and fecret place, for 
he had a matter of great importance, and which was'for his own good to Commu¬ 
nicate to him. 


Bafilini ha¬ 
ving vi died 
moft: places of 
Bulgaria, 


81. Ihatzes fufpedting nothing but that he would join with him in his Rebellion, 
led him into an Orchard very thick befet with Trees, fo that they could fcarcely 
either be feen or heard, whither being com oEuftathius being ftrong and nim bly 
and watching aa advantage ftruck up his Heels, fethis Knee upon his Breaft, flop¬ 
ped his Moutii, and called his two Men who watched their motions conftantly for 
this purpofe. They thrufting their Cloths into his Mouth,forced both his Eyes out of 
his Head, which done they let him goe, and all three with their drawn Swords, 
got up into one of the higheft Chambers in the Houfe, expecting what inftantly 
followed. Foralfoon as the fadt was divulged,a great multitude came running toge¬ 
ther,fome with Swords, fome with Spears,others with Bows,not a few with Stones, 
iome with Wood, others with Fire, and others with other Combuftible matter, 
Crying out cut their Throats , Burn them, Tear them Limb from Limb , Stone 
them, let no Body / pare the Villains. Eufiathius feeing and hearing this could 
have fmall hope to efcape their fury, yet advifed his Men not to let fall their 
Courage, nor by any means to refign themfelves into their hands who would 
moft certainly tear them in pieces in this Rage. “ Putting his Head out of a Win- 
tt dow by the motion of his hand he procured filence, and then told them that 
tt to .r bis part there had not been the leaft enmity or grudge betwixt Ibatzes and 
{ . him, the one being a Bulgarian and the other a Roman , as they Ihoiild judge, 
u being born not in Thrace or Macedonia, neighbouring Countries, but in Ajia the 
„ lefs at /l a v ery great diftance from Bulgaria. Therefore all that were wife a- 
a m ? n §“ them, muft needs conclude that it muft needs be fome extraordinary 
« thing that had put him upon fuchan enterprize, and that nothing but Necefi- 
fity it felf could have engaged him in fo dangerous an Attempt. He told them 
t{ that what was done, was done by the Command ofthe Emperour, who had 
M one{ y made ufe therein of his hands; and therefore if they were refolved to kill 
t{ him, kill him they might, he was in their power, yet refolved with his Ser- 
« vants to fell his life at as dear a rate as he could, and fight it out to the laft 
„ Breath. If they killed them, as it was no Maftery being fo many tofo few, 
u they lhould not be unhappy in their death leaving behind them fo powerfull 
<{ an Avenger, againft whom as it feemed they were refolved to ftruggle as long as 
poffibly they could. This Speech efpecially the dread they had ofthe Emperour 
therein mentioned produced fuch an Alteration in their minds, that they all 
ihrunk awa y b y degrees, and the wifer fort willied him Profperity, and promifed 
obedience. Eufiathius , then Without any oppofition carried away Ibatzes to the 
Emperour. He rewarded this notable fervice with the Government of Dyrrachium 
and all the movable goods of Ibatzes , who was committed unto Cuftody. 

•irvj tbe ( am , e ^ me Tttcolitzas who had been fo often taken andfo often dif* 
miffed, having urked in the Mountains, and been forfaken of well-nigh all his Men 
(who were frighted by a Company,- fent on purpofe to hunt him out} of his own 
accord came to the Camp, and declared it was with Refolution to yield himfelf 
to the Emperour, who would not fee him but gave order that heihouldbe kept 
Prifoner at Thsjfalonica. Bajilius having all things according to his Wilh in thofe 
Parts, and given leave to as many Romans as he had found in Captivity either here 
to remain or to follow him, removed to Cajloria. Here were brought to his pre- 
fence two Daughters of Samuel ; which beholding Mary, the Widow of John, to 
ltand by him, prefently flew in her Face, and had made an end of her, if the Em¬ 
perour himielt had not interpofed, and by good words mitigated their wrath, pro- 

mifing 
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mifing them alfo to provide well for them. On Mary he conferred the Honour 
cfZoj'te, and fent her with her Sons to Constantinople. Then by the Induftry of 
Xiphias, did lie domolifh all the Cadies in Service and Sofcus, and came to the 
Cadlc of Stages, where Elamagus Prince of the Belegradi prefented himfelf to 
him in a fervile Habit with his affidents. Thence proceeding towards Athens, 
in his paflage thorough Zetunium, he beheld with Admiration the Bones of thole 
Bulgarians, that were dain in the Defeat given to Samuel by Nicephorus, and 
much more the Wall called Scelos built on Thermopyla , at a Place called Rupena 
to redrain the Bulgarians. Arriving at Athens , he gave Thanks to our Lady for 
Returns in his good Succefs, and offered very largely in the Church. And thence retur- 
ned to Conjlantinople , which he entred in Triumph through the great Doors of 
no/le. *" the Golden Gate, with a Golden creded Crown called Tuphus ( from the pride, 
faith Zonaras, of thofe that wore this kind) Mary with the Daughters of Sa¬ 
muel, and the red of the Bulgarians going before him. With the Shouts and 
Acclamations of tlie PeOple he went to the Great Church, and there having 
given thanks to Almighty God, went and repofed himfelf in the Palace.. This 
Conqued of Bulgaria happened in the fecond Induction, the forty fourth year of 
Bajilius and ConSiantine. A. D. 1019. 

83. After his Return Sergius the Patriarch was very earned with him, to make 
good what lie had promifed in cafe of this Conqued, that he would remit the 
Allelengyum, but could not prevail. His mind was wholly bent upon Covetouf- 
nels and Dominion, to gratifie which immediately after his Succefs in Bulgaria , 

T ive t ^ ie Neighbouring Nation of the Chorlati , by the Hands of their two Princes, 

f e he s UP 1 iem " Brothers, gave up themfelves. There onely remained Sermo the Lord of Sermi- 
um , who refufed to row by this great dream, and therefore fpeedily made lliip- 
wreck of his life and all. ConSiantine Diogenes Governour of the Neighbouring 
Province, fent to him to defire Conference, and if he feared any deceit or Am- 
bufh, he dedred that each lliould come onely with three Servants in his Com- 
Sermium ta- pany to the Rivers fide that ran by them. Sermo agreed and met him, but 
?ien * when he expelled a Difcourfe, Diogenes prevented it by thruding a Dagger into 

his fide, which he had hid in his Coat, and indantly flew him, which his Ser¬ 
vants feeing fled as fad as they could, led they lliould be ferv’d in the fame man¬ 
ner. Then gathering together fuch Forces as he commanded, he went to Ser- 
mium , which partly by threats and partly by promifes he brought the Widow 
ro furrender, which done Ihe was fent away ana married to one of the Principal 
Citizens of Constantinople ; and Diogenes was made Governour of the newly 
( however ) gained Territory for his pains. In the mean time, to make him- 
lelf acceptable by fomething how little foever, BaSilius l'upplies the City abun- 
The Abafgy dantjy with water, by cieanfing and repairing the Aquedudt of Valentinian. But 
the League S h' s thoughts were quickly diverted from Employments of this Nature by a mel- 
Btfiliutmlr- fage brought, that George the Prince of the Abafgians had broken the League 
dies againft betwixt them, and invaded in hodile manner the adjacent Territories of the Em- 
n pire. Heprefently marched againd him with a complete Army, leaving behind 

him Xiphias and Nicephorus the Son of Bar das Rhocas both Patritians. 

8q. Now whether they took it ill that they were left behind, or for other more 
tempting reafons, they got together a power of men, and broke out into Rebel¬ 
lion. This much difordered the Army, and theEmperour more out of fear that 
they lliould be befet with the Rebels on one fide, and on the other by the Abaf¬ 
gians, with whom it was reported, that they held lecret Intelligence. Bafilius in 
this drait wrote Letters both to Xiphias and Phocas , but gave order to the mef- 
fenger fo to deliver them, that the one Ihould not know of any the other recei- 
a Rebellion at ved. However upon the receit of them, Phocas was fo free as to reade his to 
preiredand i? " Xiphias, who denying that he received any, on a certain day fent for "the other to 
piinirtitd. fpcak with him, and when he came, having before hand laid his fnares, took away 
his Life. Which the Emperour having underdood,fent againd Xiphias Theophylatl, 
the Son of Damianus Delajfenus who took him Prifoner, and fent him to Constan¬ 
tinople, to John the Prothonotary who ihaved him, and made him a Monk in the 
lfland of Antigonus. In this manner, Bajilius freed from ail danger of this Re- 
The jtlafgi- belhon gave battel to the Abafgians , but with no Succefs at fird; but in a fecond 
1 \‘hnvt C .' 4tQ Conflict which happened on the eleventh of September , and the fixth Induction, 

Lipariles their General fell, and with him the greated part of their Army. 

George fled into the more didant Mountains of Iberia , whence lhortly after he 
fent and made his Peace, fubmitting to what Terms the Emperour pleafed to 
\ impofe, and gave up for an Hodagehis Son Pancratius, whom Bafilius honoured 

& with the Dignity of MagiJler, and lb departed home. 85. There 
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He anhnad- 8 <. There did he animadvert upon the Accomplices of Phocas and Xiphias by 
verts upon the confi f cat in g their Effates, and condemning them to Prifon ; none he put ro 
death but Pherfo a Patritian, who. had fird of all fided -with the Rebels had 
rebels. hilled four Officers of the Neighbouring Princes, and beheaded one of the Em- 
perours Eunuchs with his own Hands.. There was alfo one of the Emperour s 
9 Chamber cad to the Lions, for attempting to poifon him for the fake of AT/- 
phias. A little beforethis, Anne the Sffier <f bafilius and a Widow^of M**™” 
the Rojftan Prince died, after whofe deceafe Chryfochtr a Kinfman of her Huf 
bands, put Eight hundred men on board,and with them came to Constantinople pre¬ 
tending he would ferve the Emperour But he requiring that he ffiould <ay 
down his Arms, and then to ask what he pleafed, lie^ refufed to doe it, and paf 
fine over the Propontis went to Abydus, where he defeated eafily him that ay 
therefor defend of the Coads, and then went to > Lemnos, where he and all 
his Men were cut off deceitfully by the Fleet of the David of f c 

chris the Governour of Simms, and UKef hot us Catafila the Commander at 
t, ■ aFnP fheffatonica. Ader this Bafilius prepared for an Expedition into Sicily, and for that 
iSSSL purpofe fent before Ofejles one of his mod fiithfull Eunuchs tv'ith great Forces, 
into 'Sicily But hewaspreventedby his Dediny from foUowing,dying in theMonthof Decem- 

Bafthus dies. ^ ancJ ttie Ninth Indiftion, after he had lived Seventy faith Cedrenus,Seventy two 
years faith Zonaras, and born the Title of Emperour as many,but reignedaonem 
. efl'ett, though his Brother alfo had the Name .the fpace of fifty. He left his Bro¬ 
ther his Succefiour, and defired him to fee him buried in the Church of St. John 
the Evangelid and Divine at the Hebdomus, who therein fulfilled his will. • 

Conftamine x 86. ConJlantine the Tenthof that Name, came to the management of the Em- 

foie Empe- pire - m the Ninth Indkdion, A.D. 10% 6 , and therein did little or no good to it, 
rOUr ‘ but much! mifehief. Being a man of mod depraved manners, die neither aided, 

nor thought any thing worthy of his Place and Dignity. His Delight was in 
running Races, jelling with loofe and filly drolling Perfons and drinking whole 
Nights together, and thus was willing to fpend Ids time, while his Brother Cwho 
was content it fhould be fo) attended Affairs of State and mcreafed both the 

Reputation and Bounds of the Empire. In chufing of his Officers C the great 
Hi, Manage. Xr y a i and Indication of a Prince) he had onely refped: to thofe of his own hu- 
mentofitf. f uc hvertuous Perfons as himfelf, drunken Slaves and the mod profligate 

Wretches,! no,Man either for his Birth, Abilities or Education,_being^at all 
confidered'. ‘Nicholas, the chief Man of his Chamberlains, he made Domeihck of 
the Schools, and of his Bedchamber. Nicephorus the next after him Protovefiia- 
r fus and S'mton. who was in the third Place his Drungartus Biglat. One Eujla- 
thius, far inferiour to thefe, he created Captain of the Affociates. To on leSpon- 
dyles he gave the Government of Antioch, and that of Iberia to omNicetas, 
both Perfons very infamous. Thefe Miniders under fuch a. Prince undtd_aU, 
•bringing all things into diforder, and almod ruinated the,Empire, which fince 
the tin^ of Romanus, had fo exceedingly, flourilhed under Nicephorus Zimifces 
and Bafilius. And not onely did he prefer unworthy, and.fcandalous Perlons, 
but every man eminent for, any worth or goodnefs, afmuch as m him lay, he 
laboured to difgrace and undoe,, efpecially the mod Noble oj- Illndrious Perfons. 

He pulled out the Eyes of ConJlantine a Patritian, Son of the Magi/ter Michael 
Burtzas , having born him mahee, for difeovering Ms naughty y>urfes to, his 
Brother- And other mod excellent Perfons he blinded, as we lhall for as^he 
began fo he proceeded, the fame Caufes ever producing the &me^effb<fs i when 
not hindfedby Incapacity of the Subjects, or the Intervention of more power- 

fUU 8^ C time, Nicephorus Comnanus governed Afpracama C Rafpracania .or 

Bafprania as it is varioufiy written ) a Man very wife, and as valiant as any oj his 
time, with fuclv Succefs, that he forced all his Neighbours-to live quietly about 
him. But after fame time finding his Souldiers begin to fail in their Cqur?ge a- 
gainflthe by all the means he could ufe, he endeavoured to ^futote 

m them their wont 3 Courage, and upbraiding them much, withsthe Alteration 
•■procured them pot onely to promife but to take a fqrmal Oath, that they womd. 
Condemning not forfake, f.ut dand by him to the lad extremity againd the Enemy. . This 
and putting being reported at Constantinople, ConJlantine and his ; effeminate Mpuders, uicom- 
Saag. petent Judges,of-matters relating to War or Fortitude, put him. prelfently out of 
mans. comipadd,^ and being fent for up to the City he was condemned of Treafon, or a 
defigned Ufurpation, and had his Eyes put out, to the regret ol all good men: 
and in tlie fame fort he dealt with Bardas a Patritian, defeended from Bar das 

Phocas 
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'y . tilc * \vhom he procured fcme“^f Ws Creatures to accufe^fT ^ 

t on^u ac)- againft his Ferfcn. ■ About the fame time, George the Governour of 
Nnipadns, lor his FcJiv commonly call’d Morogeorgius , by his perpetual Exac¬ 
tions and ctner Injuries fo opprefied the Townfmen, that they broke out into 
a 1 -Ji.I.ck hsge againft him, kill'd him and rifled his Houfe, for which Deed the 
pV i ”.% 5 ; t .?! cIy ? lC . d S !; c n c Cru r c,c y in Punifhing the Authours of the Riot 
i me E) cs of the Lifhop of the Place to be put out. There happened’ ® 

l 5 1 ' , r’ and l t: ; S ' vas i0 J° Wed by a Combat betwixt .Baftlius a Patritiam the 
o, naans Sderus, and Prufianus the Bulgarian a M-igifler , and Captain of 
. wluchjjK-gjng to be a Crime no Iefs than Treafon, he banilhed 

1 ! Lcin s told that Baftlius indeavoured to elbnpe, he commanded his 
^ put cut; and Bafianus when he expected the like meafure, he moil: 

^v Ut lie ,^ Irc ] out the Eyes of Romanus Curcuas, who had 
. n "; 11 bis Sihcr, of Bogdanas, Gleba and Gudeles, and to give himfelf 

,( ] u l c oUcrbon b y variety, cut out the Tongue of on e Zacbarias (poflibly out 
*1 *“ s V* to , mak , e bbe the Fneft of that Name, who was flruck dumb ) 
pretending that they all had defigns againft him ^ 

of H VC 6u ^? Iel us fe * e if " e can any other thing 

;; f ca r li ^° n,CqU ? 1C ^ a . ndw ° rtiy tbe mentioning, in his Reign. In his firlf 

T.Snu r r L “n V r r f z! " acce br ° ke ‘ nto Bulgaria , and there did much mifehief, killing 
r-irnta-vowt j - ol the People with feveral OiEcers and their Companies. Againft them 
*’f , Gol ? rnour f Sbmhm, General of Bulgaria, who falling 

///J' Pm- nl'iff'vf C ] ’n 1 ^” T™ flau S hKr folc «l them to return beyond the 
J . Luiing ms whole Reign there w as a great Drought, which dried up both 

Hw Bl i oth “ Ba fi tius * how hard and difficult foever P in the 
r t _ yet herein was wont to gratifie the poorer fort, that he 

cru'eM mr^H Pa ^ m ? nt ? ^ "i' ben i tb ? y were due > but bore with them till they 
AGre.it mlL L a ,- dce “» fo ^ at hls dcatIl > tIle Tribute of two years was behind 

Di on^tit. biK Conftantine not withftandmg the Drought, not onely when he came to the 

G^unmcnt exaded all the Arrears, but forced the Payment alfo of three years 
The w™, !|* £Ti5- hlC1 not onel y undld the Poor but much diflreffcd the Rich, and 

i'lr. lv.nij (he . ‘ c C1< : ncr formerly toouipkin. And now did a Fleet of Saracens 

cKV?de 7/1 / Jl ' 3n ds Cyclades, w hich was happily defeated and diflipated by George ' 
fcMrt. fidv"Thw f theG ? verno “ r °t Smma, «od PtrUm, who command J Chius, 

t the Snips bung taken. On the Ninth day of November in the twelfth Indic- 
t.cn, tne tmpcrcur fell fuddcnly Tick, and being given over by Phyficians then 
J S the£°?n a r UCCCil ° Ur * I A was fenr to fetch Conftantine Delafenus , 

one U ?° m h r C t0 create and marry him to 

D J f - rs ‘ Bu £ Stmeo : 1 fo wroi, gbt out of his Love to Romanus Artyrus 1 
that he altered Ins purpofe, and another was fent to bid Delaftenus flay whwe he 

wcuhlST^^ MaS brollg . h f and leave S iven to chufe whether he 
Aou.u-Joofc his Eyes or part with his Wife, and marrying the Daughter of the 

lZl UGW , bc dcc,a ; cd c *{ ar ' n He P aufed at it. but his Wife fearing what might 
caftan- *? vdurtahJy ffiaved her felf and renounced the feculfr Life for fhe 

/Vs Ddiigh- b' s and Procuring him the Empire. Conftantine had by Helena 

Mr married ro ulc V A , n ™ s , an Eminent- Patritian, three Daughters • of which EuJo- 

Hiiimnus. rnr die tideft being disfigured by the Plague was turned Nun, and Theodora the 

} .ngefl relufed to marry Romania eitlier becaufe they W'ere too near a Kin as /he 
[; , r C 1 |? Jcd>0r 0r that bis iawfull Wife was yet living : bur^ethe fecond was very 
j- j n 2 n J? lt *?• ^ ccep , r lmi i°r her Husband,and the matter of Kindred being difeuf- 
cmP wine £W, W1 the Patriarch and Ecclefiafticks,. to her he was joyned in 
*£ tinperoUr - rh y™d day after the Wedding, Conftantine died, 

uhcfiLe had lived Seventy years and upward, and Reigned' three Wanting one 

y Bomauus the Four£li of that Name; beyond all his expedation together 
took Po/Ie.iion of the Empire in the twelfthTndidbion, A.D.\ox8. 
;l ar i^ :b ; g, , nnin S U ? S x n ery acceptable to his Subjtds, though he had not 
U I ledece/Iour. For lie not onely took away the Allelengyum, 
vbich Cedrenus tells us f I know not whatground there is' 

U,\ ^ would have done, had he not by death been proven-' 

tuf but he incrcafed tne Salaries- wont to be paid out of the publick Treafury 

m.itrwn' n- t lC of S j So P bia > difeharged out of Prifon /ueh as were - 

^uuty of 1 lighter faults, and not onely paid tne publick Debts, but thofe of pri- 
\ ate cn, and ic deemed the Captives out of Patzinacia. He did many good things 

relating 
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relating to the Church not here to be difeourfed of, relieved many that were in 
great poverty, or otherwife diftrefled, for the health of his Father-in-Law’s Soul 
they tell us expended a great Sum of Money,and made reparation to fuch as he had 
injured either in way of Honour or Fortune. Romanus Sclerus who had Married 
his Sifter and had loft his Eyes by Command of Conftantine , he promoted to the 
Dignity of a Magifter , and recalled out of Banilhment Nicephoros Xiphias , who 
was turned Monk: And now as reconciled again, God gave convenient Rain, and 
abundance of all fruits followed, efpecially of Oil. But thefe Adfcs of mercy 
His Wndnefs Romanus mixed with others of feverity, which being accompanied with Juftice 
and Jiiftire ar and pub j ic j f f a f et y } did not eclipfe but'more fet off the other. Prufianus the Bul¬ 
garian for Confpiring with Theodora the Sifter of the Emprefs, and affecting the 
Sovereignty was deprived of his light, and his Mother Zoftica expelled the City. 
Conftantine Diogenes who had Married the Emperour’s Brother’s Daughter, and was 
Governour of Sirmium being removed to the Command of Thejfalonica , was accu- 
ied by Oreftes, one that had ferved Baftlius, of a purpofe to rebell, and for that was 
fent to govern the Thracians, where his Crime being clearly difeovered, he was 
brought bound to Constantinople, and call into the Tower, and his Complices fix 
or feven men of eminency were beaten, and then carried in dilgrace through 
the City into Bani/hment. Theodora was alfo banilhed from Court to Pe- 
trium. 

90. On the Iaft day of October a Comet appeared, leeming to move from Weft: 
to Eaft, and on the fame day. the Roman Intereft fuffered much damage, under 
Command of Michael Spondyles the Governour of Antioch. Great Rains alfo fell 
and continued to fall till March, which caufed mighty Floods every where, by 
which, and the rottennefs of Grafs, moft Cattel perilhed, and becaufe that the 
Seed corrupted in the ground, great fcarcity happened the following year. The 
uponanEx- Emperour to redeem much lols and difgrace, by this time fuffered in Syria, re- 
pedition into folved upon an Expedition to Berrcea , fending before his Sifters Husband Conftan- 
s J riil - tine Carentenus a Patritian, with a flying Company, to difeover the Pa/Iages, and 
infeft the Enemy, but not to hazard a Battel till his Arrival. While he prepares 
for his Journey it happens, that George the Prince of Abafgia dies, whole Widow 
fends away her Ambafladoursto defire he would renew the League made former- 
The League ly with her Husband, and aflign a Wife to her Son Pancratius, to which he wil- 
wViBjrenewed aflenting, both renewed the League, and fent Helena his Brother Baftlius 

& his Daughter into Abafgia to be Married to Pancratius, whom he honoured with 

the Title of Curopalates. Now Romanus haftens his Preparation for Syria, the ftate 
of which Countrey we mud declare before we bring him thither by fetching mat¬ 
ters a little higher. The Reader is to remember, that the Emperour Nicephorus 
very much inlarged the Bounds of the Empire, in Syria and Phoenicia, where he 
recovered moft of the Cities, and that Zimifces following on what was begun, 
extended its Dominion as far as Damafcus. Baftlius after them, being at firft em¬ 
ployed in Civil Broils, and afterward wholly taken up with the Bulgarian War, 
negle<fted<the Eallern Parts, which gave the Saracens opportunity to lay their Heads 
together Ifdd confult, yet they openly attempted nothing during his Reign.- But 
under the diflolute Government of his Brother Conftantine , they negle&ed not 
their Advantage, the moft potent Cities of the Eaft now calling oft the Roman 
Yoke, and aliening their liberty, and the Saracens openly fet upon many places, 
took them, and put the Garrifon Souldiers to the Sword. Above all, the Gover¬ 
nour of Berrcea ([or Chalep as they call’d it) plaid his Pranks, by his frequent In- 
curfions forely diftreffmg Antioch, and the adjoyning Roman Pale. Spondyles the 
Governour of Antioch, endeavoured to reftrain him but came off with lols and 
difgrace. And lie fuffered himfelf to be overreached by one Afaraptius an Arabian. 
a Prifoner in that City. This man perceiving his fickle humour vaunted of great 
matters he both could and would perform for the Emperour againft the Saracens, 
if he were but fet at Liberty j and particularly (hewed-him a Platt of ground, on 
which if a Fort were but built and committed to his keeping, he doubted not but 
ro doe wonderfull things. Spondyles not onely believed what he faid, but fet him 
at Liberty, built a Fortin the place, and therein putting a thoufand men, gave 
him the Command of it, who now being where he would* entertained Intelli¬ 
gence with the Ameras of Tripolis, and with Tusbere the Prince of \ypt his 
General, who fent a Body of men, which he having received into the Caftle, 
they put all the Garrifon to the Sword, and then .received it from his Hands. 
After this the Saracens ranged up and down without controll. Romanus removed 
Spondyles , and put his Brother-in-Law Conftantine Carentenus , lately faid to be fent . 

I i i thither- 
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thitherward with an Army, info his place, refolving to follow in Perfon and pro¬ 
le cute the War. . . , _ 

91. He was fcarcely got on his way as far as Philomilium, when Meliengers 
The Saracens were f en t to him from Berrcea with Prefents, to ask pardon for what was paft, to 
fe f i fw 4 ° f_ promife him to return to their former obedience, and pay all the Tribute that was 
which is refu- due. There Were leveral excellent Warriours now with him in the Army, 
ftd by the wllo earneftly advifed him to hearken to them, and accept their Submillion, and 
Emperour. ^ for yery weighty R ea fons, alledging, that in the Summer time Water was 
much wanting in Syria, that the Saracens were accuftom’d to them, and could ve¬ 
ry well endure both Heat and Thirft, but the Roman Souldiers could not, efpeci- 
ally being burthened with their heavy Armour. But Robnanus , what his Predecef- 
four had done in the like kind, was fo tickled with a fancy of the great honour 
he lliould obtain, that he would notliften to them, but held on in his Expedition, 

Who marches a entring Syria, incamped before a Caftle called Azaezium , two days journey 

on with his c j-^ ant f rom £ erra *a. Now intent upon his bufmefs, he fent out Leo Chorofphac- 
tes a Patritian, Captain of the Excubitores , to feout about, to watch the motions 
of the Enemy, and find out fome fitter place whereon to fix j but he fell into the 
Ambufii laid for him in the Plain, and his Party was all defeated. Incouraged 
herewith, the Saracens hindred his men from foraging, and knowing well enough 
their greateft want, from fetching in any Water, which caufed them out of mere 
necelhty, and for vehement thirlt, to ftraggle up and down, though with manifeft 
danger of their lives, which ufually they loft before they returned. To reftrain 
which is con- and chaftize their boldnefs Constantine Delatfenuswas fent with a convenient Power 
Thirft W,t of men j but very fillily and cowardly managed the bufinefs, and ran back in 
great terrour to the Camp, which ftruck all the reft of the Army with fuch Con- 
lternation, that now no mention was made of any Battel, but every man confide- 
red how he might fave one. And a Council of War being called, it was 
refolved, that the next day they fhould diflodge and march to Antioch. 

92. Accordingly when the day came, being the tenth of Auguft , in the thir¬ 
teenth Indication, and the fecond year of Romanus , all the Gates of the Camp 
And enden- were open’d, and they fet forward for Antioch , moft of them being fick of the 
vouring ro Gripes, and vexed with a violent Thirft. They were no fooner come into a 
L ea ft h amefut A place convenient, but the Arabians fet upon them, againft whom they never tur- 
beaten. y ned Head, nor made any refiftence, but the grofs of the Army running away 
moft fliamefully, fome were taken, others killed, and more deftroyed by being 
born down and trodden on by their Fellows, yet one Eunuch of the Emperours 
is faid very ftoutly to have.demeaned himfelf in fetching off both his ServantAnd 
Waggons which had been taken, and as for the Emperour himfelf he efcaped, but 
that with great difficulty, by the Courage of his Guards, to Antioch , as he had 
defigned. At the fame time was one George Maniaces Governour of a Province in 
thele Parts, called Telucha. To him came about eight hundred of the Saracens , 
after this flight of the Emperour and his Army, told him the Emperour was taken, 
his Army utterly defeated, and ufed what Rhetorick they were able, Jshperfwade 
him like a wife man to quit that Town, which he was not able to hold# if not, by 
Break of day he would be furroundedand miferably deftroyed. He feemed to take 
their Advice in good part, and fent them out a great quantity of Meat and Drink 
praying them therewith to refrelh themfelves that Night, and promifing in the 
Morning to come forth and deliver up Telupha and whatever was the Emperour s 
into their hands. They gave credit to his words, and fetting their hearts at reft, 
made ufe of what he had lent them to excefs, which being his Defign, at Mid- 
But the Bag- night he ifliied out and killed them all Drunk and afleep as they lay. Two hun- 
gage is re-ra- dred. and eighty Camels he took loaded with the rich Plunder of the late Encoun- 
Gror?/ who ter > anc l caufing the Ears and Nofes of the flain to be cut off, he went and pre¬ 
fer / Reward fented them to the Emperour, who then in his Retreat was come as far as to the 
».'tiade Cap- Houle of Phocas in Cappadocia. He for a Reward made George Captain of the Low- 
?ower°MeL er Media. When he left Syria he made Simeon the Servant of Conftantine his Fa- 
ther-in-Law Domeftick of the Schools, and the Command of Antioch he gave to 
Nicetas a Miflbeia, giving it in charge to thefe two, that by all means they lliould 
reduce the Caftle Menicus, which Mufaraph had.built. They attempted what he 
had enjoyned them, but Mufaraph breaking out upon them by Night, forced 
them to be gone, and burnt their Engines. This Romanus took in lb evil parr, 
Tbeoaiftusknt that he created General with full power one Theotiijtus the Protofpatbarian one 
with an Army Q f his moft trufty Servants, and the Captain of the Aflociates, having railed him 
ft!e r M^£' a great Army of Romans and other Nations together, gave him inftrudhons to joyn 
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with Pinzarach the Ameras of Tripolis , who had lately revolted from the A'mer- 
mumnes of < ^£jpt i and fled to his protection, and to take in the Caftle Menicus, 
which moft of all did difeontent him. 

95. One Tujler a Turk, the General of gypt, did much diftrds Pinzarach, fill 
hearing of the coming of Theolliftus he then returned home. And Mufaraph durft 
which he per- not to new Caftle, but deferted it, and flying to the Mountains about 
ic ois. Tripolis , was there found out and flain. The Caftle was by his Brother’s Son deli¬ 
vered up to Thee ftift us with another called Argyrolaftrum feated on a craggy Moun¬ 
tain, which done he returned back to Conftantinople. At the fame time one of his 
Brethren, a Protofpatbarian, Oreftes, fent formerly by Bafilius into Sicily , having 
no skill in matters of that Nature, for which he was fent, managed them with 
very ill fuccefs. His Army he fuffered to be Idle and Luxurious, and when their 
Intemperance had caft moft of them into Difeafes of their Bowels, then did the 
Saracens (who had watched but for a convenient opportunity) fet upon them arid 
made great flaughter of them, to repair which lols the Emperour railed a great 
An Army fent Army out of Greece and Macedonia, and lent it into Italy, the greateft part of which 
intoitaiy which alfo mifcarried, through the unskilfulnels of the General. This fame year in 
mifearries. t h e fifteenth Inditftiori to make his Eftate more fecure, he caufed Prufianus to be 
ihaven for a Monk, and removed his Mother out of the Monaftery where Ihe was 
into Thrace , and Conftantine Diogenes being taken out of the Town, he alfo cori- 
ftrained to take the Religious Tonlure and Habit. A great Alteration indeed was 
Romanus much now obferved, if not in the Humour yet in the Actions of Romanus , which were 
worfe f ° r thC changed much for the worfe after his return out of Syria. To repair h'is Difgrace 
there fuftained, inftead of an Emperour, to ufe the Expreffions of Zonaras, he 
turn’d an Exadtour and bitter Inquifitour, requiring old and out-worn Debts of 
the Fathers from the Children, which the length of time, it was expe&ed, had 
utterly buried in Oblivion, upon which account many were driven from their 
Inheritances, and from having good Eftates‘were forced to beg their Bread. Yet 
did he not bring any of this Money thus gotten info the Treafury, but this arid 
much more taken out of the publick Revenue heconfumed, building a ftately Mo¬ 
naftery and a Church to the Honour of our Lady, thus chopping and changing, 
pulling down and building up again. ToMonks alfo he was very profufe, aliign- 
ing them whole Provinces and Cities, and thefe the moft fat and fertile of all the 
Empire, which was not fuitable to that fort of life which thefe men ought to 
lead, but more fit for Delicate, Effeminate, and Voluptuous Perlbns, as Zonaras 
obferves. 

94. In the fifteenth Indi&ion and the Month of September, came Amer the Son 
The League t ^ e Ameras or Governour of Chalepe, with great Prefents to renew the Peace 
renewed 8 with for that place, with promife to pay the accuftomed Tribute ; which Accord to 
the Ameras of afcertain and ratifie, was fent Theophylatt an Athenian and Protofpatbarian, who 
a e * e ’ renewed the League with that People. Zoe the Emprefs now went fudderily into 
Petrium, and there fhaved her Sifter Theodora , and made her a Nun; there being 
no other way, as it was faid, to put an end to her Plots and Difcoritenrs. Roma¬ 
nus Married his Brothers Daughter to the Regulus of Armenia, With a great Portion, 
and. prepared for another Expedition into Syria. As he was on his way at Me- 
a Confpiracy f ena ^ a -> Theophanes the Bilhop of Thejfalonica , difeovered a Plot fo the Emprds 
difeovered. of Conftantine Diogenes and Theodora her Sifter, to fly into IByricum add thfcre to 
Ufurpthe Imperial Dignity, to which two Biihops were privy, the Metropolitan 
of Dyrrachium and the Bilhop of Peritheorium. Hereupon both Diogenes and the 
Biihops were fuddenly apprehended. Diogenes when in the Palace of Bldcherhds 
he was examined, threw himfelf down headlong from the Wall, rather than he 
would difeoverhis Friends, and was caft out unburied amongft fuch as laid violent 
hands on themfelves: The Biihops were fent away to the Emperour, and by hitn 
were difmifled- On the eight and twentieth of July, being Friday , a blazing 
Star was feen to traverfe the Heavens from South to North fo big and Alining, that 
Sie &Z i* flluftrated all the horizon. And a little after came News, that the Arabians had 
by the Arabi- made an Inrode into Mefopotamia as far as Melitence , that the Patztnacas had paf* 
ant > p fi ina ~ fed Ifter and invaded Myfia, and the Saracens, (Arabians they are alfo called, thefe 
«w> n which 4 * Names being ufed promiicuoufly, had'wafted all the Coafts of IByricum with Fire 
Jaft came fhort and Sword, and were got as far as Corcyra. Thelflue of thefe Difturbances was, 
home. rhat the two former forts of thefe Enemies having done what they came for, 
returned home unhurt, but the Saracens were forely beaten by the Inhabitants of 
Raguftum , and Ntcephorus the Son of Carahtems then Governour of Naupltum , 
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ind having loft the greater part of their Ships, as they returned, periflied by” 
Shipwreck in the Sicilian Sea. r J 

uSlt .,»>• This very year fo great a Famine and a Plague bothraged throughc./yta- 
ri-suc. « oaa , Vaphlagoma, Armenia and Honarias that the Inhabitants left their dwel¬ 
lings and fought out other Habitations, whom the Emperour meeting as he retur¬ 
ned from Mefanalta compofed them to go Home again furnilhing them with 
Money and other neceflaries; and they were much relieved by Michael the 
Bmiop of Ancyra who omitted nothing in his power for their fupport. On the 
Earthquake. hap P ened a te ™ ble Earthquake. On February the twenty 

eighth m the fame year another Comet appeared palling from the North 
toward the South with a Noife and cracking, and was feen till the fif- 
Tk r.. f .,, teenth of March, having as it were a Bow above it, in which Month alfo 
f OUt : c At the fame time the ■&*«** of Africk with 

the . T10 ? „ nd Ve ^. s a ^ d an in ^ nite Number of Seamen and Souldiers aboard 
the m i n r S ‘ F it[ \ pa ? Which Wnflorus Carantenus inga- 
ged, defeated them and fent five hundred bound in Fetters to the Emperour. 
This fame year George Maniaccs the Protofpatharian, who commanded the 
Coaits upon Euphrates, by corrupting Salamenes a Turk the Governour of Edeffa 
c rr ty of °T oena ' m it into his Hands, from which he fent a yearly Tribute 
1 A ?°I! ds rr° Con fl a »t iKO P le ' So profperous were the Affairs of Romanes 
abroad, whilft at Home Bafilius Durus his Sifters Husband who had been depri¬ 
ved of Ins fight by Conjlantine now Plotted againft his Life, though fince his 
coming to the Government he had conferred ort him the Dignity of MaziJler and 
otherwife been very kind to him ; for which he and his Wife were expelled the Ci- 
• ty Not long after the Emperour incouraged by the Revolt of the Ameras ofTri- 
pohs whom he fent with a confiderable Army into Syria, gave order to 
Teams a Protofpatharian to make War upon ^£gypt with his Fleet and invade the 

S&sr r r " ab0Ut which he did with fuch fuccefs that heXnk and 

who ,rnt many Veflels and returned loaden with very great Booty. In ali n- 
g?Mt n Booty tler Q v rt f rs the Arn ? s , or fortune of Romanus was as profperous though in 
great Booty. 0 „ e particular accompanied with a difcftre. One Alimusa Saracen, GovSnom 
of a Fort called Pere rip near tQ Babylon, delivered the place up to the Em- 
perour, but fent Ws Son to him expedting lie Ihould befides other gifts be 
fent back dignified by the Title of a Patritian. But it fo happened By rea- 
fon of the Indifpofmon of the Emperour that the young Man coming to 
-onftantinople was wholly negledted, and no notice taken of him, which foin- 
laged him that he returned to his Father and perfwaded him, if poflible to 
recover the Fort into his own Hands. This, by entring into a confedaracv 
with the Neighbouring Per fans, and through the carelefnefs of Nicolas 
Chryfehus a Bulgarian to whom the Cuftody of it had been committed he 
eafily did, and put to the Sword fix Thoufand Roman Souldiers that’then 
lay m Garnfon. Now Alimus thought himfelf fufficiently revenged, when 

_ . ^ A eg0 »*r S aPatritian bein g fent into thefe Parts with an 

£'/n,? J 'TL r f Romans and Roftans lays Siege to the Place, and with fuch ear- 

by them. 1 “ f onftanc J ^forces it, that he carries it by ftrength, and therein 

kd s both Alrnus and his Son. The News hereof was the more welcome at 
Court becaufe there it met with an addrefs made by Alda the Widow of 
George fomztime Regulus of the Abafgians, whereby file delivered up a very 
ftrong Caftle calld Anacuphe, for which Romanus invefted her Son Demetrius 
Another Vic with the Dignity of a Magifler. And much about the fame time Carantenus 

2SST ‘‘‘Tth™'EmpemS? 17 ° Wr flX hUndred ° f whom * ** bound 

■i . tbe J°y conceived for all this good fuccefs was not long after allayed 

Earthquake '“p- an Ea ? h<1Uak< : whi J h on the feventeenth day of February fore* 

ami Fam : ne aftlictcd the Cities of Syria. And fo great a famine followed throughout the 

“ ftth 55 l rea 5 n ° f T kitUdeS ° f L0CU f S which devoured aIi Fruits of fhe Earth! 
to be very ^fpecially m Cappadocia, Armenia and Paphlagonia that many of the inhabitants 
mercy full and Nveie forced to fell theur Children and to feek out new Habitations, of whom 

S& hls ™ UdeS T int ° r h ce \ The Emperour d ^ibuted three Nomifma’s to e- 
' man and commanded them to return home,whichby thistime they might 

5 °? b ^ aufe a , veben ? ent Wind had driven moft of the Locufts into the 

hfwhou 5 emS ll0 ?l° f 7 ,r lC - h \ v ;? re , a11 f covered with them. Now in a manner 
he wholly employed himfelf in Works of mercy and compaifion towards his Peo¬ 
ple. Such Hofpitals as had been ereded for Poor and difeafed People about Con¬ 
stantinople 
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flantinople and had been demolilhed by Earthquakes or dther ways he reedified for 
Romanus tIie £ am g He repaired the Aquedu&s by which Water was brought into the 
bvti* We City; his Wife fent him to another World in fuch cares and employments being bu- 
Zoc. fied, after this manner. When he firft arrived at the ltopenal Digmty,as Men tick¬ 

led with Honour are wont to doe, he flattered himfelf with hopes of many years, 
though he had then arrived at fixty,arid of Children therein to fucceed him, though K 0 ”™- 
his Wife was nothing lefs than fifty. So defirous he was of having a Son, that at the 
firft he very earneftly ufed all indeavours that way, Omitting no Ointments nor other 
meansto render himfelf lufty andher fit for conception. Hecaufed her to Wear cer¬ 
tain Gemms about her as made to believe them very efficacious for fecundity, lhe 
refufing nothing of this Nature but farther ufing Charms and Inchantments ; 
though all proved ineffe{ftual: which he perceiving, afterwards fcarcely ever co- 
habimd with her, brever made her a kind Vifit, being both by Nature and Age 
in himfelf little Prone fo carnal Imbracements. Some years ihe bore this humour 
though with much Regrets, but at length her luft and hatred ot him arole 
to fuch violence as to pra&ife againft his Life, being exafperated by a violent paf- 
fion lhe had conceived for another Perfon. Romanus had about him a certain 
Eunuch called John who had ferved him while he was yet a private Man, and af¬ 
ter his coming to the Empire had been preferred to great Employments. This John 
had four Brothers j Michael, Nicetas , Conjlantine and George, whereof the two later 
were Eunuchs as well as himfelf: Nicetas wasaftriplmgj but was come 

to Man’s Eftate, and a moft beautifull Perfon. Bothofthenodealt in Silver and 
Adulterated the Coin, as the other three had formerly ufed a Circulatory or ram- 

bll qf k i"L°by degrees procured for his Brothers accefs to the Emperour who 
- nvpfprrM them all and in particular made Michael Overfeer of the Pantheon, and 
^r n3 L!k hS Bedchamber. With him 2 m the Emprefiiftllmoft defperately 
MM. y. i ove a nd her luft being more and more inflamed by the daily fight of him, 
though fhe extremely hated John, yet could lhe not forbear to talk with him, 
and m herdifeourfe ftftl feek Occafion to ask queftions and fpeak of his Brother 
John being a crafty Man perceived by the great delight fhe took m talking of 
him how matters flood, and giving him notice thereof chargedIhim that it fhe 
applyed her felf any way familiarly to him, not to be foie and bafhfuU but enter¬ 
tain her with all the Carefles that Lovers are wont to doe, to the very laft pom^ 
which inftruiftions he fo obferved that from looks they proceeded todalhance, and 
Being very lay frequently together. As Courtiers are quick to Efpy, and the Women efpe- 
c!ofe toge- ciallv curious to pry and enquire into love matters, their entertainments how 
lher - private foever could not be concealed, but from the Court to the City became the 
difeourfe of all, and in every place ; the good old Emperour being the onely Man 
that was ignorant of it. At length from his Sifter Pnlchena , and fome others he 
received hints, which he onely made ufe of fo far as to ask Michael theque&ion. 

Vet fufpedted whether there was any fuch matter, and, when he denied it, to make him fwear, 
by Bsmanus. which he ^ donCj he thought he would not forfwear lumfelf, and thence 
concluded it a Calumny. Now for this perjury Michael was reported ftruck with 
a dreadfull difeafe, being at certain times feized with a Frenzy, a trembling and 
flaring with his Eyes, which Romanus beholding pitied the Man and was the more 
confined in his incredulity, concluding his Wife could take no pleafure in the 
convention of fomiferable a Creature, who was not capable either of loving or 
being beloved. Others faid that he knew very well what courfeof Life fhe led, 
but knowing her to be a moft lafcivious and infatiable Woman winked atwhat 
fhe pradtifed with Michael, left being hindfed from Ins imbracements ffie fhould 
proftitute her felf to more. However it was, fhe refolved to be rid of him, that 
who in a what fhe now enjoyed by ftealth and in fear ihe might openly andfecurely owi^ 
lhort timeaf- and f OJ . t ^ at purpofe is faidto have given him a flow working Poifbn which by 
ter i5 Poifon- . d ^ an r end G f him. The Symptoms Were a face much fwollen, and 

them. d f o e ^^ id the falling oft'of all his Hair, figns 

pregnant enough and of a violent fufpicion. Yet he continued Langmfhing tdl 
the fifteenth day of April, on which having according to the Cuftome made the 
Rozat, or paid Penfions to theSenatours, he went into a Bath and there by 
fome thereto appointed to make more fpeedy work of it was fluffed by holding 
his Head a fufficient time under Water, which done he was pulled thence and 
laid upon his Bed. He was fpeechlefs now but not quite deadband the Rumour 
being fpred that he was dying his Wife ran for hafte amongft the reft and made great 
Lamentation for her dear Husband, who caftingout of his Mouth fome^black 
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matter prefently departed the Wprld, after he had Reigned five years and fix 
Months in the lecond Indidlion. A. D. 1034. 1 ° bis Youth he appiyed himfeif 
to learning, and was well feen in Greek Authours and the knowledge of the Civil 
Laws, althouglvhe boafted himfeif much more knowing than he was. 

98. The lame Night when the office of Chrift’s Paflion was Sung, or the 
Service belonging to Good FridayAlexius the Patriarch was fent for to Court, 
as it were by Command of Romanus, whither being come he found the Empe- 
rour Dead, and Zoe in the Golden Room Royally furnifiied for fo worthy an oc¬ 
casion, produced Michael , and required him to Marry them together. The Pa¬ 
triarch amazed at the fuddennefs of the thing, was very backward, till John and 
ffie Bribed him by a prefent of fifty pounds to liimfelf, and as much to his Cler- 

Zoe and Mi- gy { by which overcome, he folemnized the Marriage. Zoe having thus intro- 
c d are' 1rry duced Michael the Paphlagonian (as for; diftfotftion he is ftyled from his Coun- 
Crowned.iuc- trey") both into lier Bed and Throne, therein purpofed toufe him but as a Drudge 
ceding r?- and Servant, and refolving to Govern her felf, took into the Court fuch Eu- 
Emplrc!! ,tlie nu<dl . s as h ad fcrved her Father. But ihe was much deceived through 
the induftry and craft of John her Husband’s Brother, who Efficiently under- 
ftanding her, and mindfull of Romanus his Fate, turn’d out all thefe Eunuchs, 
and removing from her all her moll: trufty Women, pur into their places his 
own Friends and Acquaintance,by which and other means he fo hamper’d her,that 
to her great grief Ihe could neither doe nor adt any thing, not fo much as go 
into the Bath without his knowledge and permiffion. Having thus fecured all m 
the Palace, he wrote Letters into all Provinces which fignified the Death of 
Romanus , and how by his Will and Determination. Michael had fucceededin the 
Empire and Marriage of Zoe. All Men feemed to be Efficiently pleafed with 
the change, and wilhed profperity to them, except Conjlantine Delajfenus the 
Patritian, who took it in moft high difdain that fo obfeure and ignoble a Fel¬ 
low ihould be fo preferred before Perfons of moft high Rank and Qiiality, of 
which at this time there were very many, John was much difturbed to hear 
how much he concerned himfeif, and refolved to draw him to their Party if 
pollible, employing one Ergodotes an Eunuch, a Man very able to infinuate any 
thing, to him for this purpofe, who offering him Oath for his Security, and re¬ 
quiring one from him for his Loyal deportment, was to bring him to the Empe- 
rour, wherethings Ihould be concluded and made up betwixt them, to their mu¬ 
tual fatisfadtion. In the mean time he made the Senate bis own by promoting alii 
the chiefeft of them and the leading men to places of Dignity and Revenue. And a- 
mongft the multitude as any be perceived to be in Capacity to doe mifehief by 
preferments he took off, and obliging fuch as were fit to doe fervice, made all the 
People fatisfied and at his Devotion. 

99. Bur all this notwithftanding our Writers obferve, that fuch tilings hap¬ 
pened at the very firft beginning asmanifeftly fliewed thefe deviceshow ever yet 

a terrible proiperoUs to have much difplealed Almighty God. For on Eajler day fell fuch 
ftorm of Hail. a terrible ftorm of Hail that it brake down Trees, Houfes and Churches in great 
numbers, and fo deftroyed the ftanding Corn that a great fcarcity thereupon fol- 
™* Comet ,owed ‘ A ” d on dle Lord ’ s da y following appeared fo great a Comet that with the 
light it call it obfeured all the Stars,and fome imagined the Sun was returning,though 
it was but the third hour of the night. And the Emperour was in a grievous man¬ 
ner tormented with his dillemper, which would not be overcome by any either 
fpiritual or temporal means that could be ufed : fome affirming he was poffelled, 
and thofe that judged moft favourably accounting it no better than a Frenzy or 
Lunatick Difeafe. Delajfenus was not fo eafily to be brought off by Ergodotes 
as they imagined, requiring greater caution than his bare Oath for his fecurity 
which given he fignified by a Meflenger ofhis own that he Ihould not refufe to come 
to Conjtantinople. To him then was lent one Conjlantine Phagitzes an Eunuch, the 
Emperour’s Countreyman, and confident with the wood faid to belong to the Crofs 
of Chrift, the Linen Cloath that had his Image upon it and the Epiftle which 
they believed he wrote to Augarus, with the Pfotureof the Blefled Virgin } by 
tlie Religious Opinion of which he was induced to accept of the Faith given him, 
and went with Del.ijfenus to the Court, where being honourably received, and digni¬ 
fied with the Title of Proconful, he was richly prefented and ordered to live at his 
eale in hisown Houfe near at hand. Now we are told a ftrange Story, how the Lo- 
rtJw-Ji* Cuf } s ' vI ? ich b y Wind were call upon the Shore of the Hellefpont, revived 
and did great mifchiel to the adjacent Countries, efpecially in rhe Province of 
Thrace for three years, which ended, they perilhed about Pergamus. 


too. But, 
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■ L ~ ,oo. But, Michael bearing oneiy the name, his Brother John exercifed all the 

power of an Emperour, by virtue whereof he made his other Brother Nicetas 
Governour of Antioch. Nicetas going thither to enter upon his Charge the 
Townfmen refufed to admit him,fearfull that he would with feventy punilh them lor 
having lately in a Tumult killed one Sallibas who with too much rigour had gather¬ 
ed the publick Revenue. At length upon promife of pardon and oblivion they 
opened their Gates and received him, but when he had got poffeffion without any 
regard to his promife he caufed about an hundred Perfons to be beheaded and fan¬ 
ned upon Poles, and fent eleven ofthe principal Citizens all ofgreat Nobility (of 
whom Elpidius a Patritian was the chief) bound to Conftantmople, havingconfi- 
fcated their Eftates : and he wrote to his Brother?^* that the Gates had been 
ffiut aaainft him not becaufe of the Murther of Salihas but out of their Inclinations 
X.O Delajfenus. He being formerly in fufpicion. Credit was eafily given to this 
Eggeftion and being brought before the Emperour on the third day of Auguft, in 
the fecond inditfion, he was condemned to Bamlhmentin thelfian dProta, againft 
which breach of Faith .Conjlantznus Ducas his Son-in-Law proclaiming and pro- 
telling, was for his Pains caft Prifoner into a Tower. The Eftates of three very 
eminent and rich Men in Ajia the lefs were upon this pretence feized and affigned 
over to Conjlantine the Emperour’s Brother. And Simeon the Protoveftzarzusom 
of Conflantine the Emperour’s Minifters for difapprovmg thole proceedings as inju¬ 
rious and Breaches of Faith was expelled both from Court and City, and made a 
4ft Earth Monk at Olympus in a Monaftery of his own founding. This fame year for forty 
quake in the days together the Eaftern parts were terrified with an Earthquake by which many 
if and a M a n pe ° iftie d at Jerufalem , befides the ruine of Houfes and Churches. In theln- 
Senin the ,re didtion following and the Month of September* Pillar of Fire appeared toward the . 

Air at which £ a ft with its Head inclining Southward. And at the fame time the Saracens took 
time the Ro- j^ yraancl thofeof Berrcea caft out the Governour whom the Emperour had fent 
SST 3 T to them: Pancratius the Ahafgian to revenge the caufe of Romanus his Wives Uncle 
fides are in- Broke the Lea gu e and recovered Ech Caftles and Forts as had formerly been in the 
fcfted * hands of the Emperours: moreover the Patzinacx having palled TJler wafted all 
Myfia as far as Thejfalonica j ind the Saracens of Africk by their Fleets, not a lit¬ 
tle indamaged the Iflands Cyclades. • ■ * , 

101 Thefe matters were of very great confequence, but feemed nothing to John 7 o^S\^t 
the Governour of Orphans, as he is fly Led,who ruled all, in comparifon of the dangers 
which at home threatened them from Delajfenus , whom imagining he would ne¬ 
ver fecurely enough keep, from the Ifland he removed him to a Tower, and that 
kept with a very llrong Guard : and George Maniaces Tie removed from Edejfa , 
and made him Governour of the upper Media qr Afpracania, to prevent the growth 
ofintereft by favour and intelligence, fending tofucceed him one Leo Lependrenus. 

Nicetas Ihortly after dying in his Government of Antioch, he would mtruft none 
with it but Conjlantine the other Brother, and now did he promote to the place 
of Protovejliarius him that oneiy remained of the reft, for Simeon as we faid had 
taken upon him the monaftical courfe of Life. To make the Government of Con- 
fiantine more acceptable to thofe of Antioch, tlieir-fellow Citizens were releafed out 
of Prifon,and the Emperour farther to eilablifli the intereftof his Family or ra¬ 
ther to gratifie the folicitude of his Brother, who feeing him fo fickly was a- 
fraid if he died both he and his Family Ihould be deftroyed by the Em- 
prefs, promoted Michael the Son of his Sifter Mary to the Dignity of Cafar. 

> .., . He attended now little but matters of Devotion bewailing to his laft hour 

promt the Murther of Romanus, for which he thought to appeafe Almighty God by 

red to the QC j \\r or ks and Liberality to the Poor, the building of Monafteries and o- 
?l 8 . n Xptther things which that Age eftcemed the moft valuable. But as our wri- 
rour being fgrs obferve they profited him nothing- Indeed had he made Rehgnation 01 
very Sickly. ^ ^ g 0tten Empire which occafioned his Sin, had he put the Adulterefe 
away which had provoked him, and in a private condition deplored his Crimes, 
they might liave been Teftimonies of his Repentance. But he ltill ufed the 
Company. of Zoe and thought of parting with his Soul as much as the 
Empire Out of ill gotten goods he made a Ihew of Liberality and yet 
vainly imagined he thereby expiated his former faults, and purchafed pardon 
by the puries of other Men, the publick Revenue. 

The Saracens i 0 z. This fame year in the Month of May did the Saracens of Africk and 
v-f-lr'd Sicily infeft the Cyclades and the maritime Coafls of Thrace with their Incurfions, 
ting ,he c> but the Governours fo attended their motions that moft of.them came Ihort home, 
eludes are for- £ ve hundred being fent alive to the Emperour and were faftned upon Poles 

ced to make 0 all 

Peace. 
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ail along the Coaft from Atramytium to Strobelus. This fo humbled the Ameras 
of Sicily, that he eafily admitted of Peace which John offered him by one George 
Probata,, who was fent Ambafladour for this purpofe. The Ameras whofeName 
was Apolaphar Muchumet, was honoured with the Title of Magifter, and Leino- 
attached by his Brother Apochapfus, ferit to the Emperour for afliftence, accord 
ding to the Conditions of the League made betwixt them. To reprefs Apo¬ 
chapfus therefore Geuorge Maniaces was lent into Lomlardyy together with Stephen 
a Patritian the Husband of the Emperour’s Sifter, and Commander of the Fleet, 
and Ccn(lantine ChageSy who governed the Cibyrreotat, gave the Saracens a no- 
table defeat at Sea. In Winter happened a mighty Froft, which incouraged the 
hauls’ Pxtzinacat to pafs the River IJlery and to harafs Myfia and Thrace , as far as to 
My[ii and Macedonia, and in Summer following vaft quantities pf Locufts did much da- 

Thrace. mage to the fruits of thefe Countries. No fewer times than thrice in one year, 

did that People make Inrodes into the Territories of the Empire, where they 
deftroyed all filings in their way, and tortured all Perfons to death they took 
without any refpe<ft had to Sex or Age, amongft whom were five Officers of 
Eminence. But it fell out well for the Empire, that much about the fame time, 
Nojifthlabus and Hieroflhlabus, two Princes of the Roffians died; and Servia, 
which after the Death of Romanus had call off the Yoke, was now again in 
the third year of Michael recover’d to it. And the publick fatisfa&ion for thefa 
things was no whit leflened by what happened in ^gypt, the Amermumnes 
a Truce for Whereof being dead, his Wife imbracing Chriftian Religion, together with her 
brn^xr e /£%tt ^ on °^ rec * t0 ma ke a Peace with the Romans y with whole defires Michael fo far 
and tile i\ol complied as to grant a Truce for thirty years. 

mam. 103. The year following happened three feveral Earthquakes, whereof one 

Three feveral was very terrible. The Saracens of Mejopotamiay uniting themfelves laid fiege 
The SiSh to Eele &h which could not poflibly have efcaped their Hands, but that Conjlan- 
Of Mefepota- tine the Emperour’s Brother, fent timely Succours from Antiochy for which Care 
v ”p. h l Siegc and Jnduftry he was rewarded with the Office of Domeftick of the Schools of 
Ivhich is relic. thc EafE The Summer was fo dry, that no Rain fell for fix Months together, 
ved. for removal of which Judgment, Proceflions and Supplications were made, but 

a Drought, nothing fell from Heaven but a great ftorm of Hail which did great mifehief 
to Trees, and damage to the Tiles of Houfes. A Great fcarcity hereupon fol¬ 
lowing at Confiantinopley John procured Corn out of Peloponnefus and Greece, 
much to thc Relief of the Citizens. In the mean while the two Saracen Bro¬ 
thers in Sicily, whom we lately mentioned, making War upon each other, Apo- 
ebapfas who feemed to decline, craved afliftence of the Ameras of Africk , who 
fent it on this Condition to have part of the Ifland afligned him, and jointly 
they defeated Apolaphar, Maniaces not yet being arrived with his Auxiliaries. 
Apolaphar hereupon betook himfelf to Leo Opus the Governour of Lombardy, 
w ho with fuch force as the lhortnefs of the time would give him leave to raile, 
palled over into Sicily, where he grapled with the Ameras of Africk, arid re- 
prefled him, but the two Brothers beginning to look towards an Agreement, 
left ftrangers Ihould deprive them of what they ftrugled for, and to plot a- 
gainft the Romans, he returned into Italy, and gave Scope to the Ameras to re¬ 
new his Hoftilities, which he did with all freedom, much to the lofs of the 
Earthquake. Iflandcrs * In . tlie following year on the fecond of November, another Earthquake 
And a Famine happened which lafted till January. And a great Famine followed throughout 
inT/ Ji; .ice,Mz- Thrace, Macedonia, and all thefe Quarters as far as Thejfaly, whereat the Bilhop of 
t heffaiy. Theffalonica taking advantage, and refufing to pay to his Clerks, both what he 

ought and what he was able to difeharge, was caught, notwithftanding all his 
cunning by the Emperour. Being convidt of Perjury ( in fwearing he had but 
thirty Pounds, though he was found to have three and thirty Centenaries of Gold 
in ready money ail this Wealth wasfeifed to the ule of his Creditours and the 
Poor, and he w as turned out of his Biflioprick, of the Revenues whereof fo much 
onely was affigned him, as was convenient for his maintenance. 

104. Now did Pancratius Prince of Abafgia, make War upon Jafitas Prince of 
the upper Iberia, whom the Emperour being obliged to fuccour, John fent a- 
gainft the Aggreflour his Brother Conflantine, Domeftick of the Schools with 
all the Forces belonging to the Eaft, yet fupported by a promife, that Delajfc- 
nus Ihould with him be lent as Councellour and Afiiftant, which being not per¬ 
formed ( fo great a Jealoufie was had of the Man ) his Courage and Condudf 
failed him, and he returned home without having any thing performed. At this 
time 2 ,oe the Emprefs indeavoured to poifon John, which w'as difcovered,and hepu- 
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- nidi in ct fufficientlv the Confpiratours had a nearer regard both to her,.and his 
own prefervationAve muft not forget ( though our Authours feem to have^done 
it all this while J that George Maniaces arriving in Sicily, to anfwer the requeft of 

hfj^rft&nd^hetwo Broths 

iointlv made War again ft him, procuring out of Africk a great Power ot Men 
for hi wofc Alainft thefe Africa he hadfuchfucafs. thataBrookisre- 
ported to have reclived a Tinflure from their Bloud, and animated, rf not 
hv this Succels he prefently brought under thirteen Towns* and by 
De^S conquered the whole liiand. At the fame time in the Eaft matterswae 
to!a B Srent q poft«e, where EJ'Ja efcaped 

vwed and they . .Live t h ou f a nd of armed Men. The pretence was that the Camels bore 

— parents fent tothe Emperonr. but the Defign was to getthe atm«l^bnmto, he 

Caftle, and fo to makefureof the Sentinels, as tto matter * 

Parasbatzes the Governour kindly entertained the twelvoPerfons^ 

would not admit the Horfemen or Gamek int 0 

fo fortunate that the Confpiracy \vas difeovered by an - Armenian ^eggar,wno 
overheard one of thofe in the Boxes, difcourfirig and asking ^ 
they were. The Governour fecretly admoriifhed by him to look to himfelf, left 
his Guefts at their Feaft, and with afufficient Numberof Men gomg ouT of the 
Town pull’d the Saracens out of their Nefts, and killed them in the Place.. This 
Joneheieturned to his Company, the laft courfe of whqfe entertainment was^of 
the fame fort- for he kill’d them all, except one of th^ chief, whom having de¬ 
prived of Hands, Earsand Nofe, in that Condition he fent . him to make relation 

of their Succefs to his Countreymen. . . . w .... t.j. 

IO c. In the mean time John who managed all things,. was fo in love with his 
Power and Domtnation,that his Jealoufie and Fear toftoofe it, gave him but little 
quiet and contentment. His fear of Delafenus was groWh to-fa great ^fuTp^that 
fie not onely broke his promife with his Brother, in fending him his afiiftant: a- 
sainft the Abafgian, left he improve any advantage put into his Hands,- but 
thinking him too dangerous in the private Condition,as j he: was, refolvedto deprive 
him of"all Helpers and Abettours, and for that purpofe fent mto Bamfhment his 
two Brothers, and all his other Relations, being very defirous to rid himfelf 
of his whole Family. He was very cunning in his Contrivances, and not wan¬ 
ting to exercife his Wits for the hoarding up of Treafme, the ufual Ihimour of 
Men of his Condition. No means he omitted, how indirect and unjuftToever to 
accomplifh this end. He raifed the publick Revenue by greater Iropo fi tions upon 
Land, and other Courfes unworthy asour Authours tell us to be related. In the mean 
TheEmpe- ■ ^is Brother the Emperour,was vexed more than ever With hisDifeafe,which not- 

inc^fe^'bf withftanding aUhis Almsand A(fts of Charity increafed,and wasmoreexafperated 
acceifionof a by accellion of a Dropfie. At the fame time his People were difturbed by aJmoft 
Dr<?pfie - continual Earthquakes,by one of which Smirna was made a 

in fome provinces the Quinzy raged fo much,that the living fcarcely fufficed tobury 
the Dead. In Sicily, the War renewed by the Ameras of Carthage againft Mani¬ 
aces, who watching his opportunity fell upon him with^ 
ecution, that few of his Men efcaped with their Lives -and_ he himfelf got a- 
way ina little boat into Africk. Maniaces to prevent^is flight,in cafe he Ihould be 
defeated,had before the ingagement given order to Stephen the Commander of the 
Fleet, andBrother-in-Lawto the Emperour, to hover about the Coafts and in¬ 
tercept him; but through his Carelefnefs he efcaped. : This (o far inraged Mania¬ 
ces, and tranfperted him, that: aftborias he faw him he reviled him, and to fe- 
vere words added as fowre blows, which he gave him on the Head with a Gud- 
ael This Stephen received with fo great Indignation, mat to be revenged 
fie wrote to John, and accufed him of plotting againft the Emperour, to which 
his jealous Pate fo far gave credit, that he ordered hirn to be fent Prifoner to 
Conti antinople, where he was eaft into clofe Prifon, together with Bafiltus Theodo- 
rocranus a Patritian. The command of Sicily was given to Stephen, jorntly with 
The T-nc r v '.BafiHus Pedradites an Eunuch, who fo ordered their matters, that m a ihort 
? (pace by their Rapacity, aid negligence they brought aU to nothing. It war 
wholly over- ]tf an i aces his courle when he took any confiderable Place, there to build a Fort 
punhy the^- . the People in obedience. Now the People perceiving the Carelefs hu- 
TSSSn* mour of the two new Commanders, and provoked by their Kxadtions, privily 

excepted. Si k k pf 
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procured fome Men to be fent over from Carthage , and failing upon 
thefe Forts, took them ail-with all the confiderable Towns in the Ifland ,Me/and 
excepted, which was held by Catacalo Ambujlus a Protofpatharian , and Captain of 
the Armenian Legion, with three hundred Horfe and five hundred Foot. To Mef- 
fana now they lay fiege, all that are capable of bearing Arms, being forced into 
the Field j Stephen and Pediates being fled into Lombardy. 

*o 6. For three days together Catacalo Ihut himfelf ciofe up, and thereby caufed 
the Saracens to believe, him fearfull, and to defpair of any way efcaping the dan- 
To which the8 er * They as fully fecure and judging no otherwife, than that they had him as 
Saracens lay. fure as & Bird an a Net, negle&ed all Difcipline, ftragling up and down, malting 
by s a ^ddeT a « d g ivin S U P themfelves to all Jollity and Drunkennefs. On the fourth 

Sally cut off. day which was Whitfunday , he having finifhed his Devotions, took the advantage 
offered<hira, an«J about Dinner time made a brisk Sally upon them, wherein firft 
making to the Tent of Apokphar their Commander, he killed him as he was 
drunk, and then made vaft Slaughter of the ordinary fort, fo as all the Countrey 
wasdveripread with dead Bodies, fo utiexpe&ed was the Onfet: And incredible 
Wealth the Souldiers got in the rifling of the Camp. To leave all Sicily nowin 
, the Hands of the Saracens , Mejfana excepted, and to return into the Eaft, we find 
Emi^rorfixed Michael the Emperour at Thejfalonica, , fixed at the Tomb of Demetrius the Mar¬ 
at the Tomb tyr, by whofe means he hoped to be freed from hisDifeafe, and thence would he 
°JP ™ n< * ftir withouc „ abfolute neceffity compelled him, negledtingaU Affairs of State 
therexer,cifing which were caft upon the Shoulders of John his Brother. And.never did man 
great Cruel- manage them more to the difquiet and difcontent of the Subjeft, whom he op- 
tlt3 ‘ preffed by all ways and Methods he could, with whofe cruel Adions other fad Ac¬ 

cidents joyning, made them very miferable. For Earthquakes and violent Storms 
of Wind.and Rain forely diftrefied them, yet with this little comfort, that to¬ 
gether with the Comets which frequently appeared, they feemed to predi<ft the 
impending Fate of the Tyrants. Their Sifter Mary the Mother of Caspar as fen- 
fible of what was coming, having in a Journey to Ephefus obferved feveral A<fts 
of Injuftice and Oppreflion, thereof certified John , and was earned with him to 
prevent fuch things for the time to come, for which flie was much derided, he 
calling her Fool, telling her fhe talk’d like a Woman, and underftood not what 
belonged to Government. But while he thus pleafed himfelf in his Craft of 
governing, a thing fell out which much difturbed both his Brother and him. To 
defray his Expenfes at Thejfalonica , John put ten Centenaries of Gold aboard a 
Veflel, which by a Tempeft was fplit upon the Coaft of IUyricum , and Stephen 
Boifthlabus^ Prince of Serbia (or Seruia) who had lately made his efcape from 
Covftantinvfle , and turning out thence Tbeophilus Eroticus , had made himfelf Ma¬ 
iler of that Countrey, feizedthe Money to his own ufe. 

107. The Emperour when he underftood that he had his Money, lent and made 
demand of it, threatning to recover it by force if fair words would not prevail, 

Stephen flighted the Threats, whereupon to make them good, George Probatas an 
Eunuch was fent with an Army, but by his Jndifcretion and want of Conduct 
the Defign mifcarried, and having loft well nigh all his men in Straits and im- 
H paflable places, he himfelf efcaped with great difficulty. In the very fame year 
™ rev"*' the Bul & ar J a »s revolted upon this occafion. One Petrus Deleanus a Bulgarian,, the Cedreno a 5 - 
chufing De- Servant of a Citizen of Conflantinople running away from his Matter, in all places 
Wfor as far as Morabus and Belegrade (Caftles of Panmnia, faith our Authour, beyond^ ^ ‘ 

* f P er > and bordering upon the Territories of the Turks') gave out that he was the 
natural Son of Romanus and Nephew of Samuel , by which he fo moved the Bulga¬ 
rian Nation, which having lately fubmitted unto the Yoke, was now again impa¬ 
tient of Servitude, that in Naijfus and Scupia, the principal Towns, afwell as 
elfewhere, he was with lucky Acclamations proclaimed and owned as. King; and 
as a Sacrifice to this new Idol the Romans were butchered whereever they*were 
met with. As loon as this was known to Bafilius Synademus the Governour of 
Dyrrachium , he judging it was thebeft way to fupprefs the mifchief in the begin¬ 
ning, marched out with all the Forces of the Garrifon againft Deleanus , but co- 
ming to a place called Debra, a Quarrel fell out betwixt him and a certain Tri¬ 
bune in the Army, who taking the effectual way to ruine powerful! and popu¬ 
lar men, accufed him to the Emperour of Treafon, whereupon he was turn’d out 
of Command, and clapt up ciofe Prifoner at Thejfalonica. The Tribune by Name 
Michael Dermocaitas could not for his good Service and Zeal receive a letter Re¬ 
ward than the Command of the Malefiuftour, which he managed fo extremely 
ill, that the People inraged by his Cruel Exa&ions, rofe up againft him as one 

« man, 

* 
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habitants 0" driven faim out of Town, and knowing.how fhe matter Would 

Dyrrachium be refented by the Emperour, openly revolted, making choice for their King one 

chomere. dence”**™ * ^ ouc ^ er amon gft them of good note both: for Valour and^Pru- 

108. Now were there two Kings, and confequently twcf great Fatftions ill 
Bulgana, whereof when neither feemed able to prevail againft the other by 
force by cunning and flight the matter was eafily effected, Deleanus wrote 
kind Letters to the other, inviting him to partake of the Sovereignty and la 
counterfeited a contented and felf-denying Perfon, that he prevailed°with Teicho- 
™d”^d re ‘ mere ' to cometo him and jom their Forces together. Having now gotten a con- 
flain by the S ? uld iers together, and defired S them that if 

Wiles of De- they beheved him to be defcended from Samuel , and were fatisfied in their 

“eL ^fZr°Lfc wouldremove TMmest, oriffuch 

Bulgaria. ' „ pkafure he would willingly furrender his Intereft to him, forafmuch 

nrnrWd TtfPa* th ° USht ’ that Bulgaria could bear two Kings together. This 

Sierhoil great f ont f ft amon S ft the Soutdiers, which ended yet in 

t ^ {} cho 5 e . Deleanus to be their King, and the ftoning to death of the un- 

irmttlwardsfe 7 ^ ° f ^ Kin S dom without a 

Th'/Taionic*. ^ f*?™ 7 prefentl y towards Thejfalonica againft the Emperour, who 

COmin ^ i Ut a , confufed manner away to Conjlantindple, 
Take, one ^f^ hSSSJ- Treafury behindto be brought after him by Manuel 

chium . and f pf. on ® of llls Domefticks, who carried it over to Deleanus. This Upftart 
molt part of fo diligently managed his matters, that by Forces fent under Conduflt of onp 

T d dirpatchedanothe^Army^nder 

Command °f one Anthimus. So much he profpered in his Enterprize; that the 
Province of Ntcopohs, all except Naupattus gave up it felf- into his Hands be¬ 
ing impatient of the Domination of John, whofe P moft crhd and e^iSng Of¬ 
ficer they cut into pieces, and caft off the Yoke of Obedience. When*f?l 'filius 
conquered £ »lg* r ™> be made no alteration as to Taxes, but contented himfelf 
with what had been paidto Samuel in kind, in this proportion, that Whoever 
ftfi w?„, e 5 .?““ ff‘t a ^.fure Of. Wheat, another of ^&i a„Ja Ve& 
feL of Wine to the publick. This John had changed into ready money which 
.or- they otMcopoh took fo very ill, that taking their opportunity they Revolted 

“KSnfv j ° lI i. ed ^ rnfelra n'? th AefCbnntteymeZ At this 
punifhed. time a great Confpiracy was hatched againft the Emperour by Michael Cerula- 
rzus, John Macrempoltta, and many others, which being detected they were ba-' 
ndhed, and their Eftatesfeized. And againft Conjlantine-the*great Domeftick a 
Mutiny was^railed at Mefanadce, for wffich MichLcdbra^ TieMus Jtekn V %? 
and other Centurions loft their Eyes.- And Gregory ^S fpaS? the 
Principal contmer w as covered with a raw Hide 111 over, but whereffbace wS 
. _ ^ or k rea ^ an d fight,^ and in that maimer fent up to John td ‘ConjlantiHdple 

iffiSP theSondtnofV^^V^ M ° mh ° f hePffitian, 

riant ’ £ t-i S j Aa [°Z- ,^ ften mejltlGn ed, and Governour of Theodofople 

nffnm? hunf elf to Deleanus upon this occairon. - Being ! a< 4 J'ed' 
P^eedmgs, the Emperour or rather his Brother was fd iircetifed 
againft him, that before his Caufe could be heard, he was forbidden thb Cotfiff^ 1 

of himFif^ EZ* Jl v iti V f r l T e * 

vLv h^nljfMirwr^ ° f G u d L whlch vexed him riioft: mok frdffi him'a 
y er ^ j^ eautlfu11 Woman, which he kept m theGountreV" 5 ‘flirik hot^Ble bV all 
his folicitation to procurea redrefs of -thefe"^ grievances-^BeSwffiffl 

^L a whe^nf/M r a f u erV i a “ t ° f got iiirdilcqyefed 1 to : 

• . . . •* * h?re Deleanus then lying with an Army, very joyfully received Him in 

Coiiegue 6 andTntereft In fl j{? CiencJyl fenIlbIe how defpicable both his dbunterferc'^bn 

witb Deleanus. 2 ™^“.i 1 P rove a t the appearance ofbiie df the trtib My, 

b ?^ ercei ^ in ^^ t ! ie Souldiers out of refpea to his Eiqeageto bear him 1 Heartv- 
vfrefgnt^ of ^I ^ er « was ^ wayf but to offeflfirh to Ihare^n 
n«eignty of the Countrey. Alujianus was wifer thaffbd uegledl: fo five k be^n- 
BefiegesT hef- Men h ^. Collegue Was prefently *ftnt with forty fhdulnd 

falonfca. * ^- Thejfalonica, which then Was held by • Conftantine the Patritian ; fhe 

Emperours Kmlrnan, who fo manfully defended himfelf that AluSXlfml 
But a, beaten no other ^"Sjoes attacked'it for ( fix Days'togefhfer^ perceive thbre w J 

and hi. Army , tner Courfc to be taken, but to ftarve tliem out. But the Defendants re- 

IOUtC forceef Him^r^T 6 ^ 8 made a General and unexpedted Sally,'and 

forced him to raife h,s Siege with .fuch lofs, that fifteen thoufand of Ws Mfen Se 

Kkk * faid 
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afcribecfto lla’int Demetrius vtheMartyr,. whom fome of the Bulgarians fwore 
they faw fighting, 1 && s.jrbung Man at the. Head of the Roman Troops, and de- 
ftroyirig thofe againft whom he fought by Fire which proceeded from him, fo 
powerfuli had been the Prayers of the befieged at his: Sepulchre, and efficacious 
the Ointment proceeding from his Tomb. . ;i / 

no. This-defeat of Aluftanus y increafed the Jealouftes already conceived be¬ 
twixt him and Dele anus ^ and ripened their Hatred ahcl: Defigns ; for Deleanus 
would’notbe convinced but it was out of Treachery^ and the other was ren¬ 
ewed more peeviih and out of humour by the apprehenfion of his Malice, and 
of the difgracehe had received by the overthrow. Now they thouglit of no¬ 
thing, but how to circumvent and deftroy each other, nor plotted any thing but 
Ahifunu: cir- how to get advantages to doe it. But Alufianus was before-hand with his Col- 
cumvtmsDe- j e g Ue) whom having invited to a Feaft, when he was drunk he caufed his Eyes 
turns ro n the re * to lie put out, and not trolling to his own Intereftor the Humour of the Bui - 
Emperour. garians , then fent to the Emperour and offered to return to his obedience, pro¬ 
vided, he might be accepted, and receive rewards due to his Loyalty,' which 
was granted, and he repaired to Michaefthm lying at Mofynopolis, who conferred 
on him the Dignity of Magifler, and to make fure of him lent him to his Bro¬ 
ther John to Conftantinople. Michael was before this refolved in Perfon, to make 
an expedition into Bulgaria^ upon hearing that that Province had revolted, ha¬ 
ving this faying frequently in his Mouth, that It tvas a Jkante for him who had 
added nothing to the Empire , to lofe any Portion of it. The Dropfie had already 
fo far prevailed, that he was advifed by thofe about him to altar his 
purpofe, which was farther urged by the Principal Senatours, but he by this 
oppofition was the more quickened to undertake the Journey. And when 
on a certain Night He feemed overpowered by his Difeafe, and no hope there 
was , that he could proceed in his-March the following day, to the great 
who marches wonder of all Men he was in the Morning feen at the Head of his Men, and 
towards Bui- ver y ftoufly led on into Bulgaria. , where defigning to fell; upon the Revolters, 
g * n4 ' and reduce them by force, this opportunity was .prefented of getting the Vi<fro- 
ry without fighting. For of their, two Pririces, the one being depoled r and the 
other revolted, the Bulgarians without an Head, and here and there difperfed, 
very eafily returned to obedience. Deleanus having got into his Hands, he fent 
Reducing it to Thejfalonica. Then piercing into the more Inner Parts of the Countrey, he 
, retur°ns e ?n enCC came to the wooden. Rampart (made formerly by Manuel Ibatzes at Frilapus, to 
Triumph to reflrain tile Emperourstncurfions, but this he broke down, and having diffipa- 
ConjUntino- tec j f ome . Bulgaria^l'wKo beganto, unite tHemfelves, he took Ibatzes, with whom 
p e ' and Deleanus he returned in Triumph to Conftantinople. Having done this work, 

arid perceiving hi; time to be but fhort by the prevalence of his Difeafe, he 
call ofFill. CareSjdf $tafe, and forfaking the Palace, betook himfelf to a Mo- 
naflery of. his own building, and there putting off = the Purple and all Enfigns 
Is {haven. of Majefty, was fKaven for a Monk. He gave himfelf up to Religious- Exercifes, 
fr$bUy.'.refilling to admit the Emprefs to. his prefence, , and perpetually bewailed 
His Siris ? ^fpecially die-Murtherof Bomnm the Emperour, till fuch time as his 
Die*. Dropfie opprefied/liis Vitais, which; wasj op, the tenth Day . of December , in the 

«Tenm]jQdji<^ioiij- after hejia^ Rsig^ fevenfi years and eight Months} or therea- 
bbqte. ' Jfle of himfelf wa$ mUd enough m his Government, though theoontrary 
HumpurVof his Brothers made his Rf ign-be ill fpoken ,of. The 1 onely Criine 
Ijild to his Chane ls,, that about Romanes his death ; . which 1 yet moft afcribe 
ipore, to.fiis Brother than him. .. A - . 

The Empire i x iV By the death of Michael the Empire was again devolved up&tf as 
devolved by fi^editary right. Michael firnamed Calaphates hifc:Nephewby his Siller, the 
upon \oe. tyifc of Stephen, 'who ordered matters , 1 b .fil in Sicily,-, .was ias. we fatid- promoted 
byKimtothe Dtgmiy .c£.]Cafar., Ycpafterwatd, as if herepehted r of-^yhat he 1 
had'dbne, fre'was oi^eclto five out; of Constantinople,, and forbkfclefl to come 
to.: Court without j ficeijce" firft obtained, But when Michael was .gone 'i»tt>. the 
MeflaAcry, his Bfbfiherewrbte Letters as in the Emperouc’s Nam^; wherebyldie 
was recalled, into, the Palace, but hisyncfe John gave.him his Lefleri, wh&h Was 
by ali, means to pleafe^ and doe nothing without :her approbations Thus 
iriffru&ed, they brihg him.intb Her; Prefence, , where- he Jails down at* heb Feet/ 
and putting her in mindJiow lhe hadadopted him for her Son, at the time of 
his Advancement to the Title of Ccefar } %^ ingage moft folemnly. to her* that ' 
upon the Death of .his Uncle he fhotild oaely enjoy , the Name of Emperour, 

but 
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\a and the reft ran awav with him to 'Detenus, the Viftory being 
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but file all the Power, whom as a Slave bought with money i ^ wo ^ to ,^ h ^ 

Ladv and Patronefs, he would obferve and obey to the utmoft. She Hemg^of 
herfelf very eafie, and finding the bufinefs of Government mote troublelome 
than fhe had imagined, after three days deliberation complied with them, and 

..... 

{’IXhe*®Si “fS 

taken ’with fucha Vertigo and Miff before-his Eyes, that hj ^like to have fain 
into a fwoun and with Ointments and Perfumes, could 1 hardly be recovered. 

But thus did’ Michael Calaphates , the fifth of thatName, become Emperour of 

aSreSsSS?. 

Command, and confined him to his Houfe, as fhe did alfo George the Pntove- 
» i* obfenred ofthe Rrignof Michael, that during its continuance, there 

ind Lips never agreeing: In adverfity moft bale and fervile, and born to pu- 
niffi the P Crimes of his Uncle jM>», and to procure the Ruine of all his Family. 

Fot fome time however his Unde hail been outed by the Emprefe, y e t hf u f g 
his advice, gave him. great Titles and moft fair words; but either co oleafe the 
Emprefs, or rather to.gratifie his own Humour by degrees, bore himf* tohm 
after a quite contraryYalhion ; being fo far from givmg himanyrefpea. thathe 
n . f . . took all^octafioos toxrofs and to aflSont him, Theonely Perfon of h.s Kindred 
,^d^»s B ilI to whom he bore any refpeift was his Uncle Ccftmae ^ 

ail hb own w ; r h “Zoe tohave recalled from his Confinement : on him he conferred tneTitle 
Reiatiom. ' V f l fjf hi u(fmus, and would have him near him, filtering him to affront his Bro¬ 
ther “loin in his Prefence without ally reprehenfiort, which caufed John to de¬ 
part at a good diftanee from the City. Hereupon Michael broke out mto open 
Enmity againft him. Hehad formerly fentfor him to Comt, but when he was 
fo onpurpofe abfentcd himfelf at- theTheatre, to behold the Cirecafim 

Now aSin he fent a Gaily for him to give an account of his proud 
Carriage andwhen he was come near the Palace^ ordered lum tabe carried a- 
wav imo Bahilhment: And thus He rewarded him, by whofe Craft and Defign 
hehad - both received-the Dignity of Casfar, and the Imperial Power, paving 
thus removed him,: he dealt no better with his other Relations, many ofwhciin 
not onelv menin Size, but bearded hy reafon of their Age, nay both Husbands 
and Fathers he caufed to be gelded, and made Eunuchs. He had nmv obtai¬ 
ned the Conqueft oVer his own Kindred, but another Triumph remained* which 
mtufted San Herculean pains. This was to. reduce- the Emprefe 
private Life, and this he refolved upon by the advice and affiftence of his Uncle 

^n^firft a^^^ adoptive 3 Son caufes odd rumours- to be fpread 
ffay our^ Authoursf againft^^his moft Noble Mother, reporting.; her^^ f 
many Gfimes, particulady of witchoaft and forcery, and that lhe^Rotted^to 
a rfcwnr™ take^awav his Lifei .. Having ; thus made his-way he- cafts her out of the Courts 
baniihes her into the Princes Aland, caufes one who had fo well 
P rcfs - him to beiJhaven, arid inftead of the Purple which had defeended to her from 

wSulW Anceftottrs,:to(puton the Habit- of a Nun.- Cedredus wntesthat 
before' hw diJthisihecrefOlvM to try how the affaftions of the CitEens of^w- 

flantmple flood, after this manner; The^next Lords day after^^er tew* 
dered-affoleitm Proctjffion xo be made to the Church of the Apofle^in^hich 
hb appeared with his Diadem on his Head, and waited on by all the Senate. 

All the People - ran to the lhew,. and thofe that lived in the greets through 
^hieft he mffed- from die Palace; adorned die Walls and Windows of their 

Houfes/i as :is uffiaU with the beftiand.rk^ft HMgmgs the^had to Grace the 

SolSnffiw,. and w«e not wanting to follow him with ufuai Aeckmanons. 

This thb^vak and raiferable Mancondi&ied to proceed from thdir rntm^af- 
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fe&ion to him,, and in the night following put his devir#* ; n • , 

manner formerly related. “ The dav fnllrvLmrr v, e /-j P ra( ^{ ce m the 

J3&SWSM 

tumult arifes u monglt the multitude was heard to fay. We will not have £ aU ml r a l! 
in the City of pliates for our Emperour but wr mi// nloM v „,', otauropta CaJa- 

Conft.iv.tim- « Pire is i u fHv dJ/ZTS i u /• °. y , Zoe 0ur Mother t0 "> ho ™ the Em- 


up lus^fidSe in 0 tg d g S t C ° Cf “=76“ ^'takSew„„„, 

**««« rfSrs£S?".ta^hhuLTm nowth f d ? ft 

^ ,icr rift Sie «i>«« t 0 «4u^/, wh“ 

- 

VdeSeFrV r f 

Lady and Miftrefs, having devefted her n f h P t 1 £ ere ^ewed to them their 
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the Palace having now recovered the Sovereign power difdained to think 
that her Sifter ftiould Reign with her, but the Senate and People would needs 
have it fo, and (he was forced to acquie(ce in their Refolution and admit 
fheodor.i into the Palace. Then from an high Place did llie make a fpeech, 
firft to the Senate, and then to the People, giving them thanks for their 
great kindnefs exprefled to her and her Family , wilhing and promifing them 
all returns of kindnefs, and Ihe defired to know their opinions what ihould 
be done with the Emperour, for fuch he was, and according to the Rules 
of the Government for fuch he could not be denied. 

• n 6. The Univerfal Cry was that the wicked wretch as they Termed • 

him, Ihould be made away; fome named the nailing him to a Pole, others to 
a Crofs, and others more mercifull, propounded the laving of his Life by 
the lofs of his Eyes. Zoe pitied the Man (as a Creature it’s likely of her 
own making, for we naturally love thofe to whom we have been in the 
place of Parents or Benefa&ours) and was forfparing him j but Theodora foil of 
Animofity for her long confinement,and defirous to vent her Anger againft any one, 
gave order to Capamres , one who was lately made Prefect of the City, to goe 
fpeedily and pull out the Eyes of him and the NobiliJJimus . His Errand and 
Michael and Voyage being known, the multitude followed him to the Monaftery, where 
the Nobliffi- the two Princes upon notice of their coming betook themfelves into the moft 
Ey« put out* r cecre ^ Recefs of the Church of St. John Baptift^ but the People the more bl¬ 
and are ba- lenfed for the death of lb many of their Relations and Neighbours dragged 
niihed. them out by the Heels through the Forum to the place called Sigma above 
the Monaftery of Ferihleptus and there pulled out rheir Eyes, Conftantine 
bearing it very patiently, but Michael with Relu&ancy and Lamentation defi¬ 
ring them to doe it to his Uncle firft who had been the Authour and caufe 
of all the Evils of which they complained, and he had the favour to dole 
his Eyes with the fight of that Spectacle. After the blinding of them they 
were both baniflied, Conftantine and others of his kindred to feveral places 
and Michael to Elegnis on the twenty firft day of April the tenth Indkftion 
%oe and Theo -sfter he had Reigned four Months and five days. The two Emprefles (oc 
^ra being rather Zoe albne) being thus made fure of began to fettle the Commonwealth 
mpre ”■ and their own Eftate by bellowing Honours upon the Senatours, and diftri- 
buting Money amongft the People as the cafe required : and commands were fent 
into all the Provinces that no Offices ofMagiftracy Ihould be fold which before 
had been the ordinary courfe, and all A< 2 s of Injuftice and Oppreffion were fe- 
verely forbidden. There being great occafion for Money, the Noliliftimus was 
fetch’d back to the Court, and being queftioned concerning the publick Treafore, 
was by threats brought to difeover three and fifty Centenaries of Gold hid at his 
Houfe, which being found he was returned to the former place of his confine¬ 
ment. Then was Nicholas the Prefident made Domeftick . of the Schools of the W^est- 
Eaft having been the Eunuch of their Father, and of the Weft, Conftantine Cabaji- 
las the Patritian. And John Maniaces whom Michael had difmifled out of Cuftody 
from a Patritian was honoured with the Dignity of Magifter y and with full Au¬ 
thority fent General of an Army into Italy. 

117. Though matters were thus well ordered, yet the State feemed not fet- 
lcd except an Emperour .was created, wh'ch all Men wiftied, and that Ihould be 
lawfully married to Zoe. And Ihe being as defirous of an Husband as they were 
of an Emperour had already call her thoughts and affe&ions upon feveral. The 
firft was Conftantine Delaftenus , who was fent for to Court as upon fome other oc¬ 
cafion j but he fpake fo roughly and feemed fo intractable that he was rejected. 

The next was one Conftantine Catapano the Husband of another Woman, though 

her Paramour; but his Wife not enduring the thought that Ihe ihould part 

with him in that manner chofe rather by Poifon to fend him to another World, 

that neither of them might enjoy him. Being thus-prevented as to him Ihe re- 

folved upon one Conftantine Monomachus, whom John having baniihed to Myti- 

lenos, becaufe a rumour was fpread that he Ihould Reign, Ihe had recalled, and 

while Ihe yet thought of Marrying the other Conftantine had made Pretor or 

Judge of the Greeks. He was a Man both Noble as to his extraction and very a/ Wsh v Iaa«. 

handfome. His firft Wife dying he married the Niece of Romanus the Emperour 

by his Brother, but by that Alliance got not any preferment; yet coming by e "* °* 

that means often to Court he had opportunity to be in the Emprefs’s fight and 

became very familiar with her, and Ihe was fo kind to him (as to fay truth her 

humour was ever free and generous} that from her bounty he received great fumms 

of 
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of Money. This made fome fufpicious and credulous Perfons talk hardly of them 
and Michael the Succeflour of Romanusout of mere jealoufie though for l'ome pre¬ 
tended Crimes confined the Man to JJeslus where he continued all his time, and 
Conji.nitine p ounc | noc t ] ie ot i ier Michael that followed more favourable to him. Being now 
ZS* lent for to the City he was flopped at the Church of St. Michael in Damocrania 
%oc, and cho- anc j Stephen of Pergjmenus an Eunuch of the Chamber meeting him adorned him 
rour Emi e " with Purple and brought him in a Pinace to Conftantinople where he was Mar¬ 
ried to 2 .oe by one Stypes a Priefl of New Rome, as Cedrenus calls him, for Allexius 
the Patriarch refufed to lolemnize the Nuptials becaufe of the third Marriage, fo 
t errible a matter in thofe days, yet did he fet the Crown on his Head the day fol¬ 
lowing. Thus did Conftantine firnamed Monomachus obtain the imperial Dignity 
on the eleventh day of June in the tenth Indication. A. D. M. XLII. And the 
power of the two Sillers became extindt after it had continued fcarcely three 
months which though it pleafed the People, out of refped: to the Nobility of 
their Houfe and their hatred to Michael ’, yet to the prudent fort feemed very 
uncouth and indecent. For odd they thought it to fee two Women fit together 
upon the Tribunal, to have all Royal Ceremonies performed to two of that fex 
at the lame time,incircled with the ufual Guards and attended by the Senatours and 
principal Magiltrates : to fee caufes debated before them, all affairs of State hand¬ 
led in their prefence j to behold them giving audience to Ambafladoiirs, prefiding 
in the Senate and the other publick and folemn Aflemblies of the Empire. 

118. The general fatisfadtion for having an Emperour was no whit dimini- 
ffied by the firll Obfervations made upon the Carriage and Demeanour of Mono- 
He obliges his m achus. For the Senatours he immediately obliged by preferring them to places 
Subjects. of Dignity and p ro fi t5 a nd the People by diftribution of Money, as he thought 
he had lnrerell and Opportunity. For fatisfacftion of the Provinces he fent abroad 
his Edicts, by which giving notice of his Promotion, he promifed all good Of¬ 
fices, and the removal of all Grievances whatfoever. John the Great Atfour m 
the days of his Brother, he removed into Leslus, Michael his Nephew, late¬ 
ly depofed, into Chius, and Conftantine tfobilifimus into Samus, whereby he far¬ 
ther pleafed the People. But Wife men and fuch as pried nearer into his A&ions 
and the Methods of his Government obferved, that without any Prudence or 
grave confideration he conferred Dignities, and bellowed Money, afwell the un¬ 
fit as fit, the unworthy as worthy receiving his Favours ; and he never regarded 
whether there was Money or no Money in the Treafury. But this could not 
hinder him from being Popular, or not obvious to the eyes of the Vulgar,towhom 
bk to C tbe ta ’ atIier thing 5 d i d farther commend him. For he frankly and freely forgave fuch 
Emprefl'es! fi ofii whom he had received Injuries when a private man ; and he was fo wife 
as to give content at home, making himfelf acceptable to the two Women by a 
Pleafant and Debonnair Carriage, and he little cared to perplex himfelf and foure 
his humour by much and difficult bufinefs, but rather indulged his Pleafures and 
took his eafe. He feemed to Countenance men of Ingenuity and Learning, though 
of the latter he fcarcely had received any taffe. But the Provinces were in no 
good condition, however matters flood at Court and in the City. On the fixth 
of Otlober in the eleventh Indi&ion a Comet appeared traverfing the Heavens from 
the Eaft to the Weft, and kept on its Courfe as long as that Month continued, 
being afterward efteemed to forerun and predict thole Calamities which Shortly 
after happened. Stephen Boifthlahus who, as was laid, efcaped from Conftantino¬ 
ple, had feized on the Mountains of Jlljricum , of the Trilalli and Servi, and 
thence like a Bead of Prey fell down upon the adjacent Territories of the Em¬ 
pire, and did very great mifchief to the Inhabitants. Hereupon the Emperour 
fent Orders to Michael a Patritian the Son of Anaftafius the Logotheta, and then 
Governour of Dyrrachium, to raife what force he could out of the adjoyningPro- 
vinces, and hunt him our. But it’s both the weaknefs and grievous punifhment 
of the tolly of a Prince, to chufe unfit Perfons for the management of bufinefs. 

He fciuis <» r ^ lis Michael had not the leaft skill in Martial Matters, was an Effeminate and 
Armyasainit Difiolute Perfon, brought up in Idlenefs and Luxury and now ordered his Affairs 
ti.e Trihalli- like fuch a General, with fixty thoufand men he marched into the Territories of the 
Trilalli, and that through luch difficult, rough, fleep, and narrow ways, that 
onely two Horlemen could ride abreaft. The Servi living at thofe Straits, 
wi.kt. i» de- °kferved his motion and differed him without Interruption to pafs them into the 
(trnycdat its Champion Countrey, and there to burn and plunder at his pleafure, but watched 
return jfis return and polleffed themfelves of all the Straits and difficult Paflages. 
Sn£ hlhe And " ben loaded with booty and without fear or wit he re-entred, they fell up- 
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~ on him and his Array with Stones, Earth, Darts, and all other things conveni- 

fcnt from the higher ground, that of the miferable Souldiers who could not in 
the leaft defend themfelves nor flir.any way forty thoufand were flairt. The reft 
paffing the Holes and Valleys which were now filled up with the Carkafles ot 
their Fellows got up to the Mountains as they could, and by Night together 
with their Prudent General efcaped; ■ 

no At the fame time a great danger threatned the Emperour from Italy, 
where George Maniaces ufurpedthe Sovereignty forthefe Caufes and upon thefe 
occafions. When firft this George was by Michael fent mto Italy to affilt Apola- 
phar the Prince of Sicily againlt his Brother and the Africans , he took to his af- 
fiftence five hundred Franks Commanded by one Arduin the Lord of a certain Re- 
cion fiibjedt to none other, and by their afiiftence did he obtain all his Trophies 
m that War. When he was removed from his Charge, Michael Docednus the Pro- 
tofpatharian, a filly Man, omitted to pay thefe Franks their monthly Wages as he 
had been wont • and when their Captain came to him, and defired him to be 
more courteous to the Souldiers, and not defraud them of their Wages, hecofi- 
tumelioufly beat him, which caufed the Franks to Revolt. He to chaftize and 
reduce them would not ufe all the Force he might, but ingaged them with the 
Optician Legion, and a part of that of the Thracians upon the River Aafidus at 
Cantus, and there loft the greater part of his Army, where the Romans long before 
had been ignomiriioufly beaten by Hannihal. Yet did not this experiment teach 
him any wifedom, fo asfuffieiently to furnilh himfelf for another Ingagement, but 
onely rallying together fuch as had been lately beaten with fome Pifidians and 
Lycaonians, which made up the Legion of the Tholerati, he fell raftily upon the 
Franks again, now ftrengthned by confiderable Supplies, and from them received 
a great Overthrow. Michael the Emperour having Information of his Conduct 
fent one Boioannes to lucceed him, a Man of much repute for matters of War, 
Defcended from Rdioannes, who under the Reign of Bafilius reduced all Italy as fa* 
as Rome to his obedience. But he having none but beaten and difcourag’d Men 
to lead againft the Enemy, was fo far from driving them out, that he could 
not defend his own Polls, but was defeated at Monopolis and taken Prifoner ; af¬ 
ter which the Franks fo beftirred themfelves, that they brought under Italy, four 
!% theEm- Cities onely remaining to the Romans, (our Authours mean the Emperou'O 
perour by the Brundufium, Hidriis, Tarentum and Baris. 

Sr'ciSr* 12.°. Now Michael the Emperour being dead, and Calaphates depofed, Mani¬ 
aces , as we laid, was fent into Italy, and there, though he laboured under the 
fame difficulty of want of Men as ‘thofe before him had done, yet fo' far ex¬ 
ceedin'* them in the Art of a General, that he drove the Franks from Capua i 
Beneventum and Naples, and brought the Countrey into a reafonable good con¬ 
dition. Whilft he employed himfelf there in his Command, Romanus Scleras who 
was his Neighbour where his Eftate lay in the Eafterii Parts, who bore him mor¬ 
tal hatred for an Injury he thought done to him, did him fuch mifchief as for¬ 
ced him upon an Attempt,the Iffiie of which proved deftrudtive to him. The Sifter 
of this Sclerus was the Emperour Monomachus his Miftrefs, who on her fo doted, 
that befidesall other things Ihe defired, he preferred her Brother to be Magifter 
and Protoftrator. Puffed up with this advancement, and now thinking he might 
doe any thing, he both injured him in his Eftate and Lafttfs, and ley With his Wife 
very iicentioufly. Maniaces having notice hereof, boyled with Rage, and by no 
means could digeft the Affront, but as he was thinkng how to be revenged for 
thefe Injuries his thoughts were farther employed by another, for Scleras procured 
him to be turn’d out of his Employment in Italy. This made him defperite, for he 
could not but expert ftili worfe at Court where his Enemy had fo great an Jrf- 
tereft, and drove him into a Refolution of Ufurping and taking Arms againft the 
Emperoqn He killed him that was fent tofucceed him, one ParduszPrdtofpa- 
tharian, z?e\i6in hot at all fit for fuch an Employment, but onely becaufe he was 
known to Monomachus, and then took the Diademe with other Enfigns Of Majefty, 
Entring But- and was by the Forces of Italy which he eafily cajolled to this Service,- feluted Em- 
garia, perour. Putting his Army Aboard he palled over into Bulgaria, With the News 
whereof they were fo ftruck at Conftantinople, that Letters were written to him 
in die. Emperour’s Name, which promifed Pardon to him and his Followers for 
all that was pall, befidesgood Rewards, if they would return to their former o-. 
bedience. But he continuing fixt in his Refolution, an Army was got together, 
and committed to the Conduift of Stephanas Sebaftophorus, who brought the ti¬ 
dings of his Promotion to Monomachus when he met him at Damocranea. At a 

L11 place 
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^ e thcEm:E? aCC ^fdOftro&us thty mer and then Stephen had the worftof it, Maniaces lea-~~ 

perours Ge- dui g °« his own Me ?> and foutly in the Head of them. And all now 

nerai an d in received and acknowledged him for Emperour in the Field, whenfuddenlv ll S 
his Horfe, having it feems received a moml wcund in SBrift 
* *“■ though not known from what Hand. Now was the Scene quite changed Thev 
who a little before did him reverenceas Emperour, now railed at him as a Traitow 
and he. Head being cut off, bis Menfubmitted to the prefent Power. SeZ 

uLJJT queft ".triumph to the City, where fora ihew the 

Head ot Maniaces wascarned on the point of a Spear, and feme of thofi whom 
the Drath of thar General, not the valour of Stephen hid fubdued toencrrafe 
the Pageantry followed it as a Trophy upon Affes, the worthy Conou^-.r 
bringing up the Rere on a Milk-white Steed. rmy v^onquerour 

111 But into fo great danger was Monomachui brought by his Miftrefs a l 
a„ ri ’“ Zonaras thinks it not a thing below theDig^y of an S 

conftantnie, y ^ an account of their Amours j he having Buried two Wive? hnrin 
with sekran* mind to Marry a third, but it feems judging Fornication be^r ’ t adn ? 

h«Dosy. of that humour fo much applauded in J hi h a b r reach 

Woman, Uing a Widow, & th^fw^Tonerf hh JESTS & 
v,1 y> b " *»» wants aoydiffimulation. She was YounT votv Bamifaif 

and defeended of the Noble Family of the Scleri which attroMlju? t 2 > U !L. » 

to her, but/he was not at all in his <fe£ ;te 

were lull as large and fignificant. They oould neither of them he It IHH ? 
were not together j and when he was Baniihed Ihe followed him n ^ M ? 
but in Ins company where by all her Arts Ihe endeavored tomakehten^ 
tion as eafie as might be, both with her foriety, advice and fupnlv of hi?^ 
fo far as her Ellate would allow, having a ftrange fancy all aloncthat an? j'V'u* 
would arrive at the Sovereignty. And when at theSover^S^ L - d J he 
the height of his Profperity he forgot not her that had been hk ? e . 

his dill refs, but got the confent of the Emprefs that Ihe might be lent ?<£ 1 ° 

Court and provided for, with which Zoe was well enough confent r 

of her Age having now mortified Jealoufie in her, togetherwthwl- & 

of the misfortunes which this life affords. Now was 'b-brJ 1 * 
mtjlern to the City, where at firft Ihe was in no fplendoutekC^Ifeuf 001 
Attcndance,but by degrees was ferved like an Emprefs and her HnnC^ t0 « 5 ° U ^ or 
a Court For Mowmachus,where{hehy built very iumptuoufly bothfor h^nn 
ence,and that under pretence of overfeeing his Workmen he r convem ’ 

Eons to make her Vifits. At firft he Si^^ 

Amours, but at length cart off all diffimuhti™ anZfcdLrn 3 ,'^^ “ his 
and Vice-wifc, but Tone to whom“'£u hwfuUy Ma^nri VtaTSfS 8 
Ttcafury is,it her Command, and not enduring her abfrarotodl^ for a ^ 

by a Sedition there happened up«TS icclf it *™ e >, thou S h 

putting in practice what he had defigned put airrh^rnLLl l ^l?^ for 

ss-a MW 
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vived 
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of Confpiring againft the Emperour, to prefer Teo a Patritian to his Place, and 

make the Son of Lampus Governour of Melitena ; for which Stephen was condem¬ 
ned to a Monallick life, having all his Eftate feized, and Lampus was cruelly 
tortured, Ihewed up and down the Forum, and deprived of his Eyes, after which 
The Hojpttn, he foon died. At the fame time, the fame month the RoJJians again took Arms, 
break the had for a long time held fo good correfpondence with the Empire, that there 

{he Empire 1 was mutual commerce,and the Merchants went to and fro without the lead Inter¬ 
ruption. Now it happened that at Conjlantinople there was a quarrel amongft the 
Trades-men,. and it fo fell out, that one of tho fe Scythian Merchants was killed. 
The Prince of the Countrey, Bladimer by Name, a paftionate Man and reftlefs ? 
took the matter fo heinoufly, that without any delay he raifed all his Subjects 
that were fit to bear Arms, and befides procuring many Auxiliaries out of the 

Northern Nations, an Army of a hundred thoufand Men he put into their ufual 

Boats, whereof each was made of one Tree, and fo proceeded againft the City; 
The Emperour aflbon as he knew of his Defign font to him, and offered allrea- 
fonable fatisfa&ion if "he would lay down Arms, and prefled him much not for 
flight caufes to break that Peace which for fo many years had been preferved 
inviolable betwixt the Nations £ but he returning a fawey Anfvver, and treating 
theMeflengers with much difrefped, he then provided for his own fecurity. All 
Scythian Merchants and others that were fpread up and down the Empire he 
caufed to be fecured for fear of any Confpiracy.. Then got he ready all the Gal- 
lies and Veflelshe could compafs, and putting aboard as many Forces as the time 
would permit him, he himfelf in a Pinnace led them againft the Enemy, whom 
he found in the Straits about Pharus. Befides his Fleet a ftrong Party of Horfe 
waited and attended his motions all along the Shore. , , 

i % 3. There the Fleets faced each other, but neither would begin the Fight; 
the Scythians keeping themfelves within the Haven, and the Romans attending 
what courfe they would Steer. The time being fpent, and Night approaching, 
the Emperour lent to Bladimer the fecond time to move him to Peace, but he as 
peremptorily and faweily as ever, reje&ed his offer, declaring he would not lay 
down Arms except he Ihould have paid down three Pounds of Gold for every Man 
he had with him. This Anfwer being fo infolentand Extravagant, Monackus pre- 
Are met by pared himfelf to Fight. He gave order to Bajilius Theodorocranus a Magifier , with 
the Empe- t jj ree f w ift Gallics to make a gentle onfet to skirmifh with the Roftans, and pro- 
anddrfeiS voke them to Fight, to fee how they would order their matters. But he in- 
ftead of skirmilhing pafled into the middle of them, burnt with Wild-fire feyen 
of their Veflels, funk other three with all the Men in them, and took another, 
having either killed or driven out all thofe that were aboard. Then did the Em¬ 
perour make up to them with his whole Fleet, which perceiving, they con¬ 
cluded that if they could not fuftain the violence of three Gallies, they fhould 
never be able to endure the whole fhock, and therefore fhifted for themfelves 
as they could, ran upon the Rocks and Shelves, and loft molt of their Veflels ; 
and fuch asefcaped to the Shore the Emperour’s Horfe fell upon and killed fo many, 
that fifteen thoufand of their dead Bodies were afterwards found upon the Shore. 
The Scythians being thus defeated, after a farther flay of two days the Emperour 
returned to Conjlantinople, leaving a fufficient Power under command of Nicho¬ 
las one of the Chamber, and Theodorocranus with orders to look well to the Mari¬ 
time Coaft, not to fuffer the Barbarians to land, and that the whole Fleet Ihould 
Butfomeof be ftill in the Bay of Pharus. But however it happened, twenty four Triremes 
mfrfuhigtoo f e P arated f rom the reft of the Fleet, purfued the Enemy fo far till they pafled the. 
far, are de- Bay Wherein they lay, and were driven beyond them. The Scythians perceiving 
ftroyed by the this, and how Wind arid all things ferved, refolved to intercept their paflage, 
nemy ‘ which they eafily did in the Straits, by lying thick from one Ihore to the other. 

There being no way to efcape, Conjlantine CabaOarius a Patritian, the Captain of 
the Cibyrneota with his and Other Gallies endeavoured to make a paflage, but was 
killed as he manfully fought, and his Ship with four others, together with the 
Men fell into the Hands of the RoJJians; the other Ships were Iplit upon the Rocks 
or run alhore. The Men were feme drowned, fome killed or taken by the Enemy, 
and luchas efcaped came in much fhame and corifterriatioii to their Friends. The 
Rojfians having beyond all expectation done fo milch mifehief, made the more 
comfortable Retreat. But being forced to return afwell by Land as by Sea (fo 
many of their Veflels had mifearried} they fell into the Territories of the Go¬ 
vernment of Catdcalo, Bejla Ambujlus, who then commanded the Coaft about IJler, 
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and were moft of them killed and taken, of the later of which he fent five Hun- 
. bound m Chains to the Emperour, having, to his great Commendation 
wncn fil'd thefe Scythians arrived, been very watchfull in his Charge, fo as to 
hinder their landing, and deftroy many of them. And his Care and Induftrv 
he continued to this very lad. - ys 

1.2.4. In tlie twelfth Indi&ion the Month of September, the fecond year of Mo- 
mmachus fo great a Temped happened, that in a manner dedroyed all the 
Gi apes of that year. On the Ninth Day of March following, which was con- 
kcrated to the Memory of the forty. Martyrs, the Emperour being about his 
Devotion, was flopped by a Sedition of the People Going on Foot in Pro- 
cemon accompanied with his Guards, and followed by the Acclamations of the 
1 eople, irom the Palace to the Church, of bur Saviour in Chake, he there took 
/ Tnmuir n S”? C< J. pa £- ? n to the , Ch, ^ ch o£ the Martyrs, whenfrom amongd the Mul- 
titude this Voice was heard We will not have Sclerama he Emprefs, nor our So- 
Covfiantinopie Ladies Zoe and Theodora Porphyrogenita, to die upon her Account, which 

ZoalAo lntoCoa ^oaand Tumults, wherein the Rabble demanded the Life of 

2 ra. j!l e Emperour, and they had taken it had not the two Emprefies ihewed them- 
Jelves to them from an high place, and by good words appeafed them. But 
c .„ a the Emperour was frighted from his Proceflion, and was glad in an whole Skin 
challenges the to efcape into the Palace. The following year, ’he thought himfelf concerned in 
city Anivm honour to make challenge of a City which he found belonged to the Empire up- * 

StSt Z 0a . At <Uch ^? e J , as e~»r Hn “ rf the Mafgmm, made War 
lwJonginj.ro I’on the Romany lie was ailifted by. one Jofane/ices, the Lord of a City called 
the Empire. Amum. Butwhen Bafilius the Emperour invaded Iberia, and w as too hard for 
George, then Jobanefices fearing he ihould be punilhed for what lie had done fled 
to the Emperour, and gave up himfelf with the Keys of the City into his Hands 
wmich rendition Bafilius , accepting, honoured him with the Dignity of a Ma- 
gijter, and made him Governour of Anium and Armenia the Great for his Life 
w'lth this caution of writing, that after his death it fliould revolve upon the Em¬ 
pire as. Part thereof. But Bafilius being dead, and many years after him Jobane- 
fices. Ins .Son Cacictus entred upon the Government, and it being not obferved 
kept his Fathers Territories in good Peace and Friendlhipwith the Romans. Now 
Monomachus finding the writing in the Archives, was refolved to make demand 
of tne Keltitution or Amum, and all the Great Armenia as the Heir of Ba/i- 
h’ts. Cacicius profefled himfelf the Friend and Servant of the Emperour, but 
leeking for Excufes and Delays, Monomachus refolved to recover his Right bv 
lorce of Arms and committed an Army to the Conduct of Michael Bella 
Jafites newly defigned Governour of Iberia, with order to make War upon Ca- 
cicius. r 

115-. Caczcius considering into what ftraits lie was brought, made all prepara¬ 
tions he could for defence, and had rather the better of Jafites , to whofe aid 
then was fent Nicholas Domeftick of the Schools, formerly of the Chamber to 
Conftantine the Emperour with a great Army, to fupprefs Cacicius by mere Num¬ 
bly ill n0thin ,^ lle wdI , and moreover the Emperour wrote Letters to 
Aplefpharius the Governour of Tibium, and that Perfarmenia which lies upon the 
River Araxes, to fall upon him on his fide the Countrey. Aplefpharius wrote 
back again that on this Condition he would doe it, if the Emperour would 
under his Hand make a grant to him of whatfoever he fliould take from Cacicius , 
...^mch lie did accordingly, an Inftrument being written and confirmed bv the 
thither tlr- Golden Eulla. He having received this, applied himfelf to his worfe an/took 
my hath them many CalUes and Forts belonging to Cacicius, who being thus befet on all Tides 
delivered u P . and defpairing to extricate himlelf out of fuch difficulties, made Peace with 
Nicholas, and by him giving up himfelf and the City to the Emperour, afterward 
went to him, and from him receiving the Dignity of a Magifter , with Ample 
Revenue tr°m Cappadocia and elfewhere, lived thenceforth a quiet and peaceable 
Life. Now did Monomachus demand the Cafrles and Forts, wilich Aplefpharius 
had taken as part of the Dominion of Anium, which he refilling to furrender, 
Slw?? S / the If *f f where by;hey were granted to him, Command was 
fent to Nicholas, with the Roman and Iberian Forces, and thofethat had belonged 
to Cacicius to make \\ ar upon him,and recover them by Force. Nicholas accordingly 
Then they hy lends Jafites to Jay'liege to Tibium. Aplefpharius being a very good Sould er 
w if not & condition to graple with the Romans, keeps him- 
felf within the Walls, and beforehand lays all the Ground adjoining under Wa¬ 
ter by Sluces made from the River, and he places in the Vineyards which were 

on 


Chap.IL The Conjlmtimpolitm Komm Empire. 445 


But by an 
Ambuih are 
ail cut off. 


on higher Ground a Number of Archers, whom he bid expert the fign he fliould . 
give them by Trumpet, and in, this pofture expert the coming of the Enemy. 

The Officers of the Romans finding him. dole in die Town, and the Grounds, 
under Water, concluded it was. out of fear and defperation, and huffed with¬ 
out order to get to. the Walls by the ways that were left paflable, and tafcepofi- 
fellion of what was already their own. Then did. Aplefpharius give the fign to thofe 
he had placed in Ambuih, who. from the Vineyards with Arrows,, Darts and; 

Stones, made great flaughter of thefe unwary Men, who were fo iotangled in. 
Thickets, Ditches and Water, that not able fo defend themfelyes or fly, an in¬ 
numerable Number of them there periihed, and Jafites with fome other Qffi-r 
cers, efeaped with the News of the Adventure and Supcefc to. Nicholas. The. . 
Emperour having notice of the Defeat, put both Nicholas and Jafites. out of their 
Offices, and in place of the latter made Ambuftus Governour of Iberia. In the 
Roomof Nicholas he made General one Conftantine Captain of the great Soda- * u « ! ^X ,y - 
lity, as it was termed, an Eunuch defcended from the Saracens, but moft faith- 
full to him, who had much ferved him when yet in a private Condition. Thefe 
coming fufficiently furniflied into the Province, thought not fit to lay fiege to, 

Tibium the principal Town, but took in feveral Forts belonging fo Anium, very 
ftrong and fituate on Craggy Rocks,which Aplefpharius often attempted to relieve; 
but in vain. Thence they removed to a ftrong Caftle near tp Tibjum, called 
Chelidonium , about which they drew a Trench, and had taken it or ftarved out 
the Defendants • but that the Ufurpation of Tornicius in the Weft, obftrutfted both 


this and other Proceedings. 

12.6. This Leo Tornicius being formerly Governour of Iberia, had upon a fur- 
mize of a Confpiracy for advancing himfelf been turn’d put of Command, beeq 
ihayen and put into a Monaftery, though the EmPCfour’s qear Kinfman by his 
Mother. His dwelling having been at Adrianople (formerly called Orqftias, frorn 
Orefies the Son of Agamemnon) he. had the Macedonians much at h£ Devotion,who. 
exceedingly efteemed him,for he was a Man both beautiful! and of excellent parts,and Qnaras. 
liad a certain way peculiar to himfelf of gaining love from thofe with whom he con¬ 
vened: but what got liim moft Reverence, a Report pr Prophecy went about,that 
in time he fliould come to be Emperour. Thefe and other things caufed Momma -- 
ebus his Kinfman much to diftafte him. On the otfier fide, Eupropia the Empe- 
rour’s Sifter ufed him with great refpe<ft: being a Woman indeed of a very ge¬ 
nerous mind, very noble and rich, but not a* all acceptable to her ftrother, who 
ftood in awe of her, becaufe of her eminent Wifedpm. And fo. be even with 
him, die neither received any thing from, nor frequented the Court, but when 
ihe met him was wont to carry it very high towards him, would rebuke and 
chide him, and when he - fell into paffion for her fo doing, wo.uld by filence 
contemn and diflemble it. He perceiving her great affc&ion to Tornicius, oq 
purpofe to feparate them made him Governour of Iberia, where all things pros¬ 
pering under liim, and he flourilhing in great repute, thence fome tookoccafion 
of calumniating him to the Emperour, who caufed him to belhaven apd to take 
the Habit of a Monk. But the Macedonians, as was faid, being much add idled 
Leo Tornicius to him, carried away by Night out of Constantinople , and at Adrianople faluted 
ufur P 5 - him Emperour, whither great Confluence there was made of Soqldiers from all 
thofe Parts, either through defire of Plunder and Innovation, out of love to him 
or hatred fo Monomachus who had much diftafted, and as much diftruf- 
ted of late the military Men. Thus ijicouraged, fie refolved with all fpeed to 
march for Conftantinople, which he had. great hopes would inftaptly be put into 
liis Hands by the Citizens, who for certain Caufes bore neither at prefent any 
good will to the Emperour, and the Armies of the Eaft had their Hands fuffici- 
Laying siege ently full in thofe (garters. With thefe hopes he incamped before the City, 
to conftanti- with intention to ufe violence if fair words would not prevail The next Mor- 
tl0ple - ning coming up witli his Army to the Walls about Blachernas^ fie fummoned 
the Town, and by great promifes invited thofe that kept the Gates to open 
them; but they not onely refilling, but reviling him with ill Language, he then 
gave the Onfet. - 

127. The Emperour all this while was very felicitous, not being (at lealt as he 
thought) fufficiently provided for fo furprizing aMifchief. In the firft place he fent 
into .Iberia to Conjfantine, to come to him with all the fpeed hp could make,what¬ 
ever his bufinefs at prefent Ihould be. But for making effectual oppofitionagainftthe 
Enemy now endeavouring to fcale the Walls,he brought the Citizens and others fo- 
gether.not exceeding a thoufand Men. Now as to the Management of this affair,ac- 

counts 
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counts are very different. Cedrenus writes of his going out into the Field, with & ' 

contemptible Number in refpeft of the Enemy, and how his Men were beaten 
back, and driven into the Trench, he himfelf with difficulty efcaping into the 
Citv, which might have been taken with the greateft eafe, had the Ufurper pro- 
fecuted his Vi&ory ; not onely the Gates, but the Walls themfelves about Bla- 
chernee, being left defolate. On the other fide Zonaras tells us, that the Empe- 
rour never went out of the City, but On his Imperialibus fhewed himfelf upon 
the Wall, thinking thereby to ftrike feme awe into the Rebels. But the Mace¬ 
donians on the contrary, being accuftomed to fcurrility, with bitter Inve&ives re- 


But not pur- 
ruing hit Vic¬ 
tory is forced 
to raife the 
Siege. 


viled him, finging Songs, and ufing Geftures, chofen for fuch an occafion, and 
Ed out with Lofs and Ignominy they beat in anain. or elfe HUM ™ 


fuch as iflued out with Lofs and Ignominy they beat in again, or elfe killed or 
drowned them in the Trench before they could there arrive. But this oppor¬ 
tunity which now in a manner begged his acceptance, Tornicius did not improve 
purfuing thofe that fallied to the Walls, but never confidering whether he could 
goe any farther. Monomachus feeing this, laid hold of the Advantage to bring 
the Citizens upon the Wall again, and to re-inforce the City, having narrowly 
efcaped the foot of an Arrow, which fell upon one of the under Servants of his 
Bedchamber, though without any hurt. The day following, Tornicius renewed 
the Aflault, but had no more any fuch advantage, for he was both repulfed, and 
was nigh being killed by a Stone of a Talent we.ght, which was caft out of an 
Engine, by which danger he was fo affrighted and difcouraged for want of Suc- 
cefs, and above all when he perceived, that his Men began to fall off from him 
And rerreaf , to the Em P er °ur, tlut fearing to be delivered up into his Hands, he raifed his fiege 
ArcadiopoliT a " d repeated to Arcadiopolis , where he joined Forces with John Batatzes. All 
the Cities of Macedonia and Thrace had fiibmitted to him, Redeftus excepted, 
which now he fent feveral of his Captains and Kinfmen to befiege, and after¬ 
ward followed with all his Army, but attacked it without Succefs. By this time 
the Eaftern Forces were arrived, and theEmperour fent them dire&Jy into Thrace 
againft him, under Command of Michael Jafttes the Magifier , who incamping 
himfelf againft him at Arcadiople, would not fuffer his Men to doe any Injury 
to the Countreymen, fuch of Tornicius his Souldiers as he took he ufed very ci- 
vily, and by good words and promife of Pardon, endeavoured to draw away 
all the reft. Now Winter was at hand, and the Arts of Jafttes had fuch influ¬ 
ence upon them, that they began to confider, that they could not undergo both 
the Incommodities of the Seafon, the want of Provifions, and fuftain the Vio- 
There he is fo powerful! an Enemy all together, by degrees they fell off to the 

defertedby Magifier. For fome tune, notwithftanding, Tornicius would not quit his hopes 

and punched*’ lo " g “ r °u k T ? erfin ? ? nel y revol ‘«l- But when the great Commanders of 
for hi« Rebel- “ 1S Army led off, then with Batatzes who alone ftuckby him, he confulted how 
lion. to efcape, and when that could not be they betook themfelves into a Church 
whence Jafites caufed them to be fetcht, and fent them bound to the Emperour. 
On Cbri/tmas- Eve by his Command their Eyes were put our, fuch as were moft 
eminent in the Rebellion,were ignominioufly led about the Forum, then banilhed, 
and their Eftates confifcated. The ordinary fort were all fent away into their 
own Countries. 


n8. Thus was Monomachus happily delivered from this Civil War, but another 
from abroad now fell upon him, to the Empire the moft mifehievous of all others, 
became made upon it by the Turks , who in conclufion by their furious and 
, victorious Arms put an end to it, and ereCted one of their own in its Place. 
Take wS J he T cS our Authours, were an Hunnijh Nation, inhabiting the Northern 
upon tke Em- P ar ts of t* 16 Mountain Caucafus , moft populous and free, as having never fubmit- 
pire. ted the Neck to the Yoke of any Perfon or People, but laid one of their own 
upon feveral others by Degrees, and firft upon this occafion. After fuch time as 
the Saracens had overturned the Kingdom of the Ferfians, and had not onely fub- 
dued Perfia, but Media , Babylon, Ajfyria, Egypt, Africk, and no fmall Part of 
Europe it felf, they began to fall out among themlelves, and their vaft Empire 
was divided into feveral Portions, fo that Spain, Africk, ^gypt, Babylon and 
Perfia had their feveral Princes, and thefe Wars one with another. At liichtime 
as Baftlias was Emperour, Muchumator Mahomet the Son of Imbrael, was Prince 
Perfia, the Chorafmi, Oretani and Media, having War with the Indians znd Ba- 
Tangrolipix 1 bylonians, and put hard to it lent to the Prince of the Turks for affiftence, deft- 
a T«r* airift, nng three thoufend Men, which he accordingly fent him under Command of 
Si riuZ n A-Z ra & eli (* x > 0r Tangrolipix Mucalet the Son of Michael, hoping by this means to 
rabians. have a Faiiage opened into Perfia, which was hitherto flopped by the feveral 

flrong 


Chap. II. The Conftdntinopoiitdn Reman Empire ‘ -{S^^ThSa. 447 

flrong Forts which .flood upon the River Araxes. Mahomet making ufe of thefe 
Auxiliaries eafily maftered Pifaflrius Prince of the Arabians whole Men could not 
But refufiuR etldure the force of their Arrows. , After this he would have ufed them againft 
to fight with the Indians • but they defired to be difffiifled and to have the darrifon removed 
th * Indians, from the Bridge of Araxes by which they muft of neceffity pafs, and when he 
Hs revolt*, aftc j went to 0 ff er violence, they revolted and betook themfelves to the 

Wildernefs of Carbonitis and the Mountains, notdarihg to abide a Battel becaufe 
they were fo finall a Number. Upon the Saracens they fell down continually, 
and did much mifehief to the adjacent Parts, fo that to deftroy them Muchumet 
fent an Army of twenty Thouland Men commanded by ten of the moft Noble 
of his Nation. The Captains thought it not fafe to enter the Defart being not 
provided of neceflaries for fo defolate a place, but iricamped themfelves at the en¬ 
trance, which Tangrolipix underftanding fell upon them by night when they little 
expected it, eafily defeated them, and finding in their Camp many Chariots and Hor- 
fes with much Money, now would not like a Fugitive pnuftife Robberies and make 
incurfions by Health, but openly Ihew himfelf as a fair Warriour. And all Malefac- 
tours and difeontented Perfons that could, now came into him fromtheNeighbour- 
ing Countries, efpecially fuch as loved to maintain themfelves by Rapine and Vio* 
fence, fo that in a Ihort time his force was increafedto fifty ThOufand Men. 

ixf. Mahomet in raged at the defeat put out the Eyes of the ten Commanders 
and threatned fuch Souldiers as had efcaped to lead and Ihew them abroad iff 
Womens Cloaths, which caufed whem now when be prepared to renew the War 
to run from him to Tangrolipix , who now came and offered Mahomet Battel. 

He notwithftanding the revolt of thefe Men had got another Army together of 
Saracens, Perfians, Caberians and Arabians, of about five hundred Thouland and 
with an hundred Elephants bearing Turrets on their backs gave Battel to his E* 
nemy in a place called Afpachan, which was fought with much vigour on both 
fides, but he riding about to animate his Souldiers chanced to fall trom his Horfe 
and broke bis Neck, whereby the Quarrel was decided, for his Army then fub- 
A«d defea ting mitted and Tangrolipix by univerfel confent was declared King of Perfia and all Ma- 
declared si*/- Comet’s Dominions. Tangrolipix thus promoted prefently cleared the Bridge of 
tan and King Araxes, and then his Countreymen in great multitudes flocked to him, wherewith 
of ail the Do- having fufficiently ftrengthened himfelf he took the Title of Sultan (by which 
Zbfolutc Emptrour or Xing of Kings is meant) and inflaving the Saracens and Per- 
Saracem. fans divided all the Countrey amongft the Turks. Having here fettled his Af¬ 
fairs herefolved to make Watr upon the Neighbouring Princes and firft , over- 
Seizes on the threw in feveral Battels and killed him of Babylon whofe Dominions he then feized 
BAyion™ ° f into his hands. After this hefent Cuthimufes (his Brother’s fome call him, others 
his Uncle’s Son) againft the Arabians from whom he received a notable defeat, 
and in his flight asked leave of Stephen a Patritiarf the Emperour s GoVerndur of 
Media (at that time called Bafpracan) to pafs through that Countrey, which he 
denying, he made his way by force and worfting Sephen who oppofed him took 
him Prifoner, and in his paflage through Trabrezium fold him to the Lord of the 
Place. Returning to the Sultan he excufed himfelf of the blow received from 
the Arabians, whom he would undertake to fubdue if he might but be fent the fe- 
cond time ; and by the way he fpake of Bafpracan, how fertile a Countrey if was 
and eafie to be Conquered being held by Women, as he termed thofe Roman 
Souldiers with whom he had fought. 

130. But the Sultan was fo foraged at him that he defigned to put him eo death 
for the lofs in Arabia, and as for Media, he feared to make War againft the Ra¬ 
mans befog awed by the fame which the Emperours Nicephoros , Zimifces and 
Bafilius had obtained in the World, and concluding with himfelf that the valour 
and power of the Empire was ftiU the fame. But while, he deliberated hereof 
Cuthimufes for fear, fkd and feized on a City in the Countrey of the Chorafmii 
But it beaten called Pafar, a very ftrong place. When now the Sultan was moving againft the 
bydi tArabs- 4 ra fo a „ s w ]fo had the lame fuccefs againft him, as his Kkifman, and he returned 
home with the like difgrace. This ihould have made him have better thoughts of 
Cuthimufes, but he belieged him in Pafar, whence he made many fellies, and 
did much damage to the Sultan, who now befidesthis Iron in the Fire made him¬ 
felf ftill more work by fending an Army of about twenty Thoufend Men to 
Then he fend* Conquer Media under command of Afan the Deaf his Brother’s Son. Afan en- 
lM ° ^6 the Couotrey deftroyedall things in his way, fparfog neither Sex nor Age. 

The Countrey was then Governed by Aaron Bejta the Son of BladUthlabm and 
Brother of Prtfianus, who finding himfelf too weak to graple 'with the Turks 

wrote 
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wrote to Catacalo Befta , Ambufius the Governour of Axium and Iberia to come tb 
his aid with all the fpeed he could make, which he accordingly did, ufing great* 
expedition. When they came together and it was propounded whether they 
ihould fall upon the Turks by night of openly give them Battel by day, Catacalo 
was pleafed with neither butadvifed to have the Camp left with the Baggage and 
carriage Beads and to lie in Ambiifli till the Turks ihould be bufie in the Plunder of 
it. The Device took fo well that Afan coming to give , them Battel and percei¬ 
ving there was no body left in their Camp, prefumed they were fled out of fear, 

Wjjch iicm and boldly bad his men enter and feize bn the Booty. Then did the Romans about 

nuJ .' ’ e vening rife from their Ambuih and taking them in fo much diforder killed moil 

of them with their Captain, very few efcaping through the Mountains into the 
Cities of Perfarmenia. 

131. The Sultan was grievoufly perplexed at the News yet to repair his lofs 
by better fuccefs he got together of an Army an hundred Thoufand Men con¬ 
fiding of Turks, Caberi and Limnitce, which he committed to Air am Alim his halfBro- 
Ijedw'on £ t ^ ier * or a ^ econc ^ attempt upon Media. Upon notice of their coming Aaron and 
Media, n Ambufius again united their forces and Councils. Catacalo's advice was to fight 
them e’er they came into the Roman Territories while they were weary, a 
great part of them wanted Horfes, and fuch Horfes as wanted lhooes whereas 

the Roman Souldier was full of courage animated by his late - fuccefs. On 

the contrary Aaron affirmed that they ought by no means to hazard a Bat¬ 
tel againft: fuch a multitude, but that all the ftrong places were to be fortified, 
and all they had was to be put within the Walls-till they could fend to theEm- 
perour, and from him receive orders what to doe in fo difficult a cafe. This 
courfe was taken, and having put all the Women and Children and all their beft 
things into the ftrong places they two fent to the Emperour, and withdrew into si 
plain of Iberia by the Natives called Ofurtru. The Emperour wrote back to them 
that they ihould attempt nothing till Liparites Prince of part of Iberia ihould joyn 
with them, to whom he fent as he was a Friend and Ally of the Empire not to 
fail it at this time. Liparites at his Leifure railed his Men when in the mean 
time Abram having entred Media , and perceiving that the Roman forces had out 
of fear withdrawn themfelves into Iberia refolved to march after them with all 
fpeed, and fight them e’er they ihould be increafed by Acceffion of new fupplies. 

The Captains having notice hereof, left they ihould be furprized before the coming, 
of Liparites wrote to him to haften, and betook themfelves to a place, very dif- 
^ cu ^ c °f Accefs. Alima ot being able to come at them, went to Artze a Village 
of great capacity wherein lived a great Number ofMerchants and Tradfmen not 
onely of the Countrey,, but Syrians alfo, and Armenians , and of other Nations, and 
the inhabitants trufting to their Numbers though they had no Walls ftoutly de¬ 
fended themfelves, by flopping up the Paflages, and from their Houfes calling 
down Stones, Wood and Darts upon the Turks, whom thus they held in play 
for fix days together. This coming to the Ears of Ambufius in the Roman Camp 
he moil earneftly urged that they might not flay for the Loitering Liparites , 
but take this advantage while the Turks were thus bufied at the Village, and 
fall upon them : but Aaron refufed to joyn with him affirming he would doe no¬ 
thing but what he was warranted by the Emperour. 

131. Abram finding what he did not exped, fo great refiftence, and that he 
could not by force of Arms Conquer one Village, the Wealth of which he moft 
vehemently thrilled after, refolved tcrcohfume all he could not get and fet it on 
fire, by which the inhabitants being forced out ; (though an hundred and fifty 
Which is Thoufand are faid to have perifhed partly ilain by the Sword and partly burnt in 

burnt and the'fire, into which many it’s reported call themfelves) he found much Silver 

Sakc t. and other things that \vere not combuftible. ■ Befides he got many Horfes and 

by the Turks- other Gattel, and fo led away his Army well inriched in queft of the Romans. Li¬ 

parites being by this time come to them, they were come down into the Plain, 
and had pitched at the Foot of anHiH on which flood a Caftle called Capet rum. 

. The Turks now marching in no order but running in Herds together, Ambufius 
moved that in this condition they might fall upon them ,• but now Liparites re¬ 
fufed .to fight out of a fuperftitious humour, becaufe it was Saturday which he 
reckoned amongft unlucky days, being the eighteenth of September and the fe- 
cond Indidrion, in the feventh 3 ear ot Monomacbus. But Abram underftanding 
by his Scouts where, and in what condition the Enemy lay, marched up to them 
They meet and in due order of Battel, which they perceiving, put themfelves how unwillingly 
‘SwArmy f° eVer into the like pofture to receive them: Ambufius led the Right and Aaron 
are defeated. the 
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the Left Wing ; the middle of the Battel being left to the Condudt of Liparites, 

To Ambufius was oppofite Abram himfelf, to Aaron another ofth& TurkiJh Com¬ 
manders called Chorofanites, and to Liparites one Afpam Selarius the half Bro¬ 
ther of Abram. . The fight began a little before Sunfet, and both Ambufius and 
Aaron defeated their Oppofites, and purfued them till Cocks crow. But Lipari¬ 
tes inraged for the lofs of a Kinfman, to be revenged ingaged more delperately 
than prudently and was taken Prifoner, being much expeefted by his Friends who 
returning from the purfuit and lighting from their Horfes gave God thanks for the 
Vi#ory in thefe words, finging. What God is fo great as our God> Expecting 
with great longing to hear what was become of Liparites whom at firft they 
concluded to be in purfuit of the Enemy they were at length put out of all doubt 
by the coming of.one .that had ferved under him who affirmed him taken and led 
away bound to fuch place as he that took him pleafed. The Roman Captains not- 
But take Cap- withftanding their Victory were fo flruck with the News, that palling that night 
ti»e Liprtri- w j t j 10Ut fi ee p } in the Morning they confulted what was to be done; and all refolved 
g*oman Gene- to depart home. Thereupon Aaron with his Men returned to lbane the Metropolis 
rai*. of Bafpracan or Media, and Catacalo with his went back to Anium. But Abram 

overjoyed that he had taken Liparites , and thereupon thinking himfelf the moft 
happy Man alive, omitting all other bufinefs conveyed him himfelf five days 
9 a- t.'m Journey, and then lent him away to the Sultan who made a fhetf of joy for the 
tolh J!«S. taking of fo confidence a Man; but envying his Brother the good fortune, 
as he had formerly Stomached Cutlumufus for his bad, refolved to make him alfo 
away, and for that watched his opportunity. 

133. The Emperour having News of the Captivity of Liparites defired above 
But by pre- mea f ure to i iave him freed, and for that purpofe fent one to the Sultan with Pre¬ 
deemed and fents of the value of his Ranfom offering alfo to make a Peace and Alliance with 
fent Home, him. The Sultan that he might feem a generous Prince rather than a Man of 
a^AmbafTa? violence and Robbery fent him Liparites Gratis, receiving the Prefents that were 
dour from the fent him,but he gave them all to his Prifbner,advifing him to have him in his mind, 

Turks to the anc J n0 more to bear Arms againft the Turks. And he fent in Ambaflage to the 
Emperour. £ m p erour t h e ir Seripb , who had the fame Relation to their Califph, as the Syncel- 

lus at Confiantinofle in old time had to the Patriarch, fucceeding him in ordinary 
courfe when he died. The Seripb at his audience fpeaking many things arrogant¬ 
ly and boaftingly according to their fafhion required,that the Romans Ihould become 
Tributaries to his Mafter, and when the Emperour would hear of no fuch matter 
returned home. This Hint caufed Monomacbus in expectation of . War to provide 
for the fecurity of the Provinces, when violence was offered to them by an Ene¬ 
my in another Quarter, the Patzinacce a People of Scythia. This People being of 
that fort of Scythians then termed Royal, the moft powerfull of them all was di¬ 
vided into thirteen Tribes, which though they all made up one Nation, yet each 
received Denomination from its own Prince. They poflefled beyond Ifler the 
Champion extending from Boryftbenes to Pannonia, not being any where fixt but 
wandring from place to place, and always dwelling in Tents. Their Prince at 
this time was Tyrach tfie Son of Kilter a Man of Noble extra#,buttery Lazy and 
of the past?- heavy. But there was one Kegenes the Son of Baltzar, by Birth obfeure, but of 
me*- great fame for Arms which he had obtained in his Conduit againft the Zfzzian 
Hunnifh Nation whom making incurfions he had often repulfed with great lofs, 

Tyrach not daring to IHew his Head, but lurking in the Fenns about liter. The 
People reverencing Tyrach for his extraction, but much more admiring the other 
for his valour, he grew fo jealous of him that he refolved to take his Life, which 
often attempting fecretly without fuccefs, at length he openly fent a Company 
F to feize, and kill him. But Kegenes having timely notice of their coming made his 

Ksgencs efcape into the Fenns of Boryftbenes whence he lent and procured his Friends and 

volt*. his own Tribe called the Tribe of Belemarne with another which had the name 

of Paguman to revolt from Tyrach. 

134. With thefe two Tribes he Ingaged and Fought Tyrach, affifted by eleven, 
being opprefiedwith multitudes and being defeated, refolved the onely . means of 
his fafety, was to go over to the Emperour. He went to Doroftolus, ^nd there paffing 

Putting him- * nto a f^ ver Ifl aQd with his Men to die Number of twenty Thoufand, fent to Micha - 
feif under the el the Son of Anaftafius Governour of the. Countrey to let him know who he was. 

Protection of andthereafon of his coming, which was to put himfelf into the Emperour’s protec- 
e Emperour. t j on> whofe intereft he doubted not very much to promote. The Governour having 
communicated his defires to the Emperour received orders to receive him courte- 
oufly with his Men, to provide them ofallneceflariesand fend him to Constantinople 
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where he was entertained with all the kindnefs he could expe<ft. He promifed to 
be Baptized and to perfwade his Countreymen alfo to turn Chriftians, and was 
Honoured with the Dignity of Patritian: then were afiigned to him three Cattles 
with large Grounds on the Bank of liter and he and all his Men received Baptifm. 

When he was conveniently fetled he made frequent inrodes into the Territories of 
Tyracb, where he killed all the Men, and fold the Women and Children to the Ro- 
mans for flaves. Hereupon Tyracb fent the Emperour to expoftulate for that be¬ 
ing a Friend and Ally of the Patzinacce he had received! cheir Enemy and Fugi- 
Ulinr ... five, and required that he would not any more afford him any attiftence for the 
War is de- mv afion of their Countrey ; otherwife he denounced War againft him. Of this 
nounced a- mettage the Emperour made very light, and laught at it as unreafonable, where- 
gainft upon the Meffengers departed as they came. He wrote to Michael and Kegenes to 
look narrowly to the Bank of Ifter, and to fend him word in cafe any conffoerable 
Army made any attempt to pafs that River, to prevent which he fent an hundred 
Galhes to hover about tliofe Coafts. But to render thefe Gallies ufelefs, Tyracb 
expefted the coming of Winter and a Froft, which having crufted over the River 
to the tliicknels of fifteen Cubits, he then patted over with all the Power he could 
make, and with his Numbers, which amounted to eight hundred thoufand Men 
overwhelmed, as it were, the Roman Provinces. The Emperour having fpeedv 
notice hereof, as fpeedily fent away to Conjiantine Arianites the Magifter "’and Go- 
vernour of Adnanople, and to Bafilius Monachus the General of Bulgaria, with the 
Forces of Macedonia and Bulgaria to join themfelves with Michael and Kegenes. 
winch accordingly they did. The Roman Armies being united, Kegenes as he faw 
his advantages, being better acquainted than any other with the humour of his 
Countrey Men, made many Aflaults upon them, who having on this ttde the 
River light upon Wine and Drinks made with Honey, of which before they had 
never tailed, thereof drank fo intemperately, that great multitudes of them died 
every day. This being made known to Kegenes, he prevailed with the other 
Captains to fall upon them now when they were diftrefied by Cold andSick- 
nefs ; though with feme Relutfancy, to ingage in Fight with fo great Multitudes. 

13 A fudden and fierce onfet being made upon them,they were fo much there- 
and the whole ' 7 ^ affrighted that this added to their other diftrefs, they threw down their 
Army of the Arms, and yielded afwell Tyracb and the moft Noble, as the reft of the multitude 
fSd C and e ^" J Very vehementI y u [& ed that they Ihouldall be put to Death, which he 
taken. executed on many upon whom he light, with this faying, that A Snake is to he 
h “ e t f W f nt f r w bije he cannot move his Tail, left when Summer comes C,animated 
afrejh by the heat of the Sun) he doe more mifehief. But the Roman Captains ab¬ 
horring fo great cruelty, thought fit they Ihould be bellowed in the Defart pla¬ 
ces of Bulgaria , a Tribute put upon them, by which a good Revenue would ac¬ 
crue to the Emperour, and he might be furnilht with Souldiers againft the Turks 
or other Enemies. They prevailed againft Kegenes , who yet to doe what lay in 
his power, killed all he had taken except fuch as he could make Money of, and 
went his way. The reft of the multitude Bafilius the Governour of Bulgaria dif- 
perfcdtln-ougkthe Plains of Sardica, Naifus and Eutzapelus , taking from them all 
their Weapon?left they fliould afterward attempt any thing. Tyracb and an hun¬ 
dred and forty others were lent up to Conftantinople, where they were kindly 
entertained by the Emperour, Baptized, had Honours and Wealth conferred on 
TheSuhan them, and lived with greater content and pleafure than formerly. But by this 
War upon the time the Sultan dilplealed by the Anfwer to his Mettage, had gathered Forces 
Emperour, out or Perfia and Babylonia , and renewed the War : Monomachus upon notice, be- 
fifteentiwu- Me l ° 5 her Reparations caufed fifteen thoufand of the lately Conquered Patzinacce 
fand p atK i- to b< ; Armed, and giving them four Commanders of thofe'who abode at Conjlan- 
tiac* againft tinopie, whom he richly prefented and adorned with coftly Armour, fent them 
turnback in 6 / mto f h ? ria under r Condua of Conjiantine Hadrobalanus a Patritian. They went 
to their own on their way as far as Melitena , but drawing near to Damatrys , and confulting 
Countrey. what to doe with themfelves, they abhorred fo much the thoughts of going 
into Iberia, by the Advice of Catalune one of their Officers they refolved to re¬ 
turn back to their Countreymen, and following his example in taking the Sea 
with his Horfe, fwom over it being narrow, for they had no Boats, and by a 
prodigious adventure got back to Traditza. There arming their Companions 
as they could they did much milchief to the Roman Territores, and lome of them 
After which a removing to the River Ofmus, and the Countrey lying about Ifter, thence they 
them for 1 !hir- rnade excurfions into Thrace and Macedonia, having the better of fuch Captains 
ty year*. as oppofed them, till at length they made a Truce with the Romans for thirty years. 
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13 6 . In the mean time the Sultan was with all his Force entred into Iberia , 
where the Inhabitants had Ihut up themfelves and their Wealth in the ftrong 
The Sultan is Towns, fo that being come as far as Comium, and there underftanding that the 
repelled every Roman Army was to Rendefvouz at Ceefarea, he would not venture to proceed, but 
wiere. returned in great wrath becaufe he could perform no greater things. Patting into 
Baafpracan or Media , and there finding all in the fame pofture, in Indignation he 
was refolved to attacque fome of the Garrifons, and fell upon a City called 
And laying Mantzikierte, fituate in a Champion Soil, fortified by a triple Wall, and furnilhed 
siege to largely with Water and all other neceflaries, of which the Inhabitants had timely 
Mantzikierte- p r0 vided themfelves. Thinking becaufe of its fituation with eafe to become Matter of 
it, he attacqued it with all forts of Engines for thirty days without intermittlon ; but 
nothing could he gain upon it, the valour and induftry of Bafilius a Patritian the 
Governour, a very prudent Perfon fruftiating all Ills Attempts. Wearied with 
the frequent Repulfes he received, he purpofed to raife his Siege, when Alcan the 
Captain of the Corafmii begged of him but to continue it one day longer, and 
commit it to his management, which was readily granted. By break of day 
Alcan having his men and all tilings in readineft, placed the Sultan and the moll 
eminent Perfons about him on an Hill near the Eaftern Gate to be Spe&atours 
t of what ihould follow; and then to that Gate applied all his Engines and Devi¬ 
ces, becaufe in that place the Wall feemed lower, and the place where he ihould- 
Hand fomewhat higher, fo that it afforded advantage to doe execution upon thofe 
within the Walls. The Army he divided into two parts, whereof the one he ordered 
to ftand upon that Ground to ihoot into the Town, the other with Forks and other 
ruftical Inftruments to bear up a fort of Engine called Lcefa , and bear it to the 
Walls. This Lafta was a kind of Hurdle or Tent made of Boughs, and above co¬ 
vered with aa Ox Hide, born with Feet or Pillars which itood .upon Wheels. 

This they were to thruft to the Walls, which under covert of it they were to 
demoliih; for he concluded that all Arrows or Darts would be kept off by the 
Hide above, and they might work at the Walls as he' pleafed, efpecially feeing 
his Archers placed upon that advantageous Ground would not permit any to appear 
upon the Battlements. But Bafilius perceiving what,he aim’d at, gave order to 
Inch as were to defend the Walls not to appear nor ffiew themfelves, but to 
have in readinefs great Stones, Arrows and Darts, and expedl the fign, which 
was, Chrifi help us ; and he had prepared lome very great Beams which were 
iharpned at one end. Now Alcan feemed to himfelf by his fhowrs of Arrows, to 
have driven all from the Battlements, and therefore the T&fa were put to the 
Walls, which being come fo near that they could not go back, Baft lias gave the 
watch-word, and out came they that had the guidance oi the Beams, and let them 
fall upon the Leefce : then did others plye them with great Stones and other 
things, whereby the Tops of them were quite broken, and they within were ex- 
pofed to all Arrows, Dard and other things that came to Hand, and all periihed, 
amongft whom Alcan himfelf: he being known by the goodnels of his Armour, 
two. Young Men iflued out and by his Hair drew him in at the Gate, which 
done, Bafilius caufed his Head to be cut off and {hot amongft the Turks. At the 
1 fight of it the Sultan was much troubled, and broke up his Siege, pretending he 

rife°and go was called away by more urgent Affairs, and threatning the next fpring with 
Home. greater Forces to make another Journey into the Roman Territories. 

137. The Emperour being felicitous about his return,and defirous to be Reven¬ 
ged of Aplefphar, who having broken the League made with Conjiantine, had in¬ 
vaded his Dominions, gathered all the Forces of the Eaft together, and over them 
appointed for Commander one Nicephorits an Eunuch, and formerly his Chaplain 
when a private Man, but who fince had for love of the World renounced his Or¬ 
ders. Him he now graced with the Title of Governour and General of the Camp, 
and fent him into the Eaft, not becaufe of any valour or skill he had,but becaufe he 
knew him faitlifull to him. This Nicephorus proceeding as far as the Iron Bridges, as 
they were called, and Cantzacium, light not upon the Turks (for they upon hearing 
what Preparations were made againft them under Command of Abimilech the Bro¬ 
ther of Cutlumufus, were returned Home) but forced Aplefphar within the Walls, 
and wafting the Countrey, compelled him again to make Peace, and renew the 
League, for confirmation whereof lie gave up as Hoftage Artafiras the Son of 
Phatlum his Brother, Prince of the Region of Cantzacium, whom having received, 
Nicephorus as having performed enough, returned to Conftantinople. In the mean 
time the Patzinaca , as we hinted, patting over Hamas,and viewing the Plain which 
lay betwixt it and Ifter, and extends it lelf as far as the Sea ; and perceiving how 
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TheP k f ?”lh wcl1 il: was Wooded and Watered, there fate down (the Inhabitants called it, 
incurfions ‘ in- An hundred Hills) and thence made Incurfioris into the Dominions of the Em- 
to the Empire, pire, the fubje&s of which they not a little molefted. Upon this occafion Ke- 
Are°"»w Ufcnt & nes was fent for b y the Emperour to Confult, and lying with his Forces in a 
Sro Cen- cn F-ield near to the City, while as yet he knew not wherefore he was fent, three 
fiantinopie, of the Patzinaoe his Countreymen made an attempt upon his life, and wounded 
him by Night though not mortally, for fome of his Guard coming timely in, they 
ftriick not courageoully, but endeavouring to efcape, as much more Affiftence 
came in with Baltzar the Son of Kegenes , they were taken. They appealed to 
the Emperour ; whereupon Baltzar put his Father into a Chariot with four Wheels, 
and after him drew them bound, and fo with all his Horfe, he himfelf, together 
with his Brother Gulin followed on Foot, and entred the City till they came to 
the Cirque, then leaving there the reft, he himfelf went to the Emperour. At fight 
of him the Emperour demanded why he had not at firft put to Death the A(- 
faffinates, to which he anfwered, becaufe they had appealed unto him. Hereupon 
Monomachus grew lbfpicious, and fent immediately for the Men, who being asked 
the caufe of the Attempt, affirmed they did it for his fake, and for the Empire 
and City, to which Kegenes was a Traitour, having a defign by break of Day to 
_ have entred, killed all, and with the Plunder to return to his own Countrey> 

’ men. 

138. Now whereas the Emperour fiiould have made ftruft Inquifition, and fif-. 

And it there ted out the matter, he gave credit to the improbable and ill coherent tales of 
kept Prifoner. thefe fellows, and caufing Kegenes to be brought to Court, under pretence of 
Cure and Phyfick, kept him clofe up, feparated his Sons the one from the other, 
arid pretending great kindnefs to his Men, and flattering them with large allow¬ 
ance of Meat and Drink, endeavoured by degrees, and as he could to diflarm 
them, and commit the principal of them to cuftody, giving free leave in the 
mean time to the Aflaflinates to go where ever they pleafed. Yet thought he 
for all this to cover his defign, though the Patzinacce proved far more cunning, 

Buthis Foi- and deceived the Deceiver as he thought himfelf. They took very thankfully 
SfrCou™ w hat he fent them, and made fhew of much contentment and obedience - but 
rreymen, ma- confidering all thefe particulars they were well fatisfied as to their Inclinations, 
king frelhin- and by Night got them away from the Camp, and travelling hard on the third 
curfioni. Day by g reat Journeys paffed th eHamus, and joined themfelves with their Coun¬ 
treymen. Now being all united and having Arms fufficient, they came over 
the Mountain to a Caltle called Aula, not far irom Adrianople , and thence wafted 
the Countries adjacent, which afioon as Confiantine Areianites the Magijter and 
General of the Weft underftood, he drew out fome Forces againft them, and 
lighting upon fome Straglers and Parties had at firft the better of them, but In- 
gaging their main Body near a Fort called Dampolis , there he was defeated, with 
the lofs of many men ; and returning to Adrianople gave notice thereof to the 
Emperour, fignifying that there was neceffity of bringing another Army into 
the Field, and that no good could be expe&ed from thole who had been alrea¬ 
dy beaten againft fo refolved and numerous an Enemy. The Emperour had had no¬ 
tice of the defeat before his Letters arrived,and had fent to Tyrach and the other No¬ 
blemen of the Patzinaca, then refiding at Conjlantinople, whom having richly 
Upon which Prefented they engaged by Oath to pacifie and quiet their Nation. He lent alio 
faiSnft for al1 the Forces o£ theEaft > which having palled over from Ahydus and Ckry- 
them. fopolis , he then afiigned them Nicephorus the Re&ourfor their Captain, to whom 

hejoyned Catacalo the General of theEaft, and Erlebim a Frank Captain of his 
Countreymen, yet fo as to be obedient to his Orders. Confiantine marching with 
his Army over Htemus, came to a place called Diacene, and there incamped and 
fortified himfelf, purpofing the day following to leave all his Baggage there, and 
fo with the Army difintangled from all Incumbrances to Fight the Enemy, 
whom he fo contemned as not fearing to have the better of them, it onely per¬ 
plexed him how to prevent their running away, and efcaping his Victorious 
Arms. Nay the Souldiers being as confident as their Captain; fome of them 
had prepared Ropes and Thongs wherewith to lead away their Priioners. 

139. In the mean - time Tyrach and the reft of the Nobility whom the Empe- H em CeJre ~ 
rour had difmifled were come to the Patzinaoe , and confpired with the reft for ex 

the belt promotion of the Affairs of their Countrey, fo far were they from ac- 
comphlhing what they had fworn at their departure. Confiantine confulting what ^ at<e J uppktur. 
was fitteft to be done, Amhujlus was for falling on them while they were yet 
difperfed and out of order, which the General out of Gallantry refufed, faving that 

They 
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They mould run away into the Woods , and for his part he had no Dogs to Hunt them 
oft. But this fault was quickly amended, for the Patzinaoe drew up in order 
towards him, and then the next Morning he prepared to give them Battel. 

He himfelf led the middle Battel, Amhujlus the Right, and FrancopuSus the Left 
Wing; blit without much labour they loft the day, the Romans ignominioufly 
But is put to betaking themfelves to their Heels, onely Amhujlus and thofe about him fighting 
Flight. manfully were flain: the Patzinacce durft not make any confiderable purfuit for 
fear of Ambulhes, hardly imagining they could be earneft in running uponfo 
. little provocation. The Emperour at the News was much netled, but not able 

Forc«aTe° re to recall what he had done in the choice of a General, refolved if poffibleto re¬ 
tailed. p a i r t he lofs the following year. In the third Induftion, and the eighth year of 
his Reign he fent for his Army out of the Eaftern Parts, which he committed 
to the Condu£t of Confiantine Captain of the Friends or Aflociates, and com- 
manded himtojoyn with the Forces ftill in Thrace,and chafti2e(if poflible) the ob- 
ftinate Patzinaoe. He went to Adrianople , and there uniting his Forces, incam¬ 
ped himfelf within a Rampart; and the Patzinaoe hearing of Ills coming, Ihort- 
ly after came up to him on the eighth day of June. While he was in a Council 
of War confulting what to doe, Samuel Burtzes one of his Officers without any 
orders led the Foot he Commanded, he fet upon the Enemy, who far exceeding 
him in numbers fore diftrefled him, fo that he fent feveral Meflengers to the Ge¬ 
neral for Affiftence, who though he could have wiflied him punifhed for his ralh- 
nefs, yet confidering it was the Emperour’s bufinefs, concluded he muft not neg- 
led it, and fo was conftrained to give the Signal for Battel. 

140. He went in to the Succour of Burtzes , but could not prevail againft the 
obftihate Enemy, who much animated by vanquilhing the Foot already, eafily 

Which areal, difeouraged the Horle, fo that Horfe and Foot both ran ignominioufly within the 
fo defeated. R am p art) an{ j there fecured. themfelves, after the Lofs of many Men and feveral 
Perfons of Eminence, as Michael Doceianus a Patritian, and Conjlantinus Areia- 
nitus the Magtjler , who died on the third Day after of his Wounds. The Pat- 
zinaoe befieged them in the Rampart, and had certainly taken it, but 
that they were difeouraged by an accident, an arrow out of an Engine killing 
one Sultzus , and his Horfe under him, when at the fame time it chanced, that 
Glahas Nicetas drew near with fome Succours from Adrianople , which they ima¬ 
gining to be Bajtlius with the Forces of Bulgaria , would riot abide his coming, 
but difperfed themfelves. While matters went thus abroad, at home in the City, 
a Confpiracy was difeovered againft the Emperour, whereof were Authours, Ni¬ 
cephorus and Michael the Sons of Nicephorus , with others of their Relations. In- 
a Co f iracy Addition was made after all Offenders, blit none were punifhed, but Nicephorus 
at home^but whofe Eflate was feized, and then he lent into Banifhment. Monomachus rid of this 
difcovered Danger, fet himfelf wholly to vindicate the Honour of the Empire againft: the 
and punifhed. j P a tzinacte. Kegenes he took out of Prifon and fent him to them, he ingaging to 
leatedUjutof ta ^ e t ^ em l rom t * ieir outrageous Courfes. All the Forces he could raife out 
Prifon° U ° of his own Subje&s, and his Allies he caufed to be got together, in particular 
The whole the Franks and Barangi , over every Nation he appointed for Commander fome 
Em^re°in«! Eminent Perfon of their own, and over all made General Nicephorus Bryennius a 
ged againft Patritian, whom upon this occafion lie called Ethnarch , and fent him againft the 
the Patina- patzinaoe ,>, wlio now very much defpifing the Romans , freely and without any 
fear laid all walle they could come at in Macedonia and Thrace. Their Cruelty 
who had the t h e y exercifed more than#ever, not fparing the Infants that hung at the 
comenear^o Breaft, and fome of them were fo bold as to come as far as Catafyrtce , not far 
Conftamim- diftant from Conjlantinople , and were paid well for their boldnefs. For the Em- 
for it Utpay P erour Fet out a Party againft them, colletfted out of his own Guards, and others 
under Command of John , firnamed Philofophus a Patritian, one of the Eunuchs 
belonging to the Chamber of Zoe the Emprefs, which felling on them by 
Night when drunk and fleepy, made an end of them all, and fent up Cart-loads 
. of their Heads to Monomachus. 

141. But in the mean time Kegenes to perform his promife made to the Em¬ 
perour, came near to his Countreymen and fent to them to let them know his 
mind, to which they returning this Anfwer, and confirming it by Oath that they 
would be governed by him, lie trufted and went to them, but was no fooner 
come, but they cut him to pieces, and thofe very fmall ones. Bryennius com¬ 
ing to Adrianople , took care for prefervation of the Countrey; for the Emperour 
thinking not yet enough done, fent after him Michael a Patritian, and Acoluthus , 
or Captain of his Guards, with a new fupply, and to have the chief Command, 

but 
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but with Order to be iarefull how he ingaged in Battel, and in the fir ft place to 
reprefsthe Incurfions of the Enemy, into the poos harafled Countries. He ac- 
cordingly, having joined with Bryennius , fet upon them as they ranged in Parties, 
their" Parties 0ne hecut off at a Plate called Goloa, and another near a Caftle named Toplit- 
being cutoff rn, which fo difcouraged them, that they dared no more to appear in the Coun- 
they make not trey, lying at the Foot of Hcemus , but transferred all their Power and Rage into 
onffo openly Macedonia which they wafted with a feled Party, able if need were to refift all 
as heretofore, oppolers they could expedt from thence. Bryennius and Michael having notice of 
this their Cunning, by Night difeamped, and keeping their Defign very clofe, 
by great Marches came to Chariopolis which they entred, and as the Patzinaae 
merily returned home in the Evening from their Plunder, to their Camp 
not far from the City, in which they did not think any Army at all could be, 
fell upon them as they lay fleeping and fecure, and eafily put them to the 
Sword. This defeat fo awed them, that for the two following years they did 
hot range about fo licencioufly as formerly, but very cautioufly and as it were 
by ftealth. 

M z - The Emperour was infome raeafure freed from his apprehenfions of them, 
but in the mean time perceived not what danger he was in from a Snake he had 
taken into liis bolome. - There was one Romanus Boilas , who being an obfeure 
man ferved in the Wars, of a ready Tongue, Cedrenus tells us, but Zonaras will 
have him a Stammerer, not able to fpeak plain, which defeat having received 
partly from Nature, he had increafed by afledlation and euftome, thinking it 
feems it would make the more notice to be taken of him. With this man the 
Emperour, afloon as he came to the Knowledge of him, was wonderfully taken, 
pleafing himfelf exceedingly with his trifling and infignificant Wit, fo as he had 
conftant accels both to him and to the Women when he pleafed, and was not 
wanting to himfelf, but made ule of his time and opportunities to hoard up much 
Wealth. This fb far imboldned him, as from a mtean Condition to procure the 
Dignity of a Senatour. But his ambition difdained fuch moderate bounds ; mean 
men when got into Power ufually carry their Heads and Nofes high, and fluf¬ 
fing up mucii of the upper Air, cannot once be brought to think of their for¬ 
mer Friends or Condition, till an Ebb of Fortune difcover their Folly to them 
again afwell as their Original and Principles. Being Senatour he was never quiet 
till he became the molt inward Councillour, and chief Minifter of the Empe- 
J' 9 ur ; *? wllich having arrived, what wanted there now but to be Emperour 
himfelf, and for this vaft preferment as he wanted not opportunity, f having 
continual accefs both into the- Bedchamber, and other the moft fecret retiring 
Rooms ) by the death of the prefent Prince to bring his ends about, fo he 
thought himfelf abundantly meriting the Dignity, and had a Confcience large 
enough to bear any thing that might make for that purpofe. Being then pof- 
fefied with a vehement defire of reigning, he cunningly attempted all he knew 
to be diflatisfied with the Emperour. To fuch as abhorred the thought of ma¬ 
king him away, he pretended abundance of Love, as having onely tried their 
Loyalty and good Affedtion to their Prince, to whom he would not fail to make 
at home'imt But ( uch as approved of the tiling he incouraged to the utmoft, nay 

difeoveredand ? bI, B ed them to it by Oath, and watched for a convenient opportunity to put it 
puniflied. in Execution. And to Execution he had put it, but that he was detected by one 
of the Confpiratours, as he had the very Sword in his Hand, which Ihould have 
done the deed. Hereupon much Inquifition was ufedfor convi&ion of his com¬ 
plices, whole Eflates were confifcated, and their Perlons banifhed; but no other 
punifliment was infli&ed upon himfelf, but that the Emperour for fome time 
ihewed fome averfenefs or diflatisfadtion in his Company, which in a little time 
wore off again, and he returned to his wonted Truft and Familiarity. 

14$. In the mean time ( to return a little into the Eaft) the Sultan as vve faid 
bearing a mortal Spight to his Brother Ahram , continually fought occafion to 
take away his Life, which he perceiving fled to Cutlumufus his Kinfman, with 
whom he joined Forces and Intereft to make War upon the Sultan. They gave 
Iiim Battel at a Place called Pafar, but there Air am was taken Prifoner and put 
mon^the 3 * death * Cutlumu fa with fix thoufand Men, and Melech Abram's Son fent to 
Turks. the Emperour, defiring to be received into his Protection, and in the mean time 
till an anfwer fliould be returned, laid fiege to a Town in Perfarmenia called 
Carfe , which he took, the Caftle excepted. But the Sultan with an Army purfu- 
ing him came into Iberia, whom to avoid he fled as far as Saba and Arabia the 
Happy. In Iberia the Sultan laid all wafte before him, to flop whofe progrefs the 

Em- 
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Emperour" recalled Michael Acoluthus out of the Weft, and lent him;into that 
Province, who there' in Chaldia gathering together the difperfed Franks and Bd- 
rangi , ufed his indeavours to reprefc his Motions and Hoftilities. The Sultan 
having News of his fudderi Arrival, concluded with himfelf that he meant to 
fight, and confidered that fliould he ingage and overcome the Emperours Ser¬ 
vant and Officer, it would not at all redound to his Honour, and Ihould he be 
beaten by him it would tend exceeding much to his difrepute, whereupon he 
departed with all his Forces to Tdbrefium. At the fame time Michaelas the Son of 
Stephen , and his SuccefTour in his Principality over the Triballi and Serbi, en¬ 
tred into the League with the Emperour, and receiving from him the Office and 
Dignity of Protofpatharius , was admitted a Friend and Ally of the Roman 
Empilre. At the fame time the Prince of *s£gypt courted him with Prefents. But 
Another Ex. nothing gave him or could give him fatisfadfcion, fo long as the Patzinaca ftill 
pedition a - went unpunilhed, to chaftize whom he now again railed, and got together all 
gainft the t h e Force he could make both out of Eaft and Weft, over which he appointed 
at^naca. GeneraI Michael Acoluthus , and befides this he commanded Bafilius Syncellus , 
with the Bulgarian Army, to join with him in the Expedition. The Patzinacae 
having notice of the Contrivance, incamped themfelves at a Place called Great 
PrifchUva, which they fortified by a deep Trench and a Bulwark, refolving 
therein to endure a Siege. And the Romans befieged them till they were weary, 
and began to be in diftrefs for Neccflaries, which drove them into a Confulta- 
tion what was to be done. It was refolved that the Siege fliould be raifed, and 
Butwith great accordingly a deep filence being injoined late at Night they departed. This was 
Empire. the not unknown to Tyrach, who lent out a great Number to flop the ways through 
which they muft pafs, and then did he fet upon them as they went at their backs 
whereby great Multitudes were killed, when Hie fled from him the other re¬ 
ceiving, and killing them in .the narrow or unknown Paflages. Amongft others 
fell Syncellus 1 thole that efcaped got with Michael to Adrianople. The Emperour 
exceedingly afflidled for the perpetual Lofs and Difgrace received from this Peo¬ 
ple, made yet once again Preparations fo great, that he refolved if poffible to 
root them out of the Earth, making new Levies, and hiring Souldiers whereever 
At iaft a trace j ie co uld. They from a Fugitive underftanding his Refolutions, to divert fo great 
eemfluded!* “ a ft°rm as was gathering, fent and defired Peace. And he condefcended to a 1 nice 
for thirty Years. 

144. The Truce was very feafonable, confidering into what condition his great 
Expence had brought him. Whereas the great Charge of his Wars Ihould have 
made him frugal and circumfpeft in other matters, it was fo far from it, that 
the more he expended out of the Neceffiry, the more he would profufely and 
conftantine vainly call away, the certain Argument of a weak and eafie Prince. He had an 
hve^yprofufe! ambition to appear bountifull and liberal, but in it was not the leaft Skill or Dif- 
cretion, not being able to diftinguilh betwixt Magnificence and Prodigality. In 
bellowing the publick Treafure, he never obferved any Rules of to whom , when, 
or how much, and lo plunged himfelf into fo great Necelfities, that by honourable 
or dilhonourable means, by right or wrong he muft have Supplies. That which 
was taken notice of moft to beggar him, was the building of a Monaftery to 
St. George in Mangana , as it was thought chiefly, that under pretence of vifiting 
and overfeeing the Workmen, he might have opportunity more frequently to 
vifit his Sclenena, who followed feveral Games, and particularly that of Hunting 
in thele Parts. Hereby and by his other Courfes, the Treafury was quite drained, 
to recruit which he invented feveral mean, fordid and unjuft Courfes, employing 
moft rapacious Fellows in the gathering the Revenue, who exadfed it without any 
refpedl had to Right or Equity. And one thing there is, which makes him guilty 
Of the Decay and Ruine of the Empire j to fce lure the Eaft was loft through his 
He disbands Mifcarriage in this profufe way. For whereas certain Provinces, thole upon the 
upon°the' erS Boders efpecially, were free from Tribute and Impofitions for this Reafon, be- 
Frontieri to caufe they maintained fo many Souldiers to keep the Straits, to watch the Ro- 
the Fm' uc ot man Pale* and fecure it from the Incurfions of Barbarians, he disbanded thefe 
P ' re ‘ Souldiers, and diflolved the Garrifons of fuch Parts, particularly the Army of 
Iberia , fo neceflary for refiftence of the Turks, confifting of fifty thoufand Men, 
they were disbanded by Leo Serblius , on purpofe to raile a Revenue out of that 
Countrey: an Adi of moft pernicious and infamous Confequence, which lets a 
Mark upon him to all Pofterity, as a dreadfull warning to all profufe Princes, 
the Era- Zoe theEmprefs dying at Seventy Years of Age, lie howled and roared for her, 
preft dies. an j behaved himfelf much unlike a Man, compared her with Angels, and when 
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out of the moifture of her Tomb a Mulhrome fprung up he affirmed it an evi¬ 
dence fent from Heaven that ffie was there received amongft the intelligent Pow¬ 
ers. But his love was fo great to her that prefently after her- Death he made 
choice of another obje <2 inamoured of the Daughter ofa certain Alan Prince, which 
then lay as an Hoftage at Constantinople^ that he brought her into the Palace ,* cal¬ 
led her Augufta , gave her Royal maintenance,and had it not been for the Awe and 
refpedt he bore to Theodora, , or efpecially for the Infamy ofa fourth Marriage he 
had made her Emprels and given her a Diadem. But the Domination of this 
new Lady was not long lived. For after his death, lhe was reduced into the State 
and condition fhewas in before, except lhe made ufe of her time and faved any 
thing, the fhortfpace that her Beauty ruled. 

14 5- For now Monomachus grew towards his end, being alrnoft quite fpent by 
the Gout, which prefently after his advancement fo feized on his Limbs that he 
could neither ftand nor go, but was held up or carried when ever he had occafion 
to ftir. Afterward his intemperance toward Women increafing the diftemper, 
the humour fell alfo into his Hands and upon his Shoulders, and at length tor¬ 
mented him throughout both in all his Joynts, and inwardly in his fide,fo that 
lie could not but with great pain and trouble fetch his Breath. His cafe now 
feeming delperate both to himfelf and others, thofe that were about him con- 
fulted about a Succeflour. The chief Man now in favour and power was one 
John the. Principal Logotbeta, an Eunuch and otherwife a pityfull fellow, ofob- 
fcure Original, and as defpicable as to his parts, utterly as unfit for bufinefs as 
to write or fpeak according to true Grammar ; but him the Emperour intrufled 
with all and defigned him Prince of the Senate, having removed from the place 
of chief Minifter one Liftrudes a Perfon of quite different Qualifications becaufe 
he was wont to deal plainly with him, and oppofe any thing he knew contrary 
toreafon. This John together with Conftantine the Protonotarius Dromi, Bafilius 
the Caniclei Pratfettus and others, perceiving him drawing on, put him in mind of 
letiing matters and recommended to him Ntcephorus the Proteuon (or Primat ", 
as one might call him,but that this Title is appropriate to Ecclefiafticks^as the molt 
fit Perfon to fiicceed him, to which he afienting they lent notice to him then being 
at his Government in Bulgaria fecretly as they thought and without the know- 
c.onfiantine , . *" eo “ ora - But fhe wanted not Friends to let her know their contrivance 

a ionomachus h°w private foever, and \exvmg Monomachus dying in this new Monaftery fhe 
dies, Theodora entred a Pinace and accompanied with feveral that were faithfull to her went to 
rightful! Em- Pa !f ce “i Conftantinople where fhe was publifhed, declared and owned 

i>re&. Emprels by all, as right Heir to her Anceftours. This News thereof brought to 

Monomachus mcreafed his diftemper and he lived little longer than to teftifie his 
forrow by a figh, with which he ended his days after he had Reigned twelve 
years and eight months. That we may not difmifs him without his due com¬ 
mendations as well as tax him for his faults, the provifion he made for the Poor, 
lor the Aged and Strangers in his Monaftery is applauded by our Writers. And 
whereas the Revenues of the great Church were fo loft and diminifhed that Ser¬ 
vice was there onely laid on the Lord’s day, he fo provided for it that Mate was 
there every day celebrated, and for the Communion he largely fupplied the Altar 
with Plate, adorned with Gemmsand Pearl very richly. Yet his Reign is ill fpo- 
ken of for the reafons above alledged, and was more taken notice of by the People 
for fome ill Accidents that happened toward the end thereof. For in the fe- 
ventiiand eighth Induftions fo great aPlague there raged in the City that the quick 
could fcarcely Bury the Dead. And in the Summer of the feventh fo great Tem- 
pefts, that they killed both much Cartel and fome Men. 

145. Theodora Porphjrogenita having got pofleffion of what the People granted 
to be her Inheritance, firft puniffied tholethat had been for the promotion of Ni- 
cepborus, by theConfifcation of their Eftates and Banifliment. Then to her Eu¬ 
nuchs did fhe diftnbute the greateft Places and Offices in the Empire. Theodoras 
fhe makes Domeftick of the Schools of the Eaft, and fends him thither to reftrain 
She fettles her ^“ e 1 i nr ° . es °V , Turks> taking away from the Magifter Ifaacius Comnenas the 
Government. Mafterfhip of the Camp. For Monomachus had Tranfported all the Macedonian 
forces into the Eaft under Macedonian Captains, amongft which was alfo Bryennius 
a certain Rumour or Prophecy running abroad, that the Turks jhould befupprejfed 
iy fuch an Army as Alexander the Great ufed in Conquering the Perfians. She made 
Mcetas the Logotheta Dromi, Manuel the Drungarius Bigla, and for his great abi¬ 
lities fhe employed Leo Stralofpondylus as her Mafter of State, who had formerly 
ferved the Emperour Michael. Aflifted by thefe apd other Officers though fhe was 


very: 
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very old, yet would fhe govern her felf, and refufed to make any Emperour. To 
Leo lhe committed the chief management of all affairs • but fhe her felf would lie 
upon the judgment feat, give Audience and anfwer to Ambafladours, create Ma- 
giftrates, pronounce Laws, and interpofe her Opinion and Relblution both iri 
publick and private matters : and her Government fucceeded Well enough. For 
againft her no man oppofed himfelf, nor difobeyed her, and fhe maintained her 
Authority feizing the Eftate and banilhing Bryennius becaufe upon hearing of the 
Death of Monomachus he had with the Macedonians under his command removed 
to Chryfopolis without her orders. No Nation made War upon her, neither did 
any publick Calamity happen in her time, thefeafons of the year being all. good 
and natural. Though old as file was yet being of aftrong conftitution and able 
enough for bufinefs, fhe promifed her felf many years. But though herein fhe 
flattered her felf and was flattered into this belief, it’s laid* by a Monk, yet e’er two 
years came to an end fhe found fhe was deceived, being feized with the lliack Pa ft 
fion , a difeafe always dangerous, and which caufed the Phyficians to defpair of her 
recovery. Then did thofe about htr confider whom to prefer to the Government 
diaeisfnuio- by whom thefe happy days might be continued. They pitched upon Michael 
ticus for her Stratioticus one of Conftantinople , innocent and harmlefs, but utterly unfit for fuch 
Succeflour an employment both in refpedt of his ignorance, for from his youth he had onely 
dlc *' been ufed to War j and his great Age, for he was very Decrepit. But the Eunuchs 
and Leo judging him fit for their turn becaufe they could govern him at their 
pleafure, they perfwaded Theodora to make him Emperour,, which fhe did by ador¬ 
ning him with a Diadem, after he had given his Oath to doe nothing without 
their knowledge and coqfent. Thefe matters finilhed Theodora ended herLife 
when flie had Reigned one year and nine months about the end of Auguft. 

Michael Em. 147. Michael Stratioticus by her death became Emperour and Monarch, and 
perour. was for fuch declared on the laft day of Auguft in the ninth Indication, A. D. 

M. LVI. As foori as the News of his promotion came to the Ears of Theodofius 
the Prefident, the Coufin German of Monomachus he was thereby fo much diftur- 
bed as not confidering the difficulty of the thing he undertook nor what danger 
Againft he incurred , he got together his dependants. Servants and fuch of his Friends 
whom t/*o- ] a id things little to heart, and in the Evening with that Train at his Heels palled 
lident feu upfuptbe Streets from his Houfe toward the Palace, crying out that he was injur’d, 
and that the Empire of right defcended upon him as being next in Bloud to the 
late Emperour. Coming to the Prcetorium he broke open the Prifon, and let out 
the Malefadtours to aflilt him, which he did alfo at Choice. In the mean time the 
Eunuchs in the Palace having received the Alarm made what Preparations they 
could to fupprefs him, both by Land and Water, which he underftanding turned 
from the way leading thither and went to the great Church where he hoped to 
be received and owned by the Patriarch and Clergy. But things fell out quite 
otherwife; for when he came to the Church, they Jhut the Doors upon him j and 
though upon occafions of Innovation many people ufed to flock and run together, 
yet none now appeared, and on the contrary fuch as had appeared for him began 
by degrees todeferthim and fall off*. So that at length being by all deferred*he 
But ispimifli betook himfelf with his Son to the Church, not as a Prince but a fuppliant, and 
ed for his foil was thence taken away very fpeedily and confined to Pergamus as a place ofBa- 
ty- nilhment. After which fort the chiefeft of thofe who had taken part with him 

were puniffied. And for his folly he became a Song to the ordinary fort. 

148. Stratioticus thus freed from this ralh Adventurer was Emperour without 
the contraditftions of any. To fhew that he was govern’d by thofe that rais’d 
him, fuch things as they underftood he did very well, but in fuch matters as 
he himfelf had been continually verfed none did ever worfe. The Senatours as 
they were Men ofintereft and influence he promoted, fuch generally as were not 
fit for fo great Employments as thofe to which he preferred them ; ufing the fame 
courfe and method to Men of more ordinary Rank. But as to military Men, he 
atfted quite otherwife, his own Companions, nay his equals once, Men of confi- 
derable commands in the Armies. To thefe Officers when they came into rhe 
City he did notlhew theleaft refpeift either by adt or deed,and the two principal 
he much difgufted, Men both of them of great Nobility, bearing the Title pf Ma¬ 
gifter, and by their skill and adtions having as much Reputation as their places 
wereufually capable of. Thefe were Ifaacius Comnenus and Ambuftus Catacalo 
the latter of which in a meeting of Officers jn Eafter ( when the Emperour’? 
bounty was wont to appear towards Men of this quality and Employment) he 
deprived of his Government of Antiochj and into his place immediately put Micka- 
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c/ his Kinfman whom at the fame time he preferred to the Dignity of a Magiffer , gi- 
ving to him the firnameof Vrarns that he might feem to derive Iiis Defcent from 
that Noble Family. Catacalo he accufed as having very badly difcharged his Of¬ 
fice, in that the Numbers of Souldiers were diminillied in his time, and he gave no 
content to thole that had bufihefs with him; and when the moll Ancient and 
moll eminent Officers of the Army flood up in his Defence he fell into oppro¬ 
brious Language both againft him and them, wherein he did not fpare Comnenus. 

This carriage very much difcouraged fome and provoked others of the Army, 
who could hear 'of the Liberality of this new Emperour unto others but not receive 
fo much as one good word from him themfelves, though Men of his own Pro- 
teffion; yet did they not thence conceive fo great Indignation as to Plot or defign 
any thing againft him till another Tryal, So Writes ZoMras y from whom Cedremk 
dinks in this that he gave Comnenas and Catacalo ill Language, for he Writes that 
he gave them two good Words, but would not gratifie them in any thing they de- 
fired. And he farther inftances in others he difobliged. Bryennius he recalled out 
Th e Turks ofBaniflntient, gave him the command of the Cappadocians, and with the Mace- 
infeft the Bor- dontitn Legions lent him againft the Turks, a Commander of whom Samucb by 
dersofthe name, riow much infefted the Borders of the Empire. But when he earneftly de- 
mp,re fired him to have his Eftate reftored which Theodora had taken from him he refu¬ 
fed, and when ftill more importunately he urged him to it, he put him off with 
that Common faying, that Wages are not to he required till the work be done, 
whereby lie fo exafperated him that he expe&ed but an opportunity to be reven¬ 
ged. 

149. Imprudent alfo was his carriage to Francopulus Erbelius who had done 
very good fervice under Maniaces in Sicily, and ftudied the Intereft of the Empire. 

Fie delired of him to be Honoured with the Dignity of a Magifter, which he not 
onely refufed to confer on him, but with Scoffs and much fcorn rejected him, 

Erbebius which Affront being a Barbarian (faith our Writer) and impatient in his nature. 

Revolts to the he took fo heinoufly that not thinking what others were attempting, to be re- 
T/irks. venged he got him Home into Armenia , and drawing over to him three hundred 
of thofe Franks that ferved "the Emperour went into Media and joyned himfelf 
with Samuch the Turk to make War upon the Romans. For fome time they ac¬ 
corded, but at length as commonly it happens differences arofe, and were multiplied 
betwixt the two leveral Nations, and they began to Plot, and contrive means how 
to affront and at laft to deftroy each other. Samucb feemed to carry it fair, but Er- 
lebius never trufted him, but dayly expe&ed the Turks would make fome at¬ 
tempt upon him and his Men, whom he charged ever to look to themfelves, not fo 
much as to Sleep or Eat but with their Weapons at Hand. At length the thing 
broke out and the Turks let upon th 0 Franks as they were at Dinner who aware 
of their coming and haying their Horfes ready, inftantly mounted, fought with 
and defeated them, killing the greater part; the reft efcaped into a Town not 
far off called Chlear. Erbelius after the purfuit was earneft for returning to their 
Camp, but it happening that there being a League and friendfhip betwixt him 
and the Ameras of that Town, his Mert would needs go thither to refrefli them¬ 
felves. He moft vehemently endeavoured to diflwade them, urging that they 
were by no means to truft thofe that were of a different Religion and Nation, 
who would make no difficulty at all of breaking their Oath, they counting it a 
matter of Piety and Merit to kill as many Chriftians as they could- But there was 
no good to be done, they continued obftinate, and he was forced to go with them 
into the Town, all he could doe was to beg of them to be vigilant andcarefull, 
always to be upon their Guard. But they once got in fell to their Baths and 
Cups which invited Aponafar the Ameras to take the advantage offered him, fo 
that Communicating his Defign with Samuch and the Saracens living thereabouts, 
preffedand * ie g ave fecret orders to thofe that lodged the Franks to lay hold ol and bind fait 
taken by the their Guefts,or if that could not be done to kill them. The fign being given, fome ac- 
Ameras of cordingly they make faft and others they kill; the reft efcapihg by leaping dowm 
3 ear " from the Walls. Erbelius was taken and kept as a Prifoner. This advantage the A- 
meras made of what he had done to curry favour with the Emperour. He lent him 
word he wasat his fervice and in Teftimony of the Reality thereof, had deftroyed 
thofe that had been Traitoursto him, and at prefent had their Captain faft in Prifon. 

1 jo. But Stratioticus his rough and crabbed Carriage produced fuch effects 
in a fhort fpace that he had but fmall caufe to rejoyce at the Calamity of the 
Franks. The Eaftern Officers being rejected by him as was faid now betook 
themfelves to Leo Strabofpondylus the Trotofyncellus and chief manager of affairs 

under 
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under him defiring his mediation in their behalf that they might not be the onely 
Men that muft be neglected, and not tafte of his Liberality, which they could not 
but take notice was very large towards others, who had neither watchc nor 
fought as they had done, and endured all manner of hardthips from their very 
Childhood. Leo heard them and had fo much of the Courtier as to commend 
every Man a part andfpeak of his valour arid Merits ; but did nothing of their 
bufmefs, fubmitting to the Emperou* humour who would neither allow then, 
.O good deeds nor good words, which at a fmall expence he might have done. This 
the Souidier* made them outrageous fo as firft to revile Stratioticus one to another, and rroiri 
” r reproachful words to pafs to exhortations to Hand by one another, and revenge 
SStat fo great Injuffice, which Combination they confirmed by Oath fecretly ,n the 
Church. By the advice of Ambuftus they Communicated their Defign to Bryen- 
nius as one who could affift them with a numerous Army, and eafily gained his 
concurrence. When they confulted whom to prefer to be Emperour, Ambuftus 
had all their fufTrages, as one who by his Age, valour and experience excelled all 
others, but he really adverfe to the burthen ; named Jfaacius Comnenas asthe fittelt 
Perfon they could chufe, and to him they all affented ; which done and confirmed 
by Oath they received- Provifions from the Emperour and departed each to his 
Quarters as was imagined. Amongft the reft Bryennius went to his charge and 
with him was fent John Opfaras a Patritian with Gold to pay his Souldiers. Bry¬ 
ennius at the Mufter required fo much to be given to every Souidier, which John 
refufed, affirming he would fully obey the Emperour’s Orders, andcontending to¬ 
gether about this matter Bryennius grew fo Angry that he fell upon him and 
bulling him down to the Ground by his Hair and Beard foundly buffeted him, 
which done he committed him to Cuftody and afterward diftributed the Gold to 
his Souldiers as he pleafed. At that time it happened that Lycanthes a Patritian 
who commanded the Licaonians and Pyjidiansws near at hand with his Forces, and 
hearing what had happened, concluded with himfelf that none but one who Ai¬ 
med at the Sovereignty it felf would have committed fuch an Arbitrary and Info- 
lent A<ft, and being utterly Ignorant of what the other Commanders of the Eaft 
had refolved, with a fufficient power fell upon the Camp of Bryennius , took him 
and delivered him into the Hands of Opfaras whom he had fet at.liberty, who co^ 
louring his Revenge with a pretence of Loyalty put out his Eyes and fent him to 
the Emperour together with the Relation of what had pafled. 

151. But the chief Officers of the Eaftern Parts, fuch as Romanus Sclerus , Burt- 
zes 7 Bataneiates , the Sons of Bafilius Argyrus and the reft underftanding what had 
pafled, having hitherto concealed their Inclinations, and expe&ed the time when 
to ftir, when they heard what had befallen Bryennius concluded that upon Exami¬ 
nation he would reveal the confpiracy, and therefore thought it fafeft to prevent 
Saluting r/4- fuch a difeovery by a timely rifing. They all went into Taphlagonia to Caftamo 
acus Comne- t h e Houfe ofComnenus,znd compelled him to goe along with them to a f patious Plain 
«wEmpe- called Guvaria, whither from all parts adjacent they ferit fortheSouldiery, and 
then by univerfal confent faluted him Emperour on the eighth day of June in the 
tenth Indi&ion. Having taken the Title he iricamped himfelf as ftrongly as he 
could in the place, expe&ing the forces of the reft of theConfpiratours, efpecially 
? of Ambuftus , at whofe flownefs he conceived fome diffidence, which was lhortly 

changed into afuppofed certainty by aMeflage he received that he had changed his 
mind, broken his (unlawfully Oath, and refolving to adhere to Stratioticus was 
gathering together an Army for fuppreffion of the Confederates. This mightily 
perplexed Comnenas when he confidered how dangerous an Enemy he fhould have 
at his Back, and therefore fortifying himfelf in his Camp he refolved not to ftir 
till he heard farther. But Ambuftus had not changed his mind, but miftakes cau- 
fed diforder on both Tides. For Ambuftus in his way from Conftantinople meeting 
one of the Emperour’s Meflengers had fent a blunt meflage by him to Nicetas the 
Logotheta Dromi which fufficiently difeovered the Defign; and when he came into 
the Eaft and found not Comnenas ftirring or as it feemed at all concerned, he im¬ 
agined that he and the reft had changed their Refolutions and would declare nor 
thing, fo that be Ihould be left to fhiitfor himfelf alone, and be condemned out of 
his own Mouth. Therefore he was much concerned how to avoid the Danger ; 
for he neither had any Army in readinefs, thofe Forts he had being unable to 
graple with the Emperour, neither had he had any Communication as yet with 
the other Souldiers of the Eaftern parts that lay about his Government, therefore 
not knowing how to truft them he had been very flow and wary in Preparation^ 
and this was the caufe of his Delay. Befides, there lay near him in their. Winter 

N n n z Quarters 
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Quarters, two Regiments of Franks and one of Rdftians, of which he Rood in 
himV^rhJ^ UP0 " dlfc ° ver y, of ^ Defign they ihould feize him, and fend 
ftrft ! t^hlSTh-’ ^5 when by Degrees he thought he had fecured himfeif, 
then firft he broke his mind to liis Servants and Dependants, and having got 
about him about athoufand Men, then he try’d the Inclinations of fuch^he 
could- left truft, firft to bring over the Officers and Governours, and then the 
ordinary fort. He counterfeited Letters as from the Emperour, by which he 
was ordered with three Regiments of the Aflociates, and two of the Colonicnfes 
and Chaldeans, t o go againft Samueh . Thofe with their Officers, he either by 
1 S - e , ats P rocured to taJ{ e the Military oath to him, and having fur- 

Win^Sn^rn^H?" ^ rm y offe veral Nations, then marcht towards Comenus, 
liaving lent to let him know he was on his way * 

.WB.mndi elbvated 


Who march¬ 
ing towards 
Nice. 


Caufeth Mi¬ 
chael the Em¬ 
perour to fend 
for the Wes¬ 
tern Forces to 
engage him. 


by this Mefiage, and having joined his Fo^e^hi^ fet ab” Work 
0t D , an r* . Yetd i d be commit his Wife and hl xr^fo^to ht 

Ri v*r T J° hn 2 h u ^ m . a Caft i e C r 1Ied Pem °W a * ^ted on a Rock near the 
River Alys. He having taken order for raffing of Money throughout the Eaft 
and appointed his Receivers, paired the River Sa»garius,\nd being every where 
a ,PP kufea . nd acclamations by flow Journeys imm/toward Nice, 
' V n h . lc b b e defired to get into his Hands to be a Receptacle for him upon occafion, 
and theiefore gave time to thofe that had adhered to the Emperour tore- 
move from it, which they did afloon as they heard of his coming, the Souldiers 
to their P ar ^cular Homes to look to the Safety of their Houfes, Wives andChil- 
dren, and the Officers to the Emperour with News of what happened, amonalt 
7 ^ the moft e , mi " ent was Lycanthes, Captain of the Eaftern Troops, Theopty - 
ion Maniaces and Pmemtus Iherus, Captains of the Troops of the Charfiali. 
S t — US haVing /"^Jbgenceof the Revolt made by almoft the whole Force of 
the Empire, yet refufed to offer any Conditions of Peace, but prepared for a vigo- 
rous refiftence All the Weftern Regiments he font for,and gave the Command 8 of 
toVar Z nZ ™Quality andExperience in matters relating 
2 W ’ 2 nd ' Vlfe ly he Courted both Officers and Souldiers, prefenting 

them with good Gifts In the fame manner he treated the Charfiani, and fuch of 
the Eaftern Forces as had 1 not revolted, of whom he appointed Commander Theo- 
dorus the Domeftick of the Eaft the Eunuch of Theodora the Emprefs, joynino- 
with him Aaron Ducas the Magifter, Brother to Comnenas his Wife, a Man of a 
rST PC f enC r The u being fent againft the Revolters caietoflW 
/ en l f °T et ? brCak d ™ n the Bridge of Sangarius, that Comnenus 
they - m f ht , hC fu f , not to mifs bim. From Nicomedia 
nifed Moun \ am . So P ho * and there incamped themfelves, and pre- 

pared for Fight. Comnenus having notice hereof immediately got into Nice, 
and there left all his Baggage and Carriages, and having ftrongly fortified the 
Cit)s removed and mcamped himfeif fome twelve Furlongs dittant from it to¬ 
wards the North. The Armies being near together, feveral Parties of them know- 

rh?fe nf A 5§ ument ; s on both && to draw off their oppofites, 

thefe of the Emperour s fide reviling Comnenus as a Traitour, and they of his 
Party defpffing the Emperour, as a defpicable doting old Man, ruled by Eu¬ 


nuchs. 


if 3 . The Captains on both Tides at firft incouraged this Difcourfe, but when 


comnenus found that:k did n^i 

g° abroad, which the Domeftick and the Macedonians efpecially judged to pro¬ 
ceed from fear, and therefore refolved to give him Battel. The reft aflenting 
they removed and pitched at a Place called Petroa, fome fifteen Furlon-sdiS 
from the Enemy Comnenus his Men now calling for Battel afwell as thfy he lS 
Whom a Bat- ° U ^ pr ?? red to ty*- The left Wing he committed to Amhuftus, the right 
tel cnfucd. R omanus Sclerus, and he himfeif led the middle Battel. The Domeftick and 
Aaron in forming their Battalia committed their left Wing to Bafilius Trachaniotes 

r cfhr w aptai 2 °* eminent 6f a11 ^ he Macedonians, and the* 

right Wing ^ led ffimfelf affifted by thefe Officers, Lycanthes, Pyemius and 
RaMph the Patritian a Frank. They fought in a Place called Adesby the In- 
habitants, and at firft Aaron fee med to have gotten the Day, for he beat the oppo¬ 
se Wing took Romanus Sclerus Prifoner, and drove them back as far as their 
Camp, winch he might have taken, and obtained a full Vidtory had he not been 
too cautious, for Comnenus had alfo the word of it, and had thoughts of flying 
back to Nice. But Amhuftus bore down all oppofite to him where he fought^ 
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wew/xhaddie" and P ur hhng them to their Camp broke into if, and having plundered their 
better. Tents cut them down, which fight fo animated Comnenus and his Souldiers, and 
on the contrary difeouraged the Souldiers of Aaron, that the Emperour’s Party 
was defeated, a great Multitude falling in the Fight, and efpecially of Macedonians 
both Officers and Souldiers; and not a few were taken Prifoners. This ill Suc- 
cefs fo perplexed Michael, that he had fent fo Comnenus and offered to lay down, 
if thofe about him had not kept him from it, and urged him rather to dye than 
quit the Supreme Dignity. However certain of the chiefeft Senatours, and Men 
of the greateft Wifedom were fent to treat with him, viz. Conftantine Leichudes, 
theodorus Alopus who had both the Title of Proedri or Prefidents, and Conftan¬ 
tine Pfedus chief of the Philofophers, who offered him to be adopted Cafar, 

The Empe- and Pardon and Indemnity to all his Followers. The Souldiers would not hear of 
conditkiu"! t b* s > nor permit as they laid, that their General fhould be feen in an Habit infe- 
him. 1 ' 1U ° riour to what he wore at prefent, which yet they were thought to fpeak more 
out of Flattery than Defign. However Comnenus took the Meflengers afide and 
told them as a fecret, that he Ihould very willingly admit of their Propofals, 
provided the Emperour would indulge him fome of his Power, fo as to be able 
to reward thofe that had ferved him. 

154. And Zonaras reports, that to deceive his Souldiers he gave them two fe- 
veral Anfwers in Writing, of which that which was made known, with Scorn 
rejected the Conditions, but the other accepted them. The old Man was over¬ 
joyed to hear of his Acceptance, and returned, that it ihould not be long before 
he took him to be his Collegue in the Empire, though for fome Reafons at firft 
he muft defer it. With which Meflage he fent the Senatours back together with 
Promile of Confirmation of what had been granted before, and of eftabliihing 
the Officers of Comnenus in their prefent Employments. Comnenus and all the reft 
liked well enough of it, and required a Confirmation by a Golden Ball; onely 
Amhuftus oppofed, who would by all means have the old Man depofed, and 
contended that whom they had already depriv’d by Oath, they could not without 
Perjury re-admit to the Throne, and he urged that if they laid down their Arms, 
the Ifliie would be that Comnenus would be poyfon’d, and they for their ihares 
Ihould have their Eyes pull’d out of their Heads. And to this Cedrenus adds, that 
the Senatours themfelves did prevaricate and perfwade Amhuftus , that he Ihould 
thus oppofe the Articles of the Treaty, and moreover made Comnenus to believe, 
that the People at Conftantinople did greatly affe& him, where Ihould he but 
once Ihew his Face, the old Man would quickly be depofed, and he be put into 
his place with univerfal fatisfa&ion and applaufe. While thus the Negotiation was 
difturbed, the Emperour himfeif by his falfe and underhand dealing, went about 
to prevent what he had fo readily promifed, and by endeavouring to keep by 
But not inten- deceitfull means loft all. By gifts afwell as good words and promifes, he now en- 
form them!" deavoured to oblige all the People, and having fo made his way cauf^d both Se¬ 
natours, and the Citizens to fubferibe a Writing, and take an Oath with direful! 
Imprecations, that they would never give to Comnenus the Title of Emperour, 
nor own him for their Sovereign Lord, which they took being overpowered, and 
Comnenus far diftant as yet from the City. But he being now come nearer, and 
lodging at Damatrys within lels than a Days Journey, by break of day feveral 
Senatours and others came to the great Church, and required the Patriarch to 
come to them to confult of an important Affair. The Patriarch lhut his Doors, 
and refufed to come to them, but fent two of his Kinfmen to know their bufineft, 
on whom the Company by this time much increafed laid hands, and threatned to 
ftrangle them except he would come down. Hereat he came down in Pontifica- 
lihus, as he pretended unwillingly, though fome were of opinion that he did 
but counterfeit, and they compaffmg him about required him to go from 
them to the Emperour, and demand back again the Writing which they had 
fubferibed, for feeing he had declared Comnenus ihould be his Succeflour, they 
muft either incur Perjury or very much danger by oppofing him. The Pa¬ 
triarch bid them be of good chear, and gave them good words, and this ap¬ 
peared alfo to be a pretended and feigned bufineft. For omitting this they 
ihortly after declared by Common confent, Comnenus to be Emperour, and all 
that oppofed him ihould lofe their Eftates, and be accounted Enemies of the 
But b f ° r< h d Roman Empire. This the Patriarch procured and decreed in the Church, and 
Revolters and ^ ent Meflengers both to Comnenus and Stratioticus, to the one that he would 
the Patriarch, hafte to the City, and to the other that he would refign, and depart from the 
Palace which did not belong to him; whereby he lhewed that he had been 

the 
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the Authour and Principal caufe of the Revolt. The Bi/hops or Metropolitans, 
as Cedrenus calls them, that went to Stratioticus> delivering their Meflage, he de¬ 
manded what the Patriarch would give him in exchange for the Empire, to 
which they replied The Kingdom of Heaven , whereupon he put off the Purple 
and Violet Ihoes, and took the Habit of a private Man; although Cedrenus 
idlely thinks the Patriarch’s promife to have been fcarcely valid, except he had 
returned to a private Life at the beginning of the Defection, and thereby 
prevented the eflufioh of fo much Bloud as had been flied before his con- 
upon which Gained Refignation* as if alawfull Prince was bound to give way to an Ufur- 
Micbaei Stra- per. Stratioticus being departed to his own Houfe in the Cattle, after he had 
noticus re. Reigned one year, Ambuftus Curopalates by order of Comnenus , the next Day be- 
hig the laft of Auguft, in the Tenth Indi&ion, A. D. M.LVII. together with 
nentis aifiime* many Noblemen took poflellion of the Palace. At Evening Comnenas himfelf 
the Govern, made his Entry, and the next Day being the fir /1 of September , in the Eleventh 
Indidtion, going in a folemn Proceflion to the great Church, and there being on 
a Scaffold crowned by the Patriarch, was declared Emperour of the Romans. 

Here the Hiftory of Cedrenus leaves him and us. 

1 55 - Ifaacius Contnenus having obtained the Empire, is faid to have afcribed it 
not to Almighty God but himfelf, and his military skill,which they thence gather, Zonar*< 
becaufe he immediately caufed Money to be ftamped with his Image, holding 
a drawn Sword. But fuch Men as had affifted him he largely rewarded, and took 
care when they had their Money that they departed home, left being together 
in the City they Ihould devife fome new thing, and make any Commotion a* 
mongft the People. The Patriarch he exceedingly Reverenced, and highly pre¬ 
ferred his Nephews. Whereas the provifion of things for the Church for¬ 
merly belonged to the Oeconomus, and Keeper of the Veflels, whom the Empe¬ 
rour was wont to Name,- for his fake left the Difpofition of thefe matters ab¬ 
solutely to the Patriarch. His Wife he now named Emprefs, andito his Brother 
John gave the Offices of Curopalates and Grand Dome(lick. Whereas he took 
notice that his Predeceflburs ever fince the time of Baftlius Porphyrogenitus , had 
ill diftributed and employed the Revenue, making odd A/fignments, as of 
fome to Monafteries and the reft to the gratifying of their pleal'ures and Appe¬ 
tites whereby theTreafury was ever kept empty, he would doe this not by de¬ 
grees, as a good States-man imitates a skilfull Phyfician, but on a fudden and all at 
once, as if he had ftamped the Sword in his Hand upon the Coin, not fo much 
to fignifie what a Fighter, but a Reformer and Cutter of ill Members and Diftem- 
pers from the Commonwealth he meant to be. The A<fts of Stratioticus he abro- 
gated without deftinttion, took' away all he had given, andnotonely his, but 
v„c S 5 * le Aas <« other Emperours he refcinded, therein lparing neither the Senatour, 
if concerned nor thofe of the Common fort. Daily in thofe courfes he grew more 
fevere, and at length fell upon the Monafteries to which he afligned onely Necef- 
faries, and took the reft of their Revenues to his own ufe. By thefe means he in¬ 
curred the Odium of all forts, and forgetting on what Rock his Predeceflour had 
fplit of Souldiers as well as of the reft, no advice, reprehenfion, fear or hatred 
being of power fufficient to reftrain him. As for reprehenfions he wanted them 
not, the Patriarch being very infolent in that Point, that if he had not what he as¬ 
ked he would not onely upbraid him, but threaten as he had let him up to pull 
him down again, which he not brooking, and to prevent mifchief Banilhed the 
Prelate together with his Nephews, whom yet he reftored to their former 
Dignities again, when fhortly after their Uncle died. He preferred to be Patriarch 
Canjlantine Lichudes the Prefident and Protoveftiarius y but not till fuch times as 
he had wrung out of his Hands the Charter of Privileges and Immunities granted 
by Monomachus , to his Monaftery of Mangana. 

He bad fome x 56. He had fome Bickerings with the Hungarians and Patzinaca: both of 

wilh'theHww- ™ hom vvi , thout much trouble asked Peace. But as he lay at the end of Septet*, 
garians and ber at Lvbrius , fo great a quantity of Rain and Snow fell, that he and his Army 
PatKinac*. were both m danger to miicarry,and he was juft but removed from under a great 
Oak when the Tree fell, for which to teftifie his Deliverance he built a Church 
toSt. Theila, on whofe Day he efcaped the Danger, but fuch a Building astefti- 
fied the meanne/s of his Spirit, which his Coufin and Succefiour John the Son of 
Alexius . afterward repaired moft Magnificently, in the Name of our Saviour 
Jefus Chrifl. Not long after Comnenus devefted him/elf of the Empire, which 
how it came about. Writers do not agree. Moft laid that as he was Hunting 
he was blafted with a Wind or with Lightning, and tlience contracted fuch a 

Diftemper, 
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Comnenus Diftemper, that defpairing of Recovery, and fenfible how he came by his Pow- 
lays down,and to o b ii terate his Offence in fome manner, he laid down what he had un- 
fiantine°Du- juftly taken up. And in the choice of a Succe/Tour he would not-be fwayed by 
eas for his any carnal report, neither making choice of John his Kinfman, Tbeodorus Docia - 
succcffour. mu his Sifter > s Sori> nor his Daughter’s Husband, but pitched upon Conftantine 
Ducas the Prefident, whom he thought very fit and able for the difeharge of fo 
great a Place, and then retired into a Monaftery, where he difeharged all the 
meaneft Offices, and lived the remainder of his Dalys, after he had Reigned two 
years and three months. A Man, to fpeak of his good afwell as had qualities, 
very Stout, arrogant in his Difpofition, very quick indifpatch ofBufinefs, and 
moft skilfull in Military matters ; not Learned himfelf, but a lover and encoura- 
ger of Learned Men. A Man exceeding Chaft, infomuch as being from Home 
tailing ill, and told by Phyficians that the Company of a Woman. would re¬ 
lieve him, he refufed utterly to meddle with any other than his own Wife, whofe . 
Name was Aecatharina , a Lady very Vertuous and Religious. When his Ambi¬ 
tious affe&ing the Empire was objected to him, he faid, that, He could not 
, bear the Reign of a Fellow-Servant who denied him bis juft Reward. 
n ■ 157. Conftantine (Ducas) the Twelfth of that Name, thus without any trouble 

Dj/LrEmpc-became Emperour of -Constantinople^ in the thirteenth Indidtion, A. D. M.LX; 
rour. H e began his Reign with a Promotion of feveral Perfons, and Reftitution of 
thofe whom Comnenus had fpoiled of their Dignities. Yet Was his Life prefenti 
ly laid at by fome 'Confpiratours, who to make him cortie by Boat out of the 
Countrey where he was diverting himfelf, madeaftory be told him that there 
was an Infurroftion in the City; and then hid Corrupted the Matters of his 
f . Gaily, called Protecarabi to Drown him. He hearing of the Tumult hafted in- 
againft S?* 7 deed to Constantinople ; but it happened that his Gaily was hot then at Hand, fo as 
Perfon, but he took another Boat, and the Confpiratours meetiflg.it refolved to rUnover his 
pumftied. Boat> afld fo t0 f in h him, which they were attempting, when thofe in the Vef- 
fel with him by their loud cries and warning fo affrighted the. Rowers, that 
they had no power but to obey. Yet upon Difeoveryof theTreafon, he con¬ 
tented himfelf onely by confifcating the Eftates of theTr&itours. He boafted 
himfelf to be Defcended of the Family of the Ancient Duca, Andronicus Panthe- 
rius and Conftantine , but that Family when Conftantine afleifted the Empire, was 
fubverted in the Reign of Conftantine the Son of Leo the Philofopher,yet under Age, 
no Heirs Male being left; fo that his Anceftours were faid to claim from a Woman, 
and he was thought no Genuine and true Ducas , but as it were fuch by adulterati¬ 
on, and therefore by moft was by way of Diminution not called Duca but Ducizai 
But he was a Man Pious towards God, of good Morals, and a lover of Juftice: of 
none of the quickeft Wits, but a lover of plain dealing and firicere Men, but.lo¬ 
ved Money exceedingly ; and it was his care how to invent ways of encreafing 
He is excee- hisTreafure. Two things therefore he efpecially employed himfelf in: in encrea- 
ding Covetous tbe publick Revenue, by felling Places, and new farming out the Cuftoms: 
moitruine of and in hearing of Caufes and deciding Controverts, wherein he did not always 
the Empire, obferve the Prefcript of Laws, but fometime ufed his Will tor Law, and other- 
whiles had refpedt to Perfons. And as he was hard and tenacious, this was his 
Maxim, “ By no means to make War, but by fair means to take off' all Nations 
“ from their Hoftilities, both to fave the great expence of Expeditions, and that 
« he might riot be diverted from attendirig the Trade of getting Money. This 
caufed him to negleCt his Mutters, and even to Disband the molt Valiant and fit 
for Service, as it happened, whereby the Barbarous Nations grew more bold; 
and got Ground of this Roman Empire. t ^ L . 

158. In the Eaft fome of the Provinces were harafled, and fome fubdued by 
the Neighbouring Nations : neither were thofe of the Weft in a good condition, 
becaufe the Souldiers were both few and lazy. The Vzi a Scythian People ha- 
fefthelLn’ ving Beaten and taken Prifoners Magifter Nicepborus Batanidtes and Magtfter Ba- 
pirc. ’ films Apocopes patted the River //?<?/-, and having wafted all the Countrey near to 
it proceeded into Macedonia , and thence into Greece , making havock o‘f all 
things, which though it much troubled the Emperour, yet that he rriight not 
fpend any thing would he notraifeany Forces, faying, that The Enemy could not 
be Beaten back, but endeavoured by Gifts to take off their Captains. But being revi¬ 
led for fuffering the Empire out of his miferablenefs to mifearry, lie marched out 
of the City againft the Enemy, but as is reported, with no more than an hundred 
and fifty Men, and for getting more, and Conquering the Barbarians, betook 
himfelf rather to his Prayers than any other means, and they fo well fucceeded, 

that 
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tiiat when he was confidering how to raife an Army^News was brought that 
there was no Enemy left againft which to fend it j for the Patzinaca and Bui- 
But arc *- gar tans had tain upon the Vzt, wearied and weakned, and had utterly cut them off 
dieir Captains hardly efcaping over Jfter. This happened in the fixth year of his 
and Bulgaria Rei g n > preceded by a great Earthquake which happened on the twenty third of 
“»'• September , by which many Churches and Houfeswere overturned. In the month 

of May, the fourth [nditfion appeared a Comet, following the Sun, at firft of 
the bignels of the full Moon, but as its Tail encreafed, fo the Body of it feemed 
to diminilh : it was feen for forty days with its Tail turned toward the Eaft. 

By this time the Emperour had contracted a Difeafe, which made him defpair 
_ „ . ot “fe > a ” d to appiy himfelf to fettle matters relating to the Government 
S£s55 a " d / Succeffi0 "; By Eudocia his Wife he had three Sons, whereof Michael and 
appoints his Andromcus when a private Man, but Conftantine after he was Emperour who 
T" 'j hiS Was J h £ one, y r°r f hjrcgemtus, and for that caufe was firft 

SC 3 adorned with Enfigns of Empire. Afterwards he named Emperours the o- 
Andronicus ther two, and left the Empire to them all, but Named his Wife their Emprefs 

ESte ? • d H' dy V an n left r he m ? na gs ment of A /? irs to her, for which the feemed to 
MoitaE.*- Jl™, “ for the Education of her Children : but firft be took an 

da to fucceed Oath from her committed to Writing, and left with the Patriarch that fhe 
him - wou | d not Marry again: as he exatfed the like from the Senatours, that they 
would admit none but his Sons for Emperours. He had made his Brother Ctefar 
and ufed him as his Councillour and Afliftant in his moft important and fecret 
bufinefs. Though he himfelf was unlearned, yet he reverenced Learned Men 
being won t to fay, that He had rather been enobled by Learning than Sovereignty 
For fuch as Confpired againft him he faid he would ufe them no worfe than to 
M nd Tv‘ C vii Jy ‘ Ufe . Slaves, the Laws having deprived them of Liberty. Dying after 

a Beign of feven years and fix months, leaving (as we faid) the Adminiftration 
to his Wife, fo that as we began the Second Part of our Hiftory with a Conftan- 
tifie, we conclude this with one j and as we began this Part with a Woman, at 
the Time of Charles the Great, fo now we end at one in the Year M. LXVII 
the year following the Conqueft of England by Duke William the Norman. 
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‘ Jk Balgians are forced to fubmit 

/% t0 the Romans 422, Renew 
/ a m the JLeague 425. 

£ m Adaluald King of the Lom¬ 
bards in Italy 44, is de- 
pofed 45-. 

Afictckfubjeft to the Saracens is feiz’dby 
the Turks 447. 

lEgyytfubjetf to the Saracens 44 6, is of 
verrun by the Turks 447. ■ 

AElla arrives in Britain 95-, is King of 
the South Saxons 1*9, begins the Ci¬ 
vil Wars 170, dies 140. 

Agilulf King of the Lombards 40, Demo- 
lijheth Padua and other places 42, 
Crowns his Son 43“ dies 44. 

Aiftulf King of the Lombards jfeizes on the 
Exarchate 62, invades the Roman Ter¬ 
ritories 63, but is forc’d to quit them 
by Pipin. 

Aldermen the feveral forts of them 275 
and 281. ~ ' 

Ale and Alehonfes the Antiquity of them 
here 317. 

Allalengium what 415. 

Alexander Emperour his Character and 
Death 3 80. 

Alfred the firft anointed King of the Englijb 
Saxons in Britain 197, his Wars and 
Peace with the Danes 108, is depofed 
by them 199, recovers his Kingdom 
and renews the Peace 200, dies 203, 
his Char alter 2,04, his Wife and Chil¬ 
dren 207, his Laws 297. 

Amalus rr. 

Amalafuntha 35. 

Amazons why Jo feigned 1 q. 

Amphibalum what 103. 

Angli their firft Seats where 123, the 
Name whence 124, their Poffeffionhere 
132. 

Angles-Eaft their Kingdom here to I 
the ruine of it iq 8. I 


Ahgles-Mercian their Kingdom here 159, 
to the end of it 167, the valuation of 
them 307. 

Angles-Northumbrian their Kingdom here 
143 , the divifion of it i^andend 156. 
Arabians invade the Empire 343, making 
other inroads are fuppreft 4 16, again 

A 

Aremorjczfeiz’d on by the Britains 10?, 
who fix there 108. 

Ariben the firft King of the Lombards 47 
who divides the Kingdom and dies, ibid. 
Anbenthefecond is drowned 
Atioald 45-, dies 46. 

°f ? he Britain: p 7 ,his Wars 
a 9 °> 99 » death and interment ion 
Afgardiani who 8. 

Afpracavia or upper Media fubmitsto the 
Empire 419, is invaded by ihe Turks 
A 447> a gAn 448 . 

Afpurgiani who 8.. 

AfTytizfubjell to the Saracens 446, is o- 
vercome by the Turks 447. 

At u ar £es^ H£ oftbe OJirogoths in Ita] y 

Athelftan Monarch of the Englijb Saxons 
a 16, invades Scotland 217, kills the 
King thereof 218 ^forces the Welfh 
King to pay him Tribute zip, dies 
220, his Laws 304, &c. 

Attrebatii who 133. 

Aurehiis Ambrofius King of Britain 91, 
his Wars with the Saxons 93, he dies pi 
Auftria what 56. 

Authari King of the Lombards in July 3 84 
his Conqueft ip. Death 40. 

i 

■3 ftillfubjefl: to the Saracens 446*4 
itfeiz d on by the Turks 447 44 

Bardari.us theVfurper isjhaven 342, 

Bardas Phocas General of the klft ufutps 

Oo ° A 


_ The TABLE, 

401, but is forced to take Orders 402, invaded by the Empire 401, their King 

recalld 409, and made General againjl taken and Countrey fubdued 403, they 

Sclerus 410, is faluted Emperour 411, invade the WeJlernparts of the Empire 

but poifoned 415. 410, are invaded by the Emperour 411, 

Bardas Sclerus ufurps 407, defeats the they again inf eft the Empire 415", but 

Emperour s Forces 408, feijes on the after feveral expeditions their Coun- 

City of Nice 409, is beaten and impri- trey is wholly reduced to the obedi- 

foned at Babylon 410, releafed 412-, ence of the Empire 410, they re¬ 
fers up again % but after quitting his volt 434, but are reduced again 436, 

pretenfions 413, is kindly received by j feme bickerings with them 46a, they 

the Emperour 414. ' defeat theZfzi, who return from waft- 

Bafilius Ms Pedigree 3 6?, made Eppe- ) ing the Empire 464. ■■■_; 

rour 3,68, waftes the Territories qfMi- iBurghmote what 282. 
litene and Manichees 369, invades Sy- ' ' 

ria 3 70, relieves the WeJlern part of . 

the Empire 371, his Wars in the Eaft /""^Antium whence fo called 133. 

372, Crimes laid to his charge 373, V_v Celtofcithae whence fo called no. 
he dies 374, new models the Civil Ceorles who z8 5, the value of their Heads 
Law 380. 306. 

Bafilius Son to Romanus crowdd 393, Cerdick lands in Britain St begins theKing- 
fucceeds with his Mother 394, begins domoftbe Weft Saxons 168, dies 169. 
to reign 407, invades Bulgaria 411, de? Charles King of the Franks invades Italy 
feats their Army 416, his Char filler 68, makes p npw donation to the See of 

417, after feveral other expeditions he Rome 64, conquers Defiderius King of 

reduces Bulgaria under the obedience of the Lombards in Italy 70, if crowned 
the Empire 420, returns to Conftan- King there yq, fettles the Government 

tinople 422, forces the Abafgians to 76, makes his Son his Collegue 77, is 

fubmit, ibid, dies 42.3. created Emperour by Pope Leo 80. 

Belgoe who 133. * Chatzaria the Region fubmits to the E*n- 

Bernicii the feveral Kings thereof 145^ pire 419. 

its Limits 15 q. Cnichefter when and by whom built 141. 

Bertarid King of the Lombards in Italy 47, Clito and Clitunculi who 2.73. 

dies qx. Cnute King of the Panes *3 8, waftes Eog- 

Bocland what 183, the manner of paffing land *39, is Collegue with Edmund 

ity and by whom tenable 185, itsdif- King of the Englijh Saxons. 14 j:, is foie 

ference with Folcland 286, its jurif- Monarch here 242, divides the King- 

diftion and privileges 187. dom into four parts 2,43 , beats the 

Boetius his Charafter 31. Swedes and Norwegians 145', fuppref- 

Brecjen what 109. feth the Rebels in Scotland 2,47, his 

Brigantes who 133. Char filler and Deaths ibid, hit Taws 

Britains their Char alter then 8 3, and 111, 3 22, &c. 

their Language 106, their famous Men Conftantine Porphyrogenitus Emperour 
iizj their Countrey how then, call’d 38?,, recalls Log his Mother 383, is 

114, an account of them that were ex- feis'don by Romanus 3 84, deptfeth Zoe 

pelted by the Saxons, Angles and Jutes his Mother and marries 385, admits Ro- 

133, their Countrey called England manus toufurp 386, depofetbhim 390, 

187. affumes the Government 391, dies 39Z. 

Bulgari invade the Roman Pale 343, fall Cpnftantine X. fucceeds 394, begins to 
upon Mefymbria 346, and defeat Mi- reign with Bafilius 407, is foie Empe- 
chael the Emperour 347, are beatenby rour 423 , his management of affairs 
Leo 348, raife the Jiege of Conftanti- and death 4x4. 
nopie for Michael Balbus 3 5-4, quarrel Conftantine Monomachus Emperour fends 
with the Empire 375, which ends in a an Army againft the Trabelli 440, fup- 

Peace 376, another quarrel with them preffes Maniazes the Vfur per in Italy 

381 , incamping near Conftantinople 4zz, defeats the Roffians 443 , takes 

38Z, befteging Adrianople 383, thence Anium and Armenia ^ Great 444, 

to Conftantinople again 384, they fuppreffes another Civil War 446, his 

make frefh incurfions 386, laying fiege Dominions invaded by the Turks 447, 

to Adrianople 387, invading Macedo- taking one of his Generals which he re- 

viva. are met and a League (truck up with deems 449, defeats the invading Pat- 

ths Romans 388, Civil Wars at home zinacts 450, oppofes the Turks451, and 

389, the League with the Romans re - Pat zinacts 45 z, with the whole force of 

newed 394, their Countrey invaded by the Empire 453, another expedition a- 
t he Ruffians 340, feifedon by them 400, gainft them , and then a Truce for thir¬ 

ty 


The TABLE. 

,, years 4^,his matagetKtntof ^fairs^KAMmurchtf theEnglfiSaxOns 
and death 45*6. .. - . • j 

Conftantine Ducas XII. Emperour 463, Edward the Elder conquers the Eaft An* 
dies 464. i 1 gfe* i 5 8 > )°y* s the Mercian Kingdom 

Corbati fubmit to the Roman yoke 41 z. to his own 167, is Monarch of thcEng- 

Coritani who 133. Saxons 207, quells a Rebellion al 

Counts the antiquity of them 2.78. > boms 7.09, forces the Danes to truckle 

Cumbers King of the bombards m Italy fubdues the Scots z ty, dies, hit 

<1, kills AJachis the Vfurper. 524 Wife and Children, ibid, his Laws 301. 

dies qx. ~ \ . Edward Monarch of the Englijh Saxons 

226* being ftab’d obtains the fimamc 
jj, of the Martyr 227. 

Edward the Confeffour Monarch of the En- 
T^vAnes a Catalogue of-their Kings xiq, &ljfl> Saxons 25 a , Marries 25-3, ba- 

I J their Wars with the Saxons 126, nijhes the Danes 25-4, remits the tax 

an account of their firft arrival in Bri|- , tf Danegeld z jy, iskindte Foreigners, 

tain 18 3, the time when 18f, feverdl ibid, upon which civil Commotions arife 

Battels fought with various fuccefs 190,, 2. 56, which end in the banijhment of 

they fack Winchefter 192, invade &ler-1 fame Normans 2j8, he dies, bis Cha- 

cia 1x3, forcing the Saxons to purchafe rafter 264, being the laft King of the 

peace 198, which they break 199, a Weft Saxon Family, ibid, his Laws 

Leatrue enfues zoo, other Companies an- • 37.9, &c. .. 


T"\Anes a Catalogue of their Kings nyi, 
J J their Wars with the Saxons xz6, 
an account of their firft arrival in Brij-; 
tain 183, the time when 184, Jtverdl 
Battels fought with various fuccefsi 90,, 
they fack Winchefter 19 ^invade Met-\ 
da 1x3, Jorcing the Saxons to pur chafe 
peace 198, which they break 199, a 
League enfues zoo, other Companies ar¬ 


rive zoi, more 208, but are warmly Edwi Monarch of the Englifh Saxons zzz.’ 
received zio, mo ft of them fubmit 214, Egbert Kingof the Weft Saxons in Britain 
they Jfeize on York z 16, wafting Eaft. feizes on the Englijh Kingdom of the Ju- 

England and other . parts 229, which tes 138, on the Eaft Saxons 143, and 

they conquer 23y, and at lengthbecome on the Northumbrian Angles, is the 
Mafters of all England 242, the be- firft Englijh Monarch x%7,dies,M& 
ginning oj their Monarchy here 243, England when firft fo called 187. 
domineering over the Englifh zyi, till Englifh Saxon Monarchy begun 187, over- 
the end of it 252, the Laws made by run by the Danes 243, reftored if 2, 


their Kings here 322, 

Danegel & what 23 6, remitted 355-, the 
original of it 328. 

Danmonii who 133. 

Deiri the feveral Kings thereof 145-, its 
Limits 155". 

Defiderius King of the Lombards in Italy 
66, invades the Exarchate 67, is lea- 
ten thence 68, delivers up himfelf and 
Kingdom 70. 

Diceratura what 342. 

Dikes four of them and where 209. 

Dimetaew/^ 133. 

Dower the form thereof 314, how much 
was wont to be ajfigned 31 5. 

Drinclean what 328. 

Dubonii who 13 3. 

Durotriges who ibid. 


TT’Dgar Monarch of the Englijh Saxons 
222, his Naval preparations 223, 
be deftroys the Wolves wq, dies 226, 
his Laws 316. 

Edmund Monarch of the Englifh Saxons 
220, is ftab’d at Puckle-Church in 
Gloucefterlhire 221. 

Edmund fttnamed Ironfide Monarch of 
the Englijh Saxons 240, fights with the 
Danes 241, but divides the Kingdom 
with theta and dies 242, his Laws 
3ii,&c. 


Conquered by the Normans 270, their 
Government whfit 272, their GoVernours 
who 273, in Parliament 2 gq, out of 
Parliament 276, the publhk Divifion 
and Government of the Land 278, the 
Government of Cities and great Towns 
281, the private Divifion and Govern¬ 
ment of the Land 282, the original of 
their Laws what 290, their Laws made 
by feveral Kings 2.91, &c. their valu¬ 
ation of Mens Heads 306, of Mens 
Oaths 307, their punijhment for Crimes, 
and fatisfaftion what 308, their Money 
309, Theft made capital by them 311, 
their manners & rites of Marriage 3.13, 
their form of endowing 314, what, and 
how much they gave to their Wives 31 q. 
Ale and Alehoufes tnufe toitb them 317, 
Juries 318, & 321, their Wealth ana 
Taxes what.7 34, their Cuftoms, Dif- 
pofitions and Courage 33 5, their coni- 
putationof Time 33 6, their manner of 
paffing Lands ana Writing 338, the 
antiquity of their Language 3 39. 

Ethelred Monarch of the Englifh Saxons 
192, oppofes the invading Danes 195", 
dies 196. 

Ethelred Monarch of the Englijh Saxons 
227, buys off the invading Danes 228, 
pays a fecottd fumm to them 7.7.9 > a 
third 230, mafters them here 231, 
pays a fourth fumm 23 3, ratfes a Tax 
for Shipping 234, quits his Kingdom 
Ooo a 237* 


A A .D Ji -H. 


.2-3 Zr.rjecoveKS. it. .and dies 2.40, hhs 
'Lotus, 316, &C. j 

EthelwplJP, Monarch of the EngtiJhSaxf- 
cnsi 8 3 ,his Genealogy ipj ,and Wealth 
• • * 9 *- : 

Eudocia Emprefs 45*4.: - 
Exarchate fuhjetl. to the Empire 38^ fei- 
. fed. on by the. Lombards 62, delivered 
up to. the. Bifhop of Rome with ah ac¬ 
count, of Cities 65, invaded ly the Lom¬ 
bards 67, but a new Grant thereof made 
to the See of Rpme 6a. ,> v. 


Gregforyllf.jp; 

Greves who 281. 


F EE 282, the antiquity of them 

2.83. 

Feoda whence fo called ja, its Origine 7 1, 
the forfeiture and feveral forts of them 
: 73 . 

Fee-tail the antiquity of. it 3 00. 

Fewds deadly or enmity the Law of them 

Folidand what 28 by whom tenable 
z8f, its difference With Bockland 28 6. 
r demote two forts of them 282. 

Franks invade Italy 64, give up the Ex¬ 
archate and Pentapolis to the Pope 6< 
another expedition thither 68, making 
a new donation to the See of Rome 60, 
theyfeize w/Italy 70, fettle theGovern- 
ment there 76, their Bing crowned by 
Pope Leo 80 ,they take all Italy except 
four Cities from the Empire 441. 
Friburg what 288. ■ ■ 

Fridgild what 308. 


G Adani who 133. 

Gani who 238. 

Gaflald what 283. 

Gepidae who and why fo called 12. 
Gefithcundmon who 295-. 

Gild the fignification of it .299. 

Gildwite what 323. 

Glocefler whence fo called. 171. * 
Godabert King of the Lombards in Italy 
47, ts fain by his Brother 48 
Godwin Earl of Kent 284, * p rivy t0 

th f<t ea lt f Alfred ^ 49 , is made Earl 
of the Welh Saxons v 5 i affifls in re¬ 
fining of Edward-252 , 7 Marries his 
Daughter to him 253,. be and bis Sons 
take up Arms 256, and go into Flan- 
ders ^ arerefiored and he dies 2*8 

torn v6% ZS9 7 ^ oitainin & °/fiofe- 
Gothi minores iw&o 16. 

Goths the original of them 7, their firfl 

excursions 1Q> their Habits 18, /Lr 
Kingdom in Italy defrayed 2 6 
Gregpry Bi/hop of R ome J 3 * 
Gregory' JI. ^ 

Emperour from their Allegiance 58 


H T,R *£****» Dam >« Britain 

Harold rie &» a/ <Wiw» /afe, ^ 

ggjf. fflS Edward »w for 

.. Mand, ibid, return!00 is rettorej t„ 

h l!l S ^f cx ? S > cl ‘ h ¥itrs tie WeljbRe- 
lels 160, is Shipwreck! itfi his £„. 
j ^ Cafe William’ a/ Nm- 

the Englijh Saxons 265- defeats the 
Norwegians and Tofti his owl Brother 
» who tnvadej the Land rS 7 . he hr* 

of him 271. V 

». Healsfange what 313. 

arrives in Britain 201 
- but is cut off 202. 

, Hengift WHorfa their Saxons ar* 

> rn >e *n Britain 90. ^ 130 

! tm e of h t? 13 *» ie &* tbeK ing- 

wr*iff ^e Jutes in Kent 13 3> ettofea 
[ Maffacre and arefain 134. * J 

Heregeld what 334. 

Heretocks who 277. 

Heriot the rates of them 3 26. 

Heruli /^r i ta i y , 

(fit 6 , their original 13. 

Hide of 279. 

Hildebrand 0/ the Lombards in Ita- 

the Danes « 
the X ea f° n °f their coming 
4 , the times* 5, where they landed, 

x 9 3 » are Jlain 199. * 

Hornegeld what 3 3 c. 
«owelJ^^^ 

Hundred what and whence fo called 278, 
^^thecoverntnknt 

H ™fh%i s ." ri£im/ t4 > ,he 

I . . T. 

I Ceni who and whence fo called s2t. 

Ida begun the Kingdom of the Nor- 
ChZtT* AngUs in Britain I 43> ^s 

Chara£ler 144, Death 145. 
ina fetfes on the Kingdom of the South 

iTZ a c 5uffeX x 4 i» ^ ^ of 

tZ W Z tt o S l X ° m J n Britain J 77» ™*tes 

i^ u lJh r and h Marriage 

170, his Laws 292,^. 

Indidions what 23. 

Infangthef 287. 

Ingui- 


Ingiiinaria Pedis 39. 

Inundations mofi fevere 301* . 

Ireland invaded by Egfrid King of the 
Northumbrian Angles in Britain IJ2, 
the caufe of it 15 3, 

Irene the Emprefs dies in banifhment 341. 
Ifaarius Comnenus faluted Emperour by 
the Army 45-4, affumes the Government 
462, lays-it down 463. 

Italy overrun by Odoacer King of the 
Heruli, wht is beaten by 't'heodorick 
King of the Goths 6, who reigns there 
19, but are wholly driven thence by 
Narfes the Roman General 36, feized 
on by the Lombards 38, invaded by 
the Saracens 47, an expedition made 
thither by Conftans the Emperour 49, j 
Stirs among the Lombards there 56, in- \ 
vaded by the Franks 67, again 6%, who 
Jeize on the Kingdom of the Lombards 
there 70 , fettle the Government 76, 
and their King being created Emperour 
reduces it into the form of a Province j 
80, all. of it taken from, the Roman Em- j 
perour except four Cities.44s. 

Jutes, their original 8, their frfi Seats 
113, their name whence 124, theirpof- 
fefftons in Britain 132, the begimingof 
their Kingdom in Kent 134, the end of 
it 138. 

K. 

Ent whence fo called 133, the King¬ 
dom of the Jutes begun there 134, 
ended 138. 

Kings of England how they flyled them- 
felves 2 7 3, the valuation of their Heads 
then 306, their ufual Subfdies , Reve- 
fnues and Profts 3 34, 
kinglton whence fo called. 

L; 

L Aihlite what 304. 

Laws of the Lombards the frfi mo¬ 
del by Ar»g Rotharis 47, the fecond by 
King.Gremoald 51, the third by King 
Liutprand $f, the fourth by King La- 
. chis 61, their cufifmafy ones 70, CSV. 

The original of the Englijh Saxon Laws 
what 290, of the Common Law 291, 
written Laws made by feveral of the 
Englijh Saxon Kings 292. (Sc. 

The .Civil Law new modelled by Baliiius 
, and Leo VI. 379,-380. 

Leiden whence fc called no. 

Leo V. Emperour teats the Bulgarians 3 48, 
his character 349, hk is murthered 3 jo.. 
Leo VL Emperour 3 74, hath his Forces 
defeated by the Bulgarians 375-, his 
Wives 3 76, he fends a Land Army in¬ 
to the Eafi 377, is excommunicated for 
marrying thrice, ibid, which is taken off 
37 8, his Death 379, he new models 


I the Civil Laws ( 8o. 

Leth or Laths what ,304. 

Liutprand King of the Lombards in Italy 
5 Sj invadeth the Exarchate j6, turns 
it into a Dukedom 57, he lefieges Rome 
5 8, rafes it 5-9, makes a League with 
the Church for : twenty years. 60, in- 
.vades the Exarchate again and dies 61. 
Lombards their original 14, their King¬ 
dom erelled in Italy 38, their Habit 
what 41, their Kingdom in Italy wholly 
defiroyed by the Franks 70, they revolt 
from the Romans 417. 


TV/f /Egbote what 308. 

XVX Man the Ifland 147. 
Manchz{ier\wbence fo called.2.T.4. 
Mahichees being perfected revolt from 
the Empire 363, wafling the dominions 
thereof 3 69,but are wholly overcome-} 70. 
Meanvari who 161. - : 

Michael Rangabes Emperour 345, re- 
pells the invading fiarqcehs 346, inga- 
ging with the... Bulgarians is defeated 
147, and turns Monk 348. 
j Michael Balbus forceth Leo to ufurp 3 47, 
if made Patritiau and Comes Excubi- 
iorum 348, confpires againjl Leo 349, 
is Jaluted Emperour 350, his Char alter 
35-1, « Rebellion againjl him 352, be- 
j *»g befieged in Conttantmopie j 353, is 

relieved by the Bulgarians and puts the 
Rebels to death ^4, Jnifhes the Civil 
War 3 j q. Marries a veil'd Virgin 3 <6, 

dies 35-7. . . 

Michael 111. Emperour 363, makes War 
upon the Saracens but with ill fuccefs 
364, his Character 2,65,.and death 3.68. 
Michael IV. Emperour 430, makes bis 
Nephew Qefar 43 *, make 's a truce with 
the Saracens in AEgypt/or thirty years 
4 - 3 A, is very fickly 433, goes to Thet 
lalonica 4.3 4, dies 43 6. 

Michael Calaphates Emperour 437, turns 
Monk and hath his Eyes put out 439. 
Michael StratiaticUs Emperour 457, his 
mkindnefs to the Souldiers 45-9, makes 
them confpire againjl him, which ends' 
in his depofition 462. 

Mortagon Prince ^ df the Bulgarians re¬ 
lieves the befieged Emperour 3 54. 

N, 

Euftria what q6 t . 

. .Nicephorus Emplrour 34^ makes 
War upon the Arabians 342, makes an 
expedition into Bulgaria 343, but is 
there overthrown and Jlain 344, hit 
Char after 34J. ' 

KTicephorus Phocas faluted Emperour by 
the Army 344, crowned at Conftemi- 
p P P nople 




-—tinople 395, makes War upon the Sa- being forced to quit it to the J Pop 64, 

racens 34 6 y leads an Army into Cilicia. the Cities thereof 65. 

3 97, ingages the Ruffians to invade Bui- Reafau what 199. 
gar/* 398, is murthered 399. Regni 11^013 3, 

Nova Scythia whence fo called 8, 5 ? ixo. Relief into 317, 

1 Repandune w/w 163, 198. 


O. 

O Aths how valued by the Englifb Sa¬ 
xons 307. 

. Odoacer King of the Heruli in Italy i, 

» take 1 courfes to fecure his Intereft x, 

Conquers the Rugi 3, is beaten by The- 
odorick the OJlrogoth 4, burns the Su¬ 
burbs of Rome 5, isjlain 6. 

Ofladini who 133. 

Ordeal what zqy y the manner of Exami¬ 
nations by a three-fold Ordeal 3 24. 
Ordovices who 133. 

' Oftrogoths whence fo called 11 , their 
Territories 17, their Kingdom begun in 
Italy 19, wholly deftroyed 36. 

Oule what X09. 

P. 

P Arliaraent Englijh of whom it conjifted 
173, when fummond 474. 

Patzinacas invade Bulgaria 4x4, infefi 
the Roman Coafl 4x7, again 432, their 
Countrey where 449, quarrelling With 
the Empire are beaten 45’0, which ends 
in a Truce for thirty years , ibid, but 
they break it 45’x, defeating the Em- 
per ours Army fent againft them 453, 
but come jhori home 454, another Ar¬ 
my fent againjl them and a Peace for 
thirty years 45 5 y breaking it are forced 
to fubmit 462, they defeat theZ/zi464. 
Peace of the King what 3x9. 

Peuda 149, begins the Kingdom of the 
Mercian Angles in Britain 154, his 
management of affairs and death 160. 
Pentapolis the Cities thereof 65. 

Pipin the Father of Charles the French 
King invades Italy 64 , whofe Son is 1 
crown d King thereof 77. 

Port arrives in Britain 95. 

Protoftrator what X74. 

R. 

R Achis King of the Lombards in Italy 
61, turns Monk 62. 

Ravenna feifed by Odoacer II. blockt up 
by Theodorick 5, the Goths are Ma¬ 
kers of it 19, recovered for Juftinian 
the Emperour by Narfes 3 6, Governed 
by Exarchs 38, befieged by the Lom¬ 
bards $6 y taken and turn d into a Duke¬ 
dom 5-7, recovered 5-8, once more le¬ 
ft eged by the Lombards 61, and taken 
by them to the ruine of the Exarchate j 
62, which they could not long keep 63,1 


Robbers when fo called 191, how many 
make a Troop of them y an Army how 
many y ibid. 

Rollo with his Normans and Danes invade 
France 198,' which they barafs tiB Neu- 
flria is ajfigned them which they call 
Normandy xor, they come hither 208, 
but are warmly received 210. 

Romanus feizes on Conftantine the Em¬ 
perour 384, Marrieth his Daughter to 
him 385", is crown d Emperour himfelf y 
386, crowns his Sons 3 8 7,/x depofed 
and fhaven 390. 

Romanus the Boy foie Emperour 392, 
crowns his Son 393, dies 394. 

Romanus IV. Emperour 4x4, makes an 
expedition into Syria 425, but returns 
with lofs 42 6, which alters him for the 
worfe 4x7, he is poyfoned by Zoe the 
Emprefs 429. 

Rofli who 365, invade Bulgaria 398, 
feize on the Countrey 400, but are de¬ 
feated by the Emperour 404, cut off by 
the Patzinaca 406. 

Rotharis King of the Lombards in Italy 
46, his Laws and Death 47. 

Roxilani or Rufli who invade the Roman 
Coafls 389. 

S. 

S AC what 287. 

Saifon and Saifoneag what i 14. 
Saracens invading the Eaft are repel!d 
345, again 351, they feize on theIfland 
Crete 356, Sicily and Calabria 357, 
defeat Theophilus the Emperour 3 5-9, 
invade the Territories c/Cermata^do, 
beat the Emperour’s Forces 361, and 
rafe the City Amorium 362, wafte the 
Eaft 363, make another Incurft on on 
the Roman Coafls 364, but in the next 
are beaten themfelves 365", they of 
Tarfus renew their hoftility 3 70, Dal¬ 
matia wafted by thofe of Carthage 371, 
thofe of Tarlus and Crete inf eft the 
Empire 372, they of Africk Syra- 
cufe 373, another Incurfion 3 ?q y one 
more 376, they inf eft the Sea Coaft 377, 
renewing their excurfions are defeated 
378, but in the next adventure remain 
Vi flours 379, they make Peace with the 
Empire 383, they e/Tripolis inf eft the 
Sea CoaJl 387, thofe of Syria defeated 
388 y they cfChalope beaten 391, their 
Countrey invaded but with lofs to the 
Romans 392 , they are beaten on all 
fides by the Romans 393,® 397, en¬ 
deavouring 


■ deayourijfgto revolt are fupprefpdfioOy 

tkey -fm nith 

fur per 408 ,,^ trfyufg Mffa 

arts 4 1 Infefong the- de ~\ 

feated by the Roman Fojcfis 
beat Romanus the Emperour 42 6 y and 
watte the Empire 427, thofe of Afirick 
infeft the Jftands 4x8, again 431, thofe 
of Sicily renew their Innafo 43.1,* hire 
the Turks ip hplp them 4 ra ~ 

biatfs 446, \pf are conqwffft by thofe 
Hirelings 447. ' 

Saxons their Original 8, their ancient 
Seats i22 y iheir Name whmg *24* •*. 
Catalogue of their Kings 
Wars with the Danes 1 26, and others. 
128, they take Ship for Britain 130,- 
when apa where they landed X 3*>, their 
Poffejftons hire 132. 

Saxons Eaft their Kingdom here 142, 0- 

. verrun by Egbert King of the Weft 
Saxons 143. 

Saxons South their Kingdom here 139, 
feized on by Ina King of the Weft Sax¬ 
ons 141. 

Saxons Weft their Kingdom here 1 67, 
from Cerdick the firft King to Egbert 
187, from him to the death of Edward 
the laft of that family 2 64. 

Scandia its feverdl Inhabitants 7. 

Scoete what 309. 

Secundinerdji 

Servi their Cointrey where 440. 

Shire what and whence fo called 278. 

Shiremote 281. 

Silures who 133. 

Simeon Prince of Bulgaria quarrels with 
the Romans 375*, and in Battel defeats 
them 3 76, then makes peace 381, but 
upon an Affront incamps near Con- 
ftantinople 382, laysfiege /aAdriano- 
ple 383, thence to Conftantinople a- 
gain 384, defeating the Emperour s 
Forces 38 6, lays fiege to Adrianople 
again dies 388. 

Skioldinger 10^9. 

Slaves two forts of them 284. 

Sbc what 287. 

Stauracius Emperour 342, marries ano¬ 
ther mads Wife 343, invades Bulgaria 
344, where being wounded turns Monk 
and dies 345’. 

Stephen Bifhop of Rome goes into France 
63, receives the Exarchate and Penta¬ 
polis from Pipin 6q y dies 66. 

Stonehenge 93. 

Suevi their Seats where 17. 

Suones Sittones whence fo called 7. 

Swahe King of the Danes depofeth his Fa¬ 
ther 220, invades England 229, waftes 
it 23J, becomes Mafter of moft part 
thereof 23d, is killed 237. 
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Heads.$Q$. w.v. 

Tfipatrps their (ffigznatlz^ . . 

Theff made capital 311, the cjftffeft vice 
of the Englifb ^*<^ '3.34,1. -.. si/ 

Xhepdora. Vfifptp T^ebphylus 358, rai- 
fes perfection in the Eaft-16$ y >gjves 
amaccouni of the Treafury 5 ^4, is- ft?a- 
■ ven t ibid. v<;. ' 

Thepdbra, marripjfffo l . 

Jlieodpra Qaqfrter* ^$qpfi^ipa424,' 

., V. f 4 u ke 4 Ewfirqfis, 43 8 , reigns With 
4ies 

... 4 £ 7 * ■ ■ 

Theodorich King oftheOftrogoths invades 
Italy 3 , overthrows the Gepidce and 
Bulgari 4, is made CoSegue with Odo¬ 
acer 6 y Jole Mafter of Italy 19, his 
way of Government 20, his alls of Mer¬ 
cy and Munificence 25, 26, he fuldues 
the Allemans 3 o, turns cruel 31, dies 33. 

Theophilus Emperour 357, his Char abler 
358, fends an Army into Lombardy 
35’9, is beaten by the Saracens 360, 
turns Melancholy and dies 362. 

Theophano her Parentage 391, being Em¬ 
prefs marries Nicephorus Ph ocas 395", 
diflikes him 398, ~tsTbanIfhed by Zi- 
mifces 400. 

Thrihingas what 2Sir. 

Thryvalawhat 308. 

Tithing what and whence fo called 2 78; 

Titiones who 3 6. 

Toll what 287, anciently payable 314. 

Triballi iheir Countrey where 440. 

Trenobarites who and whence fo caOedx 3 3^ 

Turkill and other Danes arrive in Britain 
2-H* 

Turks afiift 'the Saracens againft the Em¬ 
pire 361, invade Bulgaria 3 75*, invade 
the Empire 389, the Original of them 
44 6 y they defeat the Saracens and A- 
rabians 447, fend an Army into Media 
448, which returns with a Roman Gene¬ 
ral taken captive 449, make frejh In¬ 
cur fions 4 50, but with ill fuccefs 451, 
Civil Wars, at home 454, they invade 
the Roman Territories 458. 

Tufcia the Lombard Dukedom its demeans 


X TAluation of mens Heads 30 6» 

V Vefuvius its eruptions 2 6, 

Villains whence fo called 283. 

Vifigoths whence fo called 11, their Kings 
and progreffes 1 1, y6. 

Vortigern King of the Britainr%$ y invites 
the Saxons hither 90, dies 92. 

P p p x Wales 



W. | 

W Ales the King thereof 103, the di- 
vifion of it 104, its ancient Inha- \ 
litants 13 3, the value of a Weljhmads j 
‘ Head 293, 305, fubjeft to the Englijh 
*.Saxons and Danes ±06, 247, Laws 
concerning them 321. 

Wandals the Original of them 18. 
Wapentack what and whence fo called 280. 
Were what 307. 

Weregild 308. 

Weftrogoths whence fo called 133. 

William Duke 0/Normandy makes a vifit 
to Edward King of England a57, in¬ 
gages with Harold for this Crown 263, 
fends to Harold to make good his promife 
X &S> which being refujed he intends to 


vijit him 2.66, Landsy makes propofols 

and prepares for Battel z68 , obtains 
the Viftory 2 6% is crowned King here 
270, turning out the Englijh and pre¬ 
ferring his Normans 271. 

Wite what 307. 

Z. 

Z lrrtifces Ehiperpur ffo, reduces the 
Saracens to obedience 400, makes 
War upon the Bulgarians 403, conquers 
them and the RoJ/ians 406, is poyfoned 

ZjoeEmprefs 424, poyfoneth Romanus/w 
Husband 429, Marries Michael IV. 

I 43 °» ** depojed by Michael Calaphates * 
43 7 » reftored 438, Married to Cbn= 

I ltantine Monomachus 440, dies 455: , 
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